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ADDITION'S AND OOEEEOTIONS. 


Page 208. 
Page 240. 
Page 285. 
Page 712. 


Page 744. 

Page 773. 
Page 820. 


Page 834. 
Page 847. 
Page 903. 
Page 946. 
Page 1041. 
?age 1132. 
Page 1135. 
Page 1138. 

Page 1167. 

Page 1247. 


TEXT. 

Brase foot-note and insert Omitted, 

Erase foot-note and insert See Plate 23^ Map S, of the Atlas. 

Erase *, fourth line, top; also erase foot-note. 

Strike out Copt, P, Williamson, in organization table, following 2d 
Massachusetts Cavalry Battalion, Company B, and insert Lieut. Solon 
A. Perkins. 

Foot-note, erase Of 20th not found and insert For 20th, see Series I, 
Vol. 52, Part 2, p. J17. 

Erase foot-note and insert See Series I, Vol. $3, p. 814. 

For Special Orders, No. 73, read Geiiei'al Orders, No. 73. 

[Special] Orders, No. 20, erase [Special] and for October 2, 1862, read 
October 2 , j86t. 

NoTK.—C orrect copy of Orders, No. 20, is printed in Series I, Vol. 
4 , p. 113 - 

Third line, top, for Luttrel read Tattnall. 

Erase foot-note and insert See Series I, Vol. 32, Part 2, p. 37^. 

Fill blank space in f foot-note with figures 8g3. 

Erase foot-note and insert See p. g3g. 

Smitli to Holmes, tenth line, insert after delay the words my return. 

Seventh line, top, for 1868 read 1863. 

Add foot-note, * See p. 1040. 

First line under Alabama Troops, for Artillery, Heavy, read Artillery, 
Light. 

Under Courts of Inquiry, for Seventh New Hampshire read Seventh 
Vermont. 

Insert * after Tennessee Troops, AHillejy, Heavy — Battalions: 1st, 
and add foot-note, The Maury, Nelson, a7id Rock City Artillery 
( TayloPs-Sfaukiezaica's baiieiy). 

IT^DEX. 


'insert all words and figures in italics and strike out all in [brackets]. An asterisk (*) following a 
correction indicates that “Additions and Corrections” to the text should be consulted 


A. ir Jiukn , Steamer 
Capture, leh ?, 

\djutant and Inspector ('.eiieral’s Office, C. S A 
Orders, Oencral, series isri2 No. 7?, S20 ■* 
Orders, Special, scries iSCn [No 7^, S2oj * 
'Alabama Troops 
Cavalry—Companies 
[Amos’, 106R.] 

In fantry—Battalion s. 

[i 61 h, 1033.] 

Cliftnn's-Snod^ass* [4thj, 7.*f, S6, 

Nor wood's [6th ] 

- Infantry—Regiments: 

[4th, 7S, S6.] 

Arkansas Troops. 

Cavalry—[Battalions, ist (Choctaw), 2S6] 
Infantry—Battalions Jottes', JR., ist. 

Baker, A. IC, .Steamer 
Baker, J). IT. [Captain] 
lianictt,yar//es [T.] K. 

BarneuHtll [Barnwell], William [W ], jr. 
ll'illiam Ileury [Mr.]. 


IJenachi, Nicholas M, [N.j 
Benew or Jir ueri, A 
Berwick, O.scar D 
Jilodv,ett [Blodget], George. 

[Boissat, Annand, 757.] 

Jlonapaite, Charles L N. See Napoleon, Louis. 
Boswortli, ./ Mr. 

Bos worth, A. W , C'oloriel 
Boyce’s Bridge, Cotile Bayou, ba 
Skiiuitsh at f b'xpcditioii to] 

Brashear, Denni.s T. 

Brewer, R. II [bieuteiiant-ColonelJ. 

Brewin, W //. [Captain]. 

Brooks, James [C]. 

Bruen or JRene^v, A., 

Bryan, E. N. [Surgeon] 

Burbridge, J. IK [N.] & Co. 

Bureau of Conscription [Conscript Bureau], 
C. S. A 

Burton, W., Steamer. 

Butler, Benjamin F. 

Correspondence with 

-NT T\/r 
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Callejon, Juan Llmanuell. 

Carey^ Asa JS. [Casey, Captain]. 

Steatner [U.S.S.]. 

Childress, H, [I^ieuteiiant]. 

Chubb, Tho7nas H. [Captain]. 

Churches. 

Orders of Banks^ 624. 

Confederate Troops. 

Cavalry— Companies; 

Bradley^s, ig [Regiments: ist (Co. Aj, 19]. 
Corinth, Miss. 

Advance, etc., April 2g-June 10, r\fj3 [Re-en¬ 
forcements for]. 

Cotton, C.S.S , 297. J A Cot¬ 

ton, C S. S., Mentioned, [21^7, 313,3^8,1095, 
1096J. 

Cross, Ah^aham [I^ieutenant]. 

Dwight, Charles T. 

Edey, Percy F. [E-] • 

Everett, Charles [(Eieuteuant-Colonel)], 64 
[E^^erett, Charles (Captain), 64]. 

Florida, C.S.S., 661. 

Florida Troops. 

Cavalry—CompaCnies: 

Amo^, 106S. 

Forney, John H. 

Correspondence with 

Tattnall, J. R. F [Euttrel, Ned] 

Foster, George [Mr.]. 

Fusilier, G.L. [Eeclerc]. 

Gene)alBail Fa^i Dorn, C S S., 515, 732, 763. 
Gentry, A. JV/.[Colonel]. 

Gulf, Department of the (U.). 

Orders, Special, series 1S62 [No 3, 034] 
Orders, Special, series 1863- Xo 3 (34 
Halsied [Halstead], G. B. 

Hart df ICintz [Hartry & Wintrj] 

Hays,y. L. [lieutenant] 

Heidsieck [Heid.sick], Charles 
/ C Landis, Steamei, f6f, ^2^, 32^^, iioj 
Ilsley, Ed7L'i)i [F.dward] 

J H. Bell, C .V N . 23s, g7f 
Jenny hind, Sfeann'i [t^hip] 

Kentucky Truops (C ) 

In fantr\' — Regiments 
5th {ffujit) 

Kiitiidge [Kittredge], \V .V, 

Lafon [hafordj, T 
hanata, Duque [Diiue] 
handis, I C , Steamer 
hatham, F/uncn 11'. [Mr ]. 

Levois [hewib], J , & Co 
Locke [hooke], hamuel 
houisiana Troops (C.) 

Artillery, Ilea \y—Battalions: 

Sth, ig 

Cavalry— Battalions 
9th, 12Lh-I23, 7(jo 
Infantrj'—Battalions 

[Sth, 19 ] 

gth, go, IU3-IU7, I2i*-f22, fj^i [120-123, 7 yo] 
hubbock, H. S. 

Mentioned, pjo [Lubliock, Captain, 930] 

LtiMi [huna], J A., & Co. 

[huttrel, Ned, 

Correspondence with John H. Forney, is33 ] 


Maclin, Sackflehl, [M:M:kliji S , 47^ 

McKae, CultnJ. [r»eiK*rah 
MrSCv. Har/oH [Ih/rtcn] & 

Mangus t 'oluradtt, 22'^ 1^70. 

WnTraioTi. Jame:^ A*. ^Cairtain]. 

Mary' T . C. S S - See IJ. A ] Cottun, C. S S \ 
Mire, F. Camille. 

Missi.ssippi, r, S .S , ijj; .steamer, 

Mississippi, District of iht C- 
Rnggle.s, George D., assiguciS to t'omniaud of, 
du4 [Soo]. 

Mis.sis5ippi Troops. 

I Infantry'—-Battalions 

! ist \Chtk'tau' , * 

Mobile, Ala. 

I Affairs at. Communiaitions from 
, TatinulhJ. R. F [huttrel, Ned], 
j Munitions of War. 

Supplies of. Communications from 
Quayteimastt'7-Genetar^ C S '^ 2 . 

Quartermaster-General s t>fiice V s. .V., 

I'ira]. 

New Mearico, Department of {V.j. 

Orders, General, series [18O3]. 

Xe2v Orleans BulleHn [Bulletin, The]. 

A’ea’ Otleatii, Daily Advocate [Daily Ailvucate, 
The] 

SeTv Otleans Delta [Delta, The. 

• Xew Otleatii p!<.a\!i'> ’’I'ioax’ime The’, 

• Olivier, h 

j Correspondence with 

Quintet to [Quinton], J. A. 

1 Oteio, C.S S. [Oreta, Steamer, .see C S S 

I Florida. 

I Perkins, S A., 712 * 

I R'squezta [Pesquira], Ign.tc: j 
, Pinola [Panola], U S. S. 
jjwew.-'r Mt/[Quinton], J K. 

]K*ck->u’i' John 

' Roivti> r S . - — N > y : :.3 

I 7 -'. 

Rugglc" Dan.tl 
1 A^Mgr-nicnt" tu c,jm:u »:id • 
j Kumiktt,/.M'. J'.iao, II 

1 Sanun \ s,imurn\\ H. 

Stith ^Mr ; 

Su'i.un-’ J Ckricnt 

Talliot .V [Judge' 

Tut.Won //'A '.Tu-:: " .v C 

Tattnall J R 1 

Cvttr fiOld-} .e , tK J <t > J: : * 

Tcnne>''ce Triop- 

•A.rtille’y , Hc:t\> —Balt.il.i i'- 
i-^t 1247 * 

Tcrraza>. I.uis.'•c* ^^Terra/a" - '- 

Texas, Dir'tnct of C 

Ordcr.-i, General, 1“'. .N ' - * 

Orders, Si>ecial. t*cne'i i''---' .Nm - -20. * 

Texas Troops 1 C ) 

Cavalry’—Companies: 

[Penaloza’s, S51.] 

Cavaliy'—Regi meats: 

2d Fatiisan [6th]. 

Infantry—Companies 
Penaloea^s, S31. 

Thiesman fThresman], O F. 
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ADDITIONS AND OOBEEOTIONS. 


Page 208. 
Page 240. 
Page 285. 
Page 712. 


Page 744. 

Page 773- 
Page 820. 


Page. 834. 
Page 847. 
Page 903. 
Page 946. 
Page 1041. 
?age 1132. 
Page 1T35. 
Page 1138. 

Page 1167. 

Page 1247. 


TEXT. 

]^ase foot-note and insert Omitted, 

EJrase foot-note and insert See Plate 2^, Map of the Atlas, , 

Erase *, fourtli line, top; also erase foot-note. 

Strike out Capt, F, Williamson^ in organization table, following 2d 
Massachusetts Cavalry Battalion^ Company By and insert Lieut, Solon 
A, Perkins, 

Foot-note, erase Of 20th not found and insert For 20thy see Series /, 
Vol, S2y Part 2y p. 

Erase foot-note and insert See Series /, Vol, 53yp. 814, 

For Special OrderSy No, /j, read General OrderSy No, /j. 

[Special] Orders, No. 20, erase {SpeciaVl and for October 2y i862y read 
October 2 y 1861, 

Note. —Correct copy of Orders, No. 20, is printed in Series I, Vol. 
4 , p. 113. 

Third line, top, for Luttrel read Tattnall, 

Erase foot-note and insert See Series /, Vol, 5^, Pari 2y p. j/p. 

Fill blank space in f foot-note with figures Sgs- 

Erase foot-note and insert See p. pjp. 

Smith to Holmes, tenth line, insert after delay the words my return. 

Seventh line, top, for 1868 read 1863. 

Add foot-note, ^'See p. 1040, 

First line under Alabama Troops y for Artilleryy Heavyy read Artillery y 
lA^ht, 

Under Courts of Inquiryy for Seventh New Hampshire read Seventh 
Vermont, 

Insert * after Tennessee Troopsy Artillefyy Heavy — Battalions: isty 
and add foot-note, * The Mauryy Nelson y and Pock City Artillery 
( Taylor's-Staiikiewicz's battery). 

mi>EX. 


.iiserL all words and figures iti italics and strike out all in [brackets]. An asterisk (*) following a 
correction indicates that “Additions and Corrections” to the text should be consulted. 


4 11 Jkiki’} , Stca met 
Capt Hi Feb j, 

\djutant and Inspector ('.ciieral’s Office, C S A 
Orders, Ocneial, senes isfSi • JVo. 7?, Sjo ■*' 
Orders, Special, series iSfi.* [No 7^ S2oj * 
\l:ib:iinn Troops. 

Cavalry—Coini)anies 
[Amos’, ] 

Infantry—Uattalions 
[ iMh, 1033 j 

C/i//o/i's-,S/nKliitins' [4th|, 7.S’, S6. 

Aa/ieotHl'i [r.thj 
- Iiil.iuttv Reginicnts 
11th, 

t\i kansas Tniops. 

Cavaliy -| 1st (Choctaw), 2S6J 

IniaiitiN - Hatlalions Jiitirti\ ist 
Ilakei, .1 ir.Sle.imcr 
Itakci, /> II' I Captain) 

Itanu tt, /timfi [T J R 
Jliit ne7iui// I Il'irnuell], William [ \V j, jr 
IJassctt, !I'illmm Unity [Mr.]. 
i [Judge] 

. , c. s. s. 


Benachi, Nicholas M. [N.] 

Renew 0/ />*/ neiiy A. 

Beiwick, Oscar D 
JUoiliieit [Blodgetj, Oeorge 
[Boissat, Arniaiid, 757.] 

Jfotuipai le, ihatlfi^ L N, See Napoleony Louis. 
Hosworth, .1 IC ,Mi\ 
llosworth, A W., Colonel. 

Boyce’s Bridge, Colile Bayou, I^a. 

.Skitmnh at [Expedition to]. 

Brashcar, Deiini.s 7 ' 

Brewer, A’. H. [Eieutenant-Colonel]. 

Brewin, IV H [Captain] 

Brooks, James [C ]. 

Bruen ot BeiiciVy A , 5^7. 

Bryan, B H. [Surgeon] 

Burbridge, J IV ] & Co. 

Bureau of Conscription [Conscript Bureau], 
C. S. A 

Burton, W.y Steamer. 

Butler, Benjamin F. 

Correspondence with 
Benachi, N. M. 

Callejon, Juan [Imauuel]. 
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Callejon, Juan [Imanuell. 

Carey^ Asa B. [Casey, Captain]. 

Ceres, Steamer [U. S. S.]. 

Childress, //. [Lieutenant]. 

Chubb, T/2omas H. [Captain]. 

Churches. 

Orders of Banks ^ 624. 

Confederate Troops. 

Cavalry— Companies: 

Bradley's, /p [Regiments, ist (Co. A), 19]. 
Corinth, Miss. 

Advance, etc., April 29-June jo, 1S02 [Re-en¬ 
forcements for]. 

Cotton, C S.S, 2 p 7 ,sr 3 ,S^, ^^5, J. A. Cot- ' 
ton, C. S. S., Mentioned, [297, 313,3S8,1045. ; 
1096]. 

Qxass, Abraham [Lieutenant]. 

Dwight, Charles T. 

Edey, Percy F. [E-]- 

Everett, Charles [(Lieutenant-Colonel)], 04 
[Everett, Charles (Captain), 64]. 

Florida, C. S. S., 661. 

Florida Troops. 

Cavalry—Compahies: 

A7no\', 1068. 

Forney, John H. 

Correspondence with 

Tattnall, J. R. F. [Luttrel, Ned]. 

Foster, George [Mr.]. 

Fusilier, G.L [Leclerc] 

General Earl Van Dorn, C.S. S, 752, 763. 

Gentrj', A. JM. [Colonel]. 

Gulf, Department of the (U.). 

Orders, Special, series 1S62: [No 3, 634]. 

Orders, Special, series 1S63. -V<* 3.034 
Halsted [Halstead], G. B, 

Hart Cf W^ntz [Hartry & Wiutrj'], 

Hays, J. L. [Lieutenant] 

Hetdsieck [Heidsick], Charles 
I. C, Landis, Sii’ainei, ^64,32*^, iiuz 
Ilsley, EdiL'in [Edward] 

/. H Bell, C S S , 23^, 074 
Jeun3’' Lind, Steaniei [bhip]. 

Kentucky' Troops (C.). 

Iiifantrj'—Regimeiit-i 
5th {Hunt) 

Kittiidge [Kittredge], W .A.. 

Lafon [Laford], T 
Laiiata, Duque [Dque] 

Landis, / C, Steamer 
Latham,/('.[Mr] 

Levois [Lewi.s], J , & Co 
Locke [Looke], Samuel. 

Louisiana Troops (C ) 

Artillery’, Hea\y’—Battalions: 

Sth, /p 

Cavaliy—Battalions 
9th, 120-123, 7qO. 

Infantry'—Battalions 
[bth, 19 J 

9th, go, 103-107, 720 -/ 22 , g7/ [120-123, 790]. 
Lubbock, H. S, 

Mentioned, pjo [Lubbock, Captain, 930] 

Lum [Luna], J. A., &. Co. 

[Luttrel, Ned 

Correspondence with John H Forney, ^33 ] 
McCawley [McCauley], G. W. 


Maclin, Sackfichl, [Macklin s 
McRae, Colinj. '<*ftncrjl] 

Magee,[Horten] 

Mangus Color ado. 

Ma^mion,yafw^J R. [Caiitain]. 

Maiy T., C.S.S 'J. A ] Ci4l.m C n s . 

Mire, E Camille. 

Mississippi. V S S.. / -. Mraiw 

[137]. 

Mi.ssibsippi, District of the C 
Riiggles, George I) assignefl i,j *, tariMud i 
A >4 ['500]. 

Mississippi Troops. 

Infaxitrj’—Itattaluin*^ 
ist {Ckofiaii i, . 

Mobile, Ala. 

Affairs at. Commuiiicatiuiis fr. 

Tattnall, J. K. F. [Luttrel. N#^r. 
Munitions of War. “ 

Supplies of. CommunicatiuiiH frtini 
Quarter master-GeneraT^ * s < , n* 

Quartennaster-GcnLnil’s i»jLc* 1 > 

[S72]. 

New Mexico, Department of * I*. . 

Orders, General, series /«>/ [zVij], 

Otleans Bulletin [Bulletin, The' 

Xeiv Orleans Daily Advocate [Daily Ad^'uca 
The]. 

Xew Orleans Delta [Delta, Thu 
Xei2 Orlean. F.c.:\ i/.* Tht* 

Olivier, L. 

} Correspondence with 

Quinterro [Quinton], J. A. 
j Oreio, [Oreta, Steamer, . Vi« t'.s 

Florida, 

I Perkins, S A., 712.* 

I Pesquexra [Pesquira], Ign^.c: 

I Ptnola [Panola]. U.S S. 

Qiiinieriu [Quinton] J. X. 

Ricker, ni [R’ck>on] ] >-n. 

Rome i I' Si : " S • I — 1. * t 

KULXgle- DaniLl 

to co:n"u.;i ‘ : 

, Ruiullctt. y.:;> • I-.iriv? H 
Sumof . l'•”\' H. 

) Stull < tr.:? • M^ 

* t. t 

* Talb.t . 1 / .JuUi 

j Tar'.tor C 

I Tattiui’.l J K 

Cor ?t / O' i I . 

Tciine—-tr Trot)' - 

.Artillery. Hta\\ — ^ 

1st 12.17 * 

Terrazas I.ui^ *' ^'1 t-rr.i.—— 

Texas Dislnct of C 

Orders General "cne*' * 

Orders, Sinrcial '>»cne- N . . * 

Texas Troops C t 
Cavalry—Companies: 

[Penaloza’.s, S51.] 

Cavalry’—Regiments 
2d Par than ,6th]. 

Infantry—Companies 
Penaloza's, 831. 

Thiesman [Thresman], O F 
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ABDITIONS AND COEREOTION8. 


Tucker, Philip C. [Major]. 

Ullmann [Ullman], Daniel. 

Union Troops. 

Cavalry—Regiments 
[ 7 th, 574 , 577 , 725 1 
[loth, 574.] 

Infantry—Reg • 

ytK 574. 577. 725 - 
loth, S74- 

Maria [Mr.]. 

Van Benthuysen, li^a/wn [Major]. 

Virginia^ C 5 . 5 ., 42^ 


Wadsworth, Thomas M. 

Ward, G. W. [M.] 

War Department, C. S. 

Correspondence with 

Btireau of Conscription [Conscript Bureau], 
C. S. A. 

Ware, J. A., 404 [Hare, Captain, 404]. 
Winchester, J, R., [Winchester, Richard, 398]. 

Woodward, T. D., 5^7 [Woodward,-, 847]. 

Wrofrtotuski [Wrotnoski], D. A. 

Zubtran^Juan N [Zubrian, Mr], 
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V IN 


PREFACE. 


By an act approved June 23,1874, Congress made an appropriation 
**to enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Official 
Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the Union and ConM- 
erate Armies,’’ and directed him to have copied for the Public Printer 
all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore coined 
or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” 

Appropriations for continuing such preparation have been made frrnn 
tinae to time, and the act approved June 16,1880, has provided “for 
the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretaiy of War, of 
ten thousand copies of a compilation of the OfiScial Records (Union and 
Confederate) of the War of the Rebellion, so far as the same may be 
ready for publication, during the fiscal year”; and that of said num¬ 
ber, seven thousand copies shall be for the use of the House of Repi'e- 
sentatives, two thousand copies for the use of the Senate, and one 
thousand copies for the use of the Executive Departments.”* 

This compilation will be the first general publication of the military 
records of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be 
obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical value. 


% 


* Volames I-V distributed under act approved June 16,1880. The act approvtd 
August T, 1883, provides that— 

“ The volumes of the Official Keoords of the 'War of the Eebellion shall be di>:r:Vjud 
as follows: One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now pu.\ idf.. 1 .v 
law. One thonsand copies for distribution hy the Secretary of War among offiters 
the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thonsand three hmnlred copie- -i a.l 
be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organizations, ami individua'.- as 
may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates of the Fo.j\- 
seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-six. and t .n h 
Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of such addresse-. and the 
volumes shall he sent thereto from time to time as they are pul.hshed, until the ]. d)- 
lication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Del*-gai^- ^hal'. inform tie 
Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those hcrctoforr published ;. -y 
have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies of the eleven thousam. -n 
be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be distributed as proMu.d 
herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War tor cost of publieatiun. with ten per 
cent, added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall he covered into the Treas .:y. 
If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, the istcretary t*f 
War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or Delegates, who have designated 
the same, who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or inamd ..i.s. 
The Secretary of War shall report to the first session of the Forty-eighth Congre-^ 
what volumes of the series heretofore published have not been tarnished to su.h 
libraries, organizations, and individuals. He shaU also inform distributees at whose 
instance the volumes are sent.” 





IV 


PEEFACE. 


The publication will present the records in the following order of 
^arrangement: 

The Pirst Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con¬ 
federate, of the first seifcures of United States property in the Southern 
States, and of all military operations in the field, with the correspond- 
^ce, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as proposed, is 
to be accompanied by an Atlas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns 
and several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the 
-events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme. 
•diately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &c., 
aaot embraced in the reports proper will follow (first Union and next 
♦Confederate) in chronological order. 

The Second Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
tretums, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so 
far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political 
3)risoners. 

The Third Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
ireturns of* the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with 
^the Confederate oMcials) not relating specially to the subjects of the 
jfirst and second series. It will set forth the annual and special reports 
of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the chiefs of 
the several staff cori^s and departments; the calls for troops, and the 
-correspondence between the National and the several State authorities. 

The Fourth Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the 
Union ofiBcials, as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence 
between the Union and Confederate authorities given in that series, 

EOBEKT N. SCOTT, * 
Major Third Art,^ and BvL Lieut, CoL 

War Department, August 23,1880. 


Approved: 


ALEX. EAMSEY, 

Secretary of War, 





CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


Operations in West Florida, Southern Alabama, Southern Mississippi (embrac¬ 
ing all operations against Vicksburg, May 18 -July 27 , 1862 ), and Louisiana.. 1-1135 

(V) 




CONTENTS OF PREGEDINa VOLUMES- 


TOLUMB I. 


OHAJPTBR I. Page, 

Operations jbi Charleston Harbor, South 
Carolina. December 20, 1860-April 14, 

1861. 1-317 

CHAPTER n. 

The secession of Georgia. Jannary 3-28, 

1861 . 83S-325 

CHAPTER DX 

The secession of Alabama and Mississippi. 

January 4-20,1861. 326-330 

CHAPTER rv. 

Operations in Florida. Jan u ary 6-Augast 
81,1861. 331-473 


CHAPTER V. Page. 

The secession of Horth Carolina. Janu¬ 
ary O-May 20,1861. 474-488 

CHAPTER TL 

The secession of Louisiana. Jannaxy 10- 

Febmaryl9,1861. 48»-601 

CHAPTER VTL 

Operations in Texas and New Mexico. 

Pebruary 1-Jnne 11, 1881 . 502-636 

CHAPTER VIIL 

Operations in Arkansas the Indian Terri¬ 
tory, and MissourL February 7-May 9, 

I 1861. 637-C91 


TOBBME II. 

CHAPTER IX. I'age. 

Operations in Maryland, Pennsylvania. V irginia, and TVest Virginia. April 16-July 31,1881. 1-1012 

TOIiUME ITT. 

CHAPTER X 

Operations in Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas, and Indian Territory. May 10-November 19,1861. 1-749 

TOEUME II". 


CHAPTER XI Page. 

Operations in Texas, New Mexico, and 
Arizona. June 11,1861-Febniary 1,1863. 1-174 

CHAPTER XII. 

Operations in Kentucky and Tennessee. 

July 1-November 19,1861.17^65 


CHAPTER XIIL Page. 

Operations in North Carolina and South- 
eastem Virginia. August 1,1881-Janu- 
ary 11, 1862 . 566-721 


YOEUME V. 


CHAPTER XrV. 

OperatdonB in Maryland. Northern Virginia, and West Virginia. Angnst 1,1861-March IT, 1802. 1-1106 

VOmJME VI. 


CHAPTER XV. Page. 

Operations on the coasts of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Middle and East Florida. 

* August 21, 1861-April 11, 1862. 1-^35 


CHAPTER XVI. Page. 

Operations in TVest Florida, Southern Al¬ 
abama, Southern Mississippi, and Lou¬ 
isiana. September 1,1861-May 12,1862. 438-894 


TOEUME TII. 

CHAPTER XVn. 














Tm ,, CONTENTS OP PBEOEDINa VOLTJMBS. 


, VOXiUME TIU. 

C H A P TER JLVJ 111 Pago. 

Operations in Missouri, Arkansas, Eansas, and Indian Territory. Hov. 19,1861-April 10,1862. 1-834 

VOIiUMB rx. 


CHAPTER xrx. Page. 

Operations in Southeastern Virginia. Jan¬ 
uary ll-htaroh 17,1862. 1-71 

CHAPTER XX. 

Operations in Korth Carolina. January 
U-August 20, 1862 . 72-480 


CHAPTER XXI. Page- 

Operations in Texas, Hew Mexico, and 
Arizona. Pehruary l-September 20, 

1862 . 481-736. 


VOIiUIklB X—IN TWO PABTS. 


CHAPTER XXIL 


Operations in Xentuoky, Tennessee, Kortit Mississippi, Xorth Alabama, and Southwest Virginia- 

March 4-June 10,1862. 


Page. 


Part I—Reports. 1-927 

Part ll>-Correspondenoe, etc. 1-642* 


VOXjIJME XI^IN THEEE PABTS. 

# 

CHAPTER XXin. 

The Peninsular Campaign, Virginia. March 17-September 2,1862. 

Page. 


Part I— Reports, March 17-June 24. 1-1073 

Part £I —^Reports, June 25-September 2. 1-994 

Part 111— Correspondence, etc. 1-691 


VOIiUME XH—IN THKEE PABTS. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

Operations in Xorthem Virginia, West Virginia, and Maryland. 

Page. 


Part 1— Reports, March 17-June 25. 1-818 

Part II— Reports, June 26-September 2. 1-820 

Part III— Correspondence, etc. 1-966 


VOETTME XIII. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

Page. 

Operations in Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas, the Indian Territoxy, and the Department of the 
Northwest. Apiil lO-Novomber 20, 1862. 1-981 

VOIiUME XIV. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

Page. 

Operations on the coasts of South Carolina, Georgia, and Middle and East Plorida. April 12, 
18C2-Junc 11,1868. 1-1025 
















CHAPTER XXVII. 


OPERATIONS IN WEST FLORIDA, SOUTHERN ALA¬ 
BAMA, SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI,* AND LOUISIANA. 


Kay 12, 1862-Hay 14, 1863. 


A2n> m 

TEXAS. HEW MEXICO. AND ARIZONA 


SeptemboT 20, 1862-Hay 14, 1863. 


SXJMMAiaV OB’ THE TBIHCrPAL E’VEHTS.t 

May 13-13,1862.—Snrrender of Katehez, Miss., demanded, and occupation o^ by 
U. S. naval forces. 

18-Aiig. 6,1862.-~Operation8 about Vicksburg, Miss., and Baton Kon^, Xa. 
26, 1862.—Department No. 2 (Confederate) extended to embrace Mississippi 
^ soutk of 33d parallel and west of tbe Pascagoula and Cbicka- 

sawba Rivers, and Louisiana east of the Mississippi. 
Trans-Mississippi Department (Confederate) constituted, embrac¬ 
ing, with other territory, Louisiana west of the Mississippi and 
Texas. 

28, 1862.—District of NVest Louisiana and Texas (Confederate) constituted, 
under command of Brig. Gen. Paul O. Hubert. 

Jnne 3, 1862.—Col. George F. Shepley, Tvrclfth Maine Infantry, appointed MiH- 

tary Governor of Louisiana. 

14-15, 1862.—Expedition from Pensacola to Milton, Fla. 

17^ 1862.—Skirmish at Pass Manchac, La. 

18, 1862.—Brig. Gen. Paul O. H^ert, C. S. Army, assumes command of tht 
^ District of IVest Louisiana and Texas. 

20 1862 -Maj, Gen. Earl Van Dorn, C. S. Army, assumes ct mmand of the 
’ Department of Southern Mississippi and East Lo us^ana. 

Skirmish at Bayou des Allemauds, La. 

22 1862.—Expedition^from Ship Island to Pass Chnstian, Miss. 

^ Skirmish at Bayou des Allomands, La, 

25, 1862.-Department No. 1 merged into Department No. 2. under command 
of General Braxton Bragg, C. S. Army. 

Skirmish, near Pensacola, I la. 

29, 1862.—Tlie Department of Alab.ama and West Flonda (Con.ederate) 
discontinne d. _____ 

are on file* 
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June 29,1862.—Oapiuie of the steamer Ann under the guns of Fort Morgan, 47 ^, 

July 2,1862.—^District of Mississippi (Van Dorn) and District of the Gulf (For- 
ney) constituted. 

5- 8,1862.—^Expedition from Ponchatoula, La. 

18.1862. —^Department No. 2 extended to embrace all of Mississippi, East 

Louisiana, and West Florida. 

24.1862. —Skirmish on the Amite Eiver, La. 

25-Aug. 2,1862.—Expedition to Lake Pontchartrain, Pass Manchac, and up 
the Tchefuncta and Pearl Rivers, La., with skirmishes. 

27.1862. —Skirmish at Madisonville, La. 

Skirmish near Covington, La. 

Aug. 7-10,1862.—Reconnaissances from Pensacola to Bagdad and Milton, Fla. 

8.1862. —^West Florida transferred from Department of the South to the 

Department of the Gulf. 

9.1862. —Bombardment of Donaldsonville, La. 

10.1862. —^Affair at Bayou Sara, La. 

18.1862. —Affair at Milliken's Bead, La., and capture of steamer Fair Play.* 

20.1862. —^Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, C. S. Army, assigned to the command 

of the District of West Louisiana. 

Skirmish at Baton Rouge, La. 

21.1862. —^Baton Rouge, La., evacuated by Union forces. 

23.1862. —^Affair at Bayou Sara, La. 

29.1862. —Skirmish near Saint Charles Court-House, La. 

Engagement between U. S. S. Anglo-American and Port Hudson 
battories.t 

Sept. 4- 6,1862.—Affairs at Boutto Station and Bayou dcs Allemauds, La. 

7.1862. —Engagement between IT. S. S. Essex and Port Hudson batteries.! 

7- 8,1802.—Expedition from Carrollton to vicinity of Saint Charles Court- 

House, La., and skirmish. 

13-15,1802.—Expedition to Pass Maiichac and Ponchatoula, La., and skirmish. 
21-25,1802.—Expedition from Carrollton to Donaldsonville, La., and skirmish. 
24-25,1802.—Engagement at Sabine Pass, Tex. 

27.1802. —Affair on Taylor’s Bayou, Tex. 

Oct. 1,1802.—The Departmoiit of Missisfaipiii and East Louisiana constituted, 

under command of Maj. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. S. Army. 

2.1802. —Destruction of railroad depot near Beaumont, Tex. 

4.1862. —Engagement near Donaldsonville, La. 

5.1802. —Galveston, Tox., cajitured by Union fleet. 

9-Nov. 25, 1802.—Expedition from Fort Union to the Canadian River and 
Utah Creek, N. Mex. 

10,1P02.—Maj. Gen. John B. Magiiider, C. S. Army, assigned to command 
of the District of Texas. 

14.1802. —Lieut. Gcu. John C. Peinhin’toii, C. S. Army, assumes command of 

the Department of hlississi})pi and East Louisiana. 

19.1862. —Skirmish at Bonnet Can6, Saint John Baptist Parish, La, 

24-Nov. 0,1862.—Operations in the La Foiirehc District, La. 

25.1802. —Ca])ture of Donaldsonville, La. 

27.1862. —Action at Georgia Lauding, near Labadievillo, La. 

29.1802. —Affair at Sabine Pass, Tex. 

31-Nov. 1,1862.—Bombardment of Lavaca, Tex. 

* For reports, see Sei ics I, Vol. XIII, px>. 240-247. 

tFor reports, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 1,1862. 
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Nov. 6,1862.—Naval operations on Berwick Bay, La. 

8,1862.—Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S. Army, asBigBcd to the com¬ 
mand of the Department of the Gulf. 

14.1862. —Brig. Gren. Andrew J. Hamilton, U. & Army, appointed mHit&rj 

governor of Texas. 

20.1862. —Affair near Matagorda, Tex. 

21.1862. —Skirmish at Bayou Bonfonca, La. 

21-22,1862.—Affairs at Petite Anse Island, La. 

27.1862. —Capture of steamboat Lone Star. 

29.1862. —^Maj. Gen. John B. Magruder, C. S. Army, assumes eomnumd of 

the District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. 

Dec. 7,1862.—Affair at Padre Island, Tex. 

10.1862. —Skirmish at Desert Station, La. 

14.1862. —Brig. Gen. William W. Mackall, C. S. Army, supersedes Mig. Gten. 

John H. Forney in command of the District of the Gulf. 

Maj. Gen. Simon B. Buckner, O. S. Army, assigned to the command 
of the District of the Gulf. 

16.1862. —^Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S. Army, assumes command of 

the Nineteenth Army Corps. 

17.1862. —Baton Rouge, La., reoccupied by Union forces. 

Major-General Banks supersedes Major-General Butler in command 
of the Department of the Gulf. 

23.1862. —Major-General Buckner assumes command of the District of the 

Gulf. 

24.1862. —Galveston, Tex., occupied by Union forces. 

25-26,1862.—^Expedition from Milliken''s Bend to Dallas Station and Delhi, La.* 

28.1862. —Maj. Gen. Franklin Gardner, C. S. Army, assumes command at 

Port Hudson, La. 

29.1862. —Affair near Plaquemine, La. 

31—Jan. 3,1863.—Affairs at PJaquemine, La. 

Jan. 1,1863.—Recapture of Galveston, Tex., by Confederate forces. 

4—May 8, 1863.—Operations against Indians in New Mexico. 

9,1863.—Loss of U. S. transport Sparkling Sea. 

10.1863. —Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sherman assumes command of Defenses of 

New Orleans, La. 

11.1863. —Capture of U. S.S. Hatteras off Galveston, Tex. 

14.1863. —Engagement on Bayou Teche, La., and destruction of the Confed¬ 

erate gunboat Cotton. 

Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, C. S. Army, assigned to the conuuaud 
of the Southwestern Army. 

21.1863. —Attack on blockading squadron at Sabine Pass, Tex. 

28.1863. —Skirmish at Indian Village, La. 

29.1863. —Skirmish near Richmond, La.t 

Feb. 3,1863.—Capture of steamers Baker, Berwick Bay, and More by the Queen 
of the West.t 

10.1863. —Skirmish at Old River, La.T 

12-28,1863.—Operations on Bayou Plaquemine and Atcbafalaya River, La. 

14.1863. —Capture of the Queen of the West.t 

19, 1863.—Expedition from Indian Village to Rosedale, La. 

24.1863. —Capture of the Indianola.t 

Mar. 2-30,1863.—Expedition from New Orleans to the mouth of the Rio Grande. 
7-27,1863.—Operations against and about Port Hudson, La. 

21-29,1863.—Expedition from Bonnet Carr^ to the Jackson Railroad and Amite 
River. _ 


*In connection with operations against Vicksburg. See Series I, Vol. XVII. 
tin connection with operations against Vicksburg. See Series I, Vol. XXIV. 
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Mar. 21-30, 1863.—^Expedition from New Orleans to Poncliatjoula, La., and skixmislies. 

28.1863. —Capture of U. S. S. Diana near Pattersonville, La. 

April 7, 1863.—^Attack on tke steamer Barataria, Amite River, La. 

9-May 14,1863.—Operations in West Louisiana. 

12, 1863.—^Affair on the Amite River, La. 

17.1863. —Skirmish on the Amite River, La. 

18.1863. —Affair at Sabine Pass, Tex. 

27, 1863.—^Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, C. S. Army, ordered, upon being re¬ 
lieved by Major-General Buckner in East Tennessee, to assume 
command of the District of the Gulf. 

May 1, 1863.—Skirmishes near Greensburg and at Williams^ Bridge, La. * 

2, 1863.—Skirmish at Roberts’ Ford, Comite River, La.* 

3, 1863.—^Affair at Saint Joseph’s Island, Tex. 

4, 1863.—Engagement at Fort De Russy, Red River, La.* 

9-18,1863.—Operations on the Amite River and Jaokson Railroad, aud skir- * 
mishes at Ponchatoula, Independence Station, and Tiokfaw 
Bridge, La. 

10, 1863.—Attack on Fort Beauregard, La.* 

Skirmishes at Caledonia and Pin Hook, or Bayou Macon, La.* 

14,18G3.—^Banks’ forces commence moving from Alexandria for attack upon 
Port Hudson, La. 


HAY IS-ATTGXrST 6 , 1862.—Operations about Vicksburg, Miss., and Baton, 

Eouge, la. 


STJMMAifsr OJP i»iai3srcii»A.L B3VB:i(rTS. 


May 


Juno 


July 

Aug. 


18, 1862.—Surrender of Vicksburg demanded by Major-General Butler and 
Flag-Officer Farragnt and refused by Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith. 

26, 1862.—Affair at Grand Gulf, Miss. 

7 - 9, 1862.—Expedition from Baton Rouge, La. 

9, 1862.—Engagement at Grand Gulf, Miss. 

20-July 24,1862.—Expedition from Baton Rouge, La., to Vicksburg, Miss. 

24,1862.—Skirmish at Hamilton’s Plantation, near Grand Gulf, Miss. 

27-29, 1862.—Reconnaissauco to tho Amite River, La., and skirmish. 

28, 1862.—Naval bombardment of Vicksburg and passage of the batteries 
by the Union fleet. 

If), 1862.—Engagement bet ween tho Union fleet and the Arkansas. 

22, 1862.—Engagement with tho Arkansas. 

.6, 1862.—Engagement at Baton Rouge, La. 

6 , 1862.—Destruction of tho Arkansas. 


REPORTS, HlTC.t 


No. 


No. 


1 ._Brig. Gen. M. Ij. Smith, C. S. Army, cominamlirig dofenses of Vicksburg, of 

operations at Vicksburg, May l8-.liily 27. 

S.—Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn, G. vS. Army, comiuaiKling District of Mississippi, 
of oporations at Vicksburg and Baton Rouge, Juno 27-August 6 (it eluding 
destruction of tho Arkansas), with congratulatory order. 


* In connection with operations against Vicksburg. See Series 1, Vol. XXIV. 
t The following reports arc of the engagement at Baton Eouge when not otherwise 
indicated. 

For United States naval reports of engagements June 28, July 15 and 22, and de¬ 
struction of the Arkansas, August 6 , see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
December 1,1862. 
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No. 3.—Col. Nathan A. M. Dudley, Thirtieth Mafisachusotts Infantry, of expodithm 
from Baton Eouge, La., June 7-9. 

No. 4.—^Maj. Gen. Mansfield Lovell, C. S. Army, of engagement at Grand Gulf, Hiss., 
June 9. 

No. 5.—^Brig. Gen. Thomas Williams, U. S. Army, commanding Expeditionary Corps, 
of operations May 26-Augu8t 2, with instructions from M^jor-Genend 
Butler. 

No. 6.—Col. Halbert E. Paine, Fourth Wisconsin Infantry, of skirmish at BEamilton’s 
Plantation, near Grand Gulf, Miss., June 24. 

No. 7.—^Lieut. Col. John A. Keith, Twenty-firet Indiana Infantry, of reconnaissance 
to the Amite Eiver, La., and skirmish, June 27-29. 

No. 8.—^Lient. Col. Alfred W. Ellet, U. S. Army, commanding Ram Fleet, of engage¬ 
ment with the Arkansas, July 22. 

9 ,—^Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, IT. 8. Army, commanding the Dopartment 
of the Gulf, with orders and resulting correspondence. 

No. 10.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 

No. 11.—^Lieut. Godfrey Weitzel, U. S. Corps of Engineers, Chief Engineer Depart¬ 
ment of the Gulf. 

No. 12.—Col. Thomas W. CahiU, Ninth Connecticut Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade, and resulting correspondence. 

No. 13.—Col. Nathan A. M. Dudley, Thirtieth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding 
right wing Second Brigade. 

No. 14.—Lieut. George G. Trull, Second Battery Massachusetts Light Artillery. 

15 . _Capt. Charles H. Manning, Fourth Battery Massachusetts Light Artil- 

lery. 

16. —Lieut. William W. Carruth, Sixth Battery Massachusetts Light Artil¬ 


lery. 

No. 17.—Maj. Horace O. Whittemore, Thirtieth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 18.—Capt. Charles E. Clarke, Sixth Michigan Infantry. 

No. 19.—Lieut. Col. Volney S, Fullam, Seventh Vermont Infantry. 

No*. 20.—Col. Frank S. Nickerson, Fourteenth Maine Infantry, commanding left wing 


Second Brigade, 

No. 21.—Lieut. Col. Richard Fitz Gibhons, Ninth Connecticut Infantry. 

No. 22.—Capt. James Grimsley, Twenty-first Indiana Infantry. 

No*. 23.—Lieut. Col. Sidney A. Bean, Fourth Wisconsin Infantry. 

24._Maj. G^n. John C- Breckinridge, C. S. Army, commanding expedition, of 
engagement at Baton Rouge and occupation of Port Hudson. 

No. 25.—Return of Casualties in the First Division, Confederate forces. 

1 ^ 0 * 26.—Capt. John A. Buckner, Assistant Adjutaut-Geueral, C. S. Army, command¬ 
ing First Brigade, First Division. 

No. 27.—Col. Jeptba Edwards, Thirty-first Alub.ima Infantry. 

28.—Lieut. Col. John Snodgrass, Fourth Alabama Battalion. 

No*. 29.—Capt. John H. Millett, Fourth K«mtiieky Infantry. 

No. 30.— Maj. J. C. Wicklifle, Fifth Keutucky lutantry. 

No. 31.—Maj. H. E. Topp, Thirty-first Mississippi Iuiantr\. ^ . u • 

No. 32.—Col. T. B. Smith, Twentieth Tennessee lufautry, commanding Fourth Bri- 

No. 33.—Brfg. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. S. Army, toiiimanding Second Division, with 
Return of Casualties. 

No. 34 .-C 0 I. J. W. Robertson, Thirty-fifth Alabama Infantry, commanding First 

Brigade. , 

No. 35.—Col. J. W. Robertson, Thirty-fifth Alahaiiia lutantry. 

No'. S'?.—Lieut. Col. Edward Goodwin, Thirty-filth Alabama Infantry. 

No". 37.—Capt. J. H. Bowman, Third Kentucky Infantry. 



b W. FLA., S, ALA., 8. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Ohap. xxm 

No. S8.—^Lieut. CoL M. H. Cofor, Sixth Kentacky Infantry. 

No. 39.—Col. Edvrard Orossland^ Seventh Kentucky Infantry. 

No. 40.—Col. H. W. Allen^ Fourth Louisiana Infantry, commanding Second Bri¬ 
gade. 

No. 41.—Col, Gustavus A. Breaux, Thirtieth Louisiana Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No, 42.—^Lieut. Col. S. E. Hunter, Fourth Louisiana Infantry. 

No. 43.—Col. Gustavus A. Breaux, Thirtieth Louisiana Infantry. 

No. 44.—Lieut. Col. T. Shields, Thirtieth Louisiana Infantry. 

No. 45.—Capt. Thomas Bynum, Boyd^s Battalion, Stewart’s Legion, 

No. 46.—Capt. O. J. Semmes, commanding Battery. 


No. 1. 

JR^ort of Brig. Gon. M. L. Smithy 0. 8. Army^ commanding defernes of 
Viclcsbmg^ of operations at Vicksburg^ May IS-July 27. 

Heabqtjaetees Third District, 

Vicksburg^ Miss..^ August —, 1862. 

Major : The following report of the attack and defense of Vicks¬ 
burg is respectfully submitted to the major-general commanding the 
District of Mississippi: 

I assumed command of Vicksburg and its defenses on May 12 , in 
obedience to orders from Major-General Lovell, and proceeded at once 
to prepare for the approach of the enemy, then known to ha.ve passed 
Baton Bouge with a formidable fleet, having in view to open the river 
to Memphis and Fort Pillow, then in our possession. At the time of 
arriving the state of preparation for defense was as follows: Of the 
ten batteries that have been in use three were mostly completed and a 
fourth begun 5 the armed troops present consisted of the remnant of 
the Eighth Louisiana Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Pinkney, and the 
Twenty-seventh Louisiana Volunteers, Colonel Marks, both of my bri¬ 
gade, which had preceded me some six or ten days. Col. J. L. Autry, 
ordered here by General Bragg, was found in command, pushing the 
works forward vigorously through his chief engineer, Capt. D. B. Har¬ 
ris, who afterward remained with me in the same capacity until most 
of the w^orks were completed.* 

From the 12th until the 18th the works were pushed forward night 
and day with all^ possible vigor, at the end of which the first division 
of the Federal fleet, together with transports carrying some 3,000 men, 
made their ai)pearance, and found us in a condition to dispute with a 
fair pros])ect of success a farther advance 5 that is to say, six batteries 
were (jomplete, the eamioueers at their posts and fairly drilled. The 
arrival of tliis advanced division was immediately followed by a de¬ 
mand for the surrender of Vicksburg and its defenses, couched in the 
following terms: 


Unitbd States Steamer Oneida, 

Near Vicksburg, May 18, 1862. 

To tlu* Authorities at Vicksburg; 

Tlio wifh orders from Flag-Officer Farragut and Major-General Butler, 

rospcctliilly (leiiiaud, in advance of the approaching fleet, the surrender of Vicksburg 


^^See Beauregard to Cooper, September 24, 1862, in “Correspondence, etc.,”pos#. 
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and ite defoMes to the lawful anthority of the United States, ander whivh nitrate 
property and personal rights will be respected. 

Very respectfully yours, 


The subjoined reply was returned: 


8. PHILLIPS LEE, U. & N., 
Commanding Advance of Kaioal IHMm. 
T. WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-Qemtral. 


Phillips Leb, U. S. N., 

Commanding Advance of Naval 


Hsadquastebs, Vickilmrgj May 18, 1866. 
Division: 


Sir: Your communication of this date, addressed to the authorities of Vieksbni^, 
demanding the surrender of the city and its defenses, has been received. In regara 
to the surrender of the defenses, I have to reply that, having been ordered here to 
hold these defenses, my intention is to do so as long as it is in my power. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. L. SMITH, 

Brigadier^Generalf Commandimg, 


I remark here that the citizens of the town had with gi^t unanimiiy 
made up their minds that its possession ought to be maintained at ail 
hazards, even though total demolition shoald he the result This de¬ 
termination was enthusiastically concurred in by persons of all ages 
and both sexes and borne to my ears from every quarter. Thus cheered 
on and upheld the defense became an affair of more than public intei^t, 
and the approving sentiments of those so deeply interested unquestion¬ 
ably had its influence on the ultimate result as affairs stand to-day. 
Our cause probably needed an example of this kind, and assuredly a 
bright one has been given. 

The inhabitants had been advised to leave the city when the smoke 
of the ascending gunboats was first seen, under the impression that 
the enemy would open fire immediately on arrival; hence the above 
demand found the city sparsely populated and somewhat prepared for 
an attack, although when it really commenced there were numbers still 
to depart, besides many who had determined to remain and take the 
chances of escaping unharmed, a few of whom absolutely endured to 
the end. As bearing immediately upon the defense of this place, meas¬ 
ures had also been taken to push the Arkansas to complete m. It was 
reported that the contractor had virtually suspended work; that me¬ 
chanics and workmen were leaving: that supplies were wanting: finally, 
that a very considerable quantity of iron prepared for covering her had 
been sunk in the Yazoo Eiver. Steps were taken to promptly furnish 
mechanics and supplies, and a bell-boat being obtained and sent up to 
the spot, the prepared iron was soon recovered. It was considered 
fortunate that soon after this Captain Browm was assigned t<» the 
of completing the boat, as after his assignment this important work 


gave me no further concern. ^ i 

The enemy remained apparently inactive until the -Orii, dniiiia ^^lllcn 
time the advance division of the fleet was joined by other mmboats, 
making ten in all. Mv force had in the mean time been increased by 
the Twentieth and Twenty-eighth Louisiana Yoluutecrs, numbeiing tor 
duty some 500 each, by five companies of Starke's cacalry. one imtrery 
Withers’ artillery, Captain Kidley, and four companies Sixth llibsis- 
sippi Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Balfour; but all new troops, jpt 
mustered into service, and indiiferently armed. These were thrown tor- 
ward toward Warrenton, and disposed for disputing inch by inch 
approach by land. This force was subsequently increased by the h ourtli 
^nd Fifth Louisiana, 
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The ensuing ten days I consider the most critical period of the de¬ 
fenses of Vicksburg; batteries incomplete; guns not mounted; troops 
few, and both officers and men entirely new to service, and not a single 
regul^ officer to assist in organizing and commanding. Had a prompt 
and vigorous attack been made by the enemy, while I think the dispo¬ 
sitions made would have insured their repulse, still the issue would have 
been less certain than at any time afterwards. 

The enemy opened fire on the afternoon of the 26th for the first time, 
and continued about two hours, apparently with a view of getting our 
range. The orders given to the batteries were not to return their fire 
at extreme range, and at ordinary range only at considerable intervals. 
This policy was adhered to throughout; at first because little ammuni¬ 
tion had then arrived; afterward for the reason that our works could 
not be injured by direct firing, and by saving the men they were fresh 
night and day to meet close and serious attacks, such as occurred before 
the termination of the bombardment; besides, the enemy were thus kept 
ignorant of our real strength as well as the effect of their own shot. It 
was not long before they apparently came to the conclusion that no im¬ 
pression could be made on our works by their gunboats, nor the erection 
of new batteries prevented whenever attempted, and the remaining six 
batteries of the ten first-mentioned were constructed under their eyes. 

From May 20 to the middle of June the firing was kept up at inter¬ 
vals and more or less heavy, the latter part of the time directed mainly 
at the town and at localities where they apparently thought troops were 
encamped. 

From June 14 to 18 there was an entire cessation of the attack, the 
mortar fleet that had bombarded Forts Jackson and Saint Philip being 
on the way here to join in the attack. They began to arrive on the 18th, 
and to the number of eighteen or nineteen were in position on the 20th, 
on the afternoon of which day the bombardment again opened. Prior to 
this a new source of anxiety arose. Fort Pillow and Memphis had fallen, 
and, in addition to the attack we were enduring, Vicksburg was threat¬ 
ened by a combined land and naval force from above. 

From the 20th to the 27th the bombardment was pretty constant 
during the day-time, at times very heavy, but generally ceasing at 10 
or 11 o’clock at night. 

Oil the evening of the 27th the tiring began to increase in fury, and 
for some hours a shower of bomb-shells was rained upon our batteries 
that severely tried the nerve and courage of both officers and men. 
Still the damage was quickly rej^aired, and the men held their places 
at the guns. 

At daylight on the 28th the enemy recommenced with the same fury, 
and it was soon perceived that the entire gunboat fleet was in motion, 
moving rapidly up in front of the batteries and city, and it became 
apparent that the decisive struggle was at hand. Some thirty-five 
vessels were soon firing as rapidly as was possible, the mortars filling 
the air with shells, and the sloops of war and gunboats delivering 
broadside after broadside of shot, shell, and grape, aeitording to their 
distance. Our batteries ox)ened as soon as the vessels were within 
range and for the first time in lull force. The roar of cannon was now 
continuous and dealeniiig; loud explosions shook the city to its founda¬ 
tions; shot and shell went hissing and tearing through trees and walls, 
scattering fragments far and wide in their terrific flight; men, women, 
and children rushed into the streets, and, amid the crash of falling 
houses, commenced their hasty flight to the country for safety. This 
continued for about an hour and a half, when the enemy left, the ves- 
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* 

sels that had passed the lower batteries continning on up the river, 
apparently as the quickest means of getting oat of range, tbot^e that 
had not passed rapidly dropping down. 

The result of this effort on the paiii of the enemy was inost satisfac¬ 
tory; not a single gun was silenced, none disabled, and, io their sur¬ 
prise, the serious bombardment of the preceding seven days had thrown 
nothing out of fighting trim. It also demonstmteil to our satisfaction 
that how large soever the number of guns and mortar-boats, our bat¬ 
teries could probably be successfully held; consequently that the ulti¬ 
mate success of our resistance hinged upon a movement by land. The 
enemy evidently came to the same conclusion, as, after one week's 
bombardment with theii* mortars and the final attempt on the morning 
of June 28 to silence and take oar guns, the attack sensibly decreased 
in vigor and persistency". 

Up to the 28th there had been a great pressure on my command, 
owing to the limited number of men. The situation of the enemy’s 
fleet and the peculiar shape of the river in this vicinity, combined with 
the proximity of the Yazoo and the expected descent of a largo force 
from above (as reported), had necessitated a rather heavy line of pick¬ 
ets, extending along a distance of 20 miles. To keep up this line and 
sustain a heavy attack at the same time taxed the energies of my men 
to a great extent. The arrival of the advance brigade of Major-Gen¬ 
eral Breckinridge’s reserve corps was a gi'eat lespite. and as the force 
was gradually increased, thus bringing us to an equality in numbers 
with that which accompanied the fleet, it was almost felt that Vick^- 
burg was no longer besieged. The general command of these delenses 
was assumed by Maj. Gen. Earl Tan Dom on June 2b, Major-General 
Lovell having been relieved by him fi*om the command of the depart- 


ment. , i * 

Being authorized to make requisitions on the reserve cor]»s torwliuT- 

ever force was deemed necessary to carry out the ]»lau of deieme, the 
picket front was after the 28th divided into live divisions, the two 
extreme ones guarded by detachments from my brigade {Thud Louis¬ 
iana), the remaining three by detachments from BrigcMier Oeneral 
Preston’s, Helm’s, and Colonel Statham’s brigades, re-enlorced by light 
batteries from Colonel Withers’ artillery. i 

The fleet from Memphis began to make its appearance above on 
June 26, and continued to receive accessions until it numbered in all 
fortv-odd gunboats, mortar boats, rams, and transport^. 

Firing commenced from this fleet on July 12, and, although at no Tim 
as heavy as from the lower fleet, continued with but little interruption 
until the final bombardment of the attack. 

On the morning of [July] lo the daiiug j>assage ol the ram 
out of the Yazoo tbiongh the enemy s fleet beemed to ^ 

prompt descent of those vessels that had passwl up ou ^ 

Everything tvas accordingly placed in readmess eiu. i f' 

tervof 24 pounders, just erected, was manned by a luh. nKiLeiy 
tadiment iVom Preston’s brigade, under Lieutenant Gi..ee\. am. '-.laip- 
SooteS fiSu the same brigade placed along the baim v.l,i:eier the 

descended amid the roar of cannon, the J^ur-hed 
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vas mainly over in the conrse of an honr, and at the batteries not a 
single casualty from the enemy’s shot occurred. 

From the 15th to the 18th the enemy were mainly occupied in endeav¬ 
oring to sink the Arkansas with their mortars, and on the morning of 
the 18th a daring attempt was made to cut her out from under one of 
our batteries. It resulted, however, in no injury to the Arkansas, but 
in the destruction of one of their boats. This was really the termina¬ 
tion of the attack, although the bombardment was kept up xmtil the 
27th, when both fleets disappeared. 

It will thus be seen that the enemy were in front of Yicksburg sixty- 
seven days, during which the combined efforts of two powerM fleets 
have been foiled, and the accompanying land force, from 4,000 to 5,000, 
held at bay. The number of shot and shell thrown by the fleet is 
unknown 5 it had been estimated as high as 25,000 and put as low as 
20,000. The number, however, is unimportant, and mentioned only to 
illustrate the fact that the loss to a land battery when attacked by one 
afloat is comparatively small. 

The casualties from the enemy’s firing were 7 killed and 15 wounded; 
in the town 2 only are reported. 

The enemy fired at least ten shots to our one, and their number of 
killed and wounded can, from information, be safely put down at five 
times as great. 

It is a matter of surprise that not a single gun was dismounted during 
the whole time, and only two temporarily disabled, both being repaired 
in one night. The number of guns brought against us, including mor¬ 
tars, could not have been much less than 300; the number on our side 
was, as you are aware, considerably less. 

After this general description given, it would be great injustice not 
to mention the commands andtheirofticers that have been instrumental 
in so signal a success. The batteries were manned by three companies 
First Eogimerit Louisiana Artillery, two companies of the Twenty-second, 
two companies Twenty-third Louisiana Volunteers, Major Clinch; four 
companies heavy artillery from Fort Pillow, Major Hoadley; three com¬ 
panies Eighth Louisiana Battalion, Major Ogden. Col. A. Jackson, jr., 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Sterling, both of the heavy artillery, were re¬ 
spectively in immediate command of the upper and lower batteries, and 
Colonel Fuller chief of heavy artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Pinkney, 
Eighth Louisiana Battalion, in command of two of the lower batteries 
for a portion of the time, was temporarily relieved under a special or¬ 
ganization, which reduced the battalion to a major’s command. The 
oflicers commanding these companies were as follows: Captains Capers, 
Grayson, Butler, Tissot, Purves, Ilarrod, Todd, Dismukes, Parks,liTor- 
man, Postlethwaitc, Durrive, Kerr, and Lieutenants Bustis, Butler, and 
McCrory. The names of the above-mentioned officers are given for the 
reason that, in connection with their lieutenants and men, they have 
passed through an ordeal that troops are but seldom called upon to 
undergo. For more than seventy-live days and nights have these bat¬ 
teries been contimioiisly manned and ready for action at a moment’s 
notice; during inncli of this time the roar of cannon has been unceas¬ 
ing, and tlieie have been portions of it during which the noise of falling 
shot and tlie explosions of shells have been such as might make the 
stoutest heart quail, yet none faltered; the blazing sun, the fatiguing 
night-watch, the storm of battle, all were alike cheerfully endured, and 
whenever called upon heavy and telling blows were dealt upon our foes 
in return. 1 feel a pride in having such officers and such men under 
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my command, for they have nobly sustained onr cause in time of need, 
have added to the country’s glopry, and deserve well of her gratitude. 

Some officers possibly attracted my attention more than others by 
their chivalric courage and inspiriting manner, yet the conduct of all was 
so noble and unexceptionable that I do not venture to particularize. 

The distant picketing was most efficiently and faithfully performed 
by the cavalry, commanded at different times by Colonel Starke, lieu- 
tenant-OoIonel Ferguson, and Major Jones, according as they were 
present. The nearer picket duty, together with that of being at sdl 
times guarded against surprise and ready to meet an attack, was so pa¬ 
tiently and carefully performed by the Twenty-sixth, Twenty-seventh, 
and Twenty-eighth Louisiana Volunteers, under Colonels Be Clouet, 
Marks, and Allen Thomas; the Fourth and Seventeenth Louisiana. 
Volunteers, Colonel Allen and Colonel Eichardson; also by the Thii-d 
Regiment and Sixth Battalion Mississippi Volunteers, Colonel Mellon 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Balfour, together with Withers’ light artillery, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Parker, that 1 felt secure in giving most of 
my attention to the bombardment going on. 

"whenever events demanded a united movement of all I found a most 
reliable and efficient officer to represent me and carry out my instruc¬ 
tions in the person of my present assistant adjutant-general. Colonel 
Giranlt, whose judgment and zeal were never at fault. 

Of Captain Lockett, the accomplished engineer officer of my staff, 
I have to speak in terms of unqualified praise, both as regards skill in 
his profession and qualities as a soldier. The services of such an officer 
are so important and indispensable as to have all the effect of a positive 
increase of force in determining the issue of a contest. I most cordially 


recommend him to notice. 

Captain McDonald, brigade ordnance officer, and Captains Frost and 
Harrod, aides, have in turn performed almost every duty dining the 
siege known to the service; always prompt, they are distinguished for 
intelligence and perseverance in the performance of duty that merits 
Constant praise. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

To the brigade quartermaster, Maj. J. W. Patton, and brigade com¬ 
missary, Major Reed, are due such mention as devoted attention to 
their duties and the interests of the service merit; both have performed 
all the duties pertaining to a department, and both have been compelled 
almost to create what they have had. 

The part borne during the latter days of the bombardment by a de¬ 
tachment from Major-General Breckinridge’s division requires special 
mention. Captain Cobb’s company of light artillery, under Lieutenant 
Gracey, manned a battery which was so spiritedly served as to attract 
attention on both occasions in which it was engaged and was even 
noticed by the enemy. The sharpshooters detailed from the same 
command kept up a galling fire on the enemy during the f 

the vessels on the evening of the 15th, and drove them fiom the tops. 
The lamented Colonel Statham’s brigade, under his own lead, showed 
a bravery in guarding the front of attack assigned him that could not 
be surpassed. On one occasion, having forced his way though a swainp 
deemed impassable, he made a rush uijon the 

shore, driving the force guarding on board, and had the positions ot 

the boats been accurately known would wat 

destroyed several. The engineer company, under Oaptam Wintter, was 
steadily occupied in the repairs of batteries and did valuable service. 

The report of the struggle at Vicksburg would be 
out the following merited tribute: Paring the engagement of the 28th 
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a most estimable lady, Mrs. Gamble, lost her life by the fragment of a 
shell striking her while leaving the city. This lady deserves more than 
a passing notice. Burning with patriotism, she inspired all around her 
with the noble spirit of resistance to oppression and confidence in the 
success of our cause. Ever present in the hospitals, ministering to the 
sick and wounded soldiers, she was among the last of her sex to leave 
the devoted city, where she yielded up her life in attestation of her faith 
and devotion. Though but the type of a. class of which our Southern 
land can boast, she is a martyr to the cause she loved, and without her 
name the histoiy which Vicksburg has made for herself would be in¬ 
complete. 

To the citizens of Vicksburg anation^s thanks are due for their noble 
example in surrendering their property and homes to almost certain 
destruction, and that so little damage was done does not detract from 
the merit of their act, but rather serves to call for gratitude to the Su¬ 
preme Being, who has not only preserved from destruction the homes 
of a patriotic people, but in mercy granted a victory over their enemies. 

In conclusion, I deem it proper to remark upon the manner in which 
the bombardment was conducted. In locating the batteries pains had 
been taken to place them without the limits of the town, advantageous 
positions even having been rejected with that view, so that in the ap¬ 
proaching struggle the fight might, if the enemy so chose, he confined 
to the armed points, and the city itself, which could have no bearing 
upon the ultimate issue, be made to sufler as little as an enlightened 
and humane method of conducting war would lead us to expect, and 
which under the same circumstances I think most enemies would have 
pursued. Events did not justify our expectations. The bombardment 
opened upon both batteries and town. This was expected and could not 
be objected to, and no fault is found at its continuing so as long as the 
enemy had hopes of accomplishing their object; but when the attack 
on the batteries ceased, when the bombarding force began even to 
gradually leave, when it was notorious that they deemed their attack 
a failure, then to continue to throw shells into a beautiful town, as wsfs 
done day after day, with the sole purpose of injuring it, of defacing it, 
of destroying private property, indicated a spirit of wanton destruction 
scarcely pardonable in the uncivilized Indian. This seemed to be the 
special mission of the upper fleet. Shame to the man who commanded it! 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. L. SMITH, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding Defenses of VicJcshurg. 

Maj. M.*M. Kimmel, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ District of 3iississippi. 

[Addenda.*! 


Mayor’s Office, 
Vicksburg, Miss., May 18, 18G2. 


S. P. Lee, U. S. H., 

Commanding Advance of Naval Division : 

Your communication of this date, addressed “To the authorities of 
Vicksburg,’’ t has been delivered to me. In reifly 1 will state to you 
that, as lar as the municipal authorities are concerned, \ye have erected 
no defenses, and none are within the corporative limits of the city. 


* Einl>i.i( iiii> the (<)n<*spoiKleii<*o in rofexence to surrender of Vicksburg not em¬ 
braced ill General Smith’s report, 
t See Snuth^s report, p. 6. 
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But, sir, in farther reply I will state that neither the municipal author¬ 
ities nor the citizens will ever consent to the snrrender of the city. 
BespectfuUy, yours, 

L. LENDSAY, 

Manpr ofi^e CUy. 


Headquarters, 
Vicksburg, Miss.y Mag 18,1862. 

S. P. Lee, 

Comdg. Advimce of Naval Division, U. 8. 8. Oneida: 

Sir : As y6ur communication of this date is addressed To the au¬ 
thorities of Yicksbnrg,’’ and that yon may have a full reply to the said 
communication, I have to state that Mississippians don^t know and 
refuse to learn how to surrender to an enemy. If Commodore Farragut 
or Brigadier-General Butler can teach them, let them come and tey. 
As to the defenses of Vicksburg, I respectfully refer you to Brigadier- 
General Smith, commanding forces at or near Vicksburg, whose reply 
is herewith inclosed.* 

EespeotfuUy, 

JAMES L. AUTET, 

Military Governor and Colonel Commanding Post. 


TJ. S. Steamer Oneida, 

Below Vicksburg, Miss., May 21, 1862. 

L. Lindsay, Esq., 

Mayor of the City of VicJcsburg: 

Sir: It becomes my duty to give you notice to remove the women 
and children beyond the range of our guns within twenty-four hours, 
as it will be impossible to attack the defenses without injuring or de¬ 
stroying the town, a proceeding which all the authorities of Vicksburg 
seem determined to require. I had hoped that the same spirit which 
induced the military authorities to retire from the city of Kew Orleans 
rather than wantonly sacrifice the lives and property of its inhabitants 
would have been followed here. 

Bespecttally, yours, ^ PHILLIPS LEB, . 

Commanding Advance of Naval Division. 


:Mayor’s Office. 
VicJcsburg, Misfi., May 21, 1862. 

S. P. Lee, U. S. Navy, _ rr c o ^ *7 . 

Gomdg. Advance of Naval Division, TJ. S. 8. Oneinu . 

Sir: Your communication of this date was handed to me at a late 
hour this evening; too late to give public notice to the women and 
children. In consequence thereof I shall date your twenty-four hours 
time from to-morrow morning, the 22 d instant, at 8 a. m. 

Eespectfully, LESTOSAT, Mayor. 


See Smitks report, p. 7. 
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U. S. Steamer Oneida, 

Below VicJcsburg, Miss.^ May 22,1862. 

L. Lindsay, Esq., 

Mayor of the City of Vicksburg : 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your coramunication of 
yesterday evening, and in reply have to state that my communication 
of yesterday in rdation to the removal of the women and children was 
for the purpose of placing it at my option to fire or not, as I might 
think proper, at the earliest moment upon the defenses of the town 
without producing a loss of innocent life, and to that determination I 
shall adhere. 

RespectfoUy, yours, 

S. PHILLIPS LEE, 
Commanding Advance of Naval Division. 


No. 2 . 

Reports of Mag, Gen. Earl Van Dorn^ G. 8. Army^ commanding District of 
Mississippi^ of operations at Vicksburg and Baton Rouge^ June 21--August 
0 {including destruction of the Arkansas)^ with congratulatory orders. 

ViCKSBtTEa, Miss., June 28, 1862. 
Bombardment heavy yesterday and this morning. No flinching. 
Houses perforated 5 none ljurat yet. Contest will commence when en¬ 
emy attempt to land; he will probably try it. Crippled several boats. 
They only amuse our men by firing on them occasionally. There are 
about forty vessels of war and mortar-boats, all sound and fury and to 
brave men contemptible. Will keep you advised. 

EARL VA3^ DOBN, 

Major-General. 

The President. 


Jaokson, Miss., August 7, 1862. 

Arkansas ordered to co operate with General Breckinridge. Broke 
machinery 5 miles above Baton Rouge. On way down was attacked by 
enemy. In this condition fought well, iiillicting great damage to gun¬ 
boats, and was then blown up by crew, all of whom escaped; so re¬ 
ported. Breckinridge drove the enemy from town to cover of boats. 
Burnt camp and large amount of stores. Captured some prisoners 
and several colors. Was reduced onc-liali* by sickness since left Yicks- 
burg. General Clark mortally wounded. General Thomas Williams, 
commanding enemy’s troops, and several other i^rominont officers, killed. 
Sending re-enforcements to break up garrison entirely. Breckinridge 
in camp 10 miles from Baton Rouge. 

EARL YAl^ DOBN, 

Major-General. 

Secretary of War. 


[Indorsement.] 

Bead with deep regret for loss of Arkansas, but joy at the success of 
our troops, and hope that it will be made complete. 


J. D. 
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Headquarters District of Mississippi, 

JcLckson^ Miss.^ Septemoer 9, 1862. 

General : I have the honor to submit for the information of the 
War Depptment the following report of the defense of.Vicksburg and 
of operations in this district up to the present time: 

Pursuant to orders, I assumed command of this district and the de¬ 
fenses of Vicksburg on June 27. Prior to my arrival Major-General 
Lovell, having resolved to defend the city, had ordered a detail of his 
force, under the command of Brig, Gen. M. L. Smith, to garrison the 
place and construct works for its defense. I found the city besieged by 
a powerful fleet of war vessels and an army. The inhabitants, inspired 
by a noble patriotism, had determined to devote the city to destruction 
rather than see it fall into the hands of an enemy who had abandoned 
many of the rules of civilized warfare. This voluntary sacrifice on the 
altar of liberty inspired me with the determination to defend to the last 
extremity. Orders to this effect were at once issued, to which my army 
responded with the liveliest enthusiasm. The citizens retired to the 
interior while the troops marched in and pitched their tents in the valleys 
and on the hills adjacent in convenient position to support batteries 
and strike assailants. 

The batteries of heavy guns already established by the skill and 
energy of General Smith on the crest of the hills overlooking the river 
were placed in complete readiness for action. Other guns were brought 
up from Mobile, from Richmond, from Columbus, and elsewhere, and 
put in battery. Breckitiridge’s division occupied the city. Smithes 
brigade, which previous to my arrival had furnished the garrison of 
the place, manned the batteries, and with details from Breckinridge’s 
division guarded the approaches in front and on the flanks. Withers’ 
light artillery was placed in such positions as to sweep all near ap¬ 
proaches, while Starke’s cavalry watched at a distance on our flanks on 
the Yazoo and below Warren ton on the Mississippi. 

Prior to my assuming command the attacking force of the enemy 
was conflued to Porter’s mortar fleet and Farragut’s gunboats (with 
their attendant army in transports), which had ascended the river from 
liTew Orleans. For the operations of this force in attack and for the 
successful and heroic resistance made by General Smith and the troops 
under his command I refer the Department to the satisfactory and 
graphic report of that officer, herewith communicated. 

The evacuation of Fort Pillow and the fall of Memphis opened the 
new danger of a combination between the upper and lower fleets of 
the enemy. This junction was cflected early in July, and thus an added 
force of more than forty gunboats, mortar-boats, rams, and transports 
lay in menace before the city. On July 12 it opened fire and kept up 
a continuous attack until the bombardment of the city ceased. Having 
received authority from the President to use the rani Arkansas as part 
of my force, some days luior to July 15 I issued an order to Oapt. fl. FT.] 
Brown to assume command of her and prepare her for immediate and 
active service. From all reliable sources I learned that she was a vessel 
capable 'of great resistance and armed ^ith large oflensive power. 
Making the order imperative, I commanded Captain Brown to take 
her through the raft of the Yazoo, aud after sinking the Star of the 
West in the passage to go out and attack the up^ier fleet of the enemy, 
to the cover of my batteries. I left it to his judgment to determine 
whether on reaching the city his vessel was in a condition to proceed 
down the river and destroy the lower mortar fleet. Captain Brown 
properly substituted a vessel of inferior quality in place of the Star of 
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West, entered the Mississippi, and on the memorable morning of 
July 15 immortalized his single vessel, himself, and the heroes under 
his command by an achievement the most brilliant ever recorded in 
naval annals. I deeply regret that I am unable to enrich my report by 
an authentic account of the heroic action of the officers and men of the 
Arkansas. Commodore [Win. F.| Lynch declines to furnish me with a 
report of the action, on the ground that he was an officer out of the scope 
of my command. The glory of this deed of the Arkansas stung the pride 
of the Federal I^avy, and led to the most speedy but unsuccessful effort 
of the combined fleets to destroy her. I refer the Department to the 
accompanying report of General Smith for an accurate detail of those 
efforts, as also for a connected and faithful relation of the important 
events which make the history of the siege and defense of Vicksburg. 
With the failure to destroy or take the Arkansas the siege of Vicksburg 
practically ended. The attack on the batteries soon ceased, and the 
enemy, baffled and enraged by an unexpected, determined, and persist¬ 
ent defense, vented his wrath in impotent and barbarian efforts to de¬ 
stroy the city. On July 27 both fleets disappeared—foiled in a more 
than two months’ struggle to reduce the place. 

The casualties on our side during the entire siege were 22 killed and 
wounded. iN^ot a gun was dismounted and but two were temporarily 
disabled. 

The successful defense of Vicksburg is due to the unflinching valor 
of the cannoneers, who, unwearied by watchfulness, night and day 
stood by their gnus, unawed by the terrors of a fierce and continuous 
bombardment; to the sleepless vigilance and undaunted courage of the 
tro()i)S, wlio lay at all hours in close supporting distance of every bat¬ 
tery, ready to beat back the invader so soon as his footsteps should 
touch the shore; to the skillful location of scattered batteries, and last, 
but not least, to that great moral power—a high and patriotic resolve, 
pervading and swelling the breasts of officers, soldiers, and citizens— 
that at every cost the enemy should be repelled. I refer the Depart¬ 
ment to the specific enumeration of the names of officers and men who 
won distinction by meritorious service during the siege, as reported by 
General Smith, and I heartily indorse his commendations. 

Satislied that the enemy disappeared from Vicksburg under the mor- 
tilying conviction that it was imiuegnable to his attack, I resolved to 
strike a blow before he had time to organize and mature a new scheme 
of assault. 

Tiic enemy hold Baton Rouge, the capital of Louisiana, 40 miles below 
the mouth of Red River, with a land force of about 3,500 men, in 
conjunction with four or live gunboats and some transports. It was 
a matter of great necessity to us tljat tlie navigation of Red River 
should bo oi)ened as high as Vicksburg. Supplies much needed existed 
there, hard to be obtained from any other quarter, and strong military 
reasons demanded that we should hold the Mississippi at two points, to 
facilitate communications and co-operation between my district and 
the TranwS-Mississipi)i Department. The capture of Baton Rouge and 
the forces of the enemy at that point would open the Mississippi, secure 
the navigation of Red River, then in a state of blockade, and also 
render easier the recapture of New Orleans. To this end I gave orders 
to General Breckinridge to move upon Baton Rouge with a force of 
5,000 men picked from the troops at Vicksburg, and added to his 
command the whole effective force of General Ruggles, then at Camp 
Moore, making a total force of 6,000 men. To insure the success of 
the ulau 1 ordered the Arkansas to co-operate with the land forces 
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by a simultaneous attack from the river. All damages sustained by 
the Arkansas from the fleets of the enemy had been repaired, and 
when she left the wharf at Yicksburg for Baton Eogue she was deemed 
to be as formidable in attack or defense as when she defied a fleet of 
forty vessels of war, many of them iron-dads. With such effective 
means I deemed the taking of Baton Rouge and the destruction or 
capture of the enemy on land and water the reasonable result of the 
expedition. 

By epidemic disease the land force under Major-General Breckin¬ 
ridge was reduced to less than 3,000 effective men within the period of 
ten days after he reached Camp Moore. The Arkansas, after arrivmg 
within a short distance of Baton Rouge in ample time for joint action 
at the appointed hour of attack, suddenly became unmanageable from 
a failure in her machinery and engine, which all the efforts of her en¬ 
gineers could not repair. The gallant Breckinridge, advised by tele¬ 
gram every hour of her progress toward Baton !]fi>uge and punting 
on her co-operation, attacked the enemy with his whole effective force 
(then reduced to about 2,500 men), drove him from all his positions, 
and forced him to seek protection under the cover of his gunboats. 

I regret to state that the labors of General Breckinridge in a distant 
field of operations have thus far prevented him from making to me a 
report of his action, but enough has transpired to enable me to assure 
the Department that the batlSe of Baton Rouge illustrated the valor of 
our troops and the skill and intrepidity of their commander. His re¬ 
port will he forwarded so soon as it is received. 

It will be thus manifest to the Department that an enterprise so 
hopeful in its promise met with partial failure only from causes which 
were not only beyond my control, bat out of the reach of ordinary fore¬ 
sight. I could not anticipate the sudden illness of 3,000 picked men, 
and the failure of the Arkansas at the critical hour appointed to her for 
added honors was a joyful surprise to the startled fleet of the enemy 
and a wonder to all who had witnessed her glory at Ticksburg. 

Advised of the result of the expedition, I immediately ordered the 
occupation of Port Hudson, a point selected for its eligibility for de¬ 
fense and for its capacity for offensive annoyance of the enemy-estah- 
lished batteries—manned them with experienced gunners and guarded 
them by an adequate supporting force, holding Baton Rouge in the 
mean while in menace. The effect of these operations was the evacua¬ 
tion of Baton Rouge by the enemy and his disappearance from the Mis¬ 
sissippi between the capital ot Louisiana and Vicksburg. The results 
sought by the movemeut agaiust Baton Rouge have been to a great 
extent attained. We hold two points on the Mississippi, more than 200 
miles, unmolested by the enemy and closed to him. The navigation 
of the Mississippi River from the mouth of Red River to Vicksburg was 
at once opened and still remains open to our commerce, ^\mg us also 
the importaut advantage of water connection by Red River ot the 
East with the West. Indispensable supplies have been and continue 
to be drawn from this source. The desired facilities for commnnica- 
tiou and co-operatiou between this district aud the Trans^lississippi 
Department have been established. The recapture of New Orleans has 
been made easier to our army. • j j. • 

I think it due to the truth of history to correct the error industn- 
ouslv spread by the official reports of the enemy touching the destruc¬ 
tion of the Arkansas. She was no trophy won by the Essex nor did 
she receive injury at Baton Rouge from the hands of any of her adver- 

2 E E—^VOL XV 
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saries. Lieutenant Stevens, her gallant commander, finding her un- 
manageahle, moored her to the shore. On the cautious approach of 
the enemy, who kept at a respectful distance, he landed his crew, cut 
her from her moorings, fired her with his own hands, and turned her 
adrift down the river. With every gun shotted, our flag floating from 
her how, and not a man on board, the Arkansas bore down upon the 
enemy and gave him battle. The guns were discharged as the flames 
reached them, and when her last shot was fired the explosion of her 
magazine ended the brief but glorious career of the Arkansas. ^‘It 
was beautiful,” said Lieutenant Stevens, while the tears stood in his 
eyes, ‘^to see her, when abandoned by commander and crew and dedi¬ 
cated to sacrifice, fighting the battle on her own hook.” I trust that 
the ofiSicial report of Commodore Lynch will do justice to the courage, 
constancy, and resolution of the officers and men who were the last crew 
of the Arkansas. 

I deem it eminently proper to say to the Department that neither the 
spirit which resolved to dispute at Vicksburg the jurisdiction of the 
Mississippi Eiver nor the energy which successfully executed that 
resolution was local in its character. ISTor was it a spirit bounded by 
State lines or circumscribed by State pride. It was a broad, catholic 
spirit, wide as our country, and unlimited as the independence which 
we straggle to establish. The power which baffled the enemy resided 
in the breasts of the soldiers of seven States, marshaled behind the 
ramparts of Vicksburg. Mississippians were there, but there, too, also 
were the men of Kentucky, of Tennessee, of Alabama, of Arkansas, of 
Louisiana, and of Missouri, as ready to defend the emporium of Missis¬ 
sippi as to strike down the foe at their own hearth stones. 

I incorporate with my report a schedule of the forces under my com¬ 
mand at Vicksburg as a proper contribution to the archives of the 
Confederacy. 

General Helm: Fourth Kentucky Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hynes; Fifth Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel Hunt; Tliirty-first Ala¬ 
bama Volunteers, Colonel Edwards; Fourth Alabama Eattalion, Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Snodgrass; Thirty-first Mississippi Volunteers, Colonel 
Orr; Hudson’s battery, First Lieutenant Sweaney. 

General J. S. Bowen: First Missouri Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eiley; Tenth Arkansas Volunteers, Col. A. E. Witt; Ninth Arkansas 
Volunteers, Colonel Dunlop; Sixth Mississipxn Volunteers, Colonel 
Lowry; Second Confederate Battalion, [James C. MaloneJ; Watson 
Battery, Ca])ta]n Bursley. 

General Breston: Third Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel Thompson; 
Sixth Kentiuiky Volunteers, Colonel Lewis; Seventh Kentucky Volun¬ 
teers, Colonel Crossland; Tliirty-fifth Alabama Volunteers, Colonel 
Eobertson; Cobb’s battery, Lnuitenant Gracey. 

Col. W. S. Statham: Fifteenth Mississi])])! Volunteers, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Farrell; Twenty-second Mississippi Volunteers, Captain Hughes; 
Nineteenth Tennessee Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Moore; Twentieth 
Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel Smith; Twenty-eighth Tennessee Volun¬ 
teers, Colonel Brown; Forty-tifth Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel Searcy; 
McGlung’s battery, Captain McClung. 

General M. L, Smith: Company of sappers and miners. Captain Wirit- 
ter; Twenty-sixth Louisiana Volunteers, Colonel De Clouet; Twenty- 
eighth-Louisiana Volunteers, Colonel Thomas; Sixth Mississippi Bat¬ 
talion, Lieutenant-Colonel Balfour; Twenty-seventh Louisiana Volun¬ 
teers, Colonel Marks; Third Mississippi Volunteers, Colonel Mellon; 
Seventeenth Louisiana Volunteers, Colonel Eichaidson; Fourth Loui- 
o-in-no PnlnuAl AIIaii • Omiinnrtv 1 ThirtiV-ninth Mississinni 
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Volunteers, Captain Eandelj First llfississippi Light Artillery, Colonel 
Withers; regiment heavy artillery. Colonel Jackson; Eighth Louisiana 
Battalion, W. B. Pinkney: First Louisiana Battalion, Major Clinch; 
Twenty-eighth Mississippi Cavalry, Colonel Starke; Battalion Zouaves, 
Major Bupeire: cavalry escort, Lieutenant Bradley, 

To the members of my staff, Majors Kimmel and Stith, assistant 
adjutant-generals; to Majrs. Joseph D. Balfour and A. M. Haskell, in¬ 
spectors; to Surgeon Choppin, medical director; Surgeon Bryan, medi¬ 
cal inspector; to Lieutenants Sulivane and Shoemaker, my aides; to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lomax, assistant adjutant and inspector general; 
Lieut* Col. J. P. Major, acting engineer; Capts. A. H, Cross and Thys- 
sens, engineers: to Col. Fred. Tate, and to Majors Uriel Wright and 
Wechler, volunteer aides, I return my thanks for the ready and efficient 
services rendered by them in their respective departments. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EAEL YAK BOElir, 

Major-GeneraL 

P. S.—Since this report was written 1 have received the report of 
Major-General Breckinridge of his operations at Baton Eouge and Port 
Hudson, herewith forwarded.* It gives me pleasure to commend to the 
special notice of the Department the names of all who won distinction 
in this service. 


General Orders, \ War Dept., Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Oppioe, 
iro. 51. ) Biclimond, Fa., July 22,1862. 

The successful defense of Vicksburg against the mortar fleet of the 
enemy by Major-General Van Dorn and the officers and men under his 
command entitles them to the gratitude of the country, the thanks of 
the Government, and the admiration of the Army. By their gallantry 
and good conduct they have not only saved the city intrusted to them, 
but they have shown that bombardments of cities, if bravely resisted, 
achieve nothing for the enemy, and only serve to unveil his malice and 
the hypocrisy of his pretended wish to restore the Union. The world 
now sees that his mission is one of destruction, not restoration. 

Lieutenant Brown and the officers and crew of the Confederate 
steamer Arkansas, by their heroic attack upon the Federal fleet before 
Vicksburg, equaled the highest recorded examples of courage and skill. 
They prove that the Ij^avy, when it regains its proper element, will be 
one of the chief bulwarks of national defense, and that it is entitled to 
a high place in the confidence and attection ot the country. 

Bv command of the Secretar^^ of War: 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraL 


m. 3 . 

Rmort of GoL Nathan A. M. Dudley^ Thirtieth Massachusetts Infantry^ 
of expedition from Baton Bouge^ La.^ June 7-9. 

Hdqrs. Thirtieth Regiment Massachusetts Vols., 

Baton Bouge^ La,^ June 9,1862. 

I have the honor to report for the information of the general eom- 


See Report No. 24. 
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manding, that, pursnant to his instructions, I proceeded at 6 p. m. on 
the evening of the 7th, Tvith eight companies of the Thirtieth Kegiment 
Massachusetts Volunteers and one section of Nims’ battery (joined af¬ 
terward near Laycock’s plantation by two companies of the Fourth 
Wisconsin Regiment, under Captain Bailey), to George Keller’s plan¬ 
tation, located on the Benton Ferry road. On arriving at the forks of 
the road (one leading to Castle’s house) I detached three companies, 
under Maj. H. O. Whittemore, with instructions to surround the house 
and secure the person of Castle, or any other party that might be found 
of a suspicious character, but with positive instructions not to burn or 
destroy the premises, as it would create an alarm in the front, which I 
had previously guarded against by throwing out a small scout, under 
Lieutenant Norcross, Thirtieth Massachusetts Volunteers, who per¬ 
formed this duty in a most creditable manner. I reached Penny’s plan¬ 
tation about 11 p. m. This place is located about 7^ miles from the 
city, on the north side. Captain Kelty, Thirtieth Massachusetts Vol¬ 
unteers, deployed his company as skirmishers and closed a line of men 
entirely around the house before the inmates were aware of his ap¬ 
proach. The overseer of Penny’s plantation, who was found on the 
premises, was made a prisoner, and is now in charge of the guard. I 
am informed that he has been out once or twice with Hunter’s company. 
I left Captain Bailey and two companies of the Fourth Wisconsin Reg¬ 
iment as a guard to what stock and property were found here, with orders 
to detach one company and proceed himself in command to Johnston’s 
estate, about 1 mile to the rear of Penny’s, where both Penny and Castle 
were seen some eight hours previous, while I proceeded with the bal¬ 
ance of the command to Keller’s plantation, about 4 miles farther. So 
quietly did the troops move out that the arrival of the advance guard 
was entirely unexpected by the inmates of the house. Not finding the 
party I was ordered to arrest, after making a thorough search of all the 
out-buildings and grounds, I placed a close line of sentinels around the 
house and negro huts, aud ordered the command to bivouac outside of 
the house grounds in a cotton held until daylight. 

I found the wife of Keller, her father aud mother, daughter, and two 
young ladies at the residence. I commenced collecting all the live 
stock I could find on the premises. 1 found about 10 head of horses, a 
few mules, about 00 head of beeves, earriage, &:c., all of which I 
brought to town. Out of consideration for the ])resence of ladies I did 
not destroy the dwelling, kitchen, or y)antry building; all others 1 either 
burnt or tore down, exee])t the cotton-gin, which contaiiuMl 00 bal(^s of 
cotton. The fences I burnt; the ornamental trec^s 1 either cut down or 
destroyed. This, the most painful duty of my military life, i executed 
in the most delicate manner 1 possibly could, first tendering the ladies 
an escort and transportation to the next ])la^)tati()n before I commenced 
the destruction of anything belonging to tlie estate, m hich was declined 
in anything but a kindly style. I did not allow any of the enlisted men 
to enter the dwelling. I permitted Mrs. Keller and eae.h of the family 
to select as many servants as they desired left them, tlir<‘e horses, and 
seven cows, which they expressed a desire for. I am x)ositiv(^ tluit not 
the first article of the personal property of either of the ladies was 
touched or brought away. The father-in-law of K(‘ller admitted that 
all I took away or destroyed was the sole property of Keller, and added 
that he had predicted such a result by the recent conduct of Keller. 

At G.30 a. m. I took up line of inarch; was joined by Major Whitte- 
more’s detachment about 2 miles from Penny’s estate; proceeded to the 
latter’s plantation, when Captain Bailey reported his failure to arrest 
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either of the parties we were in pursuit of. I here dispatched a note 
to the general commandmg. On the messenger’s return I commenced 
the destruction of this once beautiful plantation. I burnt every build¬ 
ing on the estate except such as were required to cover the negroes left 
behind, including an extensive and valuable sugar-mill, and also de¬ 
stroyed the fences—in fact, left nothing but the blackened chimneys as 
monuments to the folly and villainy of its guerrilla owner. 

The amount of live stock brought in by the expedition, which I have 
directed to be turned over to the brigade quartermaster, consists of 
about 90 head of beef cattle, 45 bead of mules, 10 four-mule wagons, 
10 head of horses, 1 carriage, 1 light wagon, together with 3 barrels of 
molasses and 30 hogsheads of sugar. I was compelled to leave at Cas# 
tie’s estate, for the want of proper transportation, some 50,000 pounds 
of sugar; at Penny’s, 16 hogsheads of sugar; at KeUer’s, 35 bales'of 
cotton and a considerable amount of sugar, all of which can be got if 
sent for soon. 

I found a very united feeling among the several residents with whom 
I conversed as to the guilt of each of the three parties—Keller. Penny, 
and Oastle—that I visited, and they expressed gratification that a 
speedy punishment had fallen upon them. 

The negro i>risoners I brought in have all been turned over to the 
quartermaster’s department. They number over 100. 

I have made this report somewhat longer than may seem necessary 
to the general commanding, but I have thought it proper to give him 
a full detail of all that occurred. 

It aflbrds me groat gratification to say that the men of each corps 
and regiment represented in the command behaved in the most soldierly 
manner, all paying the most sacred regard to the property of all per¬ 
sons on the route, excei)t when ordered to destroy the property referred 
to in this report; in fact, I saw no man leave the column without per¬ 
mission. 

I was esj)ecially indebted to the energy and efficiency of Captain 
Kelty and his company, who acted as skirmishers the entire route out, 
for sonic 2 miles at one time working their way through a most dense 
foliage. 

I inclose Major Whittemore’s report, which refers only to the Oastle 
plantation detachment. 

J have the honor, sir, to be, your obedient servant, 

K A. M. DUDLEY, 

Colonel Thirtieth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, 

Captain Hoffman, A, A, O., Second Brigade^ Dept of the Gulf, 


No. 4. 

Report of Maj, Gen. Mansfield Lovell^ G. S. Army, of engagement at 
Gravid Gulf, Mks., June 9. 

Jackson, Miss., June 18,1862. 

Enemy’s fleet attacked our batteries at Grand Gulf and were repulsed 
with loss. Casualties on our side none.* 

M. LOVELL. 

General Cooper. _ 

This probahly refoi b to engagement Jnne 9,1862, between the Grand Gulf batteries 
and XT. S. steamers Wissahickon and Itasca. See reports of Commanders James S. 
Palmer and John De Camp in Annual Report of Sepretary of Navy, Deo. 1, 1862^ 
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No. 5. 

Reports of Brig, Gen, Thomas Williams^ U, 8, Army,, commanding JSocpe- 
ditionary Corps,, of operations May 2Q-August 2, with instructions from 
Major-General Butler, 


Headquarters Second Brig-ade, 

Batooi Rouge Arsenal^ May 29, 1862. 

Major: My last report,* from just below Vicksburg, is supposed to 
have reached-headquarters by the hands of Lieutenant McCoy, acting 
^ brigade commissary, sent with steamer Benton for subsistence stores 
and clothing; ammunition also much needed for our small-arms, should 
have been required at the same time. The latter is now nearly ex¬ 
hausted. 

Arriving here this morning at 6.30 a. m., under escort of the war 
sloop Brooklyn and gunboat Kiueo, I found the flag-officer off the town 
with the Hartford and Kennebec. Having called upon the flag-officer, 
he represented to me that the inhabitants, in momentary expectation 
of sack, burning, and pillage at the hands of the rebels, entreated our 
protection, and that he himself had opened the batteries of his own 
vessel on a party of irregular cavalry who rode down to the water’s 
edge yesterday and fired into one of his boats, wounding an officer and 
2 men. With the view of saving the public buildings and affording 
protection to the lives and property of loyal citizens the. flag-officer 
suggested the expediency of lauding the troops, in which I the more 
readily concurred, the troops requiring rest, the means of cooking, and 
cleaning themselves. To enable me to efi'ect this, my subsistence being 
exhausted, the flag officer has kindly supplied me with subsistence, 
chiefly bread and meat, for three days. Meanwhile I must rely on the 
return of the Benton, with Lieutenant McCoy, and such supplies of 
fresh meat as it may be in my }>ower to procure from the surrounding 
country invested with guerrilla bauds. 

Union men, in great alarm, represent a large force at Camp Moore, 
some say 6,000 men, some less, who threaten to march on the town and 
burn it. My whole effective infantry force of 1,400, and 75 artillery 
and four ])iet*.es, may suffice to ])revent such a disaster, but for perfect 
security I would suggest respectfully that the remaining three regi¬ 
ments of iny brigade and Niins’ battery be sent me, and i)erliaps it 
would be well to send the additional regiments designed to take pait 
in the Mobile expedition, in order, lirst, that they may be put in shape 
for service and that troo])s and commander may liave some knowledge 
of each other. Another reason may be stated that the ])Osition here is 
liigh and probably lar iriOK* Iiealthy than New Orleans and th<* ground 
for encamping and exercising troops such as cannot be found about 
New Orleans. 

The steamer iStar, with subsistence^ stores, Ijieutenant JMcCoy iu 
charge, has as I write arrived from N(‘w Orleans, and brings Major- 
Oeueral Butler’s dispatch of iMay 27. 

1 regret to say 1 believe there is Just ground against the Wisconsin 
and Michigan regiments for the cliargc of jiillaging and marauding 
l)referred against them by the inhabitants of Kenner station. Orders 
have been issued, conversations held with the oflicers remonstrating 
and denonneing, and the fidelity of guards and sentinels insisted on, 
thus far, 1 belie\^e, in vain. These regiments, officers and men, with rare 

^ This ia -tlio iirat of the rftoortfl found. 
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exceptions, appear to be wholly destitute of the moral sense, and I 
believe that they believe, in the face of all remonstrances, exhorta¬ 
tions, and disgust, expressed in no measured terms, that they regard 
pillaging not only right in itself but a soldierly accomplishment. The 
major-general commanding will perceive that where nearly all are in 
league how difficult detection is, how far more difficult conviction. He 
may rest assured that I will prevent pillaging when I can, and, not 
preventing, will detect and punish when I can detect and convict. 

The major-general commanding, in his dispatch of 27th of May, as¬ 
sumed my transportation to have been excessive. On this subject I 
beg to ditler from him wholly, and to say, on the contrary, that the 
men have suffered from insufficiency of transportation, cramped and 
crowded more like live stock than men, without the means of exercise 
on board or room to form for inspection. Filth and dirt, with all the 
authority and supervision 1 could exert, abounded on vessels-and men 
to a disgusting and of course most unwholesome degree. Indeed it 
may be said, You were not expected to be gone long, and you were 
expected to land whenever you could to relieve your men and cleanse 
your vessels;’^ but I answer. In the quarter where I have been longest 
the hooded country afforded no dry ground to land on. I followed the 
fleet, and as the crews of the fleet could find no landing place and re¬ 
mained on board my men remained on board, with this difference, that 
while the former were in comfort with their ton’s measurement per man, 
we were in as much and more discomfort with our fraction of a ton 
than men should ever be subjected to, especially if expected to be vig¬ 
orous, disciplined, and effective military. 

1 shall refer to the flag-officer, requesting the assistance of one or two 
gunboats, what the major-general commanding says about the probable 
attempt of the rebels to bring troops and beef cattle down the lied Eivei 
and thence by the way of tlie Black Eiver to rear of Vicksburg, but in 
my position here and objects here shall await his further orders before 
taking part with the 1 1 oo[)s iu inlerceiiting, &c. Black Eiver enters the 
Mississipin at Giand Gulf, some 40 miles below Vicksburg, and inter 
sects the Jackson Uailmad some 12 miles behind Vicksburg. I sug 
gested to the ilag-()lUe<a* a movemeiii by that river on the rear of Vicks 
burg to destroy ilj(‘ railroad bridge at the railroad crossing of the Blacl 
Eiver, understood In b<* about 1 mile long, but on consulting the pilott 
they said the livei* was not navigable for our gunboats; that tlie trad( 
by that river was inconsiderable, and carried on by boats of the ligbtes 
draught. When off Vicksburg we learned from negro runaways that th< 
rebels had a batter\ of ionr gnus at the railroad bridge for its ])i*otectioi 
and to deffmd tin* ai>pi()aeh nj) the, Black Eiver. and while at the towi 
of (Jrand Gulf (itiouth of tli(‘ Black Eiver) the 2()th were informed b; 
lik(‘ antJioiity tlmt a battery of eleven guns bad been placed 12 mile 
above the mouth as a furling defense against our advance. It is xu'ope 
for me to report that lia\ ing on tho2lyth been tired on by a field batter 
of four guns when off the town of Grand Gulf and descending the rive 
(with the loss of 1 man killed and 1 ofiic(‘r slightly wounded), the gnu 
boatXineo, at tli<^. instance of Gai>tain Craven, fired several sliot am 
shell into the town, and the battery, with its camp, about 1 i miles in rea 
of the town, was ther(‘by iH*rsuaded to leave. Learning, however, t( 
ward evening that they had left their cam]) and one gun behind iu thei 
hasty llight, I disi)atcli'ed four Wisconsin companies, under Major Boarc 
man, to capture the gun and rmnovc and destroy the camp. Thes 
troops cauKi iq) as the last of the rebels were leaving, guns and tent 
having xjreccded them. A few shots only were exchanged betwee 
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parsuers and pursued, and the pursuit discontinued as the night came 
on. One of our men was slightly wounded in the left arm and several 
of the rebels were seen to fall. It would have been well had matters 
ended thus and we should still have been gainers, but I regret to say 
that my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant George De Kay, who volunteered to 
accompany Major Boardman, having most inconsiderately placed himself 
in advance of the advance guard, was severely and it is feared fatally 
wounded, receiving seven buck-shot in the left arm and five in the left 
side and back. He bears his misfortune manfully and cheerfully and 
looks better far than be could be expected to look, but he complains of 
paralysis of his lower limbs. The surgeon confirms this, but hopes the 
paralysis may not be permanent. None of the shots in his body have 
yet been extracted. His surgeon thinks it best and he himself desires to 
be sent North, but without the knowlerlge of any immediate opportunity 
from New Orleans of going North it is perhaps best he should remain 
here until advised of such opportunity that his delay in the hotter and 
less healthy air of New Orleans may be as short as possible. 

I regret to say that the flag-officer left for New Orleans before I could 
communicate with him respecting the probable transmission of men and 
supplies by the rebels via the Eed Eiver and the Black Eiver to Vicks¬ 
burg, but would respectfully here suggest that a gunboat at the mouth 
of eitherriver would effectually stop any such proceeding. The gunboats 
Kineo and Kennebec left here by the order of the flag-officer for the pro¬ 
tection of Baton Eouge—I should suppose not available for that service 
at this time, if I had the authority to order them. 

If in the uncertainties which surround me, chiefly regarding the inten¬ 
tions of the enemy, it be possible to take steps to secure the cotton (340 
bales) at TurnbulPs Island 1 shall gladly and promptly do so. 

While writing. Captain Bailey, the officer of the day, is announced, 
and reports he has reliable authority, or at least the authority of loyal 
men, for saying' that Colonel Wingfield, of the rebels, with 2,500 men, is 
at this writing (4 p. m.) within 3 miles of the town, and is supported 5 
miles in rear by a force of 7,000, with sixteen guns, supposed to be 
siege guns. He is informed by the same source that the rebel cliief has 
notified all the families to leave the town witli their effects, and says the 
families are leaving in great consternation. I have made up my mind 
how to defend the town, and am about to confer on the subject with our 
friends of the Navy, Captains Eansom and Eussell, of the gunboats 
Kineo and Kennebec respectively. 

I learn that there are on the Laurel Hill, now here, 50,000 rounds of 
ammunition for the Michigan regiment. The Wisconsin are those who 
need, having only about 25 rounds per man, and this .54 caliber will not 
belp the Wisconsin .09 caliber at all. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. WILLIAMS, 

Brig a di er- Genera /, Vo lun teers. 

Maj. Geokge C. Strong, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Rdqrs , New Orleans. 


HEADQTJAItTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GtJLF, 


New Orleansj June 


1, 1862. 


’Brig. Gen. Thomas Williams, 

Commanding Eoopeditionary Corjps, &g. : 

General : I have sent you three regiments, the Thirtieth Massa- 



Oh*p. XXVn.] VICK8BUEG, MISS., AND BATON EOUGE, I-A. 25 > 

chnsetts, Kinth Oounecticut, Twenty-first Indiana, and Ninas’ battery,' 
which, with the forces under your command, will make ten guns and^ 
4,500 effective men. 

With these, unless you see cause to the contrary, you may make' 
demonstration on Gamp Moore, provided it can be done, and return by 
the 8 th, so as to assist in ulterior movement. 

My advices from Gamp Moore are that there are from 4,000 to 5,000 
men there, poorly armed and worse organized. The only possible danger 
there can be is in the fact that by the Jackson road large re-enforce¬ 
ments can be sent to Lovell, but a reasonably rapid movement will guard 
against that. Of this, however, you wilLjudge. Punish with the last 
severity every guerrilla attack and burn the property of every guerrilla 
found murdering your soldiers. 

My object in making this demonstration is that if we leave Baton 
Eou'ge to go either up or down it may be held with a small force, for 
after we once occupy a place it is worse than death to our Union friends 
there to leave it unguarded. Were it not for this consideration I would 
let Lovell and his men stay unmolested at Camp Moore, where they are 
melting away faster than we could kill them if we were before it. 

1 am, most respectfully, yours, 

BENJ. P. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding:^ 


Headqxjartees Department of the Gulf, 

]few Orleans^ Za,j June 6,18621. 


Brig. Gen. Thomas Williams, 

Commanding Forces^ Baton Rouge, La.: 

General : I am directed by the major-general commanding to say 
that he will send you the remainder of Everett’s battery, with its horses 
and harness, the Thirty-first Massachusetts and the Seventh Vermont 
Eegirnent, and Magee’s cavalry, with transportation, ammunition, and 

forage for all. _ -rr- ^ i 

With this force the general will expect you to proceed to Vicksburg 
with the flag-officer, and then take the town or have it burned at all 


hazards. . , ^ i ^ 4 . 

You will leave such force as you may judge necessary to hold Baton 
Eou^e Camp Moore is believed to be broken up substantially, and 
perhaps you will think a regiment sufficient; Oolonel McMillan’s is 
recommended, as he has two pieces of cannon. The flag-officer has dis¬ 
tinct instructions to open the river, and will do it, I doubt not. A laige 
force is sent to you with what you have, and sufficient, as it would seem, 
to take any batteries and the supporting force they may have at Vicks- 

^'you will be often amused by reports of tlie enemy’s strength. Wit- 
ness your report of the numbers approaching Baton Eouge. Ihese 
stories are exaggerated always. You will send up a regiment or two at 
once and cut off the neck of land beyond Vicksburg by means of a 
trench across, thus— 



VioksbuiB 
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making the cut about 4 feet deep and 5 feet.wide. The river itself will 
do the rest for us. 

A large supply of spades and shovels have been sent for this purpose. 
Eeport frequently. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. E. BUTLBE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headqtjartees Second Brigade, 

Baton Rougej La., June 12, 1862. 

Oapt E. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-Generalj &c,^New Orleans. 

Sir : Lieutenant Caldwell, of one of our gunboats, is just from above, ' 
on his way to New Orleans, reporting batteries at various points, he 
thinks chiefly movable batteries of field artillery, which will make our 
passage up to Vicksburg something to be won. 

Q''he flag-officer and myself concur in that gunboats alone will not 
suffice, and that the land forces, where a landing is practicable, will 
have to carry the batteries by an attack in rear. We are to go up to¬ 
gether as soon as I can get ready. The only transport now with me 
is the Laurel Ilill, which is being loaded with thirty days’ subsistence 
for 1,000 men. The other transports no doubt will arrive in rapid 
succession, and no time will be lost in embarking stores and troops. 

The flag-officer does not concur in the advantage which possibly at¬ 
taches to the project of sending troops in advance to make the cut 
opposite Vicksburg, saying that his gunboats will have to pass Vicks¬ 
burg and take port on the upper side of the proposed cut before a land¬ 
ing of troops can be made there; otherwise the enemy’s gunboats w^ould 
sweep them otf. In any event wc have evidently work to do before we 
get there, and that wc will iirst try to do. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-General Volunteers^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Brioade, 

Below Viclshttrg^ duly 4, L8G2. 

Captain: Leaving the Twemty-first Indiana, Sixtli Michigan, a sec¬ 
tion of Everett’s battery, and Magee’s cavalry, and taking with me the 
Thirtieth Massaclmsetts, Ninth ('omu'cticut, Seventh Vermont, Fourth 
Wisconsin Eegiments, Nims’ battery, and two s(H*tions of Everett’s, I 
left Baton Eoiige in the morning of the 20th Jun(‘, arrived oil* Ellis’ 
Cliils ill the arternoon of the 22d, where I found three gunboats await¬ 
ing my apjiroacb to cover the transports in ])assing the cliils, and landed, 
so as to octaijiy all the roads leading troni the clifls to the interior and 
cut oil* two held guns reported to be in position on the clifls. The Thir¬ 
tieth Massaclmsetts and two guns of Nims’ made a turning march of 8 
miles, while the Fourth Wisconsin, with skirniisheis in advance, fol¬ 
lowed ])y tlie Ninth Connecticut, four guns of Nims’ and two of Everett’s, 
inarched directly forwaid by the <*liff road, leading to the battery and 
to Natchez. Soon the skirmishers of the Fourth Wisconsin came upou 
the abandoned battery, abandoned save by a gun-limber left behind in 
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the ahandonmerLt. Limber, benches, tables, a broken whifletree, some 
ears of newly gathered green corn j&*om a neighboring field, and the well- 
trodden earth marked the place of the camp near the battery, which was 
spacious, shaded, afibrded a clear view of the river up and down, and 
perfectly protected by its height above the river from the fire of the 
gunboats. The rebel method of using their guns from the cliffe is to 
run the gun forward till it projects beyond the cliff, depress it, fire, and 
run the gun back out of sight, load and repeat. 

Negroes afterward told us that the battery, consisting of two guns 
and 90 mounted men, left some five hours before our landing, but the 
fellows had greatly loitered on the way, for Colonel Dudley reported he 
was within an hour of intercepting them. 

The 23d of June Eodney was passed without molestation, but, having 
learned from various sources that resistance to the farther advance of 
the transports would certainly be made by guns in position on the heights 
of Grand Gulf, we entered Bayou Pierre about 3 o’clock in the morning 
of the 24th, and attempted to reach its point of intersection with the 
Port Gibson and Grand Gulf Eailroad, in order to move from thence on 
the rear of the town and heights of Grand Gulf. 

After passing up the bayou some 9 miles, and still 8 miles from Port 
Gibson, a raft across the bayou stopped us. We then backed down 
(for the bayou was too narrow to turn in) to one Colonel Barry’s planta¬ 
tion, 4 miles only from Grand Gulf, and by a good wagon road. Here, 
at about 11‘o’clock in the morning, the troops were landed, the Poipth 
Wisconsin, Ninth Connecticut, and four guns, after marching 2 miles, 
taking a branch road by Hamilton’s plantation, which led to the rear oJ 
the reported rebel camp, some said 500, some 900 strong, pitched hetweer 
the PortGibson Eailroad and theroad from Grand Gulf to Willow Spring 
and which branch road produced, as shown by dotted line on the sketch,^ 
cut the only two roads, viz, the railroad and Willow Spring road, lead 
ing from Grand Gulf to the interior, and two regiments with six gum 
taking the direct road, which cuts the railroad about 1 mile in rear o 
Grand Gulf, one of the regiments—the Seventh Vermont—to co-operat( 
with the Pourth Wisconsin or Ninth Connecticut in the contemplatec 
attack on the ciimp, and the other (Colonel Dudley’s) to be held in re 
serve at the fork of the two roads. 

As in our first landing (Ellis’ Olifis) so in this, the rebels, ax)prisedo 
our couiiiijj', bad clcca^ipcd, loaviug soiuo tbreo sick, a few old tents 
nnineroiis booths of bushes, some articles of household iuruitnre, and J 
secession tlag. (Bee herewith Colonel Paine’s report.) The town o 
Grand Gull, which our troops before leaving burned to tbe ground, wa 
abandoned of all save a single sentinel on picket, who, left behind, wa 


captured by Colonel J)udlej'’s flankers. 

The 25th wo arrived here off Vicksburg, ami couimeueed running am 


Icvoliug the line of the ciit-ofl' canal, and on the morning of the 27t 
broke ground. Detweeu and 1,200 negroes, gathered from th 

neighboring plantations b\ armed ])ai'ties, are now engaged in the workc 
excavating, cutting down trees, and grubbing up the roots. Two sketche 
(Nos. 1 uiid 2) heiewith represent the ])reseut srate of the work, in 
labor of making this cut is far greater than estimated by anybody. Th 
soil is hard clay as far as yet excavated (0’ to 7 feet), and must be gou 
through with, say, some 4 teet or more belore the water can be let in j ic 
all concur in this, that we must come to sand before the cut can be pr 
nounced a success. The current of the river, however gi’eat, wib m 
wash the clay. Yesterday the river fall wa s only 2 inches. Driit-woodwi 

^ rt 1-1-a. nvTPn-n 4-liA /I ADr»Tirk+inn OTtlittGd. 
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seen coming down this morning, and theMissouriEepublicanof the 28th 
June announces the flooding of the Missouri Eiver and rise of the Up¬ 
per Mississippi under the heading of The June Eise.’^ With the hard¬ 
working 1,200 negro force engaged and this prospect of a rise we are in 
good heart. The project is a great one and worthy of success. In the 
next three days we expect to be ready for the water of the Mississippi. 
The fleets of Flag-Officers Farragut and Davis are awaiting the result 
with great interest. Seven of Flag-Officer Farragut^s vessels, having 
passed Vicksburg at 4 in the morning of the 28th without silencing the 
batteries of the town, are anchored with Flag-Officer Davis’ fleet of six 
mortar boats and four gunboats on the west side of Barney’s Point. 
The mortar vessels of Commodore Porter and the remainder of Flag- 
Officer Farragut’s fleet remain below Vicksburg. Captain Davis arrived 
from Memphis the 1st of July. 

To protect Commodore Porter’s mortar fleet, lying close along the east 
bank of the river within range of the batteries of Vicksburg, but con¬ 
cealed from their view by a dense forest from the enemy’s skirmishers, 
I have dispatched some 300 men, under Major Whittemore, Thirtieth 
Massachusetts, for picket and reconnoitering service on that side of the 
town. 

In the next five or six days I hope to be in possession of much infor¬ 
mation regarding the batteries, their approaches, and the forces in 
support. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier^ General Volunteers^ Commanding, 

Capt. E. S. Davis. 

P. S.—Lieutenant H. H. Elliott, brigade quartermaster, goes down for 
supplies and can furnish details not given here. 
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Headquarters Second Brigade, 

Below Vicksburg^ July 6, 1862. 

C.^TAiN: The Tennessee left here last evening with the maO, but, 
hearing the beating of drums at Grand Gulf, proceeded no farther, and 
returned this evening for an additional gunboat to protect her in pass* 
ing that point. Her return enables me to supply an omission in my 
report of the 4th instant. It is that the eight long-range rifled guns 
of Nims’ and Everett’^ batteries, from their position behind the levee 
at Bamey^s Point, distant seven-eighths of a mile from the enemy^s 
heaviest batteries on the dpper side of Yicksburg, co-operated gallantly 
and effectively with the fleet in their cannonade and bombardment of 
the 28th ultimo. Everett’s battery lost 1 man and 1 horse killed. 

The fall of the water in the river is nearly at a stand-point, and the 
drift of logs and brush foreshadows what the newspapers promise, viz, 
a June rise. To-day’s work of the negro force on the cut-off, duly 
organized into squads of 20, with an intelligent non-commissioned officer 
or private to each, superintended by officers, is highly satisfactory. 
The flag-officer with his fleet is most sanguine and even enthusiastic. 
I regard the cut-off to be my best bower. Should it fail me I shall re¬ 
sort to the next best, to seize and hold the enemy’s batteries, or at least 
spike their guns. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-Genera ?, Volunteers. 

Oapt. E. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

P. S.—*The reconnaissance of to-day has shown how we ought not 
to approach the batteries ^ that of to-morrow will probably give the 
affirmative side. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ July 16,1862. 
Brig. Gen. Tuomas Williams, Vicksburg: 

General : From all I can le.arn of operations at Vicksburg your 
force is at ])resont not so much needed there as it Ls elsewhere. 

The enemy are concentrating some forces in the neighborhood of 
Baton Eoage, and it is necessary that something be done on the Eed 
Eiver line. Besides, you are in the geograpliical department of General 
Halleck. Therefore, if the state of affairs will permit without serious 
detriment to the public service, you will withdraw your force and return 
as soon as possible to Baton Rouge. 

I remain, &c., 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Gommanding. 


nEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, 

Below YlcLsburg^ July 17, 1862. 

On July 11 the general grade of the bottom of the proposed cut-off 
had been carried about feet below the then level of the Mississippi, 
and in some twelve hours would have been ready to let in the water, 
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when giidden having began at several points, and thereby so arrested 
the excavation remaining to be made that the rapidly falling river had 
in the next left the bottom of the cut-ott some feet above the river’s 
level. Thus I am chagrined to report that, after the great labor of an 
average excavation of 18 feet in width and 13 feet deep, we have en¬ 
countered at least a temporary failure. My purpose now is (if not in¬ 
terrupted by the enemy) to collect an additional force of blacks, shovels, 
axes, carts, wheelbarrows, scrapers, &c., to my present force of 1,500 
blacks, with nearly as many shovels and axes, few wheelbarrows, no 
scrapers, and no carts, and make a real canal, carrying it, if necessary, 
to the depth of the greatest fall of the river at this point, say some 35 
to 40 feet; a labor which, with sufficient force—that is, with as much 
force as can be profitably worked—will take three months. 

A-sketch and estimate is inclosed, showing the work contemplated; 
but the present cut-off (if reports be true of the landing of rebel forces 
below us, opposite Grand Gulf) may not be without its uses as a tem¬ 
porary line of defense, and it is therefore now being made available 
for that purpose. I would remark that as the water of the river falls 
below its banks the gunboats become less and less (daily) of a protec 
tion practically; therefore my own field guns must ere long furnish my 
only direct or flank artillery defense. Morally, however, in any case 
the ISTavy are a great support. 

The health of the troops has been much impaired by the absence of 
proper shelter. The quarters on board the transports are hot and 
crowded and those on shore are no protection against rain. Tents or 
boards are indispensable for shelter for the well and the sick—a rap¬ 
idly increasing list. The large force of negroes also require shelter. 
Store-tents are required. My brigade quartermaster incloses an esti¬ 
mate to-day for lumber, store-tents, and tents for men. 

These subjects, all of urgent interest, are enhanced, if it were pos¬ 
sible, by the i)reseiice, under the guns of Vicksburg and in view of our 
two fleets, of the rebel ram (iron clad) Arkansas. 1 inclose a sketch* 
of her. ilearing she was near completion up the Yazoo, Commodores 
Farragut and Davis sent two gunboats (one an iron-clad) and one of 
Colonel Ellet’s rams, in the morning of July 14, at 5 o’clock, to recon- 
noiter and ascertain what other naval and co-operating land force would 
suffice for her capture or destruction and the destruction or capture of 
the land batteries and tlie land force i)rotecting her. To accompany 
the reconnaissance as sliarpshooters 1 lurnislied two parties, of an offi¬ 
cer and 20 men each—Captain J. W. Lynn and 20 Wiscomsiii men and 
Lieutenant 10. A. Fiske and 20 Massaclmsetls men. 

In the encounter about to be reported I regret to announce the death 
■of Captain Lynn apd 5 of his men and the wounding of 5 other men— 
all by the exploding of one of the enemy’s shells. 

The reconnaissance had proceeded on its way to within about a mile 
of the mouth of the Y^azoo (sec sketch*) wlien it encountered, at 6 
o’clock in the morning, the rebel ram steaming down, and at once en¬ 
gaged her, our gunboat (Tyler) ui the lead tiring lirst, followed by the 
ram Queen of the West and llio iron-clad gunboat Caroiidelet. The 
Tyler, Queen of the West, and Carondelet all engaged. Joining the 
rebel rani as she passed and coming down with her; but the Queen of 
the West, they way, tired but failed to ram, though signaled to ram, 
while our iron-clad (Carondelet) lay side by side with the rebel ram 
some 5 miles, exchanging broadsides, when some sudden break in steer- 


^ Not foiuiU. 
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ing apparatus or engine enabled the rebel to get clear of her and leave 
her behind, and, to the surprise of the two fleets (who to economize 
fuel had not steam enough to pursue), passed along down and through 
them, firing as she came on and in return receiving the fire of several 
vessels of the two fieets 5 but she passed on, getting some heavy blows 
indeed, but making her way to Vicksburg, where she now lies under 
the guns of the town. 

In the night of the 16th Flag-Officer Farragut, with the steam-sloops 
Hartford, Richmond, Oneida, Iroquois, and other principal vessels of 
his fleet, steamed from their station above the bend opposite Vicksburg 
for the purpose of destroying the rebel ram by shot and shell and run¬ 
ning down. It was the purpose of the flag-officer to grapple her him¬ 
self, but it had become so dark she could not* be seen and so could not 
be destroyed. Another attempt, it is understood, is contemplated to- 
*day, the iron-clads of Commodore Davis to co-operate, and our ram, the 
Sumter, said to be most formidable. The expectation is that if not 
destroyed where she lies she will be driven down into Commodore 
Farragut’s fleet and there finished. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ 


Capt. R. S. Davis. 

P. S.—^We learned of the death of De Kay with great sorrow. Poor 
De Kay; that so much worth should be lost to his country and his 
friends I 

Pray send lumber, tents for men, tents for supjplies; the requisition 
is herewith, and dispatch Elliott with the supplies he went for. 


Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Dept, of the Gulf, 

Baton Rouge, La,, July 26, 1862. 


Captain : Conveyed by Commodore FarniguUs fleet, the troops which 
left here with me for Vicksburg June 20 arrived here this morning and 
afternoon, numerically little reduced by disease, effectively greatly so. 
A return will be transmitted as early as practicable. 

Without attaching undue importance to rumors of attack upon this 
position, I shall take such measures of military security as may suggest 
themselves to be necessary, avoiding unnecessary exposure or fatigue 

to the troops. , ^ ^ 

The serious illness of my adjutant-general. Captain Hoffman, irom 
malarious fever, and some probable disaster to my aide-de-camp, Lieut. 
[James C.l Biddle, some 60 miles above Vicksburg, while on his way home 
sick with lever—for the steamer is reported to have been burned by the 
rebels—^is equally a subject of regret and embarrassment. 

Bespeotftily, te, WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-General, Volunteers. 

Capt. E. S. Davis. 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


3 R B — ^VOIi XV 
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Healquabtees Second Bbig-ade, 

Baton Eouge^ La.^ August 2 , 1862. 

John Mahan [Mann^], with a pass from General Butler, dated July 
22, for Vicksburg, and who left ISew Orleans July 25 and arrived at 
Ponchatoula and Camp Moore Monday, July 28, having proceeded up 
the Jackson Eailroad as far as Jackson, arrived here by the way of 
Summit, Liberty^ and Bayou Sara this morning at 10 o’clock. He says 
he saw Breckinridge’s force of six full regiments and fourteen guns at 
Camp Moore and Ponchatoula Monday, July 28, and that their pur¬ 
pose is to attack this place 5 says they may be expected on the rear of 
Baton Eouge at this time, or at any time in the next day or two. 

Mahan also reports that the rebels have field guns and beef cattle at 
the mouth of Bed Eiver. * They intend crossing to the east bank of the 
Mississippi to-night or to-morrow morning, and I have sent him with a 
note to Captain Porter, TT. S. Navy, commanding the flotilla here, at 
the same time advising Porter of Mean’s statement regarding Breckin¬ 
ridge’s movement on this place, to put the gunboats designed to flank 
us on their guard. 

If Mahan be a true man and a true observer there is to be an attack 
here or at New Orleans 3 if at New Orleans, a demonstration here. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-General^ Volunteers, 

Capt, E. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

P, S.—1 shall send Mahan down by the first opportunity to head¬ 
quarters. I hope the rebels have as many sick as I have. Perhaps 
(let us hope at least) that a battle may to our sick exert all the effects 
of the best tonic of the pharmacopoeia. 

T. 

Brigadier-General 

p. s.—Two additional gunboats are desirable. Tlie Arkansas may 
come to co-operate with the rebel laud force, and also the Music and the 
Webb; the latter is said to be rather formidable, carrying eight guns. 

Why not send uj) the sloop Oneidaf Preble is here. Who is to 
command her—the Oneida and a gunboat ? 


Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

JVe?r Orleans^ A^tgust 3, 1862. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Commanding at Baton Rouge: 

General: T received your note by the liand of dolm Mann [ Mahan 
who was in iny conlidential service. While his intbrinatioii may he 
relied upon as correct, yet all the inferences may not be whicli he draws. 
The truth is this, as I gather it from various sources: On the 25th of 
July I sent 500 men on an expedition around the lake at Mandeville 
and Madisonville. The movement was delayed forty-eight hours, and 
in that time word wa.s sent*to tlie enemy that it was to go out. There¬ 
upon Breckinridge was telegraphed, down to Camp Moore, with four 
regiments to proceed to Madisonville, but it so happened that Colonel 
McMillan on the same day sent out to the Amite River a reconnoiter- 
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ing party of two companies, and they made an attack on the guerrilla 
camp there. News of this came to Gamp Moore, and they, concluding 
that the expedition to Madisonville was but a feint, while the real at¬ 
tack was to be upon Gamp Moore, immediately counter-marched to get 
back to repel the expected assault upon the camp. 

This is the cause of the assembly of troops at Gamp Moore. While 
I would not have you relax your vigilance, I think you need fear no 
assault at present. When it does come I know you will be ready. 

I should much like to see you, if possible to be absent from your com¬ 
mand. There are many things upon which I wish to consult. 

The matter of the charges against several officers will be submitted 
to a court-martial. 

I am, very truly, yours, 


BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-Generalj Commanding. 


P. 8.—I have communicated with the flag-officer concerning the boat 
at Bed Eiver. 


IfTo. 6. 

Report of GoL Halbert H, Paine^ Fourth Wisconsin Infantry^ of sMrmish 
at Hamilton's Plantation^ near Grand Gulf Miss.^ June 24. 

Headquarters Fourth Wisconsin Eegiment, 

Steamer Laurel Hill^ June 24, 1862. 

Captain : I respectfully report that the troops under my command 
(Fourth Wisconsin Eegiment, Ninth Connecticut Eegiment, one-half of 
Nims’ battery, and one section bf Everett’s battery) to-day discovered 
a few rebel horsemen near Charles Hamilton’s, and fired on them with 
shells and rifled muskets. They fled. We have no reliable informa¬ 
tion respecting the loss inflicted, but it is rumored that 3 rebels were 
killed or wounded. Subsequently we approached a camp of rebel 
infantry near the Grand Gulf and Port Gibson Eailroad. While we 
were reconnoitering it a locomotive and freight car from Port Gibson 
stopped in the vicinity, having apparently some connection with the 
camp and carrying one gun. We tired at it and also at the camp. We 
are not informed whether any loss was inflicted. The rebels on the 
car replied with their held piece. We captured in the camp 3 rebel 
soldiers (2 armed with muskets), but were unable to capture the car. 

Near the Willow Spring road we reached a rebel camp which had 
been hastily abandoned. The tents were still standing. W(‘ burned 
the camp, saving (> of the best tent-flies, 1 piano, 1 rebel flag, 1 camp 
cot marked Captain Mackey, Butler’s Eevengers, Camp Benjamin,” 
and also many articles of slight intrinsic value, which are ])roperly re¬ 
tained as mementos by those who found them. 

I hold, subject to the orders of Brigadier-General Williams, 1 piano, 
16 flies, 1 camp cot, 2 muskets, and 5 prisoners. 

Your obedient servant, 

HALBEET E. PAINE, 
Colonel Fourth Wisconsin Eegiment. 

Oapt. Wickham Hoffman, 

Assistant Adjuta/nt-General 
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STo. 7. 

Bqport of Lieut. Col. JolmA.Keith^ Twenty-Jlrstlndianalnfantry, of recon’ 
naissance to the Amite Biver^ La.^ and slcirmish^ June 27-29. 

Camp Twenty-first Indiana Volunteers, 

Baton Bouge^ July —, 1862. 

Sir : In obedience to order of Lieutenant-Colonel Clarke, Sixth Michi¬ 
gan Volunteers, then commanding post, I, with 40 of Magee’s cavalry, 
under Capt. James M. Magee, started from the camp of Twenty-first 
Indiana Volunteers at 7 p. m. of the 27th of June, to make such recon¬ 
naissance as in my opinion deemed best. 

Following the Greensburg road 19 miles we crossed to the Camp 
Moore road by an unfrequented path; distance 6 miles. Nine miles 
from where this path intersected the last-named road we breakfasted 
and fed our horses. At 8 o’clock a. m. we resumed our march 12 miles 
farther in the direction of Camp Moore, then recrossed to the Greens¬ 
burg road, capturing on the way a guerrilla. On arriving at the road 
we captured 3 prisoners and the horse of a fourth, who escaped under 
fire, by taking to the woods. Two of the prisoners were members of Cap¬ 
tain Terrell’s Mississippi Cavalry and were well armed. I learned that 
he, with his company of 110 men, were encamped at Williams’ Bridge, 
across the Amite Eiver, on the Greensburg road, 8 miles distant. 

I determined to surprise him and destroy his camp. The camp is 
only a mile from the Clinton road. There are three bridges to cross on 
the" Port Hudson road before reaching the camp, the farthest one not 
more than half a mile removed. On reaching the first bridge I left 
Captain Magee in rear with instructions, and with 20 men pushed rap¬ 
idly forward. We saw no pickets until wc reached the Amite Bridge 
(the last one). These were hailed by my advance. They tied without 
giving any alarm. One shot was fired after them, when one of them 
was seen to fall. Twenty rods from tlie bridge we were brought in 
front of the encam])meut. Here we delivered a volley and charged in 
upon them. The volley seemed to be the first notice^, to the inmates of 
our approach. The (‘fleet may well lx* imagined. A general stampede 
ensued, in whie.h <‘verything not in a(*.tual possession at the time was 
abandoned. 

Accoin])anic‘(l by of tln^ iixm I crossed a small branc.h in the direc¬ 
tion tak(Mi by the enemy in tluMi* tlighf, wlnm on ascending the bank 
a volley of 20 rounds was jx)urcd into ns from a thicket immediately in 
front and at a distance of not more than 30 i>a(X‘s. W(‘ returned the 
tire with our r<*V()Iv<*rs. I then ordeivd the r(*ar, who wer<*, across the 
branch, to move forward to our support. This th(‘y refused to do, but 
remained in the hollow, seemingly paralyzed at this sudden show of ri* 
sistan(*e. We continued tiring with our revolviTs, and ree(‘ived a s(‘c- 
ond voll(*y, at whicli tim(‘ Captain JMag(‘e was heard dashing across the 
bridge with the n‘serv(‘. vSe<‘ing this, the en(‘iny tied preeipitat(‘ly 
uii(l(‘r our tire. Tlie (*a])tain’s arrival was wcdl timed, for (‘very man 
with me had discharged his shots. Six of us fired over 30 shots. 

Our loss was Sergeant Marshall, woiimhxl in the thigh badly, and 
one horse killed. The enemy’s loss is not certainly known, but was at 
least 4 killed, 7 ])risoiiers, 20 horses, 2, mules, and a wagon laden with 
provisions ami forage; besides a quantity of arms, accouterments, sad¬ 
dles, horses, cqui])age, and animuuitiou was (iaptured. The most valu¬ 
able of the articl(*s, or so much as we could transport, was brought 
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away. The residue, with all the coraiiLissary and quartermaster stores, 
forage, blankets, and camp equipage, was burned or otkerwise de¬ 
stroyed. I brought with me all the company books and papers. It was 
between 12 and 1 o’clock when we charged upon the camp. Dinner 
was just prepared. 

Not having a force that would justify me in pursuing the enemy in 
his flight, we immediately took up our march homeward. We had ar¬ 
rived within 18 miles of this place, when about 9 o’clock p. m. two en- 
fllading volleys were fired into our rear from a point of woods at the 
turn of the road. At the point whence the fire proceeded the road turns 
to the right, and the left-hand side is skirted by woods with a thick 
undergrowth. When the firing opened the rear guard had passed. 
The fire was returned by them. We had 14 prisoners, 20 horses, and 
a mule team laden with the fruits of our capture to encumber us. 
Por a short time the greatest confusion prevailed. The horses that 
had been ridden by the prisoners, with those being led and others that 
had lost their riders, came dashing down the road furiously. For a 
while the men seemed panic-stricken, but in five minutes’ time we were 
in a condition to receive an attack if any was contemplated, which we 
fuUy expected. In the mean time we ascertained that the enemy fled 
upon delivering the second volley, which was done within fifteen seconds 
after the first volley. We gathered up our killed and wounded, and 
camped in the field opposite the woods. Our loss was 2 killed, Ham¬ 
mond Wagner and Joseph Shoener. The wounded, Oliver S. Locke, 
George Haynes, John Buckner, and Paul Borne, together with a negro 
whom we captured in camp and who has since died from effect of 
his wounds. Seven of the prisoners escaped 5 2 of the guard over them 
were killed, 2 had their horses shot under them, and 2 others were 
wounded; 4 of our horses were killed, among them my own. We 
were not further molested, and at sunrise resumed our march, reaching 
camp at 11.30 o’clock a. m. on the 29th instant with 8 prisoners and 
all the horses and other property, together with our dead and wounded. 
The property has been properly disposed of by Captain Magee. 

We had on reaching camp inarched 96 miles, neither man nor horse 
having had a morsel of food for thirty-two hours of the time, and the 
men, with the exception of three hours of that time, constantly in the 
saddle. 

Captain Magee deserves the greatest praise for the timely aid ren¬ 
dered when w'e were attacked first by the enemy, and also for his cool¬ 
ness during the time we were under fire at night and for his efforts in 
allaying the panic which for a moment prevailed among some of his 
men at that time. Too much credit cannot be given Sergeants Mar¬ 
shall, Parsons, and Brown, and Private Miller for their courage and 
brave conduct in receiving the two volleys in the camp of the enemy 
and their subsequent conduct that night. 

Trusting that my action in the premises may meet your approbation, 
I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. KEITH, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-first Indiana Volunteers. 

James W. McMillan, 

Coloml Tioenty-First Indiana Vols., Gomdg. Post. 
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Reports of Lieut. Col. Alfred W. JSllet^ XT. 8. Army j commanding Bam Fleets 
of engagement with the ArhamaSy July 22. 


United States Eam Switzeeland, 

Off Vielcshurgy July 23,1862—8 a. m. 

I have the honor to inform you that, in accordance with preconcerted 
arrangements made with Plag-OfiS.cers Farragut and Davis, I, in the 
Queen of the West, made an attack upon the rebel ram and gunboat 
Arkansas, lying under the batteries at Vicksburg. I regret to say that, 
owing to failure upon the part of the parties who were to co-operate 
with me in the attack from some cause that is yet unexplained to me, 
1 did not succeed as I expected in destroying the Arkansas. I did 
succeed, however, in striking a severe blow, and no doubt inflicted 
severe injury upon her j but being unsupported by the Essex and Sum¬ 
ter, as I had been led to expect, and exposed alone to the united fire of 
all the upper batteries, I was obliged to draw off without accomplishing 
the full result anticipated. The position that the Arkansas occupies 
was a very unfavorable one for my attack. I could not reach her vul¬ 
nerable side without rounding about, and thus lost much headway. 
The consequence was that she failed to receive the effects of a full blow. 
In making my retreat, most unfortunately for me our gunboats had 
retired, and I had the‘undivided attention of all the enemy’s batteries 
and sharpshooters that lined the river bank. The consequence was the 
Queen was completely riddled with balls and very much damaged. 
Most fortunately no one was seriously hurt, although several were se¬ 
verely wounded, I had taken the precaution to reduce my crew upon 
the boat to the smallest possible number of men by which the boat 
could be handled, and to this cause I attribute the fa/it there was no loss 
of life. 

I cannot close this communication without bearing testimony to the 
cool, heroic bravery of all the officers and men on the boat during this 
hour of severe trial. To Lieut. J. M. Hunter, of the Sixty-third Illinois 
Volunteers, 1 attribute in an eminent degree the final escape of the boat 
and all on board. Uis dauntless behavior is worthy of all ])raise. The 
engineers and jiilots all cannot be too highly praised. When the boat 
was full of steam, ami of course so hot as barely to be endurable, with 
shells bursting, one in the i)ilot-house and another in the engine-room, 
with shot tearing the boat on every Nub*/ of you, uiitiinchingly awry man 
stood to his post. It is with the greatest pleasure that 1 bear this testi¬ 
mony to the heroic daring of thes<‘ onic(*rs. J am compell(‘d to send the 
Queen North to be repain'd. She is so much damaged she (jannot be 
put in order here. j\I.^ force is greatly reduced by sickness, so that J 
find it exceedingly diflieiilt to keep my boats at al! times n'ady for that 
service. 


1 have in a previous dis])at(*h re<juest(*d authority to make a detail 
of a largo military force, so as to man my liowitz<*rs and increase 
iny guard. It will be necessary to keep part of my boats constantly 
traversing this river to <lisperse the guerrilla bands that are beginning 
to infest its banks. I shall be glad to n'ceive some instructions upon 
the subject from you. 

Verv respectfully, 

ALFKED W. ELLET, 
Lieutenant'CoJonely Commanding Bam JPleet. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 
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War Department, July 31,1862. 
Lieut. Ool. Alfred W. Ellet, 

Steam Ram Switzerland^ off Yickshnrg : 

Your dispatch of 23d instant, relating to the engagement with the 
Arkansas, has just been received, and I have referred it to General Hal- 
lecfc, commander-in-chief, to give you instructions on the points desired. 
For your great gallantry I shall recommend you for nomination by the 
President as brigadier-general. You will return to Lieutenant Hunter 
and the gallant officers and soldiers and boatmen of your command the 
thanks of this Department. You will please make known to me any¬ 
thing that may be required by your fleet, in order that it may be 
promptly supplied. The lamented death or your brother deprives the 
country of the full report expected from him, and I wish you would 
supply it. 

EDWIl:^ M. STAKTO^\ 

Secretary of War, 


m. 9. 

Report of Mag. Gen. Benjamin F, Butler, U. S. Army, commanding the 
Department of the Gulf, of engagement at Baton Rouge^ La., with ordern 
and resulting correspondence. 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

lYeio Orleans, La., August 10, 1862. 

Sir : Owing to the withdrawal of the fleet from before Yicksburg it 
became necessary to return Williams’ brigade to Baton llouge. The 
services before Yicksburg had weakened very much that force by sick¬ 
ness. The overflow of tbe river and the number ot dead animals in 
the swamps made a fearful malaria,* but while it caused illneswS in 
almost the entire command it did not produce a large mortality. The 
healthy air and water of Baton Eouge rapidly recruit the troops. 

The cessation of operations at Yicksburg allowed the enemy to con¬ 
centrate a very large part of his available force at Camp Moore, about 
60 miles from Baton Bouge. From thence he marched to attack that 
post, and on the morning of the 5th instant appeared before our hues. 
His force consisted of two Louisiana regiments; two regi 

ments; two Tennessee regiments; the Third, Fourth, rittb, feixth. 
Seventh, and Eighth Kentucky regiments; an Alabama regiment; a 
Texas and a Georgia regiment; fourteen pieces of artillery, and a large 
force of guerrilla cavalry. These were under the command ot Gen. 
John 0. Breckinridge, Brigadier-Generals Buggies, Benjamin H. Heiin, 
Allen, and Clark. They were supported by the ram ^ ‘''y' 

inspired them with the greatest hopes and the utmo.st eonfideiKa m th.-n 

^*To oppose this formidable force Brigadier-Geueral 
Fourteenth Maine, Seventh Vermout, niiie eompauies ol " V “ 
neeticnt, the Twenty-first Indiana, lonith \\ ^ Vetts^ St 

gan regiments; Nims’, Everett’s, and Mannings onl 

teries, and Magee’s company of Massa(•hu^etts car ah j. N tally o 
half of all this force were on the sick list. ,.i,ivaln 

Leaving two regiments in the village for a reseir e, wit g , ‘ 

General Williams formed his lines at daybreak, nearly a mile beyon 
the town, in an admirably chosen position. 
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The enemy made their attack in two divisions, on the right and left, 
and, massing their forces, endeavored to force our inferior numbers 
back, so that, by extending his lines to flank us, his first attack was par¬ 
tially successful by the failure of one regiment to do its duty. The 
enemy were repulsed, however, and thrice over returned to the charge. 
Upon the final repulse, after six hours of continuous fighting, he retired 
from the field and sent a flag of truce for leave to bury his dead. A 
copy of the correspondence is annexed. 

The boat which brought down the dispatches to me from Colonel 
Cahill, upon whom the command devolved after the death of General 
Williams, collided with the gunboat Oneida and sank, so that I am not 
able by this mail to give the details, as I hope to do by the next dis¬ 
patch. 

Our loss was very heavy, say 90 killed and 250 wounded.* Of general 
and field ofiScers we mourn the loss of Brigadier-General Williams 
and Colonel Roberts, Seventh Vermont, killed; and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Keith, of the Twenty-first Indiana, severely wounded. A number of 
the line ofiScers were killed and wounded, whose names I am unable to 
give for the reason before stated, and upon such matters a mistake 
should not be made. 

The casualties of the enemy were very much larger. They have lost 
Brigadier-General Clark, wounded, probably mortally, and a prisoner, 
with his aide; Brigadier-General Allen, killed; Brigadier-General Helm, 
disabled by a fall from his horse. Brigadier-General Buggies is re¬ 
ported dead, and a very large number of field and line officers killed 
and wounded. We have buried already more than 300 of their dead, 
and they have left their wounded in every cabin on their line of retreat. 
Their killed and wounded are more than equal to one-half of our men 
actually engaged against them. The enemy’s forces were at least 6,000 
effective men, while we had not over 2,000 in this action. 

The necessities of the ground caused General Williams to form liis 
line of battle in rear of the (iainps of the Fourteenth Maine and Twenty- 
first Indiana Eogiments, so that the enemy, for the hour, were permitted 
to occupy these camps and desti’oy much camp equipage. 

Upon the first report of the engagement reaching me I sent u]) Lieu¬ 
tenant Weitzel, of my stall*, to report the eonditioii of afiVurs, and to see 
what farther dispositions were necessary to meet a renewed attack, if 
any could be feared. 

Tlie Arkansas, although siij)ported by the rebel steamers Webb and 
Music, (lid not choose to come (low ii and attack our gunboats, the Essex, 
Sumter, and Kiiieo, and so did not co-op(Tate with the land forces. 
Flag-Oilicer Karragut imm<*(liately wHUit up the river to attack the Ar¬ 
kansas, but u])oii the 0th tin* Essex steamed up to the rebel lleet. The 
Webb and Music IhM, and tlic Arkansas, after firing a finv shots, was 
set on fire and blew up. 

Appended pUiase find the reportst of Colonel Cahill and Lieutenant 
Weitz(d, as wtII as the general orders issued from this department upon 
the sad event of General Williams’ (h^ath and tlie victory at Baton 
Rouge. J trust tlie actions of my lirave men will receive your appro¬ 
bation. 

J have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BEKJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

(Secretary of War, 


ti. fil. 


t See Bepons Nob. 11 and 12. 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs* Department op the Gulp, 

No. 56. ) Ilew Orleam^ August 7,1862. 

The commanding general announces to the Army of the Gulf the sad 
event of the death of Brig. Gen. Thomas Williams, commanding Second 
Brigade, in camp at Baton Eouge. 

The victorious achievement—the repulse of the division of Major- 
General Breckinridge by the troops led by General Williams and the 
destruction of the mail-clad Arkansas by Captain Porter, of the Navy— 
is made sorrowful by the fall of our brave, gallant, and successful fel¬ 
low-soldier. 

General Williams graduated at West Point in 1837; at once joined 
the Fourth Artillery in Florida, where he served with distinction; was 
thrice breveted for gallant and meritorious services in Mexico as a 
member of General Scotts staff. His life was that of a soldier, devoted 
to his country’s service. His country mourns in sympathy with his 
wife and children, now that country’s care and precious charge. 

W'e, his companions in arms, who had learned to love him, weep the 
true friend, the gallant gentleman, the brave soldier, the accomplished 
olffcer, the pure patriot and victorious hero, and the devoted Christian. 
All and more went out when Williams died. By a singular felicity the 
manner of his death illustrated each of these generous qualities. 

The chivalric American gentleman, he gave up the vantage of the 
cover of the houses of the city—forming his lines in the open field— 
lest the women and children of his enemies should be hurt in the fight. 

A good general, he had made his dispositions and prepared for bat¬ 
tle at the break of day, when he met his foe. 

A brave soldier, he received the death-shot leading his men. 

A patriot hero, he was fighting the battle of his country and died ae 
went up the cheer of victory. 

A Christian, he sleeps in the hope of the blessed Eedeemer. 

His virtues we cannot exceed—his example we may emulate—and 
inourniug his death, we pray “may our last end be like his.” 

The customary tribute of mourning will be worn by the officers ir 
the department. 

By command of Major-General Butler, commanding: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-Ceneral. 


General Orders, \ Udqrs. DEPARTaiENT op the Gulp, 

57 , \ j^eic Orleans, La., August 0. 

fioldiers of the Army of the Gulf: 

Your-successes have heretofore been substantially bloodless. Tat 
ing and holding the most important strategic and commercial positiom 
with tbe Hid of the gallant Navy, by the wisdom of your combination 
and tbe moral power of yonr arms, it bas been lett lor tbe last tew daj 

to baptize you in blood. . , ,, i i t 

The Spanish conqueror of Mexico won imperishable renown by landin 
in that country and burning his transport ships, to cut on all hope ( 
retreat. You, more wise and economical, but witb equal provudeuc 

against retreat, sent yours home. . 

Organized to operate on the sea-coast, you advanced yoM oul^o^ 1 
Baton Eouge, the capital of the State of Louisiana, more than 260 mil 

into the interior. 
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Attacked there by a division of ottr rebel enemies, under command 
of a major-general recreant to loyal Kentucky (whom some of us would 
have honored before his apostacy), of doubly superior numbers, you 
have repulsed in the open field his myrmidons, who took advantage 
of your sickness from the malaria of the marshes of Vicksburg to make 
a cowardly attack. 

The brigade at Baton Eouge has routed the enemy. He has lost 
three brigadier-generals, killed, wounded, and prisoners; many colonels 
and field officers. He has more than a thousand killed and wounded. 

You have captured three pieces of artillery, six caissons, two stand 
of colors, and a large number of prisoners. You have buried his dead 
on the field of battle and are caring for his wounded. You have con¬ 
vinced him that you are never so sick as not to fight your enemy if he 
desires the contest. You have shown him that if he cannot take an 
outpost after weeks of preparation what would be his fate with the 
main body. 

If your general should say he was proud of you it would only be to 
praise himself; but he will say he is proud to be one of you. 

In this battle the Northeast and Northwest mingled their blood on 
the field, as they had long ago joined their hearts in the support of the 
Union. Michigan stood hj Maine; Massachusetts supported Indiana; 
Wisconsin aided Vermont; while Connecticut, represented by the sons 
of the ever-green shamrock, fought as our fathers did at Boyne Waters. 

While we all mourn the loss of many brave comrades, we who were 
absent envy them the privilege of dying upon the battle-field for our 
country under the starry folds of her victorious flag. 

The colors and guidons of the several corps engaged in this contest 
will have inscribed upon them Baton Eouge.” 

To complete the victory, the iron-clad steamer Arkansas, the last 
naval hope of the rebellion, hardly awaited the gallant attack of the 
Essex, but followed the example of her sisters, the Merrimac, Manaissas, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana, by her own destruction. 

Bv command of Major-General Butler: 

E. fcS. DAVIS, 

Captain and AoHnif Aftaiatant Adjutant-Oeneif'aL 


Generaj. Oeders, I Hdc^ks. Department of the Gulf, 

No. j Neic Orleansj August 25, 1862. 

The coininiiiiding general has earefully revised the official leports of 
the a(ition of August. 5 at Baton Eouge, to colhiet tlie evidence of the 
gallant deeds and meritorious services of those engaged in that brilliant 
victory. 

The name of the lamented and gallant General Williams has already 
])assed into history. 

Colonel Eoberts, of the Seventh Vermont Volunteers, fell mortally 
wounded while rallying his men. He was worthy of a better dis(*i- 
pliiied regiment and a better fate. 

Glorious as it is to die for one’s country, yet his regiment gave him 
the inexpressible pain of seeing it break in confusion when not pressed 
by the enemy and refuse to march to the aid of the outnumbered and 
almost overwhelmed Indianians. 

The Seventh Vermont Eegiment, by a fatal mistake, had already 
fired into the same regiment they had refused to support, killing and 
wounding several. 
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Tile commaiidiiig general therefore .excepts the Seventh Termont 
from General Orders, Ko. 57, and will not penhit their colors to be 
inscribed with a name which could bring to its officers and men no 
pi'ond thought. 

It is further ordered that the colors of that regiment be not borne 
by them until such time as they shall have earned the right to them, 
and the earliest opportunity will be given this regiment to show whethei 
they are worthy descendants of those who fought beside Allen and 
with Starke at Eennington. 

The men of the Mnth Connecticut, who were detailed to man Nims' 
battery, deserve special commendation. 

The Fourteenth Maine Volunteers have credit for their gallant con 
duct throughout the day. 

Colonel Nickerson deserves well, of his country, not more for his dar 
ing and cool courage displayed on the field when his horse was killec 
from under him, but for his skill, energy, and perseverance in bringing 
his men in such a state of discipline as to enable them to execute mosi 
difficult maneuvers under fire with steadiness and efficiency. His regi 
ment behaved admirably. 

Nims’ battery, Second Massachusetts, under command of Lieutenani 
Trull, its captain being confined by sickness; Everett’s battery, Sixth 
Massachusetts, under command of Lieutenant Carruth, who fought his 
battery admirably; Manning’s battery, Fourth Massachusetts, and s 
section of a battery taken by the Twenty-first Indiana from the enem;^ 
and attached to that regiment, under command of Lieut. J. H. Brown 
are honorably mentioned for the efficiency and skill with which thej 
were served. The heaps of dead and dying within their range attestec 
the fatal accuracy of their fire. 

The Sixth Michigan fought rather by detachments than as a regi 
ment, but deserves the fullest commendation for the gallant behavio 
of its officers and men. Companies A, B, and F, under command o 
Captain Oorden, receive especial mention for the coolness and courag 
with which they supported and retook Brown’s battery, routing th< 
Fourth Louisiana and capturing their colors, which the regiment ha 
leave to send to its native State. 

Colonel Dudley, Thirtieth Massachusetts Volunteers, has credit fo 
the conduct of the right wing under bis command. The Thirtieth Mas 
saehusetts was promptly brought into action by Major Whittemore, an< 
held its position with steadiness and success. 

To the Twenty-first Indiana a high meed ot praise is awarded. ‘^Hon< 
to whom honor is due.” Deprived of the services of their brave colone 
suffering under wounds previously received, who essa;sed twice to joi 
his regiment in the tight, but fell from his liorse from weakness j wit 
every field officer wounded and borne from the field; its adjutant, tl 
gallant Latham, kilhid; seeing their general fall while uttering his la, 
known words on eartli,Iiidianians, your field otfieers are all killei 
i will lead you,” still this brave corps fought on without a thougl 
of defeat. Lieutenant-Colonel Keith was evei> where cheering on h 
men and directing their movements, and c^veii after his very seve 
wound gave them advice and assistance. Major Hays, while sustai 
ing the very charge of the enemy, wounded early in the action, show( 
himself worthy of his regiment. 

The Ninth Connecticut and Fourth Wisconsin Regiments, beii 
posted in reserve, were not brought into action, hut held their positio 
Col. T. W. Cahill, Ninth Connecticut, on whom the command devolve 
by the death of the lamented Williams, prosecuted the engagement 
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its ultimate glorious success and made all proper disposition for a fur¬ 
ther attack. 

Magee’s cavalry (Massachusetts), by their unwearied exertions on 
picket and outpost duty, contributed largely to our success and deserve 
favorable mention. 

The patriotic courage of the following officers and privates, who left 
the hospitals to fight, is specially commended: Capt. H. 0. Welles, Com¬ 
pany A, Thirtieth Massachusetts; Capt. Eugene Kelty, Company 1 , 
Thirtieth Massachusetts 5 First Lieut. 0. A. E. Dimon, adjutant Thir¬ 
tieth Massachusetts; Second Lieut. Frederick M. ITorcross, Company 
G, Thirtieth Massachusetts; Third Lieut. William B. Allyn, Sixth Mas¬ 
sachusetts Battery; Second Lieutenant Taylor, Fourth Massachusetts 
Battery; Sergeant Cheever, Mnth Connecticut; Private Tyler, liTinth 
Connecticut.* 

The following have honorable mention: 

Lieut. H. H. Elliott, acting assistant adjutant-general to General 
Williams, for his coolness and intrepidity in action and the promptness 
with which he fulfilled his duties. 

Lieut. J. F. Tenney, quartermaster of Thirtieth Massachusetts, who 
fell severely wounded'while acting aide to General Williams. 

Lieut. W. G. Howe, of Company A, Tliirtieth Massachusetts, iicting 
aide to Colonel Dudley, dangerously wounded in five places before he 
quit the field. 

Lieut. C. A. E. Dimon, adjutant Thirtieth Massachusetts, acting aide 
to Colonel Dudley, behaved most gallantly. 

Lieut. Frederick M. Uorcross, Thirtieth Massachusetts, acting aide to 
Colonel Dudley, for daring courage in the field. 

Alfred F. Holt, assistant surgeon. Thirtieth Massachusetts, for hu¬ 
mane courage, taking on his back, under a hot fire, the wounded sol¬ 
diers as they fell. 

Lieut. G. F. W^liitconib, Thirtieth Massachusetts, gallantlj'' dashing 
into the smoke of the enemy’s musketry, bringing off a caisson left by 
Manning’s battery. 

The gallant ofiic(‘r and admirable soldier Capt. Eugene Kelty, of 
('ompaiiy 1, Thirtieth IMassachiisetts, who was ordered to deploy his 
brave and active company of Zouaves as skirmishers on tlio riglit, and 
in the peiformauce of this duty tell bravely at their liead. 

Ijieiit. W. li. Gardner, ('omi)any K, Thirtieth Massachusetts, who fell 
woumh^d seATrely, but entreated not to be taken from the field until the 
battle should be ended. 

Color Sergeant Brooks, (3ompan,\ C, Tliirtietli Massachusetts, and 
(3olor-(h)rp()ral Rogers, ('om])aii.> K, Thirtieth Massachusetts, who lost 
liis left arm ; l)oth Ixdiaved adniiral)l,> during* (he entire engagement. 

PrivateMcKenzie,(’ompanyJi, Thirtieth Massa(ihusetts, wlio, though 
wounded, with the bullet still in his body, remaincMl on duty througli 
out tlui engagement and is now at his ])ost. 

First Sergt. John P. Haley, (Vuiqian^ F],Thirtieth Massachusetts,com¬ 
manded his coiiijian^ bra\ely and well in the necessary absence of hia 
line officers. 

CJa[)t. James Grimsley, Company B, Twenty-first Indiana, who com¬ 
manded the legiment idler Colonel Keith was wounded, for his gallani 
behavior in following up the battle to its complete success. 

Adjt. Matthew A. Latham, Twenty-first Indiana, instantly killed while 
in the act of waving his sword and urging on the men to deeds of valor. 

* Oheever and Tyler belonged to the Second Massachusetts Battery. 
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Lieut. Charles D. Seely, Orderly Sergt. John A. BoTington, Oorpl. 
Isaac Knight, and Private Henry T. Bachelor, all of Company A, 
Twenty-first Indiana, who were killed instantly while bravely contest¬ 
ing the ground with the enemy. 

Captain Koblet, Twenty-first Indiana, detailing men from his com¬ 
pany to assist in working the guns in the Sixth Massachusetts Battery 
after the gunners were disabled, for his supporting Lieutenant Car- 
ruth and his battery. 

Lieutenant Brown, of the Twenty-first Indiana, commanding a bat- ■ 
tery improvised from his regiment, for the efficient manner in which he 
handled the guns; he deserves promotion to a battery. 

Capt. Charles E. Clarke, acting colonel Sixth Michigan Eegiment, 
prevented the enemy from flanking our right, bringing his command at 
the critical moment to the support of Nims’ battery. 

Lieutenant Howell, Company F, Sixth Michigan, and Lieut. A. J. 
Ealph, acting adjutant, for intrepidity. 

Captain Spitzer, Sixth Michigan, in command of the company of 
pickets who handsomely held in check the enemy’s advance. 

The fearless conduct of Lieutenant Howell, Company F, and Ser¬ 
geant Thayer, Company A, Sixth Michigan Eegiment, after they were 
wounded, in supporting Lieutenant Brown’s battery; Lieutenant Eus- 
sey. Company A, for his coolness and daring. 

Captain Sould and Lieutenant Fassett, Company I, Sixth Michigan, as 
skirmishers, who were wounded, deserve special notice for the steadiness 
of their command, which lost heavily in killed and wounded: First 
Sergt. B. Stoddard, Company I: Captain Smith, Company A; Lieu¬ 
tenant Chapman, Company B; Capt. David Bacon, Company K, pro¬ 
vost judge. 

Major Bickmore and Adjt. J. H. Metcalf, of the Fourteenth Maine, 
wounded while nobly discharging their duty. 

Captain French, Company K, Fourteenth Maine, who was tenibly 
wounded while leading on his men to one of the finest charges of the 
battle. It is sorrowful indeed to add that by the accident to the steamer 
Whiteman he was drowned. 

Second Sergt. J. A. Seavey, Company C; Corporal Edminster, Com¬ 
pany D ; Second Sergeant Snow, Company D; Private A. Blackman, 
Company F; Private Preble, Company I, all of the Fourteenth Maine, 
are commended for rare bravery. 

Acting Ordnance Sergeant Long, Quartermaster Sergeant Gardiner, 
and Commissary Sergeant Jackman, all of the Fourteenth Maine, and 
all of whom borrowed guns and entered the ranks at the commence¬ 
ment of the action. 

Capt. Charles H. Manning,Fourth Massachusetts Batter\, who fought 
his battery admirably and established his re])ntation as a commander. 

John Donoghue, Fourth Massachusetts Battery, who brought off 
from the camj) of the Seventh Vermont Eegiment their colors at the 

time of their retreat. ^ ^ 

Private John R. Dufl'ce, Fourth Massachusetts Battery; Private 
Ralph A. Eowley, of Magee’s cavalry, who together wont into the Md, 
liitclied horsoB imdi^r <x battery wa^ou ot the Sixth Massachusetts Bat- 
tery, and brought it oil' under the lire of the enemy. 

Lieut. William B. Allyn, who had two horses shot under him; Lieut. 
Frank Bruce, Ordnance Sergeant Baker, Sergeant Wachter, Corporal 
Wood, and Private George Andrews, all of the Sixth Massachusetts 
Batteiy, for especial braveiy, gallantry, and good conduct. 
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Sergeant Oheever and Privates Tyler, Shields, and Ologston,* of the 
Mnth Connecticut, for the skill, and bravery with which they worked 
one of their guns, 

Capt. S. W. Sawyer, of Company H, Ninth Connecticut, for his daring 
reconnaissance on the morning of the 9th, during which he found and 
secured three of the enemy’s caissons, filled with ammunition. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

WM. H. WIEGEL, 

First Lieutenant and Actmg Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Neto Orleans^ La,^ September 14, 1862. 
Brigadier-General Thomas, Adjutant-General: 

General : I inclose the somewhat anomalous application of Major 
Holbrook, commanding the Seventh Kegiment Vermont Volunteers, 
with a copy of the general order complained of. 

It will be-seen that I only give the result of official reports, so that I 
do not feel personally touched by the matter or manner of the commu¬ 
nication. Of the conduct of Major Holbrook there is no complaint; 
being field officer of the day of the post, he was not in the action. 

If consistent with the rules of the service to inquire into the r^umi 
by the commanding general of the events of an action, I should be glad 
to have it done. For if the regiment has been unjustly treated it could 
give no one more pleasure than myself to see it righted. As there has 
been some rivalry of feeling T do not think it would be best to detail a 
court from the officers of the regiments at Baton Eouge. 

I may further say that I suggested to Major Holbrook that he might 
select his court of inquiry from any of the olfi(MU‘s here not of that bri¬ 
gade. 

I have the honor to be, very respectf ully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major- General^ Commanding. 




Kxuuut l.t 


(Jamp Williams, La. 

General Lorenzc) Thomas, Adjvfant-GrneraL Washingion : 

In justice to tJu‘- r<*ginieiit which I have fla^ hoiioi* to (iominaiid, the 
Seventh Eeginient of Vm’inont Voluiit<‘ers, I I’md in.x‘Self undiM-ii<*cossit\ 
of calling for an (Lxainiuatioii into tin* stati^incaits inad<‘ by th<^ major 
general coniinauding the <l(q>artinent in OnhTs, No. 62 |t>2^>|, dated 
August 15,1SG2, which an^ caleulat(‘d, in niy opinion, to bring unnKuited 
disgrace u])on the n^gimeiit and the State froin which it (‘omes. 

I r(*,s])ectfully reipiest that a court of in(|uiry may lx* assembled as 
soon as coiiV(‘ni<‘nt to inv(*stigat(* and re])ort upon tlx* battle of Baton 
Rouge ami the i)art taken in that engagenx‘nt by my regim<‘nt, with 
the view that justice may be done to it ami tlx* s(‘rvice. 

Eegretting exceedingly to find myself iin])elled to ask for the sern 
tiny of a victory which should fill all generous h(*arts ouly w'ith grati- 

* Cbeever, Tyler, and Ologston belonged to the Second MawsachiiHettN Battery. 

t For Exhibit 2, see General Orders, No. (52^, p. 42. 
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tude afld pride, I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfoUy, your 
obedient servant, 

W. C. HOLBROOK, 

Major, Comnumdmg Seventh Begiment Vermont Volimteers. 

[Ixidorsemeiits.] 

Hdqrs. Fifth Bbig-ade, Department of the Gulf, 
Gam]^ Williaimj La.^ S^temier 2,1862. 

Eeceived September 1,1862, and respectfully forwarded to Adjutant- 
GeneraPs Department, Washington, D. 0. 

K. A. M. DUDLEY, 

Acting Brigadier-OetieraL 

0A3MDP’ Parapet, La., September 2,1862. 

It is much to be regretted that a regiment in this quarter should be 
compelled to defend itself against unmerited dishonor from its com¬ 
manding general as well as against the enemy and extraordinary ex¬ 
posure and disease j but I concur with Major Holbrook in the necessity 
of an investigation into the facts connected with the battle of Baton 
Eouge by a court of inquiry, with the view of doing justice to the 
Seventh Vermont Volunteers and to the service. 

J. W. PHELPS, 
Brigadier- General. 


Washington, October 3,1862. 

Map Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, New Orleans: 

General: Your letter.of September 14, inclosing the application 
of Maj. W. C. Holbrook for a court of inquiry on the conduct of the 
Seventh Vermont Volunteers at the battle of Baton Eouge, has been 
received and referred to the Secretary of War. No officer can at this 
time be sent to New Orleans to constitute such a court. The course 
suggested by you in regard to the proposed investigation seems unob¬ 
jectionable in all resi)ects. You have full authority to adopt it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

Generahhi- Chief. 


Montpelier, Vt., Oviobvr 13, 1862, 

Hon. E. M. Stanton : 

I wrote you a few weeks since of the cliarges oJ General Butler in bis 
order No. 62 [62.^J against the Seventh Vermont Eeginient in the battle 
at Baton Rouge.’^ Tliese charges are believed to he grossly unjust, and 
I)avo stiiT<jd u]) the ])eople of Vermont. Nothing short of an entirelv 
imi)artial court of in<|uiry, to be appointed at and sent on from 'VVash- 
ingtoii, will satisfy our j)eo])le. Tlicy are brave, loyal, and patriotic to 
the core, and for’that very reason will not quietly sit down under 
charges which reflect upon the State. May I have assurances that 

.dilon will be take., at Wasblagteat HOLBEOOK, 

Governor of Vermont, 
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Headquarters Department of t™ Gulf, 

New Orleans^ November 15, 1862. 

His Excellency Governor Holbrook, Montj^elier^ Ft ; 

Governor : I have the pleasure to inclose yon a copy of the pro¬ 
ceedings of a court of inquiry in the case of the Seventh Vermont Eegi- 
ment. When the request for such a board was sent to me I informed 
Major Holbrook, then commanding, that I would order the court, and 
he might choose any officers of my command who were not engaged 
in the battle to compose the board. For reasons which he judged 
sufficient he declined the offer, and requested that I would forward the 
papers to Washington, which 1 did. 

The major-general commanding was kind enough to approve my ac¬ 
tion, but informed me that no officers could be detailed from Washing¬ 
ton to compose the court. I then renewed my off‘er to the commander 
of the Seventh Vermont, and he selected the officers who composed the 
board. I added as recorder a gentleman of considerable legal expe¬ 
rience, who was not even present in the department at the time of the 
matter. The result is before you. I trust that when you read the pro¬ 
ceedings of the court of inquiry yon will see that no injustice has been 
done to the regiment which has not been repaired [save] in the single 
particular of its colors. 

I shall rely upon you to see that justice is done to me in the premises, 
knowing your high sense of right and honor. 

I have, dear Governor, the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-Oeneral, Commanding. 


Department of the Gulf, 

City of New OrJeann^ October 23,1862. 

Pursuant to special orders from department lieadqnarters, viz: 

Spkciajl. Orders, ? Headquarters Derariment of the (Uilf, 

No. 402. ) Orleatih^ Orlohvr 21, 1802. 

A board of inquiry, coiisistiiij; of the folJowiu^ ollit!(‘is: (VO. II. U. Doininjjf, ]>r(‘si 

dent; Col. J. W. Tiiriior, Lieut. Col. A. B. Farr, Lieut. W. L. C. Gieeiu^ recoider, is 
ordered to examine* and n*j)ort upon the faets ami eiK uuist.im vh relative jo llu* con¬ 
dition as to discipline and cflicieney of the Seventh LVoiiiK'iit Veiniont Vo1uu1(M‘Ih at 
the tinu^ of tiie battle of Baton and the eonduet of llu* ollid'rsand men in that 

action. 

Bv order of Maior-(i<meral Butler: 

\L S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Adntp AshiMtant Adjulanl-damral. 

It tt H *. Jf if 


Department of the (jui.f. 

New 07'leanfij November 3, 18(>2. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present, all the members. 

The board, having fully weighed and (jonsidered the evidence, report 
as follows: 

It appears from the evidence that when the Seventh Eegiinent Ver¬ 
mont Volunteers was called upon to participate in the battle of Baton 
Eouge it had been very mucli reduced in numbers and doubtless in 
vwrale l)y the severities'of the campjtign at Vicksburg and by long con 
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finement on board transports. On the morning of the battle the regi¬ 
ment had present for duty about 250 men, about 520 men sick, of whom 
200 were in hospital. About 225 men were in line early in the action. 

The commanding officer of the regiment, Colonel Eoberts, fell under 
the sharpest volley that was fired that day, and shortly after his fall 
the regiment fied about 100 feet to the rear and to the cover of some 
^gcrllies in a disorderly manner. About two-fifths of the men present 
for duty did not return to the position in line of battle during the day. 

It appears that early in the action Lieutenant-Colonel Fullam had 
been dispatched by his colonel to see to the firing of a battery which 
was endangering the regiment; that Major Holbrook was officer of the 
day. Upon the fall of the colonel, therefore, the command of the regi¬ 
ment devolved temporarily upon Captain (now Major) Porter, who seems 
to have behaved creditably in a trying position. When the lieutenant- 
colonel returned he assumed command of the regiment. The only tes¬ 
timony before the board discreditable to him is the following, from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Elliott’s deposition: 

I did see something in the conduct of officers which I thought deserving of censure. 
I saw Colonel Fullam, after they had fallen back, seeking protection, drawing his 
regiment up in a ravine. I asked him what he was doing there He said he was 
getting his men into a sheltered position. I saw no other officers show a disposition 
to evade duty. I think the regiment was over 200 yards in the rear of their camp. 

So far as any evidence appears it would seem that the line officers 
behaved well during the day. 

It appears that the Seventh Vermont Eegiment, or a part of it, did 
tire into the Twenty-first Indiana, but there is an exculpation to be 
found in the testimony of the commanding officer of the Indiana regi¬ 
ment, Captain Grimsley, to wit: 

Occupying the i)ositiou they did the Seventh had no means of knowing where we 
were. * ^ ^ My imi)res8ion is that when we received the volleys from the Seventh 
Vermont we ran under a lire which was already going on. 

It appears also from the testimony of various witnesses that the field 
was covered by dense fog and smoke, so that it was quite impossible to 
distinguish a friend from a foe at the distance the two regiments were 
apart; and, moreover, that the position of the Indiana regiment was 
very frequently changed. 

It does not appear that any orders were communicated to the Ver¬ 
mont regiment during the day which they disobeyed. 

It appears that the colors of the regiment were retained by the color 
guard (luring the acdioii, and were brought ofi* the field by the guard 
when the regiment fell back. 

It appears that the camp colors alleged by Captain Manning, of the 
Fourth Massachusetts Battery, to have been brought from the camp of 
the Seventh Vermont by John Donoghue were two markers of the form 
in common use and one small United States flag, which had been used 
for no military purpose for a long time i)revioiisly. 

HENRY C. DEMING, 

Colonel Twelfth Beat Conn, Voh.^ President of the Court, 

JNO. W. TURNER, 

Colonel and C. IS, 
A. B. FARR, 

Lieutenant-Colonel .- /i ‘ Begime7it Massachtisetts Vols, 

William L. C. Greene, 

TAeutenant Pecond Louisiana Vohinteers^f Recorder, 


4 K R—VOL XV 
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Headquabtebs Depabtmbnt of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ November 6, 1862. 

The commanding general has examined with care the findings, pro¬ 
ceedings, and testimony of the court of inquiry, whereof Ool. Henry O. 
Deming is president, in the matter of the Seventh Eegiment Vermont 
Volunteers, and approves the proceedings and findings. 

It is apparent that every conclusion arrived at by the court is sup¬ 
ported by the testimony of the witnesses called on behalf of the regiment. 

The general is constrained to find that the charge against the regi¬ 
ment of breaking in disorder before the enemy is fully proved. Two- 
fifths of the regiment never returned to the line of battle after they 
broke and fled; that the regiment did fire upon the Indiana regiment, 
and that that was the only firing done by the regiment that day, al¬ 
though they held the center of the line, which was most hotly pressed. 

The general is glad to find that most of the line officers behaved well, 
and that the official reports which led him to believe that the regimental 
colors were lost by the regiment were mistakes, and therefore he has 
pleasure in ordering the colors of the regiment to be restored to the 
regiment with privilege to carry them, but he cannot order them to be 
inscribed with the name of the glorious battle of Baton Eouge. 

The general doubts not that now, having an officer as commander who 
will not form them out of sight for shelter in a ravine during an action 
as did their late lieutenant-colonel, the regiment will in its next action 
retrieve its x)osition and earn a proud name for itself and State. 

BENJ. E. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ (Jomma.nding, 


General Obders, ) IlixiRs. Department of the Gulf, 

No, 98. ( Orleans, November 20, 1862. 

The commanding geiuTal, uxmn tlie finding of tln^ board of inquiry 
upon the conduct of tin* Scvenfli Eegiment Vermont Volunteers at the 
battle of Baton Eouge, learns tlial he was hMl into a mistake by the of¬ 
ficial reports of that action as to the loss by that regiment of its colors, 
it proving to have been llit‘ eaini) color left in cam]) and not the regi¬ 
mental color that wa.s l)rought ott'the ti(‘ld by tla^ ]\lassa<*liusetts battery. 
He therefore lias pleasnn^ in ordiu-ing the regimmital colors to be re¬ 
stored to the regiimait, not doubting that it will in its n(*,xt action earn 
for itself a ]>osition and nam(‘ which will he a enMlit to its(df, its State, 
and country. 

Bv command of Major (leneral Ihitha*: 

<JE(). STEONG, 

AHsisiant Adjutant-Gcmral and (Jhief of {Staff. 
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No. 10. 

Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 


[Compiled from nominal lists of oasnalties, returns, 



1 EiUed. 

1 Wounded. 

1 I 

Captured or 
missing. 

! i 


Oomiiiumd. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted men. 

Officers. 

f 

m 1 
1 
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General officers. 

1 






1 

1 

t Brigadier-G-eneral 
Williams. 
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1 1 


9 

!. 1 

4 

14 

21st TnfUftpu.. 

2 

22 

7 

91 


4 

12fi 

Lients. Matthew A. 
Latham and Charles 
n. Seely kiUed. 

14th Maine.. 


36 

7 

64 

12 


12 
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18 

30 th Massachnsetts. 

1 

2 
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Oapt Eugene Eelty 
killed. 





6th Michigan. 


16 

4 

40 

1 

5 

65 

7th Vermont. 


1 

9 


5 

15 

1 


Massachusetts Cavalry, Second 
unattached company. 
Massachusetts Light Artillery, 
Second Battery. 
M^sachnsetts Light Artillery, 
Fourth Battery. 
Massachusetts Light Artillery, 
Sixth Battery. 


.! 


1 







4 , 

.1 

1 

5 1 



1 


5 < 

, 1 

1 

1 

6 ' 

1 

1 


3 

. 

1 1 

8 1 

1 

* 1 

13 1 


Total. 

4 

80 

1 23 

243 

1 

32 

383 1 

i 

1 


No. 11. 


ReporU of Lieut Godfrey Weitzelj JJ, S, Corps of Engineers^ Chief Engi¬ 
neer Department of the Gulf 

nEADQUAiiTERS, Baton Rouge^ La,. Axigust 7, 1862. 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor 
of yesterday. Your troops at this place have won a glorious victory. 
T do not couwsider that tlierc is the least danger of an attack for the 
present, because one of the several reconnoitering parties sent out this 
morning, and whicli has returned, reports live abandoned caissons on 
the Greenwell Springs road. We have sent out to bring them in. 
This indicates a hasty retreat on the part of the enemy. Our forces 
could not pursue. One-half of the men who left the liospital to fight 
could not inarch a mile. The conduct of these men vras inagniticentlj 
glorious. Tlie attack was undoubtedly made upon representations o1 
rebels within oui- lines tliat our troops were nearly all sick and demoral 
ized, and General Breckinridge undoubtedly exiiected, in (ionjunction 
with the ram Arkansas, to make a successful dash. It was a complete* 
failure. The ram is blown u]). Their trooj)s were repulsed. 

General Williams disposed of his forces as follows, viz: The Fourth 
Wisconsin on the extreme left, on the right bank of Bayou Gross, with 
lv\o pieces of Manning^s battery on the Arsenal grounds, on the left 
bank of Bayou Gross, to swee]) the grounds on the left of the Fourth 
Wisconsin. Tlu* Ninth Oonnecticut was posted on tin* right of the 
Fourth Wisconsin, with two pieces in rear of center and two jiieces iu 
rear of the right. All of these pieces wei*(‘ of Manning's battery, and 
were posted on either side of the knoll in the Government Cemetery 
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Ifext came the Fourteenth Maine, posted in rear of the Bayou Sara 
road and to the left of the Greenwell Springs road. Next came the 
Twenty*first Indiana, posted in the woods in rear of Magnolia Cemetery, 
with four pieces of Everett’s battery, under the command of Lieuten¬ 
ant Oarruth, on their left, on the Greenwell Springs road. The Indiana 
battery, of two pieces, came up to the support of these pieces after the 
battle commenced. Next came the Sixth Michigan, posted across the 
country road 'on the right of Magnolia Cemetery and across the Clay 
Cut road, their left supporting two pieces of Everett’s battery, posted 
on the road on the right of the Magnolia Cemetery. The Seventh Ver¬ 
mont was posted in the rear of the Twenty-first Indiana and Sixth Michi¬ 
gan on the right of the Catholic Cemetery. The Thirtieth Massachu¬ 
setts came next, forming the right, and posted about one-half a mile in 
the rear of the State-House, supporting Nims’ battery. 

This disposition of the forces was made with the supposition that the 
enemy would attack our left flank under the cover of the ram Arkansas. 
The right flank depended upon gunboat support. The only fault of dis¬ 
position, perhaps rendered unavoidable by the formations of the ground, 
was that the camps of the Fourteenth Maine and Twenty-first Indiana 
were pitched in front of their position in line of battle, and consequently 
came into the possession of the enemy for a short time. The enemy 
formed line of battle on the open grounds bordeiing on the Greenwell 
Springs road and attempted to draw our forces out. Failing in this, 
they advanced rapidly on the ground between the Clinton and Clay Cut- 
roads. The whole brunt of attack consequently fell upon the Fourteenth 
Maine, Twenty-first Indiana, and Sixth Michigan. As soon as it became 
apparent that this was the real point of attack General Williams ordered 
up the Ninth Connecticut, Fourth Wisconsin, and one section of Man¬ 
ning’s battery to support the left and Thirtieth Massachusetts and two 
sections of Nims’ battery to support the right. You will therefore 
see that the disposition (with the sliglit exception hinted at) and the 
maneuvering were faultless. 

The conduct of our troops was excellent. The Twenty-first Indiana 
particularly distinguished itself. I saw a nuinb(‘r oi* the dead of th(‘i 
enemy to-day in front of the grounds they occupied ; but, not content 
with the ekeck they gave* the enemy, this regiimuit luirsned him quite 
a distance, strewing the ground with his dead. 

The brave General Williams lell in front of tli(‘ Sixth Michigan to¬ 
ward the end of the (*oiillict, while giving his nnui a nol)h‘ exam])le of 
reckless and daring bravery. lie was killcM by a ritl(‘-ball in th(‘ chest. 

The enemy’s forces consisted of two Louisiana i(‘giuients, the Fourth 
and Thirtieth ; two Mississi])i)i; th<‘ Third, Foui th, Fifth, Sixth, Sev¬ 
enth, and Eighth Kentucky; two Tennessee ; on(‘Alabama reginumt, 
thirteen guns, and a large guerrilla foixa^ Tluai* attaciking for(;(^ num¬ 
bered fully 6,000 men. Oiir actu<d forc(‘ (Uigaged was not over 1{,000. 

Three companies of the Sixth Miehigaii (*ov(‘r(‘(l tlumiselves with 
glory in recovering from a larg(^ force two guns j)osted on the right of 
the Magnolia Cemetery, which temporarily wore left by oiir forces. These- 
same three companies ca])tiired the colors of tin* Fourth Louisiana, but 
only after they had shot down four successive (jolor-bearers. Th(‘. exact, 
loss on our side is not yet reported, but certain it is that it is much less 
than that of the enemy. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Lieut.j U. JS. jBngra, and Chief Lnyr. Dept, of the Gvlf. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, Oomdg. Dept, of the Gulf 
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Baton EouaK, La., August 7,1862. 

General : As soon as I arrived here this morning I examined the 
position of our troops (which were drawn up in line of battle), although 
it was at 1 a. m. I was convinced, after hearing everything T could, that 
the enemy met with a bad repulse, and was certain that he would not 
again attack soon. I recommended to Colonel Paine to send out recon- 
noitering parties in every direction, so as to ascertain exactly the posi¬ 
tion of the enemy. Up to this moment (3.30 p. m.) but one of the five 
parties sent out has returned, bringing with it five abandoned caissons 
of the enemy, partially filled with ammunition. Our forces cannot 
pursue. Only about 1,200 men of the 2,500 engaged could march 5 
miles. I send you a truthful account of the battle. I ascertained all 
these facts by actually examining the grounds and all truthful men. I 
send this in such a manner as to be fit for publication in the Delta or in 
any paper. I did not state what is true, that the Seventh Vermont 
behaved very badly. The colonel is an exception. He fought bravely 
and was mortally wounded. I have advised Colonel Paine to send down 
all the sick and wounded. 

Be sure, general, to send back all these transports at once. 

The difficulty about burning this town is there is a large orphan 
asylum and a tremendous insane asylum, both of which humanity for¬ 
bids us to destroy. 

Colonel Cahill did well, and I have not the least doubt from what I 
have seen from him that he was equal to the emergency. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 
Lieutenant Engineers. 


Headquarters Second Brioade, 

Baton BougCy August 8, 1862—6.15 }}. m. 

Captain : 1 have just heard, as the boat is starting, from two intelli¬ 
gent deserters that the following was the plan of the rebels: 

Breckinridge was to take Baton Eouge; the ram to clear out the 
gunboats here; he then would march down to attack Phelps, assisted 
by a large force which was in waiting on the right bank of the river 
and some parties from the city. TMs is from, I consider, very good 
authority. 

We have already buried over 250 rebels. Their wounded are contin¬ 
ually reported to us by scouting parties as lying around in great num¬ 
bers in negro cabins and houses on the outskirts. We are getting them 
in. We hav(^ besides a large nund)er in the city in the hands of rebel 
friends. 

Our total loss is 05 killed, 205 wounded, and about 40 missing.* 

I am, sir, very reR])ectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 
Lieutenant^ U. 8. Engineers, 


Capt. E. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


But, see revised statement, p. 51. 
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Maine, Colonel Mckerson; the Twenty-first Indiana, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Keith; the Sixth Michigan, under acting Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clarke, and the Seventh Vermont, Colonel Eoberts, were encamped— 
the first with its right resting on the intersection of the Greenwell 
Springs road and fronting on a road running to the intersection of the 
Bayou Sara and Clinton roads. These encampments were in heavy tim¬ 
ber. The Twenty-first Indiana was encamped on about the same line 
front and on the right of the Greenwell Springs road. On nearly the 
same line front, but still farther to the right, at the intersection of the 
Clay Cut and Perkins roads, was the Sixth Michigan. The Seventh 
Vermont was some distance to the rear and between the positions of 
the Sixth Michigan and Twenty-first Indiana, with the camp fronting 
the city. Everett’s battery, under Lieutenant Carruth, was in bivouac 
on the right of the Fourteenth Maine and on the right of the Twenty- 
first Indiana. Still farther to the right were the guns, in charge of 
[Lieut. Brown], of the Twenty-first Indiana. On the extreme right the 
guns of Nims’ battery, under Lieutenant Trull, were brought into posi¬ 
tion early in the action on the right. The Thirtieth Massachusetts, 
under Colonel Dudley, was brought ujj from their quarters in the Capi¬ 
tol, on the right of the Fourth, and took position on the left of the Sixth 
Michigan. On the extreme loft, in advance of the left bank of the 
Bayou Gross, with an oblique front toward the intersection of the 
Bayou Sara and Clinton roads, with two pieces of Manning’s battery, 
were the Ninth Connecticut and Fourth Wisconsin. The remaining 
guns of Manning’s battery were in position on the right bank of the 
bed of the Bayou Gross. This was the real line of defense for the left 
flank, covering the north and east of the Arsenal grounds. 

General Williams, in his instructions to myself and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bean, commanding Fourtli Wisconsin Volunteers, was very clear and 
positive in his orders to hold tliis position at all hazards, as he antici¬ 
pated the enemy would advance (under cover of the fire from the ram 
Arkansas, with the gunboats from the Eed Kiver) through the open 
grounds of the saw-mill and Dougherty’s jdaiitatioii and take posses¬ 
sion of the Arsenal grounds. Tlie above-mentioned advance on the left 
bank of the bayou was only ordered by General Williams after a lengthy 
jonMderation, on the evening of the 4th instant, with the intention of 
jhecking an advance on the same i)ositioii by the Bayou Hara and Clin¬ 
ton roads, and for that reason we only brought forward tlu^ light how- 
tzers of Manning’s battery to tiie advance imsition, leaving the heavy 
juns on tlie original lines. 

At early daylight on tin* morning of August 5 the enemy thn^w his 
mtire force on tlie eanqis ot the Fourteenth Maine, Tw<nity-tirst Indi- 
ina, and Sixth Michigan, with the batt(‘ries attached to each regiment. 
These troops stood ilieir ground nobly, meeting the tremendous fonie 
hrown upon them with unlliiiching l)rav<Ty. 

Oil looking over th<‘ battle ground since the engagement 1 cannot con¬ 
ceive liow it was possible for so nian> men to have <*ngaged on so small 
L piece of ground. The attack was nearly simultaneous, but the first 
ire in line fioiii the enemy’s right was directed on the Fourtecuith 
d^aiiie, and instantly answered by that n^giment by a solid line volley, 
vliich must have done terrible execution. The comjianies of the Twen- 
y-iirst Indiana which were in advance as pi(jkots had fallen back in 
irder. The wliole regiment advanced toward the Magnolia Cemetery 
ind east of it. At this time Major Hays was seriously wounded and 
ms taken from the field. The regiment worked, advancing and retir- 
ng and changing front as the enemy showed himself through the smoke. 
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At nearly the close of the action Lieutenant-Colonel Keith, command¬ 
ing, had to leave the field, badly wounded, leaving the regiment, with¬ 
out a field oflBicer, in command of Captain Grimsley. It was atthis stage 
of the battle that General Williams fell mortally wounded. He h^ 
jnst said to the boys of the Twenty-first: “ Boys, your field officers are 
all gone; I will lead you,” the men answering with three cheers for the 
general. The sound had scarce died away when he fell. The general 
had previously issued an order for the line to fall back, and the artillery 
having done so, the regiments retired in good order to the position now 
occupied. 

For details of movements and conduct of regiments and batteries I 
would refer you to the accompanying reports. I will not trespass on 
the patience of the commanding general further than to say what the 
officers commanding regiments and corps cannot well say for themselves, 
that more undaunted bravery, coolness, and skill in the handling of their 
commands has not been displayed on any battle-field than on that of 
Baton Eouge, and that, too, by officers who never before handled troops 
in a fight. From the Twenty-first Indiana and Sixth Michigan myself 
in common with others expected a great deal, and were not disappointed. 
But when I look back a few short months and bring back to my mind 
the arrival of the Fourteenth Maine at Ship Island and to day consider 
the work done by that regiment in the action, the smoothness and steadi¬ 
ness of its evolutions in difficult ground and under fire from the vet¬ 
erans of the Confederate service, I can only say that for his efforts in 
building up his regiment, the most serious task of a commandei\ and 
his conduct in the field. Colonel Nickerson, of the Fourteenth Mnine, 
deserves the highest praise. 

To the impetuous Lieutenant-Colonel Keith, of the Twenty-first In¬ 
diana, no language of mine can do justice. He was everywhere, in every 
place, working his men through tents, trees, and underbrush like a vet¬ 
eran, and, when seriously wounded and taken from the field, he would 
not give up, but drove around among his officers and men, counseling 
them and assisting in everything, to the injury and irritation of his 
wounds. 

Colonel Kob(u*ts, of the Seventh Vermont, fell mortally wounded and 
has since died, lie was a gentleman of a generous nature and of cul¬ 
tivated mind. (Jolonel Nickerson, of the Fourteenth Maine, had his 
horse shot iiinhu’ him by a dis(*harge of grape. He sprang from under 
his dying steed and waving liis sword called upon his men for one more 
charge. The men s])rang forward with three rousing cheers and drove 
back the advancing foe. At this time tln^ gallant Captain French, of 
Company Jv, FonrtiHOitli Maine, n^ceived his tiuTihle wound. This 
charge was inadiMii 1 lie presence ofGeneral Williams, who complimented 
the num liighly. Ca])tain French was jdaced on board the unfortunate 
steamer Whiteman, and was lost when she went down. Ilis name de¬ 
serves spO(*ial mention. 

The condiud of officers and men of the several batteries was every¬ 
thing that could b(* looked tor by the coinniandiiig general. Tlie vari¬ 
ous batteries w(‘n‘ very iinujli reduced by sickiuiss and deaths, and 
even with the assistance of details from infantry were worked short- 
handed. 

Lieutenant Hall, in command of the second piece of Ninis^ battery, 
wishes special nuMition nnul(‘ of tlie snc(*.essfiil rally by men of the 
Twenty-first Indiana and men of the Ninth Connecticut, who, with 
the assistance of Private Tyler (who left his sick bed and acted as 
sergeant, guniuu*, &c.), and Privates Shields and Ologslon, as also 
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Sergeant Oheever (who left the hospital sick to do his duty), rallied 
and brought off the gun, when every man and horse was shot down 
and the piece in the hands of the enemy. The names of the privates 
of infantry engaged in this gallant exploit will be forwarded as soon 
as ascertained. The Mnth Connecticut and Eourth Wisconsin Volun¬ 
teers were brought up from their positions early in the action, and were 
placed by General Williams’ order in line across the grounds of the 
orphan asylum, immediately in rear of the camps of the Twenty-first 
Indiana and Fourteenth Maine. The regiments moved with alacrity 
and obeyed all orders promptly. 

Oapt. Silas W. Sawyer, of Company H, Ninth Eegiment Connecticut 
Volunteers, deserves mention for his bold reconnaissance on the morn¬ 
ing of the 6th. Going out on the Bayou Sara road 3 miles and finding 
no trace of the enemy, he took a cattle path through the woods, coming 
out on the Clinton road, beyond the original line of our pickets. He 
scoured the country to Bird’s plantation, in scouting around which he 
found one of the enemy’s caissons and near by another. In a short 
time he discovered all four. Crossing over to Bernard’s plantation he 
found another and a damaged ambulance. Eeturning to headquarters, 
he proceeded (by order of Colonel Paine, commanding) with a detach¬ 
ment of men and horses from Manning’s battery and a platoon of his 
own company and brought them in. 

In conclusion I would beg to call the attention of the general com¬ 
manding to the services of Lieut. II. H. Elliott, Ninth New York Vol¬ 
unteers, acting assistant adjutant-general on General Williams’ staff. 
For his coolness and intrepidity in action every officer in the action 
can bear witness, as also to the more trying duties of the details of his 
official business. I am under deep obligations to him for his cheerful 
and zealous services for the time 1 remained in command. 

I inclose copies of (iorrespouden(5e between mys(^If and Lieutenant 
Elliott.* Colonel McMillan, of the Twenty-first Indiana, has been un¬ 
well for some time. His counsel and advice have been fre(dy offered on 
every occasion. 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted. 

THUS. W. CAHILL, 
Colonel^ Gommandbuj at Baton Bouge, 

Capt. lir. Davis, 

Acting Assiatant Adjutant-General^ Dept, of the Gulf 


No. 1.3. 

Report of (JoL Nathan A, M, Dudley^ Thirtieth MauHachuaettH Infantry 
commanding right wing Bvvond Jhdgade. 

Hdqrs. Eight Wing Luig., Dkpt. of the Gulf, 
Baton Rouge,, La.,, Avgiiut 7, 1862. 

Sir: 1 have the lionor to inclose, for the information of the com¬ 
manding officer, the reports of commanding officers of regiments and 
batteries who served under my command in the right wing of this 
brigade in the battle before liaton Eouge, La., on the morning of the 
5th instant, as follow's: 

Captain Clarke, acting colonel Sixth Michigan Volunteers; Maj. H. O. 


Not found. 
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Whittemore, commanding Thirtietli Maseachusetts Volunteer^ First 
Lieutenant Trull, commanding IS’ims’Massacliusetts Battery; Captain 
Manning, commanding Fourth Massachusetts Battery; First Lieutenant 
Brown, commanding three pieces Indiana battery; * Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fullam, commanding Seventh Vermont Volunteers; First Lieut. Will¬ 
iam W. Carruth, commanding Everett’s Sixth Massachusetts Battery. 

I forward the individual reports, so that the commanding officer may 
know to what extent each command participated in the events of the 
day. It cannot be expected that I should mention all the brave ex¬ 
ploits of persons or even regiments, particularly on an occasion when 
all did so well. Our lines were very much extended, and I frequently 
necessarily found myself separated from each regiment; but on no occa¬ 
sion did I see a single regiment misbehave. All seemed to act with a 
coolness and determination that surprised even ourselves after the ex¬ 
citement of the action was over. 

On the afternoon of the 4th instant Brigadier-General Williams ordered 
me forward, with my own regiment and three pieces of light artillery, 
belonging to the Twenty-first Indiana Eegiment, under First Lieuten¬ 
ant Brown, to a point about 2 miles from the river, for the purpose of 
supporting the Sixth Michigan Eegiment Volunteers. After making a 
careful reconnaissance of the grounds, accompanied by Captain Clarke, 
acting lieutenant colonel, in front and on the right flank, I posted one 
piece on the Green well Springs road, the second on the road leading to 
Torkins’ plantation, and the third at the head of Boulevard street, the 
first two supported by the Sixth Michigan, and the latter by the Thir¬ 
tieth Massachusetts Volunteers, then under the command of Maj. H. O. 
Whittemore, its left resting on the flank of Nims’ battery, which was 
posted in the woods to the left of Boulevard street. Our pickets re¬ 
ported nothing during the night to warrant the belief that we should 
be attacked in the morning. 

At 3.30 a. m. the enemy sounded the assembly, which we took at first 
to be the long roll. On finding it to be only the assembly I ordered it 
repeated, supposing it to have been sounded by our regiments on the left, 
which promptly called all our trooijs on the right to their feet. Eeveille 
roll call was hardly over when firing coTiiinenced simultaneously on the 
left and (‘.enter of our front, shortly followed by the discharge of artil¬ 
lery on tlie exireme right. The latter was most promi)tly responded to 
by Lieutenant llrown with his two pieces and wdtli great effect, as the 
scores of dead relxds that laid tliickly strewn in his front after the battle 
gave evidences 

The engagement on the. whole line now became general. I imme¬ 
diately order<‘d JSTims’ battery, under the command of its brave and 
excellent first licnbuiant, Trnll, to the left and considerably to tli<^ 
front, so as to clear the tliick woods in its front, supported by tli(‘ 
Thirtieth E(‘gimeiit Massaclinscdts Volnnt(*ers. Idiis battery went into 
action within 250 yards of a Kcmtncky r(5gmn‘nl, sludtiwed by a feiuie 
and corn tield, wiieju* it remained, doing exc(dlent sei vicis until ordered 
to change position. ()fii(*.(‘rs and imm c.onld not b(diav<‘better. More 
(joolness e.ould not be cxjieided fi'om old vctiu'ans than llu^ offic<u‘S and 
men of this batbuy displayed. I hey (diangixl ]M)sition four times under 
my own observation, and on each oc.(*asion its gallant commander dis¬ 
played bis pmfec.t competen<*y for the ])roiniiicnt i)art. he. acted in this 
severest part of this well-contested lield. 

At this i)eriod of the action the fire on Manning’s battery and the In- 


Not found. 
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diaua regiment, under command of Captain Noblet, was very close and 
severe; so much so that Manning’s battery was compelled to fall back, 
which it did with considerable confusion, leaving one piece and caisson, 
the horses having been either killed or disabled. Lieutenant Whit- 
comb. Thirtieth Massachusetts Yolunteers, gallantly dashed through 
the smoke of the enemy and succeeded in bringing off the caisson. 
The fearless Indianians secured the piece, and both were turned over 
to the battery on the field. Captain Manning quickly rallied his men 
and went into battery on the right of the Twenty-first Indiana, well 
supported on the right by the Seventh Vermont, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fullam (Colonel Eoberts having been mortally wounded), and with this 
battery did good service. In the mean time the enemy appeared in 
strong force directly in front of the Twenty-first Indiana, Seventh Ver¬ 
mont, and Thirtieth Massachusetts. At one time these three brave 
regiments stood face to face with the enemy within 40 yards of each 
other. For full one hour the contest for this piece of wood was terrific. 
At one moment the rebel Tennesseeans would seem to have success on 
their side. The tide would then turn, and the brave Twenty-first Indi¬ 
ana and Thirtieth Massachusetts would exchange a yell with each other, 
quickly advance, and drive the enemy back to the fence and into the 
corn field. 

While this brisk work was going on directly in front the undaunted 
Trull, with his battery, was hotly engaged on the right with a full bat¬ 
tery of the enemy that had cut its way through a belt of thick timber 
and approached within ir>0 yards. This is supposed to have been 
Semmes’ celebrated battery. The Sixth Michigan, under Captain Clarke, 
acting lieutenant-colonel, moved up to the sup])ort of Mins’ battery in 
elegant order. Its assistance came most fortunately, for it w^as cieai‘ 
the enemy intended to outflank us at that point. Nobly did Captain 
Clarke and his command discharge their duty here, as their list of 
killed and wounded shows. This regiment did good service on more 
than one 0(Jca8ion this day. For individual acts of gallantry I refer 
the commanding olficer to Colonel Clarke’s report. 

At this juncture of the contest I ordered Lieutenant Trull to tire 
his three left pieces obliquely across the front of the Twcmty-first 
Indiana, Thirtieth Massachusetts, and Seventh Vermont. This was 
the turning jioint on tli<* right wing. This galling lire of canister, with 
the terrible dis<diarge of the musladry of* three regiments, effectually 
silenced tli<‘ enemy’s lire, and they withdrew again to the fields in the 
rear. 

For the \«ilual)le aid gi\en b.\ Lieutenant Urovvii and his pieces of 
artillery on the right in tlu^ earl> part of the engagement, whiiii j)ie- 
vent(‘(l our Ixing out tlankixl on tli(‘ right, I refer to Acting Lieutenant- 
Colonel Clarke’s report. 

To the rej)()rtof Kirst Lieut. Win. W. Carriitli, eoinniaiKling Fv(u*ett’s 
battery, marked (r,* I r(*sj)e(*tfall,\ solicit the attimtiou of the colonel 
commanding, llis Ixittery did not form part of my cominaiid in the 
morning, but from th(‘ (act that one setition was sent to me it did after¬ 
ward and tli(‘ other fact of its having been su])ported by troops from 
the right wing (Twmity-tirst Indiana) you will account for his sending 
his report through me. Tlie number of dead in front of his po»sition indi¬ 
cate the valuable aid his battery rendered on the left. 

There were very many acts of bravery which could not come under 
my own observation; therefore I respectfully solicit a careful perusal 


* Sec^ Report No. 10. 



Chai‘. xrvil.] VICKSBURG, MISS., AND BATON ROUGE, LA. 61 

of the several reports made by the several commanders of regiments and 
batteries. 

I cannot close this report without noticing the conduct of Captain 
Kelty, of the Thirtieth Massachusetts Yolunteers, who fell at the head 
of his brave and active company of Zouaves. Once before he had been 
sent forward to reconnoiter the position of the enemy, drew their fire, 
and then fell back with the same coolness and precision that he ever ex¬ 
hibited at drills. He was killed within 50 yards of the enemy^s hne. 
His loss I feel especially and personally. Lieutenant Gardner, Com¬ 
pany K, Thirtieth Massachusetts Yolunteers, fell severely wounded, yet 
requested to be left on the field. 

The command of the Thirtieth Massachusetts fell on Major Whitte- 
more by its colonel being assigned to the command of the right wing, 
and most honorably did he acquit himself of his responsible duties. He 
was probably more frequently under my eye than any other officer in 
the wing, and circumstances requiring me to move his regiment more 
often, he displayed coolness, tact, and military knowledge throughout 
the day which well fit him to command in the field. As for the conduct 
of the officers and men of his regiment, I refer you to his minute and 
careful report. 

I am especially indebted to the following officers, who served on my 
staff during the day: Lieutenant Tenney, who made a reconnaissance, 
by my order, at the commencement of the action, was detailed to serve 
on the commanding generaPs staff*. He fell seriously wounded by the 
generaPs side. In ten minutes after Lieutenant Howe, acting assistant 
adjutant-general, also fell mortally wounded. Both of these officers 
were shot in the thickest of the engagement. First Lieut. C. A. E. 
Dimon, who acted during the rest of the day as chief of uiy staff, and 
Second Lieutenant I^orcross also rendered me^ every possible aid in the 
transmittal of my orders from one section of tfiio field to another. Lieu¬ 
tenant Dimon joined me after the action commenced from the hospital, 
where he had been confined for days. Lieutenant Clarke, Sixth Michi¬ 
gan, also acquirted himself handsomely. 

T should forget one obligation did T fail in my report to mention the 
conduct of Surg.’A. F, Holt. He was by my side constantly, when not 
engaged in his pi'ofessional duties, ready to transmit any order oj‘ 
transport to the rear, as he did on several occasions under a hot fire 
on his own back, the wounded, or discharge any duty that would con¬ 
tribute toward the success of the day. 

The enemy liaving retired, 1 ordered the troops composing the right 
wing to take up a more desirable position out of the woods near the 
jienitentiary grounds. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. A. M. DIJ1)LE\. 

(JoL liOtli Kef/t. Mass.j C(md(j. Right Wing Baton Rougr^ La. 

Lieut. II. 11. Elliott, 

AcHng Assistant Adjutant-General.^ Second Brigade. 

fludoi swnfiils.l 

-Baton Houge, La., August 8, 1862. 

The attention of Col. N. A. M. Dudley is calh^d to General Orders, No. 
2, which directs that reports of the battle of liaton Kouge, August 5, 
1802, shall b(^ made to Colonel Cahill. 

I would also say that 1 was not aware that Colonel Dudley was in 
command of any troops, save the Thhtieth Massachusetts, during the 
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actual engagement, after which he was assigned to the command of the 
right wing, on the second line of defense, by General Orders, ITo. 253. 

THOS. W. CAHILL, 

Oolonely Commanding. 

Baton Eouge, August 10 , 1862 . 

In answer to the foregoing indorsement Col. N. A. M. Dudley submits 
statements from several officers that they received orders from him dur¬ 
ing the action, Colonel Dudley himself stating that he was placed in 
command of the Sixth Michigan Volunteers, Nims’ battery, and the 
battery attached to the Twenty-first Indiana by general or iers from 
General Williams. Orders, Ko. 253, was issued by myself after assuming 
command on the second line of positions. 

THOS. W. CAHILL, 

Colonel^ Commanding at Baton Bouge August 5, 6, amd 7. 


Ko. 14. 

Report of Lieut. George G. Trull., Second Battery Massachusetts Light 

Artillery. 

In accordance with your order 1 submit a report of the part taken 
in the late action by the battery under my command. 

On the morning of the 4tb I received an order from General WilliamLS 
to get the battery under arms and prepare for instant action, as an 
attack might be expected at any moment, the enemy being reported in 
lai'gc force on this side of tlie Amite 'River. On mustering the men 1 
found only 21 men fit for duty, the others being in tlio different hos¬ 
pitals of the brigade. I a])])lied to Coloiud (\ihill, of the l^Iinth Con¬ 
necticut, for men, and he at once s<uit mo a dc^tail of 30 men, which 
enabled me to bring the wliole battery through with diminislied detach¬ 
ments and only four horses on n team. I instantly commenced a 
vigorous drill on th<‘ piece, without changing |)osts, tlic ii(‘w nnm prov 
iug intelligent. Beiore night I reported a full ])att(‘r\, of six ])ieces, 
fit for duty. L received an order at dark to act in eonn(‘etion vith the 
Sixth Michigan Eeginieiit in <*as(‘ of action on the morrow. 

At 3).30 o’clock tlu‘ next morning the ratth‘ of Tnusk<‘try annouiM*,ed 
that an attack had h(‘(‘n made on our pickids. L immediately got the 
battery under arms and semt the orderly to the eoininander of the Sixth 
Michigan for oj-d(*rs. Tlic plan of action had Ixmui chang<‘(l during the 
night a.nd the regiiinmt had (‘hanged its posit ion. Th(‘ Thirti(dli Massa 
chusetts had bivouacked near tin* camp of tin* hatt(*ry, and w(*r<i now 
standing in column, awaiting ordcis. 1 soon r(‘cciv(*d an order to take 
the battery to the l(*ft and rear of the eainp and to fir(* as soon as I saw 
an enemy, being siipporl(*d h} tin* Tliirti(*th. The tiring now hecann* 
very heavy on the left and the rith* halls h(*gan to wliistle thi(‘k around 
and over us. The .sun)k<* was so thi<*k that wh* could sc(* nothing. 
Just at this time a caisson, Imlonging to Manning’s battery, cann* dash¬ 
ing down from tiie front, the driv<*rs having left it. It ran against one 
of my caissons, and crushed one of the Iiiinl wln*(*ls and the spar(* 
wheel, and also hrnisiug oin* man badly. Without w^aiting for orders 
I now went; in buttery, and commenced firing shell and canister, which 
in about ten minutes appeared to Iiave completely silenced the eneiri>. 

1 now^ received an order from General Williams to retire, he stating 
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that the enemy was outflanking us on the right. I retired back about 
300 yards and again went into battery, supported on the left by the 
Thirtieth Massachusetts. The infantry were just ordered to lie down, 
and had but executed the movement when a perfect volcano of fire 
opened from a piece of wood on our left and front and at the same time 
a battery opened on the right and front. I fired on the infantry on the 
left with canister and on the battery with shell. The Thirtieth at the 
same time commenced a sharp fire on the infantry. The enemy^s bat¬ 
tery was soon silenced, but the infantry attempted to charge three 
times, but were as often driven back, and at length retired wholly from 
the field. We were now ordered to fall back to a new position, which 
we did in good order. All of the horses on the second piece being killed 
or wounded, it was di‘a wn off by h^d. The men are in excellent spirits 
and ready for another brush with the enemy. 

The enemy fired very badly, nearly all their shots passing over our 
heads.* 

Very respectfully, 

GEOEGE G. TBULL, 

Lieutenant^ Oomdg. Company B, Mass. Light Arty. 

OoL N. A. M. Dudley, 

Oomdg. Bight Wing Second Brig.y Baton Bouge^ La. 


Ko. 15. 

Report of Oapt. Charles H. Manning^ Fourth Battery MassachtiseUs Light 

Artillery. 

Baton Eouge, La., August 6 , 1862. 

Sir : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the casual¬ 
ties and incidents attending the Eourth Battery Massachusetts Volun¬ 
teers, under iny command, in the action with the enemy on the 5th in¬ 
stant : 

At the coniinenceinent of the engagement we were about 1 mile from 
the point of attack, and, by order of General Williams, the right secj- 
tion, under Lieutenant Eeinhard,'advanced to the right of the Twenty- 
first Indiana Regiment, Colonel McMillan, where it lost 1 man killed and 
4 wounded. Three horses were killed and 6 wounded. The Twenty- 
first Indiana aided in bringing oil* one of the guns, when they retired, 
by order of General Williams. Tlie center section, under Lieutenant 
Davidson, advanced with the Ninth Connecticut Volunteers, Colonel 
Cahill, and did good service in shelling the enemy. Tliey had one horse 
wounded. The battery was then united, and took position under Colonel 
Dudley, Thirtieth Massachusetts A^olunteers, where we had one man 
wounded and one gun <lisabled by the smashing of a wheel (in crossing 
a ditch), which was rei)laced by a spare one and the gun brought off. 
Here we were much (‘xposed to the fire of the enemy, who had flanked 
us. We retired in good order under Colonel Dudley. Then, under the 
order of Colonel (Jahill, the battery took i)ositionou a hill, shelling the 
enemy at intervals throughout the remainder of the day, who returned 
the fire, two of their shells going directly over us. 


* Nominal list of casnalties omitted; losses embodied in revised statement, p. 51. 
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John Donoghue brought off from the camp of the Seventh Vermont 
Eegiment tlieir camp colors at the time of the retreat. John E. Duffee, 
of the Fourth Battery, accompanied by Rali)h A. Eowley, of Magee^s 
cavalry (acting orderly for Captain Manning), went onto the field and 
hitched his horses to the battery wagon of the Sixth Battery Massa¬ 
chusetts Volunteers, and brought it off from under the fire of the enemy. 
The battery brought off three caissons, a gun-carriage and limber, and 
a forge wagon belonging to the Sixth Massachusetts Battery. Also, 
accompanied by Cai)tain Sawyer, of the Ninth Connecticut, they brought 
off four cjiissons and two limbers (first discovered by Captain Sawyer) 
of the enemy^s; also one ambulance wagon and one horse with artil¬ 
lery harness on. Lieutenant Taylor, of the Fourth Battery, left the 
hospital and attendi^d to duty untfl obliged to return to the hospital 
from sickness. 

Bespectftilly Kubniitt<‘<l. 

CHARLES II. MANNING, 
Captain Fourth HatUry MaHmehuHctiH Volunteers, 

Colonel Caiitli., 

Commanding Second Brigade^ Department of the Oiilf. 


No. 10. 

R^orf of Lieut, William (Utrruth,, Sivth Hatfery MuHsaekimlts Light 

Artillery, 

liortJE, La., Auffusf 0, 1802. 

SiU: On Monday al’ternoon, tlu^ Ith instant, btang tlnai in eoniinand 
of a section of Indiana Light Arlilh^ry, I was or<l(‘r(‘d by Hrigadicr- 
Ccncral 'Willianis to go iinincdiatcly to ihc Sixth Massachusidls Bat¬ 
tery (Everett’s) and assunn* <*oininand of that <*oinpany in anticipation 
of an attack. In olxilience to that orti<i’ I tlmt afternoon took (a)in 
inaiid of the batt(i’y. I found tin* whoh* niiriiix*!’ of men for duty to l)e 
40. ('aptain Everett was absent in N«‘n\ Orleans on <luly eoniu*ete<l with 
the company; First Lieut<*nant PIi(‘Ips was siek of f(‘V(*r in tin* hospital, 
and S(*e(>nd Lieut<*nant All\n wa.N eonfimxi to <piarters hy the saim* 
dis<*ase. 1'he latt(‘r ollieer expr(*sstMl himself read^ Ibr <luty in east* of 
aetion, and I t!i<*refor«‘ assigned him to tin* eominand of tin* hd't section 
of the hattt*ry. The <*enter seel ion was plaeixl in charge of Li(‘Ut(*nant 
Bruce, \\hilt* I took tin* ri;;hf seetiou under m^\ iuimediatt* command. 
Tin* small number of nn*!! for diits reiniered it In*e(‘'^sar\ for iiu* to tlis 
mount tin* <lri\ers of tin* caissons in or<lt*i’to obtain iin*n to work tin* 
guns. Tin* same eaust* madt* it in*e<*ssar\ to lia\e only lour liors(‘s to a 
gun inst«‘;td of si\. Bri^adit‘r (It*iieral W'llliams liad informed mt* that 
he had sent an onit*r to tin* coloin*! of the Fonr{<*(‘ntli lh*^iment Maim* 
Volunte<*rs to dt*tail .'>!) men to i*t*port to im* to work tin* guns. ''rin*s<* 
men in‘v<*r r(‘j>orted. 

A littit* befon* daylight on tin* nn)iiiing of the oth instant I lieanl 
tiring in the direction of our pickets in our front, ami inmn*diat(‘I.\ 
moved forward in tliat <lire<*tion, being on the left of tin* liin*. Coming 
into batter\ a short distam*(* in front of our camp, tin* six guns op<‘ned 
fin* and <‘ov(‘r(*d tin* retreat of our pickets, who eaim* in el(>sel;v tbllow(*d 
by tin* (‘n(*niy, who at on<*(* din*<*ted voll(*ys of nnisketr> on us with no 
mort* damage than to wound a few’ horses. Ih'ing entirel\ without saj)- 
I)oi‘t, and tile <*in*my in foret*, in danger of out Hanking iis, I onI<*red tin* 
batt(*r\ to fall ba<*k slowly uj# tlni road <»nto a line fonm‘d b^ the Four 
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teentli -Maine and one company of the Twenty-first Indiana, Captain 
Noblet. At this time I took command of the rear section, and having 
arrived on this lino opened fire with these two guns, the narrow road 
permitting the use of no more of the battery. Here Lieutenant Allyn, 
after having two horses shot under him and being twice slightly wounded 
by my side and suffering from sickness, reluctantly quitted the field. 
The fight now raged furiously, the enemy pouring on us volleys of 
musketry, which we returned with shell and canister. Three cannoneers 
were shot dead and 3 more wounded at these guns, leaving only the two 
sergeants to work them, and had it not been for the bravery of these two 
sergeants and the gallant conduct of some of Captain Noblet^s company, 
who in answer to my appeal came forward and acted as artillerymen, it 
is probable that the left ilank of our whole line would have been turned. 
I now dispatched Lieutenant Bruce, with the right and center sections, 
to a road on our right parallel with the one on which we then were, 
with instructions to keep the enemy in clu^ck on that part of the line. 

After a rapid consultation with Captain Noblct I limbered to the 
rear and moved slowdy back with our little band of supporting infantry, 
at tlie same time sending orders to Lieutenant Bruce to fall back on 
line with me. This movomout was executed with groat order by all 
concerned, though in the course of it three of my men were wounded 
(two of them fatally) and four out of eight horses wore shot, rendering 
it ne(*essar.v to rearrange ilu^ teams. We now f(dl back to the first rise 
of ground, and here maintained our position till our whole line fell back 
into a much l)(‘<tter position than that first occupied. The enemy showed 
no l'urth(*r inclination to <‘ome within range of our canister, and during 
remaindiu’ oi'the day our shell alone wiu’e used. 

A ride, over tlie tield this morniug shows the (‘xecutiou done by the 
handful of men who (‘omposed the Sixth Massachusetts Battery. ' The 
ndiel d(‘ad li<‘, 1Iii(jk in front of every ])osition we look, and our own 
d(‘ad and wounded, our broken and ilisorganized teams, our shattered 
limbers and shotrpierc<*d (*{nTiag<‘s bear witn(*ss to tlu^ accuracy of the 
emmiy’s tin*.* 

In ni(‘ aft(‘rnoon our wholes battery was in line along the front, which 
thr(‘\v lour ])iee(‘s into th(‘> hd’t wing. Tlu'i c-ar<^ of llusse jiieces was in¬ 
trusted to Lieut<Miaut r»ru<*(s whil<>) I ndaiiKul tlu'seetion of rilled guns 
uii<l(*r my (*ommand in tlie right, wing. Up to tlu‘ presiuit time we re¬ 
main in tliat position. 

I (l(*sire to malv(‘ lUmition of tlu‘ following names for (‘special brav(‘ry, 
gallantry, and good (‘oiidiud : ScHjond Ui<‘ul. Frank I>iu(*(‘; Orderly Ser- 
g(*aiil nak(‘r*, S(‘rg(*ant. Waeliter; <'orporal Wood, and Private* 0<‘org(^ 
An(lr(‘\\s. (’orporal and A(ding Quart(‘rmasl(‘r*Serg(‘a.nt. Hiiineman 
was faithful in tin* dis(*harg(‘of the dnti(\sofhis (h^iiartimuil, n‘moving 
th(‘ d(*ad and w'oiimhul and bringing rations and wat(‘r toour (‘xliausteel 

ttUMl. 

I to <‘Xi)r<‘ss m.N appr<*(*iat,ion of tlie^ servie(*s r(ui(Uu'(‘d by those 

iiKMi of (la* 1A\(‘lity-lirsi Indiana who so bra.V(‘,ly took the pla,c(‘s of my 
falhui iu(*ii at our guns. 

I am, sir, w’ith tlu* gn*at(‘st resp(‘el, \our (>b(*(li(‘nt. servant, 

* W. W. CAltlUITlI, 

First lArutrnant, CoimUj, Hi.rtlt i\l(tss(iclninvtts Hattery, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant <i(‘iieral 

Uiiiht Whuj Hc.iUiud llriynde, 

*N<)Diiii:d liHt of oiruf U‘<l; ciiihodicd in revised HtiUeincnt, p. 51. 

5 R R— VOI. XV 



66 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. M18B., LA., TEX., N, MEX. [Ohap. XXVn. 


No. 17. 

R^ort of Maj, Horace 0. ‘WTiittemore^ Thirtieth Masscbohusetts Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Thirtieth Ebgimbnt Massachusetts Vols., 

Baton RougOj La., August 6,1862. 

1 have the honor to report, for the information of the colonel com¬ 
manding the right 'wing, that the Thirtieth Massachusetts Volunteers, 
Colonel Dudley commanding, received orders on the afternoon of August 
4, at 3 o’clock, or thereabouts, to hold themselves in readiness to march 
at 6 p. m., as an attack from the enemy was anticipated. 

Accordingly at the hour designated the regiment took up the line of 
manih, proceeiled to a ix>sition at the right of Nims’ battery, about I 
mile from the Capitol, and immediately in rear of the camp of the Sixth 
Michigan Volunteers; a section of artillery, under command of Lieu¬ 
tenant Brown- Twenty-first Indiana, supporting our right flank. Here 
we bivouacked during the night. About an hour before daylight we 
were arouwd by the drums of the enemy and immediately formed in 
line of a(5tion. At 4 o’clock, or thereabouts, the enemy commenced his 
attack near the camp of the Fourteenth Maine Volunteers, on our ex¬ 
treme left, and immediately tliereafter the acition became general along 
the whole line, and was particularly vigorous on our right flank, which 
was bravely defended by the Sixth Michigan. Immediately after the 
commencement of the battle Colonel Dudley assumed, by orders of the 
general commanding, the command of the Sixth Michigan, Nims’ bat- 
the section of artillery under command of Lieutenant Brown, and 
the Thirtieth Massjwhusetts, leaving the (lomrnand of the latter regi¬ 
ment to the un(lersigni*d. The regiment numeuveired iionstaiitly under 
a heavy lire, moving now to this ])oint and now^ to that, by orders from 
the general <M>mmanding, whereviT its servict^s Ke<imed to be most 
luteded, until finally it madt^ a Maml in front of the camp of the Seventh 
Vermont, and directly in n*ar oftlic <*amp of tht* Tw<*nty-first Indiana, 
which was then o<M*upH‘(l by tin* <*iicmy. Nims’battery was now on 
our right tiank and tin* St*veiith Vermont on our left. Ihu’e the (contest 
was very severe. No sooner had we occupic'd tliegnnind, immediately 
in front of which wen* thick wood^ tilleil \Ni<Ii smoke and tin* sun di¬ 
rectly in our fa(*es, than w(* i*ecciM*da most galling tin* from the (*nemy’s 
infantry, accomjianied by niessengt*rs from tln‘ir artillery. The order 
had been given to lie doNMi, ami thu.N but lew casualti<*N oc.curred on 
our side, tlnmgh \s<* were not more than oO \ai<ls IVoin tin* enciny’H line, 
and the tents iiiirm*<iiatel;s in our rear wen* riddled with bulli*ts. 

Captain Kt‘It^, of Company I, was ordered to d(*plo\ his c<)iM])any 
as Kkinuisln*rs on tin* rigiit, and in the p(*ifornian<‘e of liis duly f(*il 
bravely at the In*a<l of his eompan\. N<> trmu* soldier (*ver drew' his 
sword, and no worils of mine in thi,^ leport <‘an do jusliet* to his ni(*niory. 
In him the regiment lost a model otheer, and one wliose exainj)l(‘ and 
soldierly condnet will in*\er be forgotten. His i'ompany immediately 
retired to its i>lace in line in good order under lji<‘Utt*nant I)<*an, 
and the eneiii>V tin* was returned most vigorously by tin* n*gimeiit 
and Nims’ batf(*ry on tin* light. Tiii> latter was most admirably 
liandled b,\ Lieutenant Trull, wln^ conimaiided in the absenc.i* of the 
captain, who was j)n*veiiU‘<l by sieknes'^ from iieing on tin* fi(*I(l. Un¬ 
der the nianag(*meiit of Lieut(*nanl Trull tin* batl(‘ry added laurels to 
its already well (h*s(*rved n*])ntation, and its terrible tire of shell and 
canister, together with the well direeted lire of the Thirtieth Massa¬ 
chusetts, soon iilhnl tlie woods witli the dead and dying and put the 
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enemy entirely to rout. They fled in the utmost confusion and did 
not return. We immediately moved to the rear a few yards in order 
to reform our line, forthwith faced about, and reoccupied our position in 
front of the Vermont camp. The enemy not reappearing we withdrew 
at our leisure, after searching for and bringing off our dead and wounded 
to the ground in the rear of the penitentiai'y, where we bivouacked 
daring the remainder of the day and the succeeding night, and in the 
forenoon to-day I marched the regiment back to the quarters in the 
capitol, where it remained until 10 p. m., when it was reformed and 
marched back to the rear of the penitentiary, where it now remains. 

The conduct of the officers and men is worthy of all praise, coming, 
as they did, a large number of them, from their sick beds to serve their 
country and maintain their previously well-earned reputation. It is 
well known that the severe and protracted tour in the swamps before 
Vicksburg, from which the regiment had returned only a few days ago, 
had greatly reduced the strength and spirits of the men, but they did 
their whole duty without flinching, and with cheerful determination 
to scatter the enemy along their front. The ground was held, the enemy 
driven back, and with but trifling loss on our side. 

During the engagement I was constantly aided and advised by 
Colonel Dudley, who needs no commendation for his admirable skill 
and composure, and a great part of our success at the critical moment 
of the flght is attributable to his previous instructions and strict system 
of discipline. 

Lieutenant Whitcomb, with Company C, under a hot fire, brought 
off one of the pieces of Maiming’s battery which was temporarily 
abandoned, having lost its men and horses, and deserves honorable 
mention. Early in the acition, which lasted from 4 a. m. till i) a. m., 
Li(tnt('nant Howe, acting adjutant, had his horse shot under him, and 
was hirnsell' dangerously wounded. Quartermaster Tenney was severely 
woun<l(*(I, as was also Lieutenant Gardner, of (Company K; Sergeant 
IJrooks, of ('<tnii)any C, color-bearer, and Color Corporal Uogeis, of 
Company K, who lost his left arm, deserve honorable mention for brav¬ 
ery iind good conduct during thoentire engag(iuicnt. I*nva(<^ MeK(‘nzie, 
of ('.ompiiny H, (hough wounded and with the bullet still in his body, 
reniaiiK'd on duty throughout the entire engiigenient and is now at liis 
post, h'irst fcsc'igt. John 1*. Ilalcy, of Company H, liad eoniiiiand of a. 
dcdiichnumt of his company (the captain being on dolac.lKal duty ami 
tlu' li(‘uteuant Ixdng sick), and carried himself bravely. I ajjpend a list 
of casnallics.* 


Very re.spectfully, 


n. O. WIIITTEMORE, 

Major, Com man dln<j. 


Lieutenant Dimon, Aothig Asaintant AdJtUant-GetwraL 


No. 18. 

Report of Oapt. Charlen E. ClarTie, /Sixth Michigan Infantry. 

Eaton Roitgjo, La., August 7, 1862. 

1 have the lionor to make to you tlu^ following report in regard to 

" Kiiibodicd in fcnihimI blatcnumt, p. 51. 
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the participancy of the Sixth Eegiment Michigau Volunteer Infantry in 
the action before Baton Bouge on the morning of the 6th instant: 

The camp of the regiment was at the junction of the Olay Out and 
Jenkins’ roads, on the extreme right of the line. A section of Brown’s 
battery was in position on the former road a little in advance, and 
supported by Companies A, B, and F, under the command of the veteran 
Capt. John Oorden, of Company F, actinglieutenant-colonol. At the com¬ 
mencement of the action Companies I, U, C, and K, under my command, 
assisted by Acting Major Captain Bassett, were ordered by Ceneral Will¬ 
iams to go to the support of the Twenty-first Indiana, which was thou 
in position in front of the Magnolia Cemetery. Soon after taking this 
position we were assailed by a furious fire of the enemy, who found 
cover under a fence a little in advance and to the right, of the road 
leading by the south side of the cemetery. Their fire was briskly re¬ 
turned by the men under my command, and, as the boards of the fence 
offered but slight resistance to our rifle balls, the attacking party was 
severely punished and soon retired. I then received an order to sup¬ 
port Kims’ battery, which position I occupied during the remainder of 
the engagement. The part of the regiment loft with Captain < lorden 
repelled an attack of a far superior force, driving the enemy, fetking 
20 prisoners, 60 stand of arms, and one rebel flag of the Fourth 
Louisiana, and most nobly discharged the duty to whi<!h they had been 
assigned. 

I particularly desire to notice the cool intrepidity and daring cour¬ 
age of Lieutenant Howell, of Company F, and Acting Adjutant Lieut. 
A. J. Balph, who by their gallant conduct aided greatly in iiifu.siiig an 
unyielding .spirit into the minds of the men. 

Company C, Captain Spitzer, occupied a jneket line in advanc<* of the 
camp of my regiment, and first engaged the advanc(‘ of the for<‘e sent 
against it. Owing to the de.ii.s<* fog prevailing at the time t’aiitaiii 
Spitzer was unable to distinguish the emany until thi'y were close upon 
him. He, however, gave them a warm widcona*, and,aid<‘d by his very 
efficient second lieutenant (Thonip.son), his tiist licuicnani being sieU, 
held them well in check, and, vln-n eonipelled to retreat, rallied hand 
somely on the main body. Company 1>, under eonimaini ol‘ Lieutenants 
Clarke and Ellis, was oceuiiying oatiMists at llie I’erkins ami Ibaii.iid 
plantations, and did not arrivi* in timi'to participate* in the action, 
though they rallied on the main laxly by (he loiite pivsenbed Ibi tlieni 
in the shortest jiossible time. 

Captain Soule, \vith his eoiiipan,\ (i), was gi<‘.!tl.\ e\[>osed w hile doing 
duty as a skirmishing party. The* w oandsol'the'br.i\e e.iplaiii and his 
second lieutenant (Fassett) and ilic list of tin* Killed of hi., eompain 
fullj' attest their indomitalih* courage. 

It is difficult to give esjieeial piaise where ail lielia\ei! sn well, 
though justice requires partie-alar nieiitioa of (lie fcaile.ss eoii<luel of 
Lieutenant IIowcll, of Company F, and Sergeant 'I’lia.ver, of ('onipanx 
A, in their gallant defi*us(‘ oi l>rowii.s iMttery aliei being 1 heni.sel\es 
wounded. You are I'eferred to ab.straet marked A for a li.st ol' Killed, 
wounded, and missing.* 

Very respectfully, 

t’llAS. E. ('LAltKK, 

Va])t. <01(1 Ac((f. CdL <i/fli<‘ Sirth L’cijf. Mich. fWs. 

N. A, M. Dudley, 

Gol.oOthMass. VoIk., Gomd;/. liiijhl Whoj Ai'mij, llnlmi llutojc. I.n. 

* Embodied in reviKcd Hlatwnent, p. bl. 
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TSTo. 19. 

Report of JJetit CoL Volney iS. Fullam, Seventh Vermont Fnfanirip 

IlEADQUABTEES SEVENTH VERMONT INFANTRY, 

Baton Rouge^ La,, August 8, 18(>2. 

Sue: In obodionce to Special OrderH, No. 2,1 have tlio honor to Hxib- 
niit the following? report, viz: 

On a(*c*ount of the rcf^imciit having received uodeiinite orderw for it« 
operations, as I understood, and owing to the fact of Colonel Roberts 
having becni mortally wounded in the action, I am not able to give a 
eonneclod account of the participation of this regiment, having been 
sent forward to niconnoiter, ami for other i)urposes, and was absent 
when Colomd Roberts fell, but assumed e/Omnuind immediately after, 
and can only say that tiie regiment had not far from 250 oflicers and 
men in action ; that it was several times under sharp fire; that several 
men in e.amp and some from hospital, who wore not fit for duty, were 
in the ranks, and that both ofllexu's and men, so far as 1 know, behaved 
witli eoolnc^ss. and courage. The following list shows the names and 
rank of the wounded and missing in action so far as ascertained to this 
date.* 

Respeetfully submitted. 

V. S. FULLAM, 

lAeut* (JoL, Oomdg. Semath Regiment Verfnont Volunteern. 


No. 20. 

Rtport of FoL Franks, Nivkvrson, Fourtvvnlh Maine Infantry, eommanfU 
ing lift wing Hccond Hrigadr, 

ni;u)<,»i'Ai:Ti-:n‘s K<n utkkntii Maink VoiniNTi-n-nis, 

Ilainn Rongi\ La,,, August S, IS02. 

In iirconlaiKM* with Orders, No. 2, I Iiercwilh snhmil. a, r<‘p()rl of tln‘ 
}>;nl hninc bs in> ri*; 4 im<‘nt in th<‘nHuir ol’the rah in.sliinl : 

W «• riHMinprd ;it IIh* haks of lh»* Il;i>ou Sara and ('linlon 

Roach., in achance and on tin* left. 

Al 1 on the luoi mn ‘4 of th(‘at li our pickets ((’ompani(‘S Hand 

ill wiic atl.u'k<*(i ami driven in, n^porling four i‘e; 4 im(‘nls advancing, 
1..0 111 lioni ami two on the lell Hank. Onr line of hatlh* wa.s foi-nuMl 
(o the t)l oar encampment, h’lmling I heir skirmislnu'S approai'h 

lie (liionuh tlH‘ coin InHil on onr hH’t Hank, wc <‘hani;(Mi iron! to liic 
le.ii nil the iii^lit coiiipan.N, and tlnai iiiommI canlioiisl\ lorward thiouuh 
t he l imh(‘i ti) meet them. 'I he log w as .so <l(‘n.s(* t hat it was imp(K^ihl<‘ to 

c t w eiP \ n \ e \ ards in a<i\ anei*. 'I'lie> w<*re w ell ad\ ised of t he exact 
I(M* it mil ot niir c.mip hut, iiiis|nd;'mg t hcirdisl ance in 1 h(‘ fo^Jii cd o\ ov 
u . \\ r I < cfiv ed some ti\c oi si\ rouinls Irorn lluan without r(‘pl\ing 

( aid mil ol 1 'hi (U tin m), until arii\<‘d w itiiin less than 100 v.irds 

nt 12 . \\<‘ilirn them ji \olle\ 1)\ hatlalion. Afha* jihoiil livi^ 

imiml^ llicN in<»ke, and tlnar lin» entircl\ (‘(‘jised at this point. We 
tin'll leded in place for ahont ten mimitc.s, heiii” com|)let(‘l> c(>in*ealcd 
fioiu them h> a fenci* in trout ami tin* morning fog. I s(*nt skirmish<*rs 

lOiiihixln <1 Ml st.itriiiciit, p. r>l. 
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in the mean time to the right and left to watch them. It was then re 
])orted that a battery and a considerable force of infantry had taken 
position a sliort distaii(*e in front of oiir camp, directly on the right of 
our line. A few disediarges from their battery confirmed this. I im¬ 
mediately changed front by file to the right and opened fire on them, 
and, with our battery posted in the road a little to the right and rear 
of us, held them completely in chexjk. lu the mean time a heavy fire 
was pouring through the <iemetery, in the front of the Twenty-first lu- 
diaiin. We changed front once more, and gave the right the advantage 
of om^ well-directed fire. Then came some most terrific yells from the 
right, which indicated the success of tiie enemy, and led the general to 
suppose, as lie informed me, that they were attempting to tiim our 
right. Wo w<»i*e then onlered to the right, the batt<Ty on our right, re¬ 
tiring alwmt rods. As the enemy had a battery in the road directly 
in front of ns, whi<di would have exposed the men to its fire, we were 
obliged to demolish a strong boanl fence and move through a corn field 
to a lane in the mir of our camp, up which we passed, and formed our 
line on the opposite side of the road. We were then ordered up with 
the Twenty-first Indiana, which had fallen bfwk to the .position then 
o<*cnpied by us. Tlu‘ attack was then resumed. The Twenty-first In¬ 
diana was deployed as skirmishers on our right and left. We fonned 
our line of battle just in n*ur of their eanip, and moved up with hearty 
cheers. Here we had the most severe fight of the day. At this time 
my hoiw* was slH)t un<b‘r im*, an<l I lost some of my best ofiicers and 
men. We maintained our position for Inilfan hour or more amidst a 
])erfe(*t show(‘r of bullets, when (lemual Williams rmle up, sahl the 
4 ‘nemy were giving awa>, and asked if we eouhl advaiuT on them once 
more,' The num aimwenMi with three cheers ami moved forward. This 
was under a most (l(‘ad!> tin*. 

In this eoimectioa I must mention t’aptain French, of Company K, 
who was the first to follow aiul ]dace himstdfbymy side. The men, 
without excepti<m, came up nobly. The battery in this road had then 
r(‘tircd. rlust in our rear tumeral Williams fell in sight of our men. 
'riiis did not <lami)en their ardor. W<* then movi'd a little to the left, 
<lis<*overing the eiumi.s's rigid Hank e^po^e<l. A few rounds sileiiccid 
their lire at this point. We then left the liehl in p(U*feet order, and 
leaving m,\ men in a ravim^ on the right of the penit<*ntiar\, wln*re 1 
found most of1Ii(M)ther n'giimmt s posted, nmler <*ominand of Li(‘ut. ('ol. 
T. W. Poit<‘r, of this regiment ; being m\self at this time assigiuMl to 
the command of the itdt wing, consi>ting <d‘ the h'ourlh Wisconsin, 
Scvcnih \ ermoiit, h'ouit(‘enth Maine, and Maniiinu's l>att(*r\. \\v ine 
imMliatel.v theiealler leneenpied onr giouiid, hiMied our own <lead and 
those of the enein\. and e.tred for tlieir wound**d. 

Our killed are. .'hJ; missing, 12; wounded, 71; total, 119. Among 
the wounded aie 7 wlio have since sufiered amiiutation of a leg. 

1 beg !ea\e t»» mention e'-peei.ill;^ Lu-ut. <’ol. W. Porter, who dur 
ing th(‘ wlioh‘ t*ngageinent w.i'^ bia\e and eool, and nmderetl m<* \aln 
al)It‘ aid and as.sistanee. Maj. O. S. Ibekinore was s(*\t‘i(‘l\ wonmit‘d 
earl;^ in (lu* engagement. 11 is <*«uiduef on the field int*rits special men¬ 
tion. adjutant, rl. 11. (-kliglitl> wonii<iedg provt‘d himself 

a most faitliiul and \,iluable idlieti. .M;\ chaplain, (1. W. IhirtUdt, 
w'as everywiiere jiresent, watching our llank an<l carrying orders, an<l 
pr(>ve<l that in* was the light man in the right pla('<*. My <juartennas- 
ti*r, d. II. Ort>well, rendered similar assistance, and was ready to per¬ 
form whatever was ne<*essar\ to be <lone. Surgeon Adams, without an 
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assistant, did his doty nobly. Ton will see by the report that he has 
had his lull share of it. 

It is very difficult to make special mention where all did so well. 
Considering the suddenness of the attack on raw troops, posted in the 
front, I trust that they acquitted themselves to your satisfaction. How 
well, you can perhaps judge better than 1. If any mistook the nature 
of a real conflict they will know it hereafter, I trust. They know, if any 
sucli there were, that the country this time cannot aftbrd to keep men 
in commission or in the ranks who are not at all times reliable. 

I iiuist make especial mention of Oapt. J. P. French, Company K, 
before spoken of. Oapt. E. W. Mullen, Company B; First Lieut. I. B. 
(lai'dner. Company I; First Lieut. George Blodgek Company A 5 First 
Lieut. J. M. Wiswell, Company G; First Lieut. 3 . H. Spencer, Com¬ 
pany B; Second Lieut. B. B. Glidden, Company F; Second Lieut. Aaron 
II. Keene, Company E; Second Sergt. James A. Seavey, Company 0; 
Sergeant Snow, Conq)any D; Corporal Bdminster, Company D: Pri¬ 
vate A. Blacskman, Company F, and Private Preble, Company I, ex¬ 
hibited rare bravery. Our color-sergeant lost a leg, and every member 
of the color guard save 2 wiis either killed or wounded. It is impossible 
to be entirely accurate at present, and, fearing I may do injustice to 
some, wlieiiever the fiwsts shall wjurmit I will make this matter the sub- 
of a I'urtlK'r rci)Ort. 

1 feel that 1 should do injustice in this report did 1 not especially 
iiK'ution Sergeant-Major Adams, Acting Ordnance-Sergeant Long, 
Quart erniaster-H(*rgeantp Gardiner, and Commissary-Sergeant Jackman, 
who borrow(‘<l guns and ent(*red the ranks at the commencement of the 
action. 

\V«‘ captured (i prihoiuTs (1 lieutenant of Thirty^-iirst Alabama). We 
also UK)k 28 stand of jirni, which await your order in my camp.* 

I have the hoiutr to b(‘, youi-s, very rcs])ectfully, 

F. S. NICKBKSOH, 

(litloticl, (htnmanding Fourteenth Maine Volunteers. 

Lieut. II. II. Mm.iott, 

Acting Asiiittt<nit Adjutant-dencrat, Heeond Brigade. 


21 . 

Itegort of Lieut. (Jot. Richard Fifz Oitdwns, Ninth Connecticut Infantry. 

Baton Rough, La., August 8, 18C2. 

In aee()idiuie<‘ with (buieral Orders, No. 2, I herewith submit iny ro- 
porl of the engagetiK'iit oftln’ .'llli instant: 

Tlie Nintli L’eginienI (’onneetieui Volnnl(‘ers, Col. Thomas W. Cahill 
(•oinniiiinling, niiiiclied out, according to i)reviouH onlers, about .'t a. m. 
on the morning of the ."itli instant and look position on the left of the 
line ordercnse, lia\inu tin* Koiirtb Wi.seonsin Ri'giinent on its left, and 
a seelion, consist ing of two liowitzi'rs of Manning’s h’ourth Massa- 
elniselts i:atler\, on its rigid. The position was one admirably ealcu- 
lated for inilil.in movenienis, lieing situated on a hill overlooking t.lio 
l!a.\on Gross aiid aiioiil half way helweeii tli<‘ river and the Bayou 
S.ira road. At about I a. ni. picket tiring was heard ou the right, fol¬ 
lowed It> Iiea\.\ volleys of iniiskmiy and ar tillery. The fog at this 

• N.iimiiid li.l III' .•nsualticM diiiiIIciI ; ciiiliodiDd in rovisod statomont, p. 51. 
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time was very dense, and the maneuvers of the enemy only to be de¬ 
termined from the firing, which, being principally upon the center and 
very severe, it was thought advisable to move the regiment to the sup¬ 
port of the center. This was done, reaching the north road, along 
which it marched until, coming within range of the enemy^s guns and 
receiving a shower of grape and canister, the regiment filed off and 
formed line of battle in a corn field on the right of the road, while the 
battery took position on the road and opened fire, when the enemy fell 
back.' The order then being given to fall back, and it appearing* that 
our left fiank was exposed, we marched by, filed to the left, and re¬ 
sumed our position of the morning, and afterward took occupation of 
a cemetery, ready to support when called upon 5 while at the same 
time covering the left flank, ably supported on the left by the Fourth 
Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteers, who had been with us in our movements 
throughout the entire day. At this time Colonel Cahill sent Major 
Frye, of this regiment, to the right for orders, who shortly returned 
with the melancholy intelligence of the death of Brigadier-General 
Williams, and Colonel Cahill, as senior field officer present on duty, 
by order of Lieut, and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. H. H. Elliott, took com¬ 
mand of the brigade; and, by his after order, the left wing, including 
this regiment, was under command of Colonel iNickerson, of the Four¬ 
teenth Maine Volunteers. 

At this time, the firing having ceased on the right and center, word 
was sent us thkt the left wing was about to be attacked, and a section 
of Everett’s battery was sent to its support, to which were detailed 
from this regiment, as artillerists, 5 men, 30 men having been previously 
detailed to Nims’ battery. The section of Manning’s battery having also 
come up on our right the attack was not renewed, but the regiment 
remained iu position for the remainder of the day and night. 

On the morning of the 6 th instant Capt. S. W. Sawyer, of Company 
with a detachment, captured and brought in five caissons, loaded 
with ammunition, belonging to the enemy. 

Our loss is comparatively small, owing to the overshooting of the 
enemy. The officers and men of the regiment deserve great credit for 
their good conduct and discipline, laboring, as they did, under the dis¬ 
advantage of having but 12 line officers in the field, the others being 
on detached service or previously sick in the hospitals. Adjutant Kat- 
tenstroth and Sergeant-Major Curtis«also rendered efficient service. 

We captured 24 prisoners (one a conunissioued officer), mostly be¬ 
longing to the Fourth Louisiana Eegiment, 14 of whom were wounded. 
Our casualties were as follows: Killed 1 , wounded 9, missing 4. 
Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

ETODAED FITZ GIBBONS, 
Lieutenayit-Colonel Nmill Connecticut Volunteers, 

Lieut. H. H. Elliott, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


No. 22 . 

Report of Capt James Grimsley^ Twenty-first Indiana Infantry, 

Heabquauters Twenty-fit?ST Indiana, 

Baton Rovge^ La,,^ August 7, 1862. 

Sib : 111 obedience to your order, with reference to the part in action 
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taken by the Twenty-first Indiana Volunteers on August 5,1862, in the 
battle of Baton Rouge, I have the honor to report: 

That at about 2 o’clock in the morning a party of scouts of the enemy, 
mounted, supposed to be 20 in number, made their appearance at picket 
post iNTo. 5, held by Company I, Oapt. R. Campbell, Twenty-first Indiana 
Volunteers, on the Greenwell Springs road, about 1 mile in advance of 
the camp of the Twenty-first Indiana Regiment. Captain Campbell 
had also as support and to act as messengers two men of Magee’s cav¬ 
alry". By order of Captain Campbell they went forward to ascertain 
the force present. In a few minutes they returned, reporting that by 
a sudden dash into their number they had succeeded in scattering all 
but one, whom they took prisoner. Company F, Capt. F. W. Noblet, 
was detailed to go to the support of Captain Campbell early in the 
night. At about 3 o’clock in the morning the enemy’s advance guard 
reached this station, when the first firing was done, the rebels retreat¬ 
ing. Soon after a larger force appeared, when Captain Campbell dis¬ 
patched a messenger to the headquarters of the regiment to inform 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keith of the certainty of an attack. Brisk firing 
began by the enemy at about 4 o’clock, which was returned with spirit 
by the two companies named, who retired in the order of skirmishers, 
deployed on both sides of the road. Colonel Keith immediately sent 
out Company A, Charles B. Seely, first lieutenant, in command as an 
advance guard, to feel for the enemy, while our regiment, composed of 

-, was forming. As the gray of the morning approached we 

marched at double-quick out in the direction of the firing. After an 
advance down the Greenwell Springs road some 600 yards we found 
an open space to our right, and hearing firing in that direction we moved 
out under cover of some undergrowth and formed in line of battle. 
Company C, under command of First Lieut. William Baugh, was sent 
to the right to ascertain the position of the left wing of the enemy. 
Just then Company A, Lieutenant Seely, was opened upon by a desper¬ 
ate fire ftom a whole regiment in ambush, when he rallied upon the bat¬ 
talion. Immediately after the whole left wing of the enemy delivered a 
most destructive fire upon our right, killing instantly Charles B. Seely, 
first lieutenant Company A; Orderly Sergt. J. A. Bovington, Company 
A; Corpl. Isaac Knight, Company A; H. T. Bachelor, Company A. 
Also killing 3 of the skirmishers deployed by Company C; wounding 
Major Hays badly in the foot. We returned their fire with deadly 
efiect, which parted their center and threw large forces upon our flanks. 
At this time, some distance to our left, a regiment of the enemy had 
advanced to a point beyond our rear, and fearing a flank movement on 
their part, and desiring to draw out the forces in our front from cover, 
we retired back some few hundred yards, where we made a stand to 
await their approach. 

We succeeded in our last design, though they did not move upon 
our front, but took a corn field to our left, which is immediately back 
of the cemetery, east of our camp. We immediately changed our posi¬ 
tion to the front of the cemetery, where we took position, and in a few 
minutes, through the slight picket fence on the front of the cemetery, 
we saw them coming. At the sight of us they oi)ened a heavy fire, but 
with little efi*ecb, for we laid flat down upon the ground. We returned 
their compliments with the most terrible slaughter to them, and here 
the general fight began. The contest at this point was a hot one, and 
they fought with not only bravery but perfect desperation. Finally, 
however, they gave way, and reformed off to our left. When their 
last movement was discovered our regiment was broken into column 
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of companies, left in front, and we hurriedly took another position 
diagonal across the northeast part of our camp. For the moment 
firing had ceased in every direction. In a short time, however, we 
discovered a regiment (through the smoke and fog, which was densely 
black) of Louisiana troops moving by the right flank upon the next 
street to our front at double-quick. Toward the city and down to 
our right was a battalion deployed as skirmishers and taking position 
uncomfortably near to us. 

We made a dash at the head of the regiment moving into the city. 
Time would not allow much order in the movement, but we succeeded 
in giving them a most destructive fire, which we repeated before they 
could recover from their surprise and ascertain our position 5 and, 
finally, after a short stand, they broke in utter confusion and left the 
ground. 

Durmg this time, however, the Twenty-first Indiana suffered the 
most. 

At the mometrt we started for the attack last mentioned the battalion 
of skirmishers upon our right opened upon us a most galling fire with 
desperate effect. Another or two regiments had formed in our camp 
and opened upon our rear a hot fire. Our position was an awkward 
one, to say the least, when we had driven the first regiment back, and 
consequently our fighting now became upon the principle of every 
man for himself.” Our men took cover behind trees and such things 
as would shield them. To add to the danger and desperation of our 
situation, the Seventh Vermont, from their camp back of us, opened a 
fire in the direction of all engaged, which killed many of our own men 
outright and wounded several more. At this we gave back, when we 
met General Williams and acquainted him with the fact. He gave the 
Vermonteis a severe reprimand, and ordered them forward to our sup¬ 
port. We reformed and moved down to our old position. 

Some regiment (I think the Thirtieth Massachusetts) at this moment 
came to our assistance with a part of, perhaps, the Fourteenth Maine, 
and from that on our combined forces punished the enemy most terribly. 
Finally, under the most determined resistance and desperately destruct¬ 
ive fire from us, they left the field, only taking a part of their wounded, 
and leaving our camp and the ground immediately north covered with 
their dead. 

At the most critical period of the fight, when the Seventh Vermont 
Eegiment, which was ordered by General Williams to support us, re- 
iused to do so, waving his sword and cheering us on to deeds of duty 
and daring, our accomplished, gallant, brave, and loug-to-be-mourned 
adjutant, Matthew A. Latham, was killed. Lieutenant-Golouel Keith, 
who had been brave, cool, calm, and most energetic for success, while 
passing through the hottest of the fire and thickest storm of bullets, 
dispensing orders and cheering on his men, was badly wounded in the 
right vshoulder. 

For the brave, gallant officers and men of the Twenty-first Indiana 
I cannot say too miich. Under the tiist fire and under tlie intermediate 
fires to the last they tasted the most desperate circumstances of the 
battle. They were continually at their post^ and ever ready and ambi¬ 
tious to do the full measure of their duty. The battle was fought in 
and around our camp, and we defended it—let the rebel forces them¬ 
selves certify how nobly. 

After Lieutenant-Colonel Keith was wounded your humble servant 
and subscriber, being the senior officer present, took command of the 
battalion. 
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For particulars of casualties I refer you to paper marked A;* com¬ 
panies engaged, with their commanders, see paper marked B. 

Most respectfully submitted. 

JAMES GEIMSLEY, 
Gwptam Oomj^my B, Commamdmg Regiment, 

Colonel Cahill, 

Oomdg. Second Brigade^ D&pt, of the Oulf 

[InclosTire B.] 

Statement of Companies of Twenty-first Indicma Volunteers engaged in 
action at Baton Bouge^ La.^ August 6,1862. 

Company A, Lieut. Charles D. Seely commanding. Sent out as 
advance guard. 

Company B, Oapt. J. Grimsley commanding. 

Company C, Lieut. William Baugh commanding. 

Company D, Lieut. William Harper commanding. 

Company E, Oapt. W. M. Skelton commanding. 

Company F, Oapt. Francis W. ^Noblet commanding. Sent out on 
picket night before battle. 

Oompany G, Sergt. Jobm Adams commanding. 

Oompany H, Oapt. J. T. Oampbell commanding. 

Oompany I, Oapt. Eichard Oampbell commanding. Sent out on 
picket night before battle. 

Company K, Lieut. Thomas Grinstead commanding. 


Ko. 23. 

Report of Lieut, Col. Sidney A. Bean^ Fourth Wisconsin Infantry, 

Headquarters Fourth Wisconsin Eegement, 

August 9,1862. 

Colonel : In obedience to General Orders, itSTo. 2, I have the honor 
to submit the following report of the movement of the regiment under 
my command in the late action: 

At 3 o’clock on the morning of the 5th instant I marched the regi¬ 
ment across the bayou north of the Arsenal grouuds, and formed it in 
line of battle on the ridge beyond, the Ninth Connecticut and a part of 
Manning’s battery being on my right. 1 made this movement under 
order from General Williams, who instructed me to act in conjunction 
with yourself, and in every event to protect the left flank of our posi¬ 
tion. A few moments after the first musketry was heard the general 
ordered them forward in the direction of the firing, which order I im¬ 
mediately put in execution, marching in line with the Ninth Connecti¬ 
cut. The movements, however, had hardly been commenced when I 
received orders to march by the right flank to the Greenwell Spiings 
road. I here formed a line, my right resting on the road, and waited 
for orders. The fog was so dense that we could learn nothing of the 
position of the forces nor discern friend from foe a rod distant. Our 
own troops falling back over our lines and filing down the road, I was 
in momentary expectation that the enemy would attempt to follow and 


^Nominal list omitted; embodied in revised statement, p. 51. 
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force their way into the town. If such an attempt had been made, 
there was no better position from, which we could have repulsed them. 
Great as was the chagrin of our officers and men at being so held in 
reserve, I did not think it consistent with my duties to abandon the 
position contrary to the last orders of the general and leave exposed 
the whole open country on our left. 

After the troops and artillery had all passed to our rear, and it be¬ 
came evident that the enemy was not advancing on this point, I marched 
to the cemetery across the bayou, and opposite to the position I first 
occupied. At this time the firing had all ceased except on the extreme 
right, where it continued for a few moments only, and the action was 
ended. The men of my command displayed the greatest eagerness to 
meet the enemy, and our only regret was that the attack had not fallen 
on our line. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. A. BEA^T, 

Lieut, Col,,, Commanding Fourth Wisconsin Regiment, 
Colonel Cahill, Commanding Forces in the Action, 


1^0. 24. 

Report of Maj, Qen, John C. Breckinridge^ G, 8, Army^ commanding eoGpe. 
dition, of engagement at Baton Rouge and occupation of Port Hudson, 

Headqxjabters BEECKiiirEiDaE’s Division, 

September 30, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report ihe opei^ations of a portion of my 
division recently ordered from Vicksburg to Gamp Moore and Baton 
Eouge, La., by Major-General Van Dorn, 

I left Vicksburg on July 27 with somewhat less than 4,000 men, and 
arrived at Camp Moore the evcniug of the 28th. The major-general 
commanding* the district having received iutelligetice that the enemy 
was threatening Camp Moore in force, the movoment was Jiunh^ sud¬ 
denly and rapidly by railroad, and having but few cars, nothing eonld 
be transported except the troops, with their arms and ammunition. 
Brig. Gen. Charles Clark, who had rei)orte(l i*oi‘ duty a lew days b(*fore 
onr departure from Vicksburg, piomptly and kindly consented to accom¬ 
pany the expedition. Brigadier-Cbmeral Liuggles was already at Caini) 
Moore, in command of a small force, with which he had kept the enemy 
in check. The troops wiu’e imniediately organized in two divisions, 
General (Jlark taking command of tlie First and General ilngglesof the 
ISeeond Division. The rumor of an advauee of the enemy in force upon 
Camp Moore proved to be unrounded. 

On July 30, in obedience to a dispatch of the from the major-gen¬ 
eral commamliug the district, the troops wei*e put in motion for Baton 
Eouge. Duiing the niarcli i received informal ion that t he effectiv(‘ loree 
of the enemy was not less than 5,000 men, and that the ground was com¬ 
manded by three gunboats lying in the river. My own tioops having 
suffered severely trom the effects of exposure at Vicksburg, from heavy 
rains without shelter, and from the extreme heat, did not now number 
more than 3,400 men. Under these circumstances 1 determined not to 
make the attack unless we could be relieved from the fire of the fleet. 
Accordingly I telegraphed to the major-general commanding the condi- 
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tiou and number of the troops and the reported strength of the enemy, 
but said I would undertake to capture the garrison if the Arkansas could 
be sent down to clear the river or divert the fire of the gunboats. He 
promptly answered that the Arkansas would be ready to co-operate at 
daylight on Tuesday, August 5. 

On the afternoon of Monday, the 4th, the command having reached 
the Comite Eiver, 10 miles from Baton Eouge, and learning by an ex¬ 
press messenger that the Arkansas had passed Bayou Sara in time to 
arrive at the proper moment, preparations were made to advance that 
night. The sickness had been appalling. The morning report of the 
^ 4th showing but 3,000 effectives, and deducting those taken sick during 
' the day and the number that fell out from weakness on the night march 
I did not carry into the action more than 2,000 men. This estimate 
does not include some 200 Partisan Eangers, who had performed effi¬ 
cient service in picketing the different roads, but who, from the nature 
of the ground, took no part in the action; nor about the same number 
of militia hastily collected by Col. D. C. Hardee in the neighborhood of 
Clinton, who, though making every effort, could not arrive in time to 
participate. 

The command left the Comite at 11 p. m. and reached the vicinity of 
Baton Eouge a little before daybreak on the morning of the 5th. Some 
hours before the main body moved a small force of infantry, with a sec¬ 
tion of Semmes’ battery, under Lieut. T. K. Fauutleroy, the whole com¬ 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Shields, of the Thirtieth Louisiana, was 
sent by a circuitous route to the road leading from Clinton to Baton 
Eouge, with orders to drive in any pickets of the enemy and attack his 
left as soon as the action should begin in front. This service was well 
performed, but for details reference is made to the re])ort of Brigadier- 
General Euggles, from whose command the force was detached. 

While waiting for daylight to make the attack an accident occurred 
which deprived us of several excellent officers and enlisted men and 
two pieces of artillery. The Partisan Eaugers were placed in rear of 
the artillery and infantry, yet during the darkness a few of them leaked 
through, and riding forward encountered the enemy, causing exchange 
of shots between the pickets. Galloping back, they produced some 
confusion, v/hich led to rapid firing for a few moments, during which 
Brigadier-General Helm was dangei’ously injured by the fall of his 
horse; Lieut. A. H. Todd, his aide-de-camp, killed; Oaptaiii Eoberts, of 
the Fourth Kentucky, severely wounded; several enlisted men killed 
and wounded, and two of ('aptaiii Cobb’s three guns rendered for the 
time wholly useless. After General Helm was disabled Col. Thomas 
n. Hunt assumed command of his brigade. Order was soon restored, 
and Ihe force placed in position on the light and left of the Green well 
Springs road. I was ol3liged to content myself vith a single line of 
battle and a small regiment of infantry, with one piiH‘e of artdlery, to 
each division as a reserve. The enemy (expecting the attack) was 
drawn up in two lines, or rather in one line, with strong reserves dis¬ 
tributed at intervals. At the moment then‘ was light enough our tioojis 
moved rapidl.\ iovw ard. General Buggies, commanding the left, brought 
on the engagement with four pieces of Semme^^’ hatter>, the Fourth and 
Thirtieth Louisiana, and Boyd’s Louisiana battalion, under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Allen, of the Fourth Louisiana, and the Third, Sixth, 
and Seventh Kentucky and the Thiily-lifth Alabama, under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Thompson, of tlie Third Kentucky. These troops moved 
forward with great impetuosity, driving the enemy before them, while 
their ringing cheers inspired all our little command. The Louisiana 
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troops charged a battery and captured two pieces. At this point 
Colonel Allen, commanding the brigade, while pressing forward with the 
colors in his hand, had both legs shattered, and Lieutenant-Colonel Boyd 
received a severe wound. This produced confusion, and the enemy at the 
same moment throwing forward a strong re-enforcement the brigade was 
forced back in some disorder. It was rallied by the efforts of Colonel 
Breaux, Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, and other officers, and, although 
it did not further participate in the assault, it maintained its position 
under a fire from the gunboats and land batteries of the enemy. During 
this time Thompson’s brigade, which composed the right of Euggles’ 
division, was behaving with great gallantry, often driving back superior 
forces, and toward the close of the action took part in the final struggle 
from a position immediately on the left of the First Division. Colonel 
Thompson being severely wounded in a charge, the command devolved 
on Colonel Eobertson, of the Thirty-fifth Alabama, whose conduct fully 
justified the confidence of his troops. The Louisiana [?] battery, Captain 
Semmes’, was admirably handled throughout. 

The First Division, under General Clark, being the Second Brigade, 
composed of the Fourth and Fifth Kentucky, Thirty-first Mississippi, 
Thirty-first and Fourth Alabama, commanded by Colouel Hunt, of the 
Fifth Kentucky, and the Fourth Brigade, composed of the Fifteenth 
and Twenty-second Mississippi, and the Nineteenth, Twentieth, Twenty- 
eighth, and Forty-fifth Tennessee, consolidated into one battalion, com¬ 
manded by Colonel Smith, of the Twentieth Tennessee, together with 
the Hudson Battery and one piece of Cobb’s battery, advanced to the 
right of the Greenwell Springs road. On the right, as on the left, the 
enemy was constantly pressed back, until, after several hours of fight¬ 
ing, he was driven to his last encampment, in a large grove just in rear 
of the penitentiary. Here the contest was hot and obstinate, and it was 
here the First Division suffered the greatest loss. Colonel Hunt was 
shot down, and on the fall of that excellent officer, at the suggestion of 
General Clark and with the consent of the officers concerned, I placed 
Capt. John A. Butikner, assistant adjutant-general on my staff, in com¬ 
mand of the Second Brigade. In the management of his command he 
displayed so high a degree of skill and courage that I commend him 
especially to the notice of the Government. 

General Clark pressed the attack at this point with great vigor until 
he received a wound which was supposed to be mortal, when, through 
some misai^prehension, the Second Brigade began to fall back down the 
slope, but without confusion. Captain Buckner, learning upon inquiry 
from me that I did not desire a retrograde movement, immediately, 
aided by Major Wickliffe, of the Fifth Kentucky Eegiment (Lieutenant- 
Colonel Caldwell, who was injured by the accident of the preceding 
night, having been obliged to retire), and other regimental officers, 
faced the brigade about and renewed the attack. At the same time 
Colonel Smith, commanding Fourth Brigade, composed of the consoli¬ 
dated Tenncvssee regiments, and the Twenty-second Mississippi, Capt. F. 
Hughes, was ordered forward and moved against the euemj^in fine style. 
In a few moments Captain Hughes received a mortal wound at the head 
of his regiment. 

Observing some troops on the left partially sheltered by a shallow 
cut in the road (who proved to be the remnant of Thompson’s brigade 
and out of ammunition), I ordered them to advance to the support of 
the First Division with the bayonet. The order was promptly obeyed 
and in executing it I happened to observe, as distinguished for alacrity’ 
Colonel Crossland, of the Seventh Kentucky; Lieutenant-Colonel Good 
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win, of the Thirty-fifth Alabama, and Lieutenant Teny, of the Eighth 
Kentucky, on duty with sharpshooters. At this critical moment Major 
Brown, chief commissary, and Captain Eichards, one of my aides, were 
conspicuous in urging on the troops. In this assault we suffered con¬ 
siderably from the fire of the fleet, until the opposing lines approached 
each other so closely that a regard for their own friends obliged them 
to suspend. The contest at and around this last encampment was 
bloody, but at the end of it the enemy were completely routed, some of 
our men pursuing and firing at them for some distance down the street, 
running in front of the arsenal and barracks. They did not reappear 
during the day. 

It was now 10 o’clock. We had listened in vain for the guns of 
the Arkansas. I saw around me not more than 1,000 exhausted men, 
who had been unable to procure water since we left the Comite Eiver. 
The enemy had several batteries commanding the approaches to the 
arsenal and barracks and the gunboats had already reopened upon us 
with a direct fire. Under these circumstances, although the troops 
showed the utmost indifference to danger and death, and were even re¬ 
luctant to retire, I did not deem it prudent to pursue the victory further. 
Having scarcely any transportation, I ordered all the camps and stores 
of the enemy to be destroyed, and directing Captain Buckner to place 
one section of Semmes’ battery, supported by the Seventh Kentucky, in 
a certain position on the field, withdrew the rest of the troops about 1 
mile, to Ward’s Creek, with the hope of obtaining water. But finding 
none there fit for man or beast, I moved the command back to the field 
of battle, and procured a very imperfect supply from some cisterns in 
the suburbs of the town. This position we occupied for the rest of the 
day. 

The citizens of the surrounding and thinly settled country exhibited 
the warmest patriotism, and with their assistance conveyances enough 
were procured to carry off all our wounded who could bear removal. 
A few, armed with shot-guns and other weapons, had been able to reach 
the field in time to join in the attack. Having neither picks nor shovels, 
we were unable to dig graves for the burial of the dead. 

I still hoped for the co operation of the Arkansas, and in that event 
intended to renew the attack. But late in the afternoon I learned by 
express that before daylight, and within 4 miles of Baton Eouge, her 
machinery had become disabled, and she lay helpless on the right bank 
of the river. Upon receiving this intelligence I returned with my 
command to the Comite Eiver, leaving a force of observation near the 
suburbs of the town. The Hudson Battery, Lieutenant Sweaney, and 
Cobb’s one piece, in charge of Sergt. Frank Peak, played their parts 
well. 

I am unable to give the exact force of the enemy, but by comparing 
all my information with the number and size of their camps and the 
extent and weight of their fire I do not think they brought into action 
less than 4,500 men. We had eleven pieces of field artillery; they 
brought to bear on us not less than eighteen pieces, exclusive of the 
guns of the fleet. In one respect the contrast between the opposing 
forces was very striking. The enemy wok^ well clothed, and their en¬ 
campments showed the presence of every comfort and even luxury. 
Our men had little transportation, indifferent food, and no shelter. 
Half of them had no coats, and hundreds were without either shoes or 
socks; yet no troops ever behaved with greater gallantry and even 
reckless audacity. What can make this difference unless it be the sub¬ 
lime courage inspired by a just cause? 
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The wound of Brig. Gen. Charles Clark being thought mortal, and 
the least motion causing great agony, he was left on the field at his own 
request, his aide. Lieutenant Yerger, remaining with him. The next 
morning they gave themselves up to the enemy. 

I cannot speak in terms too strong of the skill, coolness, and courage 
of General Clark. He played the part of a perfect soldier. Brigadier- 
General Buggies conducted the attack on the left with uncommon rapid¬ 
ity and precision, and exhibited throughout the qualities of a brave and 
experienced officer. 

In addition to the officers of my staff already mentioned I desire to 
express my acknowledgments of the zeal and gallantry of Major Wil¬ 
son, chief of artillery; Major Hope, inspector-general, whose horse was 
shot under him; Oapt. JamesNocquet, chief of engineers; Lieutenant 
Breckinridge, aide-de-camp, and Dr. Pendleton, medical director, as¬ 
sisted by Dr. Weatherly, on temporary service. A number of gentle¬ 
men from Louisiana and elsewhere rendered efficient service as volun¬ 
teers, among whom were Lieutenant-Colonel Pinkney, Mr. Addison, 
and Captain Bird, of Louisiana; Lieutenant-Colonel Brewer, of Ken¬ 
tucky, and Mr. William B. Hamilton, of Mississippi. 

The thanks of the army are due to Hon. Thomas G. Davidson for 
his attention to the hospitals, and to all the inhabitants of that part of 
Louisiana for their devotion to our sick and wounded. Colonel Pond 
and Major De Baun, in command of Partisan Bangers, were efficient 
before and after the battle in observing and harassing the enemy. 

The inability of General Clark and the failure of several officers to 
make reports may prevent full justice to the conduct of the First Divis¬ 
ion. Any omission here will, when brought to my notice, be embodied 
in a supplemental report. The report of General Buggies is very full 
as to all that occurred on the left. I send herewith a list of the officers 
and men specially mentioned in the division, brigade, and regimental 
reports for gallant conduct, with the request that it be published, and 
the names brought to the favorable notice of the Government. 

I transmit also the reports of the subordinate commanders and the 
returns of the killed and wounded. It will be seen that our casualties 
amounted to 4G7.* I have reason to believe that the loss of the enemy 
was much greater. We captured two flags and a few prisoners. Noth¬ 
ing was left by us except one caisson, which was so much injured as 
to be wholly unserviceable, one of the enemy^s being brought off in its 
place. 

After the battle the enemy, who lueviously had been plundering, 
burning houses and other property, stealing negroes, and seizing citi¬ 
zens through a large region of the country, never ventured to send out 
another marauding force. Our i)ickets continued to extend to the im¬ 
mediate vicinity of Baton Boiige, and very soon the enemy abandoned 
the place and retired to New Orleans. 

A few days after the engagement, knowing the desire of the major- 
general commanding to secure a strong position on the Mississippi 
below the mouth of Bed Biver, I occupied Port Hudson with a portion 
of tbe troops under the command of Brigadier-General Buggies. The 
next day 1 received orders to remove all the troops to that point. 
Brigadier General Bowen, who had just arrived, was left with his com¬ 
mand on the Comite Biver to observe Baton Bougefrom that quarter, to 
protect our hospitals, and to cover the line of communication between 


* The tabtilar statement compiled from the several reports shows only 446 killed, 
wounded, and missing. 
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Clinton and Camp Moore. I directed General Buggies to select eligible 
positions at Port Hudson for heavy batteries, and ordered Captain 
jS'ocquet, chief engineer, to report to him temporarily for this duly. 

Upon my arrival there I found that rapid progress had been made, 
and some of the works under charge of Captain ^Tocquet were ready 
to receive the guns, which the major-general commanding wrote me 
were on the way. Port Hudson is one of the strongest points on the 
Mississippi (which Baton Eouge is not), and batteries there will com¬ 
mand the river more completely than at Vicksburg. 

On August 19, in obedience to orders from the headquarters of the 
department, I moved from Port Hudson for Jackson, Miss., with a 
portion of the force, leaving Brigadier-General Buggies in command, 
with-troops. 

In concluding this report I have to express my obligations for the 
prompt and cordial support which I received at all times from the 
major-general commanding the department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOH^T 0. BBEOKTNBIDGE, 

Major-General. 

Maj. M. M. Kimmel, Assistcmt Adjutant-General. 

P. S.—I omitted to mention that the Fifteenth Mississippi, Major 
Binford, was not brought into action. This admirable regiment, much 
reduced by long and gaUant serviee, was held as a reserve. 

[Iiiolo8nre.l 

Officers mentioned for gallant eonduct at the tattle of Baton Bouge^ La. 
Exhibit A.— Beport of First Division, 

Captain Hughes, commanding Twenty-second Mississippi Eegiment; 
Brig. Gen. Charles Clark, and his aides. Lieutenants Spooner and 
Terger; Maj. H. E. Topp, of the Thirty-first Mississippi Eegiment; 
Major Brown, chief of subsistence; Capt. J. H. Millett, commanding 
Fourth Kentucky Eegiment; Colonel Crossland, Seventh Kentucky 
Eegiment; Maj. J. 0. Wickliffe, of the Fifth Kentucky Privates John 
Thompson, Company F, and J. M. Byrd, Company G, Fourth Alabama 
Battalion; Lieutenant-Colonel Moore, of the Mneteenth Tennessee Eeg- 
ment; Adjutant Fitzpatrick, Twenty-second Mississippi Eegiment. 

Officers and soldiers mentioned in the report of Brigadier-General Buggies^ 
commanding Second Division. 

First [Brigade], —Cols. A. P. Thompson and H. W. Allen, brigade com¬ 
manders, both severely wounded; Third Kentucky Eegiment, Captain 
Bowman; Seventh Kentucky, Colonel Crossland and his color-bearer, 
Joseph Eollins; Sixth Kentucky Eegiment, Capts. Isaac Smith, Utter- 
back, and Thomas G. Page, anil First. Lieut. F. Harned; Thirty-fifth 
Alabama, Colonel Eobertson and Lieutenant-Colonel Goodwin. 

Of the Second Brigade. —The Fourth Louisiana, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hunter; Lieutenant Coikern, Company B; Lieutenant Jeter, Company 
F, and Sergeant-Maior Daniels. Battalion of Stewart’s Legion, Lieut. 
Ool. Sam. Boyd, vho was disabled by a flesh wound in the arm; Capt. 
Chinn also was wounded ; (the command devolved upon Capt. T. 
Bynum, who acted with gallantry.) The battalion Thirtieth Louisana 
Volunteer Eegiment, commanded by Col. G. A. Breaux, who speaks in 
high terms of the officers and men of his regiment, especially Capt. K. 
Trepagnier and Lieutenant Dapremont, both wounded. Lieutenant- 

6 E R—VOL XV 
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Colonel Shields, Thirtieth Louisiana, commanding separate detach¬ 
ment, who speaks in high terms of the intrepidity of Lieutenant Faunt- 
leroy, commanding section of guns in his detachment. Captain Semmes, 
commanding battery, and his officers, Lieutenants Barnes and J. A. A. 
West, performed gallant service. Captain Blount, brigade inspector 
of Second Brigade, rendered gallant service in the field. It is believed 
he has fallen, as nothing has been heard of him since. 

I also have the gratification to name the members of my staff who 
served with me on this occasion, viz: Lieut. L. T>. Sandidge, corps 
artillery, C. S. Army, acting assistant adjutant and inspector general: 
Capt. George Whitfield, chief quartermaster; Maj. E. S. Buggies, act¬ 
ing ordnance officer and acting chief commissary of subsistence; First 
Lieut. M. B. Buggies, aide-de-camp; Lieut. Col. Charles Jones, who 
was severely wounded, and Col. J. O. Fuqua, district judge-advocate 
and provost-marshal-general, who were all distinguished for efficiency, 
coolness, and gallantry throughout the conflict. 

The following officers, attached to the general staff, also rendered 
gallant service: Capt. Samuel Bard, on special service; Lieut. A. B. 
de Saulles, engineers, and Lieuts. H. H. Price and H. 0. Holt. 

Other officers on special service, among whom were Capt. Augustus 
Scott, commanding squadron on temporary service; Captains Cuney 
and Henderson and Lieutenant Behan as volunteer aides-de-camp for 
the occasion, and Capt. J. M. Taylor served with zeal and gallantry. 


Ho. 25. 

Return of Casualties in the First Division, Confederate forces. 


Command. 


6EC0KD BRIGADE. 


5th Kentucky. 

4th Kentucky . 

Slat Missisaippi. 

Slat Alabama*. 

4th Alabama Battalion.. 
Hudson’s Battery. 


Total. 


FOURTH BRIGADE 


19th Tennessee . ■. 
20th Tennessee ... 
28th Tennessee ... 
45th Tennessee .. 
15th Mississippi - 
22d Mississippi... 
Cobb’s battery. . 


Total. 

Grand total.. 


29 


13 


■Wounded. 


11 


11 


i 

o 

in 


18 


22 


70 


16 


19 


I 


Eemarks. 


Maj. G. L. Alexander killed. 


In reserve. 


•Colonel Edwards reports Lieut. W. H. Bojjgess killed and ottieors and 1 man 
wotmded at Vicksburg, July 15. 


T. B. SMITH, 

Colonel, Commanding First Division, 
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1 ^0. 26. 

Uej^ort of Gapt. John A. Buckner^ Assistant Adjutant-General^ G. S. Army^ 
commanding First Brigade^* First Division, 

Headquarters in the Field, 

Gomiie Biver^ Ten Miles from Baton Bouge^ La,^ Aug. 9,1862. 

General : lu compliance with your request I have the honor to sub¬ 
mit the following report of the late engagement at Baton Eouge, so far 
as the First Brigade of the First Division was concerned, after its com¬ 
manders, Brigadier-General Helm and subsequently Col. Thomas H. 
Hunt, were wounded, and I had the honor to receive the command at 
your hands: 

The enemy had been repulsed from one of his encampments, and the 
different regiments constituting the First Brigade were drawn up in 
line in one of his camps, not, however, fully deployed. After moving 
the two regiments on the left of the brigade by the flank to the left the 
whole were formed in line of battle and were ordered to advance. The 
movement was spiritedly made up to the second encampment, through 
a somewhat sharp volley of musketry, in as good style as the broken 
and confined limits of the ground would admit, and immediately the 
enemy was hotly and determinedly engaged. After a few volleys I 
ordered the brigade forward, which order was being obeyed promptly 
by the Fourth and Fifth Kentucky (the other regiments being just in 
the act of advancing), when I received from General Clark the order to 
face about and retreat. This order was then given by myself and Gen¬ 
eral Clark’s aides. Tbe troops fell back reluctantly and in not very 
good order, the general himself and a number of others being wounded 
in the retreat. I immediately reported to you to know whether you 
had ordered the retreat and was Informed that you had not. 

The Second Brigade of this division was then ordered by yourself 
to advance. It went up in good style, Cai)tain Hughes, commanding 
Twenty-second Mississippi Ee^ment, leading them gallantly. By your 
presence and assistance the First Brigade was rallied and led by your¬ 
self in person to the same position from which it had fallen back, when 
it joined with the Second Brigade and moved conjointly through the 
second encampment, driving the enemy before them through the third 
and last of their camps to the river, under cover of their gunboats. 
This being accomplished, which was all that was expected of the land 
force, the Arkansas failing to make her appearance, nothing remained 
but to destroy what had been captured (inasmuch as no arrangement 
had betm made for bearing it off, though the battle-field was in our 
possession sufficiently long), and retire from the range of the enemy’s 
heavy batteries on the river. Accordingly you gave me the order to 
withdraw the division out of range of the fire of the fleet to await the 
movements of the gunboat Arkansas. This was done in good order, 
though with some degree of reluctance, the cause of the movement not 
being fully understood. Your order to fire the enemy’s tents and stores 
was well executed. Their loss must have been very heavy in ([uarter- 
master’s and commissary supplies, and particularly so in sutler’s stores, 
considerable quantities of new goods and general equipments being 
burned. 

The position in which you left me, near the house where General 
Clark lay wounded, was held more than two hours after the main body 

* In returus of casualties this is called the Second Brigade. 
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of the troops were withdrawn, with a section of Semmes’ battery and 
the remnant of the Seventh Kentucky Eegiment, Colonel Orossland 
commanding, as support. Learning that Cobb^s battery had left its 
position and been ordered to the rear, the section, with its support, under 
my command was removed to occupy the better position left by Cap¬ 
tain Cobb, at which point it remained a half hour, and would have re¬ 
mained the whole evening but for erroneous information of the enemy’s 
advance in force being given by a surgeon who was moving rapidly to 
the rear. Leaving pickets at this point, just in the edge of town, I 
withdrew the artillery and its support slowly back to the point at which 
you found me. 

A flag of truce was hoisted early in the evening by the enemy, and 
on being met by an officer whom I sent to the front, the privilege of 
bearing off the dead and wounded was requested and granted for four 
hours by yourself, upon condition that the agreement be reduced to 
writing. Ko communication being received in writing for some time 
twenty minutes longer were given, shortly after the expiration of which 
time a note was received, signed by the commanding officer at Baton 
Eouge, disclaiming the flag of truce. 

I cannot conclude my report without speaking of the cool courage 
and efficient skill with which Brig. Gen. Charles Clark led his command 
into the action, and the valuable assistance rendered him by his aides. 
Lieutenants Spooner and Terger; of the efficiency of Maj. H. E. Topp, 
of the Thirty-flrst Mississippi, in leading his regiment 5 of Major Brown, 
chief commissary of the division, whose fearless exposure of himself 
where the contest was hottest in urging on the troops to a charge; of 
Oapt. J. H. Millett, commanding Fourth Kentucky Eegiment, who dis¬ 
played conspicuous gallantry in leading his regiment; of Colonel Cross- 
land, commanding Seventh Kentucky Eegiment, whose regiment, after 
being in the front and assisting in bearing the brunt of the battle re¬ 
mained upon the field while the shells from the enemy’s gunboats were 
falling thickly around them, and of the valuable service rendered me 
by Maj. J. C. Wickliffe, of the Fifth Kentucky, toward the close of the 
engagement, where his constant presence at the head of his regiment 
inspired confidence and courage, not only among his own men, but all 
who were near him in the closing contest, which decided tlie engage¬ 
ment so favorably and vso gloriously for the Confederate arms. 

For list of casualties I would refer you to papers A* andB,’^ concern¬ 
ing late battle. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient serv¬ 
ant, 

JOriF A. BnCKNEE, 

Assisfant Adjutant- Genera 1. 


No. i57. 

Report of Gol, Jeptha Edwards^ Thirty-fir at Alabama Infantry. 

Headquarters Thirty-first Alabama Regiment, 

Gamp near Comite Fiver, La.^ Aur/vsf S, 1862. 
Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken 
by the Tbirty-first Alabama Eegiment iii the action at Baton Eonge, 
La., on the 5th instant: 


Embodied in No. p, 82. 
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At early dawn on the morning of the 5th instant the different regi¬ 
ments composing the Second Erigade, of which my regiment formed a 
part, were assigned their positions in line of battle. After having ad¬ 
vanced for considerable distance over very difficult ground my regi¬ 
ment, with the Thirty-first Mississippi and Fourth Kentucky, was or¬ 
dered to commence the attack on the enemy^s left, which order was 
executed vigorously but cautiously, skirmishers being thrown out at 
different times and places, the fog hovering over the field rendering it 
impossible to discover what was in our front at a ffistance of but few 
paces. The enemy retired slowly before the well-directed fire which we 
constantly poured upon them, falling back from their first encampment. 
On reaching that encampment my regiment was exposed to a galling 
fire in front and on the left flank, when we were ordered to fall back. 
At this point Lieutenant Childress, of Company K, was mort^ly, and 
Lieutenant Hays, of Company G, and Sergeant Loughlin, of Company 
E, were severely wounded, while gallantly fighting, and left on the field. 

Having fallen back to a small ravine, the line was reformed and ad¬ 
vanced to dislodge the enemy from their last encampment to our left, 
which was gallantly done after a severe contest. The order then being 
given for us to retire, it was executed in good order. Sickness and 
death had thinned my ranks to such an extent that I only carried into 
action 97 rank and file, of which number 2 were killed and 9 wounded. 

I take pleasure in saying that although neither of my field officers 
was with me, both being absent sick, I found but little or no difficulty 
in rallying my men. I saw not a single instance in my regiment amidst 
all the galling fires from the enemy, which they withstood, of any officer 
or soldier being disposed to shrink from his duty, but all seemed to vie 
with each other in the stern determination to conquer or die. In the 
last charge made upon the enemy, when they were driven from their 
last encampment, I am proud to say my regiment was side by side with 
the foremost in the charge, and when the work was accomplished of 
driving the enemy from their position and we were ordered to fall back 
they did so in perfect order. 


Very respectfully, 


J. EDWAEDS, 


Golonelj Commanding Thirty-first Alabama Eegiment 


Maj. John A. Eugkner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Ko. 28. 

Report of Lieut Col, John SnodgrasSj Fourth Alabama Battalion. 

Headquarters Fourth Alabama Battalion, 

August 6, 1862. 

I have the lionor to make the following report of the part taken by 
the Fourth Alabama Battalion in the battle of Baton Eouge on the 5th 
instant: 

When the positions of the various regiments, &c., were assigned, the 
battalion, with the Fifth Kentucky Eegiment, was ordered to support 
the Hudson Battery, which position it occupied until between 7 and 8 
a. m., when I was ordered to advance to the support of our forces, then 
engaging the enemy at their second encampment. The battalion con- 
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tinued in the engagement until the enemy’s infantry were driven from 
the field and their batteries werje playing heavily upon the position we 
occupied, when we were ordered to withdraw. 

I take pleasure in calling your attention to the gallant and enthusi¬ 
astic conduct of Privates John Thompson, Company F, and J. M. Byrd, 
Company G, who boldly moved in advance of the command and dis¬ 
charged their arms with due caution and alacrity. They were the first 
to open fire and last to quit the field, and I am happy, while report¬ 
ing the especially worthy conduct of these two privates, to not have a 
solitary instance of cowardice or wavering to report, the whole com¬ 
mand having advanced and stood under the fire from which older troops 
and greater numbers had retired.* 

Very respectfully, 

JOBJS^ Sl^OBGEASS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fov/rtJi Alabama Battalion, 

Col. J. Edwabds, 

Commanding Second Brigade, 


:So. 29. 

Report of Capt. John H, Millett, Fourth Kentuchy Infantry, 

Camp near Comite Eiteb, 

August 7, 1862. 

Sir : Through an unfortunate circumstance I was placed in command 
of the Fourth Kentucky Eegiment at about 3 a. m. on 5th instant. 
After being placed in line our brigade moved forward until it reached 
the outskirts of Baton Kongo, where wc moved by the left flank as far 
as the camp of the Fourteenth Maine Eegiment. Wo then moved for¬ 
ward ; the smoke being so dense my command was here for a time sepa¬ 
rated from the brigade. Having thrown out my right company as 
skirmishers i continued to move forward, but discovering that the en¬ 
emy were on my left, supported by a battery, all concealed by the 
houses and fences, and not being able to change direction witliout plac¬ 
ing my regiment immediately under the fire of our own trooiis, I re¬ 
joined the brigade. 1 had just taken my position on the riglit when 
you took coininand and ordered us forward. 1 moved iny regiment 
obliquely to the left until my right had cleared the fence in front, when 
I ordered them for\vard in the direction of the enem.\’s camp, which 
they did with a cheer. We had advanced probably 200 yards, when 
an aide, whom 1 took to be on General Clark’s staff’ (not being ixn-son- 
ally acquainted with nnY of them), ordered me to fall back. Seeing the 
balance of the brigade retiring, 1 gave the command to my regiment, 
which they were very unwilling to execute, seeing the enemy retiring 
from their camps. After reforming my regiment 1 w'as again ordered 
by you to advance. In this charge the enemy wore <lrivcn completely 
from their camps. It is not necessary, captain, for me to say how my 
command acted in this charge; you, being in front of my left, could 
judge for yourself. I think that you will agree that they did not abuse 


* Nominal list of casualties omitted shows 1 officer and 10 men wounded in the 
“ accidental atfair on the road before daylight.” The losses in the enffagemeut are 
tabulated on p. 82. 
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the confidence the commanding general has in his “ ragged Kentuck¬ 
ians.” 

The Fourth Kentucky lost in killed, 5; wounded, 14; missing, 1: 
total, 20. 

EespectfuUy, 

J. H. MILLETT, 

Oa^tain^ Gomdg» Fourth Kentucky Volunteer Regiment, 
Oapt. John A. Buokner. 


Ko. 30. 

R^ort of Maj. J. G, Wiekliffe^ Fifth Kentucky Infantry. 

Headquarters Fifth Kentucky Ebgiment, 

Gamp near Gomite River^ La,^ August 7,1862. 

Sir: I have the honor of submitting to you the following report of 
the part taken by the Fifth Kentucky Eegiment in the action of the 5tli 
instant, at Baton Eouge. The Fifth Kentucky, with the remainder of the 
brigade, was placed in line of battle early on the morning of August 5. 
The line was advanced toward Baton Eouge steadily. In obedience to 
an order of my brigade commander my regiment was held as a support 
to the battery attached to this brigade, where it remained until I re¬ 
ceived an order in person from Major-General Breckinridge to post one 
company as pickets to the right and at some distance from the arsenal. 
In obedience to this order I placed Captain Gillum, with his company, 
consisting of 1 lieutenant, 4 sergeants, 1 corporal, and 24 men, upon the 
ground designated by the general, and in obedience to another order 
from him left Captain Gillum there, when my command was ordered to 
join the brigade and engage the enemy in their camps. Captain Gillum 
remained at his post until ordered away, when the brigade retired to 
the point where the line of battle was first formed. Thus this company 
was prevented from engaging in the battle, and this will account why 
none were killed or wounded in Company A of this regiment. When 
ordered by Major-General Breckinridge to join the brigade to which my 
regiment is attached I was placed on the left of the Fourth Kentucky 
Eegiment, which was the first regiment in the brigade. Immediately 
after this an order from you was given to advance. My command did 
so, and until the fire was drawn from the enemy, who were secreted in 
and about the tents of the third and last encampment. The fire was 
immediately returned by the men under my command. It continued 
warm and heavy for about twenty or twenty-five minutes, our line as 
far as I could see advancing very little but steadily, and the enemy as 
slowly retreating. At this time an order was given by Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral Clark, commanding the division, to fall back to a small ra\ine a 
short distance in the rear and reform, which was executed in good order. 
In a few moments we were again ordered to advance and did so, never 
halting until the enemy had been driven from the last of their encamp¬ 
ments. After the brigade line had been formed, in obedience to an order 
from you we retired slowly and in good order. 

My command numbered 222, rank and file. From this deduct Com¬ 
pany A, numbering 31 officers and men and 7 detailed to carry off the 
wounded, thus reducing the number of men actually engaged in the 
fight under my command to 184 men. The following is a list of the 
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casualties which occurred in my regiment: Killed, 9 5 wounded, 24; 
missing, 1; total, 34. 

I cannot close this report without stating that the oflcers and men 
under my command discharged their duties in the action at Baton Eouge 
in a manner creditable alike to themselves and the cause for which they 
are battling. 

Very respectfully, 

J. 0. WIOKLIFFB, 

Majorj OommcmAing Fifth Kentucky Regiment. 
Maj. John A. Buoknbe, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 31. 

Report of Maj. R. F. Topp^ Thirty-first Mississippi Infantry. 

Hdqbs. Thiett-fiest Eeoiment Mississippi Yols., 

August 7, 1862. 

Deae Sie: I have the honor to make the following report: 

About the time or immediately after the repulse of the Second Divis¬ 
ion a portion of our brigade, of which the Thirty-first Mississippi Eegi- 
ment was a part, under the command of Colonel Hunt, of the Fifth 
Kentucky, was ordered forward through several corn fields, in which 
the enemy was discovered by my skirmishers, thrown out for that pur¬ 
pose, toward the second encampment, to which we approached within 
200 yards or less, driving constantly the enemy before us, when a terrific 
fire from the enemy in the direction of the second encampment checked 
our advance, and where well-nigh all of my casualties occurred. At 
this point we were ordered to fall back by Colonel Hunt, and the retreat 
had hardly begun when Colonel Hunt was wounded and taken off the 
field. Here I attempted to rally my regiment,- but the confusion liad 
become so general that I found it impossible to do so. We then fell 
back to the ravine in advance of the first encampment and formed 
under the cover of the ravine. 

General Clark, commanding division, came ui> at this juncture. I 
told him that we were without a brigade commander. Colonel Hunt 
having been wounded, and requested him to assign some one to the 
command of the brigade. Colonel Edwards, of the Thirty-first Alabama, 
having lost his horse and expressing an unwillingness to assume the 
command, General Clark then left, and very soon Major Buckner, so I 
was informed, took the command, and ordered us to Inarch by tlic left 
flank in the direction of enemy^s second encampment, and having fairly 
gotten us in a position to advance ordered us forward. The command 
was instantly obeyed, and the brigade, with the exception of the two 
regiments on the right, was soon engaged with the enemy. My regi¬ 
ment was lying dovm tiring, with very little injury to themselves, and 
gradually approaching the encampment, when to our surprise we ob¬ 
served the right of our brigade falling back in disorder. I have no 
idea who gave the command, as I was on the extreme left. 1 then 
ordered my regiment to fall back, which it did in confusion, to the cut 
in the road. At this time the two regiments held in reserve were 
carried forward by General Clark, and we rallied again in the road, 
under the direction of Major Buckner. We were a second time ordered 
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forward, and this time there was no halting or falling back. We ad- 
vaoced at a double-quick to within 75 yards of the encampment, fired, 
and charged bayonets, when the enemy began to give way and finally 
ended in a rout. We were entering the encampment, when we were 
ordered to halt by Major Buckner, and formed upon the color line of the 
second encampment. We remained in this position some five minutes 
or more, when the same officer called Attention,’^ gave the command 
^^About face, forward march,’’ the whole line marching in admirable 
order. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

H. B. TOPP, 

Ma^or^ Oomdg. Thirty-Jirst Begiment Yola, 

Maj. John A. Buckner, 

Assistmt Adjutant-General. 


ITo. 32. 

Report of Ool. T. B. Smithy Twentieth Tennessee Infantry^ eommanding 

Fourth Brigade. 

Headquarters First Division, 

Oamp on Oomite River^ Louisiana^ August 10, 1862. 

Sir : The following is a correct report of the part the Fourth Brigade 
took in the late engagement in front of the city of Baton Eouge on the 
5th instant: 

By order of General Clark I moved the Fourth Brigade across a cane 
field perpendicular to the road, throwing the Fifteenth Mississippi Eegi- 
ment in the woods, deployed as skirmishers, to protect the right. We 
then moved forward across several fields to the outskirts of the town, 
when the division was halted, till 1 was ordered to move by the left 
flank to the road, and then by the front till they fired on me, which 
was returned. At that moment we were not more than 20 yards from 
their lines. About three rounds from our men put them to flight, the 
fog being so thick we could not see more than twenty steps. We were 
then on a line with their camps on the left of the road and the firing 
had ceased, when General Clark ordea'ed me to fall back in the ravine 
some hundred yards to the rear. I about-faced the brigade and marched 
back in good order, walking my men in a gully. Soon after the Second 
Brigade moved obliquely to the left and engaged them on the left of the 
road. The right of the Second Brigade began to give way, and in twenty 
or thirty minutes, I suppose, I moved forward to their support and to 
their right, engaging the enemy, and a general forward movement 
was made by our division. About the time we had reached the tents 
and top of the hill orders came to fall back to the bridge, where the 
stampede had taken place that morning, which we did in as good order 
as we could after having so severely engaged them. 

T would beg leave to mention the names of Lieutenant-Colonel Moore, 
of the Nineteenth Tennessee; Captain Hughes, of the Twenty-second 
Mississippi, and Adjutant Fitzpatrick, of the Twenty-second Mississippi, 
as acting gallantly all through the engagement. Captain Hughes fell in 
the last charge at the head of his men. The Fifteenth Mississippi was 
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held iu reserve with a battery and was not in the fight. The men be¬ 
haved well and obeyed the commands I gave them. 

Eespectfiilly submitted. 

T. B. SMITH, 

Colonel^ Commanding Fourth Brigade, 
Major-G^eral BREOKiNRiDaE. 


No. 33. 

Be^ort of Brig. Gen. Daniel Buggies^ 0. 8. Army^ commanding Second 
Division^ with Beturn of Casualties, 

Hdqbs. 2d Drv., 1 st Dist., Army East of the Miss., 
Camp Brechinridge^ August 9, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit for the consideration of the major- 
general commanding the forces the following report of the part taken 
by my division in the action of the 5th instant at Baton Eouge: 

The Second Division was composed of two brigades, the first consist¬ 
ing of the Third Kentucky Eegiment, Captain Bowman; Sixth Ken¬ 
tucky, Lieutenant-Colonel Coferj Seventh Kentucky, Colonel Crossland, 
and Thirty-fifth Alabama, Colonel Eobertson. The Second Brigade, of 
the Fourth Louisiana Eegiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter; battalion 
Thirtieth Louisiana Eegiment, Col. G. A. Breaux; battalion of Stewart^s 
Legion, Lieutenant-Colonel Boyd, and Confederate Light Battery, Oapt. 
O. J. Semmes, with two companies mounted men and some 250 Partisan 
Eangers, detached on scouting and outpost service. 

On the night of August 4 this division proceeded from Comite Bridge, 
marching left in front; Semmes’ light battery in the rear of left bat¬ 
talion (Fourth Louisiana Volunteers). A detachment commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Shields, Thirtieth Louisiana Volunteers, consisting 
of one company from his regiment, commanded by Captain E. T. Boyle; 
one company Partisan Eangers, commanded by Captain Ainacker; one 
company mounted rangers, and a section o! Semmes’ battery, under 
Lieutenant Fauntleroy, bad preceded the march of the division, having 
left camp at 4.30 p. m., to operate on the plank road leading from Baton 
Eouge to Clinton, on our extreme right. 

The head of the division column, preceded by a company of mounted 
rangers and advanced guard, reached Ward’s Creek Bri(lge, on the Green- 
well Springs and Baton Eouge roads, about 3 a. m., where a temporary 
halt was called preparatory to the formation of the division line of battle. 
During this halt, while the advance wavS driving in the enemy’s i)icketa, 
some stragglers from the column were mistaken for enemy’s piekelsand 
fired on; the mistake being mutual in the darkness, a lew shots wi^re 
exchanged, unfortunately disabling General Helm and killing Lieuten¬ 
ant Todd. This necessarily caused some confusion. Order, however, 
was soon restored and the column marched to the point whence the de- 
l)loyraent was to commence. 

The line was formed a little before daylight, Colonel Thompson’s 
brigade (the First) with the right resting near the Greenwell Springs 
road ; Colonel Allen’s brigade (the Second) on the left, his left extend¬ 
ing through a wood and resting on a large field; Semmes’ battery (four 
pieces) in the center, occupying the space between the two brigades. 
A squadron of cavalry, under command of Capt. Augustus Scott, was 
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ordered to proceed to the extreme left of the line to observe and en¬ 
deavor to prevent any attempt to outflank us in that direction. 

At a little after daylight, during the prevalence of a thick fog, the or¬ 
der was given to advance. The iSie proceeded but a few hundred yards 
before it encountered a brisk fire from the enemy^s skirmishers, strongly 
posted on our extreme right, in some houses-surrounded by trees and 
picket fences. Almost simultaneously a battery of the enemy opened on 
our line from the same direction. Semmes^ batteiy was ordered forward 
to an indicated position to drive off the skirmishers and silence the 
enemy’s battery, and the whole line moved rapidly forward, firing and 
cheering. The effect was instantaneous ; the enemy’s skirmishers fled, 
and his battery was compelled to change position and seek shelter under 
the guns of the arsenal to prevent being captured, where it remained, 
continuing to fire on our advancing line. Semmes’ battery took posi¬ 
tion on the right of the division, to keep up the engagement with the 
battery of the enemy. Colonel Thompson’s brigade continued to ad¬ 
vance under an occasional fire across an open field and through some 
corn fields, just beyond which they encountered a heavy fire from the 
enemy, strongly posted in a wood. Here the contest was warmly main¬ 
tained on both sides for a considerable time, during which the first 
division succeeded in entering a regimental camp on our right. The 
enemy was finally driven back into and through another camp imme¬ 
diately in our front. The enemy at this period were strongly re-enforced, 
and a heavy battery a little to the left of the center opened an oblique 
fire on both brigades. About the same time the enemy attempted to 
break our center by pushing a column between the two brigades. This 
movement being discovered, Semmes’ battery was ordered forward and 
opened on this column at short range with grape and canister with 
marked effect, for a few rapid discharges scattered the enemy and drove 
him back in confusion. A similar attempt was made on the right of the 
division, which was defeated with equal success by a timely and well- 
directed fire from the Thirty-filth Alabama and Sixth Kentucky Regi¬ 
ments. The two brigades, which from the nature of the ground had 
become separated, were ordered in advancing to gain ground to the left 
and riglit respectively, in order to subject the enemy’s position in front 
to a converging fire. In executing this movement the First Brigade met 
a portion of the First Division falling back in some disorder. Colonel 
Thoin])soii halted and was attempting to reform them, when he was in¬ 
formed by a mounted officer that the order was for the whole line to fall 
back. In obedience to this supposed order he fell back a short distance, 
but soon leforined his line and charged the enemy under a galling fire. 
Unfortunately, while leading his men in this charge, Colonel Thompson 
fell severely wounded and was borne from the field; and about the same 
time Colonel Allen also fell dangerously wounded while leading, with iin- 
surp^Kssed gallantry, his brigade against a battery of the enemy. These 
ch'cumstanees prevented tbefurtberprosecution of this movement. About 
this time the major-general commanding, arriving uiioii this part of the 
field, directed the final charge upon the enemy, which drove him in con¬ 
fusion tliioiigh his last regimental eiicampmeut to the river under the 
protection of his gunboats. His camps, containing a large quantity of 
personal pi(;perty, commissary stores, and clothing, were destroyed. 

Finding it fruitless to remain longer under the fire of the gunboats, 
and disappointed in the expected co-operation of the Arkansas, the 
exhausted troops were withdrawn in good order to the suburbs of the 
town, the Seventh Kentucky Regiment and a section of Semmes’ artil- 
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lery being left on the field to protect the collection of the stragglers and 
wounded, which was thoroughly accomplished. 

Colonel Alienas brigade, on the left, moved forward through a wood 
and into some corn fields. They soon encountered the enemy in supe¬ 
rior force, protected by houses and fences. They successively charged 
these positions, driving the enemy steadily back until within a few 
hundred yards of the river, where they were subjected to a destructive 
fire from batteries before mentioned and the enemy^s gunboats. They 
charged and took a section from one of the enemy’s batteries, Colonel 
Allen leading the advance with the colors of one of his battalions in his 
hand. It was at this critical juncture that, as before stated, this gal¬ 
lant soldier fell from his horse severely wounded, and during the con¬ 
fusion which followed this misfortune the enemy succeeded in recap¬ 
turing the pieces. The enemy pressed heavily upon this brigade and 
poured into it such a galling fire from infantry and artillery that it fell 
back in some disorder. Colonel Breaux, who assumed command upon 
the fall of Colonel Allen, succeeded, with the aid of the ofiBlcers of the 
brigade and two officers connected with the staff, who were sent to his 
assistance, in rallying a sufficient number to show front to the enemy 
until Semmes’ battery was brought up, as already stated, to their sup¬ 
port, and succeeded by a well-directed fire in preventing the enemy’s 
advance. This position was maintained, despite the heavy firing on 
the brigade from the enemy’s gunboats and land batteries, until the 
troops were withdrawn with the rest of the army to the suburbs of the 
town. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Shields had been ordered, as already stated, to 
take position on the plank road leading from Clinton to Baton Eouge, 
and as soon as he heard the fire of our main body to attack a battery 
of the enemy, said to be stationed at the junction of the Clinton and 
Bayou Sara roads. This service was promptly and gallantly performed. 
He drove in the enemy’s pickets, followed them uj), and oi)oned fire 
on a regimental encampment to the right of the Creeuwell Springs 
road, driving the enemy from it. He was here met by two regiments 
of the enemy, hut succeeded in bolding them at bay till he was fired 
upon by our own artillery (fortunately without injury, four of the 
artillery horses being disabled), and the infantry, unable to wirlistand 
the heavy fire of the enemy, he withdrew to hi« original position, where 
the wounded horses were replaced by others, when he returned to his 
advanced position, which he held till (jeiieral Clark’s division eaine uj) 
on his left, when the two comi)auies of infantry were, by order of the 
major-general commanding, attached to the Twenty-second Mississippi 
Eegiment. The section of artillery under his command retained its 
position until the army retired, wiien it rejoined the battery in the 
suburbs of the town. 

In concluding this report of the battle 1 have tlie satistactioii of 
* stating that the conduct of both offi(‘.(‘rs and men was gallant and dar¬ 
ing, every movement being performed with characteristic promiititude. 
I respectfully commend the reports of <*.ommanders of brigades, as well 
as those of regiments, battalions, and iiul(‘j)(mdent companies, to the 
special consideration of the cominaiuling general, and 1 also recom¬ 
mend the following officers and soldiers specially named iu these reports 
to favorable consideration.’^ 

The entire division entering the fight numbered but about 1,950 
infantry and artillery, with a few irregular cavalry and Partisan Ean- 


See inolosure (p. 81) to Breckinridge’s report. 
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gers, numbering in all some 350 or 400, the casualties (killed, wounded, 
and missing) being 277. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL EUGGLB8, 

Brigadier-General, Gomnumdmg Second Bvoision. 

John A. Bvoknbe, 

Assistant Ac^tanP General. 

[Addenda.] 

Betwm of Casualties in the Second Division, 

[Compiled from tihe reports-] 


Command. 


FIRST BRIGADE. 

35th Alaliama.. 

3d Kentucky. 

6th Kentucky. 

7th Kentucl^. 

Sharpshooters. 

Total. 


SECOITD BRIGADE. 

4th Louisiana. 

30th Louisiana. 

39th Mississippi, Company 1. 

Boyd’s battalion. 

Semmes’ battery. 

Total. 

Grand total*. 


1 

1 

1 

45 

1 

4 

21 

1 

26 

2 

15 

1 

18 

5 

20 


25 

1 

12 

1 

14 


2 


2 





12 

70 

3 

85 

6 

25 

12 

42 

12 

28 

18 

1 58 

1 

1 


1 3 

5 

i 27 

17 

49 

5 

10 


1 15 

28 

91 

47 

166 

40 

161 

W 

251 


Kemsrln. 


Attached to Tourth Louisiana. 
Lieut. Z. B. Causey killed. 


* A memorandum filed with reports gives the casualties, killed, 44 j wounded, 165, and missing, 72; 
but no details are given. 


Ko. 34. 

Report of Cot J. W. Robertson^ Thirty-fifth Alabama Infantry^ command¬ 
ing First Brigade. 

Headquarters First Brigade, Second Diyision, 
Gamp on Gomite River^ La., August 7, 1862. 

Captain: On receiving the order to report the part taken in the 
action of the 5th instant by the First Brigade I referred the order to 
Col. A. P. Thompson, who commanded the brigade during the action, 
with the exception of the closing half hour that the troops were under 
hre, when he was borne from the field seveiely wounded, and submit, by 
his request, the following report: 

On reaching the angle of the main road leading into Baton Eouge the 
brigade was formed in line of battle in a common to the left of the main 
road, the right of the brigade resting on that road and the left near a 
dense forest, into which Colonel Alienas brigade had passed. The brigade 
was composed of the following regiments, positioned from right to left 
in the order named : Third Kentucky, Capt. J. H. Bowman command- 




















94 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TLX., N. MEX. LOhai*. XXYii. 


ing; Seventh Kentucky, Ool. Edward Orossland commanding; Thirty- 
fifth Alabama, Ool. J. W. Eobertson commanding, and the Sixth Ken¬ 
tucky, Lieut. Col. M. H. Gofer commanding. As soon as the line was 
established the command forward was given by General Euggles in per¬ 
son, which was promptly obeyed by the brigade moving forward beyond 
the*dwelling house immediately to the front. The line was at this time 
found to be somewhat deranged, caused by the numerous fences and out¬ 
houses over and around which the troops had to pass. The brigade was 
consequently halted and the alignment rectified, when the command for¬ 
ward was again given* • The brigade moved directly to the front parallel 
to the main road, preceded by a company of sharpshooters, deployed as 
skirmishers, and commanded by Lieut. G. C. Hubbard. At this point 
the firing commenced first. The line of the enemy having been unmasked 
by the skirmishers, the firing was continued but a short time, when an 
order was received for the brigade to charge, and the troops rushed for¬ 
ward with a cheer, the enemy breaking before them. Having reached 
the middle of the field the brigade was exposed to a fire from the right, 
which could not be returned without exposing the troops of General 
Clark’s division to the fire of the brigade, and was consequently halted 
until the firing ceased. An advance was made, skirmishers covering 
the front. The second line of the enemy was thus unmasked and ex¬ 
posed to the fire of the brigade. They gave way precipitately before 
the steady advance of our troops. On clearing the fields and reaching 
the enemy’s encampment the right wing was found to be covered by a 
portion of General Clark’s division. An officer approached from the 
right and stated that friends were exposed to our fire, when the firing 
ceased and a charge was immediately ordered by Colonel Thompson, he 
leading the brigade into the encampment of the enemy to the left, which 
was nearly cleared hj this brigade, when troops were met on the right 
retiring without any apparent cause, and were ordered by Colonel Thomp¬ 
son to halt and advance, when a mounted officer informed Colonel Thomp¬ 
son that it was the order for all the troops to fall back. This movement 
became general in the brigade. In retiring the Thirty-fifth Alabama 
and Sixth Kentucky, forming the left wing, became separated from the 
right, and occui)ied a position in line 100 yards to the left and rear. 
The enemy reformed in heavy force behind their tents, ra])idly advanced, 
firing and cheering. Tlie Third and Seventh Kentucky Eegiinents were 
thrown under cover and met this advance with a steady fire. The 
Thirty-fifth Alabama and Sixth Kentucky were ordered forward, but 
advanced before the order reached them, opening a heavy fire on the 
enemy, whose advanec was thus ehecked. At this point Colonel 
Thompson was severely wounded and taken to the rear. 

The command devolving u])Oii Colonel Eobertson, who being IVom 
complete exhaustion in no condition at that time to assume eommand, 
finding the right wing separated from the lelt, placed Colonel Cross¬ 
land ill command of the right and Lieut. Cot. E. Goodwin in comimwid 
of the left, with orders to maintain the line, which was firmly held for 
nearly an liour in the face of a terrible fir(‘ Irom musketry and artilhny, 
when the charge which closed the action was made in person by the 
major-general commanding. 

It is the request of Colonel Thompson that his entire approbation of 
the conduct of all the field and acting field ofiicers engaged, and Capt. 
W. P. Wallace and Lieut. Charles Serniile, aides, and Acting Adjt. E. 
E. L. Sorey, of the Third Kentucky, be especially expressed iii this 
report. To the deportment of the Thirty filth Alabama Eegiment he 
desires attention to be called. This regiment, although for the first 
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time under fire on the 5th instant, proved itself a worthy comrade for 
the Third, Sixth, and Seventh Kentucky Regiments, who in this action 
sustained the enviable reputations won by them on the field of Shiloh. 
Colonel Robertson would call especial attention to the gallant conduct 
of Ool. E. Orossland and Lieut. Ool. E. Goodwin, who, the first with his 
regimental colors in hand and the second with his hat. on his sword, led 
the brigade in the final charge. 

To the reports of regimental commanders you are referred for notices 
of gallant conduct in other members of the command. 

The medical staff deserve the highest praise for their prompt and 
unceasing attention to the wounded. 

By order of 

J. W. ROBERTSOK, 

Oolonely Oommcmding First Brigade^ Second Division, 

Oapt. L. D. Sandidge, 

Acting Assistant A^utant-General^ Second Division, 

[Addenda.] 

Headquarters First Brigade, 

August 8,1862, 

Captain : Colonel Robertson desires me to say that he wishes to 
amend his brigade report by stating that Maj. John R. Throckmorton, 
assistant quartermaster, rendered very efiicient service in taking off the 
wounded from the field, showing great fearlessness of personal danger 
in the discharge of his duties. 

G. C. HUBBARD, 

Acting Assistant AdjutanPGenerai. 

Capt. L. D. Sandidge, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Second Division, 


Ko. 35. 

Report of Col, J. W, Robertson^ Thirty-fifth Alabama Infantry, 

Hdqrs. Thirty-fifth Regt. Alabama Volunteers, 
Oamp on Gomite River, La., August 8, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken in the action of tlie 5th instant by the Thirty-fifth Regiment Ala¬ 
bama Volunteers up to the moment I was relieved of the command of 
the regiment by assuming command of the brigade: 

Before leaving the Comite River I deemed it advisable to consolidate 
certain companies, in which there were but few men and in two in¬ 
stances no commissioned officer, the regiment having been decimated 
by sickness, and accordingly divided the regiment, only 185 strong, 
rank and file, into four companies, placing them in command of the 
following officers, from right to left, in the order named: Oapt. S. S. 
Ives, Lieut. Theo. E. Ellett, Oapt. John S. Dixon, and Lieut. S. D. 
Stewart. The regiment, thus organized, occupied the left center of the 
brigade and kept this position during the action, passing immediately 
to the front of the line first formed on the common over and through 
many obstacles to a position near the river, where the fight ended. 

The regiment having never been under fire, much anxiety was felt 
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by both myself and the brigade commander as to the probable effect 
upon the men of a close fire of musketry. I am highly gratified to say 
that never once did the regiment, men or officers, falter 5 but when 
ordered to charge did on three occasions bear themselves most gal¬ 
lantly, and once obstinately held for an hour a position exposed to a 
fire from overwhelming numbers. 

On reaching the first encampment of the enemy in the third charge 
made by the brigade this regiment passed entirely through the camp, 
driving the enemy before them, when on looking to right rear I found 
my command was not supported, but the right wing was falling back 
to cover. Eeceiving no order, and fearing the enemy would attempt 
to fiank the left wing, I immediately ordered the regiment to retire, 
being followed in the movement by the Sixth Kentucky on the left, 
and formed line of battle on the right of the cemetery, in which the 
Sixth Kentucky was formed. The regiments were immediately moved 
forward and checked the advancing enemy by heavy firing. 

Being called to command the brigade, I at this time turned over the 
regiment to Lieutenant-Colonel Goodwin, who reports its further ac- * 
tion. 

I desire to say that I am greatly indebted to Lieut. Col. E. Goodwin, 
my only associate field officer, for the coolness and gallantry displayed 
by him during the action. The officers commanding the companies 
were conspicuous for coolness and courage. 

Dr. I. P. Delony, a private of Company D, was detailed to act as as¬ 
sistant surgeon during the action, and deserves particular mention, he 
being up with the regiment at all times, caring for the wounded and 
encouraging the men. I respectfully ask that Dr. Delony be discharged, 
that I may contract with him as assistant surgeon. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

J. W. EOBEETSOK, 

Colonel Thirty-fifth Eegt. Ala. Vols,, First Brig,^ Second Dw. 

Capt. L. D. Sandidg-e, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Generalj Second Division. 


Ko. 36. 

Beport of Lieut. Col. Edward Goodwin^ Thirty fifth Alabama Infantry. 

ETDQRS. TniUTY-FIFTH ALABAMA YOL. EeGT., 

Gamj) on Comite Biver^ La.y August 7, 1862. 

Lieutenant : Col. J. W. Eobertsoii, who had so gallantly led on the 
Thirty-fifth Alabama in two separate charges, having been called to the 
command of the brigade, Col. A. P. Thompson having been severely 
^ wounded while cheering on his men, the command of the Thirty-lifth 
Alabama was handed over to me. 

I held the position, which we were ordered to main tain by Col. J. W. 
Eobertson, in front of the enemy’s encampments for more than an hour, 
all the while under the most galling fire of the enemy. I learned that 
the enemy, both infantry and cavalry, were drawn up in line of battle 
on my left as if preparing to charge our line on the right. I therefore 
directed my command to fire upon them, when after three well-directed 
volleys the enemy fled precipitately. A charge was immediately or¬ 
dered by Major-General Breckinridge. We promptly replied to the 
command, driving the enemy from their encampments under cover of 
their gunboats, when the order was given to fall back for ammunition. 
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I desire especially to call attention to the zeal aiidjilaring of the men, 
both officers and privates, under my command, the last charge having 
been made without a round of cartridges on hand. 

Very respectfully, 

EDWAED GOODWIjr, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Gomdg. Thirty-fifth Alabama Yol.Eegt, 

Lieut. G-eorge 0. Hubbard, 

Actg, Asst Adjt 6en.^ Mrst Brigade^ Second Division, 


ISo. 37. 

Report of Oagt J. S» Bowman^ Third Kentitelcy Infantry. 

Headquarters Third Kentucky Eegiment, 

August 7,1862. 

Lieutenant: In obedience to an order from your office 1 return the 
following statement of the action of the Third Kentucky Regiment in 
the battle of Baton Eouge on the 5th: 

The bi'igade was formed in an open field (tlie Third Kentucky Eegi- 
ment on the right flank) and ordered to march forward. The third 
crossed a lawn into a field, received a fire from the enemy’s skirmishers, 
when we were ordered to charge. The skirmishers were routed and 
the regiment halted in a pea patch and was ordered to lie down. 
Here we received a heavy fire, killing 1 man and wounding 5 men. 

We were again ordered forward and to charge, which order was exe¬ 
cuted in gallant style. Passing over the ground occupied by the enemy 
we saw the bodies of a few dead of our enemies. Another charge 
brought us into a road near the enemy’s camp, through which we 
charged, and halted and remained for some time, and seeing that one 
line to the left was not up on line with us, I placed Captain Edwards 
in command temporarily until I went to the rear to see where to form 
the line, with instructions to remain in position until I could return. 
After obtaining the necessary information I started on my return and 
met the regiment falling back in good order. When I demanded to 
know why the regiment was doing so, I wbs informed it was by order 
of Brigaciier-Greneral Clark. I then resumed command and formed on 
line with the brigade. Soon Colonel Thompson ordered me to fall back 
to a cut in the road, which order was promptly j^xecuted. We lemained 
in this iiosition for near one hour, firing near 30 rounds of ammu¬ 
nition at the enemy, at times they being in short range of our rifles. 
The regiment then was ordered to charge forward by Colonel C'ross- 
land, which order was piomptly executed, and again we passed through 
their encampment, and were ordered to fall back, wliich older was exe¬ 
cuted without any confusion or excitemenl. 

Without a single exception the officers of the legimeut bore them¬ 
selves gallantly, and too much cannot be said in praise ottlie conduct 
of the men. Our infirmary corps kept (‘lose on our heels and promptly 
removed and took care of our wouncled. 

J. U. BOWMAX, 

Captain, Commanding Third Kentucly Regiment. 

George C. Hubbard, 

TAcntenant and Acii)t<f A-ssistant Adjutant-General. 
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by both myself and the brigade commander as to the probable effect 
upon the men of a close fire of musketry. I am highly gratified to say 
that never once did the regiment, men or officers, falter 5 but when 
ordered to charge did on three occasions bear themselves most gal¬ 
lantly, and once obstinately held for an hour a position exposed to a 
fire from overwhelming numbers. 

On reaching the first encampment of the enemy in the third charge 
made by the brigade this regiment passed entirely through the camp, 
driving the enemy before them, when on looking to right rear I found 
my command was not supported, but the right wing was falling back 
to cover. Receiving no order, and fearing the enemy would attempt 
to flank the left wing, I immediately ordered the regiment to retire, 
being followed in the movement by the Sixth Kentucky on the left, 
and formed line of battle on the right of the cemetery, in which the 
Sixth Kentucky was formed. The regiments were immediately moved 
forward and checked the advancing enemy by heavy firing. 

Being called to command the brigade, I at this time turned over the 
regiment to Lieutenant-Oolonel Goodwin, who reports its further ac- * 
tion. 

I desire to say that I am greatly indebted to Lieut. Ool. B. Goodwin, 
my only associate field officer, for the coolness and gallantry displayed 
by him during the action. The officers commancfing the companies 
were conspicuous for coolness and courage. 

Dr. I. P. Delony, a private of Company D, was detailed to act as as¬ 
sistant surgeon during the action, and deserves particular mention, he 
being up with the regiment at all times, caring for the wounded and 
encouraging the men. I respectfully ask that Dr. Delony be discharged, 
that I may contract with him as assistant surgeon. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. W. ROBERTSOK, 

Colonel Thirty-fifth 'Regt. Ala. Vols., First Brig,, Second JDiv. 

Oapt. L. D. SAimiDG-B, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division* 


Ko. 36. 

Report of Lieut. Ool. Bdward Goodwin, Thirty-fifth Alabama Infcmtry. 

Hdqes. Thirty-fifth Alabama Yol. Reot., 
Camp on Comite River, La., August 7, 1862. 

Lieutenant : Col. J. W. Robertson, who had so gallantly led on the 
Thirty-fifth Alabama in two separate charges, having been called to the 
command of the brigade, Gol. A. P. Thompson having been severely 
' wounded while cheering on bis men, the command of the Thirty-fifth 
Alabama was handed over to me. 

I held the position, which we were ordered to maintain by Ool. J. W. 
Robertson, in front of the enemy’s encampments for more than an hour, 
all the while under the most galling fire of the enemy. I learned that 
the enemy, both infantry and cavalry, were drawn up in line of battle 
on niy left as if preparing to charge our line on the right. I therefore 
directed my command to fire upon them, when after three well-directed 
volleys the enemy fled precipitately. A charge was immediately or¬ 
dered by Major-General Breckinridge. We promptly replied to the 
command, driving the enemy from their encampments under cover of 
their gunboats, when the order was given to fall back for ammunition. 
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I desire especially to call atteution to the zeal luidjilaniiff of the men. 
both officers aud privates, under my command, the last charf;e having 
been made without a round of cartridges on hand. 

Very respectfully, 

EDWARD (iOODWlN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Coind(/. Thirty-fifth Alabama Vol.Regt 

Lieut. George 0. Eubbaed^ 

Actg, Asst Adjt Oen., First Brigade, tSecond Division, 


No. 37. 

Report of Gapt, J, E, Bowman, Third KentueJcy Infantry, 

Headquaetees Third Kentucky Regiment, 

AuguKt 7 , 1862 . 

Lieutenant: In obedience to an order from your office 1 return th 
following statement of the action of the Third Kentucky Regiment i 
the battle of Baton Rouge on the 5th : 

The brigade was formed in an open tield (the Thin! Kentucky Reg 
ment on the right flank) aud ordered to march forward. The thir 
crossed a lawn into a field, received a flre from the enemy’s skirmishen 
when we were ordered to charge. The skirmishers were routed an 
the regiment halted in a pea patch and was ordered to lie down 
Here we received a h^avy tire, killing 1 man and wounding 5 men. 

We were again ordered forward and to charge, which order was ext 
cuted in gallant style. Passing over the ground occupied by the eiiem 
we saw the bodies of a few dead of our enemies. Another charg 
brought us into a road near the enemy’s camp, through which w 
charged, and halted aud remained for some time, and seeing that on 
line to the left was not up on line with us, I placed Captain Edward 
in command temporarily until I went to the rear to see where to fori 
the line, with instructions to remain in position until I eould rerun 
After obtaining the necessary iuforniatiou I started on my return an 
met the regiment falling back in good order. When i demanded 1 
know why the regiment was doing so, I was inlbrnied it was by urdt 
of Brigadier-General Clark. I then resumed command and formed <. 
line with the brigade. Soon Colonel Thoiiipsoii ordered me to fall bai 
to a cut iu the road, which order was promptly executed. We i emaine 
in this position for near one hour, tiring near ->0 rounds t>f amim 
nitiou at the enemy, at times they being in .Nhoir r.nige tu* <inr rifle 
The regiment then was ordered to <*harge foiwaid b\ CmIoir*! t'ros 
laud, which order was piomptly execurt'd. aud again we pa>>od 1 I 11 U 14 
their encampment, and were ordered to tali back, wiiuli t)ider wasex 
euted without any eoiifusion or excitenient. 

Without a single exception the ofiicer> of the lognneiit bore thei 
.sehes gallantly, and too mueli cannot be ''aid iii i)iai>e ot tlie condu 
of the men. Our iiitirniary corps kept c]t»^e 011 <mr lieeN ami piumpt 
removed and took caie of our wouinled. 

d. TL BOWMAN, 

('optain, ('iuniittuidhtg Thn'.l Kenfuchy lieghneiif. 

George C. llrnnvRD, 

Lieutenant and Acfintj A^'^i^iunt Adjutant-(kneral, 

7 R K—VOL XV 
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ITo. 38. 

Eq^ort of Lieut. Col. M. H. Oofer, Sixth Kentucky Infantry. 

Hdqes. Sixth Kenthcxx Voltjhtebe Eegimbnt, 
Comite River, La., August 7, 1862. 

SiE: Pursuant to circular order just received I have the honor to 
submit the following I'eport of the part taken by the Sixth Eegiment 
Kentucky Volunteers in the battle of the 6th instant and the orders re¬ 
ceived from the commanding general; 

This regiment occupied the extreme left of the First Brigade, Second 
Division, Col. A. P. Thompson commanding. At a little before daylight 
the troops were drawn up in line, this regiment in the open field to the 
left, resting about 200 yards to the right of a dense forest, in which 
Colonel Allen's brigade was formed. 

At daylight the command forward was given by General Euggles, and 
we moved forward a short distance and halted by the order of the same 
oflScer, who was present in person. We were very soon ordered forward 
again, when we moved, encountering rough ground, hedges, fences, 
ditches, and a luxuriant growth of weeds and grass, altogether render¬ 
ing even tolerable alignment and steady marching impossible. Passing 
on oyer this character of ground for near 1 mile the enemy’s skirmish¬ 
ers fired on us, doing no injury, but falling back as we advanced until 
we arrived immediately in front of the enemy’s camp. Here he engaged 
us warmly from a strong position in a heavy forest, but charging for¬ 
ward we drove him from his position, and my regiment passed nearly 
through the camp, when we observed a battery on our left—say 100 
yards—and a little in front. This battery was nearly silenced by an 
oblique fire from my left wing, and would have been easily taken but 
for the fact that the right of the brigade was I’etiring. Seeing no cause 
for the retreat on account of any movement or fire of the enemy my 
legiment was ordered back, presuming the brigade was ordered to re¬ 
tire, which I since learn to have been the case. This retreat enabled the 
enemy to regain his battery, which be did promptly, and opened a furi- 
oils fire with grape, canister, and shrapnel on our flank. From the 
nearness of the guns he did no serious damage. 

We coutiuufcd to move to the rear some 200 yards, where we reformed 
and returned to a fence in front of a grave-yard, where we halted and 
opened hre on the enemy, who had reformed and reoccupied his original 
position from which we had first driven him. This position both parties 
held with great stubbornness and au almost incessant fire was kentun 
tor one hour. At this place I sustained nearly all the loss of the day 
hl?t f 7®/^ mack exposed during this time, having no shelter 

but a thiu picket fence, aud being on ground elevated some eighteen 
inches above any ground in front between my line and the enemy. This 
position was maintained until an order to charge was given and the en- 

regiment ictuvned with the 
LviS mortSy^’ eiistaiued a loss of 5 killed and 2 ‘. wounded, 

opportunity to pass without returning my thanks 
regiment for the gallant manner in which 
the.-v bore them^lves dunng the whole engagement. Prom a want of 
commissioned officers I caused the eight cL|anies of tlm“effim?nt f o 
be consolidatwl into four companies, placed respectively under Oants 
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It is proper for me to say that I was not in the last charge, having 
been carried off the field too much exhausted and overcome to be able 
to go forward. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

M. H. GOFER, 

Lieutenant GoloneL Commanding Sixth Kentucky EegimmL 
George 0. Hubbard, 

IHrst Lieutenant and Acting Analstant Adjutant OcneraL 


jNo. 

Report of €oh Edward Crossland, Seventh Kentucky Infantry, 

Headquarters Seventh Kentucky Eegimbnt, 

August 7,1S62. 

Lieutenant : In obedience to an order from your office I return th 
following statement of the action of my regiment in the battle at Bate 
Rouge on the 5th : 

The brigade was formed in an open field and ordered to march fo] 
ward. My regiment crossed a lawn into a field and received a fire fn)i 
the enemy^s skirmishers, when we were ordered to charge. The ski 
mishers were routed, and the regiment halted in a pea patch and ordere 
to lie down. Here we received a heavy fire, wounding 3 men. "W 
were again ordered forward and to charge, which order was execute 
in gallant style. Passing over the ground occupied by the enemy v 
saw the bodies of 2 dead and 3 wounded. Another charge brought i 
into a road near the enemy’s camps, through which we charged, an 
were halted and ordered to fall back by Captain Buckner, of Ge 
eral Breckinridge’s staff, who received the order from General Clar 
which would have been done in order but for a regiment in adv'ance 
our right, who broke in wild confusion through luy regiment, wl 
caught the panic, and retired disorderly for a short distance. Aid( 
however by the coolness of my company officers and adjutant I su 
ceeded promptly in rallying and reforming them in front of the road. 

Colonel Thompson ordered me to fall back to the road, where t 
opened fire on the enemy, then advaneing from their camps, and ke 
it up briskly for an hour. The enemy adxanced cautiously from th< 
camps under cover of a grove of timber vitli the evident intention 
turning our left flank. I saw two lines of iniautry with cavalry in rej 
They charged, and the Thirty-fifth Alabama Bcginauit opened and ke 
up a hot tire from our left, which broke the lines, and they 

tiled in confusion. 

Our animunitlon was nearly exhausted, the noi having co 

up. General Breckimidge came up on oni ij-hi. aiid I reported t 
vaiit of ammunition to him, when he ordeied me eharge the can 
with 1115 regiment and the Thiid Kenliiek\. \\ i- weiu through 1 
camps, aud were halted by Captain Bueknei and ordeied to reti 
which was done in good order. Captain Backin .. i»\ mder of Gene 
Breckinridge, ordered my regiment to remain and '^rppoit a seetioL 
Semmes’ batter^", which was posted and lemained to ]»iotect those 
gaged in reoovoiy of tlie wounded and the retreat rt rhe stragglers, 

Capt.C. Wess. Jetton, w'ith5nien,A.aNM*n. back to tiie tliecamps. 
cloud of smoke soon told that bis mission of ueNi ruction liad been la 
fully executed. He reports the burning of large quantities of coinr 
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sary and quartermaster’s stores, together with numerous boxes of guns 
and valuable camp equipage. 

With a single exception the officers bore themselves gallantly, and 
too much cannot be said in praise of the conduct of the men. 

Our infirmary corps kept close on our heels and promptly removed 
and took care of the wounded. 

1 beg to mention the gallant conduct of Joseph EoUins, our color- 

Viftsirpi* 

ED. GEOSSLAND, 

Colonel^ Commanding-Sevmth Kentucky Regifment, 

Lieut. Geoege G. Hubbard, 

Acting Auiiitant Adjutant-CeneraL 


m. 40. 

Report of CoL H, TT. Allen. Fourth Louisiana Infantry^ commanding 

Second Brigade. 

East Baton Eouge, La., August 18,1862. 
SiE: On the morning of the oth instant, in pursuance to orders of 
Brigadier-General Enggles, I formed the Second Brigade, Second Di¬ 
vision, in line of battle, the left of the brigade resting on Bernard’s 
fence, in the rear of Mj^gruder’s. Institute, and the right resting upon 
the Eirst Brigade. On the right was placed Golonel Breaux, of the 
thirtieth Louisiana j on the left Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, of the 
Eoiirth Louisiana, and in the center was the battalion of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Boyd. At dawn of day I received orders to advance. The 
brigade was put in motion and advanced steadily through thick woods, 
uiider])ruNh, corn fields, and picket fences. In the midst of the forest 
we encountered a battery supported by infantry. We halted and de¬ 
li v**red several volleys in quick succession; the enemy fled in every 
direction, taking ofl:* his artillery with him. We started in pursuit, and 
iit'ter considerable desultory firing upon the retreating foe I discovered 
a battery oil the extreme left (said to be Nims’), supported by a large 
amount of infantry. It was evident that this was a flanking move¬ 
ment and required my immediate attention. I ordered a movement to 
be made to the left and advanced in the direction of the battery. At 
the command charge the whole brigade laised a shout and made as 
gallant a charge as was ever witnessed. Here I fell, my legs terribly 
shattered with canister-shot. What transpired after this on the battle¬ 
field I do not know; the loss of blood and extreme pain had rendered 
me almost senseless. To m 3 ' successor in coiumaud 1 must refer you 
for iiirther particulars of the fight. 

The otfieers and soldiers of this brigade fought with much gallautiy, 
and \sith few exceptions did their dut 3 '^ nobly. I have been infornuHl 
tliat upon my tall the brigade could not be rallied. This has often 
lia})pened with the best of troops and the bravest veterans, and should 
not attach any disgrace to the soldiers. IN'o one charges that the bri¬ 
gade retreated from the enemy or even retired from the place of danger, 
'i’be enemy had been whii)ped and had fled in every direction. Gaptaiu 
Seninies* battery came up, tired a few rounds upon the retreating foe, 
iilid all was over. ' 

To my adjutant, B. W. Clark, and to my voluntary aide, Lieut. H. H. 
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Wiilsb, I am much indebted. ■ They }>erformed their duties with ^j;reat 
gallantry, coolness, and bravery. Captain Blount was assigned to diit.\ 
as inspector of the brigade. During the journey from Camp Moore he 
lost his horse and had been relieved from duty as insjjector by the com¬ 
manding general. He, however, secured a horse, and in the thickc*>t 
of the fight reported himself for duty to me. I gave him from time t<t 
time several orders to execute, which he did in a very ]»romi>t and gal 
lant manner. I see he is reported a prisoner in !^sew Orleans. This ih 
a mystery to me. Many acts of individual heroism came under my eye, 
and I sliiill ever feel proud that I had the honor to command the 
ond Brigade in the battle of Baton Rouge. 

Among all the officers and men who distinguished themselves in that 
battle I shall mention only one by name—that is Private Seeders, of the 
West Feliciana Rifles, Fourth Louisiana Regiment. He took the colors 
from me as 1 fell and at the same moment received a terrible wound in 
the thigh. 

With respect, I am, truly, your obedient servant, 

H. W. AIjLEy, 

Golonelj Commanding Second Brigade^ Second Division. 

Captain Buok:^?ee, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FTo. 41. 

Report of Col Gmtams A. Breaux, Thirtieth Louisiana Infantry, com-'^ 
manding Second Brigade. 

Headquaetees Second Beioade, 

Camy near Com He Hirer, La., August 8,1862. 
Sir: Col. H. W. Allen, commander of the Second Brigade, fSecojid] 
Division, having fallen toward the close of the aetiiui of August 5, ii 
becomes my duty as next in command to make the report, as far as my 
knowledge enables me to do so. My attention was exclusively directed 
to the action of the Thirtieth Louisiana Regiment. whit*h f commanded 
until the fall of the colonel commanding. 

At 4.30 a. m. our line was formed on the extreme lefi of the forces, 
in a point of woods adjoining open and cultivated fleh^ ; the ground 
was broken. We advanced in conjunction witli the cotiiv line. As 
we were about passing out of a little field we met tlie enemy, who at 
once opened a brisk lire on us, which w’e rcturiHMl wiih g«»od etlect, 
since in a few minutes tliey tied before us. e wert^ t.idered leruard. 
As the extreme right of the brigade was aihancJic on n lint* parallel 
to a fence behindVhich sharpshO(»ters la\ in aml»u--}i, oui 

flank, th<* Thirtieth Louisiana was coiistaiitl\ *Mbed on to di>lodge 
them, whi(di it did by occasional tires. \\ "oon d’'^«*o\ored i!iat tlie 
enemy wiu’e in coiisiderabk* behiinl a av*a tine oiir ajfpioacb 

at a point from which thc\ fired on our iiii'* at au ang c <*1 .iluuit lo-. 
We laced the Thirtieth Legimcnt t<» iheiii ai d - on s .•< d tlenn b\ 
a well kept u]) and diri*cted ih**. Meaiiv. liiU* Mn* toailii Lt'gnijcnt and 
Boyd’s hattiilioii advaiu-od. diiviiia aNo all uiisfat-lcs Kdou* tlieiii. 

it bp(*a’a)(‘ appareiil tli.ii tli*' ift location <.i a l>.ittci\ ot tlie euemj 
[)lante(l in our front was nol knowii: th<‘ tba' was too thick to enable us 
to sGO well. Lo\vi*vcr^ adv.iuccd. lia^itpa cliautiod tlie diieclioii of 

tbo liue to the left. The tire of t-he enemy soon revealed its exact post- 
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tion, and to the charge was sounded. The entire brigade advanced at 
a double-quick and in good order, notwithstanding the galling fire 
poured into our lines. The gallant Colonel Allen, whose bravery can¬ 
not be too much extolled, fiew at the head of the men, flag in hand, 
on to the battery, and was soon in possession of its guns, surrounded 
by his men, while the right drove the infantry away by a destructive 
fire. Unfortunately Colonel Allen was wounded, and the shock was 
terrible among the men of the Fourth Regiment, whose confidence 
seemed to repose mainly on him, and they withdrew in disorder, bear¬ 
ing away their wounded chief. At a short distance I rallied them par¬ 
tially on the line formed by the regiment on the right of the brigade, 
but to no good, since enough could not be gathered to push on our ad¬ 
vantage. 

Some time previous to this charge, as I infer from not seeing him in 
it, Col. S. Boyd had been wounded and removed from the field. His 
battalion, stripped of his influence, did not rally after the first charge 
on this battery. Previous to this the troops had all behaved with great 
gallantry. 

It now became evident that fatigue and thirst were overpowering 
our men. They could scarcely answer to the appeals made to them by 
courageous men, to whose names justice will be done by those who 
witnessed their conduct throughout, and which I cannot gi ve, as I only 
saw them there for the first time. 

At this time a second Federal battery entered the field and was op¬ 
portunely met by a section of Captain Semmes’ Confederate States 
battery. It afifords me pleasure to bear testimony to the cool and effect¬ 
ive response made by Captain Semmes and Lieutenant West, whom 
the Thirtieth and Fourth Louisiana Regiments fell back to support in 
this encounter.' After a brief and quick fire of the opposing batteries 
It was found necessary to withdraw it and the infantry left with it. 
From this time there was no more fighting on the left. Coming into 
command of the brigade at the close of the battle and after it became 
disorganized, I am unable to give any particulars beyond those which ^ 
refer to my regiment. 

I cannot close, however, without bearing witness to the bravery and 
gallantry of Colonel Allen, so conspicuous to us all. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GUS. A. BREAUX, 

Colonel^ CoMTnanding Second brigade, 

Lieut. L. D. Sakdidge, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General, 


1^0. 42. 

Report of Lieut. Col S. K Hunter, Fourth Louisiana Infantry. 

Camp near Comite, August 7, 1862. 

^ ?/ instant, pursuant to orders, I marched the 

Hin ot SS SS®"”*"’ ““ “ “o 

Just before dajlight I was ordered to halt iu au open field. Only a 
lew minutes ela]^d before filing began between our pickets and those 
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^here we remained a very short whilt^ when we recrossed the hedge 
and marched by the left flank throngh a narrow strip of woods to a 
field inclosed by a thick and impassable hedge-fence. Here we formed 
our line of battle and were joined by the remainder of the brigade. 
The word forward was given, and all moved ofl: in gallant style. We 
had not proceeded far when we received a desultory’ fire from the enemy, 
which was promptly and efiectually returned, causing the enemy to re¬ 
tire. The advance continued with occasional firing until we reached an 
open field on our left Here the enemy was discovered in considera¬ 
ble force in front and to the left. We were marched by the left flank 
until our brigade had nearly cleared the woods, when we filed to the 
left The Fourth Louisiana had thus filed, expecting to meet the enemy 
at right angles to our original line, when a battery opened on us to our 
right and in front of the original line. The older was given to charge 
this batteiy, which was done in gallant style, the brigade, being in sort 
of a wedge shape, gradually assuming a line as it approached the bat¬ 
tery. A heavy and galling fire was kept up on us by the enemy, who 
were concealed in the rear of the battery. When within a few paces 
of the guns of the enemy Colonel Allen, who 'was in front, bearing the 
colors of one battalion of the brigade, was severely wounded and fell 
from his horse. Seeing him fall, the line faltered and finally gave way, 
the troops on the right and center giving way first. The brigade re¬ 
tired in confusion across the field t&ough which it had so gallantly 
advanced. Here, after some little delay, my regiment 'v^^as reformed 
and remained so for some time. Xo order to advance was given. A 
section of Semmes^ battery^ came up and prepared for action on onr 
light and the right of the brigade. We were ordered to form in its 
rear to support it. After great exertion a line was partially formed, 
but at this point the enemy’s artillery opened on us at short range. 
The right again gave way, followed raindly by the whole line. The 
troops, exhausted by fatigue and crying for water, were thrown matter 
confusion, and all attempts to rally them were fruitless. From this tim® 
no more fighting was done by our brigade. 

I would not close this report ^vithout mentioning among the names 
of those among my officers who were conspicuous for gallantry on the 
field Lieutenant Corkern, who was in command of Company B, Lieu¬ 
tenant Jeter, of Company F, Seigl. Maj. B. S. Daniels, and Adjutant 
Clark. I hear of others who distmguished themsehes, but only tbe^* 
came under my special observation. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

E. nUXTEE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding Fourih LouUiana. 

Col. G. A. Breaux. 


Fo, 43. 

Eejport of Col. Gustavtis A. Breaux^ Thirtieth Louisiana Infantry. 

HDQRS. THIRTTETn LOUISIANA (SOITEU) EEGIMENT, 

In Campj near Comite LlvLt\ La., -, 1SG2. 

Sir : For the action of iny regime*tt in i^eiieial diiriii'; the battle of 
August 5, at Baton Eonge, I beg to leier you to the report circum¬ 
stances have compelled me to make in the stead of Colonel Allen. 
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Eor troops who had never b$en under fire before the Thirtieth Lou¬ 
isiana acted with great bravery and gallantry. Conspicuous among the 
ofacers who distinguished themselves 1 take pleasure in mentioning 
Captain Trepagnier, who lost his life in all probability, and Lieutenant 
Dapremont, of Picket Cadets, who was also wounded. I have the sat¬ 
isfaction of stating that men and officers were zealous in their efforts 
to beat off a superior force. The regiment throughout rallied and pre¬ 
sented a good line whenever called on. After the partial disorganiza¬ 
tion of the brigade, which the loss of its commander temporarily pro¬ 
duced, and when it became evident that the left must fall back, this 
regiment did so in an orderly manner and under orders. 

Very respectfully, _ 

GUS. A. BREAUX, 

Colonel, CommamMng Thirtieth Louisiana Regiment. 

Lieut. L. D. Sandidg-e, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant and Irispeetor General. 


Xo. 44. 

Report of Lieut. Col T. Shields, Thirtieth Louisiana Infantry. 

In the Eield, August 7, 1862. 

Sm: For the infonnation of General Buggies, commanding Second 
Division, I beg leave to make the following report of the operations of 
the detachment under ray command in the battle of Baton Rouge: 

In obedience to orders I proceeded with a section of Semmes’ Con- 
fedrate States Artillery, under command of T, K. Fauntleroy; two com¬ 
panies of infantry. Company E, Sumter (Thirtieth Louisiana) Regiment, 
Capt. Roger T. Boyle; Beaver Creek Rifles, Captain Araacker, and one 
company mounted Partisan Rangers, Capt. A. C. Bickham—the whole 
numbering about 150 rank and file—at about 4.30 p. m. of the 4th in¬ 
stant, to take position on the Clinton plank road, there to engage the 
enemy, supposed to be posted with a battery of artillery at the junction 
of that and the Bayou Sara road. 

After a fatiguing night’s march we reached the desired point just at 
dawn of day of the 5th instant, prepared to execute orders at tlie given 
signal—the firing of small-arms by the main body on my left. Exactly 
at 4.30 a. m., the sound of musketry being distinctly audible, I ordered 
the advance at double-quick of the entire command, having previously 
dismounted the Rangers with a view to greater efficiency. The euem^^’s 
picket fled precipitately on our approach, leaving accouterments and 
equipments hanging to the posts and walls of the house where they were 
stationed and on the trees immediately arouud it, and sought shelter in 
the wood to the right of the Bayou Sara road, gaining which tliey fired 
one feeble volley, but immediately retreated in confusion in the direction 
of the Arsenal. The infantry was now po.-»ted in a corn held on the right 
of a street leading to a Federal camp, v ith instructions to advance 
slowly in support of the artillery, which was x>laeed at the same timeiu 
raking position at the bead of the same street. The enemy here ap¬ 
peared in force, two regiments of infantry disputing our farther advance. 
The artillery opening obliquely on tbe camp enabled us, by its well-di¬ 
rected fire, to advance \vithin 250 feet of the camp of the Fourteenth 
Maine Regiment (judged to he so by papers, &c., found subsequently 
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in the tents). Again opening a rapid fire of artillery in the direetion of 
this camp we maintained onr jmsition until the infantry support Ixddre 
the overwhelming numbers of the enemy were eomi^elled to fiill back, 
and some four liorses of the section Ivecoming unmanageable and un¬ 
serviceable from wounds received, 1 consented to the withdrawal of 
the secti(»n to the Junction of the roads alK>ve-inentioiied, there to await 
re enforcements from the main body, then seen to be advan(*ing in onr 
direetion. In this new" position we weiv unfortunately taken for the 
enemy and fired upon, but luckily without casualty of any kind. Dis¬ 
engaging the disabled horses and supplying their i>lacx‘s with others 
the section was again placed in position, whore it was kept until tin* 
termination of the engagement. The infantry force of iny command 
was attached by order to tlie IVenty-second Mississipja Itegimeiit on 
the arrival of that regiment on the field, leaving me with the artillery, 
where I remained until retired l)y one of the staff of Major-General 
Breckinridge upon the wdthdrawai of the anny. 

1 cannot sx)eak too highly of the conduct of the meuof the command, 
artillery and infantry, and beg to connnend to favorable notice the offi¬ 
cers of Company E, Sumter Regiment (Thirtieth Louisiana), Captain 
Boyle, and Lieuts. H. C. Wright, I). C. l>yerl>\ and W. B. Cliippendale, 
for gallant behavior. To Lieut. T. K. Fauntleroy, commanding section 
of artillery, I am indebted for valuable services, his conduct througb<«it 
being marked with coolness and decision and worthy the highest pniise. 
His artillery, as’eflGicient as it was, w^oiild have been more so but for;be 
inferiority of the friction primers, nine our of ten of which proving worth¬ 
less, rendering the working of the pieces at times difiicult and unsat¬ 
isfactory. 

Of the casualties I have to meutioii the following: In the Beaver 
Creek Rifles, Lieutenant Amaeker, wounded in the slioulder.severely; 
Sergeant Wilson, hand, slightly; Private J. L. Peiryman, back, danger¬ 
ously. In Fauutleroy's section artillery, Sergeant Bellain, severely 
w’ounded, and 4 horses killed. 

In conclusion, I have to state that my object was to obey to the letter 
the instructions received, and every eftbre wms made on my part to that 
end, and but for the inadequacy of my force I believe nitn-e important 
results could have been obtained. I hope what we liave been able to 
accomplish may meet the a])proval of the general commanding. 

Respectfullv submitted. 

THUS. SHIELDS. 

Lieut, Col, iSumter {TJLn^iefh La,\ Beiit,, i'vmdg. Detachment, 

Lieut. L. D. Saxdidge. C. S. A., 

Acting Asaisiant Aiijutmit and Inspector Hem nil. 


Xo. 45. 

Report of Capt, Thomas Di/nnm, Bityd'h Lnftalitot, t^fc>c<(rt‘s Legion, 

Hdcjks. Battalion Ixiaatkv Sii:\\Ani*> LeitIOX, 
('ohiiti fJrldgt, La„ August 8, 1M.L\ 
Sir: I herewith submit iv})ort of participation of This battalion, under 
command of Lieut. Col. Samuel Bo>d, in the acritni of the oth instant: 

Its force consisted of the tollowing: One field. .*> staft*. 9 company 
ofticers, and 190 enlisted men. They compo.sed the center of Colonel 
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Alienas brigade, the Thirtieth Louibiami Itegiment (Colonel ISreanx), on 
the right, and the Fourth Louisiana Regiment (Ineutenant-C^olonel Hun¬ 
ter) on the left. The line of battle was formed in the woods back and 
leftward of the residence of Oapt. E. W. Robinson, and about thi‘ee- 
fourths of a mile to the rear of tlio cimtral portion of Baton Rouge. As 
soon as the line was formed it was put in forward motion, feeling its way 
slowly through tall woods in the morning’s haze for the enemy’s first 
line of force. Marching straight to the front through briers, hedges, 
and over picket fences, the brigad(> was halted in the face of a line of 
tihe foe drawn up to receive us, and after giving them two well*dire<5ted 
volleys charged ui>on them, when they fle.d. The brigade, having 
paused a few moments, resumed its line as well as the nature of the 
undergrowth would permit, and marched some 200 or 300 yards forward 
in a left-oblique direction. Receiving reports of a battery of tlie enemy 
supported by a regiment right in our front, about 150 yards distant, our 
commander, after calling for three cheers for the Confedenicy, ordered 
us to charge. Alarmed at our shouts and <lash the enemy broke, tiiking 
off their battery, but leaving heaps of slain and wounded. It was here 
that Captain Chinn fell from a wound in the leg wliile gallantly respond¬ 
ing at the head of his comi>any to Colonel Allen’s orders. 

Itesuming our course, we s<k>u found ourselves upon the e<lge of an 
old field, on the opposite side of which is the Benton Ferry road and 
the inclosures of the race-fra(‘k. Hquare in our front was postc^d along 
the road-side a mnnlxT of the enemy’s hkirmisliers or sharpshoot<*rs, 
and to their left a battery was planted at the mouth of a street in fr(»rit 
of the outskirts of tin* corporation of Baton Rouge. A regiment (the 
Hixth Michigan) supported th(‘ battery, and its men were plaee<l behind 
the fences, outliouses, and houses in the neighl)orh<K)d of IIo(»kne,\’s. 
Ct)lonel Allen, taking tlie colors of this commaiul in this haml, rapidly 
drew up his command in line, who at his (uill and <*xainple rush<*d, 
under a gulling lire of grai)e, canist<*r, and Minic, across the li<»l(l. 
Then* was not a shrub even as a screen on it, and ovc'C (h<* 300 yards 
of that open sj)ace the foe sent many a missile of death and shaft of 
anguish within 100 yards of the cannon. 

la<‘Uteiiant (Jaiisey, of Butiingfon’s company and commanding it, 0*11, 
shot through the brain. No victim in this gr(‘at struggle against fanat¬ 
icism and the ])rinciples of rapine and spoliation leaves to hi> family ami 
friends a bright <*r memory for chivalrous couragi* and unsullied patriot¬ 
ism. Af<*wyards fartli<*ron Lieutenant <'<doiiei Bo.\d fell, .shot tlirouch 
the arm, and was borne off the held. In a moment or soaltt*r tin* enemy 
tied, leaving two cannon and a lieutenant ami <s<>r 10 pri\at<‘S prisom*!.- 
in our hands. In passing beyond the f(*nee in<*losing 'I'unier’s lH»ns(* an»l 
getting partially into the str(*et the gallant leader iell hclphvss from hi.s 
hoivse into the arms of his trusty soldiers and was by them earri(‘d fiorn 
the field. Ilis fall was j)e(;uliarly unfortiinatt*. It eomph*tely parals /ed 
his old regiment (the I<\mrth),at whose h<*ad Ik* was,even in that nuunent 
of victory. Notw’ithstaiiding his repeated slnmt.s to go forward, it heeaim* 
confused and huddled up, lost in a maze of stolidity and di>nia,\. 

At this critical moin(*iit tin* undersigned first heeaim* ap]'ii>ed by 
(\)lonel Breaux, now commanding the brigade, that it was his dnl> 
to assnim* command of this battalion. Witli serion.s misgivings in lii.s 
capacity in this (‘im*rg(*ney and soirowful at tin* ne<‘essit\ lit* aiim‘d to 
do his h(*sl in s(*eondiiig the gallant, l(*arl(sss, and e(yn.spieu<ius e\,imph* 
of the eommanding onie<*r to save his troo])s tVoin a i)anie ami to iall\ 
tlH‘in into line. Ilis efforts w<*n* surpassed L,\ tin* daiing emnage of 

■* 'O • tV ...riin.ii,, . lu' ti)M 
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energy of Lieutenant Burnett, of Captain Bynum’s company, and by 
the cool and noble example of Lieutenant Brown, of same company, 
A partial success only rewarded their exertions—^we were saved a 
panic; but the annoying lire from the enemy’s sharpshooters left them 
no other alternative but to fall back across the field to the shelter of 
the woods. Hero another eflbrt was made to rally the brigade into 
line, now massed confusedly. The commanding officer employed every 
incentive and expedient that courage could suggest, but with haggard 
results. The men made no response to his appeals. They were not 
cowed or panic-stricken. They were simply exhausted—hopelessly ex¬ 
hausted—and seemed to bo staggering under the half of that last ounce 
which breaks the camel’s back of endurance. 

Having been under arms for more than sixteen hours; having neither 
supper, breakfast, nor sleep; having marched over 12 miles, and hav¬ 
ing gone through four hours’ hard fighting, it is not a matter of sur¬ 
prise or of blame that they jiaid but little heed to the rallying cries of 
their leaders. Their conduct was, however, only in accordance with the 
example of troops who had been under fire and were reputed veterans. 

Many vicissitudes of this battle must remain unnoticed. The under¬ 
signed was not called to command till a late hour, and many events 
doubtless noted by the experienced eye of Colonel Boyd must be un- 
ehronich'd because of his absenei‘. While Colonel Boyd was in com¬ 
mand his promptitude ande-ourage ably sustained the policy of Colonel 
Allen. His adjutant, LieuUmant Breeden, was'conspicuous for daring 
devotion to duty throughout the trials of the day. The men generally 
behaved with coohu'ss and courage. 

Upon returning to heudiiuarters, near Ward’s Creek Bridge, the un- 
dersigne<l was relieved of his command by Litiut(>nant Barrow.* 

I am, sir, very resiiectfully, your obedient servant, 

TOM. BYNUM, 

(ktpfain, Oomdg ItatUdion Infantry, /Stewards Legion. 
Captain MoRRiSON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, /Second Jirigade. 


No. 4C. 

Report of Capt. 0. </■ /Sevmes, commanding Battery. 

In Cami> near Baton Kouge, La., 

August 8, 1802. 

Sir: I was ordered to take part in the action of the 5tli instant, which 
I did. My men b<*have,d well. Tiic otlUicr.s—Lieuf.s. J. T. M. Barnes 
and .1. A. A. W<‘Kt—acted with gn*at. (^(olnehsand bravery, at times tiring 
tlu'ir piee.(‘s j)er.sonally. Lieut. T. K. Kauntleroy was (ltdached with a 
section, and 1 did not .see. him <luring tlie a<‘tion. 

Tlie casualties were 5 men killed, .1 .s<‘verely wounded, 5 slightly, 
9 horses killed, 2 badly wounded, 2 missing, 1 eai.s,son exi»loded by an 
enemy’s shell, the rcsir carriage of another rendered wortlile.ss and left 
on the field, and A .sets of harness lost. 

1 fired 200 rounds of smo<ith-borc 0 pounder ammunition and 120 
rounds of 0-i)ounder ritlcd. 

•Nominal list of casualties omitted is embodiod in Report No. 25, p. 82, 
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Dr. Lewis, assistant, surgeon, C. S. Army, rendered efficient service 
to rny wounded on the field. 

J am, sir, respectfully, 

O. J. SEMMES, 

Captain Confederate States Light Battery, 


P. S.—At 4.30 p. m. of the 5th instant I took position between 
Colonels Allen’s and Thompson’s brigades, filling a vacancy of some 80 
yards; moved forward with the infantry line half a inile and opened fire 
on an enemy’s battery, driving them back ; moved to the right of the 
Second Division, General Buggies commanding, when 1 opened on a 
battery with effect at about 250 yards; then occupied iny first position, 
opening on a column of infantry, doing much execution.' Was ordered 
to the support of Colonel Allen’s brigade; took up position on its 
i‘iglit and silenced a battery. This was my last firing; after which re¬ 
joined main forces. 


JUNE 14-16,1862.—^Expedition from Pensacola to Milton, Fla. 

RTCI?OI?.TS. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Lewin G. Ai’iiold, U. 8. Army, commanding Wostem District, 
Department of the Hontb, 

No. *i.—Lieut, Col. Michael Cassidy, Sixth New York Infantry. 

N<). ‘d.—Cai)r.. Charles E, Heuherer, Sixth New York Infantry. 


No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen, Lenns G, Arnold,, XL S, Army^ commanding Western 
District^ Department of the South, 

lljxius. Western District, 1)ei>t. of the South, 

Peimteola^ JGa,, fhine 10, 1802. 

(lENEKAL: 1 liavc the honor to submit a report of Lieut. Gol. JMie.hael 
(’assidy, Sixth Pegiment N(‘w York VoIni:t(‘ers, relative to an exx)(‘(li- 
tion to Alilton, Fla., under Ins command, <lir(‘cted by Bpetnal 02*dei\s, No. 
23, offJniM' 14, from llies<^ bead({nart(M-s. 

1( liad betni r(‘poi‘f(*(l to m(‘ by some seend ag*‘iits (‘iigagtMl in my 
s<*r\ iee timt a ea\alry ibr(*(‘of 100 men W(T(‘ in tli(‘ town of Alilton, sonn^ 
30 miles from ii<*re, aiT(\sting sonu* good Union men and iin]>r(‘ssing 
others into the rebel s(*rvi<*(*. I ordere<l this eomniand, iind(‘r LitMittm- 
ant-0()lonei Fassidy, to Milton, for the purpose of capturing tliis relxd 
foreci and to rel(*as(* all g M)d Union men iinpress(Ml on account of tlnnr 
opinions or loyalty to tii(‘ UniicMl States. Untbrtunatedy lor Lieutenant- 
Oolomd ('assidy, who execiit(*<l his onlers lo my .satisfaction, and tli(‘ 
tro(>]>s umler his (*oinmaud, he fonml but a small portion of the r(*[>orr(‘<l 
and (‘X])<‘eted lelad cavalry in Milton, th(\v Inning b(‘(‘n divided int<» 
.sev(‘ra! i>r(Mlatory bands for the j)nrpo.se of arresting deserters from tli(‘ 
I'idxd .serviee and loyal Fnion citiztms, and driving olf (ia-ttl(‘ to fe(‘d 
tb<‘ rebel force at Jllnif S]>ring.s and JVdlard, .3«S and 48 miles from 
li(‘r(*, and, according to tlic best information lean obtain witliout having 
an,\ cavalry under my eomma'nd, numbering from 3,000 to 5,000 men, a 
])orlioii of tliem badJ,\ nrined, 

Lieuteuaut-Colonel Cassidy and the officers and soldiers under his 
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wmmand are deserving of approbation for tlieir good conduct displayed. 
He doubtless would have much greater and more favorable results to 
report if he had been opposed by the anticipated numbers and had met 
with the resistance expected when he received his orders. 

I desire to egress my thanks and acknowledgments to Lieutenant- 
CommM<^r Madigan, TJ. 8. K., commanding sloop-of-war Vincennes 
lying on Pensacola, co-operating* with me in the defense of the city^ 
for his ready and valuable assistance in furnishing for the expedition 3 
launches and 3 guns, 1 officer and 40 sailors, and 1 officer and 17 marines. 

I will take this occasion to repeat what I have expressed in former 
communications, that a regiment of cavalry is very necessary here to 
give protection to loyal citizens, for scouts, and for the purpose of 
making military reconnaissances, and to rid the surrounding country of 
the rebel cavalry that are constantly hovering about. 

I am, general, very respectfuily, your obedient servant, 

L. G. ARNOLD, 

Brigadier-General^ IF, S. Volunteers^ Commanding, 

Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant-General U. 8» Army^ Washington^ JD, 0. 


No. 2. 

Report of Lieut, Col, Michael Cassidy^ Sixth New York Infantry, 

Camp Jackson, 
Pensacola^ Ma,^ June 16, 1862. 

General : I have the honor to report that, in compliance with Spe¬ 
cial Orders, No. 23, of the 14th instant, from these headquarters, and 
also special instructions which 1 received from you verbally, I proceeded 
with four companies of the Sixth Regiment New York Volunteers, com- 
lirisiiig a force of 220 officers and men, which had been detailed by 
(Colonel Wilson, down to the wharf, and embarked on board the steamer 
General Meigs. 

We left the wharf at 7.30 p. ni. on the 14th instant, and arrived at 
Bagdad on the 15th instant at 1 a. m. or little after. In consequence 
of the steamer having run aground I directed the troops to go in tiie 
scows which we brought with us, and the same to be towe<i ashore by 
the ]>oats of the Vincennes, all of which was executed in a quiet and 
orderly manner. We started on our march from Bagdad in the follow¬ 
ing order: G()ni])any C, Captain Hazeltine commanding; Company K, 
Lieutenant Boddv commanding; Company B, Lieutenant Denslow eom- 
uianding, and Ooinpany H. Captain Heuberer eommaiuling. I detailed 
Lieutenant llanliani and 12 men to proceed 200 or 300 yards in advance 
as skirmishers to guard against surprise, and they performed their duty 

iiJTived at Milton about 2 a. m. My plan was, Companies ami 
E and myself to take a street which would lead us directly in trout ot 
the Eagle i lot el, the house where the rebels were; Company B to take a 
street which would bring them to the right of the hotel, and Company H, 
a street which W()u]<l bring them to the left, and all arrived at the proper 
Dlaces ill proiier time with the exception of Company H. Ilowtheymat e 
th(' iMistiik(“ I cnimot tell, nor<li<l I know that a mistake had been made 
until alter the rebels had tied, taking the very road where Company li 
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sbonld have been. Just before we reached the hotel I was satisfied that 
the>’ had become alarmed. I then ordered the two companies with me 
to take the double-quick, and on arriving in front of the hotel I com¬ 
manded the rebels to surrender. They immediately fired upon us and 
we fired two or three rounds in return, when they fled, some going through 
the house and some running up the street where I supposed Oomi>any 
n was. I directed the firing to cease and immediately after took 1 
prisoner. I then directed squads to go in the hotel and stables to ascer¬ 
tain if any rebels had hid themselves, but only two were found by Lieu¬ 
tenant nanham, who delivered them to me.; then sqiuids brought out 
the horses, saddles, &c. I was tlien told that some Union prisoners were 
in the jail, and I detailed Lieutenant T)<*n.sIow, with his company, to go 
and^il)e^ate them. They found the building very strong, and were un¬ 
able to gain adinittamse until Lieutenant (Jreen and a detachment of 
sailors from the Vincennes went to their assistance with axe,8 and sledge¬ 
hammers, who after working at the<loors for nearly an hour siu^ceeded 
ill getting in. They found, howev<*r, only two negroes, whom we brought 
with us. Three citizens were brought to me and I deeme<l it my duty 
to take them with us. 1 ofteri'd to take their families, but they declined. 

To Mr. Wolfe, the guide, I attiibute a good share of the suctiess of 
our expedition. 

To Major Babeock and (hiptain Dwight, of the Seventy-fifth Kcjfi- 
inent New York Volunteers, I return my thanks for the advie.<i and as- 
sistancf' they renden'd. 

Surgeon Pease, of the Sixth liegiment New York Volunteers, also ren* 
(h'reil great assistance ami was very uetivi". 

Only one man on our side was wounded—Patiie.k Doyle, of ('ompany 
0 ; hi.s wound is slight. 

Lieutenant Kaufman, of the Sixth Regiment, act(*d as adjutant for 
th<* battalion and (les<‘rv<‘H thanks. 

To lilt* oflicers and men of the Vineeniies I return my thaiiLs, and 
will .say that th<‘y <lid all thf'j eould tomidiw the expedition sucei-ssful. 
Th<‘ir not partaking in the attack was owing to our troops being obliged 
(o hurry matters after limliiig that we were discovered. 

In relation to the force of tlic rciicls I havi* no means of knowing cor 
rcfslly, bill 1 lliiiik it fell short nf wliat we cxpccfi'd to find. 

I turiKsl, in piir.siiancc with ,Nour orders, in to ('apt. |.\. N.| Ship 
ley, (piai'lerimolcr,!) hor.scs, 11 .saddles, 7 bri<ne.s, and ‘J saddles iiH'oni 
jilefe; also fo .Major llaiieoek, pro\os| marshal, .'! .soldiers of the' rebel 
cavalry, .‘i eiti/.mis ol‘ Milton, ami 11 negroes. 

I should state that \m- leit Milton about siiniise and arrhed at Pensa¬ 
cola at II a. III. on liie I.Mli instant. 

I have no knowledge of (he nnionril of arms, Ac., taken or foniul by 
oiir troojis. If llie.\ lia\e aii.\ tlie_\ lia\e kept them in (heir i)os.>(‘.ssion. 

Of the eonipanii tliat lormed iu\ eommami I will sa.\ that I lie,\ were 
exemsUngly ipiiet and ouh-rls. and ! think that we all <lid ourliuty, and 
Iiopi'liial oiir act ion-, will nie<-t ^onr afiproba t ion. 

1 am. sir, \er\ rcNjieetl'nlh. \onr obi dii-nt .ser\.inl, 

.MlCH.VMb i'.\SSIl>V, 

hiiut. ('»l.iSi.itU liiyf. .V. 1 ’. Wtlx., ('<ninl<i. E.rpi'ilition. 

Prig. lien. i.Kwis (5. .\i:\oi n. 

('omdp. UV.s7. Hist., Hriiiirtiiifiit Ilf till- J'f iisdcola, Fla. 
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SKIRMISH AT PASS MANCHAC, LA. 

1^0. 3. 

B^ort of Capt Charles E. Eeuberer, Sixth Few York Infantry. 

Camp Jaokson, 
Pensacola^ Fla,y June 18,1862. 

Sir : I see by your ofi&cial report that I might be censured for not 
carrying out your instructions. The cause of my not being in the spot 
directed for me was on account of the guide becoming very much, 
alarmed and excited, so that he could not inform me definitely where I 
was to remain. I then heard firing in your direction, and thinking 
you had been attacked by a large force (as the guide had previouslv 
informed me that he thought there was nearly 500 cavalry there) I 
hastened up to your assistance. In the mean time I was fired npoxi. 
from a fence, which was immediately returned by me. When I cam^ 
up to you I was ordered to left wheel into position, which I did, an^ 
there remain<^d for further orders. 

Uo])ing this explanation may prove perfectly satisfactory, I am, siir 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, ’ 

CHAELES E. HETIBEEEE, 

Captainj Sixth Few York Tbfe,, Comdg. Company jST. 

Lieut. Col. M. Oassedy, Sixth F, Y, Yols., Camp Jackson, Fla. 


JUNE 17,1862.—Skirmish at Pass Manchac, La. 


Report of Maj. Oen. Benjamin F. Butler, JJ. S. Army, commanding 
Department of the Gulf 


Headquarters Departiment op the Gulp, 

Few Orlea?is, La,, June 19,1862. 

Sill: blinding that the rebels were making some demonstrations t:o 
hold MaiKihiic Pass, I sent Lieutenant-Colonel Kimball, with a portiort 
of 1 h<^ Twidfl h Maine Volunteers and a section of Manning’s battery, ixx 
aid ol' tli(‘ l^i'W Loudon gunboat, to take and destroy the enemy’s wort:: 


Tlui aiVair was very gallantly done, the enemy firing a few shots from. 
th(dr up])(‘r bathuy of two guns, 32-i>ounders; ran from a charge upon 
tlitdr IoW(‘r balhuy of ibiir giuns, 3‘J-pounders, If miles below, witliont: 
tiling a shot, heaving their guns loaded. The battery was taken by n 
(diarg<*. 1’Iie eiuuny escaped in boats they had prepared for that pnr- 
pos(‘ on 1 Ih‘ oth<‘r side of Ibc draw-bridge, which they drew up, buirn- 
iiig bridge iMdiind them. AVe took all their camp equipage, garrison 
slores, alid a stand oi‘colors, destroyed the bridge and workij, demolislr- 


ing guns a.n<l (*-a,n‘iages. 

Tlie i)ai-ty ihen ])ro(*e(»ded to Mandoville and IMadisoiiville, dispersed 
a body of cavalry lliere, and took [irisoner Colonel Putnam, with ^o,000 
remaiiling funds njion his person. ISTot having any cavalry, it was im¬ 
possible In juirsue ilie runaways. 

In considi'vation of the gallant conduct of the men I have allo-w-eo. 
ilic regiment 1o retain the stand ot colors taken. 

Wc had no casualties. 

I have the honor to be, very truly, yours, 

TiEV.T. E- PHTLER. 


Major-General, Commandi7tgr* 
lion. E. M, Stanton, Secreiary of War, 
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JUNE 22, 1862.—Expedition &oin Ship Island to Pass Christian, Miss. 

Report of JBrig. Gen, Neal DoWj U, 8. Army, 

HEADQXJAnTEnS, 

8hip Islmdj June 24,1862. 

Gbisbral : Hearing that threats of hanging or otherwise injuring 
Union men, or those supposed to be such, were frequent at Pass Chris¬ 
tian, I sent an expedition there on the 22d, in the steamer Creole, with 
instructions to seize the recorder, Mr. Hearn, Mr. Seal, and the Eev. Mr. 
Sill, if they could be found, and then enter Bay Saint Louis, and capture 
every rebel vessel that might be found there. Those persons whom I 
was most desirous of securing, were absent, but the son-in-law of the 
recorder and another w^ere arrested and brought away. They both 
have been active in the rebellion, one of them an officer in the rebel" 
army. I have sent them to Fort Pike for safe-keeping as hostages. 
No vessels were found except one, that had a pass from headquarters at 
New Orleans. Several persons, whites, were brought away from the 
bay, who wished to escape persecution. Under the lead of an Indian 
guide a party of 20 was sent 10 miles through the woods to the house 
of a captain of rebel rangers, in the expectation of finding him at home. 
In this the party was disaiipbinted, but a considerable quantity of corn, 
flour, and hospital stores for the rebel army was found, which was de¬ 
stroyed, as the party had no means of bringing it away. The same 
guide pointed out a herd of cattle, part of which belonged to a captain 
absent in the rebel army. Tbe guide selected all those with his mark 
upon them, 20 in number, which were taken on board the steamer and 
brought away. While the steamer was in Jordan Eiver, toward even¬ 
ing she was fired upon l)y a party of rebels in the woods. The balls 
passed through tbe saloon in many places, even touching the dothes 
of some of the party, but no one was hurt. The firing was promptly 
returned, with what effect is not known, except that the only mounted 
man of the party was seen to fall. 

I very much wish that a small light-draught steamer may be attached 
to this post, as we would then be enabled to make frequent excursions 
up and down the rebel (ioast, which now wc cannot do. 

Very respectfully, 

NEAL DOW, 

Rriffadier-Genera /, Co mm a mliiuj. 

Maj. Gon, Benjamin F. Butler, New Orlvcurs, 


JUNE 29, 1862.—Capture of steamer Ann under the guns of Fort Mor¬ 
gan, Ala. 

Report of Lieut Cot. W, L, (\ 8, Army^ (onimandiny UrUjade^ and 

) lilt In <j eor i'enpondcn ee. 

BuKJADE J IlOADQUAUTERS, 

Fort Moryatij A/^^, July 1, 1862. 

Captain: I have res|)(‘ctf'iilly to submit the ibllowiiigrejmrt in detail 
upon the loss of tlu^ British st^^ainer Ann, witli a portion of her cargo, 
which had arrived under tin* guns of this fortilieution, in attempting to 
run the blockade in tiiis liaibor: 
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About 11.30 p. m. on the 29tli ultimo I received tbe report that a 
vessel was approaching from the eastward, showing a certain signal. I 
immediately repaired to the lookout station, and upon being assured 
myself of the signal, directed a given reply. Shortly after a boat 
approached the beach, and I duly received the report that the British 
steamer Ann, with a valuable cargo, was lying between the banks and 
the beach, about three-fourths of a mile from the fort, and desired pro¬ 
tection and assistance in getting into the harbor. Sixteen gun detach¬ 
ments, which are regularly detailed every night for service in such an 
emergency, were already at their guns and were directed to lay at their 
posts for the night. A reliable pilot was sent off to anchor the vessel in 
a secure positiou and to remain on board of her. An armed guard was 
stationed on the beach abreast of the vessel, and the steamer Orescent, 
attached to this post, was ordered to be alongside of the Ann at early 
daylight to commence discharging her cargo. To work at night would 
only have attracted the attention of the enemy and endangered the 
vessel by the necessary lights. A working squad was detailed from 
the garrison to assist the crews of the steamers. 

The Crescent promptly executed the order given her, and the work 
of discharging went rapidly and regularly on daring the greater part of 
the day, the heavy vessels of the blockading squadron lying at anchor 
6 or 7 miles distant and the gunboat not in sight. 

Upon the opening of the telegraph offices in the morning the situa¬ 
tion of the steamer, the nature of her cargo, the name of the consignee, 
were, as you are aware, promptly reported to the general* commanding, 
and shortly after, it having become apparent that the Crescent would 
not be able to assist the Ann over the bar before night, a telegram was 
dispatched to the city desiring a boat of more power to be sent down to 
assist in the work and to tow that vessel over the obstructions. 

At 4 p. m. the boat from the city was rapidly approaching. The 
Crescent had just gotten in heavily laden for the second time, having 
brought in the working detachment from the garrison, to be relieved by 
another now in readiness to go out at once upon the boat from the city. 
The Ann, having had a portion of her heaviest articles of the cargo left 
in her necessary to maintain her in the position requisite for getting her 
over the bar, was steaming up to that obstructiou with the view of being 
in readiness to be acted upon at once, and the blockading gunboat was 
now in sight, coming in from seaward. 

At 5 p. m. the Ann was lying upon the bar, with a boat in readiness 
to take and secure the tow-line. The Dick Keys, which had reported 
from the (*ity, taken a detachment of the garrison on board, and received 
orders to proceed at once to tow the Ann, was about oOO yards from that 
vessel. The gunboat was steaming slowly in, as if to examine the po>si- 
tiou of affairs, but was 3 miles distant and could not approacli within 
miles iVoin that direction from the nature of the banks, and three 
(kdacliments had been pot ted at some of our heir^v ritlcd guns to keep 
her out of ran 2 * 0 . 

I now obsiirved, to my astonishment, that the captain of the Ann, 
with her (TOw, was hurriedly abandoning his vessel, and shortly after 
the ea])tain of the Dick Keys turned his boat around and as hurrieilly 
uio\e back toward the wharf. At this time not a shot liad been fire(i, 
nov could the gunboat have thrown her shot or slmll nnu’e tlian two- 
tliirds'of the distanc(‘. Major Barnwell was directed to ino<d) the 
Dic!{ Keys at tlie wliarf and order the captain to return at onc'c to 
execute t]ie dury assigned him. This oi'dcr ho objected to obeying; 

S B R—VOL XV 
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pleading the danger to his boat and insisting upon seeing me 5 and 
upon receiving the order from myself, he first plead the danger to his 
boat, which was only chartered by the Government, and upon my as¬ 
suming all responsibility upon that i)oint, he changed his plea to not 
being a pilot for that channel, in which I had seen him perform the 
same service but a few weeks previously. Much to my regret the only 
pilot at hand was in one of the boats now pulling off from the Ann, 
and more to my regret there was no captain at hand to replace this 
apology for a man. 

In the mean time—the Ann having been abandoned in a hurry and 
the anchor lot go in such haste as to jam the chain—she worked back 
off the bar and drifted with the tide, not out to sea, but through the 
channel parallel to the beach. I was thus offered the choice of turning 
the guns of the fort upon her and blowing her up or sinking her and 
the valuable freight yet on board of her or of making another effort to 
save her. She was only three-fourths of a mile off, her machinery was 
in running order, the water was hot in her boilers, fire was in her fur¬ 
naces. A few resolute men had only to start her cable and let her 
anchor catch on the bottom, or supply her*furnaces with fuel, start her 
engine, and steer her back to her former position into security, and the 
enemy were yet 3 miles off. A number of the garrison volunteered to 
go. There was but little time to select, but two boats were quickly 
dispatched in pursuit, carrying the captain, engineer, and one or two 
of the crew of the Ann, who had ajiparently become ashamed of their 
l)revious conduct and asked to be allowed to return. But time had 
been lost, and the steamer had gradually gotten nearer the end of the 
bank, around which the blockading vessels, from which her condition was 
now seen, could approach to within range of their guns. The steamer 
frigate got under way to support the gunboat. A few sliot and shell 
fell about the Ann, and our boats hesitated and laid between our bat¬ 
teries and the drifting steamer, so as to prevent us from now resorting 
to blowing her up or doing auj'thing more with our heavy guns than to 
fire a few shots to keep the frigate out of range. 

Lieutenant Bond, of the First Artillery Battalion, now volunteered 
to take the boats to her, and vv'as directed to run her back if possible, 
or act as circaimstaiices should require, and Captain Whiting’s comi)any 
was ordered to follow and iH*otcct the cargo if Lieutenant Bond should 
find it necessary to put her on the beach or to aiielior. Lieutenants 
Bond and Hammond, of the First Artillery Battalion, and Lieut. L. 
U. Goodman, of the Light Artillery Battalion, with tlie two boats’ (jrews, 
got on board and llieiv met Captain Blakeslec, of the Crescent, who, 
seeing the ciliange affairs had taken, transported one of his boats across 
from i^’avy Cove ainl board<Hl her. The files, lio\\ ever, had now becoim^ 
nearly extinct, tin* enemy was bring rapidly at only Ihiee-foiirths of a 
mile distant, and it was determined to sink her and thus kee]) lu‘r out 
of their lainds. The supply-pipe of tlie (*iigiue was accoi’dingly cut 
and she was abandoned a second time, under tlie supposition that shi^ 
would settle on the botioin in a law moments, as the water wasguslung in 
by the ton. 

Night came on. The eianny got on board. The Ann proved to have 
several water-tight conijmrtments, only one of which had filled, and we 
felt the chagrin of seeing lier with the eiieiuj’s scpiadrou on the follow¬ 
ing morning. 

i liave gone thus into the details of this case, cajdain, as I am av, are 
that it is one which, \rjl!ioiit a iull explanation, might be remarked 
upon and critiejsca to the iujm j ol the zcmI and enterprise of myself ami 
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those that I have the honor to command. But upon the statement o 
facts which 1 have given I feel convinced that the zeal and enterprise o 
the garrison itself must be acknowledged, and the success of each step 
with the exception where failure was caused by positive disobedience 
of orders and dastardly neglect of duty on the iiart ot a subordinate 
agent, up to the choice of hastening the destruction or attempting t< 
recover the abandoned steamer, wfil prove that each was judiciously 
taken. 

lam perfectly aware that I might have made more ^Mioise in the 
worldby turning all the guns of the fort upon the vessel and blowing 
her up, but I should have brought certain destruction upon property 
very valuable to our Government, of comparative little value to the 
enemy if it did fall into his hands, and in favor of saving which there 
were many chances. 

If I erred it was by sacrificing self to the interests which have beeu 
intrusted to my care, and the course taken is justified by the excellem 
military maxim, “When in doubt as to attacking an enemy, lean tc 
the side ot rashness 5 when in doubt as to the destruction of the prop 
erty of an ally, lean to the side of caution.’^ 

This statement of facts, it is hoped, sir, carries conviction that th< 
loss of the Ann is to be attributed to one of those sudden panics whicl 
history shows all collections of men to be subject to, and also that thos( 
affected on this occasion were not of the regular garrison, but tempo 
rarily acting in concert with it. 

In conclusion, I respectfully call the attention of the general com 
manding to that part of this report relating to the conduct of Oaptaii 
Deering, of the Dick Keys, and respectfully suggest that he bereinovet 
and his place supplied by a more reliable man, as to positive disobe 
dience of orders on his part the loss of the steamer Ann is attributabh 
more than to any- other circumstance, and his conduct on this occasioi 
shows that he cannot be relied upon in any similar cases that may’ occu 
hereafter. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. POWELL, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 


Oapt. S. Groom, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Naval Commanda^jt’s Office, 

Mohilr^ A [((.., J^ihj 10, 1802. 

Hon. Georoe W. Bandolpii, 

iSccretarg of RUlimond^ 

Sir: I herewith beg leave to inclose ibr yiau t Miiidi, 

IJ.ipers relating io the loss of the ]Ji iii^h steamer Ann and < in« Iv* 
the guns of Fort IMoi'gan. 

First. Tlic report ot* Colonel JN>wen, C. Army, addr^'S^ed to 
Gen. J. n. Foine.y, giving an ae(*omit id* the aiiiv.d id Ih i. vo s(‘L 
lier ca})turc while under the guns Oi* tli< hud b.vrhe enei««.>. (oee p. 1'2. 
{Second. A copy’ ot ni.v letter to Gcne.<«! Forney'. coAiiaiiung 
against Colonel Foweil. Tliiid. CojAy < i’ a letter ;o ine ik .a (ioi* :a 
J'\>riie\',stating tliat he had leioiif'dthe AioAo to C A' eial ihagg 

and, lourth, (General Bragg's deei^sAn upon ihe sn]>ic*ei. 

My object in addressing you is that the hasty', ineouseipnmtitd, and 
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as I think, unjust decision of General Bragg may not be permitted to 
stand as a precedent in future time for the guidance of the Army, act¬ 
ing in concert with the Navy. 

I will not presume to suggest what should he your action in the 
premises, but I ask—what 1 cannot believe it received at the hands of 
General Bragg—a careful and dispassionate examination of my report 
of Colonel Powell. 

And what are the simple facts of the case ? I, an officer of the Navy, 
of equal rank with General Bragg and co-operating with the Army, 
have respectfully asked the arrest and trial of a colonel under his com¬ 
mand upon certain grave charges, and he, as I think^ curtly and dis¬ 
courteously replies that I have no right to ask an investigation, or words 
to that eflect. 

I respectfully submit the matter to your consideration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

V. M. EANDOLPH, 
Flag-Officer^ Alabama. 


[Indorsement.] 

Acknowledge the receipt of the communication, and say that the Sec¬ 
retary earnestly desires to maintain the cordiality between the two 
services so necessary to the public welfare, and feels great respect for 
the views of so experienced and gallant an officer as Commodore Eaii- 
dolph 5 but being of opinion that a court of inquiry would acquit Lieu- 
tenant-Oolonel Powell, he does not think it expedient to order such a 
court. 

G. W. E. 


[Inolosnre Ko. 1.] 

Natal Commandant’s Office, 

Mobile^ Ala.^ July 5, 1802. 

Sir : I have read the elaborate report addressed to 3 011 by Licuteu- 
int-Oolonel Powell, detailing the loss of the British steamer Ann on 
June 29 while under the guns of Port Morgan, and the conclusion to 
my mind is irresistible, upon that officer’s own sliowing, that the loss of 
raid vessel and cargo never would have occurred had the flag-officer oi' 
ffiis naval station been apprised, as he ought to have been immediately 
)y telegraph, that the Ann was aground. And permil me to ask wli> 
viis the Navy kept in ignorance of the whole transaction ! Let Lieu 
enant-Colonel Powell answer, if he can, this simple question. Is ii 
lot the duty of the officer commanding at Fort IMorgan to ajipiise th(* 
loinmander of the naval forces at Mobile of t]j(‘ grounding of 

the entrance of the harbor; more especially if they ba\e \ diiahle 
cargoes on board and are liable to fall into the Irinds of th(‘ enemy ! 
W'hoever before heard that upon forts and gairisons uevohe tise dui\ 
)f succoring stranded vessels, when b.y a ^vord a fleet of naval steamers 
night (msily have been brought to the rescue ? But no, Liimtenant- 
Joloncl Powell, it seems, felt so confident of his own skill and in his own 
ibility to save the Ann and her valuable cargo as to ignore the Navy alto- 
••ether. It seems not to have entered into his caleiilations that seamen 
ifloat might do the work more effectually than soldiers could behind 
nick walls and in casemates. Perhaps it may be asked, But why was 
t that the A^essels of the Nav 3 ’ w(‘r« not on the spot, ready without a 
.elegraph fiom the Arm^' to render the necessary assistance to the Ann 
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This caii be easily and satisfactoiily explained. Admitting, however, for 
a moment that no satisfactory exi)hination can be given for the tem¬ 
porary absence of our vessels from the lower bay, this does not in the 
least degree relieve Lieutenant-Colonel Powell from the charge of cul¬ 
pable neglect of duty. But it can be satisfactorily explained why the 
vessels of the Navy were not in the lower bay at the time of the ground¬ 
ing of the British steamer. They were undergoing important, nay, in¬ 
dispensable, alterations and repairs at the city. The boilers of the 
steam-ram Baltic were reported by the engineers as unsafe, and were 
being patched and strengthened for important service. She of course 
could not be sent below. The steamers Morgan and Gaines were in the 
hands of numerous mechanics, who were engaged in putting on and 
bolting iron plates, in order to give some protection to the machinery 
and boilers of those vessels; and, lastly, the Florida had only left her 
station off Fort Morgan the morning of the day that the Ann was 
wrecked. She came to the city to land two officers who had been de¬ 
tached by order of the Navy Department and to receive others in their 
places. But had Lieutenant-Colonel Powell sent a dispatch to me on 
Sunday morning—which he might easily have done, and which by fail¬ 
ing to do I insist he is amenable to the charge of neglect of duty—all 
would have been well, as I should immediately have stopped all work 
on board our steamers, and would have been at Fort Morgan by 12 m. 
on Sunday, June 29, and have had the Ann off for the city of Mobile 
that night. 

I beg leave to say, in addition to this grave charge against Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel Powell, that in his long report to you of the transactions 
below be failed even to allude to his suppression of a private telegraph 
which was made to the consignee, Mr. Bittner, by a gentleman at Fort 
Morgan. Had that private telegraph been allowed to be communi¬ 
cated to the consignee of the Ann the Navy would have been informed 
of the grounding of that vessel, and she, together with her valuable 
cargo, would have been saved to the country. The suppression of the 
above telegraphic dispatch to Mr. Bittner is quite significant, and I 
think you will agree, under the circumstances, was altogether unwar¬ 
rantable and indefensible. 

Again, Lieutenant Colonel Powell, in his labored report to you, says 
that the guns of Fort Morgan could easily have reached the Ann when 
she was abandoned to the enemy. In the name, then, of common sense 
why was she not sunk by Fort Morgan and thus ke])t from the hands 
of the rapae.ious Yankees'? Do I characterize this act, or rather omis¬ 
sion to act, in too strong language when I say that the commanding 
officer at Fort Morgan was not only guilty of neglect of duty but also 
of want of self-])oshossion*? 

Sir, this is no time for the exhibition of petty jealousy between the 
two arms of the piildic service. We are engage(i in a glorious strug¬ 
gle for independences and let it not be said tliat tlie Navy is jealous of 
the Army or the Army of the Navy. 

In conclusion, I respect!ally ask that Lieutenant-(Colonel Powell shall 
be arraigned before a military tribunal u])on the following charges: 

1st. Palpable neglect of duty. 

2d. Absence of self-possession at an iin[)ortaut crisis. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 

V. M. EANDOLPH, 
Flag-Officer^ Alabama. 

Brig. Gen. John H. Forney, 

Gomdg. Land Forces^ Alabama and Florida^ &g. 
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as I think, unjust decision of General Bragg may not be permitted to 
stand as a precedent in future time for the guidance of the Army, act¬ 
ing in concert with the Navy. 

J will not presume to suggest what should be your action in the 
premises, but I ask—what 1 cannot believe it received at the hands of 
General Bragg—-a ctireiul and dispassionate examination of my report 
of Colonel Powell. 

And what are the simple facts of the case I, an officer of the Navy, 
of equal rank with General Bragg and co-operating with the Army, 
have respectfully asked the arrest aud trial of a colonel under his com¬ 
mand upon certain grave charges, and he, as I think^ curtly and dis¬ 
courteously replies that I have no right to ask an investigation, or words 
to that effect. 

I respectfully submit the matter to your consideration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

V. M. EANDOLPH, 
Flag-Officer, Alabama. 


[Indorsement.] 


Acknowledge the receipt of the communication, and say that the Sec¬ 
retary earnestly desires to maintain the cordiality between the two 
services so necessary to the i)ublic weliare, and feels great resi)ect for 
the views of so experienced aud gallant an officer as Oommodore lian- 
dolph; hut beiug of opinion that a court of inquiry would acquit Lieu- 
tenaut-Oolouel Pow'cll, be does not tbiuk it expedient to order such a 
court. 


G. W. E. 


[Inolosuro Xo. 1.] 

Naval Commandant’s Office, 

Mobile, Ahi.,f7vly 5, 18G2. 

Rm: 1 have read the elaborate l eport addressed to on by Lieuteu- 
mit-Colomd Powell, detailing llie loss of the British sloainer Ann on 
,fun(‘ 20 while under the guns of Fort Morgan, and the (ionclusioii to 
my mind is irresistible, upon that ollicei’s own sliowing, that th<‘ loss of 
said vessel and cargo never would have occiiiTcd had the flag-oiiic(‘r of 
this naval station been appi ised, as he ought to liave ]>een immediately 
b;s ttdegrapli, that the Ann was aground. Ami permit m(^ to ask why 
vas the Navy ki*pt in igiioraiK*(‘ of tin* whoh^ tramsiudion I Let Lien 
tenant ('oloiu‘1 Powell answer, if li<‘ eaii, this simple (piestioii. Is it 
not lh(‘ <liit,\ of the oIIuh*!’ eoinmandiiig at Fort Morgan lo apijrise th(‘ 
conimamhn’of th<* naval for<a*s at iMobih^ <)f tin' giH)iinding ol vessels 
<dV tin (*niian(:<‘ of the haibor; moi<‘ espe('iall.\ if !)avv \ dnrnie 
<Migo<‘S()n board and are liable to fall into the hands ot lJu 'I 
Wlio(‘Ver before Jieaid that upon forts ami gairisons dovo]\(‘ the duty 
of Mieeoring- stiamhnl vessels, when by a wo]‘d a lleet of naval staaiinns 
might easily have bec'U bi’onght to the rescue? ibit no, Lienlciniit- 
(^iToncl Pov('il,it sc(‘ms, felt so confident of his own skill and in his own 
al)ilily to sa\ e the Ann and her valnable(‘argo as toignore tlie Navy allo- 
<'(‘th(T. it s<‘ems not to have entered into his caieiilations that seainen 
alloal might do the work more etieetually tlian soldiers <'ould behiml 
bi‘i**k vails and in (<iS(Mnat(' P<*ihai)s it ma\ In' asked, i>id- wh} nas 
it that the m s'^elfi ot the Na\v not on tiie sjnd, ready without a 

telegraph iiom t lie Ai*my to rend-w the necessary assistance to the Aiin^ 
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Thia can be eaaily andsatisfactoiily explained. Admitting,however, for 
a moment that no satisfactory explanation can be given for the tem¬ 
porary absence of our vessels from the lower bay, this does not in the 
least degree relieve Lieutenant-Colonel Powell from the charge of cul¬ 
pable neglect of duty. But it can be satisfactorily explained why the 
vessels of the Navy were not in the lower bay at the time of the ground¬ 
ing of the British steamer. They were undergoing important, nay, in¬ 
dispensable, alterations and repairs at the city. The boilers of the 
steam-ram Baltic were reported by the engineers as unsafe, and were 
being patched and strengthened for important service. She of course 
could not be sent below. The steamers Morgan and Gaines were in the 
hands of numerous mechanics, who were engaged in putting on and 
bolting iron plates, in order to give some protection to the machinery 
and boilers of those vessels; and, lastly, the Florida had only left her 
station off Fort Morgan the morning of the day that the Ann was 
wreclied. She came to the city to land two officers who had been de¬ 
tached by order of the Navy Department and to receive others in their 
places. But had Lieutenant-Colonel Powell sent a dispatch to me on 
Sunday morning—which he might easily have done, and which by fail¬ 
ing to do I insist he is amenable to the charge of neglect of duty—all 
would have been well, as I should immediately have stopped all work 
on board our steamers, and would have been at Fort Morgan by 12 m. 
on Sunday, June 29, and have had the Ann off for the city of Mobile 
that night. 

I beg leave to say, in addition to this grave charge against Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel Powell, that in his long report to you of the transactions 
below he failed even to allude to his suppression of a private telegraph 
which was made to the consignee, Mr. Bittner, by a gentleman at Fort 
Alorgan. Had that private telegraph been allowed to be communi¬ 
cated to the consignee of the Anu the Navy would have been informed 
of the grounding of that vessel, and she, together with her valuable 
cargo, would have been saved to the country. The sui^pression of the 
above telegraphic dispatch to Mr. Bittner is quite significant, and I 
think you will agree, under the circumstances, was altogether unwar¬ 
rantable and indefensible. 

Again, Lieutenant Colonel Powell, in his labored report to you, says 
that the guns of Fort Morgan could easily have reached the Ann when 
she was abandoned to the enemy. In the name, then, of common sense 
why was she not sunk by Fort Morgan and thus kept from the hands 
of the rapacious Yankees'? Do I characterize this act. or rather omis¬ 
sion to act, in too strong language when I say that the commanding 
officer at Fort Morgan was not only guilty of neglect of duty but also 


of want of self-possessioii z , . xi 

Sir, this is no time for the exhibition of petty jealousy between the 
two arms of the public service. We are engaged in a glorious strug¬ 
gle for independence, and let it not be said that the Navy is jealous ot 

the Army or the Army of the Navy. 

In conclusion, I respectfully ask that Lieuteuant-Colonel Powell shall 
be arraigned before a military tribunal u])ou the following charges. 
1st. Palpable neglect of duty. . . 

2d. Absence of self-possession at an important crisis. 

I am, respe«tt«lly, So., ^ ^ EAOTOLPH, 

Flag-Officer, Alabama. 


Brig. Gen. John H. Forney, 

Contdg, Fand Forces, Alabama and Florida, a:o. 
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flnclosuro ITo. 2,] 

Heabquarteus District op the Q-ulp, 

July 9, 1862. 

Commodore Y. M. Randolph, 

Flag-Officer^ Alabama: 

Sir: After a careful consideration of my duty touching tlie charges 
preferred by yon against Col. W. L. Powell on the 5th instant, I have 
referred the whole matter to General B. Bragg, commanding Depart¬ 
ment Bo. 2, in a communication of which I have the honor herewith to 
submit a copy. 

I agree entirely with you, sir, that ^^this is no time for the exhibi¬ 
tion of petty jealousy between two arms of the public service,’^ and, so 
far as I am concerned, I assure you none exists to be exhibited. I hope 
a full examination may show that no one can in such a crisis allow so 
iniserable a feeling to injure our common cause. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHIST F. FORlvrET, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding District of the Qidf. 


fSub-lnclosTiie.] 


Headquarters District of the Gulp, 

Mobile^ Ala.^ July 9, 1862. 


Maj. George O. Garner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Department Uo. 2: 


Sir : For the reasons set forth below 1 very respectfully submit and 
reler to your consideration a copy of the statement of Col. W. L. Powell 
rcs])ecting the loss of the Britisji steamer Ann, with a part of her 
(*argo, in attcini)tiiig to run the blockade of Ibis harbor and after she 
had arrived under the guns of Fort Morgan. This pa])er is marked 
Exhibit A.'*' 

I also submit eoines of the telegrams touching the same subject re- 
ierrod to in Coloml Powell’s statement. They are marked, lespect- 
ivoly, B, C, and D. f 

Wiili thes(' l)apors I also refer to you a copy of charges prefeired 
a^ainsi Oolond PoweJl by the Ihig-ofiicer oflliis naval station. Colonel 
l^)well is th(‘r(^ cliarged with— 

5si. Paljiable negh'Cl of <lnty. 

2d. Absen<‘(* of s<‘li'])ossession a1 an im])ortant crisis. 

Colond Pow<‘lI was iniiiish(‘<l wilh a <*o])y ol* tli(\sechai'ges on llie 7th 
instant, and r<‘qneste(l to make any re])ly he iiiight desire, as w(dl as 1o 
telegraph whetlier or not he wislied to do so. As yet he lias not so 
telegrajihcd. 

I make this reference of tlie whole matter to you becans(‘, aUliongli 
feeding myself p(‘rf(‘(itly free from all cause for blame, still 1 am not 
willing to screen my <*ondnctfrom examination by entertaining a charge 
against Colonel Powell. 

The first charge, you will ])erceive, is based upon the fact that Colonel 
Powell did not inform tlie hag-oflicer by telegrai>h of the arrival and 
condition of tlie Ann. Colonel Powell did, on the 29th uhimo, tcd(‘- 
gra])]i mo twice in tlie language of-the copies above referred to, and if 
those dispatches (iontahied information wliich it was necessary to com¬ 
municate to Flag-Olliccr Itandolph, tin n 1 w<aild be the person who 
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couuuitted tlie fault and Colonel Powell would not 1)8 p^niltv under tliis 
c'liiuge, unless bis position on the spot should have occasioned more 
anxi(‘ty as to the situation of the steamer than bis dispatches indicate. 
JNo one can feel more than I do the inipoifanee of the harmonious 
co-operation of all arms of the service, but from the nature of the two 
telegrams, marked B and C,* I considered the steamer—h ing under the 
guns ot the fort and with the Crescent by her—as he\^md danger of 
capture by the enemy and as needing no other assistaiice than the aid 
ot an ordinary steamer to lighten and tow. I therelbre saw no necessity 
of haying the tenor of those dispatches communicated to the flag-officer 
of station. I hope and believe Colonel Powell felt and thought as 
I did. I will also add that this seems to me to be one of those unfor¬ 
tunate circumstances which is a subject of regret rather than censure 
upon any arm of the service. 

I think the crew of the steamer were the first and main cause of the 
disaster. It was not to be foreseen nor 2 )resamed that they would so 
unnecessarily and hastily abandon tlieir vessel, and their continued 
presence and self-possession would undoubtedly have saved her. Even 
after the abandonment I am satisfied the vessel might have been saved 
had the captain of the Dick Keys not have turned back in so cowardly 
a manner, and I think his conduct in the highest degree censurable. 

Such an abandonment by the crew and such conduct on the part of 
the captain of the Dick Keys not being presumable, many omissions 
are in my opinion excusable which would not be so in a ca«e of antici¬ 
pated danger. But as, from a feeling of delicacy, I cannot entertain 
the first charge against Colonel Powell, I have deemed it best to refer 
the whole matter to you, and a copy of this paper has been furnished 
to Flag-Officer Eanclolph. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

JOnX IT. FORXEY, 
Brigaditr-GencrnJ, Commanding, 


j^Inclosnre Xo. 3-1 


Headquaeters Depart?:e>-t 2no. 2, 

Tnpelo, Jnlij 13, lSh2. 


[John IT. Forxpa, 

Drigadlt/'-Gtnend, Commanding :] 


General: The general commanding diieets Uie :o say that he fully 
concurs in > our views in regard to the conduct of C\,]vmei Powell in the 
loss of tlie Ann. His lepoit is fall, clear, expiieiu an»l k a es co gionnd 
for censure or evtni doubt. It is to be iegretted that 'he cendiuT of 
the (*aj/tcUiis <>f ihe Dick Keys ard Ann shotild inive reMi'tJ^d disas- 
tunisly, bur (or them Colonel P. coaid nA be le^puiisible. 

As Coluiiel i’owell makes no im])utatn)n on bhanniaLder Ibindolph 
or the Xav\, it is not seen what the latter has to do with the eolonoi's 
execiuion oi mililei^ dury. 

The general ihelines to cnterbiin (‘haia^^'', and thinks -he com¬ 
mander will on rcllection see he has nut done the cidonei jOMice. 

Respect fully, general, your obedient sei\aiit, 

GEG. G. GARXER, 

Aatiisiuat Adjuiant-General. 


Not fouiul 
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JULY 6-8, 1862.—Expedition from PonchatotQa, La. 

Report of Lieut, Alfred Bradley^ Oaruthers^ Sharpshooters, 

PONCHATOULA, La., July 8, 1862 

Sir : Agreeably to your orders, on receipt of the iutelligence of the 
murder of Corpl. J. IST. Smith and Private James Tlai vey, of your com¬ 
mand, on July 4, instant, near the Springfield Bridge, 1 proceeded to 
the place of the murder with 18 men to try and arrest the murderers 
and assist in the disi)osiug of the murdered. 

On my arrival in Springfield 1 found that the bodies had been re¬ 
moved by the friends and i*elations of the deceased, who were making 
all necessary arrangements for their burial, &c. 

I sent 10 men to the houses of the supposed murderers and the pris¬ 
oners who had escaped with them, with orders to waylay their houses, 
and, if possible, arrest them. 

Learning that Oai^t. A. C. lioberts was in Springfield with his negro 
dogs, I went and got him to return with me to the place where the men 
were ambushed, in the hope that by the time of our arrival the cavalry 
you had sent for would be on the ground. Here we waited for near 
two hours, when, having no horses to follow the dogs, and night ap¬ 
proaching, I was forced to abandon further efibrts fo_ 'the day, and re¬ 
turned to Ponchatoula for supplies, &c., that I might resume the pur¬ 
suit next day. On my way to the depot I met the party of cavalry and 
directed them how to proceed. 

Saturday, July 5, the party of cavalry arrived with 2 of the men we 
were in pursuit of, and, together with 12 men of your company and a 
detachment of men from Camp Moore, under command of Lieutenant 
Carpenter, I started, under orders to scour the country around Spring- 
field in search of the man Kinclien, who bad been arrested on the pre¬ 
vious day by Smith and Harv^ey, and the man Elijah Ganey, who was 
supposed to" have been engaged in the murder of our men, and to arrest 
them, as well as all persons supposed or known to he enemies to the 
Confederate States. 

On my arrival at Wadesborough 1 procured a boat, in which I dis¬ 
patched 8 men, under command of Lieutenant-, to proceed to the 

mouth of the Amite Eiver and intercept any boats that might attempt 
to pass down that stream or the Tickfaw. I then proceeded to Spring- 
field, where I met the ])arty of cavalry, under command of Lieutenant 
Evans, and lound the 10 men 1 had left on duty the j)revious day. From 
hero I dispatched Sergt. William Duncan, with 4 men on horseback, to 
go to liome, on lh(‘ Tickfaw'^, and from there to James Davidson’s mill, 
on the Amite, and to make inquiries and search for the criminals, with 
orders to join me in tlie morning at a ])oint near the Bayou Barbar\. 
A.t the same time I directed the party under Lieutenant Evans to scour 
the country between Springfield and Tickfaw and surround and search 
certain lionses on the route during the night, and to meet me at a jioint 
ag’ieed upon next day, while I, with infantry, jiroceeded to Hail’s l^Vriy, 
on the Tickfaw, wiiere I arrived at 8 o’clock, after a very fatiguing and 
circuitous march of near 20 miles. 

Sunday, Cth, lesuiued our march alter a sleepless night and ]>r<)- 
ceeded to the Bayou Barbaiy, where I halted to await the arrival of 
the cavalry, finding the road almo.st impracdicable for infantry on a(*- 
count of the backwater from the Amite, wdihdi filled the road througli 
the Barbary Swamp to a deptli of near .‘i feet. iia\ing foruKul a jiuic 
tion with the men sent under Serge,int Duueau to tlu^ Amiie 1 resiivcd 
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to proceed without waiting longer for the cavalry, and moved forward 
with the men of your company in advance and waded through the 
swamp above referred to, and halted at the residence of William H. 
Wilder, esq., to get water and information necessary to our further 
progress. Here I waited for some time, wondering what detained the 
rear guard, consisting of Lieutenant Carpenter’s command, when the 
cavalry came plunging through and informed me that they were not 
advancing. Having procured much information irom Mr. Wilder, I 
resolved, as the infantry were much exhausted, to leave them and pro¬ 
ceed with the cavalry. I therefore instructed Sergt. William Duncan 
to take command and return to a safe camping ground, and procure a 
small beef, sufficient to do the men and to afford a sufficiency for our 
return to camp. 

On my return from the parish of Ascension I took Sergeant Kinchen 
and 2 men from your company, and having procured four horses, 
we mounted and started for the French settlement on the Amite Eiver, 
where we arrived about 1 p. m. I called upon Alexander Sevique, who 
agreed to act as my guide, and from whom I procured a mutton for the 
men and pounds of corn for the horses. Having sufficiently refreshed 
both man and horse, I started at sundown with a force of 28 men, in¬ 
cluding myself and the guides, for the parish of Ascension, to arrest a 
notorious desperado named Adolph Dies, who had proclaimed himself 
a Lincolnite and thi’eatened to burn the property of a number of the 
citizens of this parish and was understood to have a party of some 15 
men under his command. On my way to the residence of this man I 
learned that he had 12 armed men in his house at sundown, and several 
admonished me to be watchful of an ambush, as a party of Captain Wil¬ 
son’s cavalry had been on the Amite that evening and they were prepared 
for resistance, &c. 

On my arrival at Port Vincent I detailed a guard for the horses, and 
with Lieutenants Plvaus and B. B. Starns, of Captain Bredow’s cavalry, 
and 20 men I crossed the river and proceeded on foot to the house ot Dies, 
and after surrounding it summoned him in the name of the Confederate 
States to surrender himself and the men under his charge as prisoners, 
at the same time assuring him that if he did so no violence would be 
used, but that if he offered resistance! would arrest him dead or alive. 
He refused to submit to the authority of the Confederate States and 
defied me. I then summoned all who might be in the house to come forth 
and surrender, assuring them at the same lime that if they done so no 
harm sliould be done them, but that if they refused I should be compelled 
to burn tln^ house to get them out, when a voice came forth within to 
^^Bnrn and bo damned.” I then ordered a portion of the men to file the 
house. WIdle they were ju'epariug to do so several attempts w ere made 
to lea^ e the house by tlie inmates and an attempt to shoot tUruiigk one 
of the windows, but it was slammed to by one of the men, and the as¬ 
surance given that if he stuck his head our again it would be blown 
off. At thih ciisis, 'when the torcli was being got ready to fire tlie house, 
1 again demanded a surrender in the name of the Confederate States, but 
Jig.I ill ••ame the refusal io do so, «and the party making it came out on 
I hr ii.'iu porch to fire on our men, w^hen I immediately fired upon him, 
infiicting a mortal wound. The rest now offered to surrender—came out 
and done so. Lieutenant Evans with a party uow^ entered the house 
and searched for arms, &;c., and after securing four guns, all of which 
were loaded and cocked Jiad some ammunition, we took the prisoners 
—tliiee in luiinber—and biought them to the feny, where I found one 
of them to be a >outh of sixteen yt ars, who said that he was a son of 
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JULY 25-ATJGirST 2, 1862.—Expedition to Lake Pontchartrain, Pans Mau- 
chac, and np the Tcheftincta and Pearl Eivers, La., with skirmishes. 

Report of Maj. Franl: IL Teck^ Twelfth (Umnrrtlettt Infantrij^ eimmnntU 

ing eapcfUthn. 

Camp PAPAPr/r, ('Aiiu<»M/r<>N, I.a., 

August J, is02. 

SlK: The exi)e(liti<)n diivcted by orders of dni> -o, ISdJ, 1‘ioin head¬ 
quarters of this dei)artnu*nt refunu^d on tlu‘ Lhl of Aip^ust. I ha\e to 
submit the following? report of our op(*rations: 

On the (*v(‘niii^ of July with five <’ompaiiii‘s of the 'r\v(‘iftii 
mc‘iit Connecti<uit Volunteers and a seetion <rf <’apr. P, M. iloleoinlfs 
Second Vermont Pattt^ry, I ernbarke<l on board fiie boat <ln'\ riond, 
eoinmande<l ])y Lieut(*nant Ihudianaiu P. S. Navy. U*ft IfK* \sharf 
ai>out midni^^ht and aiTiv<‘d at Pass Mancdiae sotm aftor da\li^^hl on tln-j 
nK)niin;.C <>f tbe Udth. As we approa(*he<l the brid‘4<* (’aptairi linh'omb 
sent forward a shell from ids Saw\^er ^;IU^ wldeli had the id'feel to draw 
from one of tin* Inmses a rein*! M*ont, who immedialels r.an np I lie rati- 
road in tin* din*<*tion of Camp .Mo<»re. lie was tireil af(»‘r, and, as socni 
as a s(|nad of nn*n t*onld he larnh*d, was pursued tieros, die island to 
tin* "North Pass, where in* plunged into the stream and t‘ .eajied. \V (* e\- 
amiin*(l the hnildin^^s, and found the mnsKol and i-quipmeiil n of the .sol 
(Her, hunks, parts ot‘unifonn-, and other e\idenee oj leeeut military 
<)<*eupatit>n. As tin* plaee was <*\ idt*nTl> u-^cd as a iei;d<'/\fm‘ for spirs 
and seouts I dir(‘et(*d it ail to Im* Imrned. 'i In* paU oi tin* iu.d'o* nofdi 
of lint draw’ )iad l)ej*n pre\ionsl\ destn>\r<l. W Imrned tin* i<‘mamder. 
I am awan* of noihinj* remaining at l^i'*** Main-lun* laon* eondmadd** 
tlmn railroad iron and water .voakiMl pih . 

In tin* latter part of tlie d IS W4* went n[» tin* \oidi Ca .when* we 
found dial a bi*,uinidn;j!: liad beon made towaid n painn" die bii<l;4e. 
\V(* barne<l t!ds aCo. 

On tin* -7th we sailed up the 'I’ehefuneia Idsei. Winn nppn ite 
I\Ia<lisoiivilh‘w e w(*i-e lir(*<l upon h\ t In* “jn !*i i!Ia pie! ei < dioii i! dnre. 
\V(* n'sponded w Ith a shot fimn mte tit’die .d” } ui.ude! - m thi i.'*, s la 
diron^Ii (he stieet fimn w hit Ii tin* In in*: eaim . ti'ils.MnC me* of 
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of tho river below to oppose our passage to the lake. I regret to 
report that duriug* this march 2 men feU from sun-stroke and died 
before night. 

As the boat was about leaving we were surprised with a volley of 
musketry from the thick bushes which cover the river banks. Our 
men immediately si)rang to their arms and returned the fire with steadi¬ 
ness and spirit. Oaptain Holcomb almost instantly sent a charge of 
canister after them, and Lieutenant Buchanan brought his 32-pounders 
to bear with terrible effect. Of course their fire was soon silenced. 
The scars upon the boat is evidence of its severity. 

Our casualties were marvelously few, considering our exposed posi¬ 
tion. Only 3 imm were wounded, and none of them seriously—1 soldier 
and 2 sailors. We cleared a jjassage for ourselves out of the river, at 
each turn firing shell and canister into the thick hushes upon the shore 
and sending an occasional shell back into the woods from Oaptain Hol¬ 
combes 20-pounder Parrott. We were not fired op again, but could 
frequently see armed lilte retreating into the woods. 

Monday, the 28th, was spent in taking in coal, &c. 

Tuesday, tho 29th, we crossed the lake, and by one of the bayous 
went some distance into the country. Eeports of guerrillas we found 
everywhere, but nouc showed themselves. 

Failing to induc(^ them to meet us anywhere on the lake shore, and 
liearing of some farlliev east, on the 30th we went up Pearl Eiver, as 
far as Pcarlington. Wo found the people in great destitution and 
beset by ])lunderers on every side. A company was sent back into the 
country, bat found no enemy. 

Hearing that a small party were prowling about Pass Christian, Miss., 
on th<‘ 31st we sailed uj) the Bay of Saint Louis, and landed about day- 
lighli oj)posit<b the town, hoimig to capture a thicket stationed there by 
a])])roa<iIiing them from the rear. They had, however, i)erceive(l the 
appr<)ii(*h of our boat. Wc found tho i)lace deserted by nearly all its 
]>o])iiIation, wlio, as from otlier towns wc visited, are Hying daily by 
boat loads to escape impressment into the Confederate service, lliey 
ar<‘- destitute of the necessaries of life, being dependent eiitir<‘ly upon 
the small amounts smuggled from Mobile. 

We afterward visit(»(l ISliieldsborough, where wc found the same state 
of things (exist ing. Here outrages too gross for description have beei’ 
r(‘e(uitly rated by guerrillas, who find apologists among the most 

])r()inin(Mit citizens of the ])laco. 

On August 1 we visited Louiwsburg. All the docks and landings al 
tins j)lac(*, aiid ai Mandeville, 2 miles distant, were burned by a part.> 
of gu<‘rrillas soim^ two weeks since. It will cost many thousands o 
dolhus to r(d)uild Ihein. A coini)any was landed in small b(ULls am 
iiMrcluMl back into woods, where till reeeiit ly has been one of tliei 
camps. Tli(‘y found it descried, as about this region too there wa 
Tfolhing hdt lo iilumlei*. 

i hen l■ 4 •,vi^ile(l tin* Tcliefuiicta as far as Madisonvillt*. The pieke 
whwU has Ixmm) stationed there has been removed. town >mus d( 

and nearly <*very public and private building clo.M'd 

I)<‘-pairing of iindiiig an <*iiemy wlio \\()uld stand tii(‘ nitliin the (di 
<Mii( dc-.agnated for our ex])cditi<)n wo themu^ ridurmxl (o ('ani]). W 
hr.js'd \arious repiuLs at. different places of th(‘ loss on tin ]-:irt of th 
guci i ilia", trom om* <‘ng,agc;neut on Sunday. Thai whirli S(‘4‘m(‘d 1 
<*one‘ mo-^l din«-l and lo he most r<diabh* was (lie admission of V Idllec 
4 our nuu',lo^lr\ and e;'.i-iler shots and 3 from tin* <\\i)k)sion of 
shell in tho woods at a di.danee. i give it no great credit. 
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JULY 25-AUGUST 2, 1862.—Expedition to Lake Pontchartrahi, Pass Man- 
chac, and np the Tchefuncta and Pearl Eivers, La., with skirmishes. 

Ilepoy^t of JIaJ, Franl: IL PecJc^ Twvlfth Pomurftvut ht/antrif^ rommand- 

in(j vximlitlon, 

('AMP FAKAPI.T, (’AKlMU.I/roN, lj\., 

Au(nt,st iscii. 

Sir: The exi)e<liti<m In of Anl\ ii.>, iVoin 

quarttT.s of this <lepai*tni(*tit on ol .Vn-^ust. I have to 

submit the following' n‘])ort of cmr operations; 

On the evenin^^ ofJuIy -o, NNiib hve eompaiiie. <»r the Twt^lfth 
meiit ('onn(*etieut Volunf(‘ers ami a se<‘tit>n <»f ('apt. 1*. 10. nol<*omirs 
Seviomi Vermont UatttUA, I emi>arke<i on lM>ai*iI tin* boat <lro\ Oloiul, 
c'oininanded b> Lientiuiant Ibiehanan, W S. \a\>. W’e left tin* wiijii-f 
about midnight and arri\ed at Fas^. Manelme mmui alterda.\ ii;;Iit on tlu^ 
niornin^^ of the lidth. As approaelied lln* luidae (’aptain lioleonib 
Hud Ibrwanl a shell from hi.s Sa\v\er j»uu. v hu-h had l lie elVeet to draw 
from on(M>f the houses a i<bel -^ei^ut, who nnmedjatt I\ ran MpliuM’ail- 
road in the diieetion <»f ('amp Moore, lie \\a^ fiieil ai'ter, and, as soon 
as a s<{nad of in<‘n eo!d<l In* hinded, wa-. pui'•ned aeio^> tin* island to 
th(* North Fa.ss, when* lie pliinued into the Me.ini and <*a*a]H‘d. \V(‘ (‘x- 

ainim*d the buddings, and bmmi the mn ia*t and eijuipineiil s of tin* sol¬ 
dier, bnnivs, parts <>f unilbim', ami oiIm i < \id»*nM‘ oi leeent military 
o(*eui>ation. As the plae«* u a> e\ identh U'< d aN a n ia|e/\ ous for spi<‘s 
and seonts I din^cded it all to i)e bnim d. 1 lie pai \ ol the bi m»vlh 
of tin* draw luui l»een i>re\ am )\ de^inniil. \\ < luiinetl the ieiij;iin<hT. 
I am aware of no'Idii'i remainnei at I\i‘ Manrij.ie nnae <ManbiKlibh* 
than railroafi iron ami watt i vuaL< d pii« . 

In tin* Iatt(‘r pait of the (t i\ we went npuie Neuh T.i s, wlonewt* 
found that a he!iinnin'.t had bn n mad< t»>w. ni i« painn** iln* brid; 4 (‘. 
\V(^ burned this aNn. 

On tin* -Till we *aihd Ui> tin 'I’j'le luia i IbvM. When o[)posi(<^ 
Ma<iison\ ili<‘W4'w en* tiled upiin lu i lo mu ji !a | 1 rt l • I lem d (In I't*. 
We Iespoinled v it h a shot I.<uii oi ♦ nt in » ’ j 'U ah i » oi i he 1 >o.e, ^'cih 
thionah tin* aieet liom v hn ii tln'liti'. < e> I lU i ueai < l\ no"e of 
OUJ’ jiai ’ ei'(‘ 1 1 nek, t lioii tj a I Ml' » ' *a » e 11 M e »bl \ Ilea I t o a 

^ronp el a .1 lid ' '4 U, loii * 1 e } m, . d < i 

At a peinl about mih !»• 1" < o i i o <i i i t.ila i pio-^^ie'' wa-^ 

obst I m M d b\ f in e<* iinle a ui' ". i . •' t mi i • . t • n ii ^ ha \ e btaui 

r<*e(*ntl\ Hime.Ml. .Vl tn - j*« i i 'a ni la a* »l lli(‘ Mmiidla 

piekei ami t lie 1< III 4 r ol 1 .. I l | h O i «* I , 1 I' d 11 eet loll not 

f.ir fuMii im. W I' laudMl In < . 'at 4 h* I <* < . i > ' < )u oiii w a\ 

W(* ieai neil that » \ < i al b i la I . < U . • o n a > * i ,, h. d p is < d lUM i 

ns alt er our laminri. w It h 11 e r *♦ t.i ».i' « l « -n' i i at ouii point 
to tiieet 11 ''. 'fin ad\.iie i i i '« f .o m « a • •>, i miintiMl 
ami .iinn‘ibaml Im d I'pon ila i i • * .« '« d, itii < li 'o 

Mn \ could not I el 1, e \ ( « 1 1 ! i !i ‘ o' c • . > t * i o t ' li< i i boi 'O > w ii e 

w I timded. 

\\ e (Mil led t he nat a»li 1 1 ll 1 . i . Ii ‘ r i .. .pal »« » { ol ( lie < it \ . 

White tla'^> v.eie liiiii • lioin m.ai u tin . « .atdi.lioM 'il.d 

upon im to ie(|Ue''t 1 hat lai i. •• n . ' ■ nt lt« . i n l >. l 'a « .o aui 

ol an\ lait I ai4e. '.in h a * 1 In i ]»i« •> i • tc • j* ' i » h 1 i ioon to < ’ o *ci 

Of < oiii VI* no llbci t n el 1 t .1.1 a i I »» » i • ! < * ♦ la «‘ ’ t ie n - * 

in a i u e siioi 11 \ I et 11 ! in d * o o.a bt» . m o i o n I. ' *• . < 11 i a 

^ I»»»w.a l.\ ill M "i 4 t I i' I .t '.Ml ij'4 on tin h ink » 
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Chap, xxvrr.] EXPEDITION TO LAKE PONTCHRETRAIN. 

of the river below to oppose our passage to the lake. I regret i 
rcj)ort that during this march 2 men fell from sun-stroke and die 
before night. 

As the boat was about leaving we were surprised with a volley < 
musketry from the thick bushes which cover the river banks. Oi 
men immediately sprang to their arms and returned the fire with stead 
ness and spirit. Captain Holcomb almost instantly sent a charge < 
canister after them, and Lieutenant Buchanan brought his 32-pounde: 
to bear with terrible eftect. Of course their fire was soon silence^ 
The scars upon the boat is evidence of its severity. 

Our casualties were marvelously few, considering our exposed pos 
tiou. Only 3 men were wounded, and none of them seriously—1 soldii 
and 2 sailors. We cleared a passage for ourselves out of the river, i 
each turn firing shell and canister into the thick bushes upon the shoi 
and sending an occasional shell back into the woods from Captain He 
comb’s 20-pounder Parrott. We were not fired oji again, but coul 
frequently see armed ifFto retreating into the woods. 

Monday, the 28th, was spent in taking in coal, &c. 

Tuesday, the 29th, we crossed the lake, and by one of the bayoi 
w(nit some distance into the country. Eeports of guerrillas we four 
everywhere, but none showed themselves. 

Failing to induce them to meet us anywhere on the lake shore, ar 
hearing of some farther east, on the 30lh we went up Pearl Eiver, j 
far as Pearlingtoii, We found the people in great destitution ai 
beset by i)luuderers on every side. A company was sent back into tl 
country, but found no enemy. 

Hearing that a small party were prowling about Pass Christian, Miss 
on th(» 31st wo sailed up the Bay of Saint Louis, and landed about da. 
light opposite the town, hoping to capture a picket stationed there I 
ai>])roachiug them from the rear. They had, however, perceived tl 
api)i’ou<*]i of our boat. We found the ifiace deserted by nearly all i 
])()]>iilation, who, as from other towns we visited, are fiying daily I 
boat loads to escape impressment into the Confederate service, 'fhe 
aT*<‘ destitute of tlic necessaries of life, being dependent entirely upc 
th<^ small ainouuls smuggled from Mobile. 

\V(^ afterward visited Hhieldsborough, where we found the same sta 
of things existing. Here outrages too gross for descriinion have be( 
re< 5 ently perpidrated by guerrillas, who find apologists among the ino 
]>]-oniinent cilizens of the place. 

On August 1 we visited Louisburg. All the docks and landings 
(his i)laee, and at Mandeville, 2 miles distant, were burned by a par 
of guerrillas soim' two weeks since. It will cost many thousands 
dullais to rebuild ihem. A company was landed in small boats ai 
nmirhed back into the woods, where till recently has been one of the 
cui\\is, TlM‘y ibnnd it descited, as about this region too there w 
nothing lelt to ])hin(ler. 

W<‘ 1 heu le visited the Tchcfuncta as far as Madisonville. The pick 
vhieh has lu^eii stationed there has been removed. Tlie town vas (1 
^'-erled, and tji^arly oveiy public* tmd private huildiiig olos( i\. 

De^paiiiii.g of ihuling an euciiiy who would stand lire the c 

«le-agnjited for our expedition we thence returned to eatnp. T 
hoard various reports at difi'ereut places of tlie loss on the part of t 
guoniilas lf<un our (‘ugag^'nient on Sunday. Tiiat whirii seemed 
eoiho mo<il din‘‘I and ll» be nrost reliable was the adini.'-hioii m 7 Idlle 
4 b.> oui' nmaLelr\ and e-.ister ^huts and 3 from the explofuou of 
shell iu the woods at a difcdanco. 1 give it no great credit. 
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Certain prominent facte attracted our attont ion at each place we visited 
l^^rhaps the moHt noticeable wa« the ut ter <l<‘rttitution of the people. In 
many jdacies floiu* hud not been .s<*eii lor nioiillm, the poorer classes*sub- 
almoKt entirely upon the meanewt <iuality of com meal. Another 
was th<‘ odiousness of the conserint law ami the means exnployed to en- 
Ibree it, as if, after bein^ rtidueed to a state of destitution tliroim^ ^be 
ag(*ncy of organized bands of outlaws, men at last might be induced to 
t‘nt<u‘ tin* rebel servuHJ to eseaiMH the allernutivo of starvation. We met 
large numbers 11,\ ing to the protection of the Ked<u*al Army, and at each 
l>Iae(‘ visite<l by us, without exception, wo wovo b(*sought by inou and 
women for i)assage to Sow Oileans. At several pla(*<*s we w(‘re asked 
to leave troops for their piottrtioii against their j^rofessed friends. 

Though the tangible results of otir ex|K‘(lition may seem small I have 
no doubts of its gotsl etleet. For more than a week w^e have hunted 
gmurillas at every point where we could hear of tl»em. ]N<‘arly every 
<lay we have iinitexl tlti*m to a fair iuigageinent distant from our sup- 
])t)rt. On each o<Tasion w'c obtaiiuHl only dissolv ing views of tlieui. 
Authorized and cominissionHl a.s they arc, tliey are actuated by no 
motiv<‘. but plunder. The> light only frtan ambuscade, and war imlis- 
(‘l iminately upon friend and foe. The condnt't oftdlieers and men dur¬ 
ing tin* wiioi«* e.\pe<Iiti< n has been most creditable, 

1 am <*speciall,\ iudeiued to Faptain HoIeoni!», w ho^e large <*xperien<ie 

in serviee ol* ihi.'** charaeter lia*t been of gieat a^sistama* to me. Lieu- 

lenanl Ibn'hanan was untiring in his efiert.s f*» jiromote the comfort of 
the men while on Iwiaid In'*, boat. X\n eoniiin*m up<m his bearing in 
action would be supcrllnoiis. 

1 have the honor to be, \ery ies]»e<*tfillip, vour oliedient servant, 

FltA.NK 11. I>H(Ms 

Major TtvtUUi livtjimvnt ('turn, i o/s., Vonuhf, Eximlition. 

(.'apt. lb S. Dwis, 

Avtiitij Ai>sishiiit Adjutant tttn( 4 af, /t///. o/!'//(• itulf. 


AUGUST 7-10, 1862.-RccounujssanccN tnuii P<‘nMLi(0a to Bagdad and 

MiK -a. Fla. 

Reports of ('apt, Alejandt r V. f . ,s. A rmtj, vommandiufj expe¬ 

dition. 

Fl \ * »l *1, I I \ ., I / 11, p 

SiK; 1 iiaV(‘ tiie hon«*i lit 11 p<n i i inl, in <n h <in*in*i* (<> m <n i.s j< eri\ <•(! 

from (IioM* Iie.Hl<|Uat lei m\N(-T I li.ml i. ! i i* ih [*! {.•f \mI h I In* l(»l 
lowing <‘oininantI, \./: A-^t. Niii •. I». \\ i, < . INIm . 1 . S. 
and Lieut. .1. .srlm.Jei t'm <e . , \r Ih . n . ’.h* de in 

tin* eem'i.il cfMni.i.nMliii',. .ind < .njj. i n, v . ed ii, . i jIt ib-^niienl 
New \ (»i !^ \ ol lint e« I s. 1 u<* nlln t*j oi ; n » < om |»i n i* - pr<* ><'ii 1 v, ei e 

( .jptain burgees, I iisi Lien(« ii.int 1. Mi iin, ,, id iSiiM-oiid Ln'uleii.mt 

Matln*\\.>, iii' < ’oinpnnv I'i In . (■(•nip in,, a j k ^( nied 71 « nli ^ed mk n.) 
( ompany b was eonnnanded !i\ (’.ipi mu In n low. iii jiinioi olla <‘r 
w’'as hirst Li(*ut*‘nant \bin‘jfi**.son. (Si\t\-niin* eiilisled men ol' I his 
com]>an\ reiiorled Na* dnl\.} 

At S oeioek on 1 )m* e\ening of liie 7lh in^l.int W(‘lell the dock and 
pnsceedi'd up i! ♦* 1 m\ f,, v.iPi (| .iln*in *j nn » . ol’ IIk* lown of bagdad, 
w hieli j > di.it.ml ti (>nM'i'. )d.n f omt '.link . I lere w <* remained imf il 



CiiAr. XXVII.] 


127 


EECONNAISSANCES, ETC. 
•• ' 


3.30 o’clock on the following morning, when we weighed anchor and 
steamed to a point known as Hunt’s Mill, where I communicated with 
a Union man on shore, and from him ascertained the disposition of the 
enemy whom I was anxious to meet. This friend also told me where I 
would be likely to capture a large quantity of valuable naval stores, 
and, among other articles, the sails and rigging of a rebel gunboat. 

After this short delay we started for the town of Milton, where I 
reconuoiteftd for the enemy, and at the same^ time explored for the 
hidden stores, which I determined to take on my return trip. I next 
carefully sailed up the Blackwater Eiver to the head of navigation 
and to a place called Union Hill, where I received on board the steamer 
four known Union families,*and employed my men in removing to our 
boat all their valuable furniture and other effects. These people were 
delighted to escape the tyranny of their oppressors, and now, for the 
first time in months, felt safe. It was with considerable difficulty that 
the steamer could be turned in the river: but the pilot proved faithful 
to his charge and soon brought us baci to Milton, where we landed, 
and there removed several thousand dollars’ worth of naval stores 
(stolen from this navy-yard) to our steamer. It was here that I found 
some furniture, which I am well assured belonged to a notorious rebel. 
This furniture has since been turned over to the provost-marshal oi 
Pensacola, as well as all other captured property. In the town of Mil- 
ton 1 found a lot of planed and grooved lumber, which is needed by our 
ibi ces, and this also was transferred to the boat. 

Having given the enemy ample opportunity to attack my forces 
and accomplished my object I returned to Bagdad, where I landed, 
and received on board a large quantity of furniture, &C .5 belonging to 
sonic Union men, who with your permission accompanied me. The 
instructions I had received having been accomplished, I started for 
and arrived at this town on the morning of the 9 th. We saw none of 
lh('/ reb(d troops, though we have every reason to believe that while in 
T\J ill on 00 or 70 cavalry were in the vicinity. 

Tlic banks of the Blackwater Eiver are peculiarly fitted for the ac- 
tioi! of sharpshooters and light artillery, and it appears to me strange 
lhat llio enemy does not take advantage of this circumstance. 

The valuable saw-mills once so numerous in this section of the coun¬ 
try have been burned, as have millions of feet of yellow pine and oak 


lninb(U'. , , . I -Ti , 

I would here state that 2 oflicers aud 8 men, belonging to Porter’s 
mortar fleet, accompanied me, in order to procure some needed ship- 
tiialan*, and their mission was successful. ^ r\ \ ^ 1 

The <U‘taclimeut of 10 regular soldiers, under Lieutenant Crosby, had 
(*haig(^ oi’our only ])iece of*artillery, aud were ready at any moment to 
oiMMi on 1 lie enemy. 

in conclusion allow m<‘ to say that both ofheers and men vere anx 
i(His iUKl vrtKlv lor iiiiy dnty, aud tliey fidl.\ t-.u-ie uj) lo u.y oxpocta- 
lions All 1 li'avo to iv-iet is lluil llioy did iiol lia\f tlie oi>i)omiuity 
loini’cl, Ibo ivbcls, ulion I led satisfied that tlie> ANuuld lia\e proved 
tlieiiiscdves worthy of the eonlideiice jdaced m them. 

i aui, sir, very resp('cttully, your obedumt jp^j^Y 

Caplnin, U. ii. Armp, Commanding Hxpedition. 


(laid. CnAULiost’. Dwictni', 

AHnislant Adjutant-General^ remacola, £la, 
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Pensacola, Fla., A7tgitst 13,1802. 
Sir : I have the honor to rejiort that, in obedience to orders received 


VJa|>Tj. tJOllli X>. IIIV J.IVII, (A.LIKL 

First Lient. W. L. Ilcrwertli. (This coiupaii.v represented 05 enlisted 
inc!iO Ooinpunv K was eoiumanded by Oapt. H. S. Ilnlbert, First 
Lieut. H. L. Evans, and Kecond Lieut. S. Brownell. (One hundred 
men of this company reported for duty.) 

At r>30p. ui. on theOth instant we. left the middle wharf and pro¬ 
ceeded up the bay to Bagdsnl, a town situati'd on the rifiht bank of 
Blackwater Itiver^ and distant from this place some 28 miles. At this 
nlaco J tied u]> the steamer, poHte<l the necessary guards, and took 20 
men and recomioit<‘red and <-xplore<l the suburbs of the town, where I 
was informed I would llnd a large (luuntityof naval stores that had 
been hidden by some rebels engaged to build a gunboat. 1 searched 
the town thuroughlv and fouml but few stores. The.se 1 put on board 
and directed the men to rc'st until ilaylight, swn after which I steamed 
no to Milton, distant from theie about 2 mlh's. At this place I ob¬ 
tained tlie light lioii.se clock, which had been stoU-n at tlio outbreak of 
the rcbcllioiriioin the light bouse at this jtlacc; also a few stori-s, with 
some hliil) lumber and a quantity of wrought iron, all of which 1 put on 
hoard of the stcaiocr. 1 also had cousidi-rublc funiitiue put on board 
that bclongcil and has since been turned over to Union families, brought 
to this place b.\ tin- last c\pc<litiou under my eoiniiiand; after which 1 
diieeted the e;ipl.iin of the s(eam<‘r to blow the .'•teamer’s whistle, which 
was the signal lur all to retuin to the boat. MI returned in the eour.se 
of one hoar or tlu-reabonts eveepi 1 man. Private Uhaiies O/ier, of 
(lonipaiiv 11. Niialv tn.d New York Vuliinleeis. Having wailed as 
l(»n<'' a.s i ilion'ilil i>'io|er, 1 .steamed up and letiinuMl to i’.agdad. At 
this ttoinl 1 pat on lioaid a qiiantit.v ol Ininiture, ;> cows and <-alves, 2 
l-ir >e anelioi.s, ; nd 1 l.ii-o- c.ible chain, the i>iopert,\ of known Union 
liien. .Mter li.iv u'i two lioiii.s at tlii.s place, hoping Unit the man 

left at Milton wimld leioiii this <-ominaiid and linding that he did not, 
I Malted fui Hum's Mdl, where I .siopp.d .uni had carried on hoard 
some re ei.ids ol puie v.ood.nmeh n< <'deti her<-. Hav ing e()mpl(‘ted iny 
in.stiiietions 1 tt lined up .uni letiuneil to tins place, where J arrived 
at alioiil fl.itl o'l I. fk on the cening of the loth in.stanl 
.stoH'.-i . * : 

i'lve hives !'• imdi la.ids, 100 jmiind.s; 1 light bon.-e clock; l,0tl0 
poninl- of lod iieo: 1 ‘'in •! tone; It.ooo leei deck plaid.s; 1 jdattoim 
.scale; 2 ha.v .-eah ; 0 iimII eiirnl.u s,|\^s•. ;• s«.t.s i.ips ,ind diis; .S 
'i.'.ih-n el.-.iei scmvv ; ' le >up .o "c-; ■ iiq.ei 
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Chap. XXYH.] EVACUATION OF BATON EOUOE, LA. 129 

ATJQUST 10, 1862.—Affair at Bayou Sara, La. 

Report of Brig. Gen. 0. N. Rowley^ Louisiana Militia^ commandiing Sixth 
Brigade Louisiana Militia. 

Hdqes. Sixth Beioade Louisiana Militia, 

Boint Coupee., La.., August 11, 1862. 
Geneeal; Yesterday the enemy’s iron-clad gunboat Essex came to 
Bayon Sara early and anchored near the shore, where she now lies (4 
p. m.). About 5 p. m. yesterday also came a transport, which is still at 
‘ Bayon Sara. On arriving the gunboat threw some shells into the lower 
part of Bayou Sara, and when she saw the transport coming up she 
shelled the road and fields on this side the river. The transport then 
came to the ferry, landing on this side, and took on board a quantity of 
sugar lying there to be carried across to Bayou Sara. They compelled 
the negroes of Bemis and Ool. Stephen Yan Wickle to roll the sugar 
on board, while 100 armed men stood guard over them. They notified 
Mr. Gill to have his hands ready to put another lot on board which 
was lying three-quarters of a mile above, but they left this side before 
it was accomplished, the whole or larger part being on this bank this 
morning. There was a large quantity of sugar at the railroad depot 
in Bayou Sara, which we hear they seized, but cannot say whether 
they have it on board. 

Having no adequate force yet collected, and those we have out being 
15 miles below here, and the company of Bangers of Captain Thompson 
being either at the Atchafalaya, 45 miles above, or gone to Opelousas, 
we could do nothing to prevent these marauders from executing their 
plans. However, Colonel [F. H.] Farrar had guards out all night on every 
road to cut oft* any stragglers and prevent the negroes and others from 
having access to Ihe enemy. I also wrote to Captain Thompson, and 
sent a Rjiecial bearer, requesting him to return to this neighborhood, 
where our militia might co-operate with him and prevent any small 
parties from prowling about and restrain their plunderings. 

We cannot form an opinion whether they have merely come a 
thieving errand or will be stationedpermanently at Bayou Sara. 
ffot 400 or 500 hogsheads of sugar, I think, here and at Bayou Sara, 
wlii<*h belongs almost entirely to speculators. They also arrested and 
took on board two or three persons who have been engaged m crossing 
sugar. 1 believe they hold them prisoners stilL 

Brigadier-General, Comdg. Sixth Brigade Louisiana [Militia]. 

Maj. Gen. J. L. Lewis, Commanding Louisiana Mihtia. 


AUGUST 20-21, 1862.—Skirmish at and evacuation of Baton Bonge, La. 
No. l.-Brig. Gon. Dauiel Ruggles, C. S. Army. 

No. 2.—Maj. J. Do Biiun, Ninth Louisiana Battalion Parti^au Rang . 

No. ‘.5.—J. A. Do Russy, Provisional Mayor. 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel Buggies, 0. S. Army. 

Port Hudson, August 23,1862. 

Our scouts drove in the enemy’s pickets at Baton Kouge on the 20th 
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ind captured some 20 beeves and 40 horses. The gunboats shelled 
'ariously. 

The town was evacuated by the enemy on the 21st. Tlie Essex and 
N’o. 7 remain before it. I expect to be in possession this morning. 

DANIEL liUGGLKB, 

Brigadier- OeneraL 

Ms^jor-General Van Dobn, JacJcsonj Miss. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Maj. J. Be Baun^ Ninth Louisiana Battalion Partisan Rangers. 

Camp Puatt, August 21, J802. 

SiB: I have to report that on yesterday morning I drove in the Fed¬ 
eral pickets and caused a general stampede of the forces in Baton 
Rouge, who, with tlui ex(:(*ptiou of those in the baiTaoks, fled to the 
gunboats. They fln*d upon me with one company and afterward tlitdr 
gunboats shelled me for two hours, it is i^eported that kilh*d 1 
woman and /> childnui and 1 negro woman. This I do not know of uiy 
own knowledge. 1 ttaptured 2.3 head of eattle from their H!aughter-]M*n; 
1 drove all the horses they hiwi down to Binrs field and 33 down us I’ar 
as Seth David’s—a part of which I now have*. 

The Kederals have released all the convicts fnun the penilentiary. 
All the negroes that were in the penitentiary have been uniformed ami 
ai'incMl. This information regarrling the penitentiary I have received 
from a convict who is now in my camp. 

Itespect fully, 

el. I)K BAlIN, 

Major^ Commanding PurtUun Pangers. 
Brigadier-G(*neral KuoaLKS. 


Ga'^ip NKAit Baton IbuujM, 

Avguht 22, lSi;2. 


Slit: I hav«‘to iidbrm yon that tin* (‘noiny hav(‘ (‘vaniated Baton 
Bongo, and 1 Ih‘ gnii)>onts IC.s.sox ami No. 7 aio l\ing in lnnil ot thotown. 
Tli<*> <h‘(‘Ian* I hat if u o <*rit<*r tin* toenthe.^ will sh<‘ll it. I lia\<*.'>rnt in 
messenger for (he vsornen ,nid <'liil(in*n to come out. 

Very resi)eetl‘ull\, \e., 

d. Di: BATN, 

Mdjor^ Ctnnmanding Partisan Rangers. 


Brigadier General lUrcioMiS. 


No. 3. 

Report of rL .1. Pr Prorisional J/uyor. 

lUioN lUiViil., August IS(;2. 

Slli: On t he iiM)rning of tin* 22<l in''tant, I he da> alter t b** < \ a<*n.it ion 
’ ^ 1 1*** .'O jy,*n , (U’ (he ei(\ til Baton lioilge 
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convened in public nieetinf? at the residence of William S. Pike, esq.j 
and organized by calling Mr. J. A. l)e Pussy to the chair and appoint¬ 
ing Mr. rJoseph Larguier as secretary. 

On motion, duly seconded and unanimously adopted, a committee o£ 
three citizens was appointed by the chairman to wait upon the com¬ 
mander of the United States gunboat lying in front of Baton Rouge^. 
with instructions to inquire his intentions in relation to the shelling or 
otherwise destroying or damaging the city or molesting its citizens. 

The committee was composed of Messrs. William 8. Pike, H. Harty 
and William I). Phillips, who immediately proceeded on their mission,, 
and returning, reported that Captain Caldwell, commanding the U. 8. 
gunboat No. 7, after rospectftilly listening to the subject matter with^ 
which they were charged, answered that the citizens of Baton Eouge^ 
and their families could rest secure within their homes j that not a shot 
should be llrt^.d on the town; but, on the contrary, to invite the fam¬ 
ilies who had loft to return to their homes and resume their usual 
avociitions. Further, that no boat should be sent from their vessel or 
vessids without the authority of the city authorities first being had for 
that ])urpose. 

I'hese assurances were given with a condition that the Confederate 
Army, ilwii understood to be in the neighborhood, should not enter 
and hold military tmssesaion of the city in the view of fortifying the 
same, or any demonstrations of a hostile nature against his forces. 

At llici same' imnding committees were appointed to call upon the 
coininaiKUTs of the two detachments of your army marching on this 
city and explain the n^sult of the visit to Captain Caldwell, and asking 
if within the line of their <luty to halt their respective commands beyond 
tln^ (U)rporate limits of city. 

On th(‘ aft(‘nioon ol the same day another inecting was hold, at which 
the Ibllowing gtmtlemon wore elected provisionally as mayor and board 
of sele<jtin(‘n, viz: J. A. I)e Hussy, mayor; William 8. Pike, JosephLar- 
gnier, (1. Otisman, li, H. Burke, 8. M. Hart, and N. K. Knox as select- 
m<Mi. 

The council m(‘t at 4 o'clock p. m. and appointed Captain llaydcn as 
ehi(‘f of p(di<H‘, with authority (j(untly with the mayor) to appoint as 
many subordinate's us in tlieir jiidgnauit might be required for tlio elh- 
cicuit p()li<‘<‘ of tli<‘ <*ity. 

It was also n»s<)lv(*(l that the said authority be required forthwith to 
I)roccc<l to tin* <'l<*aring ol* nil rubbish ami impediments within the cor¬ 
porate limits, ami tin* hctt(‘rto carry this orde.r intoellect he bo author- 
iz<‘(i to call upon oun<*is of all shums wiihin tlio city and in the neigh¬ 
borhood to assist in said work. 

All of which is n‘siK‘c,tfuIIy submitted. 

J. A. De JtUS8Y, 

Croviftional J\lai/or City of Baton Rouge, 

■ J. JjAHGUlKIi, 

Secretary. 

General RucafLKS, (U)mdg, Coufid, Forcca in Baton Rouge. 


AUGUST 23, 1862.—Affair at Bayou Sara, La. 

Report of II. (J. Whiteman. 

BA'S on Sara, Avgust 24, 18G2—10 a. m. 
Rtt' . TliiMninbont Bssexaml a transport arrived licro last night; fired 
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different points between us and Boutte Station. I dispatched Major 
Dillingham to Carrollton immediately after the accident, with orders 
to communicate with General Butler relative to our situation and with 
regard to our probable inability to co-operate with Colonel McMillan. 
Had I disembarked and attempted tcf march to Boutte I should have 
been obliged to have gone out to the river and made a distance of 17 
miles and could not have reached there until evening. I believed I 
could reach that point earlier by returning and going by boat up the 
river. 

The total casualties of the two days are as follows: Killed, 9; wounded, 
27; missing, 155. One 12-pounder howitzer and two Ellsworth guns, 
after being rendered useless by throwing portions of them into the river, 
fell into the hands of the enemy. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STBPHENT THOMAS, 
Colonel EigMh Regiment Vermont Volunteers* 

Capt. E, S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjuta/nt-Oeneral^ D^artment of the Gulf 


SEPTEMBER 7-8,1862.—Expedition from Carrollton to vicinity of Saint 
Charles Conrt-Honse, La., and skirmish. 

No. 1.—Col. James W. McMillan, Twenty-first Indiana Infantry, 

No. 2.—Maj. Frederick Frye, Ninth Connecticut Infantry. 

m. 1 . 

B^ort of Col James W. McMillan, Twenty-first Indiana Infantry. 

Department of the Gulf, 

Camp Carrollton, La,, September 9, 1862. 

Sir; In obedience to an order received from Major-General Butler, 
commanding the department, dated September 7,1 took the Twenty- 
first Indiana Eegimeut and battery and the Fourth Wisconsin Regi¬ 
ment, of Col. H. E. Paine’s brigade, and proceeded up the Mississippi 
River about 15 miles, where I learned there was a considerable force of 
rebels on the west bank about 20 miles above the city. As the enemy’s 
position led me to believe they could be captured, I at once returned 
to the city and gave the commanding general what information I could 
get. 

navinff discussed and agreed upon a plan of operations, I was again, 
on the 8th instant, ordered up the river with the same command; also 
one section of Thompson’s battery. Colonel Paine in command of the 
Fourteenth Maine and Mnth Connecticut Eegiments and two sections 
of Thompson’s battery. When near the place the rebels were last re- 
ported I went ashore and learned they had. gone up the river. Colonel 
Paine having landed his regiment 2 or 3 miles above, I at once resolved 
to go yet higher up the river and cut off the rebels. When about 5 
miles above Saint Charles Oourt-House I again touched shore, and fin^ 
ing 1 was above the rebels I at once commenced landing my force. 1 
ordered Captain Roy, with five companies of the Twenty first Indiana 
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Volunteers, to move back to the timber or edge of the swamp to cut off 
the rebels if Colonel Paine should drive them up the river, and followed 
with the other force as rapidly as possible to laud. When about 1J 
miles back from the river I found a good road, running parallel with 
the river, made for the sole use *of the rebel forces in their guerrilla 
raids along the river, the cane hiding them completely from the river, 
I posted a small force on each side of the rebel road, masked by tall 
weeds on the bank of one of the many ditches running from the river to 
the swamp, and sent the Fourth Wisconsin Eegiment and three guns of 
the Indiana battery to the“ support of Captain Eoy, who had discovered 
the rebels in the edge of the swamp, but cut oft* from going up tbe river. 
Soon after posting the force on the rebel by-road a large body of them 


approached to within three'fourths of a mile of the force on the road, 
then temporarily under command of Captain McLaflin, when one of my 
men, who had been ordered back by Captain Eoy, was discovered by 
them, and 3 of the ragged villains started at full speed to capture oV 
kill him. When within 30 paces of Captain McLaflin my man dropped 
to the ground, and in an instant Captain McLaflin^s command had 
killed and wounded the 3 rash rebels, killing 1 horse and capturing the 
other 2. As soon as the main body saw their rash comrades fall they 
stopped, and turned and fled through the cane toward the swamp, where 
they were again foiled by Captain Eoy^s command. 

Having gotten all the artillery landed, I posted the two 12-pounder 
howitzers of Thompson's battery on the rebel road, supported by a por¬ 
tion of the Twenty-first Indiana and Fourth Wisconsin Volunteers, tlio 
main force being near the swamp where the rebels were ambushed. I 
ordered the Indiana battery into position and shelled the weeds ihv a 
few moments, when the rebels broke out of their weedy ambush nml ran 
to the swamp, covered by heavy timber. When I* found they were 
gone into the swamp I advanced my guns (having ordered up Lieuten¬ 
ant Hartley, with one of his howitzers) as far as the ground would 
permit and shelled the border of the woods for a sliort time^ but soon 
becoming satisfied the rebels had taken to the vswamj>, I ordered live 
companies of the Twenty-first Indiana, under Captain Eov, and live 
companies of the Fourth Wisconsin, all under comuiand of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bean, of the Fourth Wisconsin, to Ibllow them into the swamp. 
They followed tbe horse-tracks until they luuiid the horses, to the num¬ 
ber of 300 or 350, belly-deep in mud and water, tied to tlie trees, and 
deserted by their riders. They came up with, shot, and captured sev¬ 
eral of the rebels, but they were scattered so much that j)ursuit soon 
appeared useless, and, after getting 200 of their liorses, Lieuteiiaiit- 
Oolonel Bean prudently left the pursuit of the rebels and ivturned to 
solid gi’ound once more, with his men tired and imuldv, many of the 
men and ofiicers having been to their waists in mud an(l\vat(‘r.' I tium 
returned to the boats, satisfied the only chance left the rebels for es¬ 
cape was up the river, and that, by sending a force above, I could cap¬ 
ture them. In the mean time Colonel Paine, finding tl)(‘ emmiv w(to 
above him, Imd moved up to where I had landed. At my sugg(‘sli()n 
he took the Fonrtoeiith Maine Eegiment and went up tlu^ iiv(n* about 
10 or 11 mi es, to a point where it was said the rebels had left ou(‘ com- 
pany and all their stores and camp equiimge. When ] got the cap- 
of the transports I found Uiat I could not possi- 

r frrnPf ^ ^ therefore i-esolved to ret urn to 

Carrollton, leave the horses, and return again by sunrise of to-dav 
Having ordered the Ninth Connecticut Eegiment to join Colonel Paine 
I came down, arnviDjj about 7 p. ni. Lelt tbo captured liorsk, ami; 
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with 250 men. from each (the Twenty-first Indiana and Fourth Wis¬ 
consin Eegiments), returned to explore the swamp again for horses. 
1 brought down about 50 to-day and killed a large number that were 
totally unable to get out of the swamp. The rebels proved to be Colonel 
[E.] Waller’s Texas Cavalry. We captured over 50 prisoners, including 
several comiuissioned officers. We found but 2 dead and 3 wounded, 
but the x>risonei*s our shell and canister killed and wounded several 
in the swamp. WjFcaptured about 300 horses and saddles, 2 rebel flags, 
1 French flag, shot-guns, pistols, and, indeed, nearly everything they 
had with them, even to their spurs. 

The officers and men of my command did all that soldiers could—did 
their duty well. The operations of Colonel Paine^s command will, I 
infer, be the subject of a separate report by himself. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JAS. W. MoMILLAI^, 
Colonel Twenty-first Indiana Volunteers. 

Maj. GEOEaE 0. Strong, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


No. 2. 

Report of Maj, Frederick Frye^ Ninth Gonnecti&ivt Infantry, 

Camp Parapet, La., September 12,1862. 

General : I have the honor of inclosing to you my report of an ex¬ 
pedition against the enemy in the neighborhood of Saint Charles Court- 
House, on the opposite side of the river. 

The expedition, accompanied by the armed steamer JMississippi, was 
under command of Actg. Brig. Gen. H. E. Paine, and was composed 
of the Fourth Wisconsin and Sixth Michigan Eegiments and a section 
of the First Maine Battery in one division, and the Ninth Connecticut and 
Fourteenth Maine Eegiments, with another section of the same battery, 
in another division. 

Word had been received that the enemy were establishing a camp and 
had already concentrated a force of 2,000 infantry, a full battery of light 
artillery, and about 500 cavalry. In accordance with orders, the Ninth 
Connecticut, about 550 strong, embarked at Carrollton on the transport 
Morning Liglit, with a section of battery, at 11 o’clock on the niglit of 
September 7, and landed at daylight at a point above Carrollton on the 
opposite side of the I’lver, with the Fourteenlh Maine, the other divis¬ 
ion lauding 5 or 6 miles above, all to converge to a common center, 
proper, signals having been arraijged. After moving forward about a 
mile signal was made from the mast-head of the Mississippi, ‘"Enemy 
approaching.” The artillery shelled the woods, but failing to dislodge 
tlio enemy, the Ninth Connecticut were tlirown forward as skirmishers. 
After moving forward several miles through woods, swamps, bayous, 
and canebrakes, everywhere finding traces of a flying enemy, abandoned 
haversacks, blankets, bundles, papers. &c., it was found that the enemy, 
mostly cavalry, attempting to break through in this diiection, had been 
driven back, and, abandoning their horses, wsaddles, and equipments, had 
fled into an almost impenetrable swamp, but being surrounded on all 
sides our troops killed and wounded 8, taking about 40 prisoners and 
bringing in upwards of 200 lioises ready equipped. This was accom- 
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plisbed without loss on our side. A lot of sutler’s and other stores were 
also recaptured, which had been taken by the enemy from the steamer 
Whiteman, sunk by collision after the battle of Baton Eouge. 

The regiments were re embarked at about C o’clock p. m,, the Wis¬ 
consin and Michigan regiments, with their section of battery and the 
captured booty, returning to Carrollton, while the Connecticut and Maine 
regiments and the other section of battery proceeded up the river to 
cut of:' the enemy’s retreat. Pickets were thrown Ifut that night, and 
Captain Hennessy, Company E, of the Mnth Connecticut, having been 
sent out with his company, captured a colored rebel scout, well mounted, 
who had been sent out to watch our movements. It being ascertained 
that the enemy had proceeded in another direction, we re-embarked and 
returned to our encampment, arriving at 6 p. m., September 9. 

The men deserve great credit for their energy and determination, for 
though not recovered from the effects of the Vicksburg and Batqn Eouge 
expeditions, not a man lagged. 

####•» * « 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEEDEEICK FEYE, 

Major^ Oomdg, Ninth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers. 

J. D. Williams, 

Adjutant-General^ State of Connecticut. 


SEPTEMBER 13-15, 1862.—Expedition to Pass Manchac and Ponchatoula 

La., and skirmish. 

ETC. 

Ko. 1.—Maj. Gen. Benjamin F, Butler, tJ. S. Army, commanding ILe Department of 
tke Gulf, 

No. 2.—Maj. George C. Strong, Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Gulf. 
No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Daniel Buggies, C. S. Army, and instructions. 


Ko. 1. 

B^ort of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, TJ. 8. Army, commanding the 
department of the Gulf. 

Headqtjaetees Depabtment of tiie Gulp, 

Neic Orleans, La., 8eptemhcr 24, 1802. 

Geneeal: Having been informed that a small force of the enemy 
was r^airing Manchac Pass, and that the troops had heeii withdiawn 
from Ponchatoula, 48 miles north of this city, the headquarters of Gen¬ 
eral Jeff. Thompson, I directed Major Strong, my diief of staff, to take 
five companies of men to complete the destruction of tin' bridge and tlie 
repairs, if any, and, by a division of his force, to endeavor to secure the 
person of General Thompson and to destroy his supjilics. 

Owing to the heavy draught of our boats, as set forth in Major Strong’s 
report (herewith inclosed), it was found impossible to carry tlie place, 
as originally proposed; but Major Strong, not to be baflled, determined 
^7 open day, at the head of 112 men, made a march 

0110 miles upcm the headquarters of a general who was collecting forces 
to attack l>rew Orleans, drove away a light battery of artillery, supported 
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by 300 infantry, took and occupied the town, destroyed the telegraph 
and post-ofQces, captured the dispatches, possessed himself of the gen¬ 
eral’s presentation sword, spurs, and bridle as trophies (our officers do 
not plunder generals’ quarters of shirts and stockings), burned his sup- 
ply train of twenty cars, and returned at his leisure, inflicting treble 
loss upon the enemy in killed and wounded. 

I beg to commend this to the commanding general as one of the most 
daring and successful exploits of the war—equal in dash, spirit, and 
cool courage to anything attempted on either side. Major Strong and 
his officers and men deserve great credit. It may have been a little 
daring, perhaps rash, but that has not been an epidemic fault with our 
officers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEJTJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Gommandmg. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

Commanding Armies of the United States. 


No. 2.. 

Rejgort of Maj. Oeorge 0. Strong^ Assistant Adjutant-General^ Department 

Of the Gulf. 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Feio Orleans, La., September 24,1862. 

General: Pursuant to your orders of the 13th instant I embarked 
on the afternoon of that day on board steamer Ceres, at Lakeport, 
with three companies of the Twelfth Eegiment Maine Volunteers, com¬ 
manded resi)eclivcly by Captains Thornton, Farrington, and Winter, 
and one (jonipany (Captain Pickering’s) of the Twenty-sixth Massachu¬ 
setts Eegiment. I had previously sent 100 men of the Thirteenth Con¬ 
necticut Eegiment on board the gunboat New London, whose com¬ 
mander, Captain Eead, had kindly consented to co-operate with me. 
The object in view was tosurjmise the village of Ponchatoula, the head- 
quarters of the rebel General Jeff. Thompson, 18 miles north of this 
cit\, on the line of the Jackson Railroad. To that end the New London 
was to land her men at Mauchac Bridge, where at daybreak next 
morning they were to drive the enemy that might be found there 
northward to Poneliatoula, while the remainder of the loice, having 
found our way 15 miles up to Tangipahoa Eiv^er in the night, should 
have landed, inaiclied G miles westward, and captured Ponchatoula in 
season to secure those of the cnem,> who had been driven up from Pass 
Manchac. 

The attempt at surprise failed, for not oid> was the New London 
unable to get over the bar into Manchac Pass in the darkness, but the 
Ceres, too large for the easy navigation of the nauow and winding 
Tangipahoa, failed in each of the succeeding nights to leueli her desti¬ 
nation on that river in season to admit of our gaming Ponchatoula 
before daylight. I resolved therefore to go with that steamer to Man- 
chac Bridge, and did so on the morning of the i5th. From that point 
Captain Winter was sent with his company southward, to make the 
destruction of the railroad on Manchac Island more complete, which 
duty he thoroughly performed. Captain Pickering’s company was left 
to guard the steamer, and the companies of Captains Thornton and 
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Farrington began a forced.march of 10 miles upon Ponchatoula. A 
locomotive 1 mile below the village gave notice of our approach, which 
could not be concealed, and ran northward, giving the alarm at the 
village, and thence to Camp Moore, for re-enforcements. We mot on 
entering Ponchatoula a discharge of canister at 70 yards from a light 
battery, in charging which Captain Thornton fell severely wounded. 
His company, then under Lieutenant Hight, re-enforced Captain Far¬ 
rington’s first platoon, that had gained a position on the enemy’s right, 
to which Lieutenant Coan, with the second platoon of that company, 
took a position, under partial cover, on the left of the enemy’s line. 
From these positions our men poured in so deliberate and destructive 
a fire that the enemy was driven from the field, the artillery gallojring 
away, followed by the infantry, on a road through the forest, in a north¬ 
westerly direction. We then set fire to a train of upwards of 20 cars, 
laden with cotton, sugar, molasses, &c., took the papers from the ])ost 
and tele^aph oifices (destroying the apparatus of the latter), and Gen¬ 
eral Jeff. Thompson’s sword, spurs, bridle, &c., from his quarters in 
the hotel. The sword was presented to him by so-called “Memphis 
patriots.” 

A written document was obtained, which showed the rebel force at 
that point to consist of 300 troops of the Tenth Arkansas Eegiment, 
one company of Home Guards, and one company of artillery, with six 
pieces. I had, however, received reliable information that the enemy’s 
force was a week previous only 200 infantry and no artillery. li\o 
re-enforcement had taken place at a subsequent date. Our force en¬ 
gaged amounted to but 112 men. We left, of killed, wounded, and 
missing (exclusive of those who- have since come in, among tlu'se last 
the gallant Thornton), 10 men at Ponchatoula. Surgeon Avery, Ninth 
Connecticut Volunteers, with his attendant, voluntarily remained with 
the wounded, but the former has since returned. We brought in 11 
men more or less severely wounded. One fatal case of sunstroke oc¬ 
curred on board the steamer. Our return from Ponchatoula was neces¬ 
sarily along the railroad, through a swamp, and on which there is no 
.cover for troops, and it was therefore impossible to bring off those of our 
men who were most severely wounded, as they wmuld be (>xposod for a 
long distance to the fire of the artillery, which, w'ith horses attaclu'd 
would be brought back upon the line of the road as soon as we shouhi 
have left the village. It did so return at the signal of the inliabitants 
blit, though actively' served, did us no harm Surgeon Aver\ renorl.s 
20 of the enemy killed. ' 

Captains Thornton and Farrington and the ollicers and men of their 
respective commands, though nearly exhausted by the march (2 miles 
ot which was over an open trestle work,) in the heat of the da> bebaied 
nobly in the fight. Captains Pickering and Winter, after a'vm-y rapid 
march for which they are entitled to much credit, came up aftei-we 
had left the village, covered our rear, and assisted in bringing in the 

Allen, and h'innegas.s and (lommander 
iJuchanan, IJ. S. Navy, who accomininied thi' expedition, rimdered im¬ 
portant services, and their gallantry during the action dcsei ves special 
meDtion. ^ 

seJvJS'r i'<’«l><^‘ctfully, your obedient 

GEO. C. STliONG, 
Asuintant Adjutant-General. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

Gommanding Department of the Gulf. 
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No. 3. 

Beports of Brig. Gen. Daniel Buggies^ G. S. Army^ and instructions. 

[September 14 or 15,1862.] 

Three regiments of the enemy attacked and burned Ponchatoula to 
day. Can you send me two regiments? 

DANIEL RUGGLES. 

General Van Dorn, Holly Springs. 


[Jackson, Miss., September 15, 1862.] 
Operator at Tickfaw dispatches that enemy have burned Long Bridge 
over Ponchatoula River, 2 miles this side station at Ponchatoula. Ou 
forces nearly all captured. Enemy lost 16 killed. Our battery taken 
Enemy, 3,000 to 4,000, not yet at Tickfaw. 

Gan you send me some troops? 

[DANIEL RUGGLES,} 
Brigadier-General^ C. S. Army. 

General Van Dorn, Roily Springs. 


Jackson, Miss., September 15,1862. 

If the enemy are still at Ponchatoula communicate immediately tu 
General Beall by courier, stating full particulars, and request the gen¬ 
eral to send such troops as he can spare by railroad to Clinton for 
further orders. * 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General^ 0. S. Army. 

Captain Carter, Camp Moore, La. 


Jackson, Miss., September 16,1862. 
Our troops at Ponchatoula rallied by Colonel Witt and repulsed the 
enemy, reported 900 strong, retaking our battery, capturing the enemy^s 
wounded. Attack expected this morning. 

[DANIEL RUGGLES,] 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 

General Van Dorn. 

(Same to Generals Beall and M. L. Smith.) 


SEPTEMBER 21-25, 1862.—Expedition from Carrollton to Bonaldsonville, 

La., and skirmish. 

Report of Col. James W. McMillan, Tirenty-first Indiana Infantry. 

Camp Carrot.lton, September 25, 1862. 
Sir : In the execution of your order to go to Doualdsonville with 
my regiment I was compelled to go to Baton Rouge to find a gunboat, 
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the Sciota, Itasca, and Katahdin having gone up to that place on 
Saturday morning early, I gave the commanding officer the order from 
Commodore Morris, and was accompanied to near Donaldsonville by 
all of them, the Sciota going to anchor a few miles above, for the pro¬ 
tection of the steamboat Iberville, loading with sugar on the west bank 
of the river. The Katahdin and Itasca anchored opposite Donaldson¬ 
ville. It being dark when we arrived I deemed it prudent to wait 
until morning before landing. Early Monday morning I landed my 
command, and, finding the rebel pickets in the village, I followed tbemt 
closely nearly 4 miles down the bayou to where they were encamped 
in sugar-houses. On our approach they scattered among the cane and 
ran to the woods. Finding I could efiect nothing, I returned to the 
town with a few blankets, left in the precipitancy of the fiight of the 
rebels. I learned their provisions were on the opposite side of the 
bayou, where they have a small fortification and five or six guns, and 
use the sugar warehouses of Aro & Cox as barracks. On yester¬ 
day (Wednesday) I determined to see what was the strength of their 
works and forces, having had so many conflicting statements in regard 
to their nmnbers, varying from 1,000 to 2,500. I was met by them 
with one 6-pounder gun within miles of the river, but I only allowed 
them one shot by pushing on so rapidly as to compel a hasty retreat 
to save their gun. They opened on us once more, when I brought two 
of my guns into battery and soon drove them to their fortifications, 
pushing them rapidly. When within 700 yards of their fortifications 
they opened a well-directed fire on us with five guns—one 12-poimdcr, 
one 8 pounder, three 6-pounders, and perhaps one 5-pounder. 1 imme¬ 
diately ordered my guns into battery and returned their fire briskly, 
but finding my guns overmatched I determined to charge their forti¬ 
fications ; but while my officers were making the necessary arrange¬ 
ments for carrying the order out I discovered their cavalry, under 
command of Major McWaters, about half a mile distant, passing rapidly 
along a road cut through the woods, back of the fields, parallel to the 
one leading to the river, and down which I had marched. I immedi¬ 
ately countermanded the order to charge and retraced my steps, when 
in less than miles from the river the rebel cavalry commenced mak¬ 
ing its appearance, having emerged from the woods, but too late to 
ambuscade us. They pushed on and got between ino and the river, 
but only to lose several of their number and be driven back at double 
the speed they came up. I then returned to the river bank, with my 
command completely exhausted by the long march and constant skir¬ 
mishing, frequently going at double quick. I was compelled to halt 
three or four times on my return to enable the men to rest. 

We took one prisoner in arras and the town assessor and brouglit a 
few of the citizens as refugees. I found it out of my i)ow(‘r to efiect 
anything. Force and transportation insufficient to follow on down the 
bayou to ISTapoleonville, Thibodeaux, Terre Bonne, &e., and as I learned 
that the Spanish refugees preferred remaining and fighting the r<‘bels 
d la mode Seminole, I resolved to return to this camp. 

My loss was one (Lieutenant Harding) missing and one artillerist 
slightly wounded. Eebel loss could not have been less than 30 or 40. 
Some of the citizens reported it much greater. I captured a few horses 
only, there being but few left by the rebels. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JAS. W. MoMILLAN, 

Colonel Twenty-first Indiana Volunteers. 

Maj. George 0, Strong, A. A. O., Dep. of the Gulf 
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SEPTEMBER 24~25, 1862.—Engagement at Sabine Pass, Tex. 

REPORTS. 

No. 1.—CoL X. B. Debray, Debray^s Texas Regiment. 

No. 2.—^Lieut. CoL A. W. Spaight, Spaight’s Texas Battalion. 

m. 1 . 

B>€fport of Coh X, B. JDehrwyj Bebra/y^s Texas Regi/ment 

Hdqrs. Sub-Military District op Houston, 
Houston^ Tex.^ September 25, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I received to-day at 7 a. m. an 
express from Beaumont, bearer of a verbal message, that one gunboat 
and three or four transports had entered the Sabine; that Major Irvine, 
commanding at Sabine Pass, applied for assistance tom the people of 
Beaumont and Liberty, and that the messenger tom Sabine Pass had 
heard at 8 or 10 miles tom that place a heavy cannonade. Major Irvine 
has at the fort near Sabine Pass only 30 men, and about 25 mounted 
men 3J miles from the fort. 1 have to state that Major Irvine, who was 
in command of Spaight’s battalion during the absence of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Spaight on court-martial, did, at the beginning of the month, 
when the yellow fever broke out at Sabine Pass, furlough all his men, 
except those above referred to, up to the 27th instant, to rendezvous at 
Beaumont. This irregular proceeding could not be remedied at once. 
I instructed Lieutenant-Colonel Spaight to go and gather up his men 
so soon as possible, and expect that in two or three days the battalion 
shall have reunited. 

Meanwhile, in order to be ready to meet the enemy, should he have 
attempted a landing or foray up the river, I ordered Wilson^s light 
battery and the available men of Grifan’s battalion, garrisoned here (8Q 
men), to start at once by an extra train for Beaumont. They left at 1 
p. m. to-day. I sent an express to Colonel Elmore at Hempstead to 
move with his regiment to Houston by an extra train which I sent to 
him. I expect them to-night, and should the reports which I await by 
the Beaumont train at 5 o^dock confirm the news of the presence of the 
enemy, I shall start with that regiment for Sabine Pass to-night by a 
train which I ordered to be kept in readiness. I have also ordered a 
train to be ready on the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad 
to start, if necessary, to take a squadron of Debray’s regiment at the 
same time that the rest of the regiment shall move on along the railroad, 
to take transportation so soon as it can be sent to them. I cannot draw 
troops from Galveston, which I will not leave unprotected. 

8.30 p. M. —The Orange train has arrived witliout any further news, 
except the report of heavy cannonading this morning in the direction 
of Sabine Pass. Elmore’s regiment ariived at G p. m., 700 strong. 
This, the men of Griffin’s battalion, and some citizens of Liberty and 
Beaumont, said to have moved forward, will give me a force of about 
900 men, exclusive of Wilson’s battery. I stait at 12 o’clock to-night 
with Elmore’s regiment. My impression is that an attempt has been 
made by the enemy to destroy the fort and the shipping at the mouth 
of the river, and that all the harm contemplated has been done and 
that the enemy has withdrawn. Still, should he have taken hold of 
Sabine Pass, I shall endeavor to letake it. It has proven to be our 
most important seaport. I understand that the enemy is about to make, 
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or lias made, a new demonstration on Corpus Ohristi. If so, Debray’s 
regiment is still near Alleyton and might be called. I have not ordered 

it to move. „ , i. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obecbent servant, 

X. B. DEBEAY, 

Golonelj CoTnnianding 8ul)-Military District of Houston^ Ter^ 

Oapt. C. M. Mason, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General 


No. 2. 

Report of Lieut Got A. W. SjpaigJit, SpaigMs Texas Battalion. 

Headquarters SPAiauT^s Battalion, 

Beaumont^ Tex.^ September 2C, 1862. 

Sir: On the 23d instant (Maj. J. S. Irvine, commanding at Sabine 
Pass during my absence under orders at Houston) two armed sail ves¬ 
sels and one steam propeller came to anchor just outside the bar. 

Early the next mornmg the two sail vessels, having crossed the bar, 
took position and opened fire on our works, to which we promptly 
replied; but the shots from both sides fell far short. They then ap¬ 
proached nearer, when a brisk fire from both sides was resumed and 
continued until dark. To the chagrin of officers and men our shot still 
fell short, while the enemy was enabled, with his longer-range guns, to 
throw shot and shell around and into our works. I take ])leasure in 
stating that our men, fighting at this immense odds, and seeing that 
they could inflict no injury whatever on the enemy and while his shell 
were bursting over their heads and within the works. stoo<l to their 
guns and served them with great coolness. They could not be re¬ 
strained from mounting the works and shouting and waving tlndr hats 
in defiance. 

In pursuance to orders Oapt. G. W. O’Bryan, of CV)ni])any E, witli 
Lieut. W. A. Junker and a detachment of 26 of his comj)any, ai rived 
at the fort at night-fall. 

When night came on Major Irvine determined that it would be a 
fruitless exposure of the men and public properly to attempt to liold 
the works another day, and commenced at once to remove ihe oidnaiiee 
stores and other property, and spiked the guns, consisting of two 
32-pounders and two 18-pounders. The evacuation was comphded by 
daylight the next morning and all the Government proiierty saved. 1 
regret, however, to state that two of the men i*ec*(‘ni]y attack(‘d by 
yellow fever were not in a condition to bo removed, and were left in 
the hospital in the care of comi)etent nurses. 

It should be mentioned here that on the breaking out of the >(‘llow 
fever among the troops at Sabine Oit.^ they were witlidiawn, with tlie 
exception of a detachment of artillery (Company B) to gaiiisoii the 
works. It is now manifest that the result must have been llit^ saim^, no 
matter what the number of the force there. 

To Major Irvine, in command of the ])ost, and to Cajit. K. I). Iveitli, 
in the immediate command of the battery, great praise is due for the 
gallantry of the resistance offered with such wholly inadequate means, 
and not less for the oiderly manner in which the evacuation was con- 
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ducted, whereby none of the public property was permitted to fall into 
the hands of the enemy. 

As 1 learn to-day the two sail vessels have anchored opposite the 
town and sent some men ashore. I have no information as to the force 
of the enemy and have no clue as yet to his future movements. 

1 have been re-enforced to-day by Elmore’s regiment, Wilson’s bat¬ 
tery, and one company of Griffin’s battalion. Captain Cook’s. 

I will observe the movements of the enemjr and promptly report the 
result, and shall lose no opportunity of inflicting injury upon him. 
Tour obedient servant, 

A. W. SPAIGHT, 
Lieutmmt-Oolonel, Oommcmdmg, 

Lieut. E. M. Feanklin, 

Acting Assistant Ad^utcmt-Qmeral. 


SEPTEMBER 27, 1862_^Affitir on Taylor’s Bayou, Tex. 

B^ort of Jneut. Ool. A. W. S^gaight, 8paigi.fs Texas BatlaUon. 

Headquaetbes SPAiGHa?’s Battalion, 

Beaumont, Tex., Sqgtmber 29,1862. 

Sie : On the night of the 27th instant the enemy sent up three - 
launches to the mouth of Taylor’s Bayou and attempted to bum the 
railroad bridge (Eastern Texas) across that stream. The fire was set 
just before day and was extinguished by the guard stationed there. 
The damage was very slight and has been repaired. They took off 
with them three citizens, one beinig the mail boy, who happened to be 
stopping at the house near the bridge. ^ . -u a. v n 

I sent a cavalry company down on yesterday to the bridge, but shall 
be obliged to replace it with infantry, as I have just learned water for 
horses cannot be procured in that vicinity. Half of one of my infantry 
companies are down with measles and quite a number of two others not 
yet entirely convalescent from yellow fever, which renders me short of 
men to guard all points and do the work on hand. I shall endeavor to 
entice the enemy to make another attempt on the bridge. Meanwhile 
I will scout actively in and around the Pass. 1 have this moment 
learned they were out again last night in the lake opposite Taylor s 
Bayou, and may have gone higher up. I shall experience no little dit- 
ficulty in concealing my designs, or rather movements, on account ot 
the unreliable character of a portion of the population m the vicinity 
of "till© JPfliSS 

liTo depredations have been committed so far on the citizens of the 
town. They have indicated a line below the town beyond which their 
men are not permitted to go and the citizens are forbidden to go below 
it. They say the propeller has gone for two light-draught gunboats, 

which will be here in two weeks. . 

I must ask for an order to charter one of the river boats, with a view 
to re-marking the stakes that mark the channels across the baas and to 
obstructing the channels in the event of an attempt to ascend the nver. 

Your obedient servant, ^ ^ SPAIGHT, . 

lAeut&nanPOolonel, CovnTnandmgu 

Lieut. E. M. Franklin, Acting Assistant AdjutmP General. 


10 R R—VOL xv 
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OCTOBER 2, 1862.—Destruction of railroad depot near Beaumont, Tex. 

Report of Ideut, OoL A, W» Sj^aigMj Texas Battalion* 

Headquabtebs Spaight^s Battalion, 

Beaumont^ Tex*^ October 2, 1862. 

Snt: ITo further attempt has heen made to destroy the Eastern Texas 
Railroad bridge, but to-day the railroad depot, a mile above the town, 
was burned. In conversations with Captain Burch to-day Captain Pen¬ 
nington said there should be no more travel on our (Eastern Texas) rail¬ 
road : he would send a light-draught schooner up opposite Taylor^s 
Bayou bridge. He also let it out that he expected soon two liTew York 
ferry-boats to ascend the two rivers. They have brought in as prize a 
light-draught schooner, and seem to be fitting her up with guns. The 
bridge and lower part of the road are at their mercy whenever they 
choose to bring a light-draught boat to bear. They can also prevent the 
crossing at the ferry near the bridge, and this will cut off communica¬ 
tion with the Pass, except by a long and bad route by way of the Gulf 
beach. In that event I shall be almost forced to withdraw my cav¬ 
alry from the vicinity of the Pass on account of the difficulty of trans¬ 
portation for supplies. To prevent this I must have artillery. If I 
could get one or two guns, large or small, to place at the mouth of 
Taylor’s Bayou, just below the bridge, I could defeat their purpose, 
keep open communication, and confine them to their boats with my cav¬ 
alry. They can bring no heavy guns to bear on the bridge and cross¬ 
ing. A 24-pounder or two would answer my purpose. If they are 
not to be had'let me urge upon the colonel commanding to send me 
such as are to be had without delay. It certainly should be our aim 
to yield no inch of ground without a fight, especially where by timely 
preparation we may beat them off. Besides, we lose and they gain 
a great deal by the breaking up of this communication. It is 75 miles 
to the Pass by any other route and by a road almost impassable to 
wagons. This would make it difficult for us to prevent them from 
obtaining beeves at will. 

The yellow fever and the measles have rendered so many of my men 
unfit for duty that in my judgment I ought to have at least two more 
companies (one of cavalry and one of infantry) to guard all the points. 
The rivers make it difficult to concentrate on any one point in the event 
it should become necessary. Since it would be as easy to remove troops 
from Orange or Beaumont to any other point on the coast as from Hemp¬ 
stead, I would suggest that it might be well to send a portion of the 
troops stationed there to this locality. The colonel commanding has 
already had my opinion that the enemy mean more than simply to hold 
Sabine Pass. That opinion is strengthened every day. I now be¬ 
lieve that every available gun at our command should be sent to the 
Sabine River and to Taylor’s Bayou, and that without delay. I say 
every gun, because I know we can spare but few at the most for any one 
exposed point. I think the enemy expect to take possession of and hold 
these rivers with a small outlay of strength, and we ought, if possible, 
to disappoint them. Considering the light-draught boats they are com¬ 
pelled to operate with, I think, with even the limited means at our com¬ 
mand, we may be able to keep them out. I shall, unless ordered to 
desist, push forward the work of obstructing the channels, but it will 
take time and may be too late for our purpose. With activity the guns 
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may be put in position in a few days. If they can be had, M^or Kellers- 
berg’s assistance is very desirable. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. W, SPAIGHT, 
Idmtencmt-Oolorhel^ Gommariding^ 

Lieut. E. M. Fbaijklin, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OCTOBER 5, 1862.—Capture of Oalves^, Tex., by Union fleet. 

^ REI>ORTS. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Pan! O. H^ert, C. S. Army, commanding First District of Texas. 

No. 2.—Col. X. B. Debray, Debray^s Texas Regiment. 

No. 3.—Col. Joseph J. Cook, Cook’s Texas Regiment. 

liTo. 1. 

Report of Brig. Qen. Paul 0. SiberL 0. 8. Army^ cominemding First Dw- 

trictof Texas. 

Headquarters First District op Texas, 

8an Antonio^ Tex.^ October 16, 1862. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that I yesterday received dis¬ 
patches from the officer in command at Houston, announcing that a 
naval squadron, which had suddenly appeared off Galveston, had forced 
its way into the inner bay and held command of that city under its guns. 
The island was always untenable with the very few guns we had against 
any rcvspectable naval force, and most of these guns had been placed in 
battery on the main-land at Virginia Point, a position commanding the 
railroad and railroad bridge. The garrison retired in good order to the 
main-land, with arms, ammunition, stores, &c., leaving nothing behind 
that can be of any service to the enemy. It does not appear that they 
have as yet any land forces. 

The officer in command of the squadron, Captain Eenshaw, stated 
that he would hoist the United States flag over the city of Galveston or 
over its ashes. 

Three deserters from the squadron, under examination by our officers, 
stated that the commander of the squadron had sent a steamer to Pen¬ 
sacola for five more gunboats, and that it was his intention to scour and 
ravage the whole coast of Texas. We have nothing on the coast to resist 
them. The few batteries I have at different points west of Galveston 
are mounted with 18 and 24 pounders. The United States ships are all 
armed with the latest improvements in guns, all of long range. Noth¬ 
ing will be left undone by me to prevent the enemy from penetrating 
into the interior, although I have no force to resist a formidable invasion. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. O. EGSBERT, 

Brigadier-Generalj Provisional Army. 

Col. James Deshler, 

A55#. Adjt. Gen.y Trans-Miss. Peptj Little Rock^ Ark. 
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ITo. 2. 

Exports of Col. X. B. Behray’s Teotm Regiment 

VrBGHNiA Point, October 6,1862. 

Just arrived here. Galveston cannot be defended, and a fight in the 
city would be a useless braggadocio against forty guns, or about, at 1 
mile fjrom the wharf. The place shall not be surrendered, but slowly 
evacuated by Colonel Cook. I have arrived too late this evening to 
make a perfect estimate of the means of defense. I shall by all means 
prevent a landing and protect .the railroad. I send a company to Lib¬ 
erty to-morrow to guard the bridge. I have ordered my regiment down 
to scout over Simm’s Bayou, San Jacinto, and Trinity. The want of fresh 
water will be a great difficulty. I ordered the provost-marshal at Gal¬ 
veston to remove all the machinery he can. The citizens are moving 
fast. I notified those disposed to remain that should the United States 
flag be hoisted over Galveston they would no longer be allowed to com¬ 
municate with the continent and shall receive no supplies. The four 
days allowed by the enemy for the citizens to move expires on Wednes¬ 
day night, when I expect an attack here. Please send this to General 
Hubert by to-morrow’s mail. 

X. B. DEBEAT. 

Maj. T. S. Moisb. 


Hdqes. Sub-Militaet Distbiot of Houston, 

Eouaton, Tex., October 12,1862. 

Captain : I have not yet obtained from Colonel Cook his official re¬ 
port upon the attack on Galveston. However, I can judge from his 
VCTbal statements that, except some unimportant mistakes, the accounts 
given by the papers are correct. From Colonel Cook’s statement that 
he was ordered by the general commanding not to make a useless de- 
mnse in the streets of Galveston, I instructed him to withdraw to Eagle 
Grove and VirginiaPoint (see accompanyingDocument A). The evacua¬ 
tion 01 me city was effected in good order; but very lew citizens re- 
mamed in the city. Although I have received no instructions from the 
general commanding anticipating an attack, the fact that batteries were 
erected on both sides of the bridge pointed out my duty to defend them 

pi I liave increased the defense of 

hort Hebert with one 8-mch columbiad, one 24-pounder rifled gun and 
toee^smooth-bore 32-poander8. The fort at Eagle Grove was not pro¬ 
tected from a surpnse by land. I have guarded against it, as you will 
f co^Pa^ies of Cook’s regiment, instrSc7ill 

“told” off into detachments to serve the 
wmpanies of that regiment shall form the first sun- 
port, with station at about 400 yards from the batteries * 

Elmore’s re^ment is encamped at about 1 mUe from the works to a<-( 

Srt?T A* to resS a Ldiug 

party. I am estabhshmg a hospital at 6 miles in rear on the nearesl 
dry gromd found, and 1 have given orders to remove some of the build 
mgs at the point to shelter the sick. 

inform the general commauding of mv diwoowition^j 
to secure the use of the railroad for transportation, and also to removl 
our supplies even during a bombardment I have 

* Not found. ~ 
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platform to be established at miles from the works. T believe I can 
cripple some of the vessels if they come within range of oar guns, which 
are all in a very good, condition, well supplied with ammunition and 
implements. I am laboring under great difficulties to supply the troops 
with water and fuel. I impart all the activity I can to the officers of 
the quartermaster's department, and I hope supplies will be abundant. 

Document D* exhibits the measures taken to defend the mouth of 
the San Jacinto. 

Document E is an order organizing a system of scouts along the coast 
throughout the sub-district. 

Lieutenant* Colonel Bates demands troops and artillery. I have none 
to give him. 

1 have ordered Major Brown to Matagorda to protect that town. The 
Nechez and Sabine are, I hope, by this time protected from incursion 
by the enemy. 'I have received no late reports from that quarter. I 
have cut off all communications with Galveston City. I intend, how¬ 
ever, to send parties to harass the enemy if he lands, and to compel him 
to give protection to those who shall apply to him for it. His only means 
will be to try to destroy the bridge. To do this he must wait for mortar 
boats, which he has sent for, if the information I have received from 
deserters, whom I interrogated closely, is correct. Meanwhile the other 
portions of our coast will probably be free from their incursions. Docu¬ 
ment F* is the interrogatory of the deserters. 

The yellow fever has broken out in this city. I have ordered the hos¬ 
pital to be evacuated to Columbus. 

I have ordered the road from Alleyton to San Antonio to be stocked 
with relays of mules, to bear expresses if necessary. The relays are at 
Belmont, Sweet Home, and Alleyton—two 
station tor a light ambulance. That servic 

Duty, calls me here to attend to business IKyLU LftPUlULLUaiULL, JL JULCl V O 
a locomotive in readiness. Three hours will suffice, when I receive 
information of movements by the enemy, to carry me to Fort Hubert, 
where I shall make the best defense I can. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBEAT, 

Colonel, Comdg, Sub-Military District of Houston, Tex. 

Capt. S. B. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, &c,, San Antonio, Tex. 

P. S.—His Excellency Governor Lubbock is here. I inclosed to you 
his proclamation ratifying my order cutting off intercourse with Gal¬ 
veston. I forgot to state that in the evening of the 12th Mr. J. Moore, 
formerly city clerk, and now mayor pro tempore of the city of Galveston, 
appointed by the residents who remained, came to see me within our 
lines, with a message from the inhabitants, to the effect that Commander 
Eensliaw, commanding the United States flotilla, had kindly consented 
to the passage of our trains over the bridge to Eagle Grove, where we 
could deposit (to be transported by vehicles to Galveston) such articles 
of subsistence as the inhabitants might need. I have of course de¬ 
clined availing myself of the privilege extended to me by the enemy. 

October 13, 8 p. m.—1 have just received your communication of 
the 11 th instant. The columbiad is still here, because the general told 
me it was worthless—could not be fired off without upsetting. Major 


Not fonnd. 
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Kellersberg has not returned from the Sabine and IsTechez, where he is 
making works of defense. Major Yon Harten is superintending the 
construction of platforms, and does it well. I expect that by 11 o^clock 
this morning five pieces shall be in position in addition to the others. 

9 A. M — !^othing new at Virginia Point. Troops in good spirits. 

[Doomnent A.] 

Hbqbs. Sub-Militaet Dibteiot OB' Houston, 

Galvestm, Tex,, October 5, 1862. 

Col. Joseph J. Cook, 

Oommandmg Post, Galveston, Tex. : 

Colonel: The enemy having possession of Gblveston Bay with an 
overwhelming force of artillery, yon win avoid making within the city 
a resistance, which would bring about the destniction of the property 
of our citizens without resulting in any good to the country. Ton will 
move from the city to Virginia Point such material as you can save and 
the troops you do not actually need to maintain good order in the city 
so long as yon are in possession of it. You will give aid and assistance 
to the provost-marshal in removing from the island such machinery as 
can be removed. You will cause the printing presses to be put out of 
working order with as little destruction of property as possible. 

You will cause the residents, citizens or aliens, to understand that 
should the enemy hoist his flag over the city of Galveston they shall 
at once be cut off from intercourse with the continent by us, and that 
if fahing in the hands of the enemy, they have but two alternatives 
left, viz, abject submission or persecution and insult. You will inform 
them, should they be too poor to provide for their transportation, the 
Government of the Confederate States will transport them to Houston 
free of cost. Ton will, when an attack by the enemy is imminent, with- 
draw to Virginia Point, leaving two companies to garrison Eagle Grove 
endeavoring to withdraw without loss of men. ’ 

Very respectfully, 

^ ^ X. B. DEBRAY, 

(jolonel, Gomdg, Sub-Militaxy District of Bouston, Tex. 

[Document B.l 

Hdqes. Sub-Militaet Disteiot op Houston 

Fort H6bert, Tex., October 10, 1862. 

Col. Joseph J. Cook, 

Gommanding Fort Hibert, Tex.: 

to-morrow my headquarters to Houston, 
r on will telegraph to me morning and evening everyday the si,a to oi‘ 

J-’' make any movement causing 

yon will telegraph to me at once. You 
quarters the room 1 now occiip 3 % The 
iS? for?e ^ ®«ted against a night surprise by a land¬ 

ing force. To guard against such a reverse, always disgraceful for a 

SSred^oCrs ^ fckeS2 iSiVcon^^^ 

fenH ^ mounted men to take station half a mile be¬ 

yond the fort on the road to Galveston, with orders to place 2 sentinels 
a quarter of a mile in advance. Should an enemy’s force make its an 
pe^noe the picket shall withdraw slowly, skirmishfog senSnu nVLor 

ae ibrt to »«t as a support to the company of arti1le.| no 
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ing it. You will order the sentinels to be doubled at night. A picket 
shall be stationed by day and night in advance of the fort, with orders 
to arrest all persons attempting to pass into our lines. Should a flag 
of truce present himself he shall not be allowed to proceed farther, 
and such intercourse as he may wish to have shall take place there. 
The picket stationed at night upon the railroad bridge shall upon an 
alarm from the fort march promptly to its support. I have instructed 
the ordnance offlcer to supply you with rockets and rocket-stands, to 
be used at the fort at Eagle G-rove and at the draw-bridge for signals 
of alarm, which the sentinels at Fort Hubert shall promptly communi¬ 
cate to you by the officer of the day. The companies of Debray’s regi 
ment not engaged in scouting duty shall, under your orders, patrol 
actively at night on both flanks of Fort Hebert and harass the enemy 
at Galveston whenever you deem it expedient. Tour judgment will 
suggest to you some other measures of precaution; none must be 
omitted, remote as the danger may appear. You will inform me of all 
modifications made by you in the plan of defense adopted. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient serv¬ 
ant, 

X. B. DEBRAY, 

Colonel, Oomdg. Stib-Military District of Souston, Tex. 


Ho. 3. 

Beport of Col, Jos^h J. CooJe, CooVs Texas Regiment. 

HEADQUAilTEES, 

Fort Bibert, Tex., October 9,1862. 

Sir : On the morning of the 4th the blockading fleet off the bar of 
Galveston consisted of eight vessels, four of which were armed steamers, 
one a mortar-boat, and all but one of them apparently of such draught 
as to admit of their crossing the bar. 

At about 7 a. m. one of the steamers (the Harriet Lane) crossed the 
bar, flying a white flag, and when opposite Fort Point a shot from our 
battery was fired across her bow, and she immediately came to anchor. 
An offlcer soon after landed from the steamer in front of the battery 
and asked an interview with the commander of the post. Immediately 
upon being advised of this I repaired to Fort Point, and was informed 
by the officer who had landed that the commander of the fleet desired 
me to send out a messenger to receive a communication from him. Hav¬ 
ing no boat at the Point, I returned to the city and immediately dis¬ 
patched a messenger in a boat, flying a white flag. The boat left the 
wharf about 1 p. m., and before she could be worked out to the Point 
the Harriet Lane weighed anchor, repassed the bar, and communicated 
with the fleet, and the four steamers, with the mortar-boat in tow, came 
in over the bar and up to about the position where the Harriet Lane 
had been brought to anchor. As soon as this movement was obseiwed 
I started for Fort Point, but before I could reach there a shot was fired 
from our battery in front of the foremost of the advancing vessels—our 
flag-of-truce boat then being but a short distance off—when the enemy, 
disregarding their own white flag, immediately opened fire from all the 
vessels with about twenty guns on our battery, which consisted of but 
one gun, a lO-inch, and they continued to play upon it until the gun 
was struck by a shot and so disabled as to be unserviceable, and the 
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ofiQcer in command ordered the gun to be spiked and the barracks 
fired, and the men retreated across the low, open grounds toward the 
city. I joined them soon after they left the battery, and the five ves¬ 
sels of the enemy, having passed entirely around the Point into the 
harbor, continued to throw shot and shell at us until we passed out of 
their range. Upon the fleet turning up the channel toward the city 
the two 24-pounders in battery on the bay side, near the east end of 
the city, opened fire on them, but our shot fell short, and the vessels 
having now come up to our flag-of-truce boat, ceased firing and took 
our messenger on board their flag-ship, and the fleet came to anchor. 

The assemblage of vessels off the bar on the day previous had given 
us every reason to expect an attack, and during that day and the 
morning of the 4th I had made arrangements with the railroad com¬ 
pany to be ready with transportation to meet any emergency that 
might occur. Having some time previous to this been ordered by the 
general commanding this department to withdra w our troops from the 
city in case the enemy should bring to bear against our position such 
a force as to overcome our defenses at Fort Point and enable them to 
command the harbor, and after the gun at Fort Point was silenced, 
having no further effective means of defending the harbor or protecting 
the city from bombardment by the enemy or inflicting any injury on 
them, immediately after our troops had abandoned Fort Point I ordered 
the two guns which were in position ^t South Battery, on the south 
side of G-alveston Island, to be spiked, and all our material at that and 
other points in the city to be taken to the railroad depot, which was 
done. 

30 p,.m. our flag-of-truce messenger returned to the city, 
land from the enemy for the surrender of the city and 
immediate answer. I sent a messenger with the answer 
. not surrender the city, directing the messenger also to 
3 ^..ommander of the fleet that there were many women and 
and to demand time to remove them. After some negotiation 
it was agreed that no attack should be made upon the city for four 
days; that during the time we should not construct any new or 
strengthen any old defenses within the city, and the fleet not to be 
brought any nearer the city. This arrangement gave us ample time 
for the removal of all who desired to leave the island, and also for the 
removal of our troops and material of every kind. 

On the night of the 4th you reached the (iity, and during the next 
day I received your orders in relation to matters at Galveston. During 
the four days I removed the two 24-pounders, and also the two guns at 
South Battery were unspiked and removed, and all of them have been 
safely landed at Virginia Point. I caused the people of the city to be 
fully notified in relation to matters wliicli you directed tliey should be 
advised of. All machinery of any value was removed. The civil au¬ 
thorities removed all the county records of every kind and all the 
records of the city corporation and of the district court. The railroad 
company removed all their material of every kind, and by 11 a. m. of 
the 8th we had removed all the Government property of any value ex¬ 
cept the 10-inch gun at Fort Point, and a large majority of the popula¬ 
tion of the city had left their houses and the island. 

The troops having all been remov^ed, in accordance with your orders 
I left with my staff for Virginia Point, leaving a sufficient force to hold 
the battery at the south €ftid of the railroad bridge, and that evening J 
reported at this place to Ool. X. B. Debray, commanding Sub-Military 
District of Efoiuston. 
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Tt affords me great pleasure to be Able to state that both officers and 
men behaved nobl^^, executing all orders promptly and correctly. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Yours, respectfully, 

- JOS. J. COOK, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

Lieut. E. M. Franklin, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt Gen. Svb-Militcury District of Houston. 


OCTOBEE 9-NOVEMBEE 25, 1862.—^Expedition from Port Union to the 
* Canadian Elver and Utah Creek, E. Hex. 

REI>ORTS. 

No. 1.—Capt. William H. Backus, Second Colorado Infantry. 

No. 2.—Lieut. George L. Shoup, Second Colorado Infantry. 


Eo. 1. 

Report of Capt. William H. BaeJcus, Second Colorado Infantry. 

Fort Union, E. Mex., December 1, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the following operations of my com¬ 
pany since my last report : 

On November 1 one of the men sent to guard the wagons that had 
gon% to Hatches Eanch for forage returned and reported a camp of 
Mexicans about 45 miles from camp, on the Fort Smith road. From 
what he could learn from the drivers they were a part of a large party 
which had undertaken to go down the Pecos, but had been turned back 
by the troops there, and were now waiting for the remainder of their 
company to come up, and were then determined to go on down the 
(jountry, if they had to cut the soldiers^ throats. The man left the camp 
at night and rode all night to bring me the information at camp. 

November 2 I started for the road at midnight, with 20 men, to be 
ready for them when they came along. Arrived at the road at day¬ 
light, but saw no Mexicans 5 went on up the road 20 miles farther, to 
where they were encamped the night before; found that they had 
turned back 5 sent 2 men on after them and marched the remainder 
back to camp. The 2 men sent to look for the Mexican train returned 
to the camp on the 5th instant, at 4 p. m., reporting that the Mexicans 
were encamped about 15 miles from where they were first discovered, 
and that they had increased in number to 30 wagons and over 100 men. 
I sent out a spy, to keep well up the road and give me timely notice of 
their approach. 

November 6 they came in at 10 }>. m. and reported the train coming 
down the road. Got 20 men ready and started at midnight for the road 
again to meet them. The train came on in sight at 4 p. m.; arrested 
the owners and had the train camped. Found that the wagons con¬ 
tained no loading. There were about 150 head of loose, fat cattle, be¬ 
sides those attached to the wagons. They said that they wished to go 
below to hunt buftalo. I told them that they could go, but they must 
leave their surplus cattle, which they declined to do, and on the morn¬ 
ing of the 8 th turned back, and I marched to camp. 

While I was examining the Mexican train on the 7th a messenger 
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arrived from Lieutenant Shoup, stating that he had overtaken the 
wagons that he was sent after and had captured 24 prisoners, and 
asked for more men to help bring them up. As soon as I was through 
with the Mexicans I ^spatched 10 men to go down and meet Lieuten¬ 
ant Shoup. Men in camp not on other duty are engaged in building 
stables. 

On the 11th ultimo the picket guard arrested a party of Mexicans 
and sent for me. I went over to the road and found them to be buffalo- 
hunters ; examined them and let them pass on. Another messenger 
arrived from Lieutenant Shoup after rations. I sent a wagon with 
rations to meet him. 

JS’ovember 13 Lieutenant Shoup and the prisoners arrived at the 
picket camp; prisoners sick with small-pox; had left 2 of them 150 
miles below; they were unable to travel; left 2 men to take care of 
them and bring them up as soon as they were able. Eetumedto camp 
this evening, and found the Indian agent who went down with Shoup^s 
party had returned with the chiefs Mouwa and Little Buffalo, accom¬ 
panied by about 100 Indians and squaws. They staid four or five 
days with us. The agent gave them their presents, and Lieutenant 
Shoup and myself had several talks with them. They professed great 
friendship, and said that if we would come down and fight the Texans 
they would help us, and directed us to carry a white flag, so that they 
might know us. 

November 16 the 2 men left back with the sick prisoners came into 
small-pox camp. The prisoners had both died. 

November 21 relieved by Lieutenant Perry and marched for Port 
Union. 

November 23 another of the prisoners died of small-pox. 

November 24 the entire command, with the prisoners, marched for 
Port Union. 

November 25 I left the command at Eed Lake this morning and 
started for Santa P^. 

1 have the honor also to inclose the report of Lieutenant Shoup of 
his pursuit and capture of the prisoners. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. BACKUS, 

Captain Company (7, Second Colorado Volunteers, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Edqrs, Department of New Mexico^ Santa N, Mex, 


No. 2. 

Report of Lieut. George L. Shoup^ Second Colorado Infantry, 

Port Union, N. Mex., December 1, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders, 
No. —, October 20,1862, 1 left your camp, at mouth of Utah Creek, 
Canadian Eiver, to pursue, and if possible overtake and arrest, a party 
who had gone down that river. I had with me Sergeant [S. G.J Marvin, 
Corporal [A. W.] Allen, and 17 privates; also Dr. Rankin, Indian Agent 
Stapp, and Interpreter Delisle. 

The first day, about 2 p. m., after marching about 25 miles, we dis¬ 
covered one of their camps. Prom the appearance of the ashes, the tracks 
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of the animals, and other signs in and around camp we judged it to be 
at least three days old. Forming an estimate from the distance they 
had traveled the day previous to encamping here I conclnded that 
they must be some 80 or 90 miles ahead of me. This camp was about 
10 miles from the Fort Smith road and about 16 miles from the Cana¬ 
dian Eiver, between the road and river. I had some knowledge of the 
country for about 260 miles down the Canadian Eiver from Utah Creek. 
I knew a trail on the north side of the Canadian that intersects the 
Fort Smith road about 226 miles below the mouth of Utah Creek. I had 
marched over that trail in September last, while scouting after TTidians 
It was then reported to me to be shorter than the Fort Smith road. 

The party of whom we were in pursuit were evidently trying to leave 
the country without being detected. The direction they were traveling 
would indicate that they were going to Fort Smith. They were follow¬ 
ing a trail that had been recently made by horses, mules, and pack- 
animals, about 40 in number. This led me to believe that they might 
be part of the same party. I afterward ascertained that this trail had 
been made by Mexicans, who were trading with the Ind^ns, and would 
join at some point below. It was also evident that they knew of our 
presence in that part of the country. I feared that they might haVe 
spies, who would watch our movements, and as I was foUowmg, to all 
appearances, a superior number, I feared I might be led into some trap 
and get surprised ourselves by them. I therefore conclnded to cross 
the river and follow the trail that leads down the north side, and march 
as rapidly as possible to the junction of the trail with the Fort Smith 
road. Having arrived at this conclusion, Idnformed Sergeant Marvin 
of what I had determined on doing, and i“‘"—- 
evening to the river, and, agreeing to mee 

took one man and followed the trail to thv XX'O.Ck.V JL XU_Lg 

gain some more information concerning tlie number, character, &c.,.uj. 
the party. I discovered, while riding to their next camp, distant about 
10 miles, and which I supposed to be a noon camp, that there were 5 
wagons } also that there was a lady with the party. I here turned 
about and joined my men the same night. 

After arriving in camp, on October 30, at a point about 175 miles 
below the mouth of the Utah Creek, I concluded to reconnoiter the 
country southward in search of the Fort Smith road, as I had been 
informed by my guide that the Fort Smith road came near the river 
opposite this camp. I took Corporal Allen and Private [James] Baird, 
rode cautiously to the river and crossed over, but was not successful 
in finding the road. Thinking that we must soon come to the road, we 
rode on southward about 15 miles till about midnight, when I gave up 
the search, turned about, and rode for camp, where I arrived next day 
about 11 a. m., and immediately resumed the march for the junction of 
the trail with the road. 

On November 2, about noon, 1 arrived at a point opposite where the 
Fort Smith road comes to the river from the bluffs, and about 2S0 miles 
below the mouth of Utah Creek. I placed a spy on a lookout on a 
high bluff, where he could see across the river and watch the maneuver¬ 
ing of any party on the Fort Smith road for many miles either way. 
Examining the road, I found that the party of whom we were in search 
had not yet passed. There being a village of Indians a few miles below, 
I concluded to go down to the village with their agent (Stapp), to see and 
have a talk with them, and then return by way of the Fort Smith road 
to meet the truant party. I was not out of sight of my last camp before 
my spy on the lookout discovered the party approaching and imme- 
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diately informed me of the same. A spy was immediately concealed in 
theblnff opposite them to watch their movements, and, if possible, ascer¬ 
tain their number, means of defense, &c. I marched down the river 
about 8 miles, and concealed the men and animals in a grove of timber 
near the river. Several Indians were seen during the evening, but none 
came to our camp. After dark I took a few men and rode out to recon- 
noiter their camp, which was found to be about 8 miles above and about 
1 mile from the river. They had too many dogs for a night surprise. 

About 11 o^clock at night some one was heard hallooing opposite our 
camp across the river. I went down to the river bank and saw three 
men on the opposite shore. One of the men asked me, in broken Eng¬ 
lish, if they could cross the river. I replied that they could easily ford 
' it. My first impression was that it was a detachment of the party above, 
who had gone ahead and had mistaken our camp for theirs. By this 
time some of my men had come to me, and we were ready to arrest them 
as they came out of the river. Just before they reached the shore we 
discovered that they were Indians. I recognized one of the Indians to 
be an old friend of mine. He commenced hallooing, and other Indians 
came across. I told them that we had come down on a friendly visit, and 
^ told them that we had some presents for them at our camp. I asked 
them if they knew who the party was in the camp above. They pro¬ 
fessed to be ignorant of the existence of another party in the vicinity,, 
and they at once suspected treachery on our part. They thought it im¬ 
possible that we could come from the same direction and nor know who 
the other party was. However, I, with the assistance of Agent Stapp, 
convinced them that we had no other than friendly feelings toward them 5 
that we were telling them the truth, &c.; that if the party on the other 
side of the river above were traders I would not molest them ,• but if 
they were going to Fort Smith or to any other part of the Confederacy 
. I must take them back. I told the Indian who could talk English that 
if he would go to their camp early in the morning, ascertain whether or 
not they were traders, their number of men^ their kind of arms, &c., 
I would reward him for so doing. I told him upon no consideration 
to let them know of our presence in the vicinity. I then gave t])em a 
midnight meal and they left. 

The next morning at day-break we crossed the river, and T selected 
a good position to surprise the party. Concealed our horses behind 
a bluff, about 250 yards from the road, leaving a guard witli them, 
while we took our position behind a bluff witliiu a few leet of the 
the road—a most excellent place to surprise a party coming down the 
road. The Indians came around us in considerable numbers. Their 
suspicions were again aroused, and the messenger had not gone nj) to 
the camp, as agreed upon the night before. But we soon allayed all 
suspicion again, and Indian Thomas (who speaks English), after n^ceiv- 
ing instructions to be very cautious and discreet, started lor tlie (jam]) 
above. About two hours later he returned, bringing a note, directed 
to the chief of the Gomaucho Nation, signed Bussell & Co. Tho sub¬ 
stance of the note was that they were a party of 1<S wliiU^ mcMi, Iroin Las 
Yegas, N. Mex., bound for Fort Smith. 1 told (he Judiaus 1 should take 
the party back with me. The Indians were all animated, and wished 
to participate iu the capture of the party. They w(‘rc instructed that 
we thought ourselves equal to the task. They still insisted on helping 
us, and said that they would be governed by my orders. I then told 
them thatuf any of the party should escape then th(\y might take them 
prisoners, and I would reward them for so doing. This satisfied them. 
They concealed their animals behind a bluff near ours and made great 
preparations for a fight. 
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About 11 a. m. the party came in sight. The Indians came very near 
revealing our whereabouts by assembling on a bluff near by, and, by 
their great anxiety to see all that was going on, they held their heads 
so high that they were seen by the party approaching, who, on seeing 
the Indians acting in this manner, suspected an attack from them; con¬ 
sequently they halted at the distance of a quarter of a mile, examined 
their arms, and made every preparation for a battle with the Indians, 
and then moved on. I had previously ordered that the word Surren¬ 
der^^ should be the sigpal for my men to spring up, with muskets cocked 
and aimed, on our opponents. I let them come fully into the trap set 
for them, when I commanded them to halt and surrender. They were 
completeily surprised. They were watching the Indians, and did not 
think of danger so close by. I repeated the command to surrender, 
which command they immediately complied with by dropping their arms 
without showing resistance. I took from them 6 double-barreled shot¬ 
guns, 8 rifles, 6 revolvers, 10 mules, 10 horses, 10 sets of harness, 10 
bridles, 10 saddles, 1 side-saddle, and 5 wagons. I searched their per¬ 
sons and baggage for papers, taking from them any and all papers liable 
to be of any service whatsoever in furnishing evidence for or against 
them. In answer to questions asked as to where they were going the 
majority answered to their homes in Georgia, two or three to Fort 
Smith, one to Cherokee Nation, one to Kansas, and one to Missouri. 
At the time of their surrender they had three cases of smaU-pox among 
them. In searching their baggage I found some treasure—gold dust, 
watches, chains, rings, &c., all of which I allowed them to keep. 

The names of the party are as follows, viz: Green Bussell, Dr. D. I. 
Bussell, J. O. Bussell, Samuel Bates, John Wallace, Bobert Fields, 
James Pierce, James Whiting, A. S. Bippy, H. M. Dempsey, W. I. 
Witcher, William Witcher, D. Patterson, G. F. Bives, J. Gloss, W. 
Odem, Isaac Eoberts, J. P. Potts, and family of six children, the oldest 
a young lady, about seventeen years of age. 

I forwarded to you, by a messenger, same day, the result of the ex¬ 
pedition, hastily written with a pencil, in which I neglected to state 
that there were three cases of small-pox among the prisoners, but told 
the messenger to be sure and tell you. 

There were about 100 Indians at my camp that evening. They de¬ 
manded a prisoner. They said that they had been fighting the Texans, 
and that they must have a man now, that they might have a war-dance. 
I told them repeatedly that they could not have a man; that I should 
start back in the morning with all the lulsoners; that Agent Stapp 
and two others would stop with them a few days to show them that we 
were acting in good faith toward them, and that the agent would then 
bring them to our camp to receive their presents. They started a 
runner immediately for their Head chief, Mouwa. 

Next morning 1* commenced the return march. After inarching up 
the river about 10 miles an Indian overtook me, staling that Mouwa 
and other Indians w^ere coming up the river; that Mouwa wished me to 
stop, as he wished to see me. I encamped about two hours, after which 
Mouwa came uj), with about 50 other Indians with him. 1 gave them 
something to eat. We then held an interview. lie v anted a man, 
half of the animals, arms, ammunition, &c., taken froni the prisoners. 
I told him that was not consistent with our rules of warfare. I told 
them that I was willing to pay them for the information they had given 
us, and wcfhld be willing to pay tliein ior all information received here¬ 
after. 1 gave them some silver and other presents lor the information 
they had given this time. Agent Stapp did the same. After talking 
all evening we separted the best of friends, with a good understanding. 
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Agent Stapp and two others were to return with the Indians, stay with 
them three days, and then all were to go to your camp, at the mouth of 
Utah Greet. The next morning we resumed our march up the river. 

On the morning of November 7 Dr. Eussell informed me that two of 
the men having the small-pox were too sick to resume the march on 
that day, but thought by next day they would be better, after one day^s 
rest. I laid in camp that day. 'S&s.t morning the doctor informed me 
that the sick were no better and could not be moved. At this time 
some of the prisoners were out of rations and some of them had more 
than eight days’ rations. I had six or seven days’ rations. This, when 
divided among those who had none, made it necessary to make your 
camp as soon as possible. Acting under this impulse, I left two of the 
sick men and two of those who had partially recovered as attendants 
and two of my*men as a guard, with fifteen days’ rations, and leaving 
with them one wagon and team, while I resumed the march. 

On ITovember 111 was met by a detachment of 10 men, sent out by 
you to meet me. They had but one day’s rations left when I met them, 
their fourth day from your camp. I sent two of them forward the same 
day, with a dispatch to you, requesting that rations be sent to meet me. 

On the 13th I met a team, sent out by you, with rations for me. The 
same day I arrived at your picket camp. 

The general conduct and behavior of the prisoners after their capture 
was that of high-toned gentlemen. They made no attempt to escape. 
They all say that they had no intention of joining the Confederate Army, 
though the majority of them acknowledge that their sympathies are 
with the South. 

Our men in this, as in former events, deserve the highest praise for 
their perseverance, coolness, courage, and discretion. Sergeant Marvin 
and Corporal Allen were untiring in their exertions for the safe-keep¬ 
ing of the prisoners. 

I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant, 

G. L. SHOUP, 

Second Lieutenant Oompcmy (7, Second Colorado Volunteers. 

Capt. William H. Baokxjs. 


OCTOBER 24~N0VEMBER 6, 1862.—Operations in the La Fourche Dis¬ 
trict, La., including capture of Donaldsonville, October 25, and action 
at Georgia Landing, near Labadieville, October 27. 

No. 1.—^Maj. Gen. Benj. F. Butler, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the Gulf, 
No. 2.—^Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel, U. S. Army, commanding expedition. 

No. 3.—Lieut. John A. Vance, Sixteenth New York Infantry, Acting Signal Officer. 
No. 4,—Maj. Gen. R. Taylor, C. S. Army, commanding District of Western Louisiana. 
No. 5.—Brig. Gen. Alfred Mouton, C. S. Army. 

^To. 1. 

of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. 8. Army, commanding De- 
^artment of the Gulf, ^ 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ October 24,1862. 

General: While I have the honor to report a reasonable degree of 
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health on the part of my troops through the summer and an entire ab¬ 
sence of epidemic here, I think it would be well, in view of the coming 
summer, to change the regiments for the coming season, and for that 
purpose it will be necessary to begin now, to prevent disarranging the 
service. I find those necessarily kept on the lines at Carrollton suffer¬ 
ing greatly from the malarious swamp fever, to which the debilitating 
effects of summer predisposes them. 

To my astonishment, and against all theory, the regiment of accli¬ 
mated Louisianians which I have recruited here, and one of the most 
healthy I had while in barracks, sent there, supposing them able to 
resist the efffects of the malaria because of this acclimatization, have 
suffered from the swamp fever the most considerably of any—^much 
more than the fresh troops—the Seventy-fifth IS’ew York, which I brought 
^ from the healthy sands of Pensacola and placed in the same locality. 

I have the honor to report two regiments of IfTative Guards (colored) 
organized and mustered into the service, and one takes the field to¬ 
morrow. 

I have organized an expedition, consisting of a brigade (five regiments 
of infantry, two batteries of artillery, and four companies of cavalry), 
under the command of Brigadier-General Weitzel, to move upon the 
western bank of the Mississippi through Western Louisiana, for the 
purpose of dispersing the forces assembled there under General Eichard 
Taylor. 

I propose at the same time to send around some light-draught 
steamers, which I have been fitting for the service by protecting their 
boilers and engines with iron coverings, so as to prevent, if possible, 
the recurrence of the dreadful accident which occurred on the Mound 
City steamer by the penetration of her boilers by shot and by mount¬ 
ing them with light guns, to attack some batteries at Berwick Bay, to 
penetrate the waters of the bay and tributaries, and cut off the sup¬ 
plies of cattle for the rebel army from Texas via Opelousas and Few 
Iberia, and to act in conjunction with Brigadier-General Weitzel. At 
the same time I push forward a column from Algiers, consisting of the 
Eighth Eegiment Vermont Volunteers and the First Eegiment of 
Fative Guards (colored), along the Opelousas Eailroad to Thibodeaux 
and Brashear City, open the railway for the purpose of forwarding sup¬ 
plies to General Weitzel’s expedition, and to give the loyal planters an 
opportunity to forward their sugar and cotton to this city. I can easily 
hold this portion of Louisiana, by far the richest, and extend the move¬ 
ment so far as to substantially cut off all supplies from Texas to the 
enemy this coming winter by this route, if I can receive early re-enforce¬ 
ments. Please therefore send me Few England troops. The news¬ 
papers assure me that there are thousands waiting in Massachusetts. 
Letters from their officers are received by me begging that they may 
come to this department. Of course I have a preference for Massa¬ 
chusetts troops. Those that I have have behaved very well. 1 trust 
that they may be sent to me. 

1 should be glad if General Weitzel should be able to move upon 
Texas, and would suggest that an appropriate base of operations would 
be through Galveston, which I have just heard has surrendered to the 
naval force of the Union, but I have hardly a regiment which I can 
spare to hold it, although I propose to send one—not that I anticipate 
an immediate attack upon Few Orleans nor that I fear it, unless I am 
forced to receive the dSbris of the Southwestern wing after the defeat 
of Bragg by General Buell, while if I weaken myself here I may in¬ 
vite an attack from such source. 
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Eear-Admiral Farragut is very desirous that we should make a 
jmonstration on Mobde, or at least Port Morgau, to save the neces- 
ty of the large hlockadiug force off that fort. I think 3,000 men woidd 

> it successfally; but again I have not the men to spare and to do 
Lose things which I think of more immediate necessity. 

I have as yet received, with the exception of 60 men, no recruits from 
le North for any of my old regiments, some of which have been eighteen 
onths in service, so that my regiments appear much larger in numbers 
lan they are in effective strength. 

I am sorry to report the ve^ sudden and serious illness of Brigadier- 
eueral Arnold, who was stricken with paralysis while attending a re- 
lew on Saturday, from which I think he will not recover sufficiently 

> resume his duties for some months. s 

I was happy to receive the commendation of the general command- 
Lg in chief of the action of Major Strong at Ponchatoula. 

The illness of General Arnold and the wide-spread districts over which 
ly troops are disposed make it necessary that I should have another 
rigadier-general. Allow me to recommend for promotion Major Strong, 
ly assistant adjutant-general, lieutenant in the Ordnance Corps, who 
raduated the second in his class at West Point in 1867, and also has 
een in the service ever since. I know no one more competent, and 
irtainly he has shown both conduct and gallantry. I have been 
bliged to lose his services a part of the summer through his ill-health, 
rought on by overexertion in preparing the expedition to New Or- 
ans; but 1 think that he has now fully recovered and re-established 
is health. May 1 ask your kind offices to recommend to the President 
)is appointment as one eminently fit to be made ? 

T iiavA thA honor to be. very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. P. BUTLEE, 

Major-Generalj Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

Oommander-in- Chief. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La., October 27,1862. 

General: In my dispatch of the [24th] instant I had the honor to 
sport to the commanding general the departure of an expedition, under 
irigadier-General Weitzel, into that part of Louisiana which lies west 
f the Mississippi Eiver. 1 inclose General WeitzePs dispatch, show- 
ig his operations so far. * 

This is sent by hand of Captain [A. F.] Puffer, of my staff, by whom I 
Iso forward a map of that part of Louisiana which, though not strictly 
ccurate, will give you a very good idea of the country through which 
perations are being made. I have explained to him verbally the pro- 
osed action of the expedition, and, if you desire, by the aid of the inaj) 
e may make it clearer than 1 can by writing. I trust you will find 
im a gentleman of such intelligence as to make clear the difficulties 
re encounter and the necessity of the expenditure which I have 
lade for light-draught steamers for the numerous bayous. 

I hope that on Tuesday morning, the 28th instant, four of these 
teamers, two of them iron-clad as far as the boilers are concerned, will 

* That of October 25. See Report No. 2. 
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be in Brashear Oity. We have opened the railroad as far as the point 
marked “ Boutte Station.’^ The enemy have a force at the point where 
the Bayou des Allemands is crossed J)y the railroad. 

I have the honor to be, very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

BEl^J. E. BUTLEB, 
Mc^or-General, Commanding, 

Major-General B!alleok, 

Commander4n-Chief U, 8, Army, 


Headqxjabtebs Department op the Gulp, 

N'ew Orleans, La,, November 2,1862. 

1 have the honor to recount a very successful expedition, under Gen¬ 
eral Weitzel, of the preparation for the march of which I have previ¬ 
ously informed the commanding general: 

General Weitzel landed at Donaldsonville and took up his line of 
march on Sunday, October 26. About 9 miles beyond Donaldsonville 
he met the enemy in force. A sharp engagement ensued, in which he 
lost 18 killed and 68 wounded.* Full lists of the casualties have been 
received and published. The commanding officer of the enemy, Colonel 
McPheeters, was killed, and the enemy lost quite a large number in 
killed and wounded. Two hundred and sixty-eight prisoners were cap¬ 
tured, and also one piece of artillery. Since then he has met with no 
opposition, and the whole of that country is now open to him. The 
enemy has evacuated Brashear Oity, haviner bv mpfiTiQ nf tina 
got away before our gunboats could cu 
having been delayed by a very severe 

I send you General WeitzePs report, *__ , 

Sending off so large a proportion of my effective force has necessarily 
left me very weak here, and I beg leave to urge upon the commanding 
general the necessity of re-enforcements, with which I can operate at 
Mobile and Texas, or up the river, which can be opened, or a march on 
Jackson, Miss., undertaken. I am organizing some companies of Texas 
Volunteers as cavalry, which I hope will grow into a regiment. 

I will forward by the next mail my letter of instruction to General 
Weitzel in answer to his dispatches herewith sent. 

I am just informed that our railroad communications with General 
Weitzel are opened, and his messenger has just come in, bringing a 
dispatch while I write, which I inclose. 

I cannot too much commend the energy of Colonel Thomas, with his 
regiment, the Eighth Vermont, who have in six days opened 52 miles 
of railroad, built nine culverts, rebuilt a bridge (burned by the enemy) 
435 feet long, besides pulling up the rank grass from the track, which 
entirely impeded the locomotive all the way. In this work they were 
assisted by Colonel Stafford’s regiment, Native Guards, (colored), 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEB, 
Major-General, Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Oommander-Ui-Chief U, 8, Army, 


^ But aeo levised statement, p. 17ii. 
t That of Offoixi See Repoit No. 
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Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La., November 6, 1862, 

General: I have the honor to inclose copies of General WeitzePs 
reports* of his operations on the %est bank of the river and of my 
instructions to him. 

I propose tO‘day to visit him in person, to advise whether we will 
cross Berwick Bay without awaiting the reconstruction of the bridge 
at Bayou Boeuf. It will be apparent that General Weitzel brings up 
the interesting question of the war. I trust that my instructions on it 
will meet your approbation. The President and yourself are aware 
that I am wholly without guide in this matter. 

I take occasion to call to the attention of the general commanding 
In chief that more than seventy days since I called the attention of the 
War Department to the organization of three colored regiments by my 
General Orders, No. 63, of August 22,1862, subject to the approval of 
the President, and, though I have had many communications directly 
from the War Department and from the general commanding in chief, 
no communication disapproving of that organization has been received. 
I must therefore take it to be approved, but would prefer distinct 
orders on this subject. 

Awaiting further instructions from the general commanding-in-chief, 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BBNJ. P. BTJTLBE. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Oommander4n-Chief of the Armies of the United States. 


[luolosures.] 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, La., Novemter 2, 1862. 

General: Your dispatch of November 1 is received.! As I in¬ 
formed you in my last, I have sent forward both regiments of Native 
Guards (colored) to guard the road. 1 liave no doubt tliat before this 
reaches you Colonels Thomas and Stallbrd will have reported to you. 
They will receive from you orders. We have already taken measures 
about the organization of the management of the Oj^clonsas Railroad. 

Of course there will bo no more difficult subject for you to dc^al with 
than the negroes. By the act of Congress, iiulependent of the Jhesi- 
dent’s proclamation, having come from rebel masters into onr lines in 
occupation of rebel territory since the i)assage of that act they ar(‘ frcM*. 
But the question reeuis, What sliall we do witli them ? Wliile we liave 
no right to return them to their masters as sueh, it is our duly to take 
care of them, and that can include emidoymenl. Put them as lar as 
possible upon plantations; use every energy to lia.v(‘ th(‘ sugar ei’op 
made and preserved for the owners that are loyal, and for tlie United 
States where the owners are disloyal. I am working the jilantations 
along the river below upon this plan. Let tin* Io^al ])lant<‘rs make* 
arrangements to pay their negroes $10 a month for able-bodicul imai; 
$3 to be expended in clothiii.g, and so in jiroportion. Disembarrass 
your army of them as mucli as possilde. Ks])e(*iall.> will this be n<‘(*(*s 
sary in the case of Colonel Staffimbs command. 

I have information, more or l(\ss ivliable, that iher<‘ w'(‘it‘ about 8,000 
troops at Port Hudson, Poiiehatoiila, and Camp IMoore (about e<pially 


* Those ot Nov<‘iiil)Ci 1 nini T). Se<‘ Rejmrl No. 
\ See Repoi t No. V. 
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divided among the three) on October 27. My impression is that they 
have gone north. Bragg is undoubtedly badly beaten and is in ftill 
retreat. There has been no battle since the 9th (at Perryville) up to 
the 16th. l^othing new on the Potomac. I inclose you some of the 
latest newspapers with this dispatch. 

In regard to disarming the people, every disloyal person must be 
disarmed 5 and I do not mean by loyalty lip service. Besides, we must 
leave force enough to take care of any rising of the negroes. I think 
you had better see the most intelligent of the negroes in person, and 
assure them that all acts of Congress and laws in their favor will be 
carried out to them with the same effect if they remain on the planta¬ 
tions and work as if they came into camp, and caution them that there 
must be no violence to unarmed and quiet persons. 

You had better send back a train of extra artillery and cavalry horses 
and mule wagons to Algiers, on a march, without waiting for the rail¬ 
road. A small guard will be sufficient. They will probably have to 
strike the river road at Bonnet Oarr^; but of that your knowledge of 
the topography of the country will give you the best direction. I need 
not assure you that I am taking every means to open railroad and tele¬ 
graphic communication. 

Captain Kensel, who is present as this dispatch is written, is only 
waiting transportation to forward the ammunition. 

I think the gunboats had better press up to Pranklin and capture or 
destroy some boats that are building there. Of that you can teU better 
when you go forward. 

I wish to disengage McMillan^s regiment as early as it can be dis¬ 
pensed with, if at all, to hold G-alveston. 

It is under advisement to build a fort at Donaldsonville, at the junc¬ 
tion of the bayou and the river. We have 32-pounders here with which 
,we can arm it. That will make a station easily held on the coast half 
way between here and Baton Eouge. I think a work about on the plan 
of Fort Macomb, with casemates only, to flank the draw-bridge, would 
be the better plan. Please advise me on the subject. 

We hear flaming reports of salt-works at JSTew Iberia. If practicable, 
will it not be better to reach them and destroy them? But that I leave 
entirely to your discretion. 

That portion of Louisiana lying west of the Mississippi River will be 
constituted a military district, under your command, to be called the 
District of the Techc, headquarters wherever you may be. 

Colonel IMiomas writes me that the cars will pass to La Fourche to¬ 
day. Report to mo early what rolling stock you And at Brashear or 
along (he ]‘ 0 <id. 

r think the iron howitzers at Raceland had better be sent here, unless 
you have need of them. 

Your atterdiou is directed (o the practicability of so fortifying Bra¬ 
shear as to hold it, with the aid of a gunboat, with a small force, 
l^leaso rei)ort upon ihis subject. Ts any iortificatiou practicable at 
Thibodeaux or Terre Donne? 

Nothing else occurs to mo of interest to <;ommunicate. 

J>y order of MMjor-Ceueral Butler. 

(lEO. C. STRONG, 

Assistant Adjtitant-General, Chief of Staff, 

Brigadier-General Weitzel, 

Commanding District of the Teche, 
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‘ Headqtjabxees Depabtment of the G-ULF, 

New Orleans, La., November 6,1862. 

General : Your dispatches of Ifovember 5 have been received, as 
also your telegram of this evening.* I am directed by the major-gen¬ 
eral commanding to reply; 

Tour suggestions as to the field work at Donaldsonville will receive 
consideration. It will be necessary to make a battery at Brashear City 
and Berwick Bay or perhaps a field work. Upon this subject he will 
confer with you. 

In establishing the Military District of the Teche he was aware that 
at the moment yon did not occupy it except by your boats, and he gave 
the name in compliment to your skill and gallantry, as it was not 
doubted you would soon be in occupation; and in- putting the very 
large force under the command of so young a general he designed to 
show a mark of confidence in your discrimination and judgment. If 
it would be more desirable to yourself, he will change the name to the 
District of the La Bourche. That you should have declined the com¬ 
mand is the occasion of regret, arising most of all from the reasons 
given for so doing. As they are comprehended, they resolve them¬ 
selves into two: Pirsk that under your command are put two regi¬ 
ments of native Guards (colored), and you say that in these organi¬ 
zations you have no confidence. As your reading must have made 
you aware. General Jackson entertained a different opinion upon that 
subject. It was arranged between the commanding general and your¬ 
self that the colored regiments should be employed in guarding the rail¬ 
road. You do not complain in your report that they either failed to 
do their duty in that respect or that they have acted otherwise than 
correctly and obediently to the commands of their oflicers or that they 
have committed any outrage or pillage upon the inhabitants. 

The general was aware of your opinion that colored men will not 
fight. You have failed to show, by the conduct of tluise fr<>oinen so 
far, anything to sustain that opinion, and the general (;annot. see why 
you should decline the command, especially as you express a willing¬ 
ness to go forward to meet the only organized enemy with your own 
brigade alone without further support. The commanding g<*m*ral can¬ 
not see how the fact that they are guarding your lines of eommunieation 
by railroad esm weaken your defense. He must therefore look to tlie 
other reasons stated by you for an exi»lanation of your deelining tlie 
command. 

You say you “cannot command tliesc negro regiments.” Wliy noti f 
The reason must bo found in tlK‘.sc sentences of your rejiort. 

Since tlio arrival of thoiio^ro h\ inptoins <►! Ht^rvilt' hiik-i an* Im* 

coming apparent. I coiiUl not, without hrojikmg my l>rig;ui(‘ all ui>, put a ton o in 
everypart oftliitidiHtrii’tio dow n hurli an iu-^urn'cl ion. 1 caiiimt aHHunui t hr mm 
mand of such a force, and tlius ho rrapoiHildt^ tor iti (‘ondmd. I {ia\<‘ no contidrnro 
in the organization. ItH moral ofToct in this commuiufy, which is slnpp<'d of nearly 
all its able-bodied luon, and will be stripped of a great many of its aiiiiM, im teirible*; 
women and children, and (‘veii imm, aIl^ in teinu*. If islu'ail n ii(liii;», and I e.innot 
make myself respoiiHiblc for it. 

You say siuce the arrivtil of tin* iM‘gro i\t (hat pla(*e yon 

have seen symptoms of a servih* in.siirr<‘<‘(ion ; hut, as (h(‘ only n*g;imeiif 
that has arrived there got llierc as soon as tin* rest of yoni* eoimnan<l, 
of course the ai)pearan<*.e of such syiiiptoiiis issince their arrival.’’ 
Have you not mistaken the eanst* / Is it tin* arrival of a negro re^ci 
mentor is it the arrival of Unite(KStat(\s Iroops^carryiiif;, by thea(*( oi* 

'^Telegram not found. For <»ther <lisp:t(<*hes Kei>ort No. 
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Congress, freedom to this servile race ? Did you expect to march into 
that country, drained as you say it is by conscription of all its able-bodied 
white men without leaving the negroes free to show symptoms of servile 
insurrection ? Does not this state of things arise from the very fact of 
war itself! You are in a country where no\{; the negroes outnumber 
the whites ten to one, and these whites are in rebellion against the Gov¬ 
ernment or in terror seeking its protection. 

Upon reflection, can yon doubt that the same state of things would 
have arisen without the presence of a colored regiment! Did you not 
see symptoms of the same thing on the plantations here when we ar¬ 
rived, although under much less favorable circumstances, for a revolt! 
You say that the prospect of such an insurrection is heart-rending, and 
that you cannot be responsible for it. You are in no degree responsible 
for it. The responsibility rests upon those who have begun and carried 
on this war, who have stopped at no barbarity, no act of outrage, upon 
the citizens and troops of the United States. 

Yon have forwarded me the records of a pretended court-martial, 
showing that seven men of one of your regiments, who enlisted here into 
the Eighth Vermont Eegiment, who had surrendered themselves pris¬ 
oners of war, were in cold blood murdered, andjUS certain information 
shows, were required to dig their own graves. You are asked if this is 
not an occurrence equally as heart-rending as a prospective servile in¬ 
surrection! 

The question is now to be mot wliether in a hostile, rebellious part of 
the State, where this very murder has been committed by the Tnilif^^ia, 
you are to stop in the operations of the field to put down servile insur¬ 
rection because the men and women are terror-stricken. When was it 
ever heard before that a victorious general, in an unsurrondered prov¬ 
ince, stopped in his course for the purpose of preventing the rebellious 
inhabitants of that in-ovince from destroying each other and refused to 
toke command of a conquered province lest he should be made reBi)on- 
sible for their self-destruction ! As a military question, perhaps the 
more terror-stricken the inhabifcints are tliat are left in your roar the 
more safe will b(* your lines of communication. You say there have ap¬ 
peared before your eyes the very fjicts, in terror-stricken women, chil¬ 
dren, and men, wlijch you had before contemplated in theory. (Irant. 
it. But is not the remc<ly to be tbund in the surrender of the neighbors, 
fathers, brothers, and sons of the li'rror-stricken women and children, 
who are now in arms against the Government within 20 miles of yon ? 
And when that is done, and you have no long<*r to fear from their organ¬ 
ized force, and they ha.v(v returned peaceably to their homes, you will 
be able to us<^ tlui lidl pow(*r of your troops to insuns tluur safety from 
the so-much-feared (by them, hut not by us) siu’vile insurrection. 

If you d(‘Sire you <‘an send a Hag of lrn<;<‘ to the eommamh'r of these 
forces embracing tlusse vi(‘ws, aiul ])la»iing upon him the, responsibility 
which belongs to him. lOvi'u thati <'(airse will not r(un()v<“ it from you, 
for upon you it has nev(‘r rested. Kay to them that if all armed o])])o- 
sition to the.authority of the tlnite<l States should eea.se in Ijoui.siana 
on the west hank of th(> ri\(‘r .-you arc authoriz^sl by th(“ <'oinmanding 
general to say that the same ])rote<dion against lu'gro or other violence 
will be ailorch'd to that ])art of Ijouisiana fliat ha.s he<jn in the i)art 
already in the ])o.ss(“ssion of tin* troops of the llnittul States. If that 
is refused, whatever may emsiu* is iqxm them, and notui)on you or upon 
the United States. You will hav(i done all that, is required' of a brave, 
humane man to avert from these deluded p('oj)le the horrible conse¬ 
quences of their insane war uimn the Government. 
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With or without siueh a message the commanding general can see in 
your reasons nothing which should justly cause you to decline a high 
and honorable command, nor does he see how the remedy which you 
propose will aid the matter; and that remedy is that either he or some 
one of his officers should^ahe command of the negro regiments and re¬ 
lieve you of them. Do you think that change would be less likely to 
incite a servile insurrection under his command, or that of any of his 
officers, than under your own Will the horrors be less if they are 
under the command of an officer not present on the scene to check and 
allay these horrors than if they were commanded by an officer present 
and ready to adopt proper measures ? 

If your negro or other regiments commit any outrage upon the unof¬ 
fending and unarmed people, quietly attending to their own business, 
let them be most severely punished; but while operations in the field 
are going on I do not see how you can turn aside from an armed enemy 
before you to protect or defend the wives and children of these armed 
enemies from the consequences of their own rebellious wickedness. 

Consider this case: General Bragg is at liberty to ravage the homes 
of our brethren of Kentucky because the Union army of Louisiana is 
protecting his wife and his home against his negroes. Without that 
protection he would have to come back to take care of his wife, his 
home, and his negroes. It is understood that Mrs. Bragg is one of 
those terrified women of whom you speak in your report. 

This subject is not for the first time under the consideration of the 
commanding general. When in command of the Department of An¬ 
napolis, in May, 1861, he was asked to protect a community against 
the consequences of a servile rebellion. He replied that when that 
community laid down its arms and called upon him for protection he 
would give it, because from that moment between them and him war 
would cease. The same principles enunciated there will govern his and 
your action now, and you will afford such protection as soon as the com¬ 
munity, through its organized rulers, shall ask it. 

Your reports and this reply, I am instructed to say, will be forwarded 
by to-morrow^s mail to the commanding general of the Army. In the 
mean time these colored regiments of freemen, raised by the authority 
of the President, and approved by him as the Coinmander-in-Ohief of 
the Army, must be commanded by the officers of the Army of the 
United States like any other regiments. 

The commanding general does not doubt that everything that pru¬ 
dence, sagacity, skill, and courage can do will be done by you, general, 
to prosecute the cainj)aign you have so successfully begun. 

I am, general, very rcsi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. (). STEONG, 
Aanistant Adjviani-General, 

Brigadier-General Weitzel, 

Commanding Dintrict of the Teche^ La, 


No. 2. 

Reports of Brig, Gen, Godfrey Weitzely U. S, A., commanding expedition, 

Headquauters Reserve Beig-ade, 

IJonaldsonviUey La,j October 25, 1862. 
Major: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with orders, 
-Heft ('arrollton, La.,yesterday ufteiiioon with my command, and landed. 
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in accordance with my design, at Miner^s Point, 6 miles below this place, 
directing my transports to follow up the column, carrying the baggage 
and caissons. I entered this place without opposition at about 10 a. m. 
I heard so many conflicting reports as to the strength and position of the 
enemy’s forces that I sent out a reconnaissance of two companies of 
infantry, of the Thirteenth Connecticut, under the command of Captains 
McCord and Schlieter, and Perkins’ cavalry, accompanied by my adju¬ 
tant-general, Captain Hubbard. They drove in the enemy’s pickets, 
and report the force encamped on both sides of Bayou La Pourche, and 
represented to them as numbering 3,000. I could not get my train off 
soon enough and loaded to start to-day, as I would thus come upon the 
enemy too late in the evening; but I propose to start to-morrow early. 

Captain [Eichard] Barrett and Lieutenant [ 8 . A.] Perkins, in a flne 
dash upon the enemy’s pickets, captured a number of prisoners (13), all 
of whom I released on parole. 

I have not the least doubt but that the enemy will concentrate to 
meet me at Thibodeaux 5 in what force I cannot positively state, but it 
is said to be pretty large. I am informed that General Mouton is now 
in command, and has with him the remainder of the Eighteenth Lou¬ 
isiana Eegiment, which has seen some service. I will leave the First 
Louisiana here to hold this post, and must request you to order them 
-supplied with provisions from the city. I hope you will give me a vig¬ 
orous co-operation from the railroad. 

In conclusion I must thank Capt. [George M.] Eansom, in command 
of the Kineo and the gunboat fleet, for his vigorous and efficient co-op¬ 
eration with me thus far in my expedition. He manifested that same 
disposition to co-oijcrate with the Army to the full extent of his pow¬ 
ers for which he has already become famous. The same praise is due 
to Capt. [Keigart B.] Lowry, commanding the gunboat Sciota; Capt. 
I Francis A.J Eoe, commanding the gunboat Katahdin, and Capt. [E. 
F. K.| Lewis, commanding the gunboat Itasca. My transports were 
not fired upon at all, so well were they covered by the gunboats. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brig, Gen. U. VoJs.^ Gomdg. Reserve Brig.^ Dept, of ilie Gvlf. 

Maj. George O. STROisia, 

Asst. Adjf. 6V«,, Dept, of the Qvlf New Orleans^ La. 


Headquarters 1 reserve Brigade, 

Baifou La Foanhe^ near Thibodeaux^ La.^ October !30, 1802. 

Major : [ Imve (In* lioiior io report that this moi'uing at 0 o’clock 1 
<lisj)ntc*hed Colonel Birge, in <*oininaiKl of his regiment (the Thirteenth 
('JonneetienI), Barrett’s cavalry, and one seetion of Garruth’s battery, 
down the Bayon La Konrche to open eominnnieation with the city. 1 
have just r(‘e(‘iv(‘(l a <lispat(*h from him from Baeidand Station, in wliicli 
ho says that he has eoninmnieaUMl with Colonel Thomas, who is 1J miles 
from him. He found at the station three freight ears, on(‘ [lassenger 
'car, two harlxdte gnus, spikcMl (32-i)Oundcrs), two 12-p()nnder iron how¬ 
itzers, ill good ord(T, and guns, equipments, &e., seattcied along the 
road. 

[ therefore propose^ now to give you a more* detailed report ol my 
<»l)erations since I left Donaldsonville. I left this place at 6 o’clock on 
Sunday morning last and marched on the left bank until T was within 
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1 mile of Kapoleonville, ■where I bivonaoked in line of battle. Believ¬ 
ing that the enemy would, by means of the numerous flat-boat ferries 
which I knew were in the bayou, probably cross from one side of the 
bayou to the other, I took in tow a flat-boat bridge and carried it with 
me all the way, and have it ■with me now. I destroyed every boat I 
passed as a prudential military measure. It has proved of invaluable 
service to me. I moved on the first day ■with but one company of the 
Eighth ITew Hampshire on the right bank. The enemy’s scouts were 
continually in sight of my advance guard of cavalry, and just before 
going into camp 1 captain of the enemy was killed by my advance 
guard and 3 prisoners were taken. Immediately afterward one of the 
Eighth Hew Hampshire privates on the right bank was taken prisoner 
by the enemy. 

I started on Monday morning again at 6 o’clock, but feeling that the 
enemy was in some force on the right .bank I threw over the whole of 
the Eighth Hew Hampshire and Perkins’ cavalry by means of my float¬ 
ing bridge, and in this order moved down the bayou. 

At 11 o’clock, when I was about 2 miles above Labadieville, I received 
the report that the enemy was in force about 1 mile abe^ on the left 
bank, and that they had six pieces of artillery. I immediarely ordered 
four pieces of Oarruth’s battery up (two pieces were with the rear guard 
and Thompson’s was already ahead), and formed the Thirteenth Con¬ 
necticut and Seventy-fifth Hew York in line of battle to support 
Thompson. 

These two regiments formed splendidly, and moved at once forward 
to the attack through a dense cane field. I moved on with them, and 
after emerging from the cano field I received the report, which was 

4.1. ..4.4.1.--... --j-ight bank also, and that heha<l 

bat side. At the same time 1 received the 
. .^avalry was in the rear of my rear guard. 1 
y bridge across the bayou, ordering eight com- 
xwonui Connecticut over to support the Kighth Hew 
, leaving two companies of ibis regiment, oiui see.tion oi' 

_battery, and Williamson’s cavalry to guard the rear. I 

immediately ordered also that a road be cut up the stec*]) bank «)n botli 
sides of the bayou for the passage of artillery and njy train. I found 
soon that the enemy on the left bank, after deliviuing only th(* tin' ol' 
its advance guard, which killed one of my cavalry and wound<‘d an 
other and killed two horses, had disapj)eared for .some unaccountable 
reason. Fearing some ruse, 1 immediately ord(>red (h(>'rhirteenth (’oti 
necticut across the bayou to sui)portthe Mightb New Hami)sliire and 
the Twelfth Connecticut; Thompson’s batf<*ry to play upon 1h«‘ en 
emy’s artillery, on the right bank, which was tiring spl(Mididl.\ upon 
our forces and my bridge; ordered Carmth to cross o\«>r with his two 
advanced sections and the Heventy-tifth New York to support 'I'homj* 
son and guard the head of the bridge and tin* front of t he train. I then 
crossed over, ordered the Eighth N<‘w Hamp.shire to form line of battle 
across the road, the Twelfth Connc'cticut to form on its right, and oi- 
ilered theses forward to attack at once. Th<‘y had scarcely <-omm«*nc<‘(l 
moving when the Thiideonth Connecticut arrived on a double'<|niclv 
from across the bayou. 1 immedijitely esrele-re'e! this in re'se*i ve'. Hub.se*- 
quently, as the center guidess eif the* Eighth New Ilaniiishire' anel the' 
Twe'lfth Connee'ticut move'd in dillerent line's etf elire'e-tiem, the'y be'e-anie' 
sufliciently separated to allow me to threiw the' Thirte'e'Uth Cemne'e'tie-ut 
on the line' l)etwe*en the two. I orele're'd this reginu'nt tbrwarel in line' eil 
battle. The line, thus termed advan<‘e*d ste'aelily at my cesmmand for 
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ward. Tn a very short time the enemy’s battery retreated aad also the 
infantry support. The fight did not last long. I found that the enemy 
had four pieces of artillery in the road. It was Connor’s battery. Com¬ 
pany A, Withers’ light artilleiy, commanded by Capt. G. Ealston* (who 
was wounded and is now a paroled prisoner); this battery, supported 
by the remnants of the Eighteenth Louisiana and the Crescent City 
Regiments, numbering together about 600 men. They were lying down 
in a ditch on the lower side of a plantation road in the edge of woods 
at Georgia Landing, and immediately on the left of the battery. 

I ordered skirmishers at once in the woods to secure prisoners. Car- 
ruth arrived about this time, and I sent him with one section and Per¬ 
kins’cavalry in pursuit. Thoypurstied about 4 miles, Carruth firing upon 
the retreating forces on both sides of the bayou. I have since learned 
that Semmes’ battery of sixpleces,supported byOolonel Clark’s [Clack’s] 
(the Thirty-third) regiment of Louisiana Volunteers, was in front on 
the left bank. Ilo8tl8killedand74wonnded.t Lieutenant Francis, of 
the Twelfth Connecticut, was taken prisoner before the fight. We have 
buried 6 of the enemy and have 17 wounded in our hospital, but I have 
proof that their loss was greater. I took 166 of the enemy prisoners 
the day of the battle and 42 of them since; total, 208. I released them 
all on parole. Col. G. P. MePheeters was killed. I delivered his body 
to some of his brother oflBlcers who were prisoners, and ho was decently 
buried near the battle-field, the chaplain of the Eighth New Hampshire 
officiating. One of the pieces of the enemy’s artillery broke down in 
the retreat. We secured it and have it now in oui- possession. All of 
my command did very well, both officers and men. The Eighth Now 
Hampshire advanced steadily in front of the enemy’s battery. The 
Twelfth and Thirteenth Connecticut crossed the bridge, formed in line 
of battle under the very jiccurate and splendid fire of the enemy’s artil¬ 
lery without seeming to notice it at all. My cavalry has been of inval¬ 
uable service to mo; both officers and men have done splendidly. J 
wish I had four (imo.s the number. The Signal Corps also has been of 
great service to nu*. 1 crossed over my train and <incamped on the bat¬ 
tle-field ; had luy own and the enemy’s woundorl put in a house which J 
took as a hospital near where I w(«it into cami>. The next morning 
(yesterday) I moved down the riglrt bank of the bayou, throwing over 
the Sevoiity-lifth N(‘,w York and Williamson’s cavalry on the loft bank. 
1 left about 30 wounded of my own, who could not 1)0 moved, and tho 
enemy’s wouiuh'd, in charge of Surg. B. N. Comings, ol’ tho Q’hirtcontli 
Connecticut, and left with him provisions, money, and sni)plio8 for their 
care. I entered Thibodeaux at 3 o’clock p. m. without opposition. 1 
certainly exi)ected a. fight at this jdace. When 1 ari'ived a short dis 
tance from it I found from the smoke of burning In-idges that they wore 
retreating, and immediately ordered my cavalry in pursuit. They fol¬ 
lowed as closely as lluiir forc(‘ w’otild allow, and prevemted the total d(*- 
striKition of t.wo railroad bridges, the one across BayoJi La h’ourelu', the 
other acro.ss Bayou Terre Bonne. 1 found three freightcarsat La Fourelu' 
Crossing uninjured, one containing arms, shovels, and sugar, and another 
containing a iol of arms, ammunition, and aceoutcuanonts. I also found 
papers by the, side of the road, which W(>rethrown away in their retreat, 
proving that the (‘iieiny had left Bayou <l(‘s Alhunauds. 1 went into 
(jaini) on Burton’s jdantation, about 1 mile Indow Tliibodeaux. I will 
repair the damage on tho two bridges to-morrow. The enemy has re. 

*No rGconl foiiiul of Coihioi-’h jih a Miasissippi batloiy. Oporgo RalHton ap- 

poarn oil Uio rolls as captain of Hall cry H 

tS(*o roviscil Htat(‘inent,p. 172. 
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treated to Berwick Bay. 1 send you a list of my killed and wounded.*^ 
1 also send you a list of prisoners I paroled. I think it would he well 
to publish the latter list, as a great many are from New Orleans. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General^ U. 8. Vols.y Oomdg. Beserve Brigade. 
Maj. Geobg-e 0. Stbong, 

Assistant AdjutoM-General. 


Headquabtees Eeseeye Brigade, 

In Oamp^ near Thibodeaux^ La., November 1, 1862. 

Major: Since my last dispatch I have received information that the 
enemy has evacuated Berwick Bay, and in such a hurry (as our gun¬ 
boats were in sight) that they left over 400 wagon loads of negroes 
behind at Brashear City. To substantiate this report the negroes are 
already returning. Now, what shall I do with them'? I have already 
twice as many negroes in and around my camp as I have soldiers within. 
I cannot feed them; as a consequence they must-feed themselves. The 
community, of whom already quite a number have taken the oath of 
allegiance, is in great terror, fearing trouble with the negroes. They 
beg me to allow them to retain their arms. I cannot do this without 
mthority from headquarters. Last night my pickets were fired upon 
<\V some person armed with a shot-gun. This would make it prudent 
! / allow only those to retain arms who have taken the oath or are 
paroled. Please to give me instructions on this point. 

There is plenty of sugar here. I have already collected a large num¬ 
ber of cavalry and artillery horses and mules. Please organize that 
railroad now properly with a superintendent and proper employes, so 
that we may run regular trains, and not have our rolling stock ruined 
by bad management. Tell Captain [George A.] Kensel to hurry up the 
ammunition asked for. 

I have sent a force to Berwick Bay to take possession of the road 
from Tigerville to Berwick Bay, communicate with the gunboats, and 
repair the bridges across the Bayou Boeuf. I will have the bridges 
across Bayou La Pourche completed at 4 o’clock this afternoon, and 
the bridge at Terre Bonne will be completed to-morrow. Then, when 
the Bayou Boeuf Bridge is ready the whole road will be all right to 
Brashear City. All the planters nearly wish to make their crops very 
excellent this year, if I will order back their negroes or allow tlu^m to 
make some arrangement with them. 

Neither Colonel Thomas nor Colonel Stattbi‘d hav(‘ been yet se(‘n by 
me. I understand that the Native Guards were to picket the road. 
They want to hold Boiitto Station, Bayou dcs Allcinands Biidge, 
Tigerville, Bayou La Poiirehe Bridge, Terre Bonne Bridge, &c. I-)o 
this and throw out pickets, so as to coininimieate with each other. The 
telegraph should be repaired at once. I have undisputed possession of 
this country now, and this part of the cainpaig-n is a perfect success. 

1 am, sir, very respcctliilly, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 

Maj. George 0. Strong, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept of the Gulf, Hew Orleans, La. 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 172. 
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Beadquabters Eeserve Brigade, 

. In Camj^j near Thibodeaux^ La,^ November 2,1862. 

Major: 1 have the honor to report that I yesterday sent a force up 
the bayou to communicate with my hospital above Labadieville. The 
hospital Lad been undisturbed. All the people in the neighborhood 
were vieing with each other in kindness and attention to the wounded 
of both sides. This country is as safe to travel now as Canal street. 

Three men have died from their wounds since we left up there. I 
propose to remove the rest down here on a flat-boat and send them all 
to the city. 

On Friday evening I received information that a company of the 
enemy^s militia force was encamped a short distance northeast of Thibo¬ 
deaux, near a swamp. I sent out Perkins to capture them? He started 
yesterday morning at 3 o’clock, took a circuitous route, through cane 
fields, over ditches, through swamps, completely outflanked them, and 
took 53 (nearly the whole company) prisoners, with their arms, horses, 
and ammunition. It was a complete success. This Perkins is a splendid 
officer, and he deserves promotion as much as any officer I ever saw. I 
have not yet heard from [Hawkes] Fearing, whona I pushed on toTiger- 
ville to communicate with the gunboats and repair the bridges. I 
expect to hear from him to day. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WBITZBL, 

Brigadier-General^ U. 8. Vols., Comdg. Reserve Brigade, 

Maj. George 0. Stroistg, 

Asst Adjt, Gen,^ Dept, of the Gulf New Orleans^ La. 


Headquarters Eeserve Brigade, 

In Oampj near Thibodeaux^ La., Novmnber 5, 1862. 

Major: I have the honor to report that I have your communication 
of the 2d instant. I think it would be very proper to place a field work 
at or near Doiialdsonville. A permanent work, involving the construc¬ 
tion of masonry, would be too slow an operation. I think you had better 
send Lieutenant [John 0.] Palfrey up there to locate and construct it. 
He could carry on Ship Island and that too. A battery also, I think, 
would be very aj)propriate at Berwick Bay. I can direct the position 
and the construction of tliis battery. It would not be proper to build 
a work near here, as the comumnication with it can be easily cut 
and it could be turned readily. And now I desire, most resi)ectfully, to 
decline the command of the district which has been just created, and 
which, as we have not yet secured a foot of ground on the Teeho, ought 
properly to be called the District of the La Fourche. The reason 1 must 
<lecline is because accepting the command would place me in (command 
of all the troops in the district. 

I cannot command those negro regiments. The commanding general 
knows well my private opinions on this subject. What I stated to him 
privately, while on his staff, I see now before my eyes. Since tlu^ 
arrival of the negro regiments symptoms of servile insurrection are 
becoming appaieut. I could not, without breaking my brigade all up, 
put a force in every part of this district to keep down such an insur¬ 
rection. I cannot assume the command of such a force, and thus be 
responsible for its conduct. I have no confidence in the organization. 
Its moral effect in this community, which is stripped of n-early all its 
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^able-bodied men and will be stripped of a great many of its arms, is 
* terrible. Women and children, and even men, are in terror. It is 
heart-rending, and I cannot make myself responsible for it. I will 
gladly go anywhere with my own brigade that you see fit to order me. 
I beg you therefore to keep the negro brigade directly under your 
own command or place some one over both mine and it. I have given 
instructions to collect as much transportation as possible, so that I can 
cross Berwick Bay with my brigade, and will go down to-morrow in 
person to hurry up things. I cannot move my brigade there yet, as 
there is not sufficient drinking water, and this is a better camp. 

I am, sir, verv respectffiUy, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier General^ U. S. Vols., Gomdg. Eeserve Brigade. 

Maj. Geoeg^e O. STEONa, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.^ Be^t. of the Gulf Wew Orleans^ La. 


HeAjdqtjaetees Eeserve Bbioade, 

In Oampj near Thibodeaux, La., November 5, 1862. 

Major: In still further confibcmation of what I wrote to you in my 
dispatches of this morning relative to servile insurrection, I have the 
honor to inform you that on the plantation of Mr. David Pugh, a short 
distance above here, the negroes who had returned under the terms 
fixed upon by Major-General Butler, without provocation or cause of 
any kind, refused this morning to work, and assaulted the overseer 
"" .gh, injuring them severely; also a gentleman who came to 
„nce of Mrs. Pugh. Upon the plantation also of Mr. W. J. 
the Terre Bonne road, about 16 miles from here, an outbreak 

_ u/xready occurred, and the entire community thereabout are in 

hourly expectation and terror of a general rising. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General, J7. 8. Vols., Gomdg. Eeserve Brigade. 

Maj. GEORaE 0. Stroxo, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept, of the Gulf, New Orleans, La. 


Betum of Casualties in the Union forces engaged at Georgia Landing , La ., Octohei ' 27,1802. 
[Compiled from nominal lists of casnalties, rotuinB, &o.] 


Killod. 


Wounded. 


Captured or 
missing. 



12tli Connecticut Infantry. 

13tli Conn(»cticut Infantry. 

1st Louisiana Cavalry, Companies A, B, and C . 

Sth New Hampshire Infantry'^. 

70th New York Infantry. 

Total. 



3 

1 

1 

10 

1 


16 



16 1 

5 . 

18 . 

84 .. 


78 1 


20 

3 7 

1 20 

1 48 

1 2 


4 97 


* Papts John Q. A. Warren and Tohn TTol^eherkinod 
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- No . 3. * 

Report of Limt. John, A, Vance, Sicoteenth New YorJc Infam,try, Acting. 

Signal Officer. 

Thibodeaux, La., November 1,1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that Friday, October 24,1862, the 
party under my command embarked with the reserve brigade at Car¬ 
rollton, La. The officers were distributed as follows: Lieutenant Eaton 
on the Iberville, the leading transport 5 Lieutenant Butterfield on the 
SaUie Eobinson, the rearmost transport; Lieutenant Dana on the Kineo, 
the leading gunboat, and myself on the General Williams, in the center. 
General Weitzel was also on this transport.* 

# m « « # # # 

Early in the evening the general gave me orders not to allow the hne 
to extend more than 1^ mdes, and daring the night I was in almost 
constant communication with some of the officers, directing those in 
advance to go slower and the transports in the rear to close up. 

Saturday, October 25, we landed at daylight and marched to Donald- 
sonville. 

Sunday we commenced our march down the left bank of Bayou La 
Fourche; Lieutenant Eaton I sent with the advance guard, Lieutenant 
Butterfield with the rear guard, Lieutenant Dana at the head of the 
column, while I occupied the center. During the entire day we had 
comparatively nothing to do. 

Monday we were disposed in the same manner, with the exception of 
Lieutenant Dana, who crossed with the Eighth iSTew Hampshire to the 
right bank of the bayou. At noon our advance on the right bank fell 
in with the enemy ^concealed in a woods. Lieutenant Dana instantly 
called Lieutenant Eaton and sent S. W. F. 55, F. O. Lieutenant Eaton 
received this message and communicated it to the assistant adjutant- 
general, and at the same time I communicated it to General Weitzel, 
who ordered up four pieces of Thompson's battery to shell the woods. 
The range being too high. Lieutenant Dana sent S. O. E., which mes¬ 
sage Lieutenant Eaton delivered to officer in charge of the battery, 
but it was unheeded. A bridge was then thrown across the bayou and 
the Twelfth and Thirteenth Connecticut ordered to cross. Lieutenant 
Butterfield crossed with the Twelfth, and during the engagement which 
ensued his horse was struck by a piece of shell, became unmanageable, 
threw his rider, and escaped to the lines of the enemy. Lieutenant 
Butterfield fortunately escaped uninjured. Our ibrces on the left bank 
fell back to the crossing, and from there one section of Thompson’s 
battery opened upon the enemy on the opposite side, when Lieutenant 
Dana sent the following messages, which were re<*.(Hved l)y me: 

* # * 3f « * 

During the time Lieutenant Dana was sending these messages he 
was exposed to a lire of artillery and musketry. Lieutenant Eaton 
during this time wns pushing from and on the left bank, endeavoring 
to ascertain the position of a battery which was playing upon us. 
Soon as the enemy retreated they were followed by our cavalry and 
with them went Lieutenant. Dana. When they had advanced about a 
mile he sent, ^^Send Thompson’s battery liere.” This was received by 
Lieutenant Butterfield. Private Abbott was thrown from his horse, 

*Sonie uniniportant. niesHageN hero iiiseitwl by Lieutenant Vance omitted. 
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able-bodied men and will be stripped of a great, many of Its amis, is 
‘terrible. Women and children, and even men, uijo in terror. It is 
heart-rending, and I cannot make myself resimnsible for it. I will 
gladly go anywhere with my own brigade that yon see fit to order me. 
1 beg you therefore to keep the negro bri^e directly under your 
own command or place some one over both mine and it. I hove rfven 
instructions to collect as much transportation ns possible, so that 1 can 
cross Berwick Bay with my brigade, and will go down to-morrow in 
person to hurry up things, I cannot move my brigade there yet, as 
there is not sufficient drinking water, and this is a bettt'r camp. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(i. WEITZBL, 

Brigadier General, U. 8. Vole., (Jomdg. Reserve Brigade. 

Maj. Geoe»b O. Steono, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept, of the Gu^f, Jfaw Orleans, La. 

Healquaetees Besbeve Beioadb, 

In Gamp, near Thibodeam, La., November 5, 18(12. 

Majoe: In still further confirmation of what I wrote to you In my 
dispatches of this morning relative to servile iiisnrretttion, I have the 
honor to inform you that on the plantation of Mr. l)uvi<l Pugh, a short 
distance above here, the negroes who hud retunu’d nmler (he terms 
fixed upon by Majjor-deneral Butler, without provocation or caiiHe of 
any kind, refused this morning to work, and assaulted tln^ ovitsht 
and Mr. Pugh, injuring them severely; also a gentleman who eiuiu* to 
the assistance of Mrs. I’ugh. Upon tlie idantation also of .Mr. \V. .1, 
Miner, on the Terre Bonne road, about Hi miles from here, an outbreak 
has already occurred, and the entire eommtinil.v llieii«al>oiii are in 
hourly oxiiectation and terror of a general rising. 

I am, sir, very respecttully, .\oar obedieut her\aiit, 

W KIT/,HI., 

lirigadvr-GenmtJ, U. 8. Vids., Vamtlg. lti\)rvi I'.niinilt. 

Maj. Geoegk ('. Btuoxu, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Itipt. of the <luU\ Sue Orltun'i. Ln. 


lieturn of Cofiualtim in the f’nitni fort t tunfUGf / nt (ttorffif I tinG ixf in , thtuht, l-t » 

[('oilJpili (i IkMU IlDlilitiuM. ftl (u I .4 lUil . 1 


(/Oinnitiud 


IliUi UoiiTicofit tit Inluiitry . 

I.itli (Itmill (tiiMit Iniaiiti v 

I, i 1 ('tmiinnii * A Jl an 1 ( 

bth Ni . .1 • ; ■ hif tntrs 

7.'»th *Su,. 1 .iiiL liiiifcUlrv 

Total . . 

* f’lptH J .111! \ ■^Vitrf'i ' 
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R^ort of lAeut, John J.. Vanee, Sixteenth New York Infantry, Acting. 

Signal Officer. 

Thibodkaxtx, La., November 1,1862. 

Sir : I Lave the houor to report that Friday, October 24,1862, the 
party under my command embarked with the reserve brigade at Car¬ 
rollton, La. The officers were distributed as follows: Lieutenant Eaton 
on the Iberville, the leading transport; Lieutenant Butterfield on the 
Sallie Bobinson, the rearmost transport; Lieutenant Dana on the Kineo, 
the leading gunboat, and myself on the General Williams, in the center. 
General w eitzel was also on this transport.* 

# W « * « « « 

Early in the cveuing the general gave me orders not to allow the line 
to extend more than miles, and during the night I was in almost 
constant communication with some of the ofilcers, directing those in 
advance to go slower and the transports in the rear to close up. 

Saturday, October 26, we landed at daylight and marched to Donald- 
sonville. 

Sunday we commencjed our march down the left bank of Bayou La 
Pourche; Licuteiiaut Eaton F sent with the advance guard, Lieutenant 
Butterfield with tin’* rear guard, Lieutenant Dana at the head of the 
column, while I occupied the center. During the entire day we had 
comparatively nothing to do. 

Monday we weni disposed in the same manner, with the excei)tiou of 
Lieutenant Dana, who crossed with the Eighth New llam])shire to the 
right bank of the bayou. At noon our a<lvan(*/e on the right bank fell 
in with the(*nerny, comusihul in a woods. Lieutenant Dana instantly 
called Lieutenant Eaton and sent S. W. K. 65, F. (). Lieutenant Eaton 
received this inessagi* and communicated it to the assistant adjutant- 
general, and at. th(‘ saiiH‘, time I cominnnicat(‘<l it to General W(‘itzel, 
who or(h»n‘d ui> four pieces of Tllomx>son^s battery to shell llie woods. 
The range being too high. Lieutenant Dana siuit W. O. E., whicli mes 
sage Lieutenant Eaton d(‘Iiver(‘d to ollhu^r in charge of the battery, 
but it- was unhetMled. A bridges was then llirown across the bayou ainl 
the Twelfth and Thirte<‘uth ()onn<»ctieut ordered to cross. Lieutenant 
l>utt<‘rli<dcl eross(‘d with tin* ^I'weirtli, ami during the<MigMg(^ment which 
<uisiu‘(l liis horse was struck by a piec<M)rsh<‘il, b(icam(‘. unmaiiagi^able, 
thr(‘W his ri<ic*r, aud <*scape(l to the lim^s of the emuny. Lituitmiaut 
Ihitterthdd fortunat<*l.\ eseiiped uninjun*<l. Our lorees on tlu^ left bank 
tell back to th<‘ crossing, and trom tlnn-e om* s<M‘t.ion of ^Hiompson’s 
batt(‘ry opened upon tin* enemy on tli<‘ opposite^ si<h‘, wlnni LicMitenant 
Dana s(*nt (h<* followiiej; message's, which wen' ie<*(‘ive<l iih': 

» w I* je X » 4 

During tlu' time Lieiiti'iianI Dana was si'iiding llu'si' mc'ssagc's h<' 
w’as (‘xposed to a tiri' of artilh'ry and muski'liy. liii'iitt'iiant Eat.on 
(luring this tilin' wa.N imshing (Voin and on tin' h'fl bank, <‘nd(‘a.voiing 
to asei'itain tlu' position of a l)alt<'r\ which w'as playing u|)on us. 
Soon as tin' <*n<'Fn,N i(‘treated lln*> wen* follow(*(I our (‘Rivalry and 
with th(*m W('nt Li(‘iitenaiil Daoa. W In'ii tln'.y had a(lvane('d about a 
iiiih' In' s(*nt, '‘S(‘inl 'I'liompson’s batl('ry Ik'H'.” 1Miis was n'eeived by 
Liciibuiant Hutt(‘rliel(l. I*rivat<^ Abbott w'lis thrown from liis hora<^, 


SonM' uniinportnnt h«*n‘ niinti'd l»v Ln'iilcnanl. V;mc<» omitted. 
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rendered unfit for dmty, so that Lieutenant Dana had for a time but one 
man. It would be invidious to speak of any of the party when all did 
so well. All acted with coolness and bravery. The engagement con¬ 
tinued about an hour, and during the whole time every officer was 
active. 

Tuesday Lieutenant Eaton was on the left bank with the Seventy- 
fifth ISTew York, and he and I were in almost constant communication. 
Soon as he received any intelligence of the enemy he communicated it 
to me and 1 informed the general. 

Wednesday Lieutenant Eaton and I went with a force under Colonel 
Birge to communicate with Colonel Thomas and returned Thursday. 
The party has been well tested, and I am fully satisfied with what it 
accomplished. If we do not receive an honorable mention from the 
general I shall think it great injustice. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. YAUCE, 

First lAeuL IQthN, Y., and Actg. 8ig. Off. in Charge of Party. 

Lieut. E. H. Bussell. 

Lieutenant Eaton sent to Dana: ^‘The acting assistant adjutant- 
general says send out infantry skirmishers.’^ The engagement did not 
continue more than forty-five minutes. 


Ko. 4, 

Report of Maj. Gen. Richard Ta/ghr^ 0. 8. Army^ commanding District 

of Western Louisiana. 

Headquarters District Western Louisiana, 
Bayou TeehOj November 9, 1862. 

General : I have the honor to submit a copy of the report of Briga¬ 
dier-General Mouton concerning the recent operations on the La Fourche 
which have resulted in the falling back of the troops to the line of the 
Bayou Teche. I had availed myself of aU the resources at my command, 
in men and guns, to protect the rich and populous territory lying be¬ 
tween the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Bivers from the occupation of 
the enemy, and had hoped that the forces placed there were for the 
moment adequate to its protection, though it would appear from General 
Mouton’s re])ort that the necessity of guarding so inau}^ (hdached posi¬ 
tions rendered an effectual concentration of the troops at any one point, 
impracticable. As 1 stated to the department in tlie first report I had 
the honor to make after assuming command of the district, the defense 
of that section of it was rendered extj-emely difficult from the many 
lines of approach by which it could be j)cnetrated—a diffi(*iilty which 
was greatly augmented by the withdrawal of a considerable portion of 
the forces nu*iia(*ing New Orleans on the eastern side of the river about 
the period of my arrival here. 

It will be seen from General Monton’s leport that the enemy effected 
his landing at Donaldsonville on Saturday, tbe^ ^oth of October last. 
On the 19th of that month 1 had, at the urgent re(iuest of Lieutenant- 
General Pembei ton, left Alexandria and proc(‘eded to liis headquarters 
at rfacksou. Miss., for the purpose of having a conference with him. I 
arrivtMl there on Friday, the 21th, and on Sunday, the 261 li, came down 
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with him to Yicksburg. Oa my returo to Alexandria, which place I 
reached on the evening of Wednesday, the 29th, receiving no advices 
from General Mouton of the landing of the enemy or of the subsequent 
events on the La Eourche, I the next day went down the Eed ilfever, 
with an engineer officer, to examine and select a site for the construc¬ 
tion of a work for the defense of that river. It was only on my return 
to Alexandria from this trip, on the evening of Priday, the 31st, that I 
received a communication from General Mouton, announcing simply 
the fact of the landing of the enemy, though by telegraph and couriers 
information could reach me from the La Fourche in thirty-six hours. 

On the next day I received by this means a dispatch from him from 
the west side of Berwick Bay, informing me that my presence here was 
needed. On the next morning, which was Sunday, the 2d instant, I 
left Alexandria for this point and arrived here on Thursday, the 6th. 
A careful inspection of the position occupied by the troops here leads 
me to indulge the hope that I can hold it successfully against the force 
which the enemy has now probably at his disposal to throw upon it, 
and I have made arrangements to bring forward every additional man 
I can command. But from the topography of this portion of Louisiana, 
permeated by so many navigable streams, it must be obvious to the 
department that the rich district bordering on the Teche, including 
the salt mines on Marsh Island, of incalculable value to the Confed¬ 
eracy, win eventually fall into the hands of the enemy unless I receive 
considerable accessions of force, both in men and guns. 

The possession of Berwick Bay by the enemy renders the attempt 
possible by him to move with his gunboats up the Atchafalaya to Eed^ 
Elver. Had the alterations upon the steamer Cotton been completed 
in season, or had the gunboats Mobile and Saint Mary been permitted 
to remain at the bay, its entrance by the enemy would have been pre¬ 
vented at this time. In view of the contingency I have mentioned, of 
an attempt to move up the Atchafalaya, I have ordered a work to be 
put up on that river, for which I shall need guns, which I urgently ap¬ 
peal to the Department to have sent to me without delay, there being 
no heavy guns within this district, except a few abandoned in the forts 
around Berwick Bay on the fall of ISTew Orleans. I also renew the re¬ 
quest to have the Mobile and Saint Mary sent clown from the Yazoo to 
the mouth of Bed Biver, so as to be ready to enter the Atchafalaya at 
the first rise of those rivers. I have no reason to apprehend that the 
use of the salt mines can be materially interfered with by the enemy 
for the present. By the aid of a short portage from the Teche to the 
Atchafalaya the wuiter conveyance of salt to the east side of the Missis¬ 
sippi can, I trust, be preserved. 

It will be noticed that General Mouton mentions in his report the 
presence of some regiments of militia in the operations on theLa Fourche. 
I found these troops engaged in protecting that pait of the State on my 
first arrival there. As fast as their pla(*es could be supplied by regular 
organizations in the Conlederate service 1 made arrangements to cause 
them to be disbanded, in order that the consciipts among them might 
be brought into the camp of instruction \\ ithiu tlio h^ast possible delay. 
The straggling to their homes of such of them as were in service at the 
lime of the retreat of the forces from the La Fourche shows the impolicy 
of employing troops in tlie immediate vieiiiity of their own homes, and, in 
this connection, the Deinirtment should be made acquainted with the 
fact that the exemption act passed by the picstmt (Jongress practically 
puts an end to the further operations of the conscript act in Louisiana, 
siiK'c the almost exclusively agii<*nltural character of its population 
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gives th.e benefit of exemption from military service to so large a class 
as to preclude tie expectation of any serviceable addition beang made 
to the number of conscripts now in service. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JB. Td.irjj01t. 

General S. Ooofbe, Adjutant and Injector General. 


STo. 6. 

E^ort of Brig. Gen. Alfred Mouton, 0. 8. Army. 

At Mbs. Meade's, 4, 1}«J2. 

Sib: I have the honor of submitting the following report of the, 
movements preceding and following the engagement of the 27th Octo¬ 
ber, 1862, and details relative thereto. 

Late on the 26th of October, 1862,1 received information that the 
gunboats and transports of the enemy were moving up the river slowly 
and cautiously, and that in all likelihood they would soon be at Dou^d- 
■ sonviUe. They arrived there on the evening of the 26th and commenced 
landing troops, completing the landing on the 26th. Immediately 1 
moved to Donaldsonville, and found that our troops at that point had 
fallen back, under command of Colonel [W. G.] Vincent, to the Eao- 
conici, in the parish of Assumption, about 12 miles firom Donaldsonville. 
Colonel Vincent informed me that from all the information he had ob¬ 
tained the enemy numbered from 2,600 to3,000 infantry, 260 cavalry, and 
two batteries of field artillery. To oppose this force, which was mainly 
on the left descending bank of La Fourche, Colonel Vincent had only 600 
infantry and about 260 cavalry, with Semmes’ field battery. The dis¬ 
parity was so great that I deemed it my duty still to recede until the 
re-enforcements I had ordered up su-rived, and acc*>rdingly fell l>a(ik 
to the plantation of Mr. Winn, 2 miles above LahiMlioville, wlauv (lie 
Eighteenth and Crescent Eegiments and Ealston’s battery rt'aclied me 
at about 2 p. m., coming in from Berwick Bay and Bayou Bouif, wli(*re 
they were stationed. I had also ordered tiic Terre Bonne regiim-nl 
militia forward, and they arrived at about 8 a. m. On the 27(h Fu¬ 
ries’ battery was ordered up, but it reacluid mo only on the morning of 
the 28th. The columns of the enemy were advane'ing on both banks 
in about equal force, and in cousecpience, to pr«)vent. being out flanked, 
it became necessary to hold positions on both sides of t lie ba.\ on. The 
Eighteenth and Crescent, supported by Ralston’s batters, wJ«re plaeed 
on the right descending bank, and the Terre Bonne regiment mo\ed 
over to the left bank. Thus to (qipose tin* miemy on the right liank 1 


hadj according to returns made, viz: 

Eighteenth Regiment. 

Crescent Regiment. T, 

Ralston’s battery. tit 

Detachment of cavaby. I fi 


And on the left bank, viz: 

Thirty-third Regiment*. 

Terre Bonne regiment... 

Semmes’ battery.' yr, 

Second Louftana Oavalry.’ _ ” 

- rtba 


_ i/.m 

Nove^er^l^ '••'•♦fi'tioim. Ihittalion organization rwtorod 
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The enemy moved down abont equally strong on both banks, Ins 
force being from 1,500 to 1,800 on each side. The column on the right- 
bank pressed on more speedily than that on the left, and approached 
our line of battle at about 9 a. m. near the road leading into the settle¬ 
ment called Texas, in Assumption. Our forces, though much inferior 
in numbers, resisted their onward march and effectually succeeded in 
checking them, until, unfortunately, Kalsion^s battery was so severely 
injured by the enemy^s, and their ammunition giving out, they were 
compelled to fall back, which was done in some confusion, owing to the 
loss of their commander. I then took position about a mile and a half 
below, at Labadieville, at about 4 p. m., and awaited the advance of 
the enemy. This retrograde movement was rendered the more neces¬ 
sary from the fact that the enemy was crossing troops on pontoon 
bridge to the right bank and there massing forces. Immediately I also 
threw across part of tbe'iiifantry statione(l on the left; and at the close 
of the day tlie force of the enemy numbered about 2,000 infantry, 100 
cavalry, and a battery, while my own barely reached 1,000, iu(duding 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery. Informed that the enemy would make 
simultaneous movements vial)onaldsonville, Des Allemands, and Ber¬ 
wick Bay, 1 had foresecui that the necessity would aris(^ of abandoning 
Des Allemands and eonceutrating our for<‘.eH, believing that the salva¬ 
tion of the tro<)i)s re<iuired the adoption of this (tourso. On the 27th, at 
about 12 m., 1 gave onl<*rs to Major Manch^rs, assistant quartermaster, to 
sendoverthe train tog(‘t Colonel [T. K.] Vick's eommand^consistingof the 
La Kourche militia regiment, about 500 strong, and a detachment from 
the Thirty-third of about .‘>00, with iiistru(*tioiis to save everything he 
could and to <leKtroy ever> thing he might be comp(»lIed to leave behind. 
At the sanu^ tim<‘ I gav(‘ oinhu’sto the Haint. (’harh^sand Maiiit *lohn the 
Baptist regiin(‘nts and to tln^ cavalry ])it‘k(‘t at th(‘ Va<*heri<‘ and at tin* 
Boutte to fall back without <lclay on lh<^ main Ixxly. 

Major SandiU’s <*\(‘<»ut<‘d his orders, and in ix‘rson <lir<‘(*((xl tln^ coie 
dnetorof the train to rnov(M)tr from theTerr(‘ Bonin^ Station to th(‘ Des 
Allemands to bring in <h)lonel Viek’s command. Tin* (‘ngjiuxu* on 
board, a Mr, »la<*ol)s, laboring umler a. mi.sa|)|)ndi<*nsi(>n of tlieonhu's 
given to Captain K(*rr, siip(*rintcn<hmt, rid'nsixl to go nnh‘ss hy ord(M*s 
in writing from Captain Keiror from iny h(‘ad(|na!’t(n*H. 'I’liis man, I 
am incliinxl to i)clio\(^ from all tin* information 1 <x>nhl obtain, acpxl 
<*onscientionsly, but In* <'(*rlainly causcxl me much <‘ml)arraHsnn‘nt. iMr. 
Nelsoiij tln» assislaiit sn|M‘rint(*ndent, arriving at aboni 5 p. m., went, 
over with the train, lail learing h‘st lie inighl lx* violating orders In* 
and tin* <*ondn<*tor m(*n*l,\ ran tiirongh to d<‘iiv<*r lIn*oid<*rH ainl n* 
turned only uilli the sick and a portion of tin* ha‘j[gag(‘. 

In tin* mean t inn* (’olmn*! Vick pn*]>arc<l for dcs{ro\ini 4 <*\crNthing 
at the I)(*s Allemands Station, and all<*r burning the bridge look n]> 
Ins liin* of march to join me. ('oloiicl Vick's coitimainl w as so \n orn on! 
by the labor rccjuircd to destroy tin* Des All(*mands I>ndg<i ainl lln^ 
de]x>tR and t heir tt*dh>us mai*cli <)\cr I In* IxmI of t In* i oad, I hat in* n*acln*d 
me only at, about p. ni. of the LJSth, not \n ithstanding tin* most stren¬ 
uous <*llbrts on liis pari to get in <‘aiii<*r. 

My object, <*ouhl 1 have united in> force, was to make a desperate, 
resistaiiet* ami to driv<* the <*in*m\ back if |>ossibl(*, but when iny re- 
enforceiiieiits fail(*d to conn* in no alt(‘rnati\(* was left to me l)ut to 
maiieuv(‘r with tin* (*m‘ni> ainl sa\<' m> for(‘e. In eonse(nn‘n<*(* I issm*(l 
orders for tin* reino\aI of tin* sick to B(*rwiek Bay, and made all ne<*d- 
ful preparation for tin* n*moval of tin* Hton‘s. 

12 R U-YV 
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On the 28tli, whilst slowly receding, I held the enemy in check, and 
at about 12 m. concluded that I was reduced to the sad alternative of 
evacuating the place or have my entire command captured. Eesistance 
with the small force I had was no longer possible, especially as the men 
were worn-out with fatigue and loss of rest 5 besides, the mounted picket 
at Boutte had been driven- in by the enemy, who was advancing by the 
Des Allemands to re-enforce the enemy in front of me, and vague rumors 
were afloat that the expedition to Berwick Bay had reached its destina¬ 
tion. Information also came to me that two transports and two gun¬ 
boats had gone down jfrom Donaldsonville to IS'ew Orleans, and that 
they had returned and were landing re-enforcements at the Assumption 
Out-oflf. Hence I fell back to the Terre Bonne Station, embarked all 
the stores and troops, and moved them over to Berwick Bay. Colonel 
Vickis command had not yet arrived, and I remained at the station with 
' the cavalry to protect and cover it, while I sent on the artillery and 
wagon train via Ohucahoula by land to rendezvous at Tigerville for 
transportation, the cars being already filled with troops and stores. 
About 3 p. m. such portion of Colonel Yick^s command as he could 
bring up arrived, and it was sent on over the railroad track till it met 
a return train which had been ordered up to receive it. 

At 4 p. m. all the troops which could be collected having been sent for¬ 
ward I caused the Thibodeaux Bridge, the La Eourche Crossing Bridge, 
and the Terre Bonne Station to be burned, and moved on with the 
cavalry, reaching the bay on the 29th, and crossing everything by the 
30th. 

The casualties in the engagement of the 27th are, according to returns 
made, as follows, viz : Killed, 5; wounded, 8 5 missing, 180,* 3 horses were 
killed and 9 wounded; one 12-pounder howitzer axle broken, since re¬ 
placed by one from Des Allemands. 

The enemy^s loss reaches fully 250 to 300, as I have been informed by 
an officer of" the Eighteenth Eegiment, who was taken prisoner and 
released on parole. 

It is my painful duty to record the death of Colonel MePheeters, 
commanding the Crescent Eegiment, who fell gallantly and nobly de¬ 
fending our sacred cause at the head of his command. Captain Eals- 
ton, commanding the battery, was wounded and captured. Efforts 
were made to bring him jfeom the field, but failed, owing to the rapid 
advance of the enemy. This officer managed his battery with coolness 
and ability, and deserves much praise for the efficient services which 
lie rendered. 

Captain JB. S.] Story, commanding Company I), Eighteenth Eegi- 
inent, and Lieutenant f J. D.] Burke, of same company, were captured 
and paroled. The former went over to Now Orli^aiis and the latter re¬ 
turned to New Iberia, their respective domiciles. Colonel Arinant, of 
the Eighteenth Eegiment, commanded the troops and disiiosedof them 
with ability and judgment, availing himself of eviuy cover and pro¬ 
tection at hand and falling back in perfect order. 

The bridge at Bayou Bmuf, after all the troops and stores had been 
crossed, was burned, and all the public ])ro])erty at the bay which could 
not bo saved was destroyed before abandoning the latter jiosition, as 
hereafter explained. On the retreat, I am sorry to say, many of the 
conscripts attached to Colonel Vick’s command lagged behind and are 
uow in the enemy’s lines, he reaching the bay with only 82 of them out 
of about 300. 

Having been constantly moving since the 2Gth and closely watching 
and engaging the enemy has prevented me sooner from making a full 
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report, and even now it is very imperfect, from tlie reason that I have 
been unable to obtain from the different commands all the information 
needed. I, however, had the honor on the 29th ultimo of submitting a 
brief statement of results, in the mean time urging upon General Taylor 
the necessity of his presence here. This communication was forwarded 
by mail to the care of Colonel Burke, with request that he would for¬ 
ward without delay. On the 30th, to the care of Captain Lindsay, I sent 
on a telegram to General Taylor of the same import. While at the bay 
with my troops at about 3 in the morning on the 30th the Seger came 
up jfeom the Passes and informed me that four of the enemy^s boats were 
in sight, but the information obtained from the captain was so confused 
that I immediately dispatched Captain EiiUer on board the Hart to as¬ 
certain the facts. Upon his return he confirmed the presence of the 
boats outside the obstructions placed in the Passes and reported four 
visible, two of which fired into him after he had opened on them to draw 
their fire to ascertain their caliber. 

In the mean time, knowing full well that I could offer no resistance 
to gunboats at the bay, I dispatched Colonel Sulakowski up the Teche 
to select a defensible position and erect fortifications. The position 
chosen was about half a mile up the bayou, along a heavy point in the 
neighborhood of Mr. Charpantier’s, where intrenchments were imme¬ 
diately commenced and preparations made to obstruct the stream a lit¬ 
tle above this, at Mr. Cornay’s bridge, it being impossible to do so effect¬ 
ually anywhere below. Favored with a low tide, I had hoped the 
enemy would be prevented from removing the obstmctions or finding 
a channel, and the work was urged forward with all the expedition 
possible under the circumstances, having obtained hands sufficient only 
by the 31st. Prom this time forward all dispatch was used and every 
means in my power employed to offer a successful resistance at this 
point before the arrival of the boats, but in this I was grievously dis¬ 
appointed. On the 1st Captain Fuller, who was constantly on the alert, 
informed me that one of the boats was within the obstructions and that 
the others were making their way past them. I bade him hold them 
in check and give me all the time he could, which he did to the best of 
his ability, and I immediately selected another position about 2 miles 
above the obstructions at Mrs. Meade^s, where I commenced intrench¬ 
ments with a view of establishing heavy guns. 

On the 1st the four boats of the enemy had come within the obstruc¬ 
tions and moved up the bay cautiously and slowly, and I again ordered 
Captain Fuller with the Cotton to face and delay them as long as he 
could. This he accomplished by retarding them at the bay on the 1st. 
On the 2d they moved up the bay reconnoitering, and exchanged several 
shots with the Cotton without injuring her, and they finally dropped 
back to tlie bay at night, anchoring one of their boats at Gibbon’s 
Point. Deeming it all important to save tbe Cotton, with the liope that 
I might perhaps check them with her in the bayou, should they remove 
the obstructions at Cornay’s previous to the coinphdion of the iii- 
treiichments, 1 ordered him to back her ii]) the Teche a little above tlie 
works, and there hold himself in readiness to engage tlie boats should 
they come up, while I urged on the intrenchments. All the \\hile I k<*pt 
scouts forward, who informed me of the movements of tlie enemy. On 
the 3d the enemy moved up with his whole force, and at 2 p. m. en¬ 
gaged the Cotton and an uncovered land battery of riiied jiieces, which 
I had stationed in such manner as to co-operate with and protect the 
Cotton, The engagement lasted till 3.30 p. m., when the enemy’s boats 
came within such close range that the battery and the Cotton were 
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compelled to retire, and the enemy moved up to the obstructions. 1 
was also compelled to withdraw the troops so as to get out of the range 
of the enemy’s shells. As soon as the firing commenced all the negroes 
on the works stampeded, and it was impossible to collect them until 
late last night, when I placed them in the intrenchments again and 
commenced mounting what guns I could so as to resume my position 
by 4 a. m. this morning, which I did and now hold. Captain Fuller 
deserves much praise for the valuable services which he has rendered 
me and for the courage and boldness with which he has met the enemy 
at every step. 

The casualties of the engagement of the 3d are 1 private killed and 
2 wounded on the Cotton. She received no serious injury, though 
slightly damaged. The enemy must have suffered seriously, as many 
of our shots reached the boats and shrieks and groans were heard. ^ 
Permit me to repeat that the presence of General Taylor is indis¬ 
pensably necessary here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALFE. MOUTO^T, 
Brigadier-General^ GommcmdJing, 


Maj. E. StTRGET, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


OCTOBER 29, 1862.—^Affair at Sabine Pass, Tex. 

Rq^ort of Lieut. Col. A. W. Spaight^ SpaigMs Battalion. 

Headqtjaetebs Spaioht’s Battalion, 

Beaumon% Novemher 3,1862. 

Sir; I beg leave to report that on Wednesday night, 29th ultimo, a 
small portion of my command, consisting of Company A, commanded 
by Captain Marsh, had a slight affair with the enemy at Sabine Pass. 
Under instructions to seek every opportunity of inflicting damage on 
the enemy he posted his men about night-fall below the town on the 
Pass, and awaited the approach of the steamer Dan, with a schooner in 
tow, then making her way up the channel. 

As soon as the boats came in point-blank range of his carbines (about 
100 yards) he opened fire upon them, and continued the fire until they 
swung around out of range and opened upon him with canister and 
grape. He then withdrew without loss. Captain Marsh is sure, from 
the facts that the decks of both vessels were crowded with men who 
were distinctly visible by moonlight, that the fire was deliberate, that 
screams and groans arose from the vessels, and that the yellow flag at 
half-mast was displayed for the two succeeding days, tliat his fire did 
some execution. We have no means of ascertaining the loss of the 
enemy, but it is conjectured that it could not have been less than 25 
to 30. They then shelled the town without material damage. On the 
next morning, after throwing shot and shell vehemently in the vicinity, 
they sent out a party, under the protection of their guns, and burnt 
Wingate’s mill and dwelhug and Stamp’s dwelling. The fire upon 
them was used as a pretext for destroying this i^roperty, but it was 
doomed to destruction with or without u pretext. Several days pre¬ 
viously they had told the citizens to burn the lumber at the mill for 
fire-wood, for Wingate’s and Stamp’s property was confiscated to the 
United States Government. 
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Unless otherwise ordered, I shall fire upon them whenever I can do 
so with efiect, and whenever they take a position within range of my 
mountain howitzers 1 shall bring them to bear upon them. I do not 
believe that security to private property can be purchased by with¬ 
holding our hands. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. W. SPAIGHT, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieut. E. M. Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral. 


OCTOBEE 31-EOVEMBEE 1, 1862.—Bombardment of Lavaca, Tex. 

RDEFORTSv 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Hamilton P. Bee, C. S.Army, commanding Sub-District of the 
Rio Grande. 

No. % —Lieut. George E. Conklin, C. S. Army, Post Adjutant at Lavaca. 


1 . 

Report of Brig. Gen. Hamilton P. Bee, C. 8. Army, commandmg Suh-JDis- 
triet of the Rio Grande. 

Hdqes. Sub-Military District of the Eio Grande, 

San Antonio, Tex., November 15, 1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose an official dispatch* from Maj. D. D. 
Shea, 0. S. Provisional Army^ commanding the forces at Lavaca, report¬ 
ing the bombardment by the gunboats of the enemy of that city on the 
31st ultimo and 1st instant and their repulse. 

It gives me great satisfaction to call the attention of the general com¬ 
manding to the gallantry of Major Shea and his command. Although his 
ranks had been decimated by the yellow fever, his means of defense 
limited, and the force of the enemy far superior in guns and caliber, yet, 
sustained*by patriotism and courage, he compelled the enemy to retire. 
I would especially call the attention of the general commanding to the 
barbarous conduct of the Abolitionists in allowing one hour and a half 
to remove the women and children, the sick and the dying, from the town 
of Lavaca. I think 1 am warranted in saying that it was the most atro¬ 
cious of all the acts which have so marked their conduct in this war, 
and retributive justice but claimed her right when defeated and injured 
they slunk back whence they came. The patriotism and love of country 
displayed by the citizens of Lavaca, who willingly gave up their homes 
to destruction lather than that tiie enemy should land, is worthy of all 
praise, and will ser\e as a bright example to their fellow-countrymen. 
I have receiv(‘d inlbrmation that one of the heavy guns of the enemy 
burst on the forty-iirst round, doing great damage, but to what extent 
is not known. The Abolition fleet has retirtnl from the waters of Lavaca 
Bay, the objects of their visit being entirely frustrated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General, Provisional Army. 

Oapt. Samuel Boyer Davis, 

A. A. G., First District of Texas, San Antonio Tex. 


See Repoit No. 2. 
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Ko. 2. 

R^ort of Lieut. George E. Conklin, C. 8. Army, Post Adjutant at Lavaca, 

Headquaetkks, 
Laeava, Tex., November 1, 1862. 

SiE: By order of Maj. Daniel D. Shea, commanding this post, I have 
the honor to make, for the information of the general commanding this 
district, the following report of an engagement between the Federal 
steamers and the batteries at this point: 

On the morning of October 31 two Federal steamers appeared in sight, 
evidently steering for this place. About 11 a. ra. they arrived within a 
short distance, when they cast anchor. At I p. m. they sent a boat with 
a flag of truce ou shore, which was met by M^or Shea, accompanied by 
four of the citizens of the town. A short interview succeeded, during 
which a demand was made for the surrender of the town. They were 
answered by the commanding officer that he was there to defend it, and 
should do so to the best of his ability with all the means he bad at haitd. 
A demand was then made for time to remove the women, children, and 
sick persons from town. The officer in charge of the flag replied that 
one hour was the time he was authorized to grant, but in conskierution 
of the fact that an epidemic (yellow fever) was still rsJging in the town 
he would extend the time to one hour and a half; at the <*xpiration of 
which period they moved up abresmt the town and (>p(‘ne(i lire from hot h 
steamers upon both the town and batteries. At this time t lie re were 
many women and children still in the plan*, they having been unable, 
for want of time, to leave. Our batteiles inomiitly returned the tire. 
Captain [John A.J Vernon commanded on<’ of the balt<*ries, assisted bv 
Lieutenant [T. 1).] Woodward, and Cajitain (d. M.l Keiiss, assistisl by 
Lieutenants [O. L.] iSchnanbert and (O.J French, tlie other, and nobly 
did both officers and men iierlbrm their duty, working their guns as 
coolly as though on inspection, while a perfect storm of shot and shell 
rained around the.m; and this, although .tellow fever haii decimated 
their ranks, and that many of the men who manneil Ihi* batteries had 
but partially recovered from the fever, entitles them to tla* iiighest 
praise. The steamers were struek .several times ami one af them jmi 
tially disabled, as they immediately .steanusl olfoat of range <if lair bat 
teries, where they again cast, anchor and kept, up a stisidy fin* uiinn 
the (own and batteries until night siint in. 

On the next morning, November 1, they again opeiie<l lire upon tin* 
town and balterie.s, but owing to their Ixang eiitirel,\ out of lange of 
our guns we did not reply to them. .\t about 11 a. ni.'tlie\ ei a ed nien 
lire and stcameil down the ba.x in the diieetion of Indi.uiol.i, Ii.imii'; m 
tow the-schooner LccompI, whieh they had eaiitiued in tin- li.i\ ,i f. « 
<lays before. One of the steamers went outside the b.ir and steeled m 
of Oalvestoii, ])rob:ibly for a nioitiu boat oi >onie oiiiei 
aduitioiial lbr(*(‘ <0 assist 

I am glad to ii'port that no li\«‘s wen* lost on onr sale, but the enemv 
succeeded in doing eonsiderahle damage to tlie town, teaiing up the 
Streets and riddling the houses and othei-w ise damaxing the phree. '1 he 
cnemytired in all 21)2 shot and shell, 17*1 the lirst (la,\ and 7s the second, 
nearly all of them from .'!2 and (it ]>onnder rilled guns. 

Oapt. II. Willke. acting ordnanee ollieer, remleied Verv ellieient sen 
ice. Ill keeping the batteries supplied with ammmiition ami treeh e\oo>. 
mg hiinsclt in the discharge of his duties. 
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The citizens of this town acted nobly, particularly Mr. Dnnn and Mr. 
Oharles Oglesbury, -who remained in the town and materially assisted 
the commanding officer, suffering their property to be destroyed without 
a murmur, and only regretting they could do no more to serve their 
country. 

The ladies of the place, among whom Mrs. Ohesley arid Mrs. Dunn 
and the two beautiful and accomplished daughters of the former bore a 
conspicuous part, acted the part of true Southern heroines, supplying 
our tired soldiers with coff'ee, bread, and meat even during the thickest 
of the fight. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GBOEGB B. CONKLIN, 

Lieutencmt and Adjutant. 

Maj. B. F. Geay, 

Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Oen., San Antorm, Teas. 


NOVEMBEB 1-6,1862.—Naval operations on Berwick Bay, La. 

liHlPOKTS.* 

No. 1.—CommttudGT Thomafi MoKoati BncliaDan, U. S. Navy, oommanding 
U. H. Bteamor Calbouu. 

No. 2.—Capt. K. W. Fuller, oominauding Confo(l«rato steamer Cotton. 

No. 1. 

Rfj>ort of lAeut, (Jornmamkr Thomas McKean Buohanany U. aV. Navy, com- 
manding U, aV. steamer (lalhoun. 

IlKADC^UAltTKKS DKPARTMKNT OF TUF (lULF, 

November (>, 1802, 

Roiir-Aduiiru] i:RA(*UT, 

dommandisg Westers filochading Squadro7i: 

I iiiii to r(‘iiirn to.you a. co|)y of Biich- 

uiiaifs n*|)orl of his oixM-ations at Bonvietk Bay. 1 am sorry to say that 
owing to (h(‘ storms and d<*lays mxxsssary and nnne<j(\ssary in moving 
onr ti(M*t not. al)h‘ to gid. (hmo t lirixMlays soonor, when wo should 

hav<* infallihly l)a”g<‘d tln^ wlioh^ndxd |)arly. Now, as it is, wo must do 
th(‘ host \V(‘ can. 

Wo an' proposing to go fartlu'r, and may yot Ix' omployi'd som<' days 
upon this math'r. I will k(‘(‘p you inldrmcd of all furllu'r o[)crations. 

I have tin* honor to ho, &(*>., 

BIONJ. \\ BlITBIOIi, 
Major- (Jeneral, Commanflitiy. 


( luCloMIlH'. 1 

BNITKI) STAM’KS StfAMKK' ('ALHOTlN, 

Off Ilrashear November 1, 1802. 

Snt: I ha\c t in* honor to n‘])ort that \\(‘arn\(‘d oil'horo on tho night 
of th(' 1st, hut uiifortuuat<‘ly too lali' to stop tlu' r<‘hols from orossiug. 
W(' had a gicat deal of ddticiilt.\ iu g<‘lliiig ov<*r tho hay, and folt tlio 
want of onr light draught \css(‘ls v<‘ry mm*h. Tho day tlio Kinsman 
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arrived I crossed in her, and tried to get the Estrella over, but she 
grounded. I came up to the mouth of the river but saw nothing but 
the Hart, which we chased but could not catch. We got the Estrella 
and Saint Mary’s over the next day, and the following day the Calhoun 
came up with the Diana. 

The night of our arrival here we chased the rebel gunboat Cotton, 
but she got away from us by her superior speed. The same night we 
captured the rebel steamer A. B. Seger. She is a small boat, about 
the size of the Fancy liS'atchez, and is very useful. 

Yesterday I went with all the gunboats up Bayou Teche, and found 
the enemy about 14 miles from here, posted above the obstructions they 
had sunk in the Teche. We engaged them for two hours and drove 
them off, as we also did the Cotton. The Kinsman bore the brunt of it, 
and received fifty-four shots in her upper works and hull and had 1 man 
killed, a soldier of the Twenty-first Indiana, and 5 wounded. The pilot, 
John Bellino, had his leg badly shattered and died to-day from the 
effects of amputation. Captain Cooke, in the Estrella, received three 
shots and had 2 soldiers of the Twenty-first Indiana killed whilst work¬ 
ing the guns and 1 badly wounded. The Diana received three shots, but 
had no person hurt. She will have to be hauled out, as her stem is 
shot away. I received eight in the Calhoun, but fortunately they did 
no material damage. 

Captain Wiggins fought his ship nobly. He was in such a position 
that he received all the fire from the artillery on shore and at the same 
time had the Cotton playing upon him 5 he, however, drove the artillery 
owoTr Qnri pat Several shots into the Cotton. The whole rebel force 
, numbering between 3,000 and 4,000 men, with seventy field 
IVe hear to-day we did them a great deal of damage and that 
— _-*,ton is sunk. They had thrown up a mud fort this side, but 
evacuated it on our arrival. We tried to remove the obstructions but 
could not succeed, but I think that when General Weitzel arrives, so as to 
protect us from the sharpshooters on the bank, we can do so. I keep 
running up and down all the time, so as to keep the river clear of the 
obstructions. 

We can make all our repairs here, and I will have the Kinsman ready 
for service to-morrow. The Diana is getting timber out for Colonel 
Thomas to repair the bridge at Bayou Bceuf. The enemy destroyed 
about 1,000 hogsheads of sugar, a lot of molasses, and also burned 98 
cars an(i 3 engines. 

I send requisitions for ammunition for the three gunboats, which wo 
want very badly, as we fired away a good deal yesterday, and I expect 
to have a good deal more firing to do, and also for some blouses and 
shoes for the men that have been shipped. It is absolutely necessary 
that they should have some clothing, and I lioi)e you will order the 
quartermaster to furnish it. We have got all the steamers above us, 
but I am afraid they will burn them. The ollicers and men behaved 
splendidly. The Cotton is iron cased, and did some excellent shooting. 
She mounts one long 32-pounder, four 24-pounders, and two G-pounder 
rifle guns. 

The iron casing on the Kinsman and Diana turned the shot beauti¬ 
fully. Captain McLaflin, who was on board of the Calhoun with his 
company, went on shore with bis men and tried to get opposite the Cot¬ 
ton, but before he got up to her she had left. If she has not been sunk 
we will get her yet. I shall send the coal schooner back, as we dp 
not want her, there being plenty of coal here. 
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FOVEMBEE 5,1862. 

1 have just returned from another trip up the Teche vdth the Estrella. 
I had 3 men killed by a shot. The Cotton was there. They had a bat¬ 
tery on each bank, but we succeeded in driving them all off. I can do 
nottiing until General Weitzel arrives. They are now strongly posted 
at the obstructions, and although I can drive them off, I cannot work 
at them. We want some more ammunition now badly. I think the 
Cotton is casemated, as our shell glanced off. We had him on &e 
once. We could plainly see our shot strike him, but he fights bows on. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. MoKEAlsr BIJOHANAlir, 

Lieutenant^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin P. Butler, 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf. 


Ho. 2. 

E^ort of Capt. U. W. Full&r, commanding Confederate steamer Cotton. 

Department of State, G. S. A., 

Richmond^ Fa., Decemher 3,1862. 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of a recent naval 
action on the Bayou Teche, in Western Louisiana, in which Captain 
Fuller, with an artillery company on board of a small steamer, success¬ 
fully repulsed four gunboats carrying twenty-seven guns, and thus se¬ 
cured control of that important stream. 

The indorsement of General Taylor recommends the bestowal of some 
mark of favor on this gallant officer, and I hope it will be in your power 
to give him promotion as a reward for his service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. P. BENJAMIN. 

[Indorsement.] 

December 13,1862. 

If we were to give additional rank to our officers for gallant and dis¬ 
tinguished services in affairs with the enemy we would interfere with 
the proper organization of the Army and incur a heavy additional ex¬ 
pense. There is no law which provides brevets for gallant and dis¬ 
tinguished conduct. All that could be done therefore in the present 
case is to write a complimentary letter to Captain Puller, thanking him 
in the name of the Department for the services he has rendered, and 
when a vacancy occurs to which he could be appointed agreeably to 
law to promote him to fill it. 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of Wai. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutcmt and Inspector General. 

[Inoloaurt ] 

Gunboat'Cotton, Novemler 7,1862. 

Sir : I embrace the first opportunity of making my report of the recent 
affairs between the Cotton, under my command, and the squadron of 
Federal gunboats that have occupied Berwick Bay. 
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On Saturday evening, November 1, the smoke from the enemy’s boats 
warned me of their near approach in such force that resistance at the 
bay was considered by me to be rashness. Acting upon your order, re¬ 
ceived but a few minutes previously, I immediately gave the necessary 
orders for leaving the bay. The steamers Hart and Seger were there at 
the time, also Launch No. 1, under the command of J. M. Eogers, who I 
had temporarily appointed to the position of acting master. My orders 
to the officers of those boats were to get immediately under way—the 
Hart, under the command of Lieut. 0. Montague, to proceed up to the 
Teche with a barge loaded with Government sugar in tow. This was 
safely done according to orders, with one exception—Lieutenant Mon¬ 
tague at one time dropped his barge and returned like a gallant soldier 
to aid the Cotton in an unequal conflict. As soon as I could communi¬ 
cate to him my wishes he resumed his tow and proceeded safely to des¬ 
tination. Launch No. 1 also obeyed the order given to her commander, 
and conveyed the launch up the lake to a place near Indian Bend, from 
where he has since safely reported, and is now in position to render 
valuable service. The Seger, under the command of Acting Master I. 
O. Coons, disobeyed the order I gave of proceeding up the lake and 
turned up the Atchafalaya, and was ignobly abandoned to the enemy 
at a time when the Cotton was between the enemy and the Seger. The 
commanding officer has not since reported. I have been informed that 
he abandoned his men and proceeded as fast as possible to Saint Mar- 
tinville. Up to the present time the only reliable fact I have about the* 
Seger is that it is in the hands of the enemy, prowling about Grand 
Lake and bayous in the vicinity 5 of the crew, nothing. 

The enemy came into Berwick Bay on Saturday evening just at dark. 
As the Cotton was in range, having had to wait to get the other boats 
off, they immediately opened fire upon us and gave chase up the bay 
with three boats, continuing the fire, which I did not return until round¬ 
ing into the Atchafalaya, when one of our guns was brought to bear, 
and we fired one shot, which sped straight to its mark, striking one of 
the Federal boats in her bow, breaking many timbers, and 1 have since 
been informed that it killed 3 and wounded 5 men. The Federals con¬ 
tinued to fire shot and shell at us from eighteen guns for about thirty 
minutes, when they gave up the chase. The Cotton came up to the 
Teche, turned bow down and backed into it, keeping our teeth to the 
enemy. We backed up to the Turelier plantation, where we stopped 
for the night. 

On Sunday morning, the 2d instant, I received orders to move the 
Cotton above Cornay’s bridge, which I did as soon as possible. The 
bayou had some obstructions thrown across at that point, which 1 was 
ordered to defend until it got too hot for me and then to fall back, turn 
my boat across the bayou at the second bridge, and, if pursued, sink 
her. 

On Monday, at 2 p. m., the four Federal boats, mounting twenty- 
seven guns, came up and opened fire upon us. They came up in full 
confidence of overpowering numbers, giving us broadside after broad¬ 
side, frequently the whole four delivering their fire at once. The shot 
and shell literally rained on and about our boat, several striking us, 
but without doing serious damage. We returned their fire, my brave 
boys cheering frequently when a well-directed shot struck the Federal 
boats. One of them retired from the contest in about fifteen minutes, 
her place being taken by another. One boat for several minutes had 
her colors down, whether accidentally down or that they hauled it 
down to indicate a surrender we had no means of learning 5 however 
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they hoisted them again after a delay of about twenty minutes. One, 
more adventuresome than the rest, steadily steamed up the bayou 5 
when in about 100 yards of the obstructions we gave her a plunging 
shot from each of our guns, which all struck near the water on the 
starboard quarter. The boat immediately ran her head upon shore, 
and was listed down so as to throw her guns out of use and ceased 
her fire, except occasionally from one gun on the bow. At this time, 
when but one of the enemy’s boats fired with any vigor, when victory 
seemed to be within our reach, it was announced that we had no more 
cartridges, having fired the last one. Eetreat was all that remained for 
us; but as we slowly backed up we had some sacks made by cutting 
off the legs from the pantaloons of some of our men, which we filled 
and returned fire with as often as we could in that manner obtain a 
cartridge. This we continued until out of range and the enemy ceased 
their fire. We had to mourn the loss of one brave soldier, killed by an 
accidental discharge of his gun, which severely wounded another. An¬ 
other was accidentally wounded at another gun by the recoil of the 
carriage and has since died. One man was wounded by a piece of the 
enemy’s shell. These are all the casualties that occurred. The boat 
sustained no perceptible damage. 

On Tuesday morning we resumed our ori^nal position near the ob¬ 
structions, the enemy having previously retired. We worked hard to 
improve the condition of our boat and got up some iron to shield the 
engines. Nothing occurred worthy of note during the day. 

On Wednesday, the 5th instant, the enemy again opened fire upon 
us with four boats at about 10.30 o’clock. They fired from behind a 
point out of our range for about twenty minutes, then two of them 
steamed up into sight. We then immediately returned their fire, and 
with such eflect that the enemy retired and abandoned the contest in 
fifty-five minutes from firing their first shot. The two boats that came 
into sight were badly damaged and their loss heavy; ours nothiug; the 
only damage being a. trilling break in the cabin roof. This day victory 
was clearly ours. The enemy retired from the action badly discouraged, 
with severe loss. We were unhurt. 

On Thursday tlie enemy came up and opened fire upon us, but took 
care not to come into sight. 1 did not return their tire. They threw 
shells at us for half an hour and retired without doing us any damage. 
Since that nj) to i)resent date they have not assailed us. 

I cannot close this report witliont returning llianks to officers and 
men. Wh(T(‘ all did tluMi* duty gallantly it may seem invidious to 
mention ])articiilar names, yet I must particularly mention the good 
conduct of (). S. r>nrd(itt, pilot, who for two hours and a half during 
the licic(‘ combat on tli(‘e‘{(l instant maneiivtavd the boat with t fie utmost 
coolm\ss ; also tb(‘same gallant conduct on 1 b(‘Htb inslant. iOacli of 
my lieut(‘nants did bis duly nobly and ably. Also \\ (1. Ibirbank, gun¬ 
ner, and rrivat(‘s b\ J). Wilkinson and Henry J >01 ning deserve particu¬ 
lar mention for tbeir gallant conduct. But all did tbeir duty well, and 
are again ready to meet tin* enemy slioidd they come up and try us 
again. 

Jtcspeclfullv, your obedient servant, 

W. FULLER, 

Captain, Gommandiiuj Gtinboat Cotton. 

General ALr’UED Mouton, 

Commanding Fotcch Houth of Red River, 
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[liidorsexiiexLt.] 

Deab BENJAivrrN: I send yon Tuller’s report, every word of which 
is true, I applied to have a naval officer sent here to give me some 
assistance 5 no one was sent. Any little aid by the Navy Department 
would have saved Berwick Bay. Something might be donefor JFullerj 
he certainly deserves it; he defeated four of the enemy’s gunboats. 

Truly, yours, 

E. TAYLOE. 


NOVEMBEE 20, 1862.—Affair near Matagorda, Tex. 

Report of Ool. X. B. JDehray^ Delray^s Texas Regiment. 

Hdqes. Sub-Mtlitabt District of Houston, 

RoustoUj Tex.y Rovemier 25,1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 20th instant the scouts 
of Brown’s battalion captured, 8 miles below Matagorda, 1 master’s 
mate and 9 seamen, part of the crew of the mortar schooner Henry 
Janes, who had landed to kill beef. The capture was effected without 
loss of life on either side. Three ordinary muskets and seven Enfield 
rifles fell into our hands, with cartridge boxes, and the launch on which 
the party came was burned. None of the landing party escaped. The 
prisoners were brought here to-day and have been placed in charge of 
the guard of Griffin’s battalion. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBRAY, 

Colonel^ Commanding Suh-Military District of Houston. 

Oapt. Samuel Boyer Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ San Antonio^ Tex. 


NOVEMBER 21, 1862.—Skirmish at Bayou Bonfouca, La. 

Report of Col. A. R. Wittj Tenth Arkansas Infantry. 

Headquarters, 

Poncliatoula^ La.^ December 1,1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that a scouting party of 25 men, under 
my orders, belonging to Captain Bredow’s company of Paitisan Rangers, 
commanded by Lieutenant Evans, attacked Federal steamboat G. Brown, 
mounting two guns. Lieutenant Evans reports killing 2 men and mor¬ 
tally wounding 1 on said boat. The boat was running up the river Bon¬ 
fouca, 60 miles east of here and 10 miles from Fort Pike. Alter the 
first fire she backed down the river, shelling the woods as she went. 

1 have the honor further to report that at this time there are no boats 
in the lakes. I would also report that the Federals have made an en¬ 
campment 40 miles above New Orleans on the Mississippi River, at 
Luke’s plantation, and I have reliable information that they have moved 
30 miles on the Mississippi River above that encampment. However, 
this will come under General Beall’s notice, it being not far below Baton 
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Roage. Only 2,000 Eederals reported in New Orleans at this time by 
persons coming out. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A, E. WITT, 
Colonel^ Commanding Post 

Lieutenant-GeneralPEMBERTON. 


NOVEMBER 21-22, 1862.—^Affairs at Petite Anse Island, La. (See Ap¬ 
pendix, p. 1088.) 


NOVEMBER 27, 1862.—Capture of the steamer Lone Star. 

Report of Gapt V, L. Terrell^ Terrell Dragoons^ Mississigpi Cavalry, 

Hampton^s Eerrt, La., November 29,1862. 

Colonel : I beg leave to submit the following special report: 

On the morning of the 27th I learned that a force of the enemy, con¬ 
sisting by report of a force which I could meet, were out. 1 therefore 
took my command-and proceeded down to the Mississippi Eiver atNew 
Eiver Landing, but found that the enemy had withdrawn. I further 
learned that only two of the enemy had gone up the river. I placed my 
command under'charge of Orderly Sergt. E. S. Magee, and ordered him 
back to camp. I took First Lieut. John Pope and Privates P. M. Rogers, 
W. Waddell, J. T. Bland, and Volunteer L. Eoorthe, and proceeded up 
the river to intercept the enemy above mentioned. I learned during the 
night that they had also gone down the river. I then continued up the 
river, and just below Plaquemine, on the opposite shore, I saw a steam* 
boat. I waited until night-fall, and being joined by F. R. Vorheis, a vol¬ 
unteer, 1 immediately ciossed the river and landed miles above the 
boat. I immediate!,’^' went down, boarded and captured the boat, with 
all the crew and two ])assengers. I then brought the boat down to 
Captain Stockdale’s pickets, 10 miles below, oh this side of the liver, 
and sent a courier for Ca])tain Stockdale’s company, to which call ilie 
captain ))r()!n])t]y lespoiided. The prisoners were then turned over to 
Captain SStockdale, together with a planter, Mr. Avery, who iiositively 
relnsed to lender mo any assistance, and refused to allow me to take 
Ins eaits or liands. I i)ut him under guard and sent him on with the 
balance of th<‘ prisoneis. I endeavored to save the cargo, which con 
sisted of sngai. The hogsheads could not be raised up thebhili by ni> 
small foic(‘. 1 look ashoie some 20 or 30 hogsheads and burned the 
boat. The name of the boat burned was Lone Star. Some small articles, 
mattresses, <S.c., together with one hogshead of sugar and one ban el 
of molasses, weic brought to iny camp and distributed to m;^ eomiian^. 

T would es])e(*ially stat<3 that the action both of uiy lirst lieuteimiit 
and every inivate was in every way commendable, and ilioy have in> 
best thanks; also Captain Stockdale and men have my thanks for assist¬ 
ance and piompt response. 

All of which I respectfully submit. 

Y. L. TERRELL, 

Captain Terrell Dragoons^ Mississippi Cavalry, 

Colonel Commanding Post, Baton Bouge^ La. 
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DEGEMfiEE 7, 1862.—AfE^r at Padre Island, Tax. 

Beport of Capt jBT. WillJcej 0. 8. Army. 

OoEPUS Ohristi, Tex., December 8,1862. 

Major: I have the honor to report that on the 5th instant myself, 
Capt. John Ireland, and 7 of his men went on a surveying expedition in 
the Queen of the Bay, to ascertain the depth of the channel at Corpus 
Ohristi Pass by actual measurement. The boat was in charge of Jack 
Sandsu Pat Eeil, and Tom Simpson. Corpus Ohristi Pass is about 5 
miles long, and has a bar outside to the Gulf and another inside one 
toward the bay. We found 5^ leet water on the former and 3^ feet on 
the latter. The wind was very contrary, and it took us one day and a 
half to ascertain these facts, when we were compelled to cast anchor 
and stay overnight in the middle of the channel, the wind being due 
north and the channel being too narrow to beat. 

On the morning of the 7th we detected the bark Arthur outside, evi¬ 
dently cruising for us, for when they had detected us they stood off 
into sea to beat back to Aransas Pass. Captain Ireland and myself 
went to Mustang Island to watch her, but arrived late at the Gulf shore 
to find out if she had left any boat behind. We watched her until 11 
o^clock^ when the wind turned toward the east, and we returned to the 
boat to weigh anchor. 

At 12 o’clock we started homeward- When near the inner bar we 
detected two of the enemy’s launches fully manned, who had come into 
our rear over the Mud Flats near Shell Bank. They were about 2 
miles from us, and we could not find out if there were any more hidden 
behind the shore, so I gave orders to turn our boat around and run 
nearly before the w ind back toward the Gulf. The boats were in hot 
pursuit, using both sails and oars, and gained slightly on us, so that 
they were a little over a mile behind us when we arrived at the bluffs 
of Padre Island. We ran the Queen ashore close to the hills, jumped 
out with the most necessary baggage, in case we should lose the boat, 
and took position on the hills, keeping ourselves hid. They came in 
close, and at about 200 yards we opened fire on them. The first two 
shots disabled 2 of their men, and they at once changed their course 
and took jmsition in the center of the Pass, all the while shooting at 
us, but without any effect, while our balls were flying close to their 
boats, probably wounding some of them, for they at once went across 
the channel to Mustang Island, ran both boats ashore and j'umped out 
as fast as they could, leaving everything in their boats except their 
guns, which were not fastened to their bodies, and ran farther up the 
beach, taking position about 1,006 yards opposite to ns. Prom there 
they fired occasionally on us, but their shot tell short, while one of our 
men at that distance killed one of theirs. When they saw that even at 
that distance they were not safe against our shot they retired still far¬ 
ther and disappeared bebiiid the bills. During the time the breeze had 
become stronger and driven their boats from shore. One came right 
toward ns, and Captain Ireland, willi 2 men, went waist-deep into 
water, securing her. He found one <lead body and a wounded man in 
it, besides a good many articles ot c'othing and arms. The other boat, 
whose sail was still tlying, drifted toward the Gulf, and Jack Sands 
took a small boat, went over, and look her also. Captain Ireland then 
succeeded in shoving the Queen into deej) water, and after securing 
the corpse of the man who lay shot on Mustang Island we soon after- 
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ward made good our retreat toward Corpus Ciiriati, where we safely 
landed about 9 o’clock in the evening with our whole booty. 

I must mention here the bravery of all the men. Captain Ireland’s 
men were selected from among the best shots of his comi)any, and 1 
take pride in mentioning their names, for they did really such very 
good execution. They were W. E. Groodrich, W. Safiold, F. G. Eoberts, 
S. K Elliott, John Eeill, John Haley, and Xat Henderson, all from or 
near Seguin. About Captain Ireland I need not mention anything to 
you, for he behaved exactly as you would have a brave man to behave. 
We were 7 armed men against their 22, for Captain Ireland and myself 
had only six-shooters and the three boatmen had nothing. Thelatter did 
their part in shouting and urging on our men. 

We took 2 launches (one metallic), with full equipments in sail and 
oars, 6 great-coats, 4 percussion muskets, 1 double-barrel shot-gun, 3 
holster pistols, 4 cutlasses, 1 bayonet, 3 cartridge boxes, 3 pistol cases, 
and sundry small articles, which I had turned over to the quartermaster 
and ordnance officer. Three of the great-coats were issu^ by my order 
to the three sailors, two of whom have since they are in the service re¬ 
ceived neither pay nor clothing and scarcely any rations, for they belong 
to no company, and nobody has ever drawn for them. I believe I can 
direct the quartermaster to issue to them rations and pay them their 
wages and let some of the captains draw their clothing for them. 
They are good sailors, and I wish to retain them in that branch for our 
hoate. Have I a right to do that or must they join a company? I 
would request you to send me an answer to that question. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient, 

H. WILLKE, 
Captain^ Commanding Post 

Maj. E. F. Gray, 

Acting Assistant AdjutantGmerat 


DECEMBER 17, 1862.—Reoccupation of Baton Rouge, La., by the Union 

forces. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Cuvier Grover, U, K Army, 

Headquarters, 

Baton Rouge^ La,, December 17, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I rea(*hed thi-^ point at day¬ 
break to-day, upon which the enemy (probably 300 strong) iininediately 
evacuated the town. I landed my force as s<»ou as means at band 
would admit of and occupied the place, which I now bold. 1 Lave reason 
to believe it not improbable that the enemy will attack in forct^ at a veiy 
early hour—peihaps to-night or to-monow morning. 1 have cd)out 
4,500 effective men, ^^llich would be amply sufficient behind the lines 
we occupy it they ’^eie well drilled; as it is. a tiial only test their 
efficiency. T\’e have no adequate nlean'^of dehaikiiig our batieiics. bat 
I hope to b<^ able to ha\e lour I'ieces in position to-night. Captain 
Alden, commanding the IMcliiiiond, luis kiii(d\ luii.islied Lie \\ ith details 
to work the guns. 1 consider it at least prudent that every exertion 
be made to increase the force here as sc-on as possible. 

I am greatly indebted to Captain Alden, commanding the fleet, for 
his efficient co-operation in making our landing. A few shells were 
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dropped aroond our positi(ui by 4lie gunboats previous to landing. My 
infantry did not tire a gun. 1 -will make a report in full at as early an 
hour as practicable. 

It is highly importent that either a river or -wharf boat be sent here 
immediately. I do not intend to send back any of the transports to¬ 
day, as it is impracticable to unload what we want until to-morrow at 
the earliest. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. GEOVEE, 

Brigadier-General of Tolunteers. 

Assistant Adjxjtant-Genbeal, 

Eeadguarters BanM Bag^edition. ^ 


SECEMBEE 29, 1862.—A^ir near Plaquemine, La. 

Beport of Ideut. Commander F. A. Boe, U. 8. 2fa^, commanding TJwited 
States gunboat Katahdin. 


United States Gunboat Katahdin, 

Off Plaqvemine, December 29,1862. 

SiE: I came to this place last night by request of Captain jperkins 
of the cavalry. This morning he attacked the enemy, heavily picketed 
about 7 miles in rear of this place. A smart skirmish ensued, but 
owing to the strong position of the enemy he could not be driven out. 
Captain Perkins estimates the force of the enemy at about 500 to 600 
strong. Opposed to this force he has about 70 men only. It is Cap¬ 
tain Perkins’ wish to draw the enemy out and fight him, having the 
Katahdin to support him. This I shall do, as we have a series of sig- 
n^s agreed upon to operate in conjunction. Appearances seem to in¬ 
dicate that the rebels are meditating a descent somewhere along the 
coast. All those who have taken the oath of allegiance to the United 
States are threatened -with hanging and instant death. But we shall 
harass the rebels, and if possible entrap them into a disaster. Three 
good companies of intkntry would be of great service if they could be 
stationed to occupy Plaquemine, and would give assurance to manv 
people who need them. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. A. EOE, 

^ Lieutenant Commander. 

Commander James Alden, 

Commanding Forces off Baton Bouge, La. 


BECEMBEE 31, 18e2-JAETrAEY 3, 1863.-Affeirs at Plaquemine, La. 

Beports of Maj. James E. Bogart, One hundred and sixty-second New 
jLork injantry^ and resulting corresjpondence. 


> Plaquemine, La., January 2, 1863. 

SiE: Pursuant to Special Orders, Ko. 2, Headquarters One hundred 
^d sixty-second Eegiment New York VolunteL, I embariced S 
three eompanies on the 31st, at 8 p. m., proceeded up the nver 2 
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Bayou Goula, where we met Guuboat Xo. 3, also Lieutenant Perkins, 
in command of cavalry for(*e stationed there. Upon consultation it was 
decided to land my force at once at Plaquemine and take possession of 
the town, which I did without any opposition at 4 p. m., Lieutenant 
Perkins’ cavaliy joining me with his whole force, 75 strong, at 12 mid¬ 
night. 

From a reconnaissance made last night as far down as Indian Tillage, 
on Bayou Plaquemine, we find the enemy’s cavalry in some force, but 
pickets only on this side of the bayou. My position is quite strong, as 
you will see by the rough map I send.* If possible to send me KM) 
more men, even of some other regiment, they could be made the best 
use of, and ere the transport returns will become a necessity- I have 
rations up to the 8th, and if decided to retain the command here would 
respectfoly ask ten days’ additional. 

1 further ask full instructions in regard to citizens. They are mostly 
of French extraction. Some have taken the oath and some not. Also 
in regard to contrabands. My course so far has been to keep them on 
their plantations and allow them in no case to gather in the town. 

I would further ask attention to the following: Lieutenant Perkins’ 
command have had no rations for some time, and they actually need the 
regular army supply. They are also in great need of clothing, of which 
the quartermaster-sergeant has sent a list needed. It is 60 miles to 
Thibodeauxville, where he drew his last requisitions. His horses aJso 
need forage; oats especially. 

Hoping that the above report will meet with approbation at head¬ 
quarters, I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. BOGART, 

Major One hundred and sixty-second Xeic York Volunteers. 

Colonel Bexediot, Commanding Brigade. 


[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters UisurED States Forces, 

Camp Parapet, January 3,1863. 

Respectfully forwarded to Brigadier-General Sherman, commanding 
division. 

LE^Y. BENEDICT, 
Colonel, Commanding, 


Carroi.ltox, Janiuiry 3, 1863. 

'Respectfully referred to department headquarters. The d('tachment 
ordered from here under directions from headquaiters dep.iitmeiit took 
ten days’ rations and 200 rounds ammunition per man. 

T. w. sher:\[an, 

Bri gadier- General. 


Headquarters Uatted States Forces. 

Plaquemine^ La., January 3, 1863. 

Sir : My small command still occupy the same po.sition in the town 
of Plaquemine. Last night we were under arms ail night, and Iroui 10 
until daylight in position behind levee to resist contemi3lated attack 


13 B E—VOL XV 
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194 W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., K. MEX. [Chap. XXVIL 

from the oncmy. Inforniatioii received frona citizens, contrabands, and 
especially from my own cavalry scouts, led me to expect an attack. 
Their force I estimated to be at least one regiment of inlantry, two 
pieces of a»rtillery, and about 500 cavalry. My information, gleaned 
from all the different sources, tallied as to their strength, and to their 
being immediately across the bayou at Indian Village, 9 miles from here. 
Their cavalry have been (at 8 o’clock last evening) seen within 1 mile of 
the village of Plaquemine, some 150 strong, on Mr. Gay’s and Stone’s 

plantations. , , . , . ^ 

At 1 o’clock this morning the enemy attacked my pickets from across 
the Bayou Plaquemine in considerable force, but with no effect. I re¬ 
plied, and they drew back into the woods. From the precision and unity 
of their volleys I judged them to be well-drilled troops and not guerrillas. 
At my requesC Captain Eoe, of Gunboat l^o. 8, threw some eight or nine 
shells over the town into the woods where the enemy were posted, evi¬ 
dently scattering them, for we heard no more from that point during the 
night. From the falseness of a fuse one shell from the gunboat ex¬ 
ploded over Company B, instantly killing Sergt. Joseph A. Baker, seri¬ 
ously wounding Private C. Mayer in shoulder and head, and slightly 
wounding Corpl. Edward Many in hand. 

At 2 a. m. I sent cavalry scouts down Bayou Plaquemine, who re¬ 
turned by 3 o’clock and reported that they saw the enemy across the 
bayou all along, and that at 3 miles down he met their pickets, who 
chased them some miles. 

At daybreak Gunboat Ho. 7 arrived from up the river, and remained 
off the town to co-operate with Captain Eoe. of Gunboat Ho. 8. Dur¬ 
ing the morning contrabands came in from Bayou Jacob, Bayou Grosse 
TOte, and Grand Eiver, aU of whom reported the enemy’s force much 
larger than they have been heretofore. 

Donaldsonvillb, La., January 4, 1863. 

In the continuing of my report I would say that at 9 o’clock yesterday 
morning Lieutenant Perkins sent out a squad of cavalry, with orders to 
push to Indian Village, if possible. They returned at 4 p. m. with the re¬ 
port that they had gone within a mile of that place, and that the enemy 
were erecting a fort there and had a large force of infantry with artillery. 
Infantry 5,000 strong, two batteries of artillery, and a large force of 
cavalry, with General Sibley in command. The reports of Lieutenant 
Perkins I have implicitly relied upon, for he has been in this section of 
the country some time and knows it well. At 1 p. m. the river boat Morn¬ 
ing Light came up the river, bound for Baton Eouge. I sent for re en¬ 
forcements to that place. After receiving the inlormatioii of the force 
at Indian Village, and upon consultation with Lieutenant Perkins, 
of the cavalry, I decided it to be necessary, unless I was re-enforced 
strongly by 5 p. m., to evacuate the town, my men were in such an ex¬ 
hausted state, having been almost continually on the alert and not hav¬ 
ing had their accouterments off since entering the town. I immediately 
communicated my decision to Capt. F. A. Eoe, who said that he could 
take us aboard the two gunboats and either take us up or down the 
river. I decided to go down to this place, and from there, unless ordered 
by Colonel Holcomb, return to Camp Parapet. 

I was compelled to leave my rations, or rather the remainder of them, 
which amounted to about three and a half days for my 160 men. I 
would have had more remaining, but my surgeon considered it neces¬ 
sary to issue extra rations of coffee, &c., to the men on account of 
their exhausted state. I also gave some to Lieutenant Perkins’ cav- 
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airy upon his informing me that his command were totally without 
and in need. 

I was also compelled to leave my ammunition, 22 boxes, of caliber .54. 

On communicating to the captain of the gunboat at 5 p. m. he said 
he would render me all assistance before dark, but <*ould do nothing for 
me after. To have taken my ammunition on board would have occu¬ 
pied at least an hour^s more time. I had another and, as I considered, 
important reason for moving nothing. The citizens had constant com¬ 
munication across the Bayou Plaquemine by means of skiffe; for with 
my small force it was impossible for me to post sentries close enough 
to prevent that evil, and had they any idea of my evacuating it woiSd 
have been immediately communicated to the enemy, who could have 
crossed on the flats in sufficient numbers to have annoyed me, and 
most probably deterred my embarking. 

All of my small command, including the wounded whom I sent off on 
the first boat, was aboard the gunboats by 7 o’clock, and we then took 
our course for Donaldsonville, running slowly to cover the retreat of 
Lieutenant Perkins’ cavalry by the river road. Had we been attacked 
while embarking it would have resulted in the tot£d destruction of not 
only my own men but those of the gunboats and of the boats also, for 
I could not defend myself, nor could the gunboats render me any assist¬ 
ance with their guns, for the enemy would have been behind a levee 12 
feet high. 

We arrived at Donaldsonville this morning at 8 o’clock, my officers 
and men having been treated in the most courteous manner by the 
gunboat commanders. 

At Donaldsonville I found the river steamer Morning Light with 200 of 
the Forty-second Massachusetts on board for me from G-eneral Grover at 
Baton Rouge. They arrived at Plaquemine at 7.30; not seeing us, they 
proceeded down the river to this place and reported to me. General 
Grover requested me to return the troops as soon as possible, so I 
ordered them to return as soon as practicable, the Morning Light 
having some repairs to make before being able to move up the river. 

Colonel Holcomb, commanding at this place, did not desire me to 
remain, so I took the first river boat (Sallie Robinson) and returned to 
Camp Parapet, where we arrived this evening at 10 o’clock. 

In conclusion I would speak of my orders. When I reported to the 
captain of the gunboat, as my orders were to co-operate with the naval 
force, he said he could give me no advice in the matter, for he knew 
nothing of the state of affairs on shore. 

I further add as a postscript, the embarkation was the decision of a 
consultation of all my officers, fully approved by the commandants of 
the gunboats. 

I am, sir, very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. BOGART, 

Major^ Gomdg. Detachment 162d New York Vols. 

Col. Lew. Benedict, 

Gomdg. One hundred and sixty-second N. Y. Vols. 


I would report as a certainty the loss of the enemy to be 2 killed on 
the 2d and 1 on the 3d of January. 

Tours, respectfully, 

JAMES H. BOGART, 

Major^ Gomdg. Detachment lQ2d Nev) Yorlc Vols. 
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[Indonements.] 

Heapquajbtebs Third Eegiment, Third BEiaADE, 

January 5, 1863. 

Eespectfully forwarded. 

LEW. BENEDICT, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters Department op the Gulp, 

New Orleans^ January 8, 1863. 

Respectfdlly returned to General Sherman. 

This report, taken in connection with the representations contained 
in the letters of General Grover and Colonel Holcomb, filed herewith, 
is regarded by the commanding general as unsatisfactory. General 
Sherman will cause a thorough investigation to be made of the facts 
and report the results to these headquarters, returning these papers 
with such report. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EICH’D B. lEWIN, 

Ideuteno/nt-Colonel^ Assistant Adjutant-General, 

[Inolosiire No. 1.] 

HEALQtTAltlEES DlVIglON, 
Baton Bouge^ La., January 6,1863. 
Assistant Adjutant-G-eneeal, 

Edqrs. D^artment of the Gulf New Orleans: 

SrR: I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 3d 
instant I received from Major Bogart, commanding battalion One hun- 
1 K'ew York Volunteers, a communication, a copy 
xuix xnclosed, marked A. 

.*v.e with the request for re-enforcements I immediately 
*Ax<^e companies of the Fifty-second Massachusetts Yolunteers 
^cliUUUU aggregate^, under the senior captain, to proceed to Plaque- 
mine and report to Major Bogart. This re-enforcement left this post 
about dark, from two to three hours after the call for re-enforcements. 

It appears, however, that about an hour before the Morning Light, 
with this detachment, reached Plaquemine Major Bogart had evac¬ 
uated the post, leaving behind, I am informed, 20,000 rounds of ball 
cartridges. I inclose also, marked B, a copy of Major BogarPs report 
of the matter to me. 

^ On the same boat that took the re-euforcements I sent a communica¬ 
tion to Major Bogart, a copy of which I did not keej^, owing to the 
hurry in dispatching the boat. It was, however, to the effect that from 
reliable information, or what I considered so, there could not be over 
about 300 of the enemy in the vicinity of Plaquemine, La. 

Last night, at about 10 o’clock, Captain Lewis, commanding gunboat 
Itasca, returned to this post from Donaldsonvilie, and reported to his 
commander and immediately to me that the whole command of infantry 
had gone to Donaldsonville, and that also about twenty-four hours after 
the evacuation of Plaquemine a gunboat had returned to that point, and 
two boats’ crews had gone ashore and brought away the 20,000 rounds 
of ammunition; a sufScient proof, I think, that there was no enemy of 
any consequence about Plaquemine. 

Under those circumstances, though in no way under my authority, 

I considered it necessary for the good of the service and the credit of the 
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army that the forces which had evacuated Plaquemine should return 
immediately. I therefore at once ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Storrs, 
of the Fifty-second Massachusetts Volunteers, to proc^ on the Itasca 
to Donaldsonville and assume command of the detachment of the One 
hundred and sixty-second New York and Fifty-second Massachusetts 
Volunteers, to return to Plaquemine and occupy that post until farther 
orders from competent authority. I also ordered Lieutenant-Colonel 
Storrs, in case re-enforcements were received from below, or in case he 
was satisfied that the re enforcement from the Fifty-second Massachu¬ 
setts Volunteers was no longer needed, to return with the detachment 
of the Fifty-second to this post. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. GEOVER, 

Brigadier-Oeneral, Commanding. 


A. 

Headquarters United States Forces, 

Plaqueminej La., January 3,1863. 
General Comma NDma at Baton Rouge : 

Having been sent here with three companies of infantry to co-operate 
with the naval force, and having landed, taking possession of the town, 
Lieutenant Perkins’ cavalry, 75 strong, joining me here firom Bayou 
Goula, I have therefore 161 infantry, 75 cavalry. From scouting par¬ 
ties sent out, the enemy is no doubt in considerable force on Bayou 
Grosse T4te, crossing below Bayou Plaquemine at Indian Village. 

Last evening we expected an attack, and at 1 o’clock our pickets were 
fired upon by the enemy, at least 80 sti'onsr. T 
Gunboat No. 8, which threw shell amc 
morning we were again attacked, bu. 

tenant Perkins’ vedettes they were x wuuiu earn¬ 

estly ask for some re-enforcements. With from 200 to 300 more men I 
can assuredly hold this place, with gunboats co-operating. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. BOGART, 

Major One hundred and sixty-second Xew York Volunteers. 

B. 

Donaldsonville, La., January 4, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Grover: 

I would respectfully report the evacuation of Plaquemine by my 
small forces, for the following reasons: 

Lieutenant Perkins’ scout reported the enemy in force at Indian Vil¬ 
lage, at least 5,000 strong, with artillery and cavalry. Their cavalry 
was below at Dr. Stone’s and Mr. Gay's plantations. Colonel Sibley, 
or rather General Sibley, was in command of their forces. Upon con¬ 
sultation with Lieutenant Perkins, upon who^e authority I relied im¬ 
plicitly, it was decided better for me to evacuate. My orders were not 
to hold the town, only to co-operate with the naval force. \our re-en¬ 
forcements did not arrive until after dark. Captain Perkins will report 
in detail. I send my detailed report to the hemhjuai from w’hich I 
received my orders. 

I am" sir, verv reqieetfullv, \(>ur (♦hedient servant, 

JAMES H. BOG APT, 

Major One hundred and sixty-second Aeto York Volunteers. 
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[Inolosnre 2.] 


HBADQtTAETBES PlEST LOUISIANA YOLUNTEEBS, 
Donaldsonville, January 5, 1863. 

Lieut Ool. Eiohaed B. Iewin, 

Asst. Adjt. Oen., Department of the Gulf: 

Snt: I have to report that Major Bogart, of the One hundred and 
sixty-seeond Ifew York Volunteers, arrived here yesterday morning 
with a detachment of the One hundred and sixty-second, which had 
been stationed at Plaquemine, he having evacuated the place the even¬ 
ing previous. He left for New Orleans in the afternoon with his com¬ 
mand. 

A re-enforcement which had been sent to Major Bogart from Baton 
Rouge on the 3d instant arrived at Plaquemine on the ao^moon of that 
day, but finding no gunboats there, concluded that all was not right 
and came on down here and reported to Major Bogart, who ordered the 
force of 200 men to return to Baton Rouge by first conveyance. 

Captain Ransom, of the gunboat, went up to Plaquemine yesterday 
afternoon to recover 25,000 cartridges which Major Bogart left behind 
which he succeeded in doing without any trouble. ’ 

The citizens reported to Captain Ransom that the enemy were not 
in force on the Crosse T6te (which a^ees with my information), and 
that on the evening of the 3d, when Major Bogart supposed that he was 
attacked, the enemy was not nearer than 9 miles. 

I was upon the point of sending the detachment from the Fifty-second 
Massachusetts back to Plaqnemme when Lieutenant-Colonel Storrs 
fi:om Baton Rouge, came down with orders from General Grover to go 
back and occupy the place. ® 

Lieutenant Krause, of this regiment, has just returned from a scout in 
the country bordering on the Manchac, New River, and the Amite River. 
He succeeded in breaking up a small camp of guerrillas near Civic’s 
Landing, on the Amite. The country between this place and Baton 
Rouge and the Mississippi and Amite Rivers is clear of guerrillas. He 
brought in 15 rebel soldiers, some of whom are on furlough and some 
deserters. 

I -mil report immediately with regard to the depredations said to 
have been committed by men of Lieutenant Efrause’s command at Dr 
PritcharcFs, which I have no doubt wiU be satisfactory to General 
Banks. Though the men of this regiment are not so careful about step¬ 
ping on the toes of rebels as some others, yet I think that it is as free 
from the charge of plunder as any other in the department. I believe 
disciphne and subordination to be the first requisite of the soldier, and 
when mdiscrimmate pillage and unauthorized acts of plunder are per¬ 
mitted discipline cannot exist. 

Respectfully, yours. 


R. E. HOLCOMB, 

Commanding First Douisiana Volunteers. 


Headquaetebs Division, 

Baton Rouge, January 8, 1863. 

Assistant Adjutant-Geneeal, 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf New OrUans: 

lionorto state that I communicated to you some davs 
a^o that Major Bogart, of the One hundred and sixty-second IfewTofk 
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Volunteers, in command of 161 men of his regiment, posted at Plaque- 
mine, left his post without, as far as I can learn, any authority, and 
that ui>on its being report^ to me I, having previously sent him the 
desired re-enforcements, dispatched an officer (his senior) to take com¬ 
mand of Major Bogart^s detachment and the detachment of re-enforce- 
mcnts and to return with the same to Pl^uemine, there to await further 
orders from proper authority. I have just learned from the reimrt of 
that officer that twelve hours previous to his arrival at Bonaldsonvillo 
Major Bogart, with his command proper, had gone to iNew Orleans. 

1 do not know by whose authority Major Bogart was ordered to 
Plaquemine, but as far as I can l^hm he seems to have abandoned his 
post without cause and in a disreputable manner. I think it is due to 
the service that the conduct of that officer be inquired into. I reported 
to you also that I had re-established the post with a detachment from 
the Fifty-second, which I have re-enforced to 400 strong. Will you 
please give me instructions if I am to keep up that post or not T If the 
post is to be kept up would it not be well to send a regiment from below 
to garrison it f 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. GEOVEE, 

BrigaMer-Chneraly Comma/nding. 


JAinJAEY 1, 1863.—^Eecapture of Galveston, Tex., by Confederate forces. 

KE3]PODBa?S, BTC.* 

No. 1.—^Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S. Army, commanding Department pf the 
Gnlf, 

No. 2.—^Lient. Charles A. Davis, Adjutant Forty-second Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 3.—Mr. W. S. Long, Engineer Department, U. S. Army. 

No. 4.—Maj. Gen. J. Bankhead Magrnder, C. S. Army, commanding District of Texas, 
New Mexico, and Arizona, and including operations October —, lS62-Fel>- 
ruary 26, 1863, with congratulatory orders and correspondence relative to 
flag of truce, etc. 


IsTo. 1. 

Beports of Maj, Om, Nathaniel P. JBanks^ IT. S. Army^ commanding Be- 

partjnent of the Gulf 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Oricatis, La.^ January 3, 1863. 

General: It becomes my painful duty to trarii^mit the accompany- 
iug brief telegraphic account of an unlbrtuuate atiair which took place 
at Galveston on the 1st in^taut. The account was received but a few 
moments since. I detain the steamer to take this dispatch. The troops 
at Galveston wore three companies of the Forty-secoud Massachusetts, 
Colonel Burrell, and the Second Vermont Battery, Captain Holcomb. 

I trust that the detailed account, which I hope to receive in time to 


* For reports of United States naval officers, see Annual Report of the Secretary of 
the Navy, December 7, 1663. 



200 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap. xrm. 


go by the next steamer, may prove that the disaster has not been as 
serious as at first reported. 

Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

K. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallbok, 

General-in-OMe/, Hdqrs. of the Army, Washington, D. 0. 


[XnolosTire.] 


Southwest Pass, La., 

January 3,1863—1.45 p. m, 

Major-General Banks : 

I have received the following dispatch, which I hasten to communi¬ 
cate: 


N. p. Baitks, 

Commanding Department of ike Gnlf: 


On Boaud Mary Boakdman, 

JaniLary 3, 1863—12 noon. 


Galvestoji was attacked by land and water on the morning of January 1, Colonel 
Burrell and his men wei*e all killed or taken prisoners. Four rebel rams made an 
attack on the Harriet Lane and carried her by boarding. Captain Wainwright and 
Lieutenant Lea killed and all the men killed or prisoners. The captain of the Owasco 
(Wilson) was killed. Commander Renshaw blew up the flag-ship Westfield to pre¬ 
vent her from falling into the hands of the enemy. He was killed, aod also First 
Lieutenant Zimmerman. Two barks loaded with coal fell into the hands of the 
rebels. We have some 70 men from the Westfield on board. They must have some 
airangements for taking charge of them immediately on our arrival, as we have onlv 
our own crew, 


WM. L. BURT, 

Major and Aide-de-Camp, Staff of Cmeral.Hamilton, 


0. HUGGINS. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, La,, January 7, 1863. 

SiK: Upon the departure of the last mail vessel I forwarded a dis- 
patch received at the last moment from Major Burt, of the staff of Gen- 
eral Hamilton, Governor of Texas, giving a brief account of the disaster 
at Galveston, Tex. The chief incidents have since been confirmed. 
^ of the loss on the part of the Government is as follows: 

pe capture of the Harriet Lane, the destructiou of the Westfield bv 
order of her commander, who was killed by the explosion, and two coal 
toansports lying at Galveston. Three companies of the Forty-second 
Massachusetts Volunteers, Colonel Burrell commanding, which had 
landed on the wharf imder the protection of the fleet two days before, 
were also captured. The balance of the regiment, with a battery of 

of Toxas cavalry, were on the way to Gal- 
\estou, but had not laiided when the attack was made. They have all 

Orleans. The loss of the army is limited 
rnu 1?® Forty-second Massachusetts, 2C0 men in all. 

menr f ifnnoffiel.f M n ^^fJ^^art is forwaKled to the depart- 

The attack upon the fleet had unquestionably been long considered 
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and was very skillfully executed. The presence of the small detach¬ 
ment of troops only added to the means of defense very slightly of 
course and to the extent of the loss. The Cambria returned from Gal¬ 
veston last evening with the detachment of Texan troops. She was at 
Galveston forty-eight hours without positive knowledge of what had 
transpired. At that time a pilot came out to take her into the harbor, 
but suspicions having been excited by the movements of the people on 
shore as well as those of the pilot himself he was compelled to come 
on board the Cambria, forced to disclose the condition of afEairs, and 
was brought to this city. 

The detachment of troops was sent to Galveston upon the suggestion 
of Admiral Farragut, and upon the statement of General Butler that 
he had contemplated ordering a small force there to assist in recruiting 
Texas refugees. It was supposed that the fleet made the occupation of 
the part of the island adjacent to the gunboats perfectly secure. It 
would not, however, have been sent forwaid so soon after my arrival had 
it not been for the impatience of General Hamilton. When it became 
known that our destination was Kew Orleans and not Texas, which was 
not-until our arrival here, those connected with him became very vio¬ 
lent, and denounced unsparingly the Government and all connected with 
the expedition for what was called bad faith in its management. 

General Hamilton is not a bad man, bat he does not manifest great 
force of character, and is surrounded by men who came here on the 
Government transports, unbeknown to me, for base, speculative purposes 
and nothing else. I notified him of the conduct of these men and he 
promised to correct it, but has not yet done so. He explains their 
presence by saying that in the North he b^^^^arnA i-niiAhff-ri 
pecuniary assistance. I sent him notice tl 
leave the department if their course was V CU. UJ liliil. 

It was mainly the impatience of these people that prompted me to 
forward the detachment to Galveston, but only upon the concurrence 
of Admiral Farragut and General Butler as to its expediency and safety. 
Such is a full statement of my participation in this aflair. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major- Genera Z, ComnuiTiding, 

Major-General Halleck, 

Oommander-in-Chief JJ. IS. Army. 


[Inclosure Xo. l.j 

Headquaktees Department of the Gulp, 

2^eic Orleans, La., December —, 1S63. 

Gol. Isaac S. Burrell, 

Forty-second Begiment Massachnsetis Yolunteers: 

Colonel : Your regiment having been ordered to Galveston, you are 
hereby placed in command of that post. You will execute such orders 
as you may receive from these headquarters. My instruction^ from the 
Department of War forbid me at present to make any (extended mili¬ 
tary movements in Texas. The situation of the people of Galveston 
makes it expedient to send a small force there for the pniqiose of their 
protection, and also to afford such facilities as may be possible for 
recruiting soldiers for the military service of the FnittMl States. Every 
assistai:!(*c in your power ^Mll be atibrded foi tin* cuiiiplete attainment of 
these objects. 

General Hamilton is appointed military governor of the State of 
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Texas, and will be recognized by yon in that capacity, but your orders 
you will recttve ironi these headquarters. 

Until the port of Galveston is regularly opened by the Government 
of the United States no trade can be carried on, and no attempt for 
that purpose will be recognized or countenanced by you. 

. I rdy fully onyour energy, vigilance, and capacity for the performance 

of the important duties intrusted to you. Do not fail to make frequent 
reports of all that transpires within your command and of whatever im¬ 
portant facts you may learn from the enemy in Texas or from its people. 

It is not probable that any successful movement can be made upon 
the main-land until our force shall be considerably strengthened, and 
you will take care not to involve yourself in such difidculty as to en¬ 
danger the safety of your command. 

Other instructions will be sent to you from time to time, as occasion 
may require and opportunity offer. 

U. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding, 

[Tndosiire ITo. 2.] 


Major-General Banks, 

Oommanding D^artment of the Gulf: 

My Dear General ; At your request I have furnished the follow: 
inff brief and informal statement of the affair at Galveston, Tex., Jan- 
.863: 

on board the transport-propeller Mary A. Boardman, lying at 
near the flag-ship Westfield, on the morning of the 1st instant. 
•St warning of an attack w^as the appearance of four rebel gun¬ 
coming down the bay toward the city at about 3 a. m. At thfe 
uhe moon was shining brightly and objects could be seen at con- 
rable distance, but soon after the moon went down and it became 
xL«<x.y and very dark. Soon after the moon went down a land attack upon 
the city was signaled from the Harriet Lane, which lay at the extreme 
upper part of the city. 

The Westfield, in endeavoring to run up to the assistance of the town, 
got aground on Pelican Island, near us, where she lay useless through 
the fight, and where she was finally blown up by Commander Eenshaw. 
The gunboat Clifton came to her assistance, but was unable to get her 
off, and while she was there the attack commenced upon the Harriet 
Lane and upon the town. This was about 4 o’clock in the morning. 

The only land force in Galveston consisted of Companies D, G, and 
I, of the Forty-second Massachusetts, under the command of Colonel 
Burrell. These men were located upon one of the wharves, and the 
attack upon them appeared to be with musketry and artillery in the 
streets and from the buildings, two pieces of artillery appearing to be 
located in the second story of a warehouse, controlling the wharf. 

The attack made at the same time upon the Harriet Lane was by two 
rebel gunboats running directly on and closing with her, and by artil¬ 
lery from the shore and musketry from the buildings. 

As the Clifton returned from the Westfield toward the wharf a bat¬ 
tery of two guns, which had been placed on Fort Point during the night, 
opened upon her. These guns had been placed in the same fortifica¬ 
tions from which the gunboats had driven the rebels when we first took 
possession of the city. The fortifications had not been leveled by our 
forces after securing possession of them. 

The firing was continuous in the city and from the gunboats until 
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daylight, the firing jfrom the Harriet Lane slacking first. At this 
time two rebel gunboats, one partially burned and sank, appeared close 
by the Harriet Lane, and two more, one a ram, covered with a roof 
plated with bars of iron resembling railroad iron, and another, a Missis¬ 
sippi steamboat, shielded by cotton to the height of 25 feet or more, 
the top covered thickly with sharpshooters, were lying directly opposite 
our vessel, heading toward the wharf, and one other Mississippi boat, 
some 2 miles farther up the bay, was coming down. 

It proved that the Harriet Lane had been carried by boarding, her 
captain, Wainwright, killed, her first lieutenant, Lea, mortally wounded, 
and all her men and officers either killed or taken prisoners, some 130 
in number. Soon the Owasco and Ohfton, gunboats, raised white flags, 
and Captain Law started in his boau from the Clifton to the Westfield, 
and had an interview with Commander itenshaw. Our vessel, the Mary 
Boardman, was then alongside the Westfield, having endeavored to 
haul her off. As soon as Captain Law left for his own vessel Com¬ 
mander Renshaw sent an officer to us saying that he was going to blow 
up the Westfield, and requesting ns to assist in taking off her men and 
whatever could be saved. I remonstrated with this officer that it was 
unnecessary, and that the wliole force could lie by and protect the 
Westfield until the tide turned (which was then running out), when 
she would float and we could save her, and as she was heavily armed 
and of light draught she was invaluable. I also requested the com¬ 
mander to come on board. This remonstrance was related to every 
officer that came to my vessel with men. We received on board 
the men and their baggage, with the property of the ship, until our 
decks would hold no more, and the rest was placed on the transport 
Saxon. 

At about 10 a. m., while the commander’s boat and crew and second 
cutter and crew were at the Westfield to receive the last men the com¬ 
mander, having poured turpentine over the forward magazine and just 
over where she was aground, set her on fire with his ov u hand. He 
stepped down into his boat, in which were Fir.st Lieutenant Zimmer¬ 
man, Chief Engineer Greene, and two oarsmen. The magazine immedi¬ 
ately exploded, tearing the bow of the vessel open and blowing her to 
pieces to the water’s edge and back to the smoke-stack. 

After the explosion no living thing could be seen. She did not sink, 
being aground; and her guns aft, which were double-shotted and mn out, 
as the flames should reach them, threatened us, at the short distance we 
were from her, with destruction, which might have been foreseen when 
she was fired. 

Acting Sailing-Master Smalley took charge of ns as pilot and we 
started for the bar. It was evident that we could not get over with 
what we had on board, and we threw overboard everything on deck 
except what belonged to the men of the Westfield. We went over the 
bar, striking very heavily, followed by the Saxon, two small schooners, 
the Clifton, Owasco, and Sachem, gunboats, leaving the Harriet Lane 
in the hands of the rebels, with two barks loaded with coal, and one 
small schooner. 

All the men of the Forty-second Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers 
who were on shore, except the adjutant, were killed or taken prisoners; 
he escaped in a small boat. IsTo attempt was made by the officers of any 
of the gunboats to communicate with the city, and no effort to obtain 
the wounded or to learn who were killed or who wounded in any way. 
Captain Law, who was the senior officer, ordered the men on board our 
vessels to FTew Orleans. Before starting I informed him that the trans- 
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ixwrfc Cambria, from Kew Orleans, would be at Gteblvestou with men 
within forty-eight hours, and to warn her off. 

We brought to Kew Orleans between 70 and 80 men from the West' 
fi^d, arriving on the morning of January 4, and a few hours later I 
was astonished to learn that we were followed by all the gunboats and 
that G^veston Harbor had been left entirely unprotected. 

The rebel land force, probably not less than 3,000 men, was com¬ 
manded by General Magruder. The railroad and bridge from the main¬ 
land to Galveston, which had never been cut by us and which was in 
the full control and use of the rebels, furnished them an easy and rapid 
means of transportation and attack, and was undoubtedly one of the 
prime causes of the disaster. 

EespectfuUy, 

WM. L. BUET, 

Major and Aide-de-Oamp to Brigadier-OeTieral Hamilton. 


[Inclosure Xo. E.] 


Headquaetees, 
Odboegton^ Tex., December 29,1862. 

Sie: In obedience to orders, upon arriving at this place on the even¬ 
ing of the 24th instant, after consulting with the commander of the 
blockading fleet, I landed the three companies of my command, which 
were with me upon the transport Saxon, on the end of Kuhii^s Wharf, 
and quartered them in the warehouse there. I have taken possession 
of the city as boldly as I could with the small force at my command, 
and have thoroughly reconnoitered the built-upon portions of the city 
up to within range of their battery at Eagle Grove, which is apparently 
well built, mounting three guns. -They have also one gun at the draw, 
which is about midway of the bridge. Upon Virginia Point they have 
a strong battery, mounted with heavy guns. From the best information 
obtainable I judge their force in this immediate vicinity to be about 
2,000 strong. 

During the day we control the city, but at night, owing to our small 
force (as the balance of my regiment has not yet arris’ed), I am obliged 
to draw in the pickets to the wharf on which we are quartered. I 
think there are still living upon the island about 3,000 persons, a large 
proportion of whom are women and children. A great many of these 
people are almost entirely destitute of the means of subsistence, as the 
enemy will not allow anything to be brought o\ er from the main-land, 
thinking doubtless to make them disloyal by starvation. The naval 
officer in command has contributed all he could spare from his stores 
and my men have shared their bread rations with them. I believe the 
larger part of the residents now here to be loyal and really desire to 
remain in the city, and that common humanity calls upon us to render 
them assistance. This, in my judgment, can best be done by placing 
the city under martial law as soon as my force is large enough, and 
forcing the rich, who are mainly the secessionists, to feed the poor. I 
would most respectfully urge upon your consideration the necessity of 
sending provisions for immediate relief. These can bo sold to them at 
Government prices, thus confming a real charity, without subjecting 
them to the mortification of being beggars. Under the existing circum¬ 
stances I have thought it best to send one of my staff, Quartermaster 
Burrell, and Mr. Long, the engineer, who accompanied us here, fo report 
to you in person. These gentlemen will explain in detail the state of 
affairs, and the importance of the knowledge which they can convey 
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to you has, in my judgment, authorized me in ordering the Saxon back 
to New Orleans, which I humbly trust will meet yoor approbation. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC S. BUKRELL, 

Colonel, Comdg. Forty-second JRegt. Massachusetts rols. 

[InolofiTiro ISo. 4] 

On Boaed Steamer Cambria, 

January 7, 18^. 

Major-General Banes, 

Commanding D^artment of the Gulf: 

The steamer Cambria, with two companies of the First Texas Cav¬ 
alry, horses of the Second Vermont Battery, and a great nnmber of 
men, women, and children (refugees), left New Orleans for Galveston 
December 31,1862, at 9 p. m. Arrived outside the island January 2, 
at 7 p. m. Strong wind and high sea running. No sign of pilot, con¬ 
sequently came to anchor. 

Next morning, 3d instant, weather very hazy and high sea. We com¬ 
menced beating about, in the hopes of a pilot coming to us, up till 12 m. 
No such success, during which time several of the reftigees, being well 
acquainted with the bar, were desirous of piloting us in. The captain 
would not listen to any such suggestions. They then offered to take 
one of the life-boats and go for a pilot, to which he also dissented, but 
upon the earnest solicitations of officers and refugees, amounting almost 
to a demand, he reluctantly consented, and the boat left, manned by six 
men, two of whom were soldiers and four refugees. This was about 12.30 
p. m. The colonel sent a pressing letter to the officer in command, 
stating that we were in distress, the horses on board suffering from the 
roughness of the weather, and demanding immediate assistance. 

About 7 p. m, the weather cleared to bright moonlight; sea more 
calm. The boat did not return, and hopes for her safety were given 
up, as it was supposed she might have swamped in crossing the bar. 
At this time three shells were plainly visible as having been fired from 
near the city, which was the first cause of uneasiness on the part of our 
captain. On the supposed warning the colonel had his men called 
together and put in readiness in case of emergency. Nothing further 
transpired, however, daring the night. 

The next morning the day broke clear, the sun shining bright, with 
the city and its sui roundings in full view. We hoisted pilot jack and 
blew the whistle about 8 o’clock, which signal was answered by pilots 
boat inside the bar, near a schooner, and a bark with American colors 
flying, which proved to be the bark Cavallo. After the boat came 
toward us she tacked, apparently running and sounding the bar. She 
then went toward the bark and lowered her jack, siguil\iiig that she 
had put the pilot on board. In the mean time the pilot-boat shot up 
alongside and asked, ‘‘How much water do you draw, captain V’ To 
which he replied, “Nine and a half to ten feet.’’ The answer then was, 
“You can go in; there is plenty of water on the bar.*’ “Are you a 
pilot?” was then demanded. Keply, ‘‘No, but \uu can follow us in.” 
Question. “Where is the pilot ?” Answer. On the bark.” Question. 
“Why does he not come out for us.’” Answer. ‘^Because he had 
special orders to take the bark out first.” In the mean time we separated 
some distance. Again the pilot-boat shot up alongside, when the cap¬ 
tain ordered the pilot on board, when he replied, “ There are too many 
men there for me.” He then immediately hauled jib-sheet to windward, 



206 W. J’LA,, S. ALA., S. Miss., LA., TLX., N. MEX. [Chap. XXVIL 

slacked off tlie main-sheet, and put his helm hard to port, with the in¬ 
tention of getting clear. Seeing this, the captain ordered the steamer 
backed, which placed the steamer between the pilot-boat and the bar. 
The captain then called out, Stand by your guns, fore and aft, and be 
ready to fire. Do not open your port-holes before the colonel gives the 
word.” The pilot-boat then came to and the pilot said he would come 
on board. The colonel asked him who was in command. His imme¬ 
diate reply was, ‘‘Captain Wainwright.” After several unimportant 
questions and answers he was recognized and called by name by one 
of the refugees, by which he was apparently confused and lost his pres¬ 
ence of mind. Seeing that the captain looked upon him with marked 
suspicion, he said. “ G*^ntlemen, I cannot lie any longer; Galveston is in 
the hands of the Confederacy.’’ The captain, hearing that the Harriet 
Lane was in their hands and as she was reported uninjured, immedi¬ 
ately pnt the steamer to sea. The counterfeit pilot, T. W. Payne, was 
of course detained on board as prisoner. The pilot-boat and crew were 
permitted to depart, as the colonel thought by their returning it would 
give us more time to escape. 

About 9 o’clock on the evening of the 5th ultimo we met the United 
States sloop-of-war Brooklyn, and was boarded by an officer from heij 
to whom we gave the foregoing information. We afterward learned 
that the boat sent ashore with the 6 men was detained and the men 
taken prisoners. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

LEWIS BACH, 

Acting Purser Steamer Cambria. 


m. 2 . 

Report of Lieut. Charles A. JJavls^ Adjtifa^it Forty-second Massachusetts 

Infantry. 

HDQUS. FOUTY-SECOIfD MASSACHUSETTS MiLITIA, 

In Camp at Carrollton^ La., January 10, 1863. 

General: I have to report that on the 21st of December, 1862, Com¬ 
panies G, D, and I, of this regiment, under the command of Col. I. S. 
Burrell, left jSTew Orleans in the steamer Saxon for Galveston (the re¬ 
maining companies were to proceed thither as fast as they arrived here). 
Colonel Burrell’s orders were to land and take post. He also received 
from the chief quartermaster same verbal advice to consult with the 
commander of the naval force there in reference to the course he would 
pursue on arrival. We arrived there on the 24th. Colonel Burrell im¬ 
mediately consulted with Commodore Eeushaw, of the gunboat West- 
field, in command, and by his advice we landed on Kuhn’s Wharf on the 
morning of the 25th. On several subsequent occasions the officers of 
the gunboat assured us of entire and perfect safety in our position 
against any attack of the enemy. 

About 3 o’clock on the morning of January 1, 1863, soon after the 
moon had gone down, our pickets were driven in by the enemy, who 
were advancing with their artillery. We instantly formed in line on 
the wharf behind our barricades, and at the same time we signalized 
the gunboats that the enemy were upon us. 

The enemy then opened fire on us with his artillery, which was re¬ 
sponded to by the gunboats. Our quarters had been a wooden build- 
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ing on tlie wharf, which we had bairicaded on the inside. We had 
also barricaded the wharf in two places. At this building most of the 
enemy’s shots were directed, and it was there that most of our damage 
was received. An attempt of the enemy to capture ns at one time be¬ 
fore daylight was successfully resisted by our men. 

Soon after daylight we discovered four rebel gunboats and a ram 
making for our fleet. They succeeded in capturing the Harriet Lane. 
At 8 o’clock a. m. a flag of truce was raised by the enemy on the Har¬ 
riet Lane and on shore. Flags of truce were then raised by the several 
gunboats and finally by Colonel Burrell on the wharf. Colonel Burrell, 
not having any information as to the reason of this cessation of firing, 
then ordered me to go on board the gunboats and find out the object 
of the flags of truce, and also to get the ^nboats to come up to the 
wharf and take our men off, the enemy being too strong for us to con¬ 
tend against on shore. I got on board the Owaseo, the Westfield being 
aground some 3 miles farther off. Captain Law, of the Clifton, had gone 
on board the Westfield, and while awaitiug his return, in order to get an 
answer to my request, I saw from the deck of the Owaseo our men being 
marched off prisoners by the enemy. This was done while the flags of 
truce were still flying at all points. On Captain Law’s return he in¬ 
formed me that the gunboats would proceed to sea immediately; so, 
fimding our men had been captured, by advice of naval officers I re¬ 
mained on board the gunboat and proceeded to ]S‘ew Orleans and re¬ 
ported in person to Major-General Banks. 

I do not think over 20 of our troo[)s were wounded and I do not know 
that any were killed. In addition to the three companies mentioned, 
with their officers, there were taken prisoners Col. I. S. Burrell, Surg. A. 
J. Cummings, Chaplain George J. San«?er. also T.ient. B R vRtnw**!! nf 
"Company E. 

We had intrenching tools for 500 men, sume ua.\s' commisoai^v 
supplies, with three months’ medical stores, and about 25,000 rounds of 
ammunition, all of which were lost, as also, I regret to say, were both 
of our regimental colors. The force of the enemy on shore was not less 
than 3,000 troops, with some twenty pieces of artillery, most of them 
being apparently 12-pounders, with some rifled guns. They had also 
planted on the eastern part of the island three 30-pounder rifled Par¬ 
rott guns. 

According to their own account there were not less than the same 
number of troops on their various gunboats. I know nothing of the 
loss of the enemy, but judge it must have been large. The gunboat 
Westfield, being aground, was blown up, to prevent its falling into the 
hands of the enemy. Commander Rensbaw, with four of lii.s chief ofli- 
cers and six of bis men, being blown up in her. 

I have to say that everything possible was done by our men that 
could be. They held clear the wharf on which we were situated until 
the flags of truce were raised; also drove the enemy from one of bis 
guns, and by their well-directed fire prevented its being retaken again 
during the action. 

The remaining seven companies of the regiment are now in cami) at 
this place, under command of Lieut. Col. J. Stedman. 

1 have the honor to remain, general, respectfully, your obedient serv¬ 
ant, 

CHAS. A. DAYIS, 

Adjutant Forty-second Regiment ^assaclimetts Volunteers. 

Brig. Gen. William Schouler, 

Adjutant- General of Massachusetts. 
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liTo. 3. 

Report of Mr. W. 8. Long^ Engineer Departments TT. 8. Army. 

Eng^hteee Office, January 17,1863. 

Lieut. OoL Eiohaed B. Lbwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sm: I submit herewith the report of my assistant, Mr. W. S. Long, 
who accompanied the Forty-second Begiment Massachusetts Volunteers 
to Galveston and was present during the engagement on the morning 
of January 1,1803. 

Accompanying the report is a map of the city and surroundings and 
a sketch of the barricade constructed by our troops on the wharf. * 
This barricade undoubtedly saved the lives of several of our men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. 0. HOTJSTOlSr, 

Major and Aide-de-Oamps Chief Engineer. 

[Inolosiiie.] 

ITewt Oeleans, La., January 10, 1863. 

Maj. D. C. Houston, 

Chief Eoigineer, D^ariment of the Gulf: 

SiE: I have the honor to submit the following account of the attack 
on the United States forces at Galveston, Tex., on the morning of the 
1st of January, 1863: 

The troops sent from ISTew Orleans, consisting of three companies (B, 
G, and I) of the Forty-second Massachusetts Volunteers, commanded 
by Col. I. S. Burrell, landed on Kuhn’s Wharf on the 25th of December. 
It had been intended to land on Pelican Spit, where there are United 
States barracks, but Commanders Benshaw, Wainwright, and Law, U. S. 
Navy, strongly advised Colonel Burrell to occupy the wharf, as the 
best place, where his men could be under the protection of the gunboats. 

Patrols were sent through the city by day; pickets were posted at 
the corners of the main streets, and a lookout kej^t from the cupola of 
Hendley’s building, which commanded a view of the whole city and 
suburbs. At night, however, the pickets were drawn in near the head 
of the wharf. 

A barricade was made across the head of the wharf and part of the 
planking torn up. 

Four or^five refugees, who had been hiding in the town, came to the 
wharf and remained there at night for protection, and were of much 
service on account of the information they obtained from time to time 
of the enemy’s movements. 

Parties of rebel cavalry used to come into town at night. They gen¬ 
erally came along the beach, where they were concealed by the range of 
sand hills along the Gulf shore, and on reaching the suburbs would 
separate and go through the city in squads of two or three. Before 
daylight they would rendezvous at a place called Schmidt’s Garden, 
and return to Eagle Grove the same way they came. 

On the 30th December the refugees who staid on the wharf reported 
that there was a rumor in town that an attack would be made on the 
troops that night. In order to be prepared, I constructed a second bar- 
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ricade in tlie position shown by the accompanying sketch and the 
planks tom up. This barricade was built of planks, timber, and bar- 
i*els of plaster which were found in the war^ouse on the wharf. An 
entrance was left in the center, and bales of cotton and bags of cotton¬ 
seed kept near by to close it when necessary. 

The pickets were driven in about 11 o^clock at night by a party of 
cavalry, but no attack was made that night. 

Shortly after 1 a. m. on the Ist instant the pickets came in and 
reported that there Wius artillery in the market place. Captain Sherive 
went. out to reconnoiter, and confirmed the report. Colonel Burrell 
posted his men behind the barricade, signaled to the gunboats, and 
prepared for the attack. Between 2 and 3 a. m. the enemy opened fire 
from twelve or fifteen pieces of field artillery^, to which the gunboats 
replied. 

The fire from shore seemed to be directed principally upon the ware¬ 
house, where the men slept, but as they were all lying down behind the 
barric^e there were but few wounded. 

After an hour’s firing an attempt was made to carry the wharf by an 
infantry assault, which was repulsed by our men, and at the same time 
a gun was planted on the end of the brick wharf so as to enfilade the 
barricade, but the gunners were driven fri)m their piece after the first 
fire. 

Alter the moon went down (between 4 and 3 o’clock) the Harriet 
Lane was attacked by three armed river boats. About 500 infantry 
were on board each boat, protected by cotton bales, which were piled 
up on thejiecks. The Lane engaged the foremost of the boats, mn into 
and sank it, but her bowsprit and rigginsc got foul in some manner, and 
before it was cleared the other two b< 

and the infantry behind the cotton baho a, me upuu Lue 

deck of the Lane, which in a very short time almost annihilated her 
crew. The enemy then boarded and took her. 

When these three boats attacked the Lane two others were seen to 
the west of Pelican Island, threatening to come down Bohvar Channel, 
where the Westfield lay. Commander Keushaw attempted to get under 
way, but grounded. The Clifton was signaled to and came to the 
assistance of the Westfield, but could not get her ofi’. By this time the 
rebels had got two or three pieces of heavy artillery in position at Fort 
Point and opened fire from them. The Clifton went down toward the 
point, engaged and silenced the battery, then went up to the town, and, 
together with the Owasco, turned her guns upon the Lane and her 
captors. After tiring a short time a flag of truce was raised on the 
Lane, and a boat with some rebel olticers put off for the Clitton. The 
object of this flag I did not ascertain. 

It was now about 8 o’clock. Captain Eenshaw oidered the 8axon 
and Maiy Boardman to come near the Westffeld and take off* the crew, 
as he intended to blow-her up. The crew was all got off', with the ex¬ 
ception of Captain Eenshaw, Lieutenant Zimmerman, two other officers, 
and the crew of the captain’s gig, who lemained until the la^t to tire 
the vessel. The fire was applied. Captain Renshaw was descending 
the ladder, and all the rest were in the boat, when (at S.45) the after 
magazine prematurely exploded, and they \\ere all blown up \\ith the 
vessel. 

The steamers then got under and ran out under the ffi'e from the 
battery at Fort Point. Two of the enemy’s boats started in pursuit, 
but did not dare to cross the bar. The transports then left for ISfew 
Orleans, and the gunboats leniained to blo<*kade the harbor. 

IJ 1? T?_v/»r vv 
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B^ort of Mr. W. 8. Long, Engineer Be/gartmmt, U. 8. Army. 

Enoineee Office, January 17,1863. 

Lient. OoL Eiohaed B. Iewin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sie: I submit herewith the report of my assistant, Mr. W. S. Long, 
who accompanied the Porty-second Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers 
to Galveston and was present during the engagement on the morning 
of January 1, 18C3. , 

Accompany ill g the report is a map of the city and surroundings and 
a sketch of the barricade constructed by our troops on the wharf.* 
This barricade undoubtedly saved the lives of several of our men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ D. 0. HOUSTON, 

Major arid Aide-de-Camp^ Chief Ungineer, 

[laolostire.] 

New Orleans, La., January 10, 1863. 

Maj. B. 0. Houston, 

Chief IhigineeTj Department of the Oulf: 

Sm: I have the honor to submit the following account of the attack 
on the United States forces at Galveston, Tex., on the morning of the 
Ist of January, 1863: 

The troops sent from New Orleans, consisting of three companies (D, 
G, and I) of the Forty-second Massachusetts Volunteers, commanded 
by Col. I. S. Burrell, landed on Kuhn^s Wharf on the 25th of December. 
It had been intended to land on Pelican Spit, where there are United 
States barracks, but Commanders Eenshaw, Wainwright, and Law, U. S. 
Navy, strongly advised Colonel Burrell to occupy the wharf, as the 
best place, where his men could be under the protection of the gunboats. 

Patrols were sent through the city by day; pickets were posted at 
the corners of the main streets, and a lookout kept from the cupola of 
Hendley^s building, which commanded a view of the whole city and 
suburbs. At night, however, the pickets were drawn in near the head 
of the wharf. 

A barricade was made across the head of the wharf and part of the 
planking torn up. 

Four or*five refugees, who had been hiding in the town, came to the 
wharf and remained there at night for protection, and were of much 
service on account of the information they obtained from time to time 
of the enemy^s movements. 

Parties of rebel cavalry used to come into town at night. They gen¬ 
erally came along the beach, where they were concealed by the range of 
sand hills along the Gulf shore, and on reaching the suburbs would 
separate and go through the city in squads of two or three. Before 
daylight they would rendezvous at a place called Schmidt’s Garden, 
and return to Eagle Grove the same way they came. 

On the 30th December the refugees who staid on the wharf reported 
that there was a rumor in town that an attack would be made on the 
troops that night. In order to be prepared, I constructed a second bar- 
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ricade in the position shown by the accompanying sketch and the 
planks tom up. This barricade was built of planks, timber, and bar- 
lels of plaster which were found in the warehouse on the wharf. An 
entrance was left in the center, and bales of cotton and bags of cotton¬ 
seed kept near by to close it when necessary. 

The pickets were driven in about 11 o^clock at night by a party of 
cavalry, but no attack was made that night. 

Shortly after 1 a. m. on the 1st instant the pickets came in and 
reported that there was artillery iu the market place. Captain Sherive 
went,out to reconnoiter, and confirmed the report. Colonel Burrell 
posted his men behind the barricade, signaled to the gunboats, and 
prepared for the attack. Between 2 and 3 a. m. the enemy opened fire 
from twelve or fifteen pieces of field artillery, to which the gunboats 
replied. 

The fire from shore seemed to be directed principally upon the ware¬ 
house, where the men slept, but as they were all lying down b^ind the 
barric^e there were but few wounded. 

After an hour’s firing an attempt was made to carry the wharf by an 
infantry assault, which was repulsed by our men, and at the same time 
a gun was planted on the end of the brick wharf so as to enfilade the 
barricade, but the gunners were driven from their piece after the first 
fire. 

After the moon went down (between 4 and 5 o’clock) the Harriet 
Lane was attacked by three armed river boats. About 500 infantry 
were on board each boat, protected by cotton bales, which were piled 
up on thejiecks. The Lane engaged the foremost of the boats, ran into 
and sank it, but her bowsprit and rigging got foul in some manner, and 
before it was cleared the other two boats ran one on each side of her, 
and the infantiy behind the cotton bales poured a terrific fire upon the 
deck of the Lane, which in a very short time almost annihilated her 
crew. The enemy then boarded and took her. 

When these three boats attacked the Lane two others were seen to 
the west of Pelican Island, threatening to come down Bolivar Channel, 
where the Westfield lay. Commander Eenshaw attempted to get under 
way, but grounded. The Clifton was signaled to and came to the 
assistance of the Westfield, but could not get her ofi*. By this time the 
rebels had got two or three pieces of heavy artillery iu position at Fort 
Point and opened fire from them. The Clifton went down toward the 
point, engaged and silenced the battery, then went up to the town, and. 
together with the Owasco, turned her guns upon the Lane and her 
captors. After firing a short time a flag of truce was raised on the 
Lane, and a boat with some rebel olficers put oft* for the Clil'ton. The 
object of this flag I did not ascertain. 

It was now about 8 o’clock. Captain Eenshaw ordered the tSaxoii 
and Maiy Boardmau to come near the Westfield and take oft* the crew, 
ass he intended to blow-her up. The crew was all got oft*, with the ex¬ 
ception of Captain Eenshaw, Lieutenant Zimmerman, two other ofticer.s, 
and the crew of the captain’s gig, who remained until the la^t to tire 
the vessel. The fire was applied. Captain Eenshaw was descending 
the ladder, and all the rest were in the boat, when (at 8.45) the after 
magazine prematurely exploded, and they were all blown up \^ ith the 
vessel. 

The steamers then got under way and ran out under the tire from the 
battery at Fort Point. Two of the enemy’s boats started in pursuit, 
but did not dare to cross the bar. The transports then left for Kew 
Ch’leans, and the gunboats remained to ]»l<>ekad(‘ the harbor. 
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The loss on shore, according to Adjutant Davis, of the Forty-second, 
who escaped, was 2 killed and 15 or 20 wounded. The remainder are 
all prisoners, as are the survivors on board the Harriet Lane. 

The accompanying map shows the positions of the vessels during the 
engagement, and also the places referred to in the preceding report. 

I am, sir, very respectfhlly, your obedient servant, 

' ’ W. S. LONG, 

Assistmt Engineer, 


No. 4. 

Beports of Maj, Oen. J, Bankhead Magruder^ G. S. Army^ commanding 
IHatrict of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, and including operations 
October —, ISQ2-February 26, 1863, with congratulatory orders and 
corre^ondence relaUve to flag of truce, &c. 


Headquarters, 
Galveston, Tex., January 1, 1863. 

General : This morning, the 1st of January, at 3 clock, I attacked 
the enemy’s fleet and garrison at this place, and captured the latter 
and the steamer Harriet Lane, two barks, and a schooner of the former. 
The rest, some four or five in number, escaped ignominiously under 
cover of a flag of truce. I have about 600 prisoners and a large quan¬ 
tity of valuable stores, arms, &c. The Harriet Lane is very little in¬ 
jured. She was carried by boarding from two high-pressure cotton 
steamers, manned by Texas cavalry and artillery. The line troops were 
gallantly commanded by Ool. Thomas Green, of Sibley’s brigade, and 
the ships and artillery by Maj. Leon Smith, to whose indomitable en¬ 
ergy and heroic daring the country is indebted for the successful execu¬ 
tion of a plan which I had conceived for the destruction of the enemy’s 
fleet. Colonel [A P.] Bagby, of Sibley’s brigade, also commanded the 
volunteers from his regiment for the naval expedition, in which every 
officer and every man won for himself imperishable renown. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGKUDEE, 

Maj, Gen., Comdg, JDept,, Bist, of Tex,, N, Mex,, and Ariz, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, 

P. S .—Jamiary 3,1863.—Commodore Eenshaw’s flag-fehip, the est- 
field, was blown up by him to avoid capture. Her armament is novt, 
however, being brought up from the water uninjured. A small steam 
propeller was so much injured while going out under a flag of truce 
that she is reported to have sunk on the bar. Thus the enemy only 
saved three vessels out of a fleet of eight vessels. 

J. B. M., 

Major-General, Commanding, 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Galveston, Tex., January 2, 1863. 

Sir: 1 forgot to mention in my repoi*t that the Westfield, the flag¬ 
ship of Commodore Eenshaw, was run on shore during the fight and 
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blown up. The fleet consisted of the Harriet Lane, the Westheld, and 
the Owasco, the Clifton, the Sachem, two barks, and a schooner. The 
Owasco, the Clifton, and the Sachem escaped under a flag of truce, so 
that the harbor of Galveston was entered under a flag of truce and left 
by the same flagrant violation of military propriety. We captured one 
heavy rifle gun, and the guns of the WesMeld will be raised and it is 
hoped will soon be in our use. 

I have ascertained upon further inqu^ that the number of piisoners 
who fell into our hands was 350, exclusive of ofiicers. The ships of the 
enemy which escaped, after anchoring on the outside of the harbor, 
sailed during the night of the 1st, it is supposed for New Orleans. We 
are preparing to give them a warm reception should they return with 
a larger fleet. Our loss will not exceed 25 killed and 50 wounded. 
Capt&i Wainwright and Lieutenant Lea, executive officer of the Har¬ 
riet Lane, were both killed, the former by Maj. Leon Smith in close 
quarters. I am greatly indebted to Brigadier-General W. E. Scurry and 
Colonel Debpy for valuable services at a critical period of the action, 
and will do justice to them and other gallant officers in my detailed 
report. 

I am, sir, very respectMly, your obedient servant, 

J. BAEKHEAB MAGRUDER, 

Major-Generaly Commaf^n§. 

General 8. Ooopbk. 


Riohmonb, Va., January 28,1803. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. MactRUDEB, Galvestony Ter.: 

My Dear Sir: I am much gratified at w**.. v/A UUX XCLUCX U1 

January 6,* conveying to me the details of your brilliant exploit in the 
capture of Galveston and the vessels in the harbor. The boldness of 
the conception and the daring and skill of its execution weie crowned 
by results substantial as well as splendid. Your success has been a 
heavy blow to the enemy’s hopes, and I trust will be vigorously and 
effectively followed up. It is to be hoped that your prudence and tact 
win be as successful in allaying domestic discontents as > our military 
ability in retrieving our position on the Texas coast. 

Your suggestions will receive the favorable consideration due to you. 

The congratulations I tender to you and your brave army are felt by 
the whole country. I trust your achievement is but the precursor of a 
series of successes which may redound to the glory and honor of your 
self and our country. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 

JEFFERSOY DAVIS. 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, Nkw :\Iexico, A^D AI^lZo^A. 

(ialreMony February 26, 1863. 

Sir: On my aixival iu Texas I found rhe harbors of this coast in th(» 
possession of the enemy, from the Sabine Ki\ er to < 'orpus C'hristi; the 
line of the Rio Grande virtually abandoned, most of the guns having 
been removed from that fi-ontier to San Antonio, only about 300 or 400 
men remaining at Brownsville. T resohed to legain the harlxu’s if possi¬ 
ble and to occupy the x'alley of the Rio Grande in force. The latter 
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would be a very serious undertakiug, on account of the scarcity of sup¬ 
plies in Mexico and ^e diflBLculty of transporting them across the 
desert from Eastern Texas. Having announced this determinatiou as 
soon as I arrived on the Sabine, Oap&tin A. E. Wier, of Cookes regiment 
of artillery, commanding a fort on that river, stepped forward and vol¬ 
unteered with his company to man a steamboat on the Sabine and to 
clear the Pass. This ofSeer and this company had the honor to be the 
first volunteers for the desperate enterprise of expelling the enemy’s 
fleet-s from our waters. ^ ‘ . 

I remained a day or two in Houstom and then proceeding to Virginia 
Point, on the main-land, opposite to (Galveston Island, I took with me 
a par^ of 80 men, supported by 300 more, and passing through the 
city of Galveston at night 1 inspected the forts abandoned by our 
troops when the city was given up. I found the forts open in the reai*, 
and taken in reverse by every one of the enemy’s ships in the harbor. 
They were therefore utterly useless for my piuposes. The railway 
track had been permitted to remain from Virginia Point to Galveston, 
and by ihs means I purposed to transport to a position near to the 
enemy’s fleet the heavy gun hereinafter mentioned, and by assembling 
all the movable artillery that could be collected together in the neigh¬ 
borhood I hoped to acquire sufficient force to be able to expel the 
enemy’s vessels from the harbor. 

Meeting here Capt. Leon Smith, whom from^ my acquaintance with 
him in California I knew to be of ^eat experience in steamboat man¬ 
agement, I employed him in the quartermaster’s department, placing 
him as a volunteer aide on my stafl*. I intrusted to his charge all the 
steamers on the Sabine Eiver and in the bayous emptying into Galves¬ 
ton Bay, and at the same time directed that those on the Sabine should 
be fitted out forthwith. Learning subsequently that the enemy had 
landed at Galveston a considerable force (strength unknown), I directed 
Capt. Leon Smith, without delaying preparations on the Sabine, to fit 
up as gunboats the steamers Bayou City and JSTeptune, and to employ 
two others as tenders, for the purpose of supplying the larger A^^essels 
with wood. At the same time I received information that other Fed¬ 
eral troops were on the way to Galveston. I therefore directed that 
the work on the last-mentioned steamer should be carried on night and 
day, and that captains and crews should be forthwith provided for 
them. 

Feariug that the enemy might land troops at Galveston and fortify 
himself there, I determined to make the first attack at that point, with 
the object of destroying in detail his hind forces as fast as they might 
arrive. Captain Wier, who bad first volunteered, was therefore, with 
his company, ordered from the Sabine on board of the Bayou City. 
Captain Martin, commanding a company of cavalry, having arrived 
from Kew Iberia, La., volunteered his services, and was likewise assigned 
to duty on board the same steamer. When the boats designed for the 
Galveston expedition were nearly ready I called for volunteers from 
Sibley’s brigade, then stationed in the neighboihood, under orders foi* 
Monroe, La. It is proper to j^tate that 1 had previously ascertained 
that the services of these troops at Galveston w'Oiild not delay a moment 
their departure for Louisiana, they being unable for want of transporta¬ 
tion to move in that direction. This call was for 300 men. Jt was 
promptly responded to, Colonels Green and Bagby volunteering to lead 
the men ot their respective j-egiments. A Iter these officers liad volnn- 
ieere<I ('ol. Janies Reily, coniuiandiiig <Le brigade, also ottered (<► lead 
llie Irtiop.N Jroui his <*omiiiaiid, ivid his services in that <*apacity weiv 
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4 ie(‘lined, aw he whr then the brigade commander. About 6 <> men of 
Beilj’s regiment likewise volunteered, but they did not accompany 
the expedition, having been ordered back to their regiment by Colonel 
Eeily after having once reported to Colonel Green, who commanded 
the Land forces on the steamers. In addition to these troops lientenant 
Harby, late captain in the revenue service of the United States, with 
a company of infantry acting as ar^llery, was ordered on board the 
Neptune. The men destined for the naval expedition were armed with 
Enheld rifles, which I had brought with me from Bichmoud, and with 
double-barrel shot-guns. 

The enemy’s fleet, then lying in tie waters of Galveston, consisted of 
the Harriet Lane, carrying four heavy guns and two 24-poun<ier how¬ 
itzers, commanded by Captain Wainwright, U. S. Navyj the West- 
field, flag-ship of Commodore Eenshaw, a large propeller, mounting 
eight heavy guns 5 the Owasco, a similar ship to the Westfield, mount¬ 
ing eight heavy guns; the Clifton, a steam propter, four hea^ gans; 
the Sachem, a steam propeller, four heavy guns; two armed transports, 
two large barks, and an armed schooner. The enemy’s land forces 
were stationed at the end of a long wharf, and were crowded into large 
buildings immediately under the guns of the steamships. The ap¬ 
proaches landward to this position were impeded by two lines of strong 
barricades, and communication with the shore was destroyed by the 
removal of portions of the wharf in front of the barricades. It thus 
became necessary for our storming parties to advance by wading through 
the water, and to enable them to mount on the end of the wharf fifty 
scaling ladders were constructed. As there were no breastworks or 
other protection for our artillery making the attack on the enemy’s 
ships and land forces, my object was to bring to bear as heavy a fire 
of artillery as possible after reaching the wharves and other points 
selected for the purpose under cover of the night. I knew that the 
co-operation of the cotton boats with the land forces would be ex¬ 
tremely difficult to attain, the distance the former had to run being 
30 miles. I therefore bad not calculated with confidence on a success 
greater than that of the expulsion of the enemy’s fleet from the harbor. 
If the desired co-operation should be secured the result would be im¬ 
mediately accomplished, and would be attended probably with the cap¬ 
ture or destruction of some of the enemy’s ships. If the co-operation 
should fail, I nevertheless felt satisfied that by throwing up intrench- 
ments at the ends of the streets leading to the water I could gradually 
expel the fleet from the harbor. For this purpose inti'enching tools in 
large quantities were prepared. 

To attain the object in view I had at niy disposal six siege pieces, 
the heaviest weighing 5,400 pounds. I also caused to be constructed 
a railroad ram, armed with an 8 -iuch Dahlgren and mounted on a mil- 
way fiat. This flat and gun were carried by railway to a point within 
a few hundred yards of the Harriet Lane. A large quantity of cotton 
was transported in the same way, with the view of using it in making 
a breastw’ork for this gun should we not succeed in our object before 
dayhght. In addition I had fourteen field pieces, some of them rifled 
and some smooth-bore. Three of the heaviest of the siege guns had to 
be transported 9 miles, the others 7 miles, between suuset and 12 o’clock, 
under cover of the daikness and over very difficult roads. 

A system of rapid communicatipn with our gunboats by telegraph 
and otherwise having been established, it was arranged that the attack 
should take place at 12 midnight, the fire of our land batteries consti¬ 
tuting the signal for the naval attack. Nevertheless I informed Com- 
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tnodore Smith, in command of the naval expedition, that I would attack, 
the enemy’s fleet whether gunboats made their appearance or not. 
The key of the whole position was Fort Point, at the mouth of the 
harbor, 2 miles below the mouth of the town [?]. This fort was entirely 
open in the rear, thus affording no protection for our artillery against 
the enemy’s vessels inside of the harbor. The attack from this point 
was intrusted to Captain [S. T.]Fontaine, of Cook’s regiment artillery, 
supported by six companies of Pyron’s regiment dismounted dragoons, 
under command of the gallant Colonel Pyron. Wilson’s battery of six 
pieces was to attack the enemy from the center wharf; the railroad 
ram was sent to the upper wharf. The remainder of the artillery was 
manned ficom Cook’s regiment and posted in eligible positions. Colonel 
[ J. J.] Cook himself was intrusted with the command of the storming 
party of about 500 men, composed of details fi:om Pyron’s and Elmore’s 
regiments andGrifl&n’s battalion, and furnished with ladders to scale the 
wharf on which the enemy’s land forces were barricaded. Brig. Gen. 
W. R. Scurry was placed in command of Pyron’s regiment and of the 
remainder of Sibley’s brigade, and Elmore’s men, commanded by Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel [L. A.] Abercrombie, the latter acting as a support for 
the whole. Lieut. Col. J. H. Manly, of Cook’s regiment, was ordered to 
Virginia Point to defend that work, which was our base of operations, 
and which was connected with Galveston Island by a railroad bridge 2 
miles in length, open to the attack of the enemy. 

Leading the center assault in person, I approached within two 
squares of the wharves, at which point I directed the horses of the 
field pieces to be removed from them and placed behind some brick 
^^’^'^’ugs for shelter from the anticipated discharges of grape and can- 
After allowing the lapse of what turned out to be ample time for 

_Fontaine to reach and occupy his more distant position the guns 

were placed along a line of about 2J miles, principally within the limits of 
the city. It having been agreed that the fire of the center gun should 
furnish signal for a general attack, I proceeded to carry out this por¬ 
tion of the plan by discharging the piece myself. The signal was 
promptly responded to by an almost simultaneous and very effective 
discharge along the whole line. The moon had by that time gone 
down, but still the light of the stars enabled us to see the Federal 
ships. The enemy did not hesitate long in replying to our attack. B.(^ 
soon opened on us from his fleet with a tremendous discharge of shell, 
which was followed with grape and canister. Our men, however, 
worked steadily at their guns under cover of the darkness. Colonel 
Cook now advanced with his storming party to the assault; his men, 
wading through the water and bearing with them their scaling lad¬ 
ders, endeavored to reach the end of the wharf on which the enem> 
were stationed. Colonel Cook was supported by Griffin’s battalion 
and by sharpshooters deployed on the right and left, in order to dis¬ 
tract the enemy’s attention. A severe conflict took place at this point, 
our men being exposed to a fire of grape and canister and shell from 
the ships as well as of musketry from the land forces. The water was 
deep, the whaif proving higher than was anticipated, and the scaling 
ladders, as was reported to me by Colonel Cook, were found to be too 
short to enable the men to accomplish their object. After an obstinate 
(ioutest the infantry were directed to cover themselves and fire from 
the buildings nearest this wharf, which was accordingly done. 

The enemy’s fire was deadly. The ships being not more than 300 
yards from our batteries it was extremely difficult to maintain the 
positions we had assumed, and some of the artillery-men were driven 
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from their pieces- As daylight, which was now approaching, would 
expose these men still more to the enemy'^s fire, and as onr gunboats 
had not yet made their appearance, I ordered the artillery to be with- 
drawn to positions which afforded more protection, but from which the 
fire could be continued on the adversary with greater advantage to us. 
Bmowing Captain Fontaine to be in a position the most exposed of sM 
1 at the same time dispatched a staff officer with instructions to have 
his pieces likewise withdrawn. This order reaching Captain Fontaines 
men before it was received by their captain, and the concentrated fire 
from the enemy^ ships, but a few hundred yards distant, having in¬ 
creased in intensity, they were compelled to leave ttieir pieces. They 
were, however, soon formed by Captain Fontaine in a position of greater 
security. 

The delicate duty of withdrawing the pieces in the city from the close 
vicinity of the enemy was intruRt(& to Brigadier-General Scurry, who 
performed it with skill and gallantry. Preparations were then ordered 
for the immediate fortification and permanent occupation of the city. 
But at this moment, our fire still continuing, our gunboats came dash¬ 
ing down the harbor and engaged the Harriet Lane, which was the 
nearest of the enemy’s ships, in the most gallant style, running into 
her, one on each side, and pouring on her deck a deadly fire of rifles 
and shot-guns. The gallant Captain Wainwright fought his ship ad¬ 
mirably. He succeeding in disabling the Neptune and attempt^ to * 
run down the Bayou City, but he was met by an antagonist of even ’ 
superior skill, coolness, and heroism. Leon Smith, ably seconded by 
Capt. [Henry S.] Lubbock, the immediate commander of the Bayou City, 
and by her pilot, Captain McCormick, adroitly evaded the deadly stroke, 
although as the vessels passed each other he lost his larboard wheel- 
house in the shock. Again the Bayou City, while receiving several 
broadsides almost at the cannon^s month, poured into the Harriet Lane 
a destructive fire of small-arms. Turning once more she drove her 
prow into the iron wheel of the Harriet Lane, thus locking the two 
vessels together. Followed by the officers and men of the heroic vol¬ 
unteer corps, Con:imodore Leon Smith leaped to the deck of the liostile 
ship, and after a moment of feeble resistance she was ours. The sur¬ 
viving officers of the Harriet Lane presented their swords ro Commo¬ 
dore Leon Smith on the quarter-deck of the captured vessel. After 
the surrender the Owasco passed alongside pouring into the Harriet 
Lane a broadside at close quarters.*bnt she was soon forced to back out 
by the effect of our musketry. 

Commodore Smith then sent a flag to Commodore lienshaw, whose 
ship had in the mean time been run aground, demanding the surrender 
of the whole lleet, and giving three liour.s* lime to c<m^idel. These 
}>roposition.s wmv acce]>t(*d by the coniiuandiug oihct-r, and all the 
enemy’s vessels were immediately brought to anchor, with white Hags 
Hying. Most of this time was occupied in attcnipting to get the Har- 
liet Lane to the wharf in order to remove the wounded to a place of 
safety. The ships and boats were so much damaged that this was 
found to be almost impossible wdth tlu* means at hand, i^roceeding 
myself to the wharf 1 met one of mymo.st distinguished and scientific 
staff officers, MaJ. A. M. Lea, who informed me that on hoard the Har¬ 
riet Lane he had found his son, the second in command, mortally 
w^ounded. He represented to me that there were other officers badly 
wounded, and urged me to delay, if possible, their removal. It now 
being within an hour of the expiration of the period of truce I sent 
another flag to Commodore Eenshaw, whose ship was among the most 
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distant, claiming all his vessels immediately under our guus as prizes, 
and giving him further time to consider the demand for the surrender 
of the whole fleet. This message was borne by Colonel Green and 
Captain Lubbock. While these gentlemen were on thek way in a boat 
1 0 fulfill their mission Commodore Renshaw blew up his ship and was 
liimself accidently blown up with it. They boarded the ship of the 
next ill command, who dropped down the bay, still haying them on 
board, and carried them some distance toward the bar, while still flying 
the white flag at the mast-head. 

In the mean time General Scurry sent to know if -he should fire at 
the ships immediately in his front at the expiration of the period of 
truce. To this I replied in the negative, as another demand under a 
flag of truce from me had been sent to the commodote. When the first 
period of truce expired the enemy^s ships under our guns, regardless 
of the white flags still flying at their mast-heads, gradually crept oft*. 
As soon as this was seen I sent a swift express on horseback to General 
Scurry, directing him to open fire on them. This was done with so 
much effect that one of them was reported to have sunk near the bar 
and the Owasco was seriously damaged. 

I forward a correspondence on this subject between Commodore Bell 
and myself. In this correspondence Commodore Bell states that the 
tnice was violated by the firing of cannon and small-arms by our men 
* on shore, as he had been informed. This is an errors not a gun or 
small-arm was discharged during the stipulated period or until the 
enemy’s vessels were discovered to be creeping off out of the harbor. 
Commodore Leon Smith fired a heavy stern gun at the retiring ships 
with effect from the Harriet Lane. Jumping on board the steamer 
Oarr, he proceeded to Bolivar Channel and captured and brought in in 
the immediate presence of the enemy’s armed vessels the two barks 
and schooner before spoken of. As soon as it was light enough to see 
the land force surrendered to General Scurry. 

We thus captured one fine steamship, two barks, and one schooner. 
We ran ashore the flag-ship of the commodore, drove off two war 
steamers, and sunk another, as reported, all of the U. S. hTavy, and the 
armed transports, and took 300 or 400 prisoners. The number of guns 
captured was fifteen, and, being found on Pelican Spit, a large quantity 
of stores, coal, and other material also was taken. The Neptune sank; 
her officers and crew, with the exception of those killed in battle, were 
saved, as were also her guns. The loss on our side was 26 killed and 
117 wounded. Among the former was the gallant Captain Wier, the 
first volunteer for the expedition. The alacrity with which officers 
and men, all of them totally unacquainted with this novel kind of ser\'- 
ice, some of whom had never seen a ship before, volunteered for an 
enterprise so extraordinarily and apparently desperate in its character 
and the bold and dashing manner in which the plan was executed, are 
certainly deserving of the highest praise. 

Although it may appear invidious to make distinctions, I nevertheless 
regard it as a duty to say that too much credit cannot be bestowed on 
Commodore Leon Smith, whose professional ability, energy, and perse¬ 
verance amidst many discouraging influences were so conspicuously 
<lisplayed in the preparation for the attack, while in its execution his 
heroism was sublime. In the latter he was most ably and gallantly 
seconded by Colonel Green, commanding the land forces serving oii 
board of our fleet; by Captain Lubbock, commanding the Bayou City; 
by her pilot, Captain McOox’mick; Captain Wier, commanding the artil¬ 
lery ; Captain Martin, commanding dismounted dragoons, and by the 
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ofliciTS and men on board of that boat. Though in the* case oi the Nep 
tune the result was not so favorable, her attack on the Harriet Lane was 
equally bold and dashing and had its weight in the capture. Colonel 
Bagby, commanding the land troops on board the Xeptune; ('aptain 
Sangsterj her pilots, Captains Swift and McGovern; Captain Harby, 
and the officers and crew of the ship, likewise deserve, as they have re¬ 
ceived, my thanks for their participation in this brilliant battle. The 
engineers, among whom Captain Seymour, of the Bayou City, and Cap¬ 
tain Conner, of the Neptune, were distinguished by remarkable cool¬ 
ness, skill, and devotion in the discharge of their important duties. 

In the land attack especially commendations are due to Brig. Gen. 
W. E- Scurry, Col. X. B. Debray, Major Von Harten, Cook’s regiment 
of artillery; Captain Fontaina Cook’s regiment; Maj. J. Kellersberg, of 
the Engineer Corps; also to Colonels Cook, Pyix)n, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Abercrombie, commanding Elmore’s men; Major Griffin, Major Wilson, 
of the artillery; Captain Mason, Captain McMahan, ana to the accom¬ 
plished and devoted Lieutenant Sherman, who fell at his piece mortally 
wounded, and to Privates Brown and Shoppman, of Dsdy’s company of 
cavalry, the latter of whom kept up the fire of one piece almost without 
assistance under the enemy’s ^pe and canister. 

The officers of my staff exhibited on this, as oiv previous occasions, 
conspicuous ability and gallantry. When some of the men were com¬ 
pelled to leave their pieces at one of the wharves nearest the enemy Major 
Dickinson, assistant adjutant-general^ calling for volunteers, dashed 
down the street in order to withdraw the pieces. Wliilst in the act of 
consummating this design he was badly wounded by a fKigment of a 
shell striking him in the left eye, which unfortunately has lost its sight. 
Capt. E. P. Turner, assistant adjutant-general, likewise behaved with 
conspicuous gallantry, Lieuts. George A. Magruder and H. M. Stan- 
ard, my aides-de-camp, executed my orders with remarkable gallantry, 
promptness, and intelligence. These two officers have thus been dis¬ 
tinguished in the battles of Bethel, Yorktown, Savage Station, and Mal¬ 
vern Hill. It is only just that I should commend them to the special 
consideration of the Government. Lieutenant ^lagruder volunteered 
for the service, and brought off in the most gallant manner some pieces 
which the men had been compelled to retire Irom. Lieutenant Stauard 
behaved with equal gallantry in the execution of orders, exposing him¬ 
self to the enemy’s fire. Lieutenant-Colonel McNeill, of Sibley's brigade, 
adjutant and inspector general, rendered distinguished service in carry¬ 
ing out my orders, as also did Lieutenant Carrington, of tlie same regi 
ment, acting on my staft*. IMr. Dennis Brashear, who has been in every 
battle in which I have been engaged, except that of Bethel, aiid sei ved 
with gi'eat gallantry every where without pay or reward of aii\ kind foi 
more than a year, rendered important and most gallant seivic(\s on rliih 
occasion. I am also under obligations to Lieiiteiiant-(-\>lonel Nichols, 
volunteer aide, whose ability and local knowledge were of great service 
in arranging the details of the attack. I likewise thankfully a(*kiJowl- 
edge the services of Judge P. W. Gray and the Hon. J. A. Wilcox, mem¬ 
bers of Congress from Texas, who, as volunteer aides, accom]>auied me 
to the front when the battle opened and remained with me during the 
continuance. The assistance of General [Thomas B.J Hovarcl.of the 
Mihtia, and his adjutant-general. Major Tucker, lesidents of Galveston, 
was of great value, as was also that of Mr. E. W. (\ave, volunteer 
aide, from Houston. Hon. M. M. Pottei', of Galveston, was likew ist* 
conspicuous during the engagement for his activity and devotion. 

I take this occasion to recommend to the special consideration of the 
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President the conduct of Governor J. JR-. Baylor, of Arizona, who, 
though not in command of any troops nor attached to any staff, was 
conspicuous for his gallant conduct as a private, serving the guns 
during the hottest of the fire, and with his coat off working to place 
them in position during the night. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Manly sustained the operations from Yirginia 
Point with great ability and activity. Captain [W. J.] Pendleton, acting 
aide-de-camp, who accompanied the troops, proved himself to be an 
officer of very remarkable ability, energy, and devotion. Captain Stoy, 
assistant quartermaster, is also deserving of high commendation. Maj. 
J. B. Eustis, acting ordnance officer on my staff, assisted by Lieut. M. 
Hughes, of the artillery, performed admirably his difficult and important 
duties in the preparation for the attack. The former by my order re¬ 
mained in charge of his depot at Virginia Point, while the latter dis¬ 
charged gallantly his duties on the field. 1 likewise take pleasure in 
1 ‘ecognizing the efficient and gallant services of IMa jor [O. M.] Watkins, 
in charge of conscript business, on my staff; of Colonel [0. G-.] For- 
shey, of the Engineer Corps; of Capt. H. Pendleton, assistant quarter, 
master, who accompanied me to the front; and of Major [E. B.] Pen¬ 
dleton, chief commissai^, on my staff, who discharged his important 
duties with gallant ability. 

Lieutenants Stringfellow, Jones, and Hill, of the artillery, behaved 
with remarkable gallantry during the engagement, each of them volun¬ 
teering to take charge of guns and personally directing the fire after 
the officers ori^nally in charge of them had been wounded. 

It would be improper to close this report without directing the par¬ 
ticular attention of the Government to invaluable services rendered by 
Major B. Bloomfield, quartermaster, of my staff, and by Captain [E. 0.] 
Wharton, assistant quartermaster at Houston. These officers, by their 
intelligence, energy, and activity proved themselves fully adequate to 
aU the demands made upon them in the preparation of the means ap¬ 
propriate to their department, and contributed materially to the suc¬ 
cessful result of the expedition. l^Tor should I here omit to mention 
Captain [W. S.] Good, in command of ordnance. 1 commend him 
especially to the Chief of Ordnance and to the consideration of His. 
Excellency-the President. 

Besides the names mentioned above I would call attention to the 
names of the officers and men reported by their respective commanding 
officers to have distinguished themselves by gallant and meritorious 
services. As it would liave been imprudent to give full warning to the 
inhabitants of Galveston of my intention to attack the Federal fleet, 
lest information of the design might reach the enemy, as soon as the 
head of our column entered the suburbs of the town I directed the am 
bulances, in charge of one of my staff officers, to proceed to the Convent 
of TJrsuline ]!^uns near that iioint, and place the conveyances at then 
disposal for their immediate removal to the houses provided for tlieni. 
I also in like manner informed the foreign consuls and the mayor of tlie 
contemplated attack, and gave them time to move their families and 
the citizens most exposed to a place of safety. The noble women ol 
the convent, while recognizing the courtesy extended to them, expressed 
a preference to remain and nurse the wounded, offering their building 
as a hospital. Many of the inhabitants left the houses most exposed 
to the enemy’s fire, and I am happy to state that although many edifices 
were much injured and the town riddled by balls no casualty occurred 
among the citizens. The wounded of the enemy were conducted to the 
same hospital, and the same attentions were bestowed on them as it 
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they had been our own men. Captain Wainwnght amd Lientenant Lea, 
of the Federal Navy^ were buried with masonic and military honors in 
the same grave; Major Lea, of the Confederate Armv, 'father of Lieu¬ 
tenant Lea, performing the funeral services. 

Having buried the dead, taken care of the wounded, and secured the 
captured property, my exertions were directed to getting the Harriet 
Lane to sea. The enemy’s ships fled to 'Sew Orleans, to which place 
one of their steam transports was dispatched during the action. I 
knew that a large naval force might be expected to return in a few 
days. I therefore ordered the employment at high wages of all the 
available mechanics to repair the Harriet Lane, her main shaft having 
been dislocated and her iron wheel greatly disabled, so that the engine 
could not work. The United States flags were ordered to remain flying 
on the custom-honse and at the mast-heads of the ships, so as to attract 
into the harbor any of the enemy^s vessels which might be bound for 
the port of Guilveston. A line of iron buoj^ which we had establish^ 
for the guidance of his ships in the harbor were displaced and so ar¬ 
ranged as to insure their getting aground. 

On the 3d of January, I being then on board of the Harriet Lane, 
a yawl-boat, containing several men, in command of a i>erson named 
Thomas Smith, recently a citizen of Galveston, and who had deserted 
from our army, was reported alongside. He informed me that he was 
sent from the United States transport steamship Cambria, then off the 
bar, for^a pilot, and that they had no idea of the occupation of the city 
by us. I forthwith ordered a pilot boat, under command of Captain 
Johnson, to bring in this ship, but through a most extraordinary com¬ 
bination of circumstances the vessel which contained E. J. Ua^ns and 
many other apostate Texans, besides several hundred troops, and 
2,500 saddles for the use of native sympathizers, succeeded in mak¬ 
ing her escape. The. man Smith, who had, it is said, several times set 
fire to the city of Galveston before he deserted, had been known as 
Mcara^ia Smith, and was dreaded by every one. He returned to Gal¬ 
veston in order to act as Federal provost-marshal. His arrival produced 
mjich excitement, during which some one without orders sent a sail 
boat to Pelican Spit, now occupied by our troops, to direct the com¬ 
manding officer there not to fire on our pilot boat, although she wa.s 
under Yankee colors. The .sail-boat thus sent was at once supposed to 
be destined for the Yankee transport. The pilot boat gave chase 
her, and the guns from tlie shore opened on her within hearing of the 
ship. 

iN'ight coming on, I thought it surer, as the alarm might be taken, to 
capture her at sea before morning, but the Harriet Lane could not move, 
and our cotton gunboats could not live on the” rough sea on the bai. 
Therefore one of the barks, the Eoyal Yacht, a schooner of ouis, the 
pilot boat, and the Leader, a schooner loaded with cotton, which I had 
ordered to be sent to a foreign port, with a proclamation of the raising 
of the blockade at Galveston, were directed to be prepared and armed 
with light artillery. This was done by 2 o'clock the same night, out 
little fleet being manned by volunteers, under the <*ommand of Captain 
Mason, of Cook’s regiment of artillery. 

Unfortunately the wind lulled and none but the pilot-boat could 
leach the enemy’s ship. The pilot-boat went out under the command 
of a gallant sailor. Captain Payne, of Galveston. The enemy's ship 
proved to be a splendid iron steamer, built iu the Clyde. I had ascer¬ 
tained from her men taken ashore that she had only two guns, and 
they were packed on deck under a large quantity of hay, and I antiei- 
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pated an easy conquest and one of great political importance, as this 
ship contain^ almost all the Texans out of the State who had proved 
recreant to their duty to the Confederacy and to Texas. The pilot-boat 
was allowed to get close to the ship, when the boat was hailed and 
the pilot ordered to come on board. Captain Payne answered that he 
thought there were rather too many men to trust himself to; where¬ 
upon he was directed to come on board or he would be fired into. He 
went on board as ordered, and soon after the steamer sailed in all 
haste seaward, leaving the pilot-boat and hands to return to us. 

I am thus particular in this narration, as the friends of Captain Payne 
fear that he may meet with foul play from the enemy. I shall ascertain, 
through Commodore Bell, his fate, and act accordingly. Smith, the 
deserter, was tried regularly the next day before a general court-mar- 
tiaL and being convicted of deserting to the enemy, was publicly shot 
in Galveston in accordance with his sentence. The proceedings, which 
were formal in all respects, legal and regular, are forwarded. 

At the time of these occurrences I received through Colonel [W. GJ 
Webb reliable information of an insurrection among the Germans in 
Colorado, Fayette, and Austin Counties, 800 being reported in arms to 
resist the conscript law and the State draft. I immediately ordered the 
Arizona brigade, with a section of artillery, to the disaffected region, 
declared martial law in these three counties, and had the ringleaders 
arrested and lodged in jail. The rest yielded, and tranquillity and 
obedience to the laws are now prevalent. 

Major Webb contributed much by his personal activity and influence 
to produce these results, and I earnestly recommend him to the Presi¬ 
dent for the appointment of assistant adjutant-general, with the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel, to be stationed in the disaffected regions, and to 
take charge of the business growing out of these affairs and those of 
the militia. He was an officer of the old Army, and colonel under Gen¬ 
eral Taylor in the Mexican war. 

The German ringleaders above mentioned have been turned over to 
the civil authorities for trial. 

I have the honor to announce that the whole coast and islands are 
now in our possession and that the Bio Grande is strongly occupied.' 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEB, 

Major-General^ Gommcmding. 

General S. Coopee, 

Adj'utmt and Inspector General^ Bichniondy Va, 


Genei^ Oedees, » Hdqes. Bist. op Tex., F. Mex., anb Aeiz., 

> Houston, Tecs., March 3,1863. 

The foHowing letter of thauks from Lieutenant-General Holmes, com¬ 
manding Trans-Mississippi Department, is published to the officers and 
men ot this command: 


Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Tur • a T Little Eoclcy Fehnutrii 7, 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Maoruder, / ? • 

Commanding District of Texas, 4 c. .* 

letter, announcing the captuj*e of a portion of the euemv’s ilfiAt hv 
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and men of your command for the ^at gallaatry displayed on the occasion and the 
and ener^ evinced by yon, ana which has reflected so much credit on the I>6- 
partment of the Trans-MiMdssippi. 

1 am, general, very resi>eotf[illy, yonr obedient servant, 

S. S. ANDEBSON, 
AsMiani Adfutani-QemeruL 

Edmund P. Tuener, 

Curtain tmd Assistant AdJuianUGeneraL 


G-eneral Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dist. of Tex., N. Mbx., Am ) Ariz*, 

No, 56. J San March 30, l^^63. 

The following resolution of thanks to the major-general commanding 
and those under his command, passM by both Houses of the Texa^ Fjeg- 
islature, is published for the information of the Army of Texas: 

JOINT RESOLUTION of thaziks to General J. B. Hagmder az&d oth«n. 

Resolution 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That the thjmlm 
of the Legislature are hereby tendered to GeueraJ J. B. Magmder and the officers and 
men under his command for the brilliant victory which they gained over the Feder¬ 
alists at Galveston on the let of January last. To Maj. O. M. Watkins and the officers 
and men under his command for their gallant conduct at Sabine Pass and the recap¬ 
ture of that fort and o^turing the blockading vessels of the enemy; and to Miy. 
Daniel Shea and the officers and men under his command for their brave defense 
of the town of Lavaca; and to Major Hobby and the officers and soldiers nnder his 
commandibr the repulse of the enemy's atfc^k on Corpus Christi. the commencement 
of our success on the Texas coast; and to Captains Ireland and Ware and the offi¬ 
cers and soldiers under their cominand for their exploit in the capture of Captain 
Kittredgeand his men near Corpus Christi; and to Captains Ireland and Willke and 
the officers and soldiers under their command for their good conduct in defeating the 
enemy's attempt to capture one of our vessels ai^d in capturing his barges in the Bay 
of Corpus Christi; and to Capts. Santos Benavides and Refugio Benavides and the 
officers and men under their command for their vigilance, energy, and gallantry in pur¬ 
suing and chastising the banditti infesting the Rio Grande frontier. 

Resolution 2. That the Governor be requested to transmits a copy of these resolu- 
tious to General J. B. Magruder and the other officers mentioned, with the rectnesl 
that they make them known to the officers and men under their command. 

Approved March 6, 1863. 

The State of Texas, 

Department of State: 

I, R. J. Townes, Secretary of State of the State of Texas, do hereby certify the 
a])Ove to be a true and correct copy of the original joint resolution as approved by 
the Governor, now on file in this department. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto simed my name and caused the seal of the 
State Department to be affixed, at Austin, tSiis 12th March, 1863. 

[SEAL.] R- J. TOWNES, 

Secrtfary of 


These resolutions will on the day of their leceptjou hi- read at the 
head of every regiment, battalion, and unattached compan^^ in the dis 
trict. 

By order of Major-General Magruder: 

STEPHEN D. YANCEY. 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


United States Steam Sloop Brooklyn, 

Off Galveston. Tex.. January 9, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder, 

Ooninianding Confederate Forces, Galrebton, Tex.: 

Sir : 1 have the honor to iickno\vle<lge the reoe»ipt of \ulu note of this 
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borne by Migor Bustis, of your staff, and Oapt. P. MeGreal, of the 
Confederate Army, referring to an alleged violation of a flag of trace in 
the harbor of Galveston by the late Captain Eenshaw, and asking “if 
the white flag is hereafter to be recognized and respected as a flag of 
tjinoo 

TTfliviTig never violated a flag of truce myselfj I shall rec^uire it (the 
white flag), when flying in some conspicuous place, to he respected by 
all persons under my command so long as it is respected and observed 
on the other side. , ^ ^ ^ 

I am not acquainted with the inflection attributed to Captain Keii- 
shaw in the first part of your note, but will communicate the subject- 
matter to the proper authorities. 

I will state in conclusion that I have heard from several respectable 
sources that firing of field guns and small-arms was kept up without 
intermission by the Confederates from shore batteries in the town and 
on the Point during the whole time that the white flag was flying on 
board the Harriet Lane, after her capture, and on board the United 
States vessels, from which it is apparent that the white flag was disre¬ 
garded by those under your command, although you were the first to dis¬ 
play it. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. BULL, 

Oomimodore^ Commanding Forces off Oalveston, Tex. 


Hdqrs. Hist, of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Galveston^ Jannary 13, 1863. 

Commodore H. H. Bell, TJ. 8. Navy: 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of youi* note ol* 

-in answer to the communication I had the honor to forward to 

you by Major [J. B.] Bustis, of my stafC. 

1 would state that you are entirely misinformed as to any violation ot 
the white flag during the late engagement by the firing either of field 
guns or small-arms, and that I have made a report of the facts to the 
G-overnment at Eichmond touching the violation of the flag of truce by 
Commodore Eenshaw and the officers commanding Federal vessels on 
the morning of the 1st instant. 

I send Lieut. George A. MagTuder, of my stafl^ and Lieut. W. E, Fos¬ 
ter as bearers of this commuuication under a flag of truce. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

Major-Geveii'al^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Sub-District of Texas, 

Galveston, Jannary 152, 1863. 

Commodore H. H. Bell, 

Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces off Galveston : 

Sir : In the absence of Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder, who is not expected 
to return before this evening, I have, in obedience to his instructions, 
opened the two communications which you did him the honor to addi'ess 
to him yesterday, the 21st instant, and I informed him of their contents 
by tele^‘apb. 
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Major-General Magruder mstracted me to say to yon that he will 
answer your communication this evening, to be forwarded by flag of 
truce to-morrow morning. 

At the same time allow me, sir, in vindication of the honor of our arms, 
as well as the honor of Col. J. J. Cook, 0. S. Army, who was the bearer 
of the flag of truce alleged to have committed the breach against the 
rules governing belligerents in their communications, to make to you a 
plain statement of facts, which I trust will exoneiate us in your mind 
from any charge of perfidy in our intercourse with you. 

The buoy seen on the Gulf beach was washed off several days ago 
during the last gale. 1 was informed that on the 20th instant, whilst 
Colonel Cook was on board the steamship Brooklyn, at about 3 o^cloek 
p. m., a launch of one of our vessels in the harbor did tow in another 
buoy. This was done without any instructions from or knowletlge of 
Major-General Magruder or any other officer in command here. I have 
been unable as yet to communicate with the officer who knowingly or 
unknowingly has rendered himself gi^ty of the breach complained of 
and exact a statement from him during the day. Colonel Cook was 
prevented by calm and adverse tide ftom entering the harbor before 
daylight. Meanwhile I am instructed by Major-General Magruder to 
say that he will be glad to have the buoy removed by ns placed in its 
former position under the inspection of an officer sent by you or to 
afford you any other facilities in his power for entering. * 

As to yonr complaint of a breach of truce in connection with the 
Forty-second Massachusetts, I would re8x>ectfully state that the land 
troops were not embraced in the terms of truce on the 1st instant, either 
directly or indirectly. As soon as daylight came they could have been 
destroyed by our guns aaicl musketry in five minutes. To avert a mis¬ 
understanding on this subject with you, which Major-General Magruder 
would much regret, he ^vill send a full statement by to-morrow morning. 

This communication will be handed to you by Lieut. L. J. Storey, Con¬ 
federate States Cavalry, and Lieutenant Eiley, Confederate States 
Artillery, together wirh a communication to you by the French consular 
agent at tMs port. These officers are instructed to await yom answer. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBKAY. 


United States Stea3I Sloop Brooklyn, 

O f Galrtsfon, Jatiuartf 18t>o. 

X. B. Debray, 

Colonel of Cai'idry, C\ S. Anni/^ d'c., Galcetiton, Ttx.: 

Sir : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of > our dispatch of 
this date, in reply to mine of yesterday touching the biioy>, addressed to 
Major-General Magruder, and whom you inform me temporarily 
absent. 

I beg to express to you my appreciaiiuu of your ])iompt and volun¬ 
tary olfer to replace the buoy, which you .slate wa.s iemove<l by one of 
your launches. 

As you have led me to expect a lettei from Major-(7oneral Magruder 
to-morrow on this and other subjects, yon will pleas«* excuse me from 
going further into this subject. 

I have the honor to be, sir. very respectfully, \our obedient servant, 

H. H. BELL, 

Comtfuniorc, Cotnmanduiy L\ Forces off Gitlvvbti/n. 
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Hdqes. Dist. of Texas, IJew Mexico, and Arizona, 

EoustoTiy January 23,1863. 

Commodore H. H. Bell, 

Oommanding Squadron off Galveston: 

Sir : In reply to your communication of the 21st of January, in which 
you allege a violation of the truce on our part by the truce-boat contaiu- 
ing Colonel Cook, of Confederate States Artillery, and on a previous oc¬ 
casion, viz, on the 1st instant, by us, I have the honor to state that you 
are entirely misinformed in both instances. On the first the guns were 
planted by us at 'Port Point before a single shot was fired by us, and 
were not withdrawn either during the battle or during the period of 
truce. The truce-boat containing Colonel Cook, I am informed by that 
officer, could not possibly re-enter the harbor for want of wind or a 
favorable tide, and did not interfere with any buoys whatever. 

The buoys were washed adrift, I am informed, by a previous storm, 
and one of them was towed in by a boat containing a single man, with¬ 
out my knowlege or that of the officer in command at Galveston. 

This boat was attached to one of our rams lying in Bolivar Channel. 
The officer in command of the ram could have had no improper object, 
as the position of the buoys had all been changed by my orders when 
there was no blockading fleet off Galveston, with a view of misleading 
such fleet^n its return. 

You say that you are informed that the Forty-second Eegiment of 
Massachusetts Yolunteers was fired upon and captured during the ex¬ 
istence of the three hours’ truce. The facts are that the first flag of 
truce seen from the shore was over the wharf on which was quartered 
that regiment. As soon as it was observed all firing in that direction 
ceased. 

During the conference between Brigadier-General Scurry, 0. S. Army, 
and Colonel Burrell, of the Forty-second Eegiment Massachusetts Yol¬ 
unteers, it was announced that the officers in command of the Con¬ 
federate boats had granted a three hours’ truce to the vessels of the 
TJ. S. i^avy, in which the Federal land forces were not included. Colonel 
Burrell asked of General Scurry the same terms as were granted to the 
vessels, which were refused, when Colonel Burrell surrendered the whole 
force under his command unconditionally. 

The only violation of the flag of truce committed on the morning of 
the 1st of January was committed by the vessels of the United States, 
three of which fled from the harbor of Galveston with the white flag- 
flying at their mast-head, in my sight, in the same perfidious manner 
that they had entered it, with the white flag flying. I will state fur¬ 
ther that General Scurry sent to me whilst I was upon the wharf near 
the Harriet Lane to know if he should fire at your vessels immediately 
under our g-uns at the termination of the flag of truce. I answered him 
not to do so, as I had just sent another flag of truce to Commodore 
Eensha-v^^, demanding the surrender of the whole fleet, and giving him 
plenty of time to make up his mind as to my proposition. Your ships 
were not therefore fired upon at the expiration of the period, and in this 
way got off with their white flag flying when they could not have done 
so in any other way. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

Major-General^ Commomding. 

From a conversation, since writing the ab(>v(‘, witli officers of Forty- 
second ftegiiiient Massachusetts Volunteers I find that 1 am supporled 
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in my statements in regard to the violation alleged of the flag of truce 
by their recollections of the occurrence. 

Oapt. Henry liUbbock, the commander of our gunboats, who arranged 
with the surviving officers in command of the Federal vessels the terms 
of the truce, stated on his return from the'FederaJ flag-ship to Brig- 
adier-Gener^ Scurry, in the presence of the commanding officer of the 
Forty-second Eegiment of Massachusetts Volunteers, that the land 
troops were not embraced in these terms, directly or indirectly, he hav¬ 
ing been sent by Oapt. Leon Smith, commanding our fleet of gunboats, 
to demand the surrender of the rest of the Federal fleet and to give the 
Federal commander three hours’ time to accept or decline his demand, 
during which time the firing was to cease between ttie ships. I knew 
nothing of the arrangements, nor did any officer ashore, and when Cap¬ 
tain Lubbock, on his return, touched at Kuhn’s Wharf, where the Forty- 
second Massachusetts Regiment was stationed, he gave this informa¬ 
tion to General Scurry in the presence of the commanding officer of the 
Forty-second Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers, and the latter 
surrendered unconditionally, after his lequest to be allowed the same 
time given the ships was refiised. Had the Federal commander of the 
land force been in superior force to myself and engaged in battle ashore 
he would certainly have prosecuted his advantage to the utmost, re¬ 
gardless of the truce between two fleets, which he had not authorized. 
If necessary, I think it can be fully established also that the Federal 
troops ashore were ready to surrender the moment daylight should give 
them an opportunity, and would have done it even before daylight had 
it been possible. 

I have also to state that 1 am informed by Brigadier-General Scurry, 
who was in that portion of the battle, that the white flag displayed 
from Kuhn’s Wharf was respected the moment it was seen by him.^ 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BAISTKHEAD MAGRUDER. 

Majar-Generalj Commanding. 


January l' 5, [1863]—5.30 p. m. 

Maj. Geu. J. B. Magruder: 

Colonel Cook, just returned from the Brooklyn; kindly received. 
Commodore Bell answers my communication, la;ving little stress on the 
buoy affair. He told Colonel Cook he was sure two buoys Lad been 
removed by us. Cook said the matter was being investigated: tliat. the 
rams being continually moving about, it could not be ascertained }et 
which did the deed. He goes to-morrow again to carry to the Brooklyn 
the ])ropcrty of Commodore Wainwiight, when Commodore Bell will 
answer your communication, which answ'er I will open, informing yon 
of tbe contents, unless otheiwise directed. 

The Hatteras met a steam vessel; spoke to her; she answered she 
was Her Majesty’s ship Spit Fire; the Hatteras sent a hoatV (*rew and 
officer to her; the vessels approached each other, when the would-be 
Spit Fire sent her several broadsides in succession and sunk her. The 
officer and boat’s crew (^scaped in the night and went to tell the tale to 
the Brooklyn. Commodore Bell went to the s<vue ot action on the next 
day and found the wreck, her topmasts out of the w'ater. Cook said he 
knew all about it, and tliat it w^as the “290.’’ Commodore Bell has no 
news from the Sabine since the capture of the vessels. He is ver> 
indignant at the condn<*t of th** commander <)f the Morning Light. He 
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knew, however, we could not get her inside, for she drew 16 feet of 
water. He supposes she has been destroyed, for he saw some spars 
floating. The British officer said to Mr. Lynn that Farragut intends to 
chastise Galveston exemplarily. They say Banks is disgusted with 
New Orleans and wishes to leave; the negroes are too troublesome. 

Commodore Bell wishes to know your determination concerning the 
captured officers and seamen, as you suggested in a previous communi- 
(nation your willingness to send them on board'under parole. I must 
state that Colonel Cook saw in a paper on board a proclamation from 
Lincoln, restricting to our soldiers the provisions of the cartel; if so, 
we ought also to keep their officers. I think it would be dangerous to 
send the seamen out; they have mixed too much with the people, and 
may be well informed as to the condition of our defenses. 

Commodore Bell is thankful for the files of uewspai)ers, and sends 
you New York Herald of,the 6th January and Picayune of 18th of Jan¬ 
uary, which I will forward by to-morrow’s cars. 

X. B. DEBEAY. 

The following document is not to be considered or used as official in 
any way, but as strictly personal. 

ISAAC S. BUEEELL, 

Colonel^ Forty-second Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, 

Statement In relation to the surrender of a portion of the Forty-second 
Regiment Massaclmsetts Yohmteers^ at Q-alveston^ Tex,^ on the morning 
of January 1, A, 1), 1863, to the Confederate forces under command of 
Maj. Gen, J. B, Magrtider^ with the circumstances attending the sur¬ 
render. 

After the steamer Hai'riet Lane had raised the white flag in token of 
surrender the white flag was also raised by the Forty-second Eegiinent 
by order of the colonel commanding; but the fire continuing for ten or 
fifteen minutes from the wharf and the brick building above Kuhn’s 
Wharf, where the said Forty-second Eegiment was vstatioiied, when 
Brigadier-General SciuTy came down to Kuhn’s Wharf and demanded 
the unconditional surrender of the troops on the wharf the firing ceased 
and was not resumed so far as the wharf is concerned. 

The surrender was made immediately and the battle terminated, so 
far as said Forty-second Eegiment was concerned. Between the time 
the white flag was raised on the wharf and tlie cessation of the firing 
only one man was wounded and none killed. 

This statement is made in justice to Brigadier-General yeiirry, who, 
by his gentlemanly conduct and uniform kindness to officers and pri¬ 
vates, is entitled to the grateful renunubranee oi‘ the whole command. 
We believe that the firing after the white flag was raised was unknown 
to him and against his will or orders. 

The flag of truce was not raised on the wharf by tb(‘ Fort} -second 
Eegiment until every vessel in the harbor had raised one. 

When the demand for surrender was made by Brigadier-General 
Scurry the colonel of the Forty-second Eegiment asked to be allowed 
the same time given to the fleet for considei*ation (three hours), but his 
request was refused. 

Haying caretully examined the above statement i believe it to be 
true in every point, and aecordingly 1 have affixed my signature 
thereto. 

Ifc^AAO S. BUEEELL, 

Colonel, Forty-second Regiment Massachusetts Yolunteers, 
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Houston, Tes:., Jcuwary 23,1863. 

This stateuieut, made by Colonel Burrell, commanding the detach¬ 
ment of the Forty-second Massachusetts Eegiment Volunteers, cap¬ 
tured at Galveston on 1st instant, it will be seen agrees in evetry impor¬ 
tant particular with the statement furnished by me in my communication 
to Commodore Bell. Our naval officers distinctly state that the white 
flag hoisted on board the ship did not apply to the land force. Oai>- 
tain Lubbock, the commander of one of our gunboats, who arranged 
with the senior officer in command of the Federal fleet the terms of the 
truce, stated on his return from the Federal flag-ship to Brigadier- 
General Scurry, in the presence of Colonel Burrell, that the land troops 
were not embraced in these terms, directly or indirectly, he having been 
sent by Oapt. Leon Smith, commanding our fleet of gunboats, to de¬ 
mand the surrender of the rest of the Federal fleet and to give the 
- Federal commander three hours^ time to accept or decline his demand, 
during which time the fire was to cease between the ships. 1 knew 
nothing of the arrangements, nor did any officer ashore, and when 
Captain Lubbock, on his return, touched at Kuhn’s Wharf, where the 
Forty-second Massachusetts Eegiment was stationed, he gave the above 
information to Brigadier-General Scurry in the pfesence of Colonel Bur¬ 
rell, and the latter'surrendered unconditionally, after his request to be 
allowed the same time given the ship^s was refused. Had the Federal 
commander of the land forces been in superior force to myself and en¬ 
gaged in battle ashore he would certainly have prosecut^l his advan¬ 
tage to the utmost, regardless of a truce between two fleets, which be 
had not authorized. If necessary, 1 think it can be fully established 
also that the Federal troops ashore were ready to suixender the mo¬ 
ment daylight gave them an opportunity of doing so, and would have 
done it even before daylight had it been possible. 

I have also to state that 1 am informed by Brigadier-General Scurry, 
who was in that portion of the battle, that the wMte flag displayed from 
Kuhn’s Wharf was respected the moment it was seen. 


JANXTAEY 4-MAY 8, 1863.—Operations against Indians in New Mexico. 

odf the evej^ts. 

Jan. *29, —Skiimibh at Piuos Altos Mines. 

March 27, 1863.—8kii*misli on the Rio Bonito. 

April 25, 1863.—Hkirmish at Apache Pass. 

Ma> 7, 1863. —ASkinuisli at CajoiKle Arivaypo. 

General Orbeks, | Hdqrs. Departjviekt of New Mexico, 

No. o. 'i tSania FV, N. Mex.y February 24, 1864. 

The following notices of combats with hostile Indians in New Mexico 
and synopsis of Indian depredations, as well as operations generally 
against them during the year 1863, are published for the information 
of all concerned. Perliaps not over one scout in four which was made 
against tlie Indians during that period was ar all successful; but no 
notice is made ex(*ept of s(*outs which had lesiilts for or against us. 
This fact is stated to convey .i bcttci* idea of llu* labor ot the troops : 

January 4^, —Colonel Carson, commanding Fori Stanton, report.^ ai 
ri\al of 2 Mescalero Indians, wiio staled that in six da.\s lOO Mescaleio 
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Indians would deliver themselves up at Fort Stanton ; that this num¬ 
ber comprised all the Mescaleros not already at Bosque Eedondo. 

Jmmry 9 .—Captain Updegraff, commanding Fort Sumner, reports 
that 2 men of the picket stationed at Bosque Grande left the picket 
contrary to orders to hunt, and that one of them, Private Samuel 
Strunk, Company M, First New Mexico Volunteers, was killed by In¬ 
dians 5 that the number of Indians then at Bosque Eedondo was 248. 

Jmuary 17.—Colonel Carson reports the arrival at Fort Stanton of 
100 Mescaleros, mentioned in his communication of the 4th instant, 
under the fbUowing-named chiefs: Ojo Blanco, Janero Yiejo, Janero 
Pablo, Janero Francisco, Jos 6 La Paz, Mancos Son, Schat-hi. 

Janua/ry 17.—Capt. E. D. Shirland, First Cavalry^ California Yolun- 
teers, brought Mangus Colorado, an Apache chief, into Fort McLane 
a prisoner. On the morning of the 18th, in attempting to escape, 
Mangus was killed by the guard. January 20 Captain Shirland came • 
upon an Indian rancheria, surprised and defeated the Indians, killing 
9 and wounding many more, and capturing from them 34 head of stock, 
a portion of which were Government mules. The rancheria and all 
that pertained to it was destroyed. 

January 19.—Capt. William McCleave, First Cavalry, California Vol¬ 
unteers, reports that in obedience to orders he started from Fort McLane 
and proceeded to the Pinos Altos Mines; arriving at the latter place, a 
party of Mangus Colorado’s band of Apaches approached; the men 
were ordered to attack them, which was done 5 11 Indians were killed 
and 1 wounded; the latter proved to be the wife of the chief, Mangus 
Colorado. Three horses were captured, but being in poor condition, the 
people at the mines were permitted to keep them. Eleven Indians 
killed, 1 wounded, and 3 horses captured. 

January 29.—On the 29th January the Indians attacked two hunting 
parties of Company A, Fifth Infantry, California Volunteers, at Pinos 
Altos Mines; killed Private [William] Hussey and wounded Sergeant 
[T. B.] Sitton. The Indians were driven off with a loss of 20 killed and 
15 wounded. Sergeant Sitton behaved gallantly in this affair. 

February 16.—^L. M. Vaca reports that 4,000 sheep were stolen from 
the neighborhood of Limitar by Navajoes, and reports that the Nava- 
joes stole 2,000 sheep, which he recaptured at the Sierras Oscuras (Black 
Hills), killing 3 and wounding several Indians, and capturing all their 
saddles, provisions, &c. 

February 25.—Jos6 L. Perea reports that a band of 40 Navajoes 
attacked and drove off 6,000 sheep 25 miles south of Pope’s Artesian 
Well. 

March 4.—L. M. Vaca reports that since February 26 310 head of 
horses and cattle have been stolen by Indians from the neighborhood 
of Limitar. 

March 5.—Major [Arthur] Morrison reports departuie of Indians men¬ 
tioned in Colonel Carson’s communication of January 17, 1862, fiom 
Fort Stanton to Bosque Eedondo 5 also the departure of 15 additional 
Indians, who had given themselves up. 

March 12.—-Indians captured near Sabinal 2,300 head of sheep; v ere 
followed by Mexicans, who recaptured them on the Jornada on the 
night of the 12 th or 13th. 

March —. —A band of 40 Indians pui'sued two expressmen going from 
Fort Stanton to Fbrt Union. These Indians had a large herd of sheep, 
(^ptain [F. P.] Abreu, commanding Fort Stanton, sent Lieutenant 
^avid] McAllister and 30 men, with ten days’ rations, to the Sierras 
Oscuras to intercept them. The expedition failed to recover the stock. 
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March 22. -On the afternoon of March 22 the UUa <ki>aehes made 
descent upon the public herd which was grazing near Fort West and 
succeeded in running off some 60 head of horses : Indians numbered 
—. At 8 o’clock p. m. the gallant Maj. William McOleave, First Cav¬ 
alry Oalifornia Volunteers, started in pursuit with a command consist¬ 
ing of Lieutenants French and Latimer, First Cavalry, California Vol¬ 
unteers, 40 men of Company A, 25 men of Company B, and 14 men of 
Company 0, First Cavalry, California Volunteers. Major McOleave 
followed trail of Indians in a westerly course about 70 miles and down 
the Gila 5 miles, then across a divide to Eio ITegro, where he arrived at 
9 a. m. on the 26th, and then moved up the stream a short distance. 
Signs at this point indicated the close proximity of Indians and a ran- 
cheria. During twilight command moved up the stream 2 miles and 
made camp. Thirty men were mounted on only serviceable animals 
left, under Lieutenant Latimer, and 30 dismounted, under Major Mc¬ 
Oleave, started in search of rancheria, leaving remainder of command 
with Lieutenant French in charge of broken-down animals, pack animals, 
provisions, &c. Leaving the camp at 8 o’clock p. m. the command as¬ 
cended a mountain on west side of stream and traveled about 12 miles 
without meeting with any success; here command rested from 1 o’clock 
of the 27th until dawn of day, it raining all the time. When light 
enough to see Major McOleave discovert from an elevated position 
trees, which indicated presence of water, and a horse grazing in neigh¬ 
borhood also indicated that the rancheria was near by. Lieutenant 
Latimer was ordered ahead with his command; discovered rancheria 
and gallantly charged upon it. Part of the dismounted men immedi¬ 
ately commenced gathering in and guarding the horses to prevent the 
escape of the Indians, while the others were skirmishing and fighting 
on the bluffs. The fight lasted for twenty minutes, and resulted in the 
complete routing of the Indians, the capture of aU our own horses that 
could be found and many Indian horses, the killing of 25 Indians, and 
the complete destruction of the rancheria, provisions, and all they pos¬ 
sessed. Private [James] Hall, of Company B, First Cavalry, California 
Volunteers, was wounded in this fight. The command then"returned to 
camp, and soon after noon started on return trip by a route supposed 
more direct than the one by which the Indians were followed from the 
fort. This route led up a canon from sides of which the Indians attacked 
rear guard of command, wounding Lieutenant French, killing 2 horses 
and wounding 1. As soon as the attack was made the soldiers ascended 
the perpendicular walls of the canon by climbing one over the other. 
This was done amidst showers of arrows. As soon as they reached the 
top the Indians tied in every direction. The superiority of the Cali¬ 
fornians over the Apaches at their own style of fighting was shown in 
the case of Corporal [Charles E.j Ellis, of Company A, who crawled 
unseen to a rock behind which was an Indian, and giving a short cough 
the Indian raised his head to discover its cause when a bullet from Ellis’ 
rifle dashed through his brain. The Indians lost in this attack 3 killed. 
On the 30th, provisions giving out, a sergeant and 5 men were sent to 
the lort for a supply. Until their return the party subsisted on horse 
desh. On the 4th of April the command reached fort. On 5th Private 
Hall died from wounds received in the fight. Indian loss, 28 killed; 
troops, 1. 

March 24.—Major Morrison, with Captain [A. H.] Pfeiffer’s company. 
New Mexico Volunteers, m route from Fort Stanton to Fort McBae, at San 
Nicolas Spring came upon a wounded Mexican, who stated he belonged 
to a train belonging to Mai tin Lujan, of Socorro, Tex.; that the tram 
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had been attacked by IndiaiiHaiid neaily aJ] the party killed, he beifig 
wounded in three places and left for dead. Major Morrison, with Lieu¬ 
tenant [L. A.] Bargie and 18 men of the company, went in pursuit, came 
to the salt marshes at daybreak of the 25th, found 10 wagons stripped 
of everything portable, and within a circuit of miles 7 dead bodies 
of Mexicans, which they buried. They then followed the trail of the In¬ 
dians toward the Sacramento Mountains 5 then toward the Sierra Blanca 
until noon, when they met a party of Mexicans from Tularosa in pursuit 
of the same Indians; they had been informed of the massacre by another 
wounded Mexican, who had escaped. The Indians had at this time 
twenty hours’ start, and were hidden in the recesses of the Sierra 
Blanca. Major Momson returned to San Mcolas Spring, arriving 
there on the evening of the 25th, having traveled 150 miles. Lieuten¬ 
ant Bargie’s conduct is spoken of as deserving of praise. Estimated 
number of Indians 45 in all, 20 of whom were warriors. Arrows indi¬ 
cate they were Apaches. Seven Mexicans killed and 70 head of cattle 
stolen. 

A^pril 25.—Capt. Benjamin E. Harrover, Fifth Infantry, California 
Volunteers, reports that he attacked at Apache Pass a band of Apache 
Indians, numbering about 200; 30 of them mounted and several of them 
armed with guns. At the first fire the Indians fell back, but kept up 
the fight for nearly two hours. In this affair Private [M. B.] Wilcox, 
of Company E, Fifth Infantry, California Volunteers, was wounded. 
Indian loss' 3 killed; wounded; troops, 1 private wounded. 

May —Maj. Joseph Smith, commanding Fort Stanton, reports that 
a party of Indians made a descent on the farmers of Euidoso and killed 
a man named Harding, robbed his house, and drove off* 10 or 12 head 
of stock. 

May 1.—Cesario Duran, a citizen, reports that a party under his 
command had a hard fight with the Apaches in tlie San Andres Mount¬ 
ains, and succeeded in killing and wounding many Indians; the party 
lost 2 men killed. The party recovered several animals and captured 
7 horses. 

May 8.—Lieut. Ool. J. F. Chaves, First New Mexico Volunteers, 
reports that an Indian named Gordo was seized and turned over to 
Lieut. B. Stevens on the morning of 11th instant. The Indian unbound 
himself and attempted to escape; the sentinel in charge shot and killed 
him. 

**#■»•»** 

The zeal and energy shown by the officeis and soldiers, and the 
fortitude with which they have encountered hunger, thirst, fatigue, and 
exposure in their pursuit of hostile Indians within tin's department 
during the past year are deserving of the highest admiration. Not 
less is this due to those parties who were so unfortunate as not to ovei - 
take the Indians than to those who came up with them. All toiled 
and suffered alike. The gallantry which every one has shown when 
there was an opportunity to close with the enemy proves that tlnit 
virtue among the troops in New Mexico is common'to all. 

The alacrity with which citizens of New Mexico have taken the 
to pursue and encounter the Indians is worthy of all prais(*. Many oi 
them have been conspicuous for their courage, and all have shown a 
settled determination to assist the military in their efforts to rid the 
country of the fierce and brutal robbers au'd murderers who for nearly 
two centuries have brought poverty to its inhabitants and mourning 
and desolation to nearly every hearth throughout the territory. 
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The department eommauder congnitulates the troops and the people 
on the auspicious opening of the year 1864. For one hundred and 
eighty years the Navajoe Indians have ravaged New Mexico, but it is 
confidently expected that the year 1864 will witness the end of hostili 
ties with that tilbe; then New Mexico will take a stride toward that 
great prosperity which has lain within her grasp, but which hitherto 
she has not been permitted to enjoy. 

Bv command of Brigadier-General Oarleton: 

BEN. C. CUTLER, 
Assista/nt Adjutant-G^neraL 


JANUARY 9) 1863.—Loss of the United States transport Sparkling Sea. 

Eeporf of Ooupt John A. Grow^ Twenty-fifth Battery Ketc York Light 

Artillery. 

New Orlb^S> Fehrwtry 6, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit for your cousideratiou the following 
report: 

On the 16th day of December, 1862, in accordance with an order 
issued by General Banks at the city of New York, myself, second lieu¬ 
tenant, and 68 men of my command embarked on board the transport- 
ship Sparkling Sea, under order to sail for Fortress Monroe to take on 
board 100 horses and then to put to sea under sealed orders, which were 
to be opened after twenty-four hours’ continuous sail from that place. 
That on the said day, in the afternoon thereof, the said ship set sail for 
her aforesaid destination, which she reached on the morning of the 19th 
da3" of the said month of December: that through a disposition on tlie 
pait of the master of the said vessel to prolong his stay at that place 
he could not be induced to take on the horses so assigned to the vessel 
until the 25th and 26th da.vs of December, and on the morning of the 
27th day of the said month the vessel put to sea, and on the morning 
of the 28th the captain ot the '=5aid vessel opened his sealed orders, 
which directed him to ‘‘proceed to Ship Island, in the Gulf of Mexico.*' 
On the morning of the Otli of January, 1803, at 5.80 o'clock in the 
morning, in open daylight, the said vessel ran upon the Florida Reel 
about 10 miles northerly of the Oarysfort light-house, and on or about 
the IStli tbe said vessel became a total wi’eck. 

On the evening of the 9th of January last the ymiboat Sagamoit* 
came to us and took off myself and 60 men of iiiv eonimaiid. and on the 
lOth da\ ot that month landed us at Key tVest I left 8 men, 
my seeoiid lieutenant, in eharge of the horses, tonge. uaniniss.ux and 
quaitermaslei’s stoies until 1 could return with as^istam-** t() s i\c tln^ 
property, there being a prospect of continued fan weatliei 
On reaching Ke\ West 1 repotted immediatel.v to the (|uairm niastei 
of that post, and he immediately chartered the steamei vS\\an, and on 
the morning ot the lltli we pioceeded towaid the N\ieck, but through 
the mismanagement of the captain of the said steamer we never left the 
channel until after 12 o’clo(‘k at noon of that day’, and at iiiglit the sai<l 
steamer came to anchor, refusing to proceed farthei that mght. On 
the 14th day thereafter, at 10 o'clock a. m., the haul steamer proceeded to 
within about 5 miles of the wreck, when she refused to proceed farthei, 
although ordered to do so by’ the quartermaster aforesaid, who had 
eooie on the steamer with us. 
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On application to the captain of the steamer for a small boat to go 
to the wreck he refiised to allow us to take it or man one for us. The 
wind was blowing very strong at the time, and the reason alleged for 
not proceeding farther was that it was not safe. 

On the 13th day we met a small wrecking vessel bound down for Key 
West, containing the second lieutenant and 8 men aforesaid, who had 
abandoned the wreck and reported the horses still alive, but that the 
vessel was hourly expected to go to pieces. 

On finding that any effort to prevail on the steamer to proceed to the 
wreck [was in vain] we turned back to Key West. I had taken on board 
the steamer 65 of my men to assist at the wreok when we started out, 
and drew two days’ rations to last us till we reached our own stores. 
On the morning of the 15th I found that the vessel was short of water 
and nearly out of provisions, as I had been compelled after the exhaus¬ 
tion of our own rations to draw on the steamer’s provisions, and that 
the steamer could not reach Key West under three days. Seeing a 
steamer at anchor some distance I signaled her, and on coming alongside 
proved to be the gunboat Sagamore, Lieutenant English commanding, 
and on a representation of our condition to him he took us off and again 
landed us at Key West, and the men went into quarters at Fort Taylor. 

After taking on horses at Fortress Monroe and before running on the 
reef we lost 23 horses; with the exception of 3 they all died of pneu¬ 
monia, which I believe to be occasioned by the bad ventilation of the 
ship. The ship was not properly loaded for carrying horses; being so 
high out of the water she rolled badly, and seriously chafed and bruised 
the horses. The tools for the stables, cleaning horses, and watering 
them the captain denied having, but on the wreck of the vessel I found 
that they were well provided. 

After we left Fortress Monroe we were in a heavy storm, which lasted 
about three days. The horses suffered extremely for want of ventila¬ 
tion, and after some considerable inquiry I found that the vessel had 
one wind sail, which was new, and the captain disliked to put it up, but 
did do so, which very much improved the condition of the horses. 

The wreck of the vessel could have been easily prevented by the 
most ordinary caution on the part of the watch and lookout. About 4 
o’clock a. m. of the said ninth day the second mate of the ship came 
into the after cabin and announced to the captain that there was a re 
volving light over the starboard bow. The captain immediately went 
on deck and quickly returned, and he and the first mate examined the 
chart to determine what light it could be, and finally concluded it to be 
the Double-Headed Shot-Key light, and the second mate remarked he 
would go on deck and change the course of the vessel for that light, and 
went out of the cabin. At 5 o’clock a. m. I got up and dressed myself 
and went on deck at precisely 5.30 a. m., and as I got my head 
above the after cabin hatch I heard the cry of Breakers 1” and then 
the second mate had just sprung to the wheel and was putting the ves¬ 
sel about, but it was too late, for the current set the vessel onto the 
reef. There was no storm and no high wind. The beacon and break¬ 
ers had been in full sight for twenty minutes to some of my men who 
were forward, but did not know what they were. 

The crew of the vessel were almost without exception strongly in 
favor of secession and were bold in their expressions of rebel sympathy. 
The second mate, who was on watch that morning, had expressed him¬ 
self in favor of the rebel Government and hoped it would succeed. The 
man on the lookout was a secessionist and a “JS'orth Carobnian” by 
birth; he was either not performing his duty or ]ie willfully allowed the 
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vt 3 «sel to mn on tbe reef. Those of my men who ^eiv on deck thal 
morning say that they called the attention of some one of the crew to 
the beacon and to the strange appearanceof the water. When I reached 
the deck the beacon and breakers were very distinct. 

I had lost confidence in the second mate just before parsing the 
Hole in tbe Wall, for had it not been for the opportune discovery of 
the first mate he would have allowed us to run into Little Abaco with¬ 
out ever notifying him of it, for one minute farther east would have 
wrecked the vessel. The moment the vessel struck the reef the crew 
expressed their delight and immediately thereafter refused to iierform 
duty. 

In about two hours after the vessel struck the captain had made a 
contract with a wrecker to strip the vessel. If an anchor had l>eeii 
dropped when we first struck, the vessel would have been kept in a posi¬ 
tion when she could have been drawn off by some steamer, but up to 
the time of my leaving at night of that day no anchor had b^n put out 
to hold the vessel. 

If steamer Swan had performed her part of the contract specified in 
her charter every horse could have been saved, with everything on board. 

After the vessel was abandoned the wr^keiife took off 12 horses, 
about 70 sacks of oats, and a number or bags of bran, all of my 
quartermaster stores, and a small quantity of the commissary stores; 
and on their arrival at Key West were libeled for the salvage of the 
wreckers in the United States district court of Southern Florida, where 
the matter is now pending. The quartermaster of the post refused to 
bid in the property, especially my quartermaster stores, and they were 
sold at a great sacrifice. The aggregate of the property saved and the 
amount for which they sold can all be ascertained of 
said district court. 

On the 30th day of January I proeiired passage for myself, lieutenant, 
and men on the quartermaster's steamer McClellan to Kew Orleans, 
where I reported on the 4th day of Febrnary, 1863. 

With mncii esteem, I am, captain, yours, &c., 

JOHK A. UEOW, 

* Captainj Commanding Twenty-fifth Battery^ Sew Yoel. 

Capt. Riohxrd Arnold, Chief of Arty,^ Dept, of the (inlf. 


JANUAEY 14, 1863. —Engagement on Bayou Teche, La., and destruction 
of Confederate gunboat Cotton. 

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P Banins, U s Aimv, < onunauding ot the 

Gnlf 

No. —Brig. Gen. Goalie’s Weitze], U. 8 . AllIJ^ « onini.aHiiui; t i^i.edit j»hj 

No. I. 

Report of Maj. Cen. Nathaniel P. Bankbj L. S, \inn/, nHnniaiiding 
Department of the Gulf 

New Orleans, La.. Jamuny 10, ISO.). 
General: I have the pleasure to inclose to you tbe copy of a telo 
gram received last night from Brig. Geu. Godfrej' Weitzel, containing 

* See also Appendix, p 1039 
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I he gratifying intelligence of the complete siiceefeis of the expedition 
alluded to in my dispatch of yesterday, including the destraction of the 
rebel gunboat Cotton. That gallant and energetic ofiScer is again en¬ 
titled to the thanks of the general commanding this department for the 
skillful manner in which he has performed the task confided to him. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

■W. P. BANKS, 
Major-Oeneral, Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, General-in-Chief. 


[Inok'Siire.] 


Berwick Bay— 0 p. ni. 

(Eeceived, New Orleans, January 15, 1863—9 p. m.) 

General N. P. Batiks, 

Commanding De^artmmt of the Gulf: 

I have just returned. We have accomplished, the object of our expe¬ 
dition. The Confederate States gunboat Cotton is one of the things 
that were. We lost 4 killed and 14 wounded. My men behaved mag¬ 
nificently. 1 am recrossitfg the bay. 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-Genef'al^ (I, 6'. Volunteers» 


No. 2. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Godfrey Weiizel, U, /s'. Army,^ commanding expedition, 

HE.ADQUARTERS BEiSERVE BkIGADE, 

Vamj) ^Stevens, La,, Jan nary 18, 1863. 

Colonel: Having during the whole of week before last heard re¬ 
ports from different sources that the enemy was meditating an attack 
on my forces at Berwick Bay, and that he was increasing the armament 
of the rebel gunboat J. A. Cotton, both in caliber and number, and 
knowing that this gunboat would be a very large element in the attack, 
I considered it my duty, in co operation with our gunboat fleet in Ber¬ 
wick Bay, under Lieut. Commander T. McK. Buchanan, to make an ex¬ 
pedition to capture, destroy, or cause to be destroyed, this gunboat. 

I concentrated all my troops for the expedition, consisting of the 
Twenty-first Indiana, Major Hays; Sixth Michigan, Colonel (Uark; 
Eighth Averment, Colonel Thomas; Twelfth Connecticut, Major Peck; 
Seventy-fifth New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock; One hundred 
and sixtieth Bew York, Colonel Dwight; Twenty-third ConnecticiU, 
Colonel Holmes; four pieces of Battery A, First Artillery, and two 
pieces of Fourth Massachusetts Battery, under command of C)ai)t. E. (3. 
Bainbridge, Fifth Artillery; First Maine Battery, Lieutenant Bradbury; 
Sixth Massachusetts Battery, (Captain Oarruth; Company B, Louisiana 
Cavalry, Captain Barrett, and Company B, Eighth New Hampshire, 
Lieutenant Camp, acting as provost guard at Brashear City. 

On Tuesday morning at 3 o’clock the gunboats commenced crossing 
the aitillery and cavalry and completed it at 10.30 o’clock, and then 
took on board all the infantry. Tlie whole force was disembarked and 
formed in line of battle at Pattersouville. Lieutenant-Comm ander Buch¬ 
anan then made a reconnaissance, and upon his return I advanced my 
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Tvhoir force to Ljnch’s Point au<l bivouacked for the night under I'over 
of the gunboats. 

JText morning I threw the Eighth Yermont on the east bank of Bayou 
Teche, to clear that bank of riflemen and other land forces that might 
be there, and advanced my line on the west bank to attack the Cotton, 
which was in sight. Before starting I directed the colonel of the Eighth 
Yermont to call for 60 volunteers to move right up to the Cotton on the 
east bank and shoot down her gunners. I directed Lieutenant-Colonel 
Babcock, of the Seventy-fifth JJ^'ew York, to call for the sime number 
of volunteers to do the same on the west bank. 

Soon after starting the gunboats, which were ahead, engaged the 
Cotton, my line steadily advancing. As soon as the Seventy-fifth New 
York was within supporting distance of the Cotton a portion of her 
regular line of skirmishers and the volunteers attacked her, shot down 
every one in sight, and completely silenced her. At the same time 
Captain Bainbridge was enfilading her from the main road, and Car- 
ruth and Bradbury, m Echelon on plantation roads running parallel to 
the main road, were firing at her broadside. The Eighth Yermont came 
up on the east bank as quickly as possible, drove the enemy from his 
rifle pits, and the cavalry which was supporting these riflemen, and 
took 41 prisoners, including a lieutenant. The three pieces of the 
enemy’s artillery, with its infantry and cavalry support on the west 
bank,* were driven back by the skirmishers of "the Seventy-fifth 2^’ew 
York and my light batteries. At the same tinfle the gunboats were 
firing at the Cotton as fast as possible. The Cotton stood this terrible 
tire bravely for some time, then commenced retreating slowly. After 
getting out of range she came back but was again repulsed, and after 
that there was only slight skirmishing between the land forces for the 
rest of the day. 

Next morning before daybreak, and before we could commence re 
moving the obstructions in the bayou, the Cotton was reported on tire. 
She had been swung across the bayou aud burned, so that herliull 
might serve as a farther obstruction. The object of the expedition lia\ - 
ing thus been accomplished I immediately ordered the return, and 
arrived here on Friday night with my whole command. 

We captured about 50 prisoners (including 1 lieutenant) and several 
horses. We lost 1 lieutenant and 5 x>rivates killed and 2 non-coui- 
niissioned officers aud 25 privates wounded, 

The gunboat fleet, commanded by the brave, lamented Buchanan, con¬ 
sisted of the gunboat Ciilboun, Lieutenant Buchanan commanding tainl 
since his death by Acting Master M. Jordan); the gunboat Estiella, 
Lieut. Commander A. P. Cooke; the gunboat Kinsman, Acting 'S'oluii- 
teer Lieut. George Wiggins, and the gunboat Diana, Acting Master E, 
8. Goodwin. All of these gallant officers and the brave ofiicers ainl 
men under them did their duty bravely and well. The> crohSed and 
recrossed my whole command over Berwick Ba> without a single acci 
dent and covered my advance and march on tlie return in the most 
liandsome manner. 

My personal staff'; Captain Hubbard, assistant adjutant-general: Lieuts. 
P.D. Allen and Graves, aides de-camp; Lieutenant ('olonel Lull, JEiglith 
Nt‘w Hampshire, and Captain Cowan, Company B, Massachusetts Cav 
airy, acting aides; Dr. M. D. Benedict, chief surgeon; Major Carpeii 
ter, Reventy-fiftb New York, chief quartermaster; Lieut. Fred. £. 
Smith, Eighth Yermont, chief commissary, and Lieutenant Wrotnoski. 
Topographical Engineer, distinguished themselves, as on my previous 
expedition, by their coolness and bravery and the prompt and efficient 
. .^nd /‘HiTied uut KiV orders,. 
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Oautain Barrett, with his cavalry as advance guard and r^^ai guard 
acted splendidly and bravely. He mentions for particular bravery in 
the several skirmishes they had with the enemy’s cavalry Lieutenant 
Thayer, First Sergt. Thomas Maher, Sergeant Henuessy; Corporals 
Adams, Brennan, Boyle; Privates Long, Barry, Wallace, and Walsh 
(killed). This company killed, wounded, and took prisoners about 15 
of the enemy and the same number of horses, arms, and equipments. 
He lost 1 man and several horses, but no arms or equipments. 

The battery under command of Oapt. E. 0. Bainbridge, Fifth Artil¬ 
lery, consisting of four pieces of Company A, First Artillery (Lieutenant 
Humphrey commanding one section), and one section of the Fourth 
Massachusetts Battery (Lieutenant Briggs commanding), was in the 
advance going and in the rear returning. 

The Sixth Massachusetts, Captain Carruth, and the First Maine, Lieu¬ 
tenant Bradbury, with all their officers and men, distinguished them¬ 
selves by the manner in which they came into position under the fire of' 
the heavy guns of the Cotton the manner in which they riddled her 
and silenced the enemy’s battery on shore which was supporting the 
Cotton. 

The Eighth Vermont, Colonel Thomas, for the first time in action as 
a regiment, reflected the highest credit upon itself by the splendid man¬ 
ner in which they cleared the enemy’s rifle pits on the east bank and 
afterward pursued them. This regiment took 41 prisoners, 3 wounded, 
and killed 4 of the enemy. 

Colonel Thomas mentions Captain Button and Lieutenant McFarland 
and,the men under their command for distinguished conduct. He also 
mentions Oapt. L. M. Grout, acting major, and Adjt. J. L. Barstow as 
having rendered him very-efficient aid. This regiment lost none, because 
it flanked and surprised the enemy completely. 

The Seventy-fifthKew York, Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock, also for the 
first time in action as a regiment, formed the right of the line on the 
west bank. To this regiment fell the lot of moving right on to the Cot¬ 
ton. The regiment, its line of skirmishers (a portion of which attacked 
the Cotton in rear), and the 60 volunteers behaved in the most praise¬ 
worthy, the bravest, and most magnificent manner. The whole of them 
<!Overed themselves with glory. They silenced the Cotton completely, 
and with the artillery drove off the enemy’s battery on shore, killing and 
wounding a very large number on board of the boat and on shore. Cap¬ 
tain Fitch and Lieutenant Whiteside (killed), commanding the volun¬ 
teers; Captain Savery and Lieutenant Thnrber, commanding the skir¬ 
mishers; Lieutenants Miles and Fitch, with the pickets, are mentioned 
on all sides for distinguished coolness, judgment, and bravery. This 
regiment lost 1 lieutenant and 3privates’killed and 2 non-commissioned 
officers and 18 privates wounded. Its small loss under the heavy fire 
of the enemy is due to the rapidity, order, and determination with which 
it advanced. 

The One hundred and sixtieth New York, Colonel Dwight, was in the 
center, and, although not engaged with the enemy, behaved well under 
the enemy’s artillery fire. It lost 1 private killed and 4 wounded. 

The Twelfth Connecticut, Major Peck, formed the left, the Twenty- 
first Indiana, Major Hays, and Sixth Michigan, Colonel Clark, formed 
the reserve. The reputation of these three regiments is so well estab¬ 
lished ^at nothing need be said. The position I assigned them shows 
the estimation in which I held them, and had it become necessary to 
make an attack upon the main body of the enemy’s land forces to secure 
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the object of my expedition they had a most important part of the pro¬ 
gramme assigned them. 

The Twenty-third Connecticut, Colonel Holmes, held Brashear City 
during the advance of the expedition. 

Company B, Eighth JNew Hampshire, Lieutenant Camp, as provost 
guard, did their duty as well as possible. 

The four signal ofhcers, Lieutenants Vance, Eaton, Butterfield, and 
Dana, and the men under them; again distinguished themselves by their 
energy, coolness, and bravery. 

A portion of these troops on this expedition was transported 160 miles 
by rail, and nearly aU about 70. This was accomplished rapidly and 
without the least accident to man, horse, or piece of artillery. This re¬ 
flects the highest credit upon the energy and ability of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Colburn, Twelfth Connecticut, superintendant of the Opelousas 
Eailroad, and his subordinates. 

My total loss was 1 lieutenant and 5 privates killed, and 2 non-com¬ 
missioned officers and 25 privates wounded. The enemy’s loss on shore 
and on the boat was fully treble my own. 

Lieutenant Whiteside, of the Seventy-fifth New York, bravely led his 
volunteers; went up to the banks opposite the Cotton and ordered them 
to haul down her flag. He was immediately fatally shot, l>ut before 
dying ordered his men to keep on and take the ship. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-G^mieral, U. 8. Volunteers. 

Lieut. Col. Eiohaed B. Irwin, 

Adjutant-General^ Dept, of the Gulf Hew Orleans^ Lg. 


JANTJAEY 21, 1863.—Attack on Blockading Squadron at Sabine Pass, Tex. 

Report of Maj. Gen. John B. Magruder^ C. S. Army, with congratulatory 

orders.* 

Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. 

Hotiston, Tex.j January 24,1868. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that Sabine Pass has been cleared 
of the enemy 5 two gunboats, which I fitted up on the Sabine, having 
captured the enemy’s blockading squadron, consisting of a 12-gun ship 
of war and a schooner man-of-war of two guns, commanded by otiicer*'; 
of the U. S. Navy. Our boats pursued the enemy 30 miles at sea. dur¬ 
ing which time a running fight was kept up. Finally, getting them 
under lire of our Enfield rilies, they surrendered, and ne\ er turned back 
to the Pass. 

This expedition A\as under command of jMaJ. O. 'SI. Watkiii'^. of my 
stafl*, and was fitte<l out under my orders. principallN by the gallant 
Leon Smith, now in command of tlie Harriet Lane ami the rest of the 
war 'vessels in Galveston Harbor. 

Major Watkins reports that he captured thirteen heavy guns, 129 
prisoners, and $100,000 worth of stores. 

' Sett ixltso Ma.giudi‘r’« rfpoit of the recapture of Galvcrjtou, Ae., p. 211 *, and for re¬ 
ports of U. >S nxival oftioers aeo Aniina] Report of rLe Seeretdi^ of the Na\v, Decern 
her 7, 186:i. 
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The commander of the Federal squadron reports that the severe naval 
engagement seen from Galveston Island a few nights ago was between 
the 290 and the United States war steamer Hatteras, and that the 
latter was sunk. Many fragments of the steamer floated ashore on 
Galveston Island. Our steamers in the late engagement were com¬ 
manded by Captains Fowler and Johnson, sea-captains of Texas, and 
manned principally by volunteers from Pyron’s regiment of cavalry, 
Cook’s regiment of artillery, and Spaight’s battalion of infantry. 

As soon as I ascertain the names of the gallant commanders of the 
detachments and the particulars of the flght I will communicate the 
same for the information of His Excellency the President. The devotion 
of all cannot be too highly commended. I beg leave to ask the Presi¬ 
dent that Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adjutant-general, C. S. Ai*my, 
sent to Texas to command a conscript camp of instruction, be made 
lieutenant-colonel in the assistant adjutant general’s department, with 
orders to report to me. 

The expedition to the Eio Grande has, after many difdculties, prob¬ 
ably reached that river by this time. The heavy guns stored at San 
Antonio are on their way for its defense. A competent corps of engi¬ 
neers, under the command of Maj. A. M. Lea, accompanies the expe¬ 
dition. Major Lea rendered efficient service on my stafl:* at Galveston, 
and found his son, Lieutenant Lea, of the Federal Kavy, wounded and 
dying on board the Harriet Lane. He is a graduate of West Point, of 
great merit, and well known to His Excellency the President, to whom 
I beg leave to recommend him for the appointment of colonel in the C. 
S. Army for engineer duty with me. 

1 will add that I hope soon to have a squadron of four gunboats on 
the Eio Grande for further protection. The interior is tranquil. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD IMAGEUDEK, 

Major-General^ Commanding, 

General S. Cooper, Richmond, Va, 


General Orbebs, ) Hdqrs. Dist. of Tex., N. Mex., and Ariz., 

No. 45. ) Houston, Tex,,, March 11, 1803. 

The commanding general, having been prevented by various circum¬ 
stances from acknowledging the services of the brave Major Watkins 
and the gallant officers and men under his command in the recent vic¬ 
tory at Sabine Pass, takes this occasion to return them his public and 
official thanks for the accomplishment of a purpose of great importance 
to us and their participation in an exploit almost unparalleled in the 
annals of warfare. After driving the enemy’s blockading squadron 
from our immediate waters these devoted and heroic men, in their frail 
boats-, pursued him some 30 miles to sea, and after a flght of nearly two 
hours, on an element on which he considered Iiimself invincible, cap¬ 
tured a ship of war of nine guns and an armed schooner of two gun^^ 
of the U. S. Navy, forcing their commanding offi(*ers to surrender at 
discretion. 

The perseverance, industry, and firmness of the coininauding officer, 
Maj. Oscar M. Watkins, of the Provisional Army, were only equaled b} 
his intrepidity, admirable coolness, and skill in "battle. Ihitirely iinac- 
(mstomed to the sea, his devotion overcame all obstacles. Be was iibl\ 
and heroically seconded by Captains Fowler and Johnson, respective 
commanders of the steamers Bell and Uncle Ben ; by Captains Odium, 
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O’Bryan, ITolan, and Aycock, and Lieutenants Dowling andAikens-of 
the land forces, and by the engineers, pilots, troops, and crews of the 

expedition. 

The commanding general takes pleasure in announcing to the offi¬ 
cers and men of Texas, land and naval, that their heroic example has 
been followed successfully throughout the Confederacy. The echo of 
their cannon at Galveston and Sabine had not died away ere they were 
taken up at Charleston and reveit)erated in glory along the Mississippi. 

His Excellency the President has addressed a letter of congratula- 
tion'and thanks to the commanding general and gallant men of Texas 
engaged in these noble enterprises. Congress has unanimously passed 
a vote of thanks in acknowledgment of their services. The whole 
country has been electrified by the daring and skill of Texans, while 
the hearts of their comrades battling in the north for their homes and 
altars have been made to beat with pride and joy by the news of battles 
fought and victories won on the beloved soil of their glorious State. 
To the true soldier there can be no greater reward. 

Much has been done, but much remains to be done. Our mortal toe 
is again gathering his strength for another and still another blow; but 
the commanding general of the Army of Texas is confident that his 
troops will return these blows, and will astonish still more their enemies 
and the world by such evidences of skill and audacity as shall make 
“Texan” a better word than Spartan.” 

With this assurance he leaves for a short time this immediate scein* 
of his labors to secure other points and prepare other fields of glory, 
confident that the officers and men of his command will use all the 
meaus in their powder to perfect themselves in such a knowledge and 
practice of their profession as will insure the fulfillment of the IdfrhPQf 
expectations of their friends and country. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. Bankhead Magruder; 

STEPHEX D. YANCEY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


JANUARY 28, 1863,—Skirmish at Indian Village, La. 

Rejport of GoL Richard E, jtfolcomh. First Louisiana Infantnj {Union). 

HKAI^I^UAHTEKS FiBST Loi ISIAJXA Toluxteebs, 
JDonaldhonrille^ La.. January 1*9. ISfio. 

Sib: i received a dispatch from Lieutenant Perlviu^. commanding 
cavalry at Plaqiieiniue, stating that he had a skirmisli with the eiiem\ 
at Indian Village yesterday morning, and drove the (Mieiny from hi.s 
fortifications on the west bank of the Grosse Tete. 

The force with Lieutenant Perkins consisted of hl^ ea\ alr\ company, a 
]>art of Oa]>tain Williamson’s cavalry company (Secoiid Louisiana), and 
a boat's crew from one ol'the gunboats v ith a howitzer. They marched 
down to Indian Village without meeting with the enemy: but when 
near that place the enemy opened fire upon tliein from his I’ifit* pits ami 
temporary fortifications he had thrown up. Ue vas not able to dis 
lodge them at first, but crossing over the ba.\oii in two Imatssent from 
Phnpiemine the> succeeded in dislodging tlie enem\. It was the en¬ 
emy’s picket guard, with a reserve, which came up and look part in th<* 
tight, which he attacked. The main body of General Sibley's foicc \w 



240 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap, xxm 


reports some 20 miles up the Grosse T6te. He thinks the forces under 
Generals Sibley and Hubert number about 3,000, though it was reported 
to him as high as 5,000. 

There was no indication of a raid in this direction. He says he found 
that no work had been done recently in repairing the road from Indian 
Village to Bayou Goula, nor was there any indications of the enemy 
having been on this side of Grand Eiver or Bayou Plaquemine. 

I intended to go up to Bayou Goma to-morrow and reconnoiter the 
country where he has been operating, but his visit to that section has 
rendered it useless for me to go. 

I think there is danger of the couriers carrying dispatches between 
Manning’s Landing and Baton Eouge being captured. ^ A man came in 
to-day from the Galveston settlement, on the Amite Eiver, and reports 
that 40 rebels crossed the Amite Eiver and came up to the Bayou Man- 
chac, and he thought they intended to capture our pickets. The rebel 
cavalry at Port Hudson come around Baton Eouge, and may make a 
dash in upon the telegraph line or the men candying dispatches at any 
time. Would it not be well to have a company of men stationed at 
some point between here and Baton Eouge ? 

We are busy mounting the guns in the fortifications. Shall have 
them mounted by Saturday. The force of wagons which have been at 
work on the fort, with the exception of 100, will be through in a few 
days. They are an extra lot of men for fortification purposes, and 
should be kept together for that purpose. 


Eespectfully, yours, 

E. E. HOLCOMB, 

Commanding U. S, Forces^ Donaldsonville^ La. 


Col. Eiohabd B. Ibwin, 

Asst. Adjt. Oen.^ Dept, of the Gulf New Orlems^ La, 


!FEBRTJARY 42-28, 1863.—Operations on Bayou Plaquemine and the 
Atchafalaya River, La. 

Reports of 2Iaj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Bariks^ TJ. S. Army^ commanding Be- 

partment of the Gulf. 

Headquartees Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La.^ February 12, 1863. 

General : Upon the inclosed map * I have marked the military opera¬ 
tions upon which the forces under my command are engaged. The chief 
movement is by the Bayou Plaquemine and the Atchafalaya to the Eed 
Eiver and the Mississippi. The principal, apart from the natural, tliffi 
culties of navigation, which are considerable, and the partisan rangers 
or guerrillas which infest the country, is a fortification at Biitte-a-la- 
Rose, at the junction of the Atchafalaya and the Cow Bayou, near the 
terminus of the road from Saint Martinville. This work is of consider¬ 
able strengih, and is intended to defend the country above, including 
the capital of the State aud the Eed Eiver, from incursions by the Teche 
Bayou (river), the Grand Lake, or the Atchafalaya. This post reduced, 
the way to the Eed Eiver is believed to be substantially clear. 

This euter}>rise is intrusted to General Emory, who has already couc 


Not found. 
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nienced tlie movement. There are many difficulties to overcome, bat I 
believe it will be successful. It will enable us, if successful, to cut off 
supplies by the Eed Eiver and to communicate with the forces below 
Vicksburg. About 3,000 men will be engaged in this service, the full 
strength that can be conveyed on our transports with two gunboats and 
several armed launches. At the same time General Weitzel is moving 
on the Bayou Teche to intercept the rebel force at Franklin and capture, 
if possible, the rebel steamers which are at that point. About 4,000 men 
are engaged in this expedition. Its success is nearly certain. The first 
object accomplished, the dispersion of the force at Franklin, the expe¬ 
dition may join General Emory at Butte-4-la-Eose, by the Martinville 
road, or move upon Iberia, for the purpose of destroying the salt-works 
in that locality. 

Both of these expeditions are necessarily by water transportation ex¬ 
clusively. West of the Mississii3pi the country is subject to inundations 
at this seasou, and movement by land is impossible. The limitation of 
transports reduces the force employed much below what it should be. I 
liave stopped the navigation of the Mississippi for all steamers engaged 
ill local trade, and yet, with the Government and private vessels together, 
I am able to force into this service but five steamers for Emory’s and but 
two for WeitzeTs troops. If it were possible to send into this country 
the full force required I should regard the capture of Opelousas and the 
occupation of the Eed Eiver at its junction with the Mississippi as cer¬ 
tain. I hope still it may be so. 

In conjunction with these movements the forces at Baton Eouge will 
move to the rear of Port Hudson, with a view to cut off supplies by the 
way of Clinton. If their supplies by Eed Eiver and the position west 
of the Mississippi be cut off they must come out of their intrenchments 
to fight us. for which we are ready. Their works are too strong for a 
direct attack by men who have never fired a gun: Such an attempt 
would result as at Fredericksburg and Vicksburg. The works hav6 
been in construction since August, and are as strong as at Vicksburg. 
If nothing better can be done, we will assault them. Admiral Farragut 
will attack the works ou the river, and will probably run the batteries 
with one ormorc vessels, placingus in communication with forces above. 

We have a report to-day from Baton Eouge that one of our gunboats 
had run below Vicksbuig as far as Eed Eiver, capturing three of the 
enemy’s supply vessels. 

The health of my comiuaud is good. The troops suffer chiefly from 
the process of acclimation. They are in good spirits and daily improv¬ 
ing in drill and discipline. 

Generals Andrews and Dwight arrived yesterday with the balance 
of the tioops, and ar(‘ already assigned to their respective commands. 

The naval force and winter transportation here is lamentably deficient; 
this should be supplied without delay. We require constant communi¬ 
cation wutli Pensacola, 81iip Island, Galveston, and the Eio Grande 
by blockading shi[)s or tiMiisporls. The naval force is very weak for 
this service and should be strengthened at once. The number of ves¬ 
sels that can be emplo;>ed in transport service is very small—wholly 
insufficient w'hen the demands of the river are considered, in addition 
to those ot* the coast, and embarrasses all our movements. 

Much solicitude has been felt in regaid to the safety of Ship Island. 
It is reported to us from Mobile that several iron-clads are ready to go 
out and that an attack may be expected. There are but two naval 
vessels there, both sailing sh^R. The place cannot be defended, except 

10 R R—VOL XV 
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as a, naval post. I have dono what I could to mount the guns, and hope 
it may be safe. There is one colored regiment stationed there. 

The Confederate Government seems to have changed its policy in re¬ 
gard to cotton, and is now willing to have it shipped to this port. Per¬ 
mits are said to have been given by General Pemberton to ship cotton on 
the Mississippi. Such statements are made to me by those interested 
’ ill the shipment. If so, it is because the cotton has been sold to for< 
eigners for gold, and they take this method to get it out. Believing 
this to be the object, I have given no encouragement to them and have 
declined to receive cotton under any special conditions as to its dispo¬ 
sition when within our lines. I have as far as possible stopped sup- 
l)lies beyond our lines, whether for loyal or disloyal people. I am en¬ 
tirely satisfied that this is wise. Trade in the city is daily improving, 
and the people are quiet and apparently cheerful. One week, with 1:116 
navigation of the river secured, would make an entire revolution in this 
State. I trust confidently that this may be accomplished. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

K P. BANKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 

Major-General Halleck, 

Gommander-in-Ghief U- 8. Army, 


HEADQXrAETEES DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 

New Orleans^ La,y February 16,1863. 

Sir: Since my dispatch of the 12th instant, sent by the Cromwell, 
the general plan of operations therein indicated has been followed out, 
slowly iudeed, but with as much rapidity as the natural obstacles have 
permitted. 

* The First and Second Brigades of Emory^s division, under the com¬ 
mand of that officer, with Duryea’s regular battery, are concentrated 
at Indian Village, on the Bayou Plaqueminc. Weitzel is ready to move 
in conjunction. 

A reconnaissance, made from Berwick Bay by the gunboat Diana, 
develops the fact that all the routes from Indian Village to Lake Chicot 
are blocked by drift for a distance of 5 miles. The gunboats could not 
pass the first accumulation. Grand Eiver is reported choked. 

I have just sent for General Emory to return here for a full confer¬ 
ence on this aspect of atfairs, and hope by the time he airives to have 
more definite and more favorable news from the Diana. General Emory 
is of opinion that there may be another route free fiom driit, and will 
endeavor to discover it. I am hopeful that this will turn out to be 
the case. 

There was a rumor last week among the local secessionists that the 
enemy were preparing to evacuate Port Hudson, but General Grover, 
who commands the forces at Baton Itougc, informs me that he has 
nothing* to indicate such an intention. I have suggested to him the 
expediency of reconnoitering their position in considerable foice to 
develop their intentions, and am confident that he will be watchful, 
vigilant, and prepared to seize any advantage the eiiemj'^s movements 
may offer. 

If the attempt to cut the enemy’s communications and sources of 
supply with the w^est succeeds—as I believe it will, unless the natural 
difficulties named turn out to be insurmountable—we shall move from 
Baton Rouge on his rear at Port Hudson, and, cutting his commuuica- 
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tions with the east, compel him either to surrender or give us battle on 
our own grounds. For such an enterprise we can concentrate easilv 
15,000 men, and by straining every nerve and letting go for the time 
all other and minor considerations 25,000. Of the issue of such a con¬ 
test I cannot permit myself to doubt. 

Our news from Vicksburg leaves me somewhat uncertain as to the 
present operations of our forces at that point, especially in ret^ard to 
the cut-oif. At last accounts, through the Jackson papers, we h^ built 
coffer-dams at the ends of the canal and were engaged in further exca¬ 
vations. 

We have a report in general terms of an important capture at the 
mouth of Eed Eiver. 

If the canal succeeds I suggest that one of its first uses be to fur¬ 
nish us with light-draught river transports, drawing from 4 to G feet of 
water, with good engines. Boats that can move in either direction and 
with double and disconnecting engines will do the most service in these 
narrow and crooked bayous—^too narrow for most vessels to turn and 
too crooked for some of them to move in. We also need several light- 
draught iron-clads. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

]s\ P. BAXKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

0eneral4n-Chief Washington^ D, C. 


Headquarters DEPART3IE^'T of the Gulf. 

Few Orleans, La., Feb) nary 21.1863. 

Sir; I have the honor to transmit hereT\ith, for your information, 
copies of dispatches dated from the 13th to lOjth instant inclusive, in 
regard to the attempt to open communication between Indian Village 
and Lake Chicot and the connecting operations. 

Eeferriug for a more detailed statement of our futme operatioik^ to 
my other dispatches, forwaided hy the same steamer, I need only say 
here that the attempt was prosecuted on the part of Brigadier-General 
Emory with zeal and energy and co-operated in by Brigadier-General 
Weitzel in the same spirit, and was only abandoned wbe^h coneliisiveh 
shown, by txbainstivo leeoiinaissaiices and actual trial, to he utterly 
impracticable, and that, nothing discouraged by the failuie of this en¬ 
terprise, we shall })iish th(‘ same operations with vigor b\ the other 
route, via Berwick Bay and Grand Lake. 

Very respectfullc, your obedient stuTaiit, 

X. P. BAXKS, 

Major- Gene) a L Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. 11. W. IIalleok, 

General in-Chief WabhingtoUj J>. C. 

[luclo&uie Xo 1 ] 

Department of the Gulf, 

Hdqrs. Second Bricade, First Division, 

Gamp jStevens, La., February 13,1863. 

General ; In accordance with your instructions of yesterday I pro¬ 
ceeded to Brashear City last night. I found the Diana gone, under 
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your order, and at once ordered the Kinsman, with Lieutenant Loring 
on board, to overhaul the Diana, and both to make the reconnaissance 
together. I have fall and, I think, perfectly accurate information of the 
landing at Indian Bend. A steamer drawing 6 feet can get no closer 
than 3 miles from the shore. The Kinsman, drawing 4 feet, can get 
within a mile. The flats that we can collect can get within about 100 
to 200 yards from the shore. The bottom of the lake at the point is 
sandy and hard—whether fiard enough to bear my light artillery I could 
not ascertain. There is a levee, which could serve the purpose of an 
intrenchment, about three-fourths of a mile long, just below the road 
along the lake shore. The road from the lake to Bayou Teche is good 
and about three-fourths of a mile long. Where the road strikes the 
bayou is a ferry. This ferry is a small flat, pulled from one side to the 
other by a rope. A mile above the ferry is a bridge, the nearest one to 
the read. The distance from the road to the position which the enemy 
now occupies below Centreville is 20 miles by road. 

I am collecting all the flats I can find. Whether I can get a suffi¬ 
cient number is a question. Whether, after I get them, I can trans¬ 
port my force in them depends upon the weather. The landing will 
be very slow for everything but infantry, as this can jump overboard. 
The crossing of the Teche, if the enemy is vigilant, can be made a still 
slower operation by the destruction of the ferry and bridge or the lat¬ 
ter alone. 

gunboats which attack in front must have a force on shore to 
at the rifle pits and to assist in removing the two very serious 
tions in the channel of the Teche, or they cannot get within the 
f the enemy at all. Infantry alone on the boats will not accom- 
^ lis. If I give from my brigade a force equal to the task I will 
have too small a force to attack the enemy in rear. 

All the information I get of the enemy^s movements is, that, in ex¬ 
pectation of an attack from a large force, he is concentrating all his 
troops at Camp Bisland, which is the intrenched position below Oentre- 
ville. I have ordered an expedition to-night to capture, if possible, 
some of the enemy^s pickets, and through them, if possible, to get infor¬ 
mation. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brig. Gen.^ U. 8. Vols.j Commanding Bourih Brigade. 

Maj. Gen. 0. 0. AuauE, 

Commanding Division. 


[Inolosnre No. 2.] 

By telegra;pJi from La Fourclie, La.^ to Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur. 


A communication from Colonel Holcomb, commanding at Donaldson- 
ville, has just been received. It contains the following: 


A refugee wlio came in from Attakapas tliis morning reports that the enemy is con¬ 
scripting eyerybody. o^l f- \ o : that they have quite a force on the Teche, but 
that therein 'sc. om .imong the troops. At Butte-^la-Rose there are 

some 400, v .\\ io..T p <, (- of artillery. Nothing at Camp Pratt. 


This agrees with information at Berwick Bay, and indicates a con¬ 
centration on the Teche, 


G. WEITZEL, 
Brigadier-General^ <&c. 
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Enclosure Ko. 3.1 

telegraph from La Fourche, La., to Maj. Gen. C. C. Avgur. 

The information is that the old force is there with a new battery of 
four field pieces. The old force is the Twenty-eighth and Thirty-third 
Orescent and Eighteenth Eegiment of Louisiana Infantry; Seinmes’ and 
the Pelican batteries, six guns each; the Second Louisiana Cavalry and 
WallePs battalion of Texas Cavalry. Total force about 2,500 men and 
eighteen pieces of artillery. The Diana had left yesterday morning on 
your order. I sent Lieutenant Loring on the Kinsman to overtake lier 
'and to assist her in the reconnaissance. 

G. TfElTZEL, 

Brigaiier-Generul, U. S. Tohinteern. 

[Inclosure No. 4 ] 

By telegraph from Baton Bouge^ to Lieutenant-GoJonellricin^ Amsf- 

• ant Adjutant-OeneraL 

Sir: I am reliably informed that there are two boats fitting up at 
Port Hudson to assist the Frank Webb, a rebel gunboat, in making nii 
attack upon the Conestoga, and any other boats we may have about 
the mouth of the Bed River. It is believed that it will "require some 
time to make their preparations for such an expedition. The boats 
referred to as fitting up are the Louisville, a first-class river steamer, 
and the D. Bentley, an old boat of not much account. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. GROVER. 

Brigadler-General. Commanding. 

[Inclosnre No. 5.] 

By telegraj^h from La Fourche^ La,^ to Major-General Augur, 

SiB: The following dispatch has been received: 

Brasheab City, La., February 13, 1863—K> \k lu. 

Brigadier-General Weitzel : 

The Kinsman has returned, having communicated wirh the Diana, i hr Di.u a 
captured one of Fuller’s negroes, who says there are three guns in i-l 

commanded by Burbank, late of the Cotton, and manned hy the Cotton - t re'A. .1 - 

ported by four or five companies of infantry. Captain Wiggins says all t I'e ‘d, . i».i 
the lake are strongly picketed, and at Indian Bend there are three *2-l-po •** 

position. I propose starting at 8 o’clock in the morning to exM.iin ni 

Captain Wiggins’ information is jfrom contrabands near Indian Bend v ho \ a in !« 
yesterday. 

A. P. COOEK. 

Lieutenant, Commamling. 

[Inclosnre No. 6 ] 

PlaqUEMIXE, La., February 17, 

Brigadier-General Emory, TJ. S. A.: 

Sir: In obedience to your orders I proceeded on the morning ot tli(‘ 
16th instant, with the Hartford’s launch, armed with one heavy lii- 
pounder boat howitzer, and the irou-clad gunboat Barataria. down 
Bayou Plaquemtne, for the purpose of ascertaining the practicability 
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of transporting troops through Bayou Sorrel and Lake Ohicot. About 
12 miles below Indian Village, in Bayou Sorrel, I found a raft of drift¬ 
wood one-fourth of a mile in length. A short distance below this I 
found another raft of drift-wood IJ miles in lengthj and learned through 
well-disposed citizens of several miles of other drift-wood, and that the 
portion of Lake Ohicot (Sailed the bay is filled up with the accumulated 
drift of two seasons. I therefore report to you that it is not, in my 
opinion, practicable to transport troops through Lake Chicot and Bayou 
Sorrel. I would also most respectfully state that in my opinion the 
transportation of troops through the Upper G-rand Eiver is for similar 
reasons impracticable. In my opinion the only way of rendering this 
bayou navigable for transports is by removing the drift-wood, which 
work should commence in that part of Lake Ohicot called the bay. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN 0. WATSOJS^ 

Lieut..) U. 8. JUfavy, Comdg. Naval part of the Nxpedition. 


[Inolosure ISTo. 7.] 


Plaqxjemine, La., February 17,1863. 

Captain Itbs, 

Acting Assistmt Adjutant-General^ Third Division: 


Sie: From what I saw of the drift-wood in Bayou Sorrel, as well as 
from what I learned of the same from sailors, soldiers, and citizens of 
our reconnoitering party, I am of the opinion that said bayou is not 
navigable for more than 12 miles below Indian Village. In my judg¬ 
ment the only w’ay in which said bayou can be rendered navigable is by 
removing the drift-wood,*which work should bo and can only be done 
by commencing in that part of Lake Ohicot called the bay. The Upper 
Grand Eiver is also not navigable, owing to drift-wood. 

I am. sir, your most obedient servant, 

O. P. GOODING, 

Colonel^ Commanding Third Brigade^ Third Division, 


[Indosure IKTo. 8.] 

By telegraph from Berwick Bay^ La,^ to Major-General Augur, 

Captain Goodwin, of the Diana, requests me to telegrapli that all the 
routes from Lake Chicot to Indian Village are blocked by drilt for 5 
miles, which the pilots and inhabitants say will cut off all communica¬ 
tion between those places. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfullv, 

FEANK W. LOEING, 
Aide-de-Gamp to General Emory, 


[Inclosure Ko. 9 ] 

By telegraph from La Fourche^ La,, to Major-General Aug^lr, 
The following dispatch has been received: 


General Weitzel: 


Beashear City, La., February 14, 1863.- 


Captain Goodwin says he could not penetiate even the first accumulation of drift 
without disabling his boat; but if he may be ordered to try as soon as he returns to 
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Indian Bend llioro may be a possibility of pushing through to meet General Emory 
after which I bog leave to reconnoiter Butte-Ma-Eose. ’ 

Respectfully, 

FRANK W. LORING, 


Tke above dispatch is respectfully submitted. What shall I reply f 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 


G. WEITZEL, 
Brigadier-General^ dte. 


[Inclosure No. 10.] 


By telegraph from La Fourehe^ La.^ to Maf Gen, C, (7. Augur. 


The following dispatch has just been received: 


Brashear City, La., February 14, 1S63. 

Bri gadier-General W eitzel ; 

Tho route to Indian Village is blocked by drift, which will prevent any movement 
on General Emory from that place. I have returned to telegraph this and await fur¬ 
ther orders from you. Captain Goodwin has information that the force at Butte h- 
la-Rose* did not exceed 600 men and three heavy guns last Sunday. May I reoon- 
noiter? 

Very respectfully, 

FEAKK W. LORING, 

Aide-de-Camp, 


What orders shall I give 9 


G. WEITZEL, 
Bngadier-General, dte. 


[Inclosuie No 11 ] 


By telegraph from La Fourche. La,^ to Major-General Augur. 

Your dispatch has been received. It will be done. 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General^ U. S. Volunteers. 


[Inclosure No. 12 ] 

By telegraph from Baton BovgCj La.j to Lieutenant-Colonel Jrzrid, Assist¬ 
ant Adjntant-GeneraL 

Sir: Your dispatch of the 14th is received. Up to this date we learn 
nothing from Port Hudson indicating an intention to evacuate. Will 
keep a sharp look in that direction. 

C. GROVER, 

Brigadier-General. Commanding Baton Bouge. 

[Intlosure No 13] 

By telegraph from Plaquemine to Colonel Holcomh^ D)naJdsohviUe. 

Hfadqxurteks Third I)im>Ivjn, 
Plaquemine^ La.^ rihruanj 15. ISOJ—5 p. in. 
Send the following to General Banks, ni Yew Oileiins. and letiirn me 
the answer with all possible dispatch: 

Major-General Banks: 

I have received this moment "^lic following dispute h fiom General V titzel: 

“Your aide has returned to Bi*afali*^«ir Cit^ ou the Diana. lie telegraphs the loute 
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to Indian Village is Ijlooked by drift, wMcb will prevent any movement on yonr part 

from Indian Village. _ 

^ “G. WEITSSEL, 

** Brigadier^ General^’ 


The Grand Eiver is also choked, as is known at headquarters. Neither 
the information nor the means of transportation of this expedition are 
as yon suppose. A conference with you is in my judgment essential, 
ghall I return for the purpose or will you please to instruct me what 
to do If We have information that one of our gunboats has made an im¬ 
portant capture at the mouth of Eed Eiver. 

. W. H. EMOET, 

Brigadier-General^ Oommam^dmg Blaguemine, 


flncloanre ISTo. 14.] 

Headqxjaetees Stbahbe Louisiana Belle, 

Plaquemine, La., Feirriary 15, 1863—10 p. m. 

Colonel Holcomb: 

Please send the foUoTring to General N. P. Banks: 

GxNBKAL: I&foimation received indaces me to believe another route exists free 
from drift. I will explore it before coming to a final decision. 


W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier-Genera L 


[Incloanre No. 15.] 


By telegraph from La Bourehe^ La,^ to Maj. Oen. G, C, Augxtr, 

The following dispatch has just been received: 

Brashbar City, La., February 17, 1863 

Brigaditir-General Weitzel: 

The Diana and Kinsman approached within a mile of the fort at Butte-^i-la-Rose 
on either side of Cow Island. I attempted to get the Diana within sight of the fort, 
but Captain Goodwin refused. The Kinsman went the northern passage; drove in G 
pickets, and was stopped by sharpshooters. Information from the inhabitants ap- 
jiarently confirms information before received, that the force at Biitte-^-la-Kose does 
not exceed six companies and four pieces of artillery. A thorough reconnaissance 
was made of the route to Indian Village. After pushing through one drift we found 
two others extending as far as one could see. It was impossible to penetrate them. 
Communication with General Emory is therefore efTectually blocked. The water is 
everywhere rising, flooding what little land there is. 

Most respectfully, 

FRANK W. LORING, 

A ide-de- Camp. 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General^ U. S. Volunteers, 

[luclosxire No. 16.] 

Berwick Bay, La., February 17, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Emory, Flaqtiemine, La.: 

The Diana and Kinsman approached within 1 mile of the fort at Butte- 
a-Ia-llose on either side of Cow Island. I attempted to get the Diana 
wTthin sight of the fort, but Oaptaiu Goodwin refused. The Kinsman 
went the norllierii passage; drove in 5 pickets, and was stopped by 
sharpshooters. Information from the inhabitants apparently confirms 
information before received, that the force at Butte-^-la-Eose does not 
exceed six companies and lour x>ieces of artillery, A thorough recon- 
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naissauce was mad© of the route to Indian Village. After pushiBg 
through one drift we found two others extending as far as one could 
see. Communication between Indian Village and Lake Chicot is ef¬ 
fectually blocked. The water is everywhere rising, flooding what little 
land there is. Butte-A-la-Eose is most submerged, and is impracticable 
for cavalry and artillery, and only with grisat difficulty practicable for 
infantry. A few days of wet weather will submerge it unless the drift 
in Bayou Sorrel be soon cleared away. It threatens to choke ail the 
outlets from Lake Chicot northward, and so to cut off commnnicatiou 
between here and Bntte-A-la-Eose. 

PEANK W. LOEEjfG, 

Aide-de-Camp, 

[Inolosnre ITo. 17.] 

Bayou La Foueohe, La., Fehrva^ 14 , 1803 . 

Colonel Holcomb: 

Send the following dispatch to General Emory as soon as possible: 

MANmNG^S La3U)1NG, La., February 14, 

Brigadier-General Emory: 

Yonr aide has returned to Brashear City on the Diana. He telegraphs the route to 
Indian Villa^ is blocked by drift, which will prevent any movement on your part 
from Indian village. The force at Butte-iSi-la-Rose is three heavy guns and about 4W» 
men. 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General^ JT. 6'. Army, 

[laclosuro ITo. 18.] ^ 

By telegraph from Headquarters Third Division^ steamer Louisiana ume. 
Plaqtiemine, La, {I'lth)^ to Major-General Banlcs, 

Genebal: 1 have some prospect of remo-^ing the raft in one uf the 
bayous. I therefore suggest that the Diana be held in readiness to (‘o- 
operate. I have notified General Weitzel. 

^ W. H. EMOET, 

Brigadier-Genei uL 

[Inclosnr© Xo. 19 ] 

By telegraph from Flaqitemive, La., to Major-General Banls. eomiuaiulinii. 

Every bayoxi choked with drift-wood—impassable and iiuiuovuble 
from this direction. I am on my way down to see you. 

W. H. EMOItY. 
Brigadh r Geiteral. 

flnclosme Ifo. 1 

Camp, I^DIAN Tillage, La., 

February 19, lbu3. 

General Emory: 

Sir: I have the honor to leport to >oa that, in a<*eoidaiK*e with in¬ 
structions from Major Boardman, T proceeded to explore and asceitc.in 
the extent of drift in the Bayou Sorrel, and, if possible, to proceed lo 
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Lake Chicot. I succeeded in reaching the termination of the first drift 
which was about 1 mile in extent. Sounding its depth, I found it com’ 
posed of one mass of logs, roots, big and small trees, boards, &c., jammed 
tightly for 30 feet (the whole length of my pole). Two miles farther I 
found a second drift of about the same extent. It was now dark, and 
having waded and crossed several dangerous breaks in the levee, fear 
of losing my two men compelled me to return. From sources I deem 
perfectly reliable I learn there is another and more formidable drift 3 
miles from the mouth of Lake Chicot, into which it extends; that it has 
been forming two years; that there is no current to carry off the logs 
if we should succeed in detaching them ,* that their removal is an im¬ 
possibility, and the loosening of the first drift will only embarrassmat- 
ters more at the third and last. 

I have the honor, sir, to be yours, respectfully, 

HENEY COEHEN, 

Capt Company K, One hundred and serenty-tMrd N. T. Vols. 


[Addenda.] 


Caerollton,-. 

‘ (Eeceived, 'New Orleans, February 26,1863J 
Lieutenant-Colonel Irwin, Assisiant Adjutant-6eneral: 

The following is a telegram received from Colonel Currie, by which 
it will be seen he reports the country between the Plaquemine and 
Faiiftsp Eiver and the Atchafalaya is impracticable for all arms. I 
dered him to concentrate at Plaquemine and be on his guard 
jist attack. 

W. H. EMOEY, 
Brigadi er- General, 


General W. H. Emory : 

The reconnaissance has just returned, having reconnoitered as far as 
Fausse on Mississippi, Madam Parlanger^s on the Fausse Eiver, and 
within *2 miles of the mouth of Cow Head Eayou on the Atchafalaya. 
The command used up. Had to make forced marches to avoid assault 
from 2,400 from Port.Hudson and some cavalry reported to be coining 
along the State road from near the mouth of Bayou Alabama. Full 
particulars will accompany my report to Colonel Paine to-morrow 
evening. 

The launches have not yet returned and will not be in till late. The 
men prostrated by fatigue. Will send Louisiana Belle and launches 
down to-morrow morning early to Carrollton. In my opinion the country 
is impracticable for all arms of the service. Loss 1 man and 2 prisoners; 
4 paroled. 

L. D. H. OUEEIE, 
Colonel, Commanding Post 
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MABCH 7-27, 1863.—Operations against and about Port Hudson, La. 

STTMMLA.II.Y OP' THE I^HI3SrCII>A.L. EVK^^TS. 

March 7, 1863.—Banks’ forces move to Baton Ron^e. 

9-10, 1863.—Skirmishes on the Comite Rjver, at Montesano Bridge, etc. 

llr-15, 1863.—Engagement between Union fleet and I*ort Hadson batteries. 

Demonstrations on land front against Port Hudson. 

17, 1863.—^Expedition from Montesano Bayou toward Port Hndson. 

Operations on west hank of the MiR8i8sij)pi. 

19, 1863.—^Reconnaissance to False River. 

24, 1863.—^Expedition to Hermitage Landing. 

IiEP>ORTS. ETC. 

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the 
Gulf, of operations March 7-27. 

No. 2.—Capt. William W. Rowley, U. S. Signal Corps, Chief Signal Offi<*er, of oi>era- 
tions March 7-22. 

No. S.—Lient. Joseph L. Hallett, Acting Signal Officer, of operations March 19-16. 
No. 4.—Col. Thomas E. Chiekering, Forty-first Massachusetts Infantry, of skirmishes 
on the Comite River, at Montesano Bridge, etc. 

No. 5.—Brig. Gen. William Dwight, jr., U. S. Army, of expedition from Monrefuin(» 
Bayon, toward Port Hudson. . 

No. 6.—Col. Theodore W.,Parmele, One hundred and seventy-fourth New York 
Infantry, of operations on west bank of the Mississippi. 

No. 7.—Col. N. A. M. Dudley, Thirtieth Massachusetts Infantry, of reconnaissance 
to the mouth of False River. 

No. 8.—Col. Charles J. Paine, Second Louisiana Infantry (Union), of reconnaisanee 
to the mouth of False River. 

No. 9.—Col. N. A. M. Dudley, Thirtieth Massachusetts Infantry, of expedition to 
Hermitage Landing. 

No. 10.—Capt. James M. Magee, Second Company Massachusetts Unattachetl Cavalry, 
of expedition to Hermitage Landing. 

No. 11.—Maj. Gen. Franklin Gardner, C. S. Army, commanding at Port Hudson, of 
operations March 7-26, with correspondence and orders. 

No. 12.—Capt. J. M. Magruder, of skirmish at Montesano Bridge. 

NTo. 1. 

Beports of Met], Gea. Nathaniel P. Banks, V. aS’. Army, commanding De¬ 
partment of the GnJf of operations March 7-27. 

Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps. 

Neic Orleans. La.. March 21, 

In pursuance of the [dan suggested in iny la.st dispa tidies the tieet 
under the command of Hear-Admiral Farragiit made the eoiiteinidated 
effort for the successful passage of the river hatteiie.s at Port lliul.'^ioit 
on Saturday evening, the 14th instant. The fleet consisied of the flag¬ 
ship Hartford, Alonongahela, Kielimoud. and Mississij)])i, with a gnn- 
boat lashed upon the port side of the first tliiee named vessels. The 
Essex (iron-clad), Sachem, and six mortar-boats held position below 
the forts, enfilading by their fire the lower batteries. 

The fleet moved from Baton Rouge on Friday evening at 4 o'clock, 
and anchored below Port Hudson until S o'clo(*k on Saturday evening, 
when it commenced the contemplated movement, and at 11.30 o'clock 
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the rebel batteries opened fire upon the leading ship, which was returned 
by the fleet with terrific and successful energy until lovelock in the 
morning. The passage was only partially successful. The Hartford, 
with the Albatross, ran the gauntlet successfully. The Monongahela 
reached the center batteries, when she was disabled by an accident to 
her machinery and fell back t8 her former position. The Richmond was 
disabled by a shot through her steam-drum, and followed the Monon¬ 
gahela. The Mississippi, having passed the center batteries, ran 
aground, and, after sustaining the concentrated fire of the batteries for 
half an hour and removing the sick and wounded, she was fired -and 
blown up by order of her commander, Smith. Nothing was saved from 
the ship but officers and crew and nothing was left to the enemy. 

Admiral Farragut, with the Hartford and Albatross, was reported 
at Waterloo on Sunday. The Richmond, Monongahela, and the gun¬ 
boats Essex (iron-clad), Sachem, Genesee, and Kineo, with the six mor¬ 
tars, reached Profit’s Island, 3 miles below Port Hudson. 

The loss of life was chiefly sustained by the Mississippi. It is be¬ 
lieved that the killed, wounded, and prisoners will not exceed 70. The 
loss on the other vessels was comparatively light, but including among 
the wounded the inestimable officers Commander McKinstry, of the 
Monongahela, who was injured by a fall from the bridge, which was 
shot away, and Lieutenant Cummings, of the Richmond, who has since 
died. 

The land force under my command, at the suggestion of Admiral 
Farragut, moved to Baton Rouge on the 7th instant, with the exception 
of such detachments as w’ere necessary to hold the several positions 
occupied by our army on the lower river. The effective force thus con¬ 
centrated at Baton Rouge was less than 17,000 effective men. The 
non-arrival of the fleet remaining at New Orleans for repairing ma¬ 
chinery detained us at Baton Rouge until Friday, the 13th instant, 
when General Grover’s division moved for Port Hudson. General 
Emor;<t’s division followed at daybreak on the 14th instant, and Major- 
General Augur’s, the reserve, at the same hour. General Grover en¬ 
camped near the church, at the intersection of the Bayou Sara road 
leading to the plains in the rear of Port Hudson and the road to Spring- 
field Landing, where communication was established with the fleet on 
Saturday, the lith instant, at lip. m. General Emory moved a brigade 
un the same road at the point of intersection with the direct road to 
Port Hudson and the road to Ross Landing, touching the lower line of 
batteries, and another force was posted near Springfield Lauding, to 
maintain connection with the river and fleet, the position being 3 miles 
in rear of land fortifications and on the flank of the lower rebel bat¬ 
teries. The object of the movement was to make a diversion during 
the passage of the fleet, and not to make an attack with the expecta¬ 
tion of carrying the works. The assistance of the fleet would be indis¬ 
pensable in any determined attack, and the hope of the naval and land 
officers was that it might run the batteries with as little firing as pos¬ 
sible. No decisive encounter with the enemy was anticipated there- 
trom, unless, as was hoped, they should come out of the works. 

These i)ositions were assumed at 2 ]). m. on ^Saturday, the 14th in¬ 
stant. My intention was to move the batteries, with a protecting force, 
upon the Ross Landing road, which terminated on the bank of the river 
on the line of the lower batteries. This would give us a flank fire, in 
line with that of the Essex and Sachem and the mortars directly into 
the land and water fortifications. A part of General Emory’s division 
and the whole of Grover’s forces, posted near the junction of the road 
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to Ross Landing and the direct road to Port Hudson, would be ready 
to advance upon the rear of the works if opportunity onered, or to repel, 
by a flank attack, jiny force debouching upon the road to attack the 
batteries. The remaining brigades of (^ueral Emoiy and the division 
of General Augur held in reserve 2 miles in the rear upon the Bayon 
Sjira roax:L Such was the disposition of the main force at 2 p. m. on 
Saturday, the 14th instant. 

While waiting the movements of the fleet the minor dispositions, 
covering the position we held, were as follows: 

The roads leading from Baton Rouge are six in number: 

First- The Highland road, crossing the Bayou Manchac and leading 
to the Pass of that mime. 

Second. The Olay Out road, with two intersecting roads crossing the 
Comite and Amite Rivers. 

Third. The Greenwell Springs road, leading direct to Camp Moore. 

Fourth. The Clinton road, leading direct to Clinton. 

Fifth. The Bayou Sara road, upon which our march was made. 

Sixth. The roa<l to Siuingfleld Landing, which was on line of com¬ 
munication with the river. 

We had information, which could not be disregarded, that a support¬ 
ing foi'ce, in the event of an attack upon Port Hudson, was at an inter¬ 
mediate point between Port Hudson and Vicksburg, and that a cavalry 
force of 1,200 men was on the Clinton road, with rumors of a force on 
the other side of the Amite, from Mobile and Camp Moore. The bridges 
on these roads were destroyed by my order on the day preceding our 
march, and each iiiter&ecting road was covered by a small force by the 
Highland road to that of Springfield Landing. Our cavalry being 
weak in numbers, the deficiency was supplied by infantry. In ud^tion 
to these detachments two regiments, under command of Colonel Chick- 
ering, of the Forty-first Massachusetts, were left at Baton Rouge to 
protect the camp against the threatened cavalry raids of the enemy. 
The force with which I was enabled to move against Port Hudson did 
not exceed 12,000 infantry—a force, at the best, far inferior in numbers 
to that ot the enemy. 

The enemy’s pickets appeared on all these roads, but were promptly 
driven in as we approached the works, without serious loss or contest 
on our part. It was my intention to open fire upon the lower works 
from the Ros^ l.aiiding" road. We had relied for this movement upon 
the maps prepared for this occasion, with great industry and ability, 
from local county maps and general information obtained from the 
peoi)le. The reconnaissances of the afternoon, however. develo])ed the 
fact that the Ross Landing road did not exist, and we necessarily were 
forced to change the direction of our operations to the rear of the 
enemy’s works i)y tlie Poit Hudson road, and to enter u[»oii new recon¬ 
naissances with that view. These were pushed \rith \igor until dark 
to within ()d0 Aards of the enemy’s \^orks and preparations made for 
moving our artilleiy upon that road. Up to this moment it had been 
nndei'^tood tliat the passage of the fleet was to be made in the gray of 
the morning and nut at night; hut at 5 o'clock I received a dispatch 
from the admiral stating that he should euinmmcnce his movement at 
8 o'clock ill the evening. It was impossible for me to construct bridges 
and repair the aliiK/st impassable roads for artilleiy in season to 
co-operate with the tit*i*t by a concentiated artillery tire. I had jiij^t 
lelt the lear of the eiiem\*s\\orks in company with General Grover, in 
conclusion of the recoiiiiaissancus ofcneiii}. when the fieet and bat 
teries o])eiieil llieir lire at ll.od p. m. Had the original purpose been 
carried out my batteries vould have been in position before morning. 
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We had waited nearly ten days for the fleet, detained by the break¬ 
age of machinery, and lost the opportunity of crossing its fire with that 
of our artillery in the premature commencement of the action by as 
many hours. 

The reconnaissances were pushed with vigor from 2 o’clock until 
the opening of the fire at 11 p. m. Whenever the enemy’s pickets 
appeared they were driven in, cavalry or infantry, until it was mani¬ 
fest that they were determined not to venture out of the works to give 
or receive battle. 

In the early part of these movements Col. John S. Clark, of my stafl', 
who was near the enemy’s lines, was seriously wounded, his horse being 
killed, by the same shot, under him. A captain of cavalry was also 
wounded and captured. Several dead bodies were left upon the ground 
by the rebels and some of the wounded brought into our camp. . The 
entire command was underarms during the night, but no general action 
occurred. 

Information having been received from the signal corps that the 
Hartford and Albatross had safely passed at Springfield Landing, and 
the balance of the fleet, with exception of the Mississippi, was in safety 
on this side, the troops rested upon their arms until Sunday evening, 
when they fell back near Bayou Montesano, and encamped from 5 to 8 
miles from Baton Eouge. 

On Tuesday the troops again advanced upon the Clinton and Bayou 
Sara roads, the enemy’s pickets retiring before them, but offering no 
serious resistance, returning to camp during the night. 

It had been understood, in the event of the passage of any portion of 
the fleet, that communication with the river above Port Hudson should 
be made by the Army. Accordingly two regiments, with a section of 
artillery and a company of cavalry, under Colonel Parmele, of Kew 
York, were sent on Monday, the 16th instant, to force a passage from 
opx)osite Profit’s Island, under i^rotection of the fleet, to some point 
above Port Hudson. 

The rebels having cut the State levee opposite Port Hudson, with a 
view to prevent the passage of the troops by the flood, I sent forward 
on Wednesday a brigade, under command of Colonel Dudley, of the 
Thirtieth IVlassachusetts, with instructions to make a passage by the 
bed of False Eiver, if necessary, or to ascertain and report definitely 
the obsti'uctious which should make it imi)racticable. I accompanied 
this expedition with several of my stafl’ officers, moving up the river 
opposite the batteries within range of the enemy’s guns. A full view 
of the batteries was obtained, of which complete sketches were made 
by the topographical and engineer officers, who advanced to the cut. 
The crevasse, occasioned by the cutting of the State levee, is about < 0 
yards wide and had obtained a depth of feet. This was easily forded 
by tbe eavaby and infantry, but the rise of water having swei)t awa.y 
the bridges, it was impossible to^distinguish the course of the bayous, 
making the passage im])racticable, except for horsemen. Subsequently 
'Colonel Inline, of the Second Louisiana Infantry, with a detachment of 
his conunaud, crossed to the river, about 3 miles above Port Hudson, 
commanding a view of the river, but failed to obtain any information of 
the tleet above. Colonel Dudley to-day makes an effort to reach Water¬ 
loo, 0 miles above the forts, after which he will return with his command 
to Baton lioiige. 

Thur^iiay evening three small river steamers came down the river 
and rt‘sr(Hl under the batteries. They appeared to me to have come 
from Tboinpjsou's Creek, 2 miles above Port Hudson, and to be intended 
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for the transport of troops across the i-iver to meet oar troops. No re¬ 
sistance has been otfered to them, however, except from the batteries 
at the lort. To-day I exi)cct a report of the final rejsnlt of this recon¬ 
naissance. 

The force of the enemy on .the river front is not less than thirty or 
forty guns, in strong works and position. Tholaml fortifications extend 
from near Koss Landing to the creek, ul>ove the river Iwttteries, encom¬ 
passed l)y strong field works and defended at interv^als with field artil¬ 
lery and a garrison of not less than 20,000 men. Its strength is, how¬ 
ever, in the power of coneentniting troops at this point. The utmost 
force I can bring to its assault oc investment will not exceed 17,000 men, 
without abandoning to the enemy vital joints on the Lower Mississippi. 
My conviction is now more firm than before this reconnaissance, that it 
is not in the jower of the troops under my command to carry this posi¬ 
tion by assault or siege without re-enforcements. It is universally 
represented by the enemy to be stronger than Vicksburg. I cannot 
doubt that, in itself, it is so. My command is ready to make the assault, 
but my conviction is strong that it would end in the useless sacrifice of 
my men. Ve are now in the best possible jx>sition to make a successful 
attack, if in sullicient force. The Hartford and Albatross can enfilade 
the works from above; the balance of the fleet from below. A heavy 
battery could now be easily planted on the opposite side in front of the^ 
works. The river batteries could not resist the concentrated fire. A 
land force moving at the same time upon the rear equal to the garrison, 
and capable of meeting promptly any re-enforcements, would complete 
the certain reductiou or evacuation "of the post. This requires re-en¬ 
forcements here and the co-operation of the forces near Vicksburg, which 
I hope may be secured. This is worth an earnest eftbrt. 

I can but repeat the opinion exinvssed in previous dispatches, that 
the freedom of the Mississippi is the siippres.siou of this rebellion. The 
objects expected to be obtained by runuing the batteries were: First, 
communication with the laud and naval forces at Vicksburg; second, 
defeating the construction of new batteries between Port Hudson and 
Vicksburg; third, cutting off supplies by the Ked Fiver; tbiirtli. ob¬ 
taining an op])ortiiuity to enfilade the Fed Fiver batteries from above; 
and, fifth, the destruction of the rebel steamers in the river. 

All these objects have been successfully accomph>hed except the last, 
aud, with exception ot the loss of the Mississippi, none of the anticipated 
injuries have been sustained. 'The complete success <»f the ex[)edition 
may be thus justly assumed. 

General Weirzel informs me that the Queen ot' the We.st and the Webb 
are at I>utte-a-la-Fose, on the Atchafahiya, threareiiing an attack \\\)on 
his position (the iin-losed dis})atches show the jjo'-itiou he oceupie.s’. 

It is impossible to send tlic gunboats lie desires imnie(liat(*ly, but in 
all other ies])ects he will he strengthened at once, it is my puipose to 
eonuiKUK'e without delay military movements upon th-^ Atehatala\a or 
the Teclns \vhi(‘h were niterriipted by the naval and land expeditious 
to Port Hudson. 1 beg leaver to assure >oii that no imit* will be lo'^t 
hereatter iu action, ^ly troo]>s ai<* in good h(-alth and in the best spirits 
and condition. Insufficient land and water transiiortation and the weak¬ 
ness of tlu‘ cavalry are the only obstacles ihat we sli.all now laieoiiiiter, 
and those are being strengthened e\ery day. 

In our movemeuts beyond the lines ot tla* army I have aiijiropriated 
all the iirodiiets of the eouiitry to tlie use of the Government, not allow¬ 
ing speculators to follow us and buy and sell under cover of our forces. 
In the recent expedition to Port Iludson not less than $300,000 worth 
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of cotton and sugar, seized by the officers of the Government, have 
been turned over to the chief quartermaster of the department. Ee- 
ceipts have been given therefor to the parties from which the property 
has been taken, slating fully the circumstances under which the seizure 
is made. I shall pursue this course hereafter unless otherwise directed 
by the Government, and entertain no doubt the Department expenses 
can in a great degree be defrayed. 

I returned to New Orleans from Port Hudson last evening, and shall 
to-day go to the headquarters of General Weitzel. I have ordered Gen¬ 
eral Gix)ver’s division to move from Baton Eouge to his support imme¬ 
diately. 

I cannot close this dispatch without again refeiring to the total in¬ 
sufficiency of the forces and material within my reach for the work that 
is expected of me in this department. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding* 

Major-General Halleok, 

General-in-Chief U* S. Army, Washington, Z>. 0. 

P. S.—During the operations on the 14th the following detachments 
were thrown out from Grover’s division : The One hundred and fifty- 
ninth New York, Col. E. L. Molineuxj a section of artillery, and Com¬ 
pany E, First Louisiana Cavalry, moving on the Clinton plank road 
parallel to the march of the main body of the division, and taking post 

- . ^.,4.-fUo+i.Qad and the cross-road leading from Spring- 

road, like most of the others, differed es?en- 
o represented on the map, being for a considerable 
lie distance a mere by-path. 

;m Emory’s division the One hundred and sixty-second New York, 
enant-Colonel Blanchard, a section of artillery, and a squad of 
cavalry moving on the same road up to the point held by the above- 
named (leta(*huient. Three companies of the One hundred and sixt;s’- 
se<*on<l New York, under Major Bogart, with a few mounted men, were 
detached to destroy by fire the Strickland Bridge over tlie Comite, 
which the expedition iireviously sent out under Colonel (’bickering, 
Forty-first .Massaeliiisetts, could not reach. Captain Dunham, assistant 
inijiuant-general, who was ordered to superintend the execution of tliis 
duty, rejoinetl hecuhiiiarters during the afternoon, reporting the work 
ef/eelrially done, hut that there was a ford just above passable for cav¬ 
alry and infantry. These three couijiaiiies remained at the junction of 
the (Tiutoii road and the cross-road to watch the latter. 

Tlie Forty-eighth Massachusetts, Col. E. E. Stone; a section of Ar¬ 
nold’s battery (G), Fifth Artillery, and Company A, Second Ithode 
Island Cavalry, formed a guard to the train. 

The troops left in Baton Eouge consisted of the Forty-first Massa¬ 
chusetts. Col. Thomas E. Chickeriug; One hundred and seventy-third 
New Y^ork, Col. C. B. Morton ; One liiiiidred and seventy-fifth New York, 
Col. ]\r. K. Bryan; Third Louisiana Native Guards (colored), Col. John 
A. Nelson; Eighteenth New Y"ork Battery, Captain Mack, and com¬ 
pany F, of the Second Eliode Island Cavalry. The post was placed 
under the command of Colonel Chickeriug. 

Besides tliis fon-e the siege guns, nianned by the Twenty-first ludi- 
diana Artillery, Col. fJ. W. McMillan, were placed in position oti the 
river front to guard against, any contingeney which might arise in the 
event of disaster to the fieet. 
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One company of the One hnndxed and thirty-third New York was afc 
Plaquemine, and one company of the One hundred and eeirenty-third 
New York was near Lobdell’s Store, on the right bank, to break np the 
enemy’s signal communication. 

N. P, BANKS, 
Mafor-Generalj Commandirng. 


Hdqes. Dept, op the Gulp, Nineteenth A rmy Ooeps, 

New Orleans^ March 27, 1863. 

Sir: Since my dispatch of the 21st instant (which should have been 
No. 7) the force consisting of Dudley’s brigade and the One hundred 
and seventy-fourth New York, of Chapin’s brigade, of Augur^s division; 
two sections of Arnold’s battery (G), Fifth Artillery; two companies 
(D and E) of the Second Ehode Island Cavalry, and Magee’s company 
i^) of Massachusetts unattached cavalry, all under the command of 
Col. N. A. M. Dudley, Thirtieth Massachusetts, has succeeded in open- 
iug communication with a point of the rivet* near the mouth of False 
Eiver, above Port Hudson. A party of cavalry sent forward from a 
detachment, consisting of the One hundred and seventy-fourth New 
York and Second Louisiana, under Col. Charles J. Paine, of the latter 
regiment, reached that point on the 19th. 

Colonel Paine, who led this party in person, reports that he could 
discover no signs of the Hartford or Albatross, and could hear nothing 
of them. Contrabands and deserters reported that the admiral had 
passed up the liver. 

On the 20th four steamers were seen to arrive at Port Hudson, said 
to be from Eed Eiver. Five quite intelligent negiues, who came down 
from Natchez in skiffs, reported that two of our big ships had passed 
that; point on their way up, said to be part of the fleet engaged at Port 
Hudson. It seemed almost certain therefore that the admiral had 
passed the mouth of Eed Eiver and gone to Ticksburg. 

My object in sending this force across the river was therefore at¬ 
tained ; but, upon the earnest solicitation of Commander Alden, Colonel 
Dudley was i)ermitted to remain at Winter s })lantation for several days 
longer, in hopes that the Hartford might return in the early part of this 
w’eek, and with the ])urpose of affording to Admiral Farragiit an oppor¬ 
tunity of lejoiniug in person the main portion of his fleet, still below 
Port Hudson, and of transferring his flag to another vessel, as he would 
probably desire to do. 

On the 23tb, however, still hearing nothing of the admiral, and having 
put the divisions of Grover and Emory under marching orders. I ordered 
Colonel Dudley to rejoin bis division at Baton Eouge. It is rexmrted to 
mo to-day that these orders have been executed. 

Should the admiral return to the vicinity of Port Hudson he will 
undoubtedly be seen or heard of by the fleet lying just iielow that ]>lace. 
1 think we can easily establish and maintain coiHiiuiuication with him. 

Incidentally to the main object of his expediiion. Colonel Dudley suc¬ 
ceeded in securing considerable sup])lies of fresh beef, sugar, molasses, 
and cotton, and a number of horses and mules. The fresh beet especially 
was a welcome addition to the supplies of both the Army and Navy. 

Copies of the reports of Colonels Dudley and Parmele, dated, re- 
siJectively, 19th aud 17th instant, are inclosed. 

I take leave to bring to your si)ecial notice the energy, professional 
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skill, and correct judgment displayed in the management of this expe¬ 
dition, aftef he assumed command of it, hy that excellent and zealous 
officer Ool. N. A. M. Dudley, Thirtieth Massachusetts, commanding the 
Third Brigade of Augur^s division. 

I inclose a copy of Bjig. Gen. William Dwight^s official report of an 
expedition, consisting of his own brigade, of Grover^s division, and 
Ingraham’s brigade, of Emory’s division, with detachments of cavalry 
and artillery, sent out under his command on the 17th instant to occupy 
our positions of the 14th and 15th, on the Bayou Sara and Clinton roads. 
The object of this expedition, to cover the seizure and transportation to 
Baton Eouge of large quantities of cotton, which we had discovered 
between that point and Port Hudson, having been fully accomplished, 
General Dwight returned the same night. 

Small forces of cavalry were sent out to the Oomite and Amite Eivers, 
on the Greensburg and^Clay Cut roads, to bring in beef-cattle, horses, 
and mules. They obtained some quantities of beef and a few animals, 
but the haiter are very scarce in this country. 

I transferred my headquarters to JSTew Orleans on the 24th. 

On the 25th orders were issued to General Grover, already prepared 
for the movement, to proceed by water to Donaldsonville and thence 
march to Thibodeaux. The road across the country is not in very good 
condition, and may be rendered difficult by rains; but, in consequence 
of the lack of transportation by water and rail, it would require too much 
time to make the movement over the Opelousas Eailway. Eorty-eight 
hours are required to move a single brigade over that road under ordi¬ 
nary circumstances. 

Dwight’s brigade, of Grover’s division, arrived at Donaldsonville 
to-day. The steamboats were immediately sent back to Baton Eouge 
for another brigade. Emory, notified to be in readiness, will follow 
Grover, and will probably have to move over the railway, as we have 
not enough land transportation to move two divisions at the same time 
over a road of any length. 

Brigadier-General Weitzel telegraphed me on the 18th that he had 
reliable information of the arrival of the Queen of the West and Webb 
at Butte-^-la-Eose, and requested that all the light-draught gunboats 
drawing less than 7 feet should be sent to Berwick Bay at once. Com¬ 
modore Morris and Commander Alden both informed me that there 
were no gunboats of that class which could be sent. Without a supe¬ 
rior force of gunboats in Berwick Bay Weitzel could not hold his 
position on those waters. The presence of the two new gunboats at 
Butfce-4-la-Eose seemed to indicate an attack, having for its evident 
result, if successful, the cutting olf of his force. In falling back with 
his command to Bayou Boeufi* Bridge, which movement was carried out 
on the 21st instant, 1 am satisfied that General Weitzel acted correctly. 
I went to Bayou Boeufi* in persou on the 22d for the purpose of examin¬ 
ing the situation of afi'airs there and conferring with General Weitzel 
in regard to our future operatious. I have ordered the siege train, 
manned by the Twenty-first Indiana Artillery, Colonel McMillan, and 
two sections of 20-pounder Parrotts, manned by the Eighteenth New 
Tork Battery, to re-enforce General AVeitzel. ‘When they arrive we 
shall have a commanding force of artillery on that line, and Weitzel will 
then resume his position at Biashear City. I do not now anticipate an 
attack or that anything of moment wih occur in that quarter until we 
are ready to strike. 

1 have also the honor to inclose a partial report from Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral Sherman of a reconnaissance, which, in piu'suauce of instructions 1 
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had previously given him, he sent out to Ponchatoula on the 2/ki in¬ 
stant, under the command of Ool. Thomas 8. Clark, Sixth Michigan.* 
The forces engaged were the Sixth Michigan and five coinpanit s of the 
One hundred and sixty-fifth New York, Lieut, OoL Abel Smith. Colonel 
Clark’s orders were to ascertain the force of the enemy on the lower 
end of Jackson Eailroad, drive them out of Ponchatoula, and break up* 
the railroad bridges across the Ponchatoula River, f have not as yet 
received the official reports of this reconnaissance, but I am able to 
state that these orders have been successfully carried out, and that we 
now hold securely Mancbac Pass and the defile leading ft-om the Pass 
to Ponchatoula. I propose to have the bridges over the Pass reluiilt 
as soon as practicable, with a view to futni'e oi>eratiaus on the Jackson 
Railway. 

Simultaneoas with this reconnaissance a demonstration was made on 
the lower Amite by three companies of cavalry and one regiment of 
infantry, under Col. Frank S. Nickerson, Fourteenth Maine, to threaten 
the road leading from the Mississippi to Springfield and PoiK^batoula. 
This demonstration was skillfully execute<l and materially aided the 
main enteri)rise under Colonel Clark. 

The want of cavalry, which I have so frequently and so stn>ngl> 
represented, is felt almost hourly in every movement. Largo detach¬ 
ments of infantry are required to do slowly and uncertainly what a 
small party of cavalry would accomplish speedily and accurately. We 
must use a brigade to hold a road which a squadron could patrol. 1 
cannot but regret that any consideration of economy should have pn*- 
vented the Government from sending to this department all the cavaliy 
which it could control. I feel especially the loss of the Second Massa¬ 
chusetts Cavalry, raised expressly for my ex]>edition, foi% besides 
strength, I relied upon Colonel Lowell to 
into the whole cavalry service, and particu.. 
have recently come to us from Rhode Island tlUKL XUllV. 

I have the honor to be, gener<il, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

X. P. BAXKiS, 

Major-GentrifIi Commandhitj, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in-Chiefs Wa^Mngton^ D, G. 


Xo. 2. 

Report of Capt. William W. Roicley. U- iS. signal Corp;^. Chuf sigivtl 
Officer, of operaiioits March 7- 22. 

Office Chief of Sio^al Coups, Djt.pi. <d iiu. Ori li . 

JJaton La.. Mane _ \ Iso.!. 

jMajou: 1 have the honor to lepoit that on tlie Tih iii^tanr I icecned 
orders from lleadquartci^ Depaitmeiit of th(‘ Giilt to i>ioct ed \s irh it t<> 
this place. 

I was accompanied b^\ Lieutenants Itusscll, Eaton, and Ablmtt, acting; 
signal otficers. 

We arrived at this point the evening of the bth iubtant. My party 
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and myself immediately joined Captain Roe^s party, which had been 
here for some time. 

I found the whole party, upon inspection, very well equipped and 
ready for the field. I established constant daily practice during the 
few days we were here. 

On the 13th instant I received orders to furnish the flag-ship Hart¬ 
ford with two signal officers and the iron-clad Essex with one. I ac- 
co^rdingly sent Mrst Lieut. S. M. Eaton and Second Lieut. J. 0. Abbott, 
with two flagmen, for the Hartford, and First Lieutenant Jenks, with 
two flagmen, for the Essex. 

I also, under orders, detailed Lieutenants Hallett, Dane, and Rund- 
lett, with their flagmen, to accompany Brigadier-General Grover, com¬ 
manding division. Captain Roe and Lieutenant Russell were to accom¬ 
pany me with Headquarters Department of the Gulf. 

General Grover took the advance. 'Mo occasion was had for the use 
of signals until we arrived at a point called Barnes’ Cross-Roads, 14 
miles from this place and 6 from Port Hudson. 

Thefleet had in the mean time sailed up the river to the head of Profit’s 
Island, about 4 miles below Port Hudson. Reference to the map in¬ 
closed herewith will show the position.* Barnes’ Cross-Roads is about 
5 miles from the river. I was ordered to dispatch an officer to the river 
(Springfield Landing) to open communication with the fleet. Lieuten¬ 
ant Hallett, with two flagmen and an escort of cavalry, proceeded im¬ 
mediately to the point designated and opened communication with the 
H^tford. I inclose a copy herewith of his report to me, which con- 
+cn*n<a a oojyj of messages Sent and received. 

ntry between the Cross-Roads and the river is flat and heavily 
so that signaling could not be effected without much difficulty, 
and as we were to remain there but a few hours we did not attempt it. 
Messages were sent between us and Lieutenant Hallett by couriers. 

We remained at the Cross-Roads during the night of the 14th instant. 
About 11 o’clock p. m. our fleet attempted to pass the batteries at Port 
Hudson. The Hartford and Albatross got safely past. The others were 
disabled and were obliged to return. The war-steamer Mississippi got 
aground just under the batteries. The crew, after suffering heavy loss, 
set her on fixe and abandoned her. After' burning a while she floated 
off and down the river, and finally blew up with a tremendous explo¬ 
sion. The remaining vessels of the fleet were but temporarily damaged, 
with slight loss. 

On the morning of the 15th instant we took up line of march toward 
Baton Rouge (having accomplished our object), arriving here in the 
evening. 

No further use was made of the 8 ignal Corps. In fact the corps and 
cavalry were the only branches of the army that did anything, as not 
a gun was fired during the trip. 

Upon reaching here the general desired me to open communication 
across^ the iioinfc of land opposite Port Hudson, between our fleet at 
Piolits Island and the Hartford, above Port Hudson, A biigade was 
detailed as escort 5 Captain Roe, with three officers, accompanied the 
^pedition. Upon crossing the neck of land they ascertained that the 
Haitford had gone up the rivex*. The expedition returned without 
seeing the Hartford. Lieutenant Eaton is aboard the Hartford, if not 
killed. Lieutenant Abbott was transferred to the sloop-of-war Rich¬ 
mond betore her attempt to pass the batteries, where he still remains. 
Lieutenant Jenks sti ll remains on board the Essex. 

* Not found. 
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All my offices did their duty with alacrity and fidelity. First Lient. 
J. L. Hallett is deserving of partieiilar commendation for the manner 
in which he held commnnicarion with the fleet for more than eighteen 
liOTirs in a position very much exposed to an attack from the enemy, he 
having but a small squad of cavalry. 

Lieutenant Abbott, during the passing of the battericK by the Rich¬ 
mond, was in the maintop watching for signals from the Hartford. He 
was doubly exposed, for the Richmond had got abreast of the last 
battery, when a ball passed through her steam-chest, disabling her at 
once. She immediately slued around and driited i>ast all the batteries. 
When you consider that the batteries at Port Hudson extend for the 
distance of 3 miles yon will agree with me in saying that the position 
of Lieutenant Abbott was not so agreeable as could be wished for. 

The six officers with Brigadier-General Weitzel were not with us, as 
his command was and is still at Berwick Bay. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that Lieut. W. B. Roe has been 
promoted to a captaincy in his regiment, the Sixteenth Michigan Vol¬ 
unteers. His commission bears date November 3, 1802. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, vour olxKlieut sen'ant, 

‘W. \V. ROWLEY, 

Gapt and Chief Acting ISignal Officer^ Dept of the Gulf 

Maj. Albert J. Myeb, Signal Officer^ U. K Armg. 


No. 3. 

Report of Lieut Joseph L, Hallett^ Acting Signal Officer^ of 

March 10-lC. 

Headquarters Signal Corps, 

Baton Rouge, La,,, March IG. 18G3. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to Sx)ceial Orders, 
No. 1, received from Headqiiartei-s of the Signal Corp*^, under date of 
the 10th instant, I reported to Eriga<]ier-General Grover, accomjmiiied 
by First Lieut. Henry C. Dane and Second Lient. Isaac H. Ruiidlett, 
with their flagmen, for duty at 2 p. in. on the same day. 

At 4.30 p. m. on the 13th day of March, 1M»3, we Took up our line of 
march on the Bayou Sara road with Briga(her-Geiieral GroverV divi>ion, 
and at 7 o’clock halted for the night at Green's plantation, 8 miles 
from Baton Rouge. 

At G.20 on the following morning-the march \^a'^ continued for G 
miles, when we again halted at Barnes' Cn>^s iJoad^, 14 miles tiom 
Baton Rouge, wliere we encamped. 

At 12 m., in obedience to verbal ouler^ from Lliiea<lier-( ieiierai (iio- 
ver, I proceeded, with my flagmen and a ea\ali\ scout, to Springtield 
Lauding, 6 miles from Barnes' Cross-Roads, wlieie 1 found the steam- 
transport Saint Mauiiee, and, embarking, }»roeeeded at once to open 
communication with the fleet, t^liich hi\ 3 miles belo\^ Port nudsoii. 

The following is a correct transcript of mess.iiies ^ent and received 
by me fi’om Saturday, the 14tli, to Suiuhn, Mau-li lo. isi;3, inclusive: 

SMiiiDvY, Maj\h 14. 

[Sent off 1 jO p ni I 

Admiral FarraGUT, Ship Earifurd: 

My command is at Bames’ Cross-Road'*, uiid ucLiipiea tbe road to RobS Landing, on 
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the flank and rear of the rebel batteries. When will yon open fire t We shall be 
ready this evening. N. P. BAllKS, 

M. a. c. 

[Sent off 7 p. m. J 

Lieutenant Eaton, SMp Sartford: 

I shall he on board the Saint Maurice until morning at the Springfield Landing. 
If you have any message for General Banks send a boat to the landing and it will be 
forwarded. „ * ^ ^ 

HALLETT, 33, 

Sunday, March 16—3 a. m, 

[Beoeived.! 

General Banks wants to know what that firing is. 

[Sent off 8.15 a. m.] 

Ship Landing, March 15. 

Major-General Banks : 

I cannot saVe but think it is a fire raft. Will send word as soon as I find out. • 

^ J. L. HALLETT, 

Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer. 


[Sent off 6 a. m.] 

Spkingttbij> Landing, March 15,1863. 

Major-General Banks : 

Sir : The Hartford and Albatross passed the rebel batteries last night, and are 
now anchored above Port Hudson. The Richmond received a shot through steam¬ 
drum, and was obliged to turn down when abreast the town. 

The Mississippi ran ashore under the batteries; was set fire to and blown up to 
lirevent her falling into the hands of the enemy. 

The Monongahwa returned on account of some accident to her machinery, which 
jirevented her from stemming the current. 

The Richmond, Monongahela, Genesee, andKineo are anchored 5 miles below Port 
Hudson. 

Richmond, loss, Skilled, 15 wounded: Monongahela, 10 killed, wounded unknown j 
Mississippi, loss large, but not exactly known. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. HALLETT, 
Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer, 

[Sent.] 


Lieutenant Abbott, hoard the Richmond: 
Is the Richmond going to New Orleans ? 


I believe not. 


[ReceiTed.] 
^ [Sent.] 


Are the boats going to open fire to-day T 


No. 

Cease signaling. 
Cease signaling. 


[Received.] 

[Sent.] 

[Received.] 

[Received.] 


Headquarters Nineteenth Army Corps, 

March 15, 1863. 

Lieut. J. L. Hallett, Acting Signal Officer: 

Return here u ith your party at once. The Saint Maurice will proceed to Baton 
Rouge at once. 


W. W. ROWLEY. 
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In obedience to the above order I left my station at Springfield 
Landing at 10.30 a. m., and reported to you at General Banks’ bead- 
quarters at 4 p. m., March 15,1863. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. HALLETT, 
Acting Bignal Officer, 

Capt W. W. Eowley, 

Chief Bignal Officer^ Detriment of the Qidf 


Ko. 4. 

Reports of Col. Thomas B. ChieJcering^ Forty-first MassaAkusetU Infantry^ 
of sJcirmishes on the Gomite Eicer^at Montesano Bridge^ dec. 

Headquaeters Poety-first Regiment, 
Fiereds Cross-Eoads^ JHarch 10, 1863—6 a. m. 

(JoLONEL : Your dispatch of last evening has just been banded me. 
In reply 1 have the honor to report that 1 reached this place {Pierce'’s 
Cross-Roads) at 6 o’clock last evening, and immediately detached the 
company of cavalry and four companies of infantry to Strickland and 
Bogler’s Bridges. They returned about 10 o’clock p. m., Having com¬ 
pletely destroyed by fire Bogler’s Bridge. They attempted to destroy 
the Strickland Bridge, but met with such opposition from Confederate 
pickets, and it being very dark and rainy, returned to the main re¬ 
serve. 

At 3 o’clock this morning I again dispatched 
companies of the Forty-first Infantry, with orde 
land Bridge. The detachment is now absent, LJUl JJUV/LUV JLl LU.X 
pected to return, when I shall resume the march to Roberts or Comite 
Bridge and fulfill my orders at all hazards. I have been compelled in 
person to remain with the main body, fearing, from reports of prisoners 
and contrabands, an attack. To the best of my information the enemy 
are 9,000 infantry, encamped at Roberts Bridge, about double my own 
force, yet I am confident, with my two pieces of artiller;^, of success. 
These reports are derived from contrabands and planters traveling over 
this road last night, whom I hold as prisoners, to prevent their giving 
notice to the enemy of our approach. 

I left Baton Rouge at 2 o’clock p. m. yesterday. I applied without 
success for one ambulance to accompany the expedition. Three men 
fell from sickness and exhaustion on the march to this place, whom I 
was obliged to leave by the road-side. About twenty shots on each 
side last night without loss; was too dark to know' ii they took efiect 
upon the enemy. 

I take up the line of march for Roberts Bridge immediately after 
having destroyed the Strickland Bridge, to ]n'event the enemy cutting 
ofi* our return. I shall hold the post till further ordeis. 

I would respectfully suggest that at least one ambulance be sent to 
me. Xo conveniences for writing on the field. 

Terv truly, your obedient servant, 

T. E. CHICKERIXG, 

Colonel Forty-firstj Commanding Reconnaissance. 

Lieut. Gol. Richard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjiitan t- General. 
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OoMiTE Bridge, 

March 10,1863—^11.30 a. m. 

SiE: The detachment sent to destroy the Strickland Bridge returned 
at 8.30 this a, m., having failed after five hours’ trial to reach the said 
bridge. All the roads to the bridge from this direction are impassable 
for cavalry or infantry, on account of the deep mire above the men’s 
knees. The troops returned very much exhausted, both men and 
hopscs 

At 9 o’clock I started for tliis place. Arrived near the bridge, I de¬ 
ployed one company as skirmishers to reconnoiter. They were fired at 
by the Confederate pickets, some twelve shots, without injury that I 
have yet learned. Upon hearing the firing returned by our skirmish¬ 
ers I brought up the whole force to the bridge, planted my artillery to 
rake the bridge, and one gun up the river. The Confederates contested 
the bridge, but after firing thirteen shells skedaddled. My skirmishers 
pursued them across the bridge and drove them off. My forces are now 
in the road, with a thick wood on either side. I have just given orders 
to burn and destroy the bridge as per your order, and shall then take 
up the march for the city, when, if you still desire to have the Strick¬ 
land Bridge destroyed, we must approach it from the plank road via 
Dougherty’s plantation. From the best information I can obtain the 
point is useless to us, as no body of troops could possibly cross the 
bridge or gain admittance to any of our roads, now that we have de¬ 
stroyed the Bogler Bridge. 

After seeing the Oomite Bridge destroyed I shall march to the city, 
unless otherwise ordered. Orders will reach me on the road to the city, 
which will be faithfully fulfilled. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

T. E. CHIOKEEmO, 
Colonel Forty-Jirst^ Commanding Detachment 

Brigadier*General Andrews. 


No. 5. 

Eeport of Brig. Gen. William Dwight, jr.^ JJ. 8. Army, of expedition from 
Montesano Bayou toward Port Hudson. 

Hdqrs. First Brigade, Grover’s Division, 

Gamp near Montesano JBayott, La.^ March 18, 1863. 

Sir : In compliance with instiiictioiis from the headquarters of the 
Nineteenth Army Corps I moved fiom this camp, with the force placed 
at my disposal, at about 1 p. m. yesterday, March 17. This delay iii 
moving was due to the fact that the command was out of rations and 
it required this time to supply it. 

Just before moving I instructed Colonel Ingraham, commanding the 
advanced brigade on the Clinton plank road, to move according to your 
instructions, and that he should, on arriving at the intersection of the 
Clinton road with the cross-road from the Bayou Sara road, at which 
he was directed to halt, send a regiment along that road to communi- 
(iate with me. I heard of the enemy’s cavalry pickets after marching 
about 2 miles. They had been to that point the day before to get in¬ 
formation. At Alexander’s house, at the main cross-road leading from 
the Bayou Sara road to the Clinton road, my advance came upon some 
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of the enemy’s cavalry, who retreated on the cross-road, I sent some 
cavalry in pursuit, hoping to drive them into Colonel Ingraham’s hands, 
but, after losing 1 prisoner to us, the enemy dispersed through the by¬ 
paths in the woods. I also sent some cavalry and infantry on a road 
from this point to the left to destroy a bridge over the same bayou, 
which is crossed by the bridge which General Grover destroyed when 
the whole command retired on Sunday, March 15. At this jmint I 
learned that the rebel General Rust, with two of his stafl', had been 
there during the day to order all cotton sent to Port Hudson; that he 
had about 400 cavalry and some infantry at the Springfield Landing 
cross road, near the church. This was corroborated at Mr. Merritt’s 
house, near by. The cavalry of my advance at this moment retreated. 
They had made a dash at the church, wounded and captured one of 
the enemy, and been followed, as the enemy, recovering from his sur¬ 
prise, dashed at them in suj^rior force. I immediately sent to Colonel 
V an Zandt to move his brigade np to the field on the other side of 
Barnes’ house, moving forward myself to the position indicated in your 
orders. 

Here I remained undisturbed, except by a few shots from the enemy’s 
pickets, which extended from left to right around the whole skirt of 
wood in front of my position, t. e., from the burnt bridge, on the road 
to Springfield Landing, to beyond the church. I soon received informa¬ 
tion from Captain Hodge, commanding tlie train, that his wagons were 
loaded, and that he was moving to the rear. I was also informed by 
Captain Godfrey, of the cavalry, that he could not establish his pickets 
in the wood, and that the enemy was in strong force in the plains 
beyond. 

At 8.15 p. m. I sent written instructions to Colonel Ingraham to 
retreat, and immediately began to dispose of my command in the road. 
The silent withdx'awal of my pickets from the immediate presence of 
the enemy took some time, and it was 10 p. in. before I took up my 
march for this camp, which I reached at 1 this a. m. with my whole 
command without any loss whatever. 

From the prisoners taken and from a country woman who traveled 
from the neighborhood of Jackson, Miss., during the late advance of 
the whole command I learn that the retreat of all the enemy’s force 
which was outside of the works at Port Hudson was most precipitate, 
and a considerable portion of that force then dispersed, and is now 
being collected together again from distances varying from 20 to 40 
miles. The same sources of information indicate that the soldiers of 
the enemy have a great respect for the strength of the fiulificatiouN 
at Port Hudson and will only fight there: that the rebels have not 
heretofore put any of their conscripts on picket outside the but 

that since this whole command moved back to this po.sitiou the\ ha\e 
done so. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT. Jr., 
Brigadier-General, Commatiding Detachment. 

Lieut. Col. Richard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Ko. 6. 


Report of Gol, Theodore W. ParmelOj One hundred and seventy-fourth New 
YorJc Infantry^ of operations en west hank of the Mississippi. 


On Boabd Steamer Empire Parish, 

Off ProfWs Island^ Mississippi River^ March 17, 1863—8 p. m. 


Colonel: I send an oflBLcer with this on steamer Morning Light, 
which leaTea for rations and coal. I regret that after the severe trials 
of this day^s march I cannot yet report the attainment of its object. 

I left with the troops assigned me by the steamers in waiting at 1 
o’clock this morning. ISTot finding the Eeliance or any gunboats at 
Eaton Eonge I came without delay, after telegraphing to headquarters. 
On account of fog we reached here only in time to march at 9 a. m. 
The disposition of forces was made according to instructions, and but 
for the long delay in travel more might be reported of importance. 

After ten hours of severe marching I returned with my men much 
worn with their tramp through mud and water. The roads are flooded 
by recent rain or reported cut in levee below the Point. The latter 
may be true. I have sent some cavalry to examine as far as prudent, 
and will report by next conveyance. Contrabands report the admiral 
at Waterloo, with the Hartford and Albatross. I took one to Captaiu 
Alden, of the Eichmond, who dispatched him with some communica¬ 
tions to the admiral. 

The cause of my return without getting my cavalry to the river was 
the prolonged march and possible failure by extending my intervals 

.. sustaining them over such roads. I have 

XX* XV* or detachments, except skulking guerrillas. 

, signals, after long exchanges, reported the enemy in 
f ns, and the skirmishers and cavalry thought them in oiir 
[0 not credit the reports, but withdrew my cavalry slowly, after 
standing my regiments several hours. After making satisfactory ob¬ 
servations, it bemg late, and my men from recent exposure being unfit, 
I returned. I was well supported to-day by ojBficers and men. 

KespectfuUy, 


T. W. PAEMELE, 

Colonel, 


Lieut. Col. Eichard B. Irwtn, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Ko. 7. 

R^ort of CoL N. A. M. Dudley .Thirtieth Massachusetts Infantry^ of re¬ 
connaissance to the mouth of False River. 

Headquarters Third Brigade, First Division, 

March 19,1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-gen¬ 
eral commanding, the result of the reconnaissance made by the troops 
under my command to-day, 

I sent, under the command of Col. C. J. Paine, of the Second Louisi¬ 
ana Yolunteers, the One hundred and seventy-fourth New York Volun¬ 
teers, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gott; the Second Lou- 
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isiana Yolnnteers, Lieutenant-Oolouel Everett, and a detachment of the 
Second Eliode Island Cavalry in a direction directly opi>osite Port 
Hudson. Colonel Paine succeeded in reachinfr the crevasse with his 
whole force. Mndin^t the water too deep for his infantry, he took his 
cavalry, and after a march of 4 miles reached the Mississippi River above 
Port Hudson. I respectfully i*efer the comniandinjj officer to bis reiKirl 
of the discharge of the duty assigned him. 

Colonel Paine, by his personal courage, military skill, and indomitable 
perseverance, has almost individually accomplished the object for which 
hundreds of troops were deemed necessary. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

N. A. M. DUDLEY, 

Colonel and Atting Brigadier General^ Commanding, 
Col. Riohaed B. Iewin, 

Assistant AdjutantGeneraL 


-So. 8, 

Report of CoL Charles J. FaitiSj Second Louisiana Infantry (Z7«/a«), of re¬ 
connaissance to the mouth of False River, 

Ca:mt ^’EAR Poet Hudson, La., 

March 19, 1S63. 

Captain : 1 have to report, for the information of the commanding 
officer, that in obedience to verbal instructions I proceeded with two 
regiments of infantry, the Second Louisiana and One hundred and 
seveuty-fourtli Now York, and about 20 cavalry, at 2 p. m., directly in¬ 
land from the Point. Alter marching about a mile the country ^\as so 
flooded with water that I left the infantry and went on with the cavalry, 
leaving squads of them behind to w*atch the bridge and two cross-roads. 
Reaching a bay (marked on the map False River) I turned to the right 
and galloped to the Mississippi, striking it about 2 miles from aial al) 0 \ e 
Port Hudson, and at the mouth of False River. I examined the liver 
for ships of war, but could see none. I examined the banks of Port 
Hudson and could see no vessels, except one small river steamboat 
painted white. Part of the shore on the west side of the Mississippi 
River and above False River was not in ^sight and could not be seen by 
any one on the south side of False River, which cannot be forded. A 
good road crosses False River at a dike about a mile from its mouth. 

I am, captain, respectful!v, vour obedient servant, 

CHARLES J. PA1^^E, 

Colonel Second Louisiana Tvlunfeers, Commanding Fdptdition. 

Captain Speed, Assistant Adjutant-General 


Xo. 9. 

Report of Col N, A, jM, Dudley, Thirtieth Massachuseffs Infantry, of ex¬ 
pedition to Hermitage Landing, 

Headquaetees TniED Brigade, First Division, ^ 

Bivouac opposite Port Hudson, La., March 2o, 1803. 

Inclosed I have the honor to send an official copy of the report of a 
very successful expedition which I sent out yesterday morning under 
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the command of Captain Magee, supported by two others sent on his 
flanks, accompanied by Lieutenant Dean, of my staff. His detailed re¬ 
port will give the general commanding full particulars of all the facts. 

Captain Magee is entitled to the highest commendation for the prompt 
and perfect execution of the orders given him. He, with his whole com¬ 
mand, was over five hours in the water. The perseverance of his men- 
and officers is only surpassed by their perfect success. 

Lieutenant Dean volunteered to accompany the. expedition. Captain 
Magee speaks in the warmest terms of his gallantry and zeal. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

K A. M. DUDLEY, 

Colonel <md Acting Brigadier-General. 

Capt. &EOBGE B. Halsted, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


'No. 10 . 

Beport of Capt. James M. Magee^ Second Oompawy Massachusetts Unat¬ 
tached Cavalry^ of eapedition to Hermitage Landing. 

BrvoTJAC, OPPOSITE Port Hudson, 

March 24, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit, for the information of the command¬ 
ing officer, the following report of an expedition made to-day by my 
company, in accordance with the orders received this morning: 

1 left the bivouac of the command at 10 a. m., and under the guid¬ 
ance of a creole, a prisoner in our hands, formerly a resident of this 
region, proceeded to the Hermitage Landing, a point at the head of the 
lower mouth of the Palse Eiver, and nearly opposite Port Hudson. 
The route for about 3 miles was through a dense forest, overflowed with 
water belly-deep for horses, intersected at many points by bayous 
from 10 to 20 feet deep and distance across from 30 to 50 yards, which 
our horses had to swim. On arriving at the main road", which runs 
parallel with the south levee of the False Kiver, myself and Lieutenant 
Dean, who accompanied me on the expedition and rendered me most' 
valuable aid and who contributed much toward our success, rode to 
the Point to reconnoiter. On discovering no enemy at tlie Point, where 
a considerable force was found two days before, I moved my command 
forward to the dike where the rebel steamer Hope, loaded with 600 
barrels of molasses, lay, which, on the exeent ion of your <n'der, i burned 
with its freight. I then left a portion of my men in tJie rear and pro¬ 
ceeded with the balance to the junction ol the False and Mississippi 
Rivers (Hermitage Landing), where 1 found over 1,000 barrels of mo¬ 
lasses, all of which I destroyed or rolled into the river. 

At this point I found a rebel inaehiue-sho]), at present used as a 
repair-shop for guns. This was burned, with its contents, together with 
Government gxanary, containing 15,000 bushels of corn, intended for 
Port Hudson. After destroying all the property, including a drug¬ 
store, having a large assortment of valuable mediciues, and some out¬ 
buildings, one the post-office, I then proceeded to two or three different 
poihts on the Mississippi, where I had a full view of the river 4 or 5 
miles above W aterloo. Neither the Hartford nor Albatross were in 
sight, and no accurate information could be obtained from either whites 
or contrabands of their whereabouts. 



Chap. XXVII.] 


PORT HUDSON, LA. 


269 


Believiug* I had fully carried out Acting Brigadier-Gener^ Dndley^s 
instructions I started on my return, wheu I discovered three of the 
enemy at a short distance in the wood, pursued them, caught them, 
and turned them over to the guard. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. MAGBB, 

Capt. 2d Unattached Mass. Car., Comdg, Detached EaB^pedAUot^ 
Captain (Speed, 

AHHintant Adjutant-General* 


Nfo. 11. 

Ewarts of Maj. Oen, Franklin Gardner^ C. S. Artny^ eommanding 
Fort Hudson^ of operafiona March 7-26, ucith correspondence and 
orderH, 


Port Hudson, March 0,1863. 

(Beceived March 9,1863.) 

Large re-enforcements arrived at Baton Eouge yesterday and day 
before. Force cannot be less than 30,000. 

FEAXK. GAED]NEE, 
Major-General, Commanding, 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Jacxsox, March 9,1863. 

Your telegram of 9th received. Y'ou have now all the force I can 
give you. The odds are large against, bur I am too much pressed on 
all sides to give you more. Endeavor to get in all the subsistence you 
eau. 1 believ(* voii will whip their demoralized army. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lkuttnant-General, Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. Franklin Gardner, 

Fort Hudson, La, 


Port Hudson, La., March 10,1863. 
The lieutenant of the Essex is leported arrested for treason. My 
advanced i>ickets have been driven in. 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-General, 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Jackson, March 10,1863. 

Lieuteiiant-Coloind Miller, at roiichatoiila, telegrat)hs as reliable the 
following information : 

llcncrr.l Unilvsliii N, \n OiU-an^t.n ILitoi. Satiii<la>. \\ ill attack Clinton 

fiist willi i:u*u jiini tlieii lailro.ul. Jk.iuc>. .ii New Basin to transport 

to Pd&b Mjincliac, to maivli up road to Poneliatonlu. 



270 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap. XXVTL 


If Banks attempts this, Bust’s brigade might attack his rear and whip 
him. If you believe you are about to be attacked keep all the subsist- 
eijce stores you have. Give me your opinion as to the possibilities. 

J. 0. PEMBEBTON, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Major-General Gaebotir, Fort Sudson. 


Port Hubson, March 11,1863. 

There is not yet any movement in force by the enemy. The attack 
on the pickets was Hot followed up. 

EBANK. GABDKEB, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Port Hubson, March 11,1863—1 a. m. 
Enemy are advancing on Camp Moore road. Force not ascertained, 
but supposed to be a strong raid. 

FBAli^K. GABDlifEB, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Port Hxjbson, March 11, 1863. 

(Beceived March 12,1863.) 

The enemy has not developed his plans. Outside report from Baton 
Bouge says he will advance 10,000 toward Clinton and the rest against 
this place, or that he will advance the whole force toward Clinton and 
pass gunboats by to starve us out. 

FBANK. GABDNEB, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Port Hubson, March 11, 1863. 

{Received March 12, 1863.) 

The enemy have advanced a small force to the Comite. They do not 
appear to be advancing with their whole force. It will be impossible 
to operate from this point toward Ponchatoula, but an advance toward 
Clinton will leave his rear exposed. Bust is here, and all of my opera¬ 
tions will have to be from this point. I will keep you advised. 

PBANK. GAEDNEE, 

Major- General. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Port Hubson, March 12,1863. 

Enemy were not advancing at 3.30 p. m. Weitzel’s brigade reported 
arrived to-day. I have received some corn; more Avill be in to-morrow. 

FBAKK. GABDBEB, 

Major- General* 


Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 
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Port Hudson, Marok 12,1863, 

The enemy appear to be advancing slowly on three roads. I have 
three days^ corn and thirty days’ meat. 

PEANTK. GARDNTEE, 

Major-OeneraL 

Lieutenant-General Pejmcbebton. 


Headquarters, 

Fort Hudson^ Xa., March 13, 1863. 

General : I think the enemy will give up attempting to land their 
whole force at Sprin^eld on account of the water. Below the point 
near Troth’s Landing they could effect a landing out of range of my 
guns, hut would have to march by Qhroth’s. I therefore desire you to 
place a regiment of infantry and one light battery at Troth’s house on 
incket. The advance at this point can easily be resisted. Keep your 
brigade rea^y for any emergency to move at a moment’s notice. I shall 
rely upon you to resist the enemy at Troth’s, and I think I will merely 
keep them in observation at Springfield. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEAINK. GAEDNEE, 

Major - General . 

Brig, Gen. Albert Rust, Commanding Brigade. 


Port Hxh>son, March 14,1863. 

The bombardment commenced at 2 i). m. Firing very slow. Fleet 
not in range of my guns. The land forces are advancing. 

FEAXK. GARDNER, 

Major-General 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Headquarters, 

Fort Hudson^ La.^ March 14,1863. 

General: The steamboats have arriv'ed with corn just in time. I 
shall get them all off lo-night^ The enemy nre now bombarding this 
place and their land forces have advanced. Their whole fleet of eleven 
vessels is in sight, but nothing decided is yet shown in their oj)erii- 
tions. I shall need 17,000 bushels of corn per mouth for the commis¬ 
sary and 20,000 bushels for quartermaster; also about ],200,ooO pounds 
of fodder. It is impossible to obtain these supplies elsewhei c than from 
Red River. 

I am, verv respectfullv, your obedient servant, 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-Geneml.^ 

Maj. Gen. Bichakd Taylor, 

Commanding TTesf Loiiwiana., Alexandria, La. 


Poet HrDSO>', March 14,1863. 

TRe firing from the enemy is once in two or three minutes at long 
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range since 2 o’clock. No harm done. The reports of the position of 
land forces not accurate. Their advance have been skirmishing 3 miles 
from breastworks. 


FEANK GAEDNEE, 
Major-Oeneralj Commanding. 


Lieutenant-General Pembebton: 


Headquarters, 

Port Hudson^ La., March 14,1863. 

Colonel; I have the honor to report that on Monday last, March 9, 
the enemy gave some indications of advancing, and on Tuesday moved 
out with considerable force of infantry, cavalry, and artillery on the 
three roads, but made a halt only a few miles from Baton Eouge. He 
moved a portion of his forces by transports about 5 miles above Baton 
Eouge at the same time, and also sent up one gunboat, which drove in 
my signal parties from the lower stations, capturing 2 men.* 

Yesterday he advanced five gunboats, the Mississippi and Eichmond, 
with three transports, and landed a small force of cavalry and two regi¬ 
ments of infantry at Springfield Landing, about 10 miles below here by 
the road. They marched rapidly to the Baton Eouge road and passed 
down that to the road to Taylor’s Landing, and emtlarked again at that 
point. I started Wingfield’s cavalry immediately on the receipt of the 
intelligence, but they were too late. The enemy effected nothing except 
driving in the small interior cavalry pickets and stealing a few horses. 
The expedition was of more benefit to my men than theirs, as it pro¬ 
duced immediate cheerfulness and hopes of a fight. 

The five gunboats anchored in sight, but not in range. Six in sight 
this morning. No news from the front. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANK. GAEDNEE, 

Major-General. 


General Oedbes, ) Headquarters, 

No. 27, f Fort Hudson, La., March 14* 1863. 

III. The confinement of all officers and men who are under charges 
will have their arrest suspended until further orders. They will return 
to duty with their respective commands. 

IV. The enemy has at last determined to advance against this place 
to make an effort here to open the navigation of the Mississippi. The 
major-general commanding has entire confidence in his gallant and 
veteran troops, and feels satisfied that their conduct on this occasion 
will be, as heretofore, distinguished by their bravery, endurance, and 
cheerfulness. Let every man do his duty and we will hold this point in 
defiance of the numbers they bring against us. 

Y. The troops will be required to remain continuously at the breast¬ 
works, exc(q>t the necessary details of teamsters, company cooks (not 
to exceed eight to a company), and hospital details. All men detached 
will be reiiiiired to have their arms and accouterments at all times within 
their reacli. 

VI. The small-aims amniuuitien and ammunition for the field bat- 
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teries will be distributed at once and kept securely sheltered under 
tents and in charge of guards. 

YII. Infantry pickets will be called in closer to the breastworks and 
be replaced by cavalry pickets. After the appearance of the enemy 
each brigade commander will post such guards as may be necessary to 
X)revent surprise. ‘ 

VIII. Eations will be cooked so as to keep two days ahead, and the 
men will have their haversacks supplied and canteens tilled. Water 
barrels at the breastworks will be filled. 

IX. Each regiment will furnish its proportion of wall-tents for gen- 
*eral infirmary, and medical officers wiU see that their litter details are 
properly provided. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner: 

T. FEIBin> WILLSOX, 
AisiBiant Adjutant - General , 


Port Hudson, March 15,1863. 

General Pemberton: 

We have burned one gunboat in front of Port Hudson. The others 
have gone back. 

FBAXK. GARDNER, 

Major-General, 


Port Hudson, March 15,1863—2 a. m. 
Lieutenant-General Pemberton: 

One gunboat passed at 12 m. She returned onr tire boldly. Don’t 
know if we hit her. Steamboats have started. 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Mt jut"- GviicruL 


Poet Hudson, 21( rch 15.18a\ 

Lieutenant-General Pe:mbeeton : 

GunboiU fight lasted heavily from 11 to 2. All eaTne up witbin lange. 
Hartford and Monongabela passed crippled. . Rieh- 

mond disabb-d ai d sent back. Our loss very small, fme by land 
advanced, but all is quiet this nioniing. 

FRANK. GARD:SL1J. 

Mojur-i'.v tt’til. 


Special Oedees, 1 nEAD<)X' veteps. 

No. 70. 1 Port Hiuhtf/i, L(i., Varch b"). 

II. Blig. Gen. A. Buford, having reported for duty at tbi- ])osr. in ac¬ 
cordance \vUli Si)ecial Oiders, No. 08, from llead'im.iU :> T)'*]>aitment 
of ^Mississippi and East Louisiana, is assigned to rbt* cnimnand of a 
brigade, to consist of Tenth Arkansas, Third KentX cky, Seventh Ken- 
^ tucky, Edwards’ consolidated Alabama regiment, Snodgrass' consoli- 
* dated Alabama regiment, and the Watson Battery of four pieces, from 
Rust’s brigade. 

18 R E—VOT. TV 
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III. Buford’s brigade will take post at the breastworks on the left of 
Beall’s brigade. Bust’s brigade will constitute the general reserve. 

IV. So much of General Orders, 26, from these headquarters, as 
refers to batteries from Bust’s brigade is revoked. Brigadier-General 
Bustos artillery will be parked in such position that it may be ordered 
to any point necessary. 

By command of Maj. Gen, Frank. Gardner: 

T. FBIBND WILLSOK, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Port Hudson, March 16, 1863. 

The Essex fought at long range. The Hartford passed with the 
Monongahela lashed on the far side. The former much damaged, but 
gone up river. 

I have ten days’ subsistence. 

FBANK. GABDNEB, 

Major-General. 

liieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Port Hudson, La., March 16,1863. 
The Essex did not pass. They say she won’t fight. The vessels are 
fitill above. All quiet. 


^Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


PBANK. GABDHEB, 

Major-General. 


Port Hudson, March 16,1863. 

It is not safe to send a boat down. The Hartford and Monongahela 
are up the river. Last reports the land forces had withdrawn. Fleet 
still in sight just below. 

FBANK. GABDNEB, 

, Major-General. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Headquarters, 

Port Hudson^ La., March 16, 1803. 

General : The enemy’s fleet came up within range at 11 o’clock on 
the night of the 14th, and being discovered, made a terrific fight with 
my batteries from 11 until 2, attempting to pass seven vessels by. The 
result was the Hartford (flag-ship) passed with the gunboat Mononga¬ 
hela lashed on the far side. The Hartford was very much damaged. 
The frigate Mississippi was burned immediately opposite, and the frigate 
Bichmond was badly crippled and had to fall back. 

The fleet consisted of fourteen vessels, steam frigates, sloop of-war, 
gunboats, and mortar-boats, and all except the mortar-boats came with¬ 
in range. The firing was terrific for three hours. The enemy was very 
much damaged in all her vessels within range, and prisoners state that » 
the loss must have been as much as 200. Our loss was 1 killed and 8 
wounded. 
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I had four steamboats unloading until the moment of the fight, and 
I then sent them up the river. They have all escaped, as the Hartford 
was too badly damaged to pursue. 

I request that you send them back with corn as soon as the enemy 
passes beyond the Bed Biver, which I suppose will be the case in a day 
or two. 

We have only ten days’ allowance of com. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Mc&oT'GtiiietctL 

Maj. Gen. Eiohaed Tatlob, 

Oomdg, District of Western Louisiana^ Alexandria^ La, 


Port Hudson, March 17,1863. 

Enemy have landed from four transports on opposite side of the 
river. Axe bombarding us slowly from long range. Land troops en¬ 
tirely withdrawn. 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

MaJor-OenereU, 

Lieutenant-General Pbmbbbton. 


Hbadquabtebs, 

Port Hudson^ La,, March 17,1863. 

Sib : The enemy are landing troops from transports on the west side 
of the Mississippi. Their object must be to march above this place, 
and I think that cutting the grand levee above now, as previously or¬ 
dered by General Taylor, might interfere with their plans. I shall 
watch them closely. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-General, 

003OIANDING OFFIOEB MOUTH OP ReD RiVER. 


Headquarters, 

Port Hudson^ La,, March IS, 1863. 

General : I desire you to move out immediately witli one battery 
(without caissons) and the.infantry of your biigacle (esce[>r two regi¬ 
ments to be left at the breastworks), by Plain's Store aiul on the Baton 
Rouge road, to skirmish with the enem\*s advance. I have ordered 
Maxey’s brigade on the Springfield road, and you must endeavor to 
find his position. My object is not to atiack the enemy wuli my vhole 
force outside, but to iuterieie with his advance and caute Lim to de¬ 
velop his troops. If anything can be effected within about 9 miles of 
this place I will send you support if neces^a^y. Seud me in Irequent 
written reports and let me know precisely whei*e it would be necessary 
to send any suiipoit. Move cautiou.sly; keeji your sLi^nii^he^^ well in 
your front. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-General, 

Brigadier-General Beall. 

p. S.—^You can make use of the cavalry on the road. 
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JStftam of Cn $ ualUe $ in picket engagemtnt and during lomlardmeni of Fort Sudson , La .^ 
on the evening and night of March 14, 1863. 

[Compiled ficom aomiiud liiti.] 


CoBimaBd. 


Wounded. 


I 

I 


let Alebama Heary ATtiHeiy.. 

49th Alabama.. 

9th IiooisiMia Partiaan Bangers.. 

12th liouisiana Battalion. 

Louisiana Legion (Miles’).. 

1st Mississippi Artillery.. 

Ist Tennessee Battalion..*.. 

Ist Tennessee Battalion Heary ArtUleiy.. 

10th Tennessee.. 

30th Tennessee. 

81st Tennessee. 


Total. 


16 


20 


General Orders, ) Headquarters, 

!N’o. 31. ) Port ffudson^ JLa^^ March 18,1863. 

The major-general commanding expresses his acknowledgments to 
the troops under his command for their handsome conduct during 
the engagement with the enemy’s fleet on the night of the 14th instant. 
The excellent spirit shown by all during this terrific cannonading 
evinces the determined bravery which animates them. The coolness, 
bravery, and skill shown by the men at the batteries is deserving of 
^e highest praise, and this conduct is a just compliment to the officers 
in command of the batteries. The important an(i gallant services ren¬ 
dered by the signal corps, under Captain Youngblood, is also deserv¬ 
ing of special mention. Driven back from station to station, they still 
continued to give important information up to the last moment. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner: 

T. FEIEND WILLSOl^, 
Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


Port Hudson, March 19, 1863. 


Three steamboats here and more coming. 1 will take care of them. 
Enemy has strong force on west side of river. Those on this side have 
gone back to 9 miles of Baton Eouge. 


Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


FEANK. GAEDl^EE, 

Major-General. 


Port Hudson, March 21 , 1863 . 

Enemy on this side has gone back to Baton Eouge. Large force on 
west side. I do not think they have got above me yet. 
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Fleet still below, firing at long range at supply boats yesterday. I 
can only nse one landing and unloading is necessarily slow, but I keep 
a detail day and night. 

Shall I send a boat up Big Black t 

PJBANK. GAKDNEB. 

Lieutenant-General Peubeeton. 


Poet Htobon, March 26,1863. 

Enemy’s fleet fire at us occasionally. The troops have burned houses 
on west side of river; on this side have gone back to near Baton Bouge. 
More cavalry is greatly needed to keep the enemy in check. Com 
here about 30,000 bushels. 

PRA.2fK. GAKDNEE, 

Major-OmeraL 

Lieutenant-General Pbmbeeton. 


HEADQrAETEES, 

Port Hudson, La., March 27,1863. 

Colonel: The enemy commenced landing troops on the west bank 
of the river below this i)oint on the 17th instant. I cut the levee above 
him^n time to stop his advance with artillery. A day or two after¬ 
ward I was informed that he had passed a small force of cavalry above 
the slough, and I ordered a battalion to be ready to pa.'«s over above, 
bnt the same afternoon the enemy succeeded in obtainiu-j accurately 
the range of the upper steamboat landing, which compelled me to send 
the boats up Thompson’s Creek to unload. This occa^:^>ned a delay, 
and next day the citizens informed me that the enemy had passed a 
large force beyond the slough, and I gave up my expedition to the west 
side. The reports of the citizens were very conflicting and unrtdiable, 
and afterward they came to me by committees to urge the sending a 
force on the west side. I did not feel justified in doing .'•o under the 
circumstances, although I was informed that the enemj were commit¬ 
ting great depredations. They re-embarked yesterday and sent them 
mortar-boats down the river. 

I have no information to-day whether they left a small force ot cav¬ 
alry or not. If they have done so it will require cavalry to look utter 

them, and I cannot spare any. , - , 

The whole force of the enemy except four ves.sel'> h.m gone ijm k to 
Baton Konge. My latest information does not give any iiid cati. n- as 
vet of auv'other move. I have sent Colonel S:nio:.M:. with o.i.- ''gi- 
ment, abatterj-, and a siiuadronofcnvalrv to Tangipal.iu. .naw K.c.ice 
with telegraph from the lieutenant-general command-.i.g. 

A dispatch from Colonel :Miller yesterday .say^ the eiiei -y. al'out ...>00, 
are fortifying at Ponchatoula. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

Maji>r-Gc7ieraJ, ( ommandb*g. 


Lieut. Col. J. K. Waddy, 

J^ssistcint Adjutant-GenerciJ, Jachno/i, Mima, 
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Report of Oapt J, M. Magruder, of skirmish at Montesano Bridge, 

Bayou Sara Road Picket Post, 

March 9, 1863: 

General : My pickets at the Montesano Bridge have just been 
driven in by the enemy. The enemy crossed on some drift-wood and 
planks at the bridge. One of our men, I am afraid, mortally wounded. 
I am near the bridge with about oO men, watching their movements. 
I do not think it an advance in force. It was a cavalry force that at¬ 
tacked us. I will send a prompt account of any movement the enemy 
may make. I have no news from the plank road, which sustains me in 
the impression that no movement in force is contemplated. I will place 
pickets at Montesano Bridge again to-night. At present I think the 
enemy are at the bridge lying in ambush for us. There is great excite¬ 
ment in Baton Rouge to-day. The Yankees appear to have been fight¬ 
ing a sham battle all day. The firing of musketry has been continuous 
all day. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, 

J. M. MAGRUDER, 

Captain^ Gommcmding Bayou Sara Picket Post. 

Major-General Gardner. 


MARCH 21-30, 1863.—Expedition fi'om Hew Orleans to Fonchatonla, La., 

and skirmishes. 

E.ElE»ORTS. 

No. 1.—Brig. G^n. Thomas W. Sherman, U. S. Army, commanding Defenses of New 
Orleans. 

No, 2.—Col. Thomas S. Clark, Sixth Michigan Infantry, commanding expedition. 

No. 3.—^Lieut. Col. Abel Smith, jr., One hundred and sixty-fifth New York Infantry. 
No. 4.—^Lieut. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. S. Army, commanding Department of 
Mississippi and East Louisiana. 

No. 5.—^Maj. F. Dumonteil, Assistant Adjutant-General, C. S. Army. 

No. 6.—Maj. M. E. Clark, Assistant Adjutant-Geneial, C. S. Army. 

No. 7.—Lieut. Col. H. H. Miller, Twentieth Mississippi Infantry. 

Ho. 1. 

Report of Brig, Qen, Thomas W, Sherman^ TJ, S, Army^ commanding 
Defenses of Nexo Orleans, 

Headquarters Defenses of Hew Orleans, 

March 27, 1863. 

Colonel: Iu reply to the verbal directions of Major-General Banks, 
conveyed by one of his aides this morning, I have the honor to state 
that no official report has yet been received from Colonel Clark, Sixth 
Michigan, in command of the expedition to Ponchatoula; but for the 
immediate information of the general, which I have received from a 
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in Dcil note from Colonel Clark and from of5cer8 jnst from hia com¬ 
mand, I can furnish him the outlines. 

Ilaviiig directed Colonel Clark, on the 2l8t instant, to make a recon¬ 
naissance of the country north of Manchac Pass, with the view of ascer¬ 
taining the force of the enemy on the Jackson Baiiroad, driving them 
out of Poiichatoula if possible, and breaking up the railroad uridges 
across the Ponchatoula Eiver above that \illage, the troops at his dis¬ 
posal were placed in position at Manchac Pass, in order too that the 
operation could be i>erformed on the 23d instant. 

On that day the Sixth Michigan Regiment was ]>nt on board a little 
steamer (Savory) and three small schooners, sent up from New Orleans 
for that pm-pose, and, escorted by the little gimlK>at Banitnna (t^o 
guns), ascended the Ponchatoula to Wade^borough Landing, a ]>oint 3 
miles from a village of that name. In the mean while tlvc Muall com¬ 
panies of the One hundred and sixty-fifth New York Volunteers, under 
Lieut. Col. Abel Smith, crossed the Passes in small Ivoat^^, sent up frt>m 
New Orleans for that purpose, and landed on the milroa*! tiuek. This 
force was supported by a field rifled gun, manned b.\ men of the Ninth 
Connecticut Volunteers, which was intended to hold the passage-way 
leading up from the Pass in any event. 

Ill consequence of the severe storm on that day and the difficult and 
serious character of the river the transiiorts were unalile to get up to 
the lauding until the moniiug of the next day. In the mean u bile Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Smith had cleai*ed the defile leading to Poncbatoula of 
the enemy, and securely held its head until the arrival of the Sixth 
Michigan at the village. 

After some smart skirmishing on all sides, conducted, a4> I unde^^tand, 
in admirable order, the enemy, which was found to consi&t of three com¬ 
panies of cavalry, was entirely routed and driven off. Not a per'-on ap¬ 
pears to have been killed on our side, though Colonel Clark reports 6 
wounded. What loss the enemy sustained I have not learned, except 
1 officer and 4 privates taken prisoners. Ponchatoula lies upon the rail¬ 
road, and about 10 miles by rail and 17 or 1*0 by the river iioui the North 
Pa>s. Two or three schoonera loaded with cotton and £>roii"s were cap¬ 
tured, and two schooners loaded w irh cotton and lying at Wadc^boiough 
Laiuling weiefound burned bythe enemy to prevent them fallinginto the 
hands of Colonel Clark, Colonel Clark then advaneed a portion of his 
troops and destroyed two railroad bridne'^, one acroN> th.. bayou about 
1 niile be;sond the Milage and about 40 leer in lei.,r i. and rlie other 
across the roiicbatoula liiver about i* m:le> alua e Uio viILi^e and .ibout 
200 yards in length. 

From all I have thus tar learned tlii" affair \ eMudin ^ d eand- 
somel;s and with good judgnum. a:ol i.-o ' : ^ < o'oiiel 

Clark. Much credit i^ due a]M» to L\ p*. iii il W . 

di\ isioii ([uai tel master, for the <ijei‘a\ Ltdi''}»Kovo ^ * .i,, ii 1 

coutiolling the tiMiisp<)i rati(jn. Ib j .. < *> i-l' i.un. 

dining the whole ex[Kdit.oi.. and 1 ,r i i.itoii. \tii b 1. ^ .oi 

an 1 judgment. As soo.i <in in 1 < Ian i<‘ii b ’ - t " ^ . be 

dul\ t(‘iwarded. 

Not know nig what lorc** W'uild be lonud at i\ . . *■ > . < uu otOi- 

ninied to ]ia\e the pe^t lion* i liaied out ..f .iii i \« . *". I t'li. d Colonel 
N'cLeison, c(»mmtiiKli:ig ai Ih i*' t ( ii , t'» n u ♦ a h^iraiam 
on tbe Luwin* Aiiiirc l?i\ei a^ tu ^a * t* iiik w. o li. n coitipanie'- of 
ca\ally and one rc‘aiment ol nil.niM\, th ai * ' •... "In n «d leading 
to Spiingfield ainl Poin*lMtonl i *ioni tin^ ?iFiom 
Coioiiel Nickerson 1 havt‘ heaid oiil> b\ teiegi^i^fa. lie was <»u the 
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Amite in time, and while making a feint of bridging and crossing that 
stream he reports that he was assailed by an enemy^s force from the 
opposite bank, but my opinion is that the force there was not large. 

It is my intention to hold Manchac Pass and as much of the railroad 
beyond as will prevent raids upon the Pass by the enemy as an ele¬ 
ment of some importance to the defense of the city, and to this end the 
troops are now throwing up a breastwork, in order to hold the defile 
leading from the Pass to Ponchatoula against any reasonable force the 
enemy would attempt a raid with. 

In the mean while I respectfully solicit the attention of the general 
commanding to the importance of having the great bridges across both 
Passes repaired at an early day, so that in case of successes of greater 
importance we shall be ready to push cars beyond without delay. The 
work required on these bridges is large. 

Very respectfully, 

T. W. SHEEMAl^, 
Brigadier-Qeneralj Commanding, 


Lieutenant-Oolonel Iewdst, 

A88t. Adjt. Oen,, of the Ghilf New Orleans^ La, 

P. S.—I should have stated also that the schooner Oorypheus (two 
guns) accompanied the expedition and covered the l^orth Pass during 
Sie operation at Ponchatoula. 


Ko. 2. 

Report of Col, Thomas S, Glarh, Sixth Michigan Tnfwntry^ commanding 

expedition, 

Manchac Pass, La., March 29,1863. 

Sir : In compliance with orders of date March 20, 1863,1 ])roceeded 
with my command to Frenier Station on the morning of the 21st, and 
there bivouacked for the night, assuming command at that post. I 
found four companies of General Nickerson’s brigade at Frenier and De 
Sair Stations. 

On Sunday, the 22d, at 7 a. m., I proceeded with the command to 
Manchac Pass, leaving about 100 men to guard the bayou and road in 
my rear. Arrived at South Manchac Pass at 1 p. m. same day. At 6 
p. m. five schooners and one small steamer, containing five companies 
of Colonel Smith’s regiment, One hundred and sixty-fifth New York 
Volunteers; one company of my own regiment; two rifled field pieces, 
in charge of a detachment of the Ninth Conneclicut Volunteers, and a 
launch, mounting one rifle, manned by a detachment of the Ninth Kegi- 
ment Connecticut Volunteers, arrived on the morning of the 23d. I 
debarked the One hundred and sixty-tifth New York Volunteers, placed 
one field piece on the north side of the island where the railroad bridge 
crossed the North Pass, and embarked the troops brought by me from 
Frenier, consisting of the Sixth Eegiment Michigan Volunteers, two 
small companies of the One hundred and seventy seventh New York 
Volunteers, one company of the Fourteenth Maine Volunteers, and one 
company of the Twenty-fourth Maine Volunteers. The embarkation 
was made in the inidst of a terrible storm of wind and rain, which ,de- 
layed us very much. I now directed Colonel Smith to proceed up the 
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railroad to within 3 miles of Ponchatoula, take position, and hold the 
pass until he heard the signal of attack from meat Wadesborongb Land¬ 
ing, when he was to advance and form a jnnction with me at Poncha- 
toula. I then proceeded with the main body of the troops up the Tick- 
fetw Piver and Ponchatoula Creek to Wadesborongh Landing, 3 milee 
from Ponchatoula. 

Owing to the great difficulty of navigation in the creek, from its ex¬ 
tremely tortuous wurse, we did not arrive at Wadesborough until about 
noon the 24th. 1 immediately debarked the troops, threw out skir¬ 
mishers, and advanced toward Ponehatonl^. About half a mile from 
the landing we found the enemy’s skirmishers in strong force, an^ 
believing from the number of skirmishers that the enemy were in 
stronger force than we had supposed, immediately formed line of battle 
and advanced three companies ahead, skirmishing. We drove them 
steadily before us, the main body never coming within range of their 
fire, into and through Ponchatoula. I immediately sent lour companies, 
under command of Captain Trask, Fourteenth Maine Volunteers, to 
the bridge across the Ponchatoula Creek, 2 miles above Ponchatoula, 
and dispatched'a messenger to Colonel Smith to inform him that we 
occupied the town. 

Colonel Smith’s regiment arrived about 3 p. m. He had a sharp 
skirmish, losing 3 men wounded, but drove the enemy before him. The 
enemy made a slight stand at the bridge, and I sent up four companies, 
under Colonel Bacon, to make the work sure. They destroyed that 
bridge, and also one smaller one a mile this side. 

Having accomplished the object of the expedition thus far, and be¬ 
lieving the village of Ponchatoula could not be held agaiu.^t forces 
greater than my own, I ordered the schooners and gunboats in Pon¬ 
chatoula Creek to the North Pass, and fell back, on the afternoon of 
the 25th, to a point 3 miles south of Ponchatoula. on the railroad, with 
the main body of my command, leading six companies at Ponchatoula, 
under command of Major Clarke, Sixth Eegiment Michigan Volunteers, 
as picket and provost guard, with orders to fall back on the main body 
in case of attack. I here erected a small battery of railroad iron and 
mounted one of the field pieces, in charge of the detachment of the Ninth 
Connecticut Volunteers. 

On the evening of the 26th the enemy appeared in strong force and 
attacked our pickets at Ponchatoula. The pickets immediately retired 
to the main body’ at the point spoken of. No firing took place after 
the skirmishers retreated. As far as we can learn they have a force 
consisting of 2,000 iufautry, 300 cavalry, and two 12-pounder field 
pieces. 

The point occupied by us could have been easily held aga:..>r this 
force, but, owing to the difficulty of getting ration'^ for the troc j*s up 
from the I\iss, 1 determined to lail back to the bend in the railroad, 
about 8 miles this side of Poncliaroiila, and d»d Ki^t night, wiiere 1 
now am. 1 am erecting a small baiter\ at tliK iM'int. 1 forgtu to 
mention that on our arrival at Wade'^boroiiah Landing we tound the 
schooner L. H. Davis in flames. AVe also fi>nnd two M-houiier> loaded 
with cotton. We have captured some 12 jjrisoi.eis. who have been 
sent on to New Orleans. 

Owing to the very bad weather the march over the trestle woik 
from Kenner was not only difficult but dangerous, atid many ot our 
men were compelled to fali out by reason of hurls received by failing 
' through the trestle work. 

The skirmish on the 24th was conducted by Cai)tains Griffin. Com- 
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pany A; Montgomery, Company H, and Lieutenant Dickey, Company 
B, Sixth Eegiment Michigan Volunteers, who bore themselves admi¬ 
rably, and on the afternoon of the 26th by Company D, Sixth Michigan 
Volunteers, under Lieutenant Mcllvaine, and Company K, under Cap¬ 
tain Chapman, bne company Zouaves, Captain Thorpe, the letter of 
which I do not know, the whole under command of Major Clarke, Sixth 
Michigan Volunteers, and the pickets were brought in in good shape. 

I feel very much obliged to Lieutenant-Colonel Smith for his hearty 
and effective co-operation throughout the entire expedition, Lieut. C. 
W. Stone, quartermaster of the expedition, has labored earnestly and 
efficiently, and accomplished a great deal with very few facilities. 

I cannot close this report without returning my thanks for the assist¬ 
ance rendered me by Captain Perce, of your staff, during his stay with 
me. He was continually by my side, ready to assist me in every pos¬ 
sible way. Captain Bailey also rendered me valuable service in the 
erection of breastworks. 

I inclose Colonel Smithes report ; also a communication from the en¬ 
emy. 

My total loss is 9 wounded, none seriously, while that of the enemy 
is reported at 3 killed and 11 wounded, 1 mortally. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be, vour obedient servant, 

THOS. S. CLAEK, 
Golonelj Commanding Expedition. 

Capt. Wickham Hoffman, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Netv Orleans^ La. 


No. 3. 

Report of lAeut CoL Abel Smith, jr,^ Oiie hundred and sixty-fifth New 

Yorl: Infantry. 

Hdqrs. 165th Eegiment New Yoek Volunteers, 
Ponchatoula, La., March 25, 1863. 

Lieutenant: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with 
the orders of the colonel commanding, I disembarked lu} baUalion on 
the morning of the 23d at about 8.30 a. in. and took up tlie march about 
10.30 a. m. along the railroad, across Jones’ Island, to the North Pass, 
which I crossed immediately and halted on the north side in obedience 
to orders. Sending out an advance guard, they discovered a rebel 
picket about 1 mile beyond guarding two schooners loaded with cotton. 
They drove the pickets before them and seized the schooners. The cap¬ 
tain of one of the schooners was killed while coming toward ns to notify 
me (as was alleged by his conipanioii) that the co ton belonged to the 
subjects of a foreign power. 

Not hearing farther from the colonel commanding, T ])uslied on across 
the trestle work and bivouacked for the night on Iherailioad, the rebel 
picket keeping up a continuous firing during the night. 

At daybreak 1 moved forward and halted at the opening in the pine 
wood. This was a very strong position, and could have been success¬ 
fully held against a large force by a very few men, and, as I had been 
ordered to remain at this place until hearing the signal from Colonel 
Clark, I did not attempt to move farther on, but only to hold my posi¬ 
tion. 
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At 12 m. a flag of truce advanced from Colonel Miller, commanding 
rebel forces, when I received from him the inclosed communication 
in relation to the cargoes of the two schooners. You will also please 
find inclosed my answer to the communication.* 

About 1 p. m. 1 heard the signal and advanced and drove the enemy 
into the wood. About 2 miles from Ponchatonla we met the party sent 
by the colonel commanding toinform us that he was in the town. Moved 
rapidly forward and aniv^ here about 3.p. m. 

Have to report 3 men wounded slightly. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

ABEL SMITH, Je,, 

lAeut Ool^ Oomdg. One hundred andtixty-fifth EegL JT. Y. VoU. 
Lieutenant Dioebt, Acting Aeeietani Adjutant-QeneraU 


No. 4. 

Report of Lieut. Gen. John 0. Femherton^ 0. B. Army, commanding De 
partment of Mississippi tmd Last Louisiana, 

31ISS., March 27,1863. 

The enemy have been driven back beyond Ponchatoula by the troops 
under command of Lieut. Col. H. H. Miller in such hot pursuit that they 
were compelled to bum their own stores placed in railroad depot; also 
fired the place, but our troops extinguished the flames. 

J. C. PEMBEETON, 

Lxeutena nf-General, 

General S. Ooopee. 


No. 5, 

Report of Maj. F, Bu Monteil^ Assistant Adjutant-General., C. S. Army, 

TA^’GIPAHOA, March 24.1863. 

Positive information Ponchatoula in hands of the enemy. Telegraph 
operator at Tickfaw says Colonel Miller command at Hammond Sta¬ 
tion, half way between Tickfaw and Ponchatoula. Enemy rep rted 
1,000 strong." The locomotive gone to Tickta^^ t<*''Zing ndlinu 

stock from that station h re. Expected i)aek in « ne Lour. 1 >eiit ivo 
officers with it. Will telegraph you if 1 recei\e any further 3ie\\>. 
Have in all 20 men. I will send all fit for duty to Colonel Miller. 

F. DUMONTEIL, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Lieutenant-General PEiiBEiiXox. 


No. 0. 

Report of Maj. M. R. Clarh^ Assistant Adjut* / ^-trt ^ icL C. s. Army. 

Ei:0( KHAVEX, March 26, 1803. 

Sent to Colonel Miller 120 iufantr:<i. inchiding *». e company cavalry 
*InclosiLre8 trans>terrLMl, i.i: < a M « - - i *. -o Serieij UI. 
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dismounted, and sent one company of cavalry, which were at Osyka, as 
cavalry, yesterday afternoon. Also forwarded the infantry that came 
down from Jackson yesterday. 

M. E. CLAEK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General, 
Lieutenant-General Pembeeton. 


• No. 7. 

Reports of Lieut Got R, R, Miller, Twentieth Mississipj^i Infantry, 

PONOHATOULA, March 23, 1863—10.30 p. m. 

Party of 20 men sent forward this evening advanced to within 1 
mile of cotton schooners. Met the enemy and engaged him. He being 
in greatly superior force, compelled retreat. Skirmishing upon my 
advanced pickets. Enemy appeared to be engaged in some kind of 
work on railroad. Night so dark and rainy impossible to operate 
before daylight. Eailroad track only road to advance. That from my 
pickets to enemy is trestle work, on high embankments, with impass¬ 
able swamp either side. Will advance in morning. If any possibility 
of success will attack. Will use every effort to execute your order to 
retake or bum vessels. The Choctaw battalion ordered here has not 
reported. Can I be re-enforced f Prom information received from va¬ 
rious sources am induced to believe this post will soon be attacked. 

H. H. MILLBE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c, 

Lieutenant-General Pembeeton. 


FoUE miles below PoiSrOHATOULA, 

March 24, 1863—11 a. m. 

I have been engaged with the enemy since early this morning, with 
occasional skirmishing during the night. Cannot estimate his force, 
but greatly superior to mine. He has charged me repeatedly, but al¬ 
ways repulsed. 

Youi' dispatch received at the moment we were pursuing them. Have 
sent flag of truce to communicate your instructions. Enemy intrenched 
1 mile below me. Considering ground to charge over I have not at¬ 
tempted to dislodge them. Is it possible to re-enforce ? Can you give 
me two guns? I need ammunition. Please send it by special train. 
Thus far I have lost but 2. Gunboat reported coming up Ponchatoula 
laver to flank me. Some picket firing in that direction. Have sent 
omcers to report. 


Lieutenant-General Pembeeton. 


H. H. MILLER, 
Lieutenant’ Colonel, 


PONOHATOTJLA., March 24, 1863. 

» the railroad back, and now I am under 

Vo 1^®? communicating your order to them. There are 

150 Yankees about to flank me from Wadesborough. 

H. H. MILLER, 

General John C. Pembeeton. Ideutmant-Colmel. 
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Oate^s Shoe Factory, 4 mides north of Ponohatoula, 

March 24,1863. 

I have been engaged with the enemy in force, estimated at from 1,200 
to 1,500 men, all day. I have 100 men. The force that attacked by rail¬ 
road I defeated, but the gunboat landed several hundred at Wades- 
borough in my rear, and I was compelled to retire. I fought the latter 
for some time near Ponchatoula, but when the two columns united I 
fell back 2 miles and made stand until sundown, when I drew off my 
command to this place. 

The command behaved splendidly. My loss is small considering the 
time we were engaged. If you can re-enforce me I will retake Poncha¬ 
toula. It will require 500.' 

H. H. MILLEE, 
Lieutenant^ Colonel, 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


PONOHATOUEA, VIA TiCKFAW, 

March 24, 1863. 

The enemy advanced on Ponchatoula with from 1,000 to 1,200 men 
strong, and I contended every inch of ground with them, but was nec- 
essarSy compelled to fall back on account of being overpowered. Am 
now lighting them 2 or 3 miles this side of Ponchatoula and falling back 
because they are advancing in heavy force, and if you can send me re¬ 
enforcements as soon as possible I would be glad for you to do so, for I, 
am very anxious to whip them back to Pass Manchac. 

H. H. MILLEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Cate’s Factory, 4 miles north of Ponohatoula, 

March 25. 1863—5 a. m. 

Still hold this factory. Shall endeavor to prevent its destruction by 
enemy. Enemy encamped 2 miles in front, on ground we last fought 
on. Appear engaged during night either destroying railroad or build¬ 
ing breastworks. Thankful for re-enforcements. Soon as arrives will 
resume fight by attacking. 

H. H. MILLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding, 


Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Gate’s Shoe Factory, 

March 25, 1863—2 p. m. 

Since my last no change. Enemy still in position 2 miles in front. 
Appears to be intrenched. My skirmishers since daylight have been 
trying to draw him out. Shows no disposition to renew fight. I will 
not attack except in way certain of success. Two iron-clad gunboats and 
two transports brought them to Wadesborough. Inhabitants say they 
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Plftim 6 000 men. I think 1,500 altogether. Ilegiraent attacked me in 
front was Wilson’s Zouaves. Whipped them easily. Great difficulty 
ffettinff them stop running to receive flag of truce with communication 
about cotton Officer command has written notice cotton property for- 
eio^n suhiects. Answers will refer to superiors. Await anxiously re- 
enforcements. Troops at Osyka and trains Tangipahoa. Could they 
not he sent down! With 600 men enemy can be cut ott from Wades- 

H. H. MILLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^ Oommanding. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 


Headquarters, 

Four miles north of Ponchatoula^ March 25 —8 p. m. 
Enemy fortified at bridge we last fongbt at. Citizens vary in reports 
of numbers j some say 1.500, others as high as 5,000; believe between 
1,000,1,500. liTo news from re-enforcements.*" 

’ ’ ’ H. H. MILLEE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding. 

lieut. G^n. J. 0. Pemberton. 


, Headquarters, 

Two miles north of Fonchatoula^ March 27, 18G3. 

Major Lawrence, 250 men, joined daylight yesterday, making iotal 400, 
Could hear nothing of artillery. Enemy continued Ibrtilying bridges 
Ponchatoula Eiver 3 p. m. Moved forward. Heavy skirinisliing from 
opposite bank of river. After one hour Hanked him by falling tree 
across river. Charged and routed him coni])letely. ihirsued lo Ikinclia- 
toula, where he was intrenched with large number men. Drove him 
out and pursued 3 miles below to Prairie Marsh, wlien^ he lin<l con¬ 
structed considerable works; only approach by track ; swani]) on (‘ither 
side. !Nightfallen, drew off pursuit, and now oc(*npy ])osiiion on Pon¬ 
chatoula Eiver. All making slight ^yorks. Enemy inii ned d(*po( INm- 
chatoula, filled with their commissary stores ; also iired most hnihlings, 
but succeeded in extinguishing. Enemy (bistro, \t*d all private pro|MM ty 
citizens in town. His force consists two regiments and two haltdlions 
infantry, about 2,000 strong. JSay re-eufurc<*ments ai<‘ (‘\[>(‘ete<l tVom 
Baton Eouge. 1 cannot speak too highly of coiidmd of oltieers ami nam 
of this command. Enemy just rejiorted advan<*ing tow^ard Puii<*ha- 
toula. If he comes as far as town will attack. Whisth^ of gunboat 
reported at Wadesborough. Have sent seout in that dii*<‘ction. Sup¬ 
pose General Gardner’s re-enforcements will arrive to-night. M> loss 
yesterday 1 severely wounded; enemy’s supposed heavy.' Captun^d 2; 
sent to Gamp Moore, to be sent to Jackson. Captain JMoiTison arrived 
last night. 

H. n. MILLER, 
Lieutenant- Go loneL Com man clinq. 


General Pemberton. 
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Hbadquaetebs, Eammondj Mareh 28,1863. 

This morning sent flag with substance of your dispatch, .^swered 
as folio ;v^s: 

Headquarters United States Forces, 

« , ^ ^ ' ^0^^ of Ponokatoulaj Za., March 28, ISQZ. 

Lieut. Col. H. H. Miller, ' 

Commanding at Ponchaloula: 

Xour comniuiiiccition of 27tb received. Tbe colouol conuuaudiiig tbe brigude 
directs me to say that it will be referred to the commanding general of the depart¬ 
ment and his answer to the same transmitted to you. 

, W. H. DICKEY, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjiitant-G-enerah 


Enemy still intrenching 3 miles below Ponchatonla on railroad. My 
cavalry occupy Ponchatoula. My line of defense is Ponchatonla Eiver, 
2 miles north of town. Position strong and have fortified it well. Hear 
nothing from re-enforcements from General Gardner. If permitted will 
attack when arrives. Enemy’s loss on Tuesday’s fight, given by relia¬ 
ble citizens, 18 killed, double that wounded. Can’t ascertain number 
on Thursday 5 I had several wounded on Thursday 5 only 1 seriously, 
none killed. Enemy in bad condition; huddled on railroad in swamps 
and dying rapidly with disease. 

H. H. MEDLEE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding. 

Lieut. Gen, J. 0. Pemberton. 


Ponchatoula, Aj^il 1 , 1863. 

General : On night 30th was joined by Colonel Simoaton with 380 
infantry, battery four guns, 80 cavalry. Same night my pickets drove 
enemy from first line of defenses, 3 miles below town. Next morn¬ 
ing whole command moved forward 5 found formidable work on south 
side Prairie Marsh, abandoned work, capable containing 300 to 500 
men, mounting one piece artillery, iron-clad with railroad iron; fol¬ 
lowed 3 miles; met flag truce, under Colonel Smith, One hundred and 
sixty-fifth Zouaves; he returned Masonic jewels stolen; same ofBlcer 
communicated with about cotton; no answer yet from headquarters. 
Moved down railroad sight Manchac; found enemy in force behind 
breastworks; gunboats in Pass i>rotecting them; impassable marsh 
either side road; trestle work most way. Upon consultation with 
Colonel Simonton myself agreed impolitic attack. 

Sent scouts forward; learn nothing because roads straight; scouts 
compelled creep sides embankment, but discovered on trestle work; 
remained until after night; withdrew to camp. After night sent party 
down Tangipalioa Eiver to Pontchartrain reconnoiter enemy in that 
direction; not returned. Enemy destroyed road from Ponchatoula as 
iar as went. Enemy reported on Amite 2,000. Ordered Garland’s bat¬ 
talion, which rex)orted to me, back to Amite to guard river; have suffi¬ 
cient force protect against front; enough spare attack; force not more 
2,000 that crosses Amite. Commence to-morrow fortify railroad at 
Prairie Marsh, and river at Wadesborough, Tangipahoa, andNatalbany 
thoroughly blockaded; impossible blockade Ponchatoula Eiver. 

H. H. MILLEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton. 
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MAEGH 28,1863.—Capture of XT. S. steamer Diana, near Fattersonville, La. 


No. 1.—Brig, Gen. Godfrey "Weitzel, U. 8 Amiy. 

No. 2.—^Maj. Gen. Kiohard Taylor, C. S. Army. 

No. 1. 

Shorts of Brig. Gen. Godfrey WeiUel, U. S. Army. 

• . Batotj Bobotp, March 28,1863. 
Diaoia went up Teche on reconnaissance to-day about 12 o’clock. 
Soon after heavy firing heard for an hour. Calhoun started and is now 
fast aground in Grand Lake near Bayou Sorrel. Estrella is at mouth 
of Atchafalaya; have sent for her. Nothing heard of Diana. 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General, TT. 8. Yolunteers. 

General Banks, New Orlewns. 


Batott Boeupp, March 28,1803. 

General; 1 ordered the Diana by the Grand Lake route to make a 
reconnaissance. I sent two companies of infantry and one of my aides 
to make it secure. Instead of taking the route I ordered, for some un¬ 
accountable reason they went by the Atchafalaya, right in the teeth of 
the enemy. I believe she and all on board are gone. The Calhoun 
going to her relief got aground; went without a pilot, because Govern¬ 
ment drove off all our pilots by insuflaciency of pay. The Estrella 
started down to pilot in the boats and is 40 miles off. The wind is 
favorable to get the Calhoun off, but unfavorable to communicate with 
the Estrella. Just hurry on the Indiana battery with ammunition and 
I am right, even if they get all my boats. 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General, TJ. 8. Yolunteers. 

General Banks. 


Batotj Bcetjpf, March 28,1863. 

The pilot of the Diana escaped; Captain Peterson is killed; Liou- 
tenamt AUen, my aide, is wounded; several oflicors killed or wounded. 
Gunboat in possession of the enemy; all the result of disobedience of 
instructions. 


General Banks. 


G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General, JJ. 8. Yolunteers. 


No. 2. 


B^ort of Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, G. 8. Army. 


I have the honor to 
at this point to-day. 


Headquarters, 
mar Berwich Bay, La., March 28, 

report I he capture of the Federal gunboat Diaua 
blie nuumled live heavy guns. Boat not seri'.aisly 
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injured, and mil be immediately put in service. Enemy’s loss in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, 160. 

E. TAYLOE, 
MoQor-O&neral. 


AFBIL 7, 1863.—^Attack on the steamer Sarataiia, Amite Biver. 

He^ort of Oapt, Gadi Herren^ First Mississijppi Cavalry. 

Oamp Eugg-les, Ajpril 12,1863, 

Colonel : On Monday, 7th instant, you directed me to send a scout¬ 
ing party under a trusty non-commissioned officer to Rome^ on the 
Tickfaw River, and, if practicable, from there to Duck Bill, on the lake 
shore, near the mouth of the Amite. I detailed from my squadron for 
this purpose eight mem under Corporal Davidson, to proceed as you 
directed. Arriving at Rome (the ferry) Crossing on the Tickfaw River, 
he stationed a portion of his small squad to guard against any advance 
from this direction. He then proceeded with the remainder of his force 
within a mile of the mouth of the Amite, where, hearing that one of 
the enemy’s boats was aground at this point, he dismounted his men 
and proceeded to attack the boat. He found her, within 50 or 75 yards 
of the shore, stuck hard and fast on the east bank of the river. The 
timber skirting the river bank afforded good protection against the shot 
and shell fired from the gunboat. He soon compelled the gunners to 
abandon their guns and seek protection in their casemates. He suc¬ 
ceeded in killing two of the enemy while attempting to get aboard with 
some spars which they were using to get their boat afloat. Finding 
it impossible to provoke them from behind their protection of thick 
iron, he posted a portion of his men near enough to watch the move¬ 
ments of the boat and report with the remainder of his force to me at 
this place at 10 o’clock p. m. the same evening. I then directed him 
to report the facts to you. 

At 12 o’clock m. the same evening you directed me to talve my wliole 
squadron and proceed at once to the mouth of the Amite River and 
capture or destroy the boat reported aground there. On reaching the 
point designated I found the enemy had hastily abandoned and set fire 
to the boat at sundown the previous evening, leaving nothing but a 
complete wreck, with one brass rifle gun, whicli was still above watei‘. 
This boat was marked Barataria or 291; sh<^ was 125 feet long, com¬ 
pletely covered with iron one inch thick. 

Too much cannot be said in praise of tlie coolness, courage, and judg¬ 
ment displayed by Corporal Davidson and the brave men under him in 
destroyij;ig with their rifles (or causing the destruction of) one of the 
enemy’s most formidable boats on the lake. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedimit 
servant, 

GADI HERREN, 

Captain. Gomdg. Squadron First Mississippi Cavalry. 

Col. J. M. SiMONTON, 

Commanding at Poncliafoula. 
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APBIL 9-lltA.Y 14,' 1863.—Operations in West Louisiana. 

STTMAtAJEfSr OB' TSB3 B'BtlK'CIB'AJCj BJVBJNTS. 


April ^11, 1863.—Union Army crosses Berwick Bay. 

11, 1863,—Skirmish, near Pattersonville. 

13-13, 1863.—Engagement at'Fort Bisland (Bethel Place or Bayou Teche), neAr 
CentreviUe. 

13, 1863.—Skirmish at Porter’s and McWilliams’ Plantations, at Indian 

Bend. 

14, 1863,—^Engagement at Irish Bend. 

Skirmish at Jeanerette. 

16, 1863.—Skirmish at Newtown, La. 

17, 1863.—^Action at Bayou Vermillion. 

17-21, 1863.—^Expedition from Saint Martinville to Breaux Bridge and Opelouas. 

18, 1863.—Bestruotion of salt-works near New Iberia. 

20, 1863.—Butte-^b-la-Eose captured by Union fleet. 

Occupation of Opelousas and Washington by Union forces. 

21.1863. —^Expedition firom Opelousas to Barre’s Landing and capture of 

steamer Ellen. 

22,18^.—Skirmish on the Bayou Bosuf Road near Washington. 

26-29,18^.—Expedition from Opelousas toward Nibletfs BluflEL 
29-30,1863.—Expeditions from Opelousas to Chicotville and Bayou Boeuf. 

May 1,1863.—Skirmish near Washington. 

6,1863.—^United States Navy takes possession of Alexandria. 

14.1863. —Reconnaissance to Judge Boyce’s Plantation and skirmish. 


KIDPODR'I'S, BITO.* 


i-—^Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the 
Gulf, with Return of Casualties. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Richard Arnold, U. S. Army, Chief of Artillery, Nineteenth Army 
Corps, of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

No. 3.—Capt. William W. Carmth, Sixth Massachusetts Battery, of engagement at 
Fort Bisland. 

—Capt. Albert G, Mack, Eighteenth New York Battery, of engagement at Fort 
Bisland. 


No. 6.—Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel, U. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, First 
Division, of operations April 2-May 11. 

No. 6.—Lieat. Edmund H. Russell, Ninth Pennsylvania Infantry (Pennsylvania 
Reserve Corps), Acting Signal Oflficer. 

No. 7.-Capt. Edmund C. Bainbridge, Fifth U. S. Artillery, commanding Battery A, 
First U. S. Artillery, of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

No. 8.—Lieut. Col. Frank H. Peck, Twelfth Connecticut Infantry, of engagement at 
Fort Bisland. 


No. 9._Brig. Gen. WilUam H. Emory, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division of 
operations March 13-May 2. ’ 

No. lO.-Capt. Richard C. Duryea, First U. S. Artillery, Chief of ArtUlery, of engage. 

ment at Fort Bisland and skirmish at Jeanerette. 

No. ll.-Lieut.Ehen L Haley, First Battery Maine Light ArtiUery, of engagement 
at Fort Bisland. - ^ ^ & 


No. ^’irst Battery Maine Light Artillery, of engagement 

No. 13.-Capt. Eichard C. Buryea, Battery F, First U. S. ArtUlery, of engagement at 
_ J Pit Bisland and skirmish at Jeanerette. 

* See also Appendix, pp. 1089-1096. 
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No. 14.—Col. Timothy Ingraham^ Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Iiafaiitry, oommaudiug 
First Brigade, of engagement at Fort Bisland, 

No. 15.—Lieut. Col. Justus W. Blanchard, One hundred and sixty-second New York 
Infantry, of expedition to Barrels Landing, etc. 

No. 16.—Col. Halbert E. Paine, Fourth Wisconsin Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade, of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

No. 17.—^Maj. A. Power Gallway, One hundred and seventy-third New York Infantry, 
of expedition from Saint Martinville to Breaux Bridge and Opelousas. 

No. 18.—Lieut. Col. Sidney A. Bean, Fourth Wisconsin Infantry, of expeditions to 
Plaquemine and Boyce's Plantation. 

No. 19.—Col. Oliver P. Gtooding, Thirty-first Massachusetts Infantry, commanding 
Third Brigade, of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

No. 20.—^liieut. Col. W. S. B. Hopkins, Thirty-first Massachusetts Infantry, of en¬ 
gagement at Fort Bisland. 

No. 21.—^Lieut. Col. William L. Bodman, Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Infantry, of 
engagement at Fort Bisland. 

No. 22.—Col. John W. KimbaB, Fifty-third Massachusetts Infantry, of engagement 
at Fort Bisland. 

No. 23.—CoL Michael K. Bryan, One hundred and seventy-fifth New York Infantry, 
of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

No. 24.—^Brig. Gen. Cuvier Grover, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth Division, of 
operations March 26-April 20. 

* No. 25.—^Lieut. Joseph L. HaUett, Thirty-first Massachusetts Infantry, Actiug Signal 
Officer. 

No. 26.—Lieut. Thomas S. Hall, Twenty-eighth Maine Infantry, Acting Signal 
Officer. 

No. 27.—Capt. Ormand F. Nims, Second Battery Massachusetts Light Artillery, of 
operations March 28-April 19. 

No. 28.—Capt. Henry W. Closson, Battery L, First U. S. Artillery, of operations 
March 27-April 20. 

No. 29.—Lieut. John I, Rodgers, Battery C, Second U. S. Artillery, of skirmish at 
Porter's Plantation and engagement at Irish Bend. 

No. 30.—Brig. Gen. William Dwight, jr., U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of 
operations March 26-May 1. 

No. 31.—Col. Richard E. Holcomb, First Louisiana Infantry (Union), of operations 
March 29-April 26. 

No. 32.—^Lieut. Col. Michael Cassidy, Sixth New York Infantry, of operations March 
26-April 20. 

No. 33.—Col. Jacob Van Zandt, Ninety-first New York Infantry, of engagement at 
Irish Bend and action at Bayou Vermillion. 

No. 34.—Col. Nicholas W. Day, One hundred and thirty-lirst New Y'urk Infantry, of 
operations March 26-April 20. 

No. 35.—Col. William K. Kimball, Twelfth Maine Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade, of operations March 27-April 20. 

No. 36.—Col. Henry W. Birge [?], Thirteenth Connecticut Infantry, commanding 
Third Brigade, of engagement at Irish Bend. 

No. 37.—Capt. Robert T. Dunbam, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, of the 
capture of the steamer Ellen. 

No. 38.—Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, C. S. Army, commanding Tran^Mississippi De¬ 
partment, of operations April 9-23. 

No. 39.—Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, C. S. Army, commanding District of West Louis¬ 
iana, of operations April 9-23. 

No. 40.—Brig. Gen. Alfied Mouton, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of operations 
April 11-19. 
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1 ^ 0 . 1 . 

Beporfs of Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. BanTcs^ U. 8. Army, commanding Be- 
jpartment of the Gulf, with Return of Casualties. 

ITo. 9.J • Hlqes. Dept, of the G-tjlf, 19th AE3yry Coeps, 

Gamp at Brashear City, La., April 10,1863. 

G-eneeal : I left New Orleans on the 8th instant and established my 
headquarters at this point the same evening. WeitzePs brigade, of 
Augur’s division, was already here, with three batteries and two sections 
of artillery, the siege train, and three companies of cavalry. Grover, 
excepting his cavalry, was then at Bayou Boeuff Station, on the railway, 
about 9 miles from here. Emory, excepting one brigade and his cav¬ 
alry and two batteries left at Baton Eouge, was at Bayou Ramas Sta¬ 
tion, which is about half way between Brasheai* and Bayou Bceuff. The 
remaining brigade of Emory’s division and the transportation of both 
divisions were behind, moving up as rapidly as possible. The cavalry 
was m route from Baton Eouge. 

Emory marched at 7 o’clock yesterday morning and reached here 
about 9. Weitzel began to cross the bay about 10, having first driven 
off a small party of the enemy, who from the opposite side were ob¬ 
serving our movements. Emory followed Weitzel closely. Both divis¬ 
ions had crossed by dark; then absolutely necessary transportation and 
supplies were sent over during the night and this morning. The limited 
amount of water transportation at our command made the crossing nec¬ 
essarily very slow. 

Grover had marched from Bayou Boeuff at 9 a. m. and arrived here 
by 1 p. m. I had intended to place him on board the boats at night, so 
that he might leave at daylight and begin to land by 9 a. m., but this 
was impossible. 

On Grand Lake, just beyond the head of Cypress Island, and within 
a few miles of each other, are two shell roads, leading from what are 
reported as good landings, a distance of IJ or 2 miles to the Bayou 
Teche. At one or the other of these landings I propose to disem¬ 
bark Grover, with the object of taking the enemy, who is at Patter- 
sonville, in reverse and cutting oft* his retreat. The best pilots say 
that our steamers cannot come nearer than about miles to the shore, 
and all our information confirms the truth of this. From that dis¬ 
tance the disembarkation must be by the flats which we have collected 
and prepared for that purpose. IJsiug all the expedition possible, Gro¬ 
ver cannot reasonably be expected to land and take up position in less 
than twelve hours. The boats cannot run at night. His landing must 
necessarily take place by daylight. To insure this he must leave here 
by daybreak. The moment Grover passes PattersonviUe with his fleet 
the enemy will certainly take the alarm, and if we let night interrni)t 
the landing he will escape. We do not move against the enemy in 
front to-day, as I do not wish him to take the alarm any sooner than 
we can possibly help. We can whip him in any event, but if he stays 
where he is, and Grover gets into position before we attack in front, 
we shall destroy him. Everything promises success. Having destroyed 
the enemy’s force and his salt-works at New Iberia, I propose, if time 
permits, to push a force as far as Opelousas. 

Mr. Gabaudan, Rear-Admiral Farragut’s secretary, arrived here this 
morning, having passed Port Hudson in a skift* and reached Baton 
Eouge on the 8th instant. For fear of accident no disnatches were 
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admiral opposite Bayou Sara, with the Hartford, the Albatross, and the 
ram Switzerland, all well; that the*Yazoo expedition was reported as 
abandoned; that our troops had left the immediate vicinity of Vicks¬ 
burg and gone to some point above; that the Lake Providence Canal 
had proved a success, and that General Grant would co-operate with 
me opposite Bayou Sara with 20,000 men about the 1st proximo. This 
force he tells me is to come through the Tensas, Black, and Eed Eivers. 
I have sent Mr. Gabaudan back this morning with a dispatch to Gen¬ 
eral Grant, of which I have the honor to inclose a copy for your infor¬ 
mation, £uid which I have requested him to commit to memory and 
destroy. 'General Augur will send a cavalry force across the river to 
facilitate Mr. Gabaudau’s return. 

If the iron-clads now reported to be engaged in the reduction of 
Charleston arc sent here after the termination of that affair as they 
may well be, I think in any event we will take Mobile. If Grant 
sends me 20,000 men we will take Port Hudson. 

I received this morning an extract from Special Orders, Ho. 123, of 
the 16th ultimo, from the Adjutant-GeneraPs Office, transferring Key 
West and the Tortugas to this department. By the Fulton, leaving 
Hew Orleans on the 14th, I shall send an officer to Key West to com¬ 
municate with the commanding officer there and obtain information as 
to the condition of affairs in that district. Brigadier-General Wood¬ 
bury has not yet reported to me. 

I would respectfully request that the postmaster at Hew York may 
be instructed to make up the mail for my headquarters in a separate 
bag, so as to avoid the delay, sometimes of two or three days, incident 
to its distribution in How Orleans; and that these bags may be sent 
by the regular steamers instead of by Government .transports, which 
stop at Hew Berne, Port Eoyal, Key West, and other points, and are 
delayed at each. A v eek or ten clays’ delay more than counterbalances 
any "pcoimiary saving that may be involved in sending our dispatches 
by public trans])oits. 

I respeot1'ull> ask attention to a matter that will soon become of 
great iinportancr ro the inhu-ests of the Government in this Department. 
The terms of our nine months’ men begin to expire in ]\[ay. In August 
all will liave (‘\piied. AVe siiall tluis lose twenty-two regiments ol'in- 
lanti.v. This w ill lea\e us, in lh(‘ whol(‘ department, exclusive of Key 
W(‘St, eom*eniiiig whieli 1 know nothing as yet, and of the negroes, but 
thiiiy-si.\ regiments of infantry, and an elleetive force leporting tor 
duty less llmii iMhOtH) men of all arms. With this foree we ean hold 
Hew Orleans and tli(‘ La Fonrehe—])ossibly Baton Bouge—but we can¬ 
not m()\(‘ an inch or even hold an> success that we may gain by oni- 
lueseiit o])(*ralions. Hot an hour sliould ho lost in forwarding to this 
department (ho men who are to replace the nine-months’ levios. 

I I’espeetfully suggest that a copy of this dispatch and its inelosure 
b(‘ sent to Major General Grant by a special messenger, and that I may 
b(^ intormed of the pm port of the latest advices from him. 

1 ha\e the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

H. P. BANKS, 

]\[ajor^ Genera I Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

General-in-Chief U. Armij^ WaHhington, D. C. 
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[Inolosnre.] 

Hdqbs. Dept, op the Gulp, ^Tineteenth Army Corps, 

Oamp at Brashear City, La., April 10,1863. 

Maj. Gen. TJ. S. Grant, 

Commanding Department of the Tennessee: 

General : The secretary of Admiral Farragat, Mr. Gabaudan, called 
upon me at Brashear City this morning and gave me the substance of 
your dispatch. We have 35,000 men that can be moved with facility. 
The artillery is strong, the cavalry weak, but we hope to strengthen 
the cavalry without delay, as one of the results of this expedition. 

We shall move upon the Bayou Teche to-morrow, probably encounter 
the enemy at Pattersonville, and hope to move without delay upon 
Iberia, to destroy the salt-works, and then upon Opelousas. This is the 
limit proposed. We do not intend to hold any portions of this country, 
as it weakens our force, but will at once return to Baton Eouge to co¬ 
operate with you against Port Hudson. I can be there easily by May 10. - 
There are now 4,500 infantry at Baton Eouge, with three regiments 
of colored troops and two companies of cavalry, three batteries of artil¬ 
lery, with several heavy guns in position, and five gunboats and six 
mortars. The land force is under command of Major-General Augur; 
the fleet under Captain Alden, of the Eiehmond. 

We shall endeavor to establish communication with Admiral Farragut 
near Bayou Sara, but the opening of the levee opposite Port Hudson 
may make it impossible. It* so, we will communicate with you freely, 
by the way of Kew York, as to our progress. I shall be very glad if you 
will communicate with us in the same manner. To avoid delays by 
mail I will send my dispatches by an officer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

il. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


No. 10.] Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gulf, 19th Army Corps, 

Boulignyh, beyond 2^ew Iberia, La., April 17, 1863. 

General : I have the honor to inform you that we set out on the 11th 
instant upon the expedition, the preparations for which were temporarily 
interrupted by the necessity for co-operation with the Navy in the pas¬ 
sage of the fleet by Port Hudson. 

With Emory’s division, WeitzePs brigade, of Augur’s division, and 
the siege train I crossed Berwick Bay on the 9th, 10th, and 11th and 
marched on the morning of the 12th upon the enemy, strouglv intrenched 
at Fort Bisland, about 4 miles beyond Pattersonville. The enemy’s 
force was about 5,000. including three batteries of artillery and a heavy 
proportion of mounted troops from Texas. 

We met the enemy about 2 o’clock in the afternoon, and after a brisk 
engagement drove him back until his line of defense was revealed, and 
took uj^ position which enabled us to reconnoiter his works to advan¬ 
tage. Here night interrupted us. 

Early the next morning the attack was resumed. We soon drove 
works and advanced upon them, keeping up a heavy fire 
• silence his guns and prepare the way for an assault. At 

night-fall we had disabled the gunboat Diana and driven her out of 
action, almost entirely silenced the enemy’s artillery, and advanced on 
both sides of the bayou to witliin about 4U0 yards of the works. 
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During the night I issued orders to carry the works by assault at day- 
!ght, and, having done so, to pursue the enemy promptly and vigorously. 
The enemy began to evacuate his position about midnight. 

At daylight Paine’s brigade, of Emory’s division, was in possession of 
lis works. The pursuit began at once, although the men, in action all 
day previous, bad taken no food for more than twenty-four hours. 
Since then we have been following close upon his heels. 

Grover’s division embarked on the night of the 11th, and, having been 
Relayed some seven hours by a heavy fog, proceeded up Grand Lake at 
i a. m. on the 12th, to land at one of the landings opposite the head of 
^jypress Island. The roads from these landings were represented as 
tood shell roads. They turned out to be, for a great part of the way, 
ider water and full of deep holes, so as to be utterly impracticable for 
lil arms. The gunboat Arizona got aground, and it took four hours to 
ftt her off. In consequence of these unfortunate delays it was not until 
ate in the afternoon of the 13th that Grover had disembarked his com- 
iand in Indian Bend and was on the march to intercept the enemy’s 
uieat at Franklin. 

The next morning he met and defeated the enemy at Irish Bend and 
^Ined us at Franklin in the afternoon. If it had been possible for him 
reach Franklin at daylight on the 14th we should have captured the 
ftiemy’s artillery, but his cavalry would have escaped through the prai¬ 
ses and his infantry would have scattered just as it has done. 

I Counting upon holding Franklin, however, on the morning of the 14th, 
L should have carried Fort Bisland on that morning, but it would have 
ieen with great loss, for the position was very strong by nature and 
B^d been very strongly fortified. 

. I was prepared to make the assault on the evening of the 13th, but 
had it succeeded then the enemy would have been driven back before I 
had reason to expect Grover would hold Franklin. 

We have pursued the enemy closely more than 50 miles; we have 
destroyed the Queen of the West, and have compelled him to destroy 
the gunboats Diana and Hart, with supplies of subsistence and ammu¬ 
nition ; we have taken eleven guns, one steamer, over a thousand pris¬ 
oners, and large quantities of ammunition, camp equipage, and quarter¬ 
master’s stores; we have captured and destroyed his salt-works below 
New Iberia ; his infantry has dispersed over the prairies and in the 
woods, so that the people and the negroes tell us nothing but cavalry 
and artillery passed beyond New Iberia, and there is no thought among 
the prisoners or inhabitants that he will make any stand this side of 
Alexandria. 

On the 9tb instant, as I learned by letters from Maj. Geii. Eichard 
Taylor, commanding the Confederate forces in this district, to Captain 
Fuller, commanding the gunboats, he was preparing to attack us heavily 
in the La Fourche, seeking to regain that region and the waters of Ber¬ 
wick Bay. 

On the 12th we had opened the attack which has destroyed his army 
and his gunboats. There is not a gunboat left on the Teche. 

General Taylor, in his letters to Captain Fuller, refers to the Grand 
Due as nearly ready to receive her guns, and to the Mary T. as not to be 
waited for, because she will probably not be ready in time to take part 
in his contemplated recapture of the La Fourche. 

I think the Webb is the only gunboat now in condition to defend 
Butte-fi-la Eose, and have ordered our gunboats to attack and take that 
p^ace, aided by a detachment of infantry. I shall follow the enemy, 
without pausing, to Opelousas. 
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I cannot close this hasty dispatch without expressing my admiration 
at the good conduct of my officers and men in the affair of Sunday| 
before Port Bisland and in the battles of Fort Bisland and Irish Bend^ 

I shall take occasion to ask your attention to individual instances 04- 
merit hereafter, but I desire now to bring to your special notice the 
services of the commanders, Brigadier-Generals Emory, Grover, and 
Weitzel, to whose zealous co-operation, professional skill, and dovotionJ 
on the battle-field we are largely indebted for the success of the expe-f 
dition. 

Great credit is due to the energy and efficiency shown by the officeA. 
of the liTavy in this operation. 

The country abounds in supplies of all kinds, which I shall apply tc- 
the utmost to the purposes of the Government. * ^ 

Our loss is small, but as we have made hard marches every day 
only halted at* night it has been impracticable to get exact figures. ip 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 5 

K P. BANKS, i 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, * 

Oeneral-in-Chief. 



No. 11.] Bjdqes. Dept, of the Gxjlf, 19th Aemt Ooeps, 

Opelousas, La., April 23,1863-.^ 

Geneeal; Since my Nos. 9 and 10, of the 17th instant, I have had* 
neither time to prepare formal dispatches nor, until now, convenient 
opportunity for sending them. I have, however, endeavored to keep 
you constantly advised of our movements and their results by telegraph 
through General Sherman, commanding at New Orleans. 

On the evening of the 17th General Grover, who had marched from 
New Iberia by a shorter road and thus gained the advance, met the 
enemy at Bayou Vermillion. The enemy’s force consisted of a consider¬ 
able number of cavalry, about 1,000 infantry, and six pieces of artillery, 
masked in a strong position on the opposite bank, with which we were 
unacquainted. The enemy was driven from his position, but not until 
he had succeeded in destro^ng the bridge over the bayou by fire. 
Everything had been previously arranged for this purpose. The 
enemy’s flight was precipitate. 

The night of the 17th and the whole of the next day were occupied 
in pushing forward with vigor the reconstruction of this bridge. 

On the 19th the march was resumed and continued to the vicinity of 
Grand Coteau, and on the following afternoon our main force occupied 
Opelousas, the cavalry, supported by one regiment of infantry and a 
section of artiller\, being thrown forward to Washington, on the Cour- 
tableau, a distance of (> miles. The command rested on the 21st. 

Yesterday morning (the 22d) 1 sent out Brigadier-General Dwight, 
with his brigade of Grover’s division and detachments of artillery and 
cavalry, to push forward through Washington toward Alexandria. He 
found the bridges over Bayous Oocodrie and Boeuff destroyed, and 
occupied the evening and night in replacing them by a single bridge at 
the junction of the two bayous. The people say that the enemy throw 
large quantities of ammunition and some small-arms into Bayou Ooco¬ 
drie, and that the Texans declared they were going to Texas. Here 
the steamer Wave was burned by the enemy, and the prinoinal nortion 
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of her cargo, which had been transferred to a flat, captured by us. A 
dispatch was found by General Dwight, in which Governor Moore tells 
General Taylor to retreat slowly to Alexandria, and if pressed to retire 
to Texas. General Dwight will push weU forward to-day and probably 
halt to-morrow, to continue his march or return, according to circum¬ 
stances. 

A reconnoitering expedition sent out one day^s march on the Texas 
road has discovered nothing of the enemy. This force consisted of the 
Fourth Wisconsin, Lieutenant-Colonel Bean, one section of artillery, 
and two companies of the Second Ehode Island Cavalry. 

An expedition, consisting of the One hundred and sixty-second liTew 
York, Lieutenant-Colonel Blanchard, one section of artillery, and Bar¬ 
rettes company (B), First Louisiana Cavalry, accompanied by Captain 
Dunham, assistant adjutant-general, and First Lieutenant Harwood, 
Engineers (both of my staff), was sent out yesterday morning by way 
of Barrees Landing to examine the Bayou Courtableau in the direction 
of Butte-^-la-Eose. Last night Captain Dunham reported the road im¬ 
passable 4 miles beyond Barrels Landing, and that the expedition cap¬ 
tured the steamer Ellen in a small bayou leading out of the Courtableau. 
This capture is a timely assistance to us. 

I informed you in my ISTo. 9 that I had ordered the gunboats to take 
Butte-Ma-Eose. This was handsomely done, without serious loss, on 
the morning of the 20th instant, by Lieutenant-Commander Cooke, U. 
S. Kavy, with his gunboats and four companies of infantry. We cap¬ 
tured here the garrison of 60 men and its commander, two heavy guns 
in position and in good order, a large quantity of ammunition, and the 
key of the Atchafalaya. 

i immediately sent the remainder of the regiment, part of which went 
up on the gunboats, to proceed to Butte-4-la-Eose, the whole regiment 
to garrison that work and hold it to the last extremity. 

This afternoon the steamer Cornie, which we captured at Franklin, 
has arrived at Washington with supplies, and the other boats are on 
the way. The depot will for the present be at Washington or Barre’s 
Landing, and our communication will be by the Courtableau and Atcha¬ 
falaya. 

I have just learned from Major-General Augur, at Baton Eoiige, that 
it is reported there and believini by Conimandei' Alden and himself, 
that Admiral Farragut has been n^-eiiforced by live gunboats from 
Yicksburg, and has gone to the EedEiver and the month of th<^ Atcha¬ 
falaya. 1 hope General Augur will have had signal eominiinication 
with the admiral to-day. 

I inclose for your infornnition coxnes of two (‘onimuiiicMtions from 
General Grant, dated March 23 and received 20tli instant ; of one from 
Admiral Farragut, daied Aj)ril 0 and received the 21st instant, and 
copies of my replies. L send a diiplieate ot‘ iny dispatch to General 
Grant by special messenger via ISTew York. 

If, as General Grant informs me, he can well s[)ai“e me an aijny corps 
of 20,000 men, 1 earnestly request that that foi’ce may he sent to me at 
the earliest practicable moinenl, and 1 am strongly of o])inion that it 
should join me on the Atchafalaya and proceed, through Grand Elver 
or Bayou Sorrel and Bayou Plaquemine, to Ihitou Rouge. I can sup¬ 
ply this re-enforcement from the moment it joins me on the Atchafalaya, 
provided it brings its own water transportation. 

I hope not to be obliged to lose a moment in improving the decisive 
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or removing tlie material. We hold the key of the position. Among 
the evidences of our victory are 2,000 prisoners, two transports, and 
twenty guns (including one piece of the Yalverde Battery) taken, and 
three gnnboats and eight transports destroyed. 

If the Government will send 20,000 more troops here I will take Port 
Hudson at once. If.it will send the iron-clads that weie engaged at 
ChariestOBL I will take Mobile, hold its forts, and close its harbor against 
the commerce that now pours into its gates in spite of the blockade. 

Whether General Grant’s forces join me or not, I hope you will at 
least lend me a sufficient force from the Department of the South to 
decide matters finally in this department. I can send them back, if 
necessary, as soon as it is done. If the necessary means are given at 
once the opportunity for opening the Mississippi is in our hands. 

I hope to be able to send a detailed report of our operations by the 
next mail. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

K P. BANKS, 

' Major-Generaly Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

General-in-Chiefy Wasliingtony D, C, 

[Inolosure Xo. 1.] 


Headquarters Department op the Tennessee, 
Before Yieksburg, Miss., March 23, 1863. 

Maj. Gren. N. P. Banks, 

Oomdg. Bept. of the Gulf, Port Hudson, La.: 

General; Tour communication of tbe 13tli instant, per Admiral 
Parragut, was duly received. The continuous high water and the 
nature of the country almost precluding the possibility of landing a 
force on the east bank of the Mississippi anywhere above Vicksbnrg 
has induced the hope that you would be able to take Port Hudvson and 
move up to Black Biver. By the use of your transports I could send 
you all the force you would require. 

Finding the canal commenced here last summer by General Williams, 
I have prosecuted that work, and would before this have had it com¬ 
pleted to the width of 60 feet but for the heavy rise in the river, break¬ 
ing m the dam across the upper end. It is exceedingly doubtful if this 
canal can be made of any practical use, even if completed. The enemy 
have established a battery of heavy guns opposite the mouth of the 
canal, completely commanding it for one-half its length. 

Soon after taking command here I conceived the idea of getting pos¬ 
session of the Yazoo Eiver hy the way of Moon Lake and Yazoo Pass 
Five gunboats were famished for this expedition, and I sent in addi¬ 
tion a division of troops, to which has since been added considerable 
re-enforcements. This enterprise promised most fairly, but for some 
cause our troops and boats delayed so as to give the enemy time to 
tortity. My l^t information from this command was to the 17th. 

^*1 97^®“yood, on the Yazoo, a fortified place, and had 
abandoned all idea of getting past until they could receive additional 
ordnance store.s. By a prompt movement Yazoo City could have been 
ciiptured without opposition. 

gunboats, and General Sherman, with a 
division of troops, are now attempting to get into the Yazoo by the 
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way of Steele’s Bayou, Black Bayou, Deer Creek, Bolling Fork, and 
the Sunflower, They got as far as Deer Creek without any great diffi. 
culty, bn* 1 fear a failure of getting farther. This experiment failing, 
there is nothing left for me but to collect all my strength and attack 
Haines’ Bluff. This will necessarily be attended with much loss, but I 
think it can be done successfully. 

The best aid you can give, if you cannot pass Port Hudson, will be 
to hold as many of the enemy there as possible. If they could be sent 
I could well spare one army corps, to enable you to get up the river. 
My efiective force, including all arms, will be between 60,000 and 
70,000, if I bring all froni Memphis that can be spared in an emer¬ 
gency. An attack on Haines’ Bluff cannot possibly take place under 
two weeks, if so soon. My forces are now scattered and the difficulty 
of getting transportation is very great. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. S. GRANT, 

Major-General. 

[Inolosnre ITo. 2.] 


Mas OH 23,1863. 

Admiral Faeraott, 

Commanding (^If Squadron: 

Admiral : In the various notes I have written, including the dis¬ 
patch for General Banks, I have not mentioned that soon after taking 
command there in person I collected my surplus troops at Lake Provi¬ 
dence and directed the commanding officer to effect a passage through 
from the Mississippi Eiver to Bayou Macon. This will give navigable 
water through by that route to the Bed Eiver. This is now reported 
practicable for ordinary Ohio Eiver steamers. I sent several weeks 
ago for this class of steamers and expected them before this. Should 
they arrive, and Admiral Porter gets his boats out of the Yazoo, so as 
to accompany the expedition, I can send a force of, say, 20,000 effective 
men to co-operate with General Banks on Port Hudson. 

This force certainly would easily reduce Port Hudson and enable 
them to come on up the river and maintain a position on high land 
near enough to Vicksburg until they could be re-enforced from here 
sufficiently to operate against the city. 

Please inform the general of the contents of tliis, and much oblige 
your obedient servant, 

U. S. GEANT, 

Major-General. 


[Inolosnre No. 3.] 

United States Flag-Ship Hartford, 

Above Fort Hudsouj La.., April G, 1SG3. 

Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf: 

My Dear General : Thanks to an overruling Providcij(*e I am once 
more within communicating distance with you, and I avail myself of 
the first oi)X)ortuiuty to send you the communication of General Grant, 
together with this dispatch. It is my intention to await him, and to 
maintain a ii;»id blockade of Bed Eiver at its mouth until the arrival 
or failure of the force above to join me and make the attack upon Port 
Hudson, as indicated in the communication of General Grant. I con- 
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fess thalmay ignorance of the inland navigation referred to prevents me 
from being able to express an opinion as to when they will succeed, if at 
all, ill accomplishing their work. If it can be done it will he a clever 
thing, but I have seen so little accomplished as yet hy our forces that I 
have now determined to wait until something is accomplished before I 

form an opinion. ,^ 

The failure* of my vessels to get by Port Hudson was a sad blow to me, 
and yet it was what might have been naturally looked for in a battle— 
a chance shot disabled the Eichmond, and the pilots did the rest by 
running the ships ashore. We escaped with only 1 man killed and 2 
slightly wounded, and the vessel was not injured at all, although she 
was frequently struck. 

I have fought the batteries at Grand Gtdf and at Warrenton five times 
since, and have lost 3 more of my men, but altogether we have escaped 
very well. Had two more of my vessels passed I would not have to 
apply to Admiral Porter for additional vessels to blockade Eed Eiver. 
As it is, I have only one ram (the Switzerland), and my force being so 
very small, we are compelled to keep together, but I hope it will not be 
long before we hear of the upper fleet. The rashness of General.EUet 
in running his two rams down in open day deprived me of the use of 
cue of them; still even one is better than none. 

I am enabled to fill up my coal and provisions which were floated down 
to me. 

In order to blockade Ked Eiver I returned there as soon as I could 
get my supplies and-repair damages to the Switzerland. 

The rams did not lose a man in passing the Vicksburg batteries, but 
the Lancaster was .sunk and the Switzerland received two shots in her 
boilers. The former was an old, worthless boat of the frailest construc¬ 
tion. My greatest tlifficiilty is to keep (be Switzerland in fuel. This 
ship and the Albatross have over a month’s sn]')ply. 

I was much gratified to learn that you were in possession of the point 
opposite Port Hudson, and I hope we will be able to keep open the com¬ 
munication. I shall not make my visits often, howevcu^, as I wish to 
prevent boats going either up or down the Mississippi from Eed Eiver. 
1 suppose that they will attack me soon, but 1 am all ready for them, 
and I suppose we will get used to fighting after a wiiile. 

My feelings have been most severely exercised in cunseqirmce of the 
disaster at Port Hudson. Kot knowing what had caused it, nnd l:a ving 
such implicit confidence in the several commanders, I felt and feared 
the worst of consequences to them, and was greatly relieved when I 
learned through rebel papers that none of them had been killed but 
poor Cummings, who was a great loss, both to the country and to his 
family. I hope that the injury to McKinstry is not so great as they 
make it appear, and that he will recover without the loss of his leg. 
The failure to get through I know was almost death to them all. Poor 
Smith! I was afraid to hear from him. I saw all from a distance, yet 
was unable to help them, and blamed no one, because, as I have informed 
the Department, I knew they did all in their power to get through. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours,* 

D. G. FAEEAGUT, 
Hear-Admiral^ Commanding. 

* For Banka^ reply to this letter, under date of April 23, see ^‘Correspondence, 
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[Inolosnra No. 4.] 

Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

Opelousas^ La.^ April 23,1863. 

Major-General Grant, 

Commanding Forces on the Upper ^lississippi: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dis¬ 
patches, dated at Headquarters, before Vicksburg, March 23,1863, on 
the 21st, by the hand of Lieutenant Tenney, of General Augur’s division, 
at Baton Bouge. On April 10 Mr. Gabaudan, private secretary of Ad¬ 
miral Farragut, commanding the Hartford, at the mouth of Eed Eiver, 
reported at my headquarters at Brashear, and gave me verbally the 
substance of your dispatches, which he said he had read, but did not 
bring with him in the dangerous passage which he was compelled to 
make of the batteries of Port Hudson. 

The information received from Mr. Gabaudan differs somewhat from 
your dispatches. I understand from him that it was your intention to 
send a force by the way of Lake Providence and the Black Eiver, pass¬ 
ing through the intermediate bayous, to the mouth of Black Eiver on 
- the Eed Eiver, and that this force would probably reach the Eed Eiver 
by May 1st proximo, to co-operate with my command against Port 
Hudson. 

Stimulated by this report and cheering prospect of assistance we 
pushed with vigor the expedition upon which we were then engaged. 
Our success has been complete. We have utterly destroyed the army 
and navy of this part of the Confederacy, and made it impossible for 
the enemy to reorganize his forces for some months to come. We 
occupy Opelousas, and my advance is about 30 miles in front of this 
place, on the road to Alexandria. 

The forces of the enemy are divided, a portion of Sibley\s cavalry 
being on the Plaquemine Bayou, on the road to Texas, with General 
Mouton and the artillery and some cavalry on the road to Alexandria. 
The infantry is com])letoly dispersed. We have captured 2,000 ])ris- 
oners, 1,000 stand of arms, ammunition, ordnance stores, &:c., twenty 
heavy guns, demolished his founderies at Franklin and ISTew Iberia, and 
the salt-works below Iberia. We liave captured two steamers and sev¬ 
eral boats, and compelled the destruction of ten or twelve transport 
steamers, some of them laden with dour, ammunition, and arnis. 

The gunboats Diana, Hart, and Queen of tlie West have been de¬ 
stroyed and thei]* armament captured by our forces. AVe have among 
our prisoners the mosi important odicers of all arms, ()aplain Fuller, 
the commander of theii* Ih'ct, cax)tured from the Queen of the, AV(*st, 
known here as the ‘"King of the Swaini),” long in lla^ Legislatur(‘ and 
at the head of the (ilibiister or figliting* element of t]i<‘ Slate, wliose 
candidate he was for 11i<‘ olfiecj of (rovernor. We have also Onptain 
Semmes, the first officer of their artillery, ami Coloinl Vincent, the 
chief of their cavalry. They can make no stand tliis sidt* of Alexandria, 

The capture of tlie Ibrtiiicatious at Butte-a-ia-Jbise by the Army and 
Navy, which oi'enrred on the morning of April 20, opens to ns com¬ 
pletely the-At chafalay a to the Eed Eiver. Se\eial days vsince I ad¬ 
dressed to the admiral an inquiry wdiether 1 h‘ could navigate the Eed 
Eiver to Alexandria and to yourself a request to communicate the time 
when your co- 0 ])eratjve force could reach ded Idvei*. Our communica¬ 
tion with the admira-l is open only on llnnsda^s, when lie comes down 
to Port Hudson. It will be communicaled to liiui, as I am informed, 
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by dispatches from General Augur to-day. It must be some time before 
it reaches you. ^ ^ ^ 

I was disappointed in learning from the perusal of your dispatches 
that at thefr date it was undetermined whether you can send a force to 
the Red River or not, on account of the deficiency of your transporta¬ 
tion. It is a grief on my part that I cannot aid you in this respect. 
Our transportation is lamentably deficient. I had but one steamer 
with which to pass two divisions of my corps over Berwick Bay in this 
campaign. The route is open, but I can reach Red River only by 
forced marches. It is six days^ march to Alexandria, and four or five 
to Simmesport, at the mouth of the Atchafalaya, but until we can hear 
from you I shall make Washington, on the Oourtableau, my base of 
operations. 

We can co-operate with you in any manner you suggest, by a junc¬ 
tion on the Red River or by an attack from Baton Rouge, joining your 
forces on the Bayou Sara in the rear of Port Hudson. My belief is 
that this is the best method, as the passage of the Mississippi from the 
Red River is very difficult with our short transportation and will re¬ 
quire a landing, and places us between the armies of Vicksburg and 
Port Hudson; but we shall not hesitate. T wait anxiously to hear from 
you upon these points, viz: 

First. When can you be at the mouth of the Black or Red River? 

Second. In what manner shall my forces co-operate with you? 

Third. Can you furnish transportation for your passage to Port Hud¬ 
son or do you rely upon us ? 

Fourth. Can you supply your troops or will you rely upon us ? 

Fifth. Is it not practicable for your force to join us by the Atchafa¬ 
laya? 

It is doubtful if we can supply your forces from ISTew Orleans in 
operating above Port Hudson, on account of our deficient transporta¬ 
tion. My belief is that the best junction is by the Atchafalaya. We 
can reach Baton Rouge by the Grand River and the Plaquemine with¬ 
out transshipment, and, our forces united, make the reduction of Port 
Hudson certain. My own command is insufficient. 

Waiting anxiously your response and with full confidence in your 
judgment and earnest co-operation, I am, very truly, yours, 

P. BANKS, 

Maj(n-~Gmeraly Commanding, 

[Inclosure No. 5.] 

Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

OpelousaSj La., April 23,1863. 

Major-General Grant, 

Commanding Forces before Yiclcshurg: 

General : further reflection upon my letter of this date and addi¬ 
tional information as to the condition of the country on this line leads 
me to urge more strongly the point of junction indicated at its close, viz, 
by the Atchafalaya, Grand River, and Plaquemine Bayou to Baton 
Rouge. We are now 180 mil'es from New Orleans. It is with great 
difficulty that we obtain supplies now. Corn and beef are our chief 
support. To extend this line a hundred miles fartlier, as it will be on 
the Red River, increases the difficulty, and to push it farther still, to 
the oi)posite side of the Mississippi at Bayou Sara, will render supplies 
very iusecure, if not impossible. I commend this subject to your 
earnest consideration. 
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By tli 0 Atchafalaya all difficulties of this kind are obviated. Sup¬ 
plies of ammunition and provisions are secured 5 a perfect field of opera¬ 
tions is in our possession, and the united forces make the result we 
wish certain. There are insuperable difficulties to encounter on the 
other line from the extent of the operations and the deficiencies of 
transportation. They cannot be too carefully weighed nor too much 
consideration given to the advantages presented by the more southerly 
route. Let me say that all my ideas on the subject have been changed 
by my experience in this campaign. 

Inclosed I send a map indicating the route proposed for co-operation, 
and also our line of march in this campaign.* 

I have the honor, general, to subscribe myself, faithfully, your friend, 

K. P. BANKS, 
Major-General^ Commatiding, 


Ko. 12.] Hdqes. Dept, op the G-tilf, 19th Army Corps, 

0;peloiisaSj May 2,1863. 

General: I returned to this place last night from a brief visit to 
New Orleans upon important matters connected with our future opera¬ 
tions. I have the honor to make the following report of the operations* 
that have taken place since the 25th ultimo: 

Colonel Paine, with his brigade and one section of artillery, was sent 
out on the Plaquemine Brul 6 road, southwest from Opelousas, April 
26, to disperse a considerable force of cavalry reported in that direc¬ 
tion and intending to attack our train. The enemy was found to have 
left, and is reported to have crossed the Mermenton Eiver en route for 
Texas. 

April 27 a report was received from Colonel [S. G.J Jerrard, command¬ 
ing at New Iberia, of a disturbance at Saint Martinville, caused by a 
few white men and a party of negroes, but which was promptly quelled. 

April 28 General Dwight, with his brigade and two sections of artil¬ 
lery, was ordered to fall back to Washington from his position, about 
25 miles in advance of that placed on the Bayou Bceuft road, where his 
rear was much exposed to the attacks of the numerous cavalry of the 
enemy. General Dwight made several partial movements with success, 
greatly alarming and puzzling the enemy. 

April 29 information was receive!?relative to Simmesport, on the Atch¬ 
afalaya. The enemy have left that idace for Alexandria. Koad from 
here to Simmesport reported good. A reconnaissance ^vas made by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Corliss, of the Ehode Island Cavalry, accompanied 
by Lieutenant-Colonel [W. S.] Abert, which was pushed out on the road 
through Chicot ville to the Bayou Cocodrie, a distance ii]>ward of 50 
miles. The eiieuiy had no force on that road except a small ])icket, the 
whole of which was captured. The enemy has a considerable force of 
cavalry on the Bayou Bceuff road, but he has no force to oiler any 
strong resistance to our advance to Alexandria. 

The collection of cotton has been very successful, about 3,500 bales 
having already been collected. 

Two more pieces of artillery have been raised from the wreck of a 
rebel boat near Leonville, making twenty-two guns in all captured from 
the enemy. About six hundred sabers were also recovered. 

One soldier has been shot to death for plundering and pillaging, and 
some others are being tried for the same offense, who will doubtless 
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have to suffer the same penalty. The temptations to j>luiKlcr and pU.- 
lage have been so strong, and the disregard of reiterated orders forbid¬ 
ding it such, that severe measures were indispensable. 

I am, general, VOTy respectfully, your most obedient siMvant, 

’ ® j X- jjj. BANKS, 

Major-General, Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallbok, tit , • a t> 

Qmeral-in-OMsfy Sdgrs. of the A,T7ifiyj Wash'ingfoTiy Jj, 


No. 16.1 Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gulf, 19th Amsj Oorps^ 

^ Opelousas^ La,, May 4, 1863. 

General: On April 20 Butte^-la-Bose was captured by the gun- - 
boats attached to the fleet in this department, orders having been sent 
from these headquarters to make an attack. Prom that date, by some 
unaccountable and unexplained delay, not the slightest effort was made 
to open the Atchafalaya or to penetrate the Courtableau to the head¬ 
quarters of my corps at Opelousas. The first boat that opened the 
Courtableau to Washington was the Cornie, a little transport steamer 
that we had captured from the enemy on that bayou. But for this de¬ 
lay communication would early have been opened with the admiral, 
and my command would have continued its march. 

On the 2d instant communication was opened with Admiral Farragiit 
at the mouth of Bed Eiver, by aid of the gunboat Arizona, Captain 
Upton commanding, accompanied by Captain Dunham, of my staff. 
Copies of my communications to the admiral are inclosed. I solicited 
his co-operation in the movement against Alexandria, the possession of 
Eed Eiver being necessary for the security of our supplies. He had 
been waiting anxiously for two or more boats that had passed the bat¬ 
teries at Vicksburg, but up to this date they had not joined him. He 
feared that he would not receive assistance from that quarter. It ap¬ 
pears that they were engaged in the cannonade upon the batteries at 
Grand Gulf. He said if he could be supported by the gunboats on our 
line he would undertake to move against Alexandria in co-operation 
with the Army. We have made every possible exertion ; have been 
upon the Atchafalaya myself one or tw^o days, to hurry forward the 
boats. Three of them have joined^the admiral. Two others will join 
him at the close of the week, giving him a force suilicient for his pur¬ 
pose, we believe. But I still have hopes that some of Admiral Porter’s 
boats will join him in the expedition. 

He anticipates, as you will see by copies of the dispatches inclosed, 
that Kirby Smith, with a force of 15,000 men, will go down the Black 
Eiver in transports. He will send his boats to the mouth of J^ed Eiver 
to intercept them should they reach him in time. It is quite possible, 
however, for Smith to leave the Washita at Monroe and march to Shieve- 
port or Copenhagen or Harrisonburg on the same stream, and march 
to Alexandria, avoiding thus the mouth of Black Eiver. Could we be 
joined by the force from General Grant of 20,000, which ho could well 
spare if he had transportation for them, and the boats wc have had all 
passed the batteries at Vicksburg, we could permanently hold and con¬ 
trol the entire territory west of the Mississippi; the uliimate and not 
distant evacuation of Port Hudson and Vicksburg would bo certain, 
and the capture of the whole or a part of the force of each fortress ])e 
most probable. I still hope we may adopt the policy of concentrating 
#ur forces. 
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A dispatch received this morning from Baton Eouge announces the 
fact that two regiments of Illinois cavalry (the Sixth and Seventh), 900 
strong, with a battery of artillery, under command of Colonels Grier¬ 
son and Prince, left La Grange, near Memphis, Tenn., and arrived on 
the 2d instant at Baton Eouge, after a march of seventeen days, with 
the loss of only 4 men, destroying large quantities of provisions, burn¬ 
ing many bridges, cars, and engines on the Jackson road, and captur¬ 
ing and paroling 1,600 prisoners. If the colonel would join us at Alex¬ 
andria we could capture the Legislature that commences its session this 
month at Shreveport or compel their adjournment to Texas. 1 shall 
invite him to do so, assuring him in that event he may return, by the 
way of Black Eiver, through Arkansas, Illinois, and Kentucky, to Ten¬ 
nessee. 

My command moves this morning in the directio;i of Alexandria, Gen- 
erarDwights brigade, of Grover’s division, being in the advance. The 
other divisions will move forward to-morrow. The proposed movement 
is to ascertain definitely the strength and purpose of the enemy at 
Alexandria, and to occupy that place or not, as events shall justify. I 
will report to you regularly our progress and results. Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral Emory leaves his division this day, on account of severe illness, 
and goes to New Orleans for twenty days. His division is placed tem¬ 
porarily under the command of Brigadier-General Weitzel, whose bri¬ 
gade in the mean time has been ordered to report to General Dwight, 
in the advance. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

K. P. BANKS, 

Major-Generalj Commanding, 

Major-General Halleck, 

Commander4n-Chief of the Army of the United States, 


[Inclosure liTo. 1.] 

Flag ship Hartfokd, 

Off Red River^ May 1, 1863. 

Major-General Banks: 

Deak General : Two hours before the arrival of tlie Arizona I sent 
the Switzerland up to Grand Gulf to communicate with General Grant 
and Admiral Porter. They are very busy at work on Vicksburg. He 
has sent 1,500 cavalry to break u]) the railroad leading to Jackson. I 
heard of the gunboats at Grand Gulf, and so seat to beg for two iron¬ 
clads to co-operate with you, and hope to have them, but if my gunboats 
come up I will be with you at Alexandria. The\ have deserted Fort 
De Eussy and taken the guns to Alexandria, and say tliey will make 
their stand there. The guns are all removed from Fort I)e Eiissy. We 
saw a man who saw the guns on the boat taking them up; but there is 
a general stampede, and we ought to press on. 1 vill send the gun¬ 
boats to the mouth of Black Eiver, where Kirby Smith is said to be 
gone lip to Arkansas for re-eiiforceinents, and we (*an capture them if 
we get there in time. You say truly, general, that everything is de¬ 
pendent upon time; that is, celerity of moveiiieiit will keep up the 
panic, although I believe tliat General Grant is about to attack the city 
ot* Vicksburg. Still I hope to get one or two iron-clads, Alexandria 
i ^ their great macliine-shop; break them up and they are more injured 
t lian in any other way. If they have time the Webb and other steamers 
will get above the falls. I was going down to communicate with Aldeu 
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to-morrow, but will wait for the gunboats to know that they are going 
up to Black Eiver. 

Wishing you every success, I remain, very truly, yours, 

® D. a. FAEEAGUO:, 

Bear-Admiral. 


[Sub-inolosnre.] 


‘ United States ELAa-Snip Hartpobd, 

Off Bed Biver, May 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, Oonidg. Dept of the Tennessee: 

Deae General : I herewith inclose to yoa a communication brought 
from General Banks by my secretary, who went down past Port Hudson 
in a skifi^ carrying my dispatches to General Banks and the fleet below. 
Its soiled condition Is owing to the secretary's being compelled to carry 
it in his mouth when pursued by the enemy^s pickets on his return to 
this ship across the peninsula. 

General Banks has defeated General Taylor at Pattersonville, on 
the Teche, capturing 2,000 prisoners. Our gunboats captured the 
Queen of the West, Diana, and one other. The Queen was burned, but 
we got her guns. 

The enemy was fleeing before General Banks, who when last heard 
from was at Holmesville, within 30 miles of Alexandria. Xirby Smith 
has gone up to Arkansas for re-enforcements for Taylor, and if I had 
one or two of Admiral Porter’s vessels to send up to the mouth of 
Black River I could capture Kirby Smithes whole fleet. By remaining 
here I prevent iiiem from sending re-enforcements from Port Hudson 
to Alexandria. 

General Banks, learning that the gunboats had passed Vicksburg, had 
calculated on my being able to meet him at Alexandria, and so I will if 
the boats come down to me. I have written a most imploring appeal 
to the admiral for them; otherwise, my time and fuel being nearly ex¬ 
pended, I shall soon have to abandon my post and return to New Orleans. 
The enemy have sent every man that they can spare to Johnston, in 
anticipation of the coming battle between him and Rosecrans. if I 
had obtained the two iron-clads I asked for I would have been, I think, 
this day with General Banks in Alexandria. How it will be now I can¬ 
not tell. 

The enemy has removed the guns of the Indianola from Fort De Russy, 
Red River (where the Queen of the West was captured from us), to 
Alexandria to defend that city. There are no guns between this and 
Alexandria, but this ship draws too much water, and the two small 
boats would be captured by the enemy^s fleet of gunboats and trans- 
perts by boarding. 

I can get no news of General Banks since Monday last. We learn 
through rebel sources that your cavalry has made a raid on the Jack- 
son Railroad. I sincerely hope it is true. 

Very truly and respectfully, 

D. G. FARRAGUT, 

Bear-AdmiraL 


flnclosare X#. 2.] 


Hdqes. Dept, op the Gulp, 19th Army Corps, 
Opelousasy La., May 3, 1863—12 noon. 

Admiral Farrag-tjt : 


Dear Sir : Your dispatch, with copy of that to General Grant, was 
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received yesterday at o p. hj. Captain Dunham left at 1 o’clock to urge 
forward the Beliance and Sachem. Commodore Morris promised me 
these boats should be dispatched immediately to Berwick Bay on April 
28. They must be there. If so, they will join you to-morrow; if not, 
Captain Dunham will find them and push them forward. Commodore 
Moriis promised me to send you a coal transport at once. It is of vital 
importance that we occupy the Bed Biver exclusively to Alexandria. 
Your boats and those at Grand Gulf will accomplish it beyond possi¬ 
bility of failure. I pray God they will send them to you. I cannot 
hold this country alone. Appeal to the boats at Grand Gulf again to 
assist us. If we hold the country west of the Mississippi, as we now 
can, Vicksburg and Port Hudson must fall. We want but the corp6 
that General Grant promised to co-operate with us to do this effect¬ 
ually. 

Butte-4-la-Bose was captured on April 20. Communication with you 
was not opened till May 2. There has been criminal delay in this. 1 
spent twenty-four hours on the Atchafalaya myself to effect it at last. 

I shall move a portion of my corps to Alexandria to-morrow (Monday) 
to ascertain the force and prospects of the enemy, following up with my 
whole force, ready to co-operate with you if you ascend the Bed Biver, 
keeping in communication with you by the Atchafalaya and Opelousas. 
Send me report of what you can or hope to do by the Oornie, that takes 
this dispatch. It is not necessary for Earby Smith to come down to 
the mouth of the Black Biver. He can cross from the Washita by a 
road from Monroe, another at Copenhagen, another at Harrisonburg. 

Very truly, yours, 

N. P. BAKKS, 
Major-Oeneral^ Commanding. 


rinolostire No. 3.] 

Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gulf, 19th Arivtst Corps, 
Opelousas^ La.j May 3, 1863—12 noon. 

Major-General Grant ; 

Dear Sir : If you can forward by the Black Biver the corps men¬ 
tioned in your dispatches we can expel the enemy from Louisiana; and 
holding betwciui us the country west of the Mississippi—you by the 
Tensas and Black and I by the Atchafalaya—Vicksburg and Port 
Hudson must fall. Both depend upon the country west. Can you not 
forward tliese troops now ? It is of the most vital importance that we 
should be strong here now, when the enemy is panic-stricken. 

[ send inforinatiou received here of the movements of Kirby Smith. 
Can you inform me of the forces in Arkansas'? 1 shall move in the 
direction of Alexandria to-morrow morning, to ascertain the enemy’s 
force and intentions in that quarter. This will determine my immedi¬ 
ate movements. 

Very truly, yours, 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major-General^ Co mmanding. 


No. 17.] Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gulp, IOtu Army Corps, 

Opelousas^ La., May 4,1863. 

General: In the progress of this army I have deemed it expedient, 
in orflPT fA -nraTTo-nf ^ - 1 I ■« 
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the rebel Government of all possible means of support, to take posses¬ 
sion of mules, horses, cattle, and the staple products of the country— 
cotton, sugar, and tobacco. I have given the people to understand 
that those who are well-disposed and entitled to the favor of the Gov¬ 
ernment will receive compensation for this property according to its 
value in this country at the time of our arrival, with its restricted mar¬ 
kets and liability to destruction by guerrillas or confiscation by the 
Confederate Government. In round numbers, I may say that 20,000 
beeves, mules, and horses have been forwarded to Brashear City, with 
5,0OO bales of cotton and many hogsheads of sugar. 


Some protests have been received from those assuming to be French 
or English subjects against the possession of this property by the Gov¬ 
ernment of the United States 5 but I have regarded it as a war measure, 
and placed the protests upon file without other response than that I 
Jiave stated above, verbally given to all these parties. 

In the progress of the army I believe it will be expedient to adopt a 
different principle 5 and should we reach Alexandria under circum¬ 
stances that will justify our holding that point for any length of time, 
I propose to announce to the people that the Government of the United 
States will levy a contribution of 50 per cent, upon all the staple prod¬ 
ucts of the country—cotton, sugar, and tobacco; and that, subject to 
this contribution, they will be permitted, without discrimination of per¬ 
sons, to transport their products to the market of Kew Orleans, where 
they may be sold under the supervision of the United States, they re¬ 
ceiving, in the Federal currency, their proportion of the proceeds of 
sale. 1 believe that this policy would loosen from 50,000 to 150,000 
bales of cotton, had we force enough to hold this country for anv length 
of time. The revenue received by the Government of the United States 
would be enormous, the advantage to the people immediate and im- 
l^ortant, enabling them to protect themselves from starvation, which 
will inevitably be upon them within the coming year, and at the same 
time relieve the domestic and foreign manufactories in a great degree 
of the cotton starvation under which they suffer. I am aware that at 
first thought this may seem to be in conflict with the act of confiscation: 
but upon fidl consideration I am satisfied that it does not interfere 
with the policy of the Government. In the first place, it is applicable 
only to perishable property. ISTone of that property can be appropri¬ 
ated to the Government without the consent of the parties m interest, 
as it is possible for them in every instance to destroy it if they will. 
A large portion of it is hidden. Its discovery and transportation re- 
Quire much valuable time, which the army can illy afford. To prevent 
its destruction, and to avoid the difficulties entailed by appro 2 >riating 
our transportation to this purpose, it will be necessary to give* to the 
people possessing it some interest in its preservation aM sale; and this, 
I am confident, will secure both objects. , 

thousand bales would yield to the Government a revenue 
01 ten or twelve million dollars at present prices. If it will yield to 
the people a larger interest than they can obtain from the Confederate 
Government and circulate throughout the State the Federal currency 
ana make them dependent upon our markets for the necessaries of life, 
It will go lax toward reconciling all parties, even the most hostile, to 
the restorafron of the Government. It is problematical, of course, 
Whether such a policy can be initiated, and, if initiated, whkher it will 
be successM. If opportunity offers I shall try the experiment, and 
w the instrucfrons of the Government, if it be thought to be inconsist- 
ent witu Its policy. 
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1 desire to say that thus far in the prog'ress of the army every dol¬ 
lar's worth of property, except that which has been taken by individual 
robbers in money and jewelry, who have been punished summarily 
therefgr, has been scrupulously appropriated to the use of the Govern¬ 
ment. Not a speculator nor a plimderer follows the trail of the army 
and none will be permitted in this campaign. 

I have the gratification of representing in the most unqualified man¬ 
ner the general desire of the people for the restoration of the Union. 
Many thousands would gladly at once renew their obligations to its sup- 
j)ort did I encourage it. Four hundred of our prisoners of war have 
voluntarily taken the oath of allegiance, and there are manifestations 
of various kinds which show that the spirit of the rebellion and the 
supremacy of the Confederacy has passed from the minds of this people. 
There is an excellent opportunity, by a wise and conciliatory policy, to 
realize, in this quarter at least, the most sanguine expectations of the 
President. 

On the march to this point I ordered the arrest of ex-Governor Mou- 
ton, who occupied the gubernatorial chair in 1845 and subsequently. 
He is a man of large influence and intelligence, and has wielded with 
an iron hand his power over the masses of the people in this part of 
the country. He was president of the Convention that declared Louis¬ 
iana to have separated from the Union. His influence is still impor¬ 
tant, and at a time when the sentiment of the people was in transition 
from acquiescence in the Confederate Government to a recognition and 
renewal of their obligations to the Union it seemed important that such 
a man should at leaat be quiet. 1 have therefore ordered him to New 
Orleans in tin* custody of the provost-marshal-general, with instruc¬ 
tions to that officer to ])rovide him comfortable quarters, but not allow 
general intercourse with the people of the city, where he will remain 
uniil farther orders from the Government of the United H/tates. This 
is the only arrest made, except for crime. 

The inclosed dispatch to the Secretary of State 1 heg may he trans¬ 
mitted to his Departjneut.* 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 

Major-General Ualleck, 

Gommander-in Chic/ of the Army of the Uuiced t:yfates. 


Ko. I8.J nj]Ar)QUAiiTEUS Department op tuj: Gulf, 

OjycUnihd,^^ Lc., May 5, 18C3. 

Sir: 1 liavc 1h(‘ Inmor to i(‘])ort that First Lieut. V. S. Sai^eut, act¬ 
ing aide (lc-cant])'of niy staff, whom I sent uj) on llic Coi’iiic, on the 
aflornooii of I lie 3d instant, to cominimicate with Adniiial F<iiiagut, 
reuirncd (‘arly this morning, bringing dispatches irom Admiral l^orter, 
and the gi‘atif\ing inhdligeiice that lie had ca])tnred (Iraiul Gulf; had 
then joiiU‘d Admiral P'arragnt with four iron-clads, and was then about 
to start with his iroii-clads and ours to Alexandria. Grant was on the 
Mississip])i side, above Grand Gulf, with 3C,000 ineu; had had a suc- 
cessiul engagement with the enemy, and was exx)ecting to he re-enforced 
by Sherman {W. T.) to 50,000. 

Admiial Porter brought with him to the lied Fiver the iron clads 
Bern on, Pittsburg, Pi ice, and La Fajctle. Admiral Farragut lias 

» SftA A+‘ ao+A to Stanton M/iv 28.1863. in Series III. 
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already tlie flag-ship Hartford, the gunboat Albatross, and the ram 
Switzerland. Two of our gunboats—^the Estrella and Arizona, which 
I sent up the Atchafalaya—are also with the admiral. 

Our advance inarched on Alexandria yesterday morning and the 
main body moved this morning. I had previously given orders to 
break up our depots on the Teche and Oourtableau, expecting to have 
our communications by the Atchafalaya and Eed Eiver. I anticipate 
but little serious resistance to our advance. Our naval force is suffi¬ 
cient to destroy that of the enemy, who, inferior in numbers and broken 
down in morale^ will not, I think, attempt to make a stand against us. 
If he does we shall beat him. Providence once more smiles upon onr 
arms. 

I have the painful duty of reporting the murder of Oapt. Howard 
Dwight, assistant adjutant-general, serving at these headquarters, by 
a party of guerrillas yesterday afternoon, while riding to the front to 
join the advance. I have ordered Brigadier-General Dwight, com¬ 
manding the advance, to arrest 100 of the white male persons in the 
vicinity of the scene of the murder and to send them to iN'ew Orleans, 
there to be kept in close couflnement as hostages for the delivery of 
tlie assassins into the hands of the military authorities of the United 
States. The people of the neighborhood who harbor and feed these 
lawless men are even more directly responsible for the crimes which 
they commit, and it is by punishing them that this detestable practice 
will be stopped. Eetaliation by executing great numbers of our pris¬ 
oners does not meet the case, for, aside from graver objections, these 
are, in our case, men tired of war and anxious, at the first opportunity, 
to lay down their arms, and in many cases even by taking the oath of 
allegiance, to escape from further service. To retaliate upon them 
would be a greater injury to us than to the enemy, who, indeed, is in. 
the habit of holding out the prospect of maltreatment by us as an in¬ 
ducement to his men not to desert. 


Yery respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

liT. P. BA^TKS, 

^ _ Major-Generah Commandinq. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

General-in-Chiefj Washington^ J). (7. 


[Inclostire.] 


Flag- Ship Benton, May 4, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, 

Comdg. Nineteenth Corps., Dept, of the Gulf: 

General : I shall start from here in an hour for Alexandria, and 
will ^-operate with you with a large force of gunboats. I have just 
letfc Grand Gulf. The batteries there (very heavy ones) fell into our 
hands after a hard fight with the gunboats of five and a half hours. 

General Grant was on the Mississippi side with 36,000 men and much 
artillery. He was driving the rebels before him when I left; had sent 
m 400 prisoners and captured six guns. He had a fight, in which the 
rebels lost many killed and wounded, 

Sherman will pass over into Mississippi in a day or two, and our 
effective force IS or will be 50,000 men. The taking of Vicksburg is a 
mere matter of time. They will likelv evacuate it. 

I remain, respectfully, 

DAVID D. POETEE, 

Acting Bear-Admiral. 
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pelled to send to the superintendent of telegraphs at Kev Iberia for 
translation. I did not ascertain the purport of it until late that night: 

[April 14.] 

To Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks: 

Am concentrating my forces at Grand Gnlf. Will send an army corps to Bayon 
Sara by the 25tb to co-operate with you on Port Hudson. Can you aid me and send 
troops after tbe reduction of Port Hudson to assist me at Yioksburgt 

^ U. S. GRANT, 

Major-General, 

This was without date. I replied early on the following morning 
(May 6), having no means of putting my dispatch in cipher, as follows: 

By the 25th, probably; by the 1st, certainly, I will be there. 

This dispatch I forwarded by steamer to Admiral Farragut, who 
immediately sent it to G-eneral Grant. I inferred from this dispatch of 
General Grant^s that he would postpone his attack upon Vicksburg 
until after the fall of Port Hudson, but Admirals Farragut and Porter 
are both decided in the opinion that he is already moving upon Vicks¬ 
burg; but upon re-examination of the general’s dispatch I do not think 
this possible. If it is the case, the co-operation which I had counted 
upon may fail. However that may be, I shall move from this point 
upon Port Hudson as soon as our transportation and supplies, which 
must be already on the way, reach us through the Atchafalaya. 

The choice is between following the enemy to Shreveport and operat¬ 
ing upon Port Hudson. I regard the latter as offering in all respects 
the most decided advantage, and as within the line of my instructions. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

IT. P. BANKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

General-inrOhief U, 8. Army. 


No. 21.] Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

Alexandria,, May 12,1863. 

General : First Lieutenant Crosby, of my staff*, whom I have sent 
to communicate with the Hartford and General Grant, returned this 
morning with one of General Grant’s aides, whom he met near Natchez, 
bearing the dispatch of which I inclose a copy, I also inclose a copy 
of a dispatch, received at the saftie time, from Captain Palmer, of the 
Navy, commandtug the Hartford. 

From this dispatch of General Grant it is plain that he has abandoned 
all idea of co-operating with me upon Port Hudson until after the fall 
of Vicksburg. In the cipher dispatch received from him at Opelousas, 
a copy of which you will find in No. 20, he said: 

Will send an army corps to Bayon Sara by the 25th to co-operate with yon on Port 
Hndson. ^ 

I replied: 

By the 25th, probably; by the 1st, certainly, I wUl be ther<L 

In his dispatch of the 10th instant the general says: 

It was my mtention, on gaining a foothold at Grand Gulf, to have sent a snfiSoient 
force to Port Hudson to have insured the fall of that place with your co operation, or 
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rather to have co-operated with you to secure that end. Meeting the enemy, how"- 
ever as I did, south of Port Gibson, I followed him to the Big Black, and could not 
afford to retrace my steps. * * * Many days cannot elapse before the battle will 
begin which is to decide the fate of Vicksburg, but it is impossible to predict how 
long it may last. I would urgently request therefore that you join me or send all 
the force you can spare to co-operate in the great struggle for opening the Mississippi 
River. 

It would be utterly impossible for me to join General Grant before 
Vicksburg. I bave not tbe transportation to do so, and if I had, to 
take my men to him would involve, besides the abandonment of our 
trains and all of the negroes, horses, mules, cotton, and supplies that 
we have collected in this country, the probable loss of Xew Orleans in 
any event, and its certain fall in case of disaster to us above. I cannot 
leave Port Hudson and Mobile in my rear. 

Had General Grant aided me to take Port Hudson, our forces united 
could have compelled the fall of Vicksburg sooner than I think he will 
be able to do it alone, and an operation which is now uncertain would 
have been rendered certain. 

As Grant’s troops are not to be at Bayou Sara I cannot get transpor¬ 
tation enough to cross my trains at that point. After reaching the 
Mississippi opposite Bayou Sara with a force which, reduced by the 
immense and incessant marches we have made and would have still to 
make, would then be inferior to that of the enemy, my only chance 
would be to cross the river with five days’ rations, and endeavor to 
establish communications with Baton Eouge. We should have to place 
everything,upon remote contingencies, which failing would destroy us. 

I am reluctantly forced to the conclusion that there is now only one 
thing left us—to retrace our steps to 'Baton Eouge over the 400 miles 
that we have come and to operate upon Port Hudson unaided. I shall 
do that at once. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

]Sr. P. BAJNKS, 
Major-General^ Gomonanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

General-in-Chiefs Washingtons B, 0- 

[ Inclosure Ho. 1.] 

Headquarters Department of tue Tennessee, 
Uocky Springs^ Miss.s May 10, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf: 

General: My advance will occupy to-day Utica, Auburn, and a 
point equally advanced toward the Mississipj)! Southern Eailroad be¬ 
tween tbe latter ])lace and the Big Black. It was my intention, on 
gaming a foothold at Grand Gulf, to have sent a sufficient force to Port 
Hudson to bave insured the fall of that place with your co-operation 
or rather to have co-operated with you to secure that end. 

Meeting the enem>, however, as I did, south of Port Gibson, I fol¬ 
lowed him to the Big Black, and could not afibrd to retrace my steps. 
I also learned, and believe the information to bo reliable, that Port 
Hudson is almost entirely evacuated. This may not be true, but it is 
the concurrent testimony of deserters and contrabands. 

Many days cannot elapse before the battle will begin which is to 
decide the fate of Vicksburg, but it is impossible to predict how long 
it mav T wmilrl nro-pritlv rennest therefore that voii ioin me or 
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send all the force you can spare to co-operate in the great struggle for 
opening the Mississippi River. 

My means of gaining information from Port Hudson are not good, but 
I shall hope, even hetbre this reaches Baton Rouge,- to hear of your 
forces being on the way here. 

Grierson’s cavalry would be of immense service to me now, and if at 
all practicable for him to join me I would like to have him do it at 
once. 

For fear of this accidentally falling into the hands of the enemy I 
will not commnnicate to you my force. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ . U. S. GRANT, 

Major-General. 


[Inolosure Ko. 2.1 


United States Steamer Hartford, 

Off Bed Biver, May 11, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf: 

My Dear General: The admiral, as you are aware, has left me in 
command here and gone down to liTew Orleans. I have also four gun¬ 
boats with me 5 two of them, the Arizona and Switzerland, are up the 
river, and the Albatross and Estrella are with me. Your aide, Lieu¬ 
tenant Crosby, will tell you of our affairs here. It is very certain that 
there are not over 10,000 men at Port Hudson, and from many sources 
we hear that they are about to evacuate 5 that they have already, we 
hear, sent away two of their heaviest guns and are very much strait¬ 
ened in provisions. A demonstration upon them would, I think, insure 
their evacuation. 

It seems now that General Grant can send you no re-enforcements. 
If you intend coming down, and I can be of any assistance, I will cheer¬ 
fully remain to assist in the attack upon Port HudsoM 5 but if tliis be 
not' your intention for the present, I shall within the coining fort¬ 
night run the blockade some favorable night and join the ffeet below, 
as the admiral is very anxious for me to come down. 

I send you seven refugees, who are very anxious to join your urin,>. 
They are very violent Union men, and may lie of some service to >011 
as pioneers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serva,nt, 

JAW. W. PALM Bit, 

Commodore. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, IOth Army Corps, 
Alexandria^ La.^ May 12, 1863. 

General : A dispatch received this morning from Major-Geiuu'al 
Grant, dated at Auburn, May 10 , requests me to join him at Vi(*ksburg. 
I regret to say it is out of my power to do so. 1 have neither land nor 
water transportation which will enable me to move my command up 
the river, or on the other side of the river, in time or in force to be of 
service to him. This movement, if it were practicable, would leave all 
my trains and stores to the enemy^s cavalry, the entire fruits of this 
campaign, and uncover New Orleans to the enemy in case of disaster. 
But I would hazard all risks if it were within human power to accom- 



OHiJp. xxvn.! 


OPERATIONS IN WEST LOUISIANA. 


317 


plish the junction of forces at that point, for I am perishing to see a con¬ 
centration of our armies against the strong places of the enemy. 

I inclose a copy of my answer to Gener^ Grant upon this subject. I 
have also the honor to inclose a copy of a letter addressed to the Sec¬ 
retary of State,* which it was my intention should pass through your 
ofS.ce, but which possibly may have been sent direct by mail to its 
address. 

I believe the enemy to be concentrating a force from Arkansas of 
some 6,000 or 7,000 men and a small column from Texas at Shreveport 
to strengthen General Taylor. The troops from Arkansas will move 
from the Arkansas Eiver, by the way of Monroe, to Shreveport, possibly 
to follow the lied Eiver down to Grand Ecore, 4 miles above NTatchi- 
toches, where they propose to fortify. 

My advance is nearly 6(hmiles above Alexandria at this time. The 
truth of this report we shall very soon know. It is not practicable for 
me to follow the retreating enemy to Shreveport. I do not know that 
anything is left me but to direct my forces against Port Hudson with 
what success I may have. 1 hope to be able to communicate my move¬ 
ments by the next steamer. 

Captain Palmer, commanding the ship Hartford, has notified me that 
the admiral directs him to remove his fieet below Port Hudson, which 
would add to the difficulty of any effort I might make to join General 
Grant at Vicksburg. I have urged the admiral to countermand this 
order for the present, and hope it may be done. 

I have the honor to remain, with sincere respect, your obedient serv¬ 


ant. 


27. P. BAITKS; 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Major-General Halleok, 

Commander-in-Ohief U. S, Army^ Washington^ J>. 0. 


[Inolosiire.] 

Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gulf, IOth Army Corps, 
Alexandria^ La., May 12, 1863—8 a. m. 

Major-General Grant, 

Commanding JE'orces before Yicicshurg: 

General : Your dispat(ih of the 10th instant 1 received by the hand of 
Captain [H. A.] Differs this morning at 0.30. I regret to say that it is 
impossible for inc to join you at Vicksburg in time or with force to be oi* 
service to you in any immediate attack. I have neither water nor land 
transportation to nialce the movement by the river or by land. Tlu^ 
utmost 1 can accomxdish is to cross for the purpose of operating with 
you against Port Hudson. I could cross my infantry and artillery 
without transiiorlation, receiving supplies from Baton Eouge, in the 
rear of Port Jliidson. That is the utmost I can accomplish on the 
other side of llie Mississippi above Port Hudson. Were it within the 
range of human power I should join you, for I am dying with a kind 
of vanishing hojie to see two armies acting together against the strong- 
places of the enemy. But I must say, without qualifications, that the 
means at my disposal do not leave me a shadow of a chance to accom¬ 
plish it. I have been making preparations to join your corps at Bayou 
Sara, and tliough this would have laid all my trains and supplies open 
to the enemy^s cavalry 1 shouhl have risked it. 

^Probably that of May 4. 
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We believe that a force of about 7,000 of the enemy has left Arkansas 
Eiver to join Kirby Smith at Shreveport, leaving the Washita at Pine 
Bluff, near Monroe^ then to come down the Eed Eiver to Grand Ecore, 
above Katchitoches, where they are fortifying in strong position. There 
is undoubtedly.a Texan column on the road to join them. My advance 
is now 60 mnes above Alexandria. The only course for me, failing in 
co-operation with you, is to regain the Mississippi and attack Port 
Hudson or to move against the enemy at Shreveport. Port Hudson 
is reduced in force, but not as you are informed. It has now 10^000 
men and is very strongly fortified. This is the report of Admiral Par- 
ragut, whose fleet is above and below the works. 

I regret very much my inability to join you. I have written Colonel 
Grierson that you desire him to join you, and have added my own 
request to yours. Captain Ulffers goes to Baton Eouge to communicate 
with him. • 

Wishing you all possible success, and feeling that you have all the 
prayers of our people, I have the honor to be, with sincere respect, 
your obedient servant, 

K. P. BANKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquabtees Depaetment op the Gulp, 

Alecoandria^ La., May 13, 1863. 

Contrary to my dispatches of yesterday, thorough reconnaissances 
made by Major Houston and Lieutenant Harwood satisfy me that it is 
possible for my command to ioin General Grant at Vicksburg * I shall 
make every sacrifice and hazard everything to accomplish this object 
with the least possible delay, believing that the concentration of our 
armies is the vital point necessary for the success of our cause. 

My command will move to Simmesport to-day^juaking that the basis 
of our operations, and hope to reach Grand Gulf by the aid of such 
transports as we can command and the naval vessels now in the Mis¬ 
sissippi. 

Brigadier-General Weitzel, in command of the division on the Shreve¬ 
port road (nearly 70 miles above Alexandria), reports that the retreat¬ 
ing forces of the enemy is reduced to about 1,200 men and that the 
expectation of an increase of their forces from Arkansas and Texas 
has no substantial foundation. This relieves our apprehension hitherto 
entertained from that quarter. I send this by telegraph to reach the 
mail steamer. 

We hear reports that the force from General Hunter^s command is 
on its way and hoi>e it is true. It will relieve our fears as to New 
Oi leans. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 

• Major-General, Commanding. 

Major-General Halleck, Washington, D. C. 


[For General Banks’ report, covering operations December 16, 1862- 
July 8, 1863, see Series I, Vol. XXYLJ 

'>(‘0 also Banks to Farragut and Giaiit saiuc date in. Correspondence, etc.,” post. 
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Bettim of Casualties vi the Union forces engaged at Fort Bislcmd (Bethel Flaee or Bayou 
Teolie)j La.y April 12-13,1863. 

[Compiled from nominal lists of oosoalties, Tetnxns, &c.] 


Ceomuknd. 


Killed. 


Woimded. i 


12tli Connecticnt Infanto. 

Ist Indiana Heavy Artillery. 

1st Lonisiana Cavalry .. 

Maine Liglit Artillery, 1st Battery. 

Massaclmsetts Light Artillery, 6th Battery- 

Slat Massachusetts Infantry. 

38tU Massachusetts Infantry. 

53(1 Massachusetts Infantiy. 

8lh New Hampshire Infantiy.. 

New York Light Artillery, 18th Battery..., 

75th New York Infantry. 

114th New York Infantry.. 

133d New York Infantry.. 

150th New York Infantiy.. 

160th New York Infantry. 

173d New York Infantry. 

175th Now York Infantry. 

8th Vermont Infantry... 

4th ’Wisconsin Infantry.. 

Ist H. S. Artillery, Battery A.. 

Ist IT, S. Artillery, Battery P. 


!total 


37 


Officers kiUed.--Cs,'pt. Samuel Gault, Thirt:^-eighth Massachusetts; Lieut. George G. Nutting, Pifly- 
thiid Massachusetts; Lieut. John T. Preer, One hundred and Pifty-sixth New York. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces engaged at Irish Bend, La., April 14, 1863. 

[Compiled fiom nominal lists of casualties, returns, See.] 


Killed. 


"Wounded. 


Captured | 
or missing. 


Command. 



13tli Connecticut Iiilantry- 

25th Connect ient In la 11 try -- 

22d Maine Infantry. 

2Utii Maine Infantry. 

Olfit New Yoi Ic lulantrv .... 

131st New York Jnfiintiy. 

15fltli Now Yolk Infantiy .... 
2(1 C. S. Artilleiy, Battery G 

Total. 


p 

a> 

a 

o 

1 ^ 
I w 


' til 

I ^ 


7 

4 1 

43 1 ... 

1 

54 

7 


72 . . 

' io 

96 


5 1 

1 


1 

]1 


48 

_ 

61 

2 

1 1 

10 , . . 


13 



3 1 ... 

1 

3 

*15 

’r> 


...1 20 

117 

1 



1 . 

8 




43 

17 

257 .... 

, , uo 

353 


f- t; aol S. Hayden and Lieut ■Raniel P Dewey, Twputv-flftli Coimooticut; 

Di . I li. '■ M" ‘r Lieuts.'Uolx 1 ! D Luniioj), Joliii W. Manley, and lJ\i<)uK Lockwood, 
Oi . -New Yoi k 
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No. 2. • ' . 

Eeport of Brig. Oen, Richard Arnold^ U. 8. Army^ CMqf of' Artillery 
Nineteenth Arncy Vorps^ of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

Office Chief of Aety., Hdqes. 19th Aemy Ooeps, 

Ojpelousas^ Lw.^ April 23, 1863. 

Colonel: In compliance witli Special Orders, No. 100, from Head¬ 
quarters of the Department, of the 21st instant, I have the honor to 
present the following report of the operations of the artillery of this 
command, which came directly under my observation, from the time of 
its departure from Brashear City up to its arrival at this place, but 
more especially the part it performed in the engagement of the 12th 
and 13th instant at Fort Bisland and the enemy^s intrenchments: 

The main column, consisting of G-eneral Emory^s division, to which 
Captain Duryea’s battery, Company F, First TJ. S. Artillery, and Brad¬ 
bury’s First Maine, under command of Lieutenant Haley, were attached, 
and General Weitzel’s brigade, with Captain Bainbridge’s company (A), 
First U. S. Artillery, Carruth’s Sixth Massachusetts Battery, and a re¬ 
serve of heavy artillery, of four 30-pounder and four 20-pounder Par¬ 
rotts, and two 12-poun(3er rifled guns, manned by the Twenty-first In¬ 
diana Artillery, under Col. J. W. McMillan, and the Eighteenth New 
York Battery, of four 20-pouader Parrotts, under Captain Mack, crossed 
Berwick Bay on the 10th instant. 

General Grover’s di\ision,.to which Captain Closson’s company (L), 
First tr. S. Artillery, Ninis’ Second Massachusetts Battery, and Jjieu- 
tenant Eodgers’ company (C), Second T7. S. Artillery, were attached, 
formed an independent command, and moved by water from Brashear 
City to Grand Lake and disembarked at Indian Bend. 

The inclosed report of each commander will show the part performed 
by each battery of this command until their arrival at New Iberia, as 
also the report of the division commander. 

The main column moved from Berwick City on the 11th instant, and, 
with the exception of skirmishing with the enemy, nothing of impor¬ 
tance occurred until 4 p. in, on the 12th instant, Avhen Oajitaiii Bain- 
bridge’s battery, in advance, became seriously engaged near tlie <mcmy’s 
line of intrenchments, and, although exposed to a severe tire from their 
batteries, nobly maintained his position until near dark, but not without 
considerable loss. 

On the following morning, the 13tli instant, the heavy artillery were 
disposed for the attack as follows: Two 30-pounder Parrotts were posted 
on our extreme left, having a direct fire on the general line of intreiicli- 
ments, an oblique fire on what appeared to me to be the key of their 
position, and a bearing on the gunboat Diana, just visible in ]K)sition 
along the bank of the liver, with her guns trained to command tiie right 
fiankof our approach. The third and fourth shots fiom this battery, 
'at a distance of over 2,000 yards, comijletely disabled tlie Diana and 
forced her to retire up the river out of range, and she was not engaged 
again during the day. 

Two 12-pounder rifled guns, under command of Captain Cox, Twenty- 
first Indiana Artillery, were placed in the left center until late in the 
afternoon, when they were advanced to the front and attached to Gen¬ 
eral Weitzel’s brigade and performed most excellent service. 

The Eighteenth New York Battery, under Captain Mack, was first 
posted in the right center, but subsequently moved to the front and 
attached to Paine’s brigade at the request of General Emory. In this 
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last position, it performed most admirable service, and delivered its fire 
'vrith astonishing accuracy and effect under a galling, direct, and cross¬ 
fire from the enemy, sUencing the battery in its front in a very short 
time. Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon this command in this 
their first engagement. 

Two 20-pounder Parrott guns were also placed on the right, and did 
good service against the eneiny^s heavy gun in front and a battery on 
the opposite bank of the bayou. 

There were also held in reserve, and placed in the most advanta¬ 
geous position on the river bank, two 30-ponnder and two 20-pounder 
Parrotts, to watch the movements of the Diana and to protect the 
flanks, resting on both banks of the river. 

For the conduct of the First Maine Battery, on the opposite side of 
the river, I must refer you to Colonel Gooding’s report and the accom¬ 
panying report of the battery commander. 

At 10 a. m. the fire of the heavy artillery became general throughout 
the line on the right bank of the river, directed at all parts of the 
enemy’s line, and continued, with slight intermission, owing to a cessa¬ 
tion on the part of the enemy and the frequent changes of the light 
batteries, for seven hours with accuracy and effect, as the number of 
dead horses, dismantled guns, in the rear of the enemy’s works and 
the number of wounded with cannon shot in the hospital at Franklin 
attest. 

All of the light batteries were attached to the columns of attack and 
under the direct orders of their respective commanders. To them and 
the accompanying reports of each captain would I respectfully refer for 
the conduct of their commands and the effect of their fire. 

I cannot close this report without expressing my great acknowledg¬ 
ments to First Lieut. J. S. Crosby, First TJ. S. Artillery, my assistant, 
for his invaluable services in posting and superintending the heavy 
batteries on the left and right. To him also must be attributed in 
great part the creditable conduct of the Eighteenth New York Bat¬ 
tery, under whose untiring zeal and industry it has in the short period 
of three months been brought to so high a state of efficiency. 

Herewith I inclose a list of the casualties in the artillery up to the 
present time.* 

■WounUeil: Ofllcers, 1; jirivates, 20; total,27. Killed: Privates,6. Grand total, 33. 


Battery. 

Horses. 

Carriages. 

• 

Remarks. 

Balled. 

Wounded. 

Injured. 

Lest 

A, Ist Light Artillery. 


10 

2 



5 




1 q4*. ___ 



1 

1 

Upset in crossing river. 

13' 1 At ^ - 

2 


1 


1 'XTrtTTT' i.r 

1 

1 





2 

1 










I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BIOBEABB ABNOLD, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff. 

Lieut. Col. Eiohaed B. Iewht, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Nineteenth Army Corps. _ 


21 K E—^VOL XY 


Nominal list omitted. 
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No. 3. 

B&Dort of Oapt William W. Garruth^ Sixtli Massachusetts Battery^ of 
engagement at Fort Bisland, 

Headquartees Sixth Massachusetts Battery, 

Gamp^ mar Opelousas^ La.^ April 21,1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on Saturday, April 11, this bat¬ 
tery, under my command, in the brigade of General Godfrey Weitzel, 
commenced its march from Berwick City. One section of the battery 
was in advance with the cavalry during a portion of that day. 

On Sunday afternoon the battery stationed in the open field engaged 
the intrenched guns of the enemy and the gunboat Diana. Having 
been engaged for about one hour, I was ordered to fall back out of 
range of the enemy^s guns, and remained for the night. Two horses 
were killed, and one caisson, afterward repaired, was put hors de 
comlat. 

Monday I again moved to the front, and after some firing about the 
center of the line was ordered to the extreme left, and there engaged 
the guns of the jenemy. The firing was quite severe; ours, as near 
as I could judge, quite accurate and effective. We remained in this 
position till near the close of the day, when, for want of ammunition, I 
was ordered to the rear. 

During the night the ammunition-chests were replenished, and early 
Tuesday morning 1 moved, in company with Captain Bainbridge, to 
the head of the column, in pursuit of the retreating enemy. Since 
then there have been one or more guns daily with the advance guard, 
enjoying an occasional shot at the rear guard of the enemy. 

The following are the losses of the battery: Killed, Private John B. 
Mansfield, April 13; wounded, Privates Frank A. Gushee (slightly), 
[Ferdinand] Buchler (slightly), and Stanley (slightly). Three horses 
killed. 

Credit is due to First Lieut. John F. Phelps and Second Lieut. Frank 
Bruce for bravery and gallantry in the discharge of their duties. 

Orderly Sergeant Wachter was in charge of a section during the 
actions and march, and behaved with gallantry. 

The conduct of the non-commissioned oflicers and men was merito¬ 
rious in the extreme. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, 

W. W. CABlHJTn, 

• Captain Sixth Massachusetts Battery. 

Brig. Gen. Biohard Arnold, Chief of Artillery. 


No. 4. 

Report of Gapt, Albert (?. Machj Bighteenth New YorJc Battery^ of engage¬ 
ment at Fort Bisland. 

Headquarters EienTEENTn New York Battery, 

Opelousas, La., April 21, 1803. 

Sir : In accordance with Special Orders, No. 100,1 submit to you the 
following report of my battery during the engagement of April 12 and 
13, near Pattersonville: 

1 was ordered, about 11 a. m., April 12, by Brigadier-General Arnold, 
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chief of artillery, to take a position on the right of the road, which was 
our line of inarch, and shell a sugar-house and the wood in rear, situ¬ 
ated on the banks of the Teche, to protect a pontoon bridge that was 
being thrown across this bayou at that point. I opened fire and fired 
several shots without obtaining any reply from the enemy, but dislodged 
some guerrillas stationed in a small building, from whence they were 
annoying the troops at work on the bridge. T was then ordered by 
Brigadier-General Arnold to come into position at a point about 150 
yards nearer the main road and in rear of my former position, which I 
did, but did not come into action. I was soon after ordered from the 
field to resume line of march. 

About 4 p. m. I was ordered by Brigadier-General Arnold to take st 
position between the bank of the bayou and the main road and about 
1,800 yards from the enemy’s earthworks. As soon as in position I 
was ordered with one piece to a position about 400 yards farther to 
the front to engage the Diana, and remained in action until the army 
retired for the night. 

I was ordered on the 13th, at about 7.30 a. m., by Brigadier-General 
Arnold to report to Brigadier-General Paine and occupy a position to 
be designated by him. I was ordered by him to come into battery, my 
right i)iece resting in the road about 250 yards below the house burned 
by the enemy, opposite the sugar-house, on the right of the road. I 
was here ordered by General Paine to open fire on the enemy directly 
in front, and I drew the fire of the enemy’s battery in front, the gun¬ 
boat Diana, and of a battery of tbe enemy on the opposite side of the 
bayou. I remained in action about two hours, when the enemy ceased 
firing. I was then ordered to the rear to replenish ammunition, having 
expended about 400 rounds. Was next ordered by General Emory to 
again report to General Paine, and he ordered me to a position just 
through the grove and about 500 yards in front of my former position 
and nearer th(‘ enemy’s eartliworks. I here opened on the enemy and 
drew their tire from a battery in front behind the earthworks, a bat¬ 
tery on tbe left near the w'ood, and a battery situated on the opposite 
side of the bayou to the right. I remained in action about one hour, 
when I was ordered by General Paine to retire. Was again ordered 
by General Arnold to send one section back to tbe same position, which 

I did, iin(l(T the connnand of Sergeant -, Com])auy F, liegular 

Army. They remained in action about fifteen minutes, when they were 
again ordered to reliri* by General Paine. Was then ordered to a 
position for tlie night on tlie left of the battle-field and near the wood, 
about 500 yards in roiir of the position oecupied by Baiubridge’s bat¬ 
tery during t he day. 

The casualties ofthe day are as follows: Private Daniel W. Bunnell, 
slightly wounded in shoulder; Private Edward D. Mann, severely 
wounded in l<‘g, and a private (name unknown) of tlm One hundred 
and fourteenth Jh‘ginient New York Volunteers inoitally wounded 
while carrying amniuiiirn)u for my guns. One horse killed and one 
wounded. 

My whole command behaved nobly; not a man l(‘ft liis i>ost during 
the day. J have 07 roumls of ammunition i)er pu*c(‘ and my battery is 
now ready and ])io|)(‘rly equit)]M‘d for ser\ ice. 

I am, mo^t resnecdfully, \our obedient servant, 

A. G. MACK, 

Captain EUjhiecath Kew Yorlz Battery. 

Captain Duuyea, 

Chief of Arty.^ Maj, Qeu, Emorfs Biv.^ IWi Army Corps. 
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No. 5. 

. R^orta of Brig. &en, Godfrey Weitzel^ U. 8. Army^ commanding Second 
Brigade^ First Division, of operations April 2-May 11. 

w Hdqes. 2d BEia., 1 st Div., Dept, of the Gulf, 

Above Opelousas, La., April 23,1863. 

'Sie: I have the honor to submit a report of the recent operations of 
my brigade: 

I left Bayou Bceuff on the night of the 2d instant for Brashear City 
and encamped until the 9th, when I crossed Berwick Bay. There I 
•bivouacked in line of battle until Saturday, the 11th. 

Immediately after crossing I sent a reconnaissance, under Captain 
Hubbard, my assistant adjutant-general, consisting of Perkins^ and 
Williamson^s cavahy and a section of Bainbridge’s batteiy. The enemy 
was discovered with artillery about 4 miles off, with pickets to within 
about 1 mile of my position. 

On Saturday, April 11, at 12 m., I moved, by order, skirmishing with 
the enemy all the vay, and bivouacked in line of battle above Patter- 
sonville. 

On Sunday, the 12th, at about 11 a. m., moved forward against the 
enemy’s position, skirmishing all the way. I arrived within range of 
their guns at about 4 p. m. They opened a little later from their works 
and the gunboat Diana. I immediately replied with my artillery, Bain- 
bridge’s battery on my right in the road and Oarruth’s battery near 
my left. I directed my infantry to lie down for protection. The enemy’s 
fire was quite severe. My artillery replied with fine effect. At about 
dusk I fell back out of range by order, and bivouacked in two lines on 
the left of Paine’s brigade, of Emory’s division. 

On Monday, April 13, again advanced to within rifle range of the 
enemy’s works, and engaged him with my artillery and skirmishers in 
front, and at the same time endeavored to turn his right flank with the 
Seventy-fifth New York, supported by One hundred and fourteenth 
New York. Tins attempt failed in consequence of the impassable 
nature of the wood. I therefore ordered these two regiments to fall 
back to the edge of the wood in line perpendicular to my front, to 
prevent any movement on the part of the enemy to turn my left flank. 
He was, however, splendidly repulsed by the Seventy-fifth and One 
hundred and fourteenth. My artillery and skirmishers in front did 
splendid execution, and compelled the enemy not only to expose his 
whole force of infantry, but also to work his guns with caution. About 
dusk I was ordered to fall back a slight distance and bivouac for the 
night. I did this. 

Next morning at daylight advanced, by order, on the enemy’s works, 
and found them deserted. Pushed on ahead, and soon came upon the 
enemy’s rear guard, which consisted of two or three pieces of artillery 
and a few cavalry. Passed through Franklin and bivouacked for the 
night about 1 mile beyond. 

Marched the next morning at 6 o’clock on New Iberia, skirmishing 
all the way, and bivouacked for the night about 1 mile below Jeane- 
rette. 

Marched again the next morning at 6 o’clock, skirmishing all the way, 
and bivouacked about 2 miles above New Iberia. 

Moved on again the next morning at 6 o’clock without any skirmish¬ 
ing, passed through Saint Martinville, and bivouacked about 5 miles 
from Yermillion Bayou. 
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Started next morning and marched to within about 1 mile of Vermill¬ 
ion Bridge, and rested for the day. 

Next morning at 6 o^clock meved on Opelousas; passed Ihiongh 
Yermillionville, skirmishing nearly all the way, and bivouacked J'or the 
night just beyond Oarrion Crow Bayou. 

NText morning, Monday, the 20th, moved on again at 6 o’clock; 
passed through Opelousas, and encamped in my present position. 

Throughout the whole expedition all of my officers and men behaved 
in the most meritorious manner. I did not see a single case of shirking. 
A portion of my command being a distance off on detached duty I will 
make a supplementary-report, mentioning those officers and men who 
are reported, and who I think deserve special mention. 

I send herewith a full list of killed and wounded.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZBL, 

Brigadier-Generalj J7. S. Vols., Oomdg. Brigade, 

Lieut. Col. Richard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ JD^artment of the Gulf. 

'Headquarters United States Forces, 

Forty-one miles beyond Alexandria^ at Lawson^s Ferry, 

May 11,1863—12 m. 

Sir : Our cavalry is at this point. We have captured the rear guard 
of the enemy —2 officers and 25 men. The ferry is broken down, but 
we are using all efforts to construct a bridge at this point 250 feet long. 
If we accomplish this, in fourteen hours we shall cross this force and 
attack the enemy, who is at this moment attempting to cross another 
ferry, about 18 miles from this point, with a train of over 300 wagons. 
We shall march all night if necessary to accomplish this result. Our 
information justifies this. We have sent a reconnaissance with a staff 
officer to the second ferry, that we may positively ascertain the facts. 
This reconnoitering force crossed the ferry in a flat-boat. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WBITZBL, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding U. 8, Forces. 

p. g.—^Why did not the gunboats come up and communicate with 
me ? In that case we probably could have captured all their artillery 
and wagon train. 

Very respectfully, 

G. WEITZEL, 
Brigadier- General, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Irwin, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


m. 6 . 

B^ort of Ideut. Fdmund E. Bussell, Ninth Pennsylvania Infantry {Penn¬ 
sylvania Reserve Corps), Acting Signal Officer, 

Headquarters Signal Corps, 

New Orleans, La., July 28,1863. 

Sir : In obedience to orders, I have the honor to report the signal 

* Embodied in revised statement,p. 319. Loss oi the biigade aggregated 12 kiUed 
and 58 wounded. 
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duty performed by me during the operations of the Army of the Gulf 
upon the Bayou Techc, Western Louisiana, in the month of April, 
1863. On the 8th of April, 1863, 1 was ordered to Brashear City by 
Oapt. W. W. Eowley, acting chief signal oidcer. 

On the 9th of April, 1863,1 reported to Brigadier-General Weitzel, 
upon the gunboat Calhoun, whence I communicated with Second Lieut. 
F. D. Butterfield, acting signal ofBcer (upon the depot of the Opelousas 
Eailroad at Brashear City), and Second Lieut. John W. Dana, acting 
signal officer, stationed on the gunboat Clifton. 

The Calhoun immediately crossed Berwick Bay to Berwick City. 
While on the passage I sent the following messages: 

To lieutenant Batterfi^d. 


All right. 


To Lieutenant Dana. 


WEITZEL. 


Follow with the Laurel Hill. 


WEITZEL. 


To Lieutenant Butterfield. 

Hurry up the Clifton and Laurel Hill. 

WEITZEL. 

The troops disembarked at Berwick City, whence I communicated 
with Lieutenant Butterfield, acting signal omcer, across Berwick Bay, 
the distance between the stations being nearly a mile. 

To General Weitzel 


Detach a company of cavalry to return here and report to General Grover. 

R. B. IRWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

To Colonel Irwin 


Have no cavalry here. 

WEITZEL. 


To General Weitzel. 
Send it back as soon as it returns. 


What does it mean ? 


To Colonel Irwin. 


To Geneial WeitzeL 

Cavalry; hut it has reported. 


To General Weitzel. 


R. B. IRWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


WEITZEL. 


R. B. IRWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Send Clifton over if possible. 


R. B. IRWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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To Colosel Irwin. 

All right; soon as unloaded. 

WEITZEL. 


To Colonel Irwin. 

Send a boat to carry a regiment over the bayou. 

To General WeitzeL 

What stream or bayou ? 


To Colons Irwin. 


April 10, 1863. 


WEITZEL. 


E. B. IKWIN. 


General Emory desires orders for Major Eobinson and his cavalry. 


Head of column has passed. 


To Colonel Irwin. 


EMOEY. 


On the 11th of April I received orders to report to Brigadier-General 
Emory, whoso division was then on the march to Pattersonville, La. 
On the afternoon of April 12 oar forces attacked the enemy, who were 
behind intrenchments at Camp Bisland, a few miles above Patterson- 
ville, La. These fortifications extended on both sides of the Bayou Teche. 

On the morning of April 13 I was ordered to report to Col. O. P. 
Gooding, who commanded the for6es upon the northern bank, and at 
once opened communication with Lieut. John A. Vance, acting signal 
officer, who was stationed with the forces upon the southern bank. We 
remained in almost constant communication until dark, when the en¬ 
gagement closed. 

My records of the messages transmitted were lost during the subse¬ 
quent march of the Army of the Gulf to Alexandria, La. We main¬ 
tained communication between the troops on both sides of the Bayou 
Teche, directed certain artillery fire from guns which poured a heavy 
stream of shot and shell from the south bank of the bayou into the 
enemy’s works upon the north bank, and transmitted orders for the 
disposition of troops, with information as to the support which was 
afforded them. It was of the utmost importance that Colonel Gooding 
should be informed of the movements of the (iommanding officer upon 
the south bank, and this duty was successfully discharged. Lieut. 
Jolm A. Vance, acting signal officer, was much exposed during this 
battle to a murderous fire of grape, which the enemy threw at the bat¬ 
tery wdth which l>e w^as stationed. Tie rendered brave and valuable 
seiviee. Private James E. Shidle, Company G, Ninth Pennsylvania, 
Eeserve Corps, and lh’ivat(‘ George N. {Simmons, Company I, {Second 
Ehode Island Volunteers, deserve official mention for the courage and 
steadiness with which they carried my flag under fire. 

1 remained with Colonel Gooding’s conimaud until the li7th of April, 
when I reported to Lieut. John A. Vance, at lieadipiarters Major-Gen¬ 
eral Banks, at Opelousas, La. No more signal duty was done by me 
upon that inarch. 

I was ordered to proceed to New Orleans on the loth of May, where 
I remained until the 23d of May. On that day 1 left New Orleans for 
Port Iludsou, La. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. EU{SSBLL, 

Firat Lieut^ Ninth Fa.^ Res, Corps, and Acting l:^ig7ial Officer. 

Lieut. Geoege E. Heebeet, Adjutant Signal Corps, 
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Bemort of Oarpt. Mmund 0. Bainbridge, Fifth JJ. 8. Artillery, command- 

irng Battery A, First U. 8. Artillery, of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

Abtilleet Camp, kbae Opelousas, La., 

April 22, 1863. 

Sie: I have the honor to report that at 4 o'clock on the evening of 
April 12 Light Battery A, First Artillery, was, by direction of Briga¬ 
dier-General Weitzel, placed in position on the right of the line, and 
opened fire upon one of the enemy’s batteries, at a distance of about 
800 yards, with good effect. About fifteen minutes after the firing 
commenced we received the fire of a portion of a battery on the left 
bank of the Teche, the steamer Diana, and one 24-pounder directly in 
front. By this fire one limber was dismounted and the drivers and 
horses of another disabled. The battery remained in this position 
until the line fell back for the night. In order to save my pieces two 
caisson bodies were left on the field, but were afterward recovered and 
repaired. 

On the morning of the 13th the battery moved forward on the right 
of the brigade and engaged the enemy’s batteries on their left and cen¬ 
ter. That on the left was soon silenced, and our fire was directed to 
their right. The fire of our guns appeared to be effective. After dark 
the battery was ordered to the rear lor ammunition. 

Early Tuesday morning, the ammunition-boxes having been refilled, 
the battery joined the brigade, which was marching in pursuit of the 
enemy. One section was placed in advance, and kept up a continual 
fire upon the rear guard of the enemy until we reached the town of 
Franklin. 

The losses in the battery were as follows.* 

Lieutenants Duer and Humphrey and First Sergeant [John J.j Dris¬ 
coll were in command of sections, and were active in the discharge of 
their duties. The officers, non-commissioned officers, and men acted 
with the greatest coolness and performed their duties well. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. BAINBEIDGE, 

Captain, Fifth Artillery, Commanding Company. 

Brig. Gen. Eiohaed Aenold, 

Chief of Artillery. 


No. 8. 

0 

Report of Ideut. Col. Frcmk JET. Pecl^ Twelfth Connecticut Infantry^ of 
engagement at Mort Bisland. 

Hdqes. Twelfth Eegimbnt Oonneotiout Vols., 

In the Fields near Opelousas^ La,^ April 22 , 1863. 
Sm: I have the honor to present the following report of the opera¬ 
tions of the Twelfth Eegiment Connecticut Volunteers during the 
recent expedition to this point: 

We left Brashear City, La., on the 9th of April, 1863, and proceeded 

* List of casnalties shows 4 men hilled and 5 wounded, and a loss in horses of & 
MUed and 10 wounded. 
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to Berwick, where we remained until the 11th, when we marched to a 
point 1 mile above Pattersonville, Company B being thrown forward 
as skirmishers. 

We bivouacked for the night, and on the 12th marched forward on 
the left of the brigade, in support of Oarruth’s Sixth Massachusetts 
Battery, on our right, our front being covered by Company A, thrown 
forward as skirmishers. During the day our skirmishers were con¬ 
stantly engaged with those of the enemy, but sustained no loss. Dur¬ 
ing the afternoon we came under the fir^ of the enemy’s artillery, when 
an engagement ensued which lasted until night. At dark we withdrew 
out of range of the enemy’s guns and bivouacked in line of battle upon 
the left of the brigade line. 

On the 13th, soon after daylight, the regiment was formed in support 
of the Twenty-first Indiana Battery, which opened upon the enemy’s 
fortifications and the g^boat Diana, which had taken position upon 
their left. After the silencing and withdrawal of the Diana the regi¬ 
ment was advanced to the front of the enemy’s works, and successively 
during the day supported Oarruth’s, Mack’s, Duryea’s, and Bainbridge’s 
batteries. Companies E, E, and G were advanced as skirmishers, and 
approached to speaking distance of the enemy’s intrenchments. They 
were actively engaged during the whole afternoon, with very apparent 
effect. All our casualties occurred during this engagement. The battle 
was continued till some time after dark, when we bivouacked upon the 
field in line of battle. During the night the enemy’s works were evac-. 
uated. On the 14th we marched in pursuit through Franklin. 

On the 15th, IGth, and 17th we marched through Jeanerette, Bew 
Iberia, and Saint Martinville without special incident. On the 18th 
we rested near Yermilliouvillej on the 19th renewed our march to 
Opelousas, where we arrived on Monday evening, the 20th. 

We are distant from ISTew Orleans 180 miles, and from Alexandria, on 
the Bed Eiver, about '35 miles. The patient endurance by the men of 
the regiment of the fatigue and privations of the long march in their 
eagerness to overtake and again engage the routed enemy deserves the 
highest praise. Captains Granniss and Brennan, with their companies 
as skirmishers on the 11th and 12th, did most creditable service. 

The coolness and pertinacity with which the companies of Captains 
Braley and Bixbee annoyed the gunners of the enemy during the entire 
afternoon of the 13th, under a fire of grape and canister and repeated 
volleys of musketry, reflect the highest credit upon the courage and 
skill of the officers and soldiers of those companies present. 

I take pleasure in mentioning the efficient support of Major Lewis 
during the progress of the exi)edition. 

Our wounded were promptly cared for by Dr. Cummings, assistant 
surgeon. Chaplain Bradford is deserving of great praise for the fearless 
activity with which he ministered to the suffering during the battle 
and the night following. 

I inclose a list of the killed and wounded.’^ 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

FLANK n. PECK, 

lAmiienant-Golonel^ Gomdg. TweJfili Connectmit Voh, 

J. D. Williams, Adjutant-QeneraL 

P. S.—Lieutenant Francis, who was wounded and captured on the 
Diana on the 28th of March, was recaptured at Franklin, where he now 
remains in hospital, receiving all possible attention. 


Embodied in revised statement, p. 319. 
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9. 

Beports of Brig. Gen. William H. Emory^ U. 8. Army^ commanding Third 
Division^ of operations March 13-May 2. 

Hdqes. Third Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, 
Campj near Opelousas^ La.^ April 21, 1863. 

Colonel: In obedience to instructions from headquarters to send in 
reports of the recent operations and engagement, including the move¬ 
ment from Baton Eouge, I have the honor to state that we marched 
from Baton Eouge on Port Hudson on Friday, March 13, and returned 
to Baton Eouge on the 20th. 

On April 1 the division moved to Algiers. On the 8th moved to 
Brashear City. On the 9th the division crossed to Berwick City. On 
the 11th it marched on Fort Bisland. On the 12th, at the bend of the 
river and 3 or 4 miles from Fort Bisland, the First Brigade, one regi¬ 
ment of which was left to garrison Brashear City, was thrown forward 
on the left, near the point of woods, occupied a half-finished lunette, 
and drove in the enemy’s pickets. As we approached the fort, from the 
nature of the ground it was convenient to recire this brigade, and the 
Second Brigade (Paine’s), consisting of the Fourth Wisconsin, Eighth 
New Hampshire, One hundred and thirty-third and One hundred and 
seventy-third New York Eegiments, was thrown forward to take its 
place on the right of Weitzel’s brigade. These two brigades, forming 
the first line, advanced in line of battle upon the works. Ingraham’s 
brigade, comprising the Fourth Massachusetts, One hundred and tenth 
und One hundred and sixty-second New York Eegiments, formed the 
second line; and Gooding’s brigade, consisting of the Thirty-first, Thirty- 
eighth, and Fifty-third Massachusetts and One hundred and fifty-sixth 
New York Eegiments, the third line; and in this order the enemy’s lines 
were approached until, at 5.30 o’clock in the evening, he opened tire, and 
his first shot all fell between the second and third lines. A brisk can¬ 
nonading was kept up until dark, when the Fourth Wisconsin was moved 
forward, in advance of the first line, to hold the grove in front of the 
sugar-house, which it did through the night, occavsionally skirmishing 
with the enemy. 

On the same day, by order of General Banks, I detached the One 
hundred and seventy-fiftli New York and a section of Ualoy’s (First 
Maine) battery across the Teche, wliich advanced upon that side on the 
enemy’s works and engaged them until night-fall. At dark all the lines 
of this division, except the Fourth Wisconsin and the pickets, were with¬ 
drawn out of the range of the enemy’s grape and canister and allowed 
to take a good night’s rest. 

Early on the morning of the 13th two regiments of Maine’s brigade 
were ordered to support the Fourth Wisconsin in tlie grove. By order 
of General Banks, Colonel Gooding’s brigade, with the reuiainder of 
Haley’s battery, crossed the Teche, with orders to at tack. Mack’s bat¬ 
tery was ordered forward to engage the rebel gunl^oat Diana and a 
battery on the opposite side of the bayou. About this time the enemy 
made a sortie from his works to attack Paine’s brigade. For a short 
time the engagement was very warm, but in a short time the enemy 
was driven to his intrenched works, the gunboat was withdrawn, and 
the battery silenced. 

About 12 m. the engagement became general along the whole line, 
and Battery F, First U. S. Artillery, under Captain Duryea, chief of 
artillery of my division, first one section and then the whole battery, 
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was ordered forward to support General Weitzel, within the ordinary 
range of grape and canister, and engaged the enemy with effect. Mackes 
battery was also restocked with ammunition and ordered to an advanced 
position, where it took part in the engagement with the same marked 
effect, dismounting one of the enemy’s.guns across the bayou and 
killing the horses of his battery, so that the enemy had to pull it off by 
band. Hearing a fusilade on the eiitreme left of the line, supposing it 
was an attempt to turn our left, I sent Lieutenant-Colonel [O. W.] Lull 
to order up the reserve, or such portion of it as might be necessary to 
check that movement. 

At several times during this engagement, when the fire slackened, 
the officers and men of my division showed a gallant desire to storm 
the enemy’s works, but the fall of the works now being certain, and 
no useful object to be accomplished by it, as the force to catch the 
retreating enemy was not yet in position, no assault was ordered. 

About 3 o’clock in the morning of the 14th the pickets of Paine’s and 
Gooding’s brigades both thought they heard the enemy in motion, and 
I immediately ordered Paine’s brigade forward into the works and 
communicated to General Banks, who ordered the whole army to ad¬ 
vance. Paine’s brigade got into full possession of the works on the 
right bank about daylight, and Mack’s battery was sent for by me and 
arrived in time to shell the enemy’s rear. From that day to this my 
division, which was ordered to follow and support General Weitzel’s 
brigade, has been continually on the march, in hot pursuit of the 
enemy, several regiments being detached, by order from the headquar¬ 
ters, in different directions 5 among them the One hundred and sev¬ 
enty-third iN’ew York, Major Gallway commanding, with a section of 
Battery F, First U. S. Artillery, under Lieutenant Norris, was sent 
along the Bayou Teche, to follow up the enemy’s transports, which he 
has accomplished successfully, compelling the enemy to burn all the 
transports (four or tive in number) he had upon the Teche. His report 
of this transaction, and also the reimrts of the brigade commanders and 
chief of artillery are herewitli iiicloscHl. 

L have made no record of the number of ])risoners turned in by my 
division, bur, shouhl suppose betwe<‘n 400 and 500. A list of the cas 
nalties and tW names of tli(‘ kilhnl have already been sent in, with the 
exception of those of tin* Gne hundred and seveiity-tifth New York, 
which is detached on pio\ost dut,\ at Franklin. 

I (iauiiot too strongl.N eulogize the conduct of tliesc new troops— 
marching to tlieatta<*K of the <uieHiy, strongly intrenched in earthworks, 
and throiigliout the whole da.\ standing iiude^r a sharp, and at times 
a destructive, lire ol tln^ enemy, and then, when the enemy’s works 
were carried, in making long and rajad marches in pursuit without a 
mnriniir, 

I should like very imuii to particularize many acts of gallantry in 
the officers and men, but I musl refer to The special reports, licrewith 
inclosed, for that purpose*. 1 must, however, be* allow(‘d to mention 
the names of Brigade* Gommaiiders Paine and (ie)oding, Chief of Artil¬ 
lery Diuyea, and Captain <\irter, Kemrth Wisconsin, Captain Mack and 
Lieutenant Haley, eiomiiianeling batteries, and Sergeant [4. P.) Capron, 
Battery F, First U. y. Artillery (wffio was wouiieled in the neck bj a shell, 
and ordered by my medical dire‘e*tor to re^main in the hospital, but the 
moment his woimel was dresse^el retnrneel to his batterj’ and fought with 
it during the day), and Patrick Smith, Thirty-eighth Massachusetts, 
mentioned in the repeirt of his brigade commander. 

I aLso muwSt be allowed to mention my staff, Lieutenant-Colonel Lull, 
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Lieutenant French, acting assistant adjutant general; Lieutenant 
Loring and Lieutenant [J. 0.] Cooley, aides-de-camp, who took my orders 
with coolness and precision, regardless of the enemy’s fire. 

On the morning of the 14th my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Loring, 
went beyond the pickets to the enemy’s earthworks, to reconnoiter, 
before bis infantry had evacuated. 

I also mention the admirable disposition made for the care of the 
wounded by Medical Director Hartwell. 

I also ask attention to the gallant conduct of Colonels Fearing, Cur¬ 
rie, and Bean, and Major Gallway, and their respective regiments, the 
Eighth New Hampshire, One hundred and thirty-third New York, 
Fourth Wisconsin, and One hundred and seventy-third New York, and 
Captain Moore, of the Fourth Wisconsin, as set forth in the report of 
Brigadier-General Paine, herewith inclosed. These regiments held the 
bayou road, upon which the enemy’s fire was concentrated. 

It was evident to me from the beginning that the enemy’s plan of 
defense was to make sorties down the bayou road, supported by the 
gunboat Diana, and this plan was not relinquished by him until the 
Diana received several fatal shots. 

From the list of killed and wounded I have no doubt that the regi¬ 
ments, and the colonels commanding them, of Gooding’s brigade, viz, 
the Thirty-first, Thirty-eighth, and Fifty-third Massachusetts, the One 
hundred and fifty-sixth and One hundred and seventy-fifth New York, 
deserve the same notice, but their attack was made on the opposite side 
of the bayou, and mostly out of my view. 

I have said nothing of the guns and ammunition found in the works 
by my division, as we pushed on immediately in pursuit. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. EMOEY, 
Brigadier-Generalj Commanding. 


Lieut. Col. Eichaed B. tawm. 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Dejgartment of the Gulf. 


Headquarters U. S. Forces at Opelousas, 

April 26, 1863. 


Major-General Banks: 


I have obtained the following information from the enemy’s camp, 
and I think from a reliable person : 

The enemy, 4,500 strong, are intrenching at Lecompte and at the 
Lamourie Bayou, 16 miles from Alexandria. My informant has seen a 
letter from Colonel Ives, on the stafi* of President Davis, promising that 
Kirby Smith, with 15,000 men, should re-enforce General Taylor in ten 
days from the 15th instant. Generals Taylor, Mouton, and Blanchard 
are at Alexandria. General Green, with 1,500 Texans, is now on our 
flank and rear trying to make the circuit of the Federal army and at¬ 
tack our baggage train. Magruder is reported to be moving toward 
our rear by Niblett’s Blufl;* road, intending to attack our rear, while 
Kirby Smith attacks us in front. It is reported also among the rebels 
that Farragut has taken Fort De Eussy, 40 miles below Alexandria. 

I have sent a strong force to meet the wagon train and to threaten 
the Texas cavalry. If Smith or Magruder either move against this 
army it should take position at Iberia and not stay at this place. Our 
communication from here is too long by the Teche and too unceitain 
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_ by the Oourtableau; if overpowered we can by no possibility retreat by 
this line. IS^o steamer has reached Barre’s Landing since you left. I do 
not, however, consider myself at liberty to make any change nntil I 
hear from you. 

W. H. BMOET, 
BrigaMer-General, OommamMng. 


Colonel Irwin : 

Telegraph this to General Banks: 


April 28 , 1863 . 


Paine’s br^^e has returned. The main body of the Texans have retreated across 
Mermenton River. 

General Smith is in Alexandria, but I cannot learn positively that any part of hi§ 
Arkansas re-enforoementa have arrived. 

W. H. EMORY, 
BrigaMer^Gremralf Cemmcmding, 


Also give an order to the commanding officer at Iberia to repair the 
telegraph line. 

W. H. EMOEYe 


Lieutenant Emerson will send the al 

traveling together. 

« 


immediately by two orderlies, 
E. B. lEWm. 


Headquarters Third Division, 

OpelousaSj La,^ May 2, 1863. 

Colonel: In compliance with instructions this day received, to 
make out a full report of movements taken place during the period of 
my being in command of all the forces about this place, I have the 
honor to state that on the 26th, the day after General Banks left, I sent 
Paine’s brigade, including the Fourth Wisconsin Mounted Infantry, to 
go out two days’ march on the Texas road toward Niblett’s Bluff, to 
drive off or disperse a large force of rebel cavalry known to be on our 
flank and rear. This cavalry retreated across the Mermenton Eiver, 35 
miles distant from here, as Paine advanced, and it has not since been 
heard of. General Paine returned to camp on the morning of the 29tli, 
and the Fourth Wisconsin went out to guard the wagon train at Ver- 
millionville. Believing from the reports that General Dwight’s rear 
was seriously tbrcateued I directed him, if he had accomplished all the 
objects for which lie was sent (leaving, however, large discretionary 
power with him), to lessen the space between himself and the main army, 
and to fall back on Washington, which he did on the 30th. The report 
of his operations will be found in your office. 

On the 29th, hearing various conflicting rumors of the enemy’s having 
received re-enforcements, that he was retracing his steps on the Oheney- 
ville road, I sent forward Colonel Corliss, of the Second Ehode Island 
Cavalry, on the Chicotville road, accompanied by Colonel Abert, of Gen¬ 
eral Banks’ staff, to ascertain, if possible, the movements of the enemy, 
and to attack and disperse any cavalry he might find on the road. His 
advance went as far as the bayou beyond Chicotville, where the bridge 
was found burned and the bayou impassable. He found no force of any 
importance on the road, but a few of the enemy’s pickets, which he cap¬ 
tured. 
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On the 30th I ordered all the cavalry then available forward, under 
Major [H.] Robinson, to disperse the rebel cavalry, reported on the left 
bank of the Bayou Boeuff. He found his force inadequate to the purpose. 
Yesterday all the cavalry, including the Fourth Wisconsin, which had 
now arrived from its excursion on the plains to the west, was ordered 
forward, under the command of Brigadier-General Dwight, with orders 
to attack, and, if possible, disperse this same cavalry of the enemy. 
Brigadier-General Dwight’s report has already been sent you. 

Grave disorders in our rear by bands of robbers, sometimes headed 
by stragglers from the ranks, which threatened for a moment to inter¬ 
rupt our communication, and even to disband and disperse into a band 
of robbers and thieves some of our less disciplined regiments, induced 
me to publish a short notice, which I have the honor to show you. In 
this same connection I think proper to state that 1 sent ten men of the 
Fourth Wisconsin to the village of Grand Ooteau to arrest and drive in 
stragglers and to preserve order. The inducements for plunder in this 
country are so great that unless high-handed measures are taken many 
men will be lost to the ranks on the day of battle. 

When I received the reports of the enemy’s being re-enforced by Gen¬ 
erals Smith and Magruder, as a precautionary measure I ordered the 
two regiments sent with cattle to Brashear City to return from that 
place as soon as they had delivered their cattle and re-enforce the gar¬ 
rison at New Iberia. 

The staff of the general commanding having been left behind, every 
order issued has been through them, and you will find at the head¬ 
quarters of the Nineteenth Army Corps the record of every movement 
and transaction since you left here. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier-Generalj Commanding, 

Lieut. Col. Richaed B. Irwin. 

P. S.—I have omitted to mention that on April 30 Brigadier-General 
Grover was directed to send an infantry force in skiff's to search the 
creeks leading into the Bayou Courtableau. No report is yet received 
from him. 


No. 10. 

Report of Capt, Richard C, Buryea, First U, S, Artillery, Chief of Artil¬ 
lery^ of engagement at Fort Bistand and skirmish at Jeanerette, 

^ Camp at Opelousas, La., 

April 20, 1863. 

Sir: In compliance with instructions I have the honor to submit the 
following report of the operations of the batteries of the Tliird Division 
during the 12th, 13tb, and 14th instant: 

On the 12th instant a section of the First Maine Battery, under com¬ 
mand of Lieutenant Morton, was sent across the Bayou Teche, engaging 
a rebel battery until ordered to withdraw. 

On the following morning the other two sections of same battery were 
sent across with Colonel Gooding’s brigade, and, having joined Lieu¬ 
tenant Morton, engaged a rebel battery in the open field, 'and after an 
hour’s contest drove them behind their breastworks. Lieutenant ilaley 
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then moved his battery forward and continued the engagement until 
our troops withdrew for the night. 

Captain Mack’s Eighteenth New York Battery, 20-pounder Parrotts^ 
was directed on the morning of the 13th to engage the rebel gunboat 
Diana and a battery on the opposite side of the bayou. The gunboat 
was soon withdrawn and the battery silenced. These guns were soon 
after directed upon the enemy’s earthworks, with apparently considera¬ 
ble effect. 

About 12 m. on the same day a section of Battery P, Eirst Artillery^ 
under Lieutenant Norris, was ordered forward to protect the right flank 
of G-eneral Paine’s brigade from the galling fire of a battery on the op¬ 
posite side of the Teche, and a heavy gun in position immediately in 
front of that flank. This section was soon after joined by the Eighteenth 
New York Battery. 

At 12.30 p. m. Battery F, First Artillery, was ordered to the front, 
and took position in advance of General Paine’s line, and engaged all 
the batteries from the roads on the enemy’s right to the Teche, on his 
left. The battery retained its position within the ordinary range of 
grape, canister, and musketry until after dark and our troops had with¬ 
drawn. During the afternoon all the rebel guns were silenced one after 
another, and at sunset no reply was made to our fire. 

On the i4th Battery F, First Artillery, took the advance with Gen¬ 
eral Weitzel’s brigade, and was engaged in driving a section of artillery 
from Jeanerette. 

I would further state that the conduct of officers and men on all these 
occasions was such as it should be, and deserving of the highest praise, 
Captain Mack and Lieutenant Haley commanding their batteries with 
skill and coolness, while I was most ably assisted by my subalterns, 
Lieutenants Norris, Haskin, and Garvin. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. 0. DUEYEA, 

Captain^ Chief of Artillery^ Third Division. 

Lieut. Peter French, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Third Division. 


No. 11. 

Report of Lieut. Dben I>. llaleij., First Battery Maine Light Artillery^ of 
engagvmiiit at Fort Bislaud. 

Headquarters First Maine Battery, 

In the Fields April 20, 1803. 

Sir: I liave the honor to report the buttle of the 13tli instant: 

By your order crossed the Bayou Teche on pontoon bridge near the 
obstructions at 12 m. with two sections of this battery. Joined the left 
section, in command of Lieutenant Morton, which Innl been sent over 
the night before. After advancing about half a mile eame upon the 
rebel battery whicli had come out mfiout of their breastworks to meet 
us, I opened fii*o ni>oii the rebel battery about 3 p. in. with shell. After 
sharp firing on both sides for about one hour the i*ebels reticated behind 
their breast woi ks, apparently somewhat disabled. I advaneed with the 
battery about 1,000 yards, and again opened fire with shell; kept up 
sharp firing until dark. l>y order of Colonel Gooding, commanding 
Third Biigade, retired, and bivouacked for the night. 



336 W. FLA., S. ALA, S, MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap xxm 

Casualties: Lient. J. B. Morton wounded in the neck, slightly, and 
Private George Clifford wounded in the thigh, slightly. 

Lost one caisson crossing pontoon bridge, by sinking of one of the 
boats supporting the bridge, with 117 rounds of ammunition. One gmi 
was disabled by piece of a shell striking the axle 5 since repaired. Cap¬ 
tured one caisson from the enemy. 

E. D. HALEY, 

Mrst Ideutmmt, Oommanding Mrst Maine Battery. 

Captain DuBYEiL 

Chief qf Artillery, Emory's Division. 


Ho. 12. 

Report of Lieut. John E. Morton, Mrst Battery Maine Light Artillery of 
engagement at Fort Bisland. * 

Headqtjaetebs Bibst Maine Batteet, 

In the Field, April 15,1863. 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report that in compliance with 
your order of the 12th instant I moved the left section of this battery 
forward to a pontoon bridge thrown across the Bayou Teche below the 
obstructions. I there received orders to cross the bayou and report to 
Colonel Bryan. We moved up the bayou about 2 miles, when I re¬ 
ceived orders to move to the front and engage the enemy’s battery 
which had opened fire upon our pickets or skirmishers. I moved for¬ 
ward at a gallop, and came in battery opposite the sugar-house under 
a very heavy fire from the enemy. I engaged them for about an hour 
and retreated behind the sugar-house to refill my limbers and cool my 
guns. Shortly after I received orders to retreat and bivouac for the 
night. 

The next morning, the 13th, Colonel Gooding crossed and assumed 
command, and I was ordered forward to support his skir mishers Noth- 

i occurred during the morning. I was relieved by yon about 

IJ.oO p. m. 

I beg leave to mention my men in the highest terms of praise. Hone 
could have done better. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. MOETOH, 

First Lieutenant, Mrst Maine Battery. 

First Lieut. E. D. Haley, ' 

Commanding Mrst Maine Battery. 


Ho. 13. 

J^fyva, Battery F, First TJ. 8. Artillery, of 
engagement at Fort Bisland and skirmish at Jeanerette. 

Opelousas, April 21,1863. 

mit ®®™P^i^ce with your instructions I have the honor to sub- 

operations of Battery F, First Artillery 
the recent engagements near CentreviUe: 

About Lu m. on the 13th instant a section of the battery, under Lieu- 
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tenant IfTorris, was ordered forward on the main road to within 600 
yards of the enemy’s works, to engage a rebel battery on the opposite 
side of the Teche and a heavy gun in position in front, both Of which 
were pouring a galling fire upon the right flank of Colonel Paine^s bri¬ 
gade. At 12.30 p. m. the battery was ordered to the front and took 
position in front of the left of Colonel Paine’s brigade, nearly opposite 
the center of the line of the enemy’s works, about 500 yards from them, 
and engaged all the enemy’s guns from the wood on right to the Teche 
on his left. The battery retained this position within ordinary range 
of grape, canister, and musketry until after dark, and the troops had 
withdrawn for the night. During the afternoon all the enemy’s guns 
were silenced, one after another, and at sunset no reply was made to 
our fire. • 

On the 14th the battery took the advance, with General Weitzel’s bri¬ 
gade, and was engaged for a short time in living a section of artillery 
from Jeanerette. The battery soon after crossed the Teche and th^ 
night encamped opposite Franklin. 

The casualties were: One mortally wounded (since died) and 4 slightly 
wounded; 2 horses killed; wheel, stock, and pole of a caisson broken 
(since repaired). The battery is now in perfect condition for immediate 
service. 

In conclusion I would state that the conduct of officers, non-commis¬ 
sioned officers, and men was such as it should be, and deserving of the 
highest praise. I was most ably assisted by my subalterns. Lieuten¬ 
ants Korris, Ha skin, and Garvin; and the chiefs of pieces, in their 
responsible positions. Sergeants [Edward] Mahon, Capron, [James] 
Cronin, [Henry] Harris, and [Charles] Eiley, exhibited much coolness 
and accuracy in directing the fire of their respective guns. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. DUEYEA, 

Captain, First United States Artillery. 

Brig. Gen. Eichabd Aknold, 

Chief of Artillery, Nineteenth Army Corps. 


No. 14. 

Eeport of Col. Timothy Ingraham, Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Infantry, 
commanding First Brigade, of engagenmtt at Fort Bisland. 

Hdqus. Fiust BuiaADE, Third Division (Eimoby’s), 

Franldin, La., April 14, 1863. 

Sir : In accordance with orders from the general commanding I have 
the honor to make the following report: 

Sunday morning (April 12) my brigade moved in the direction of the 
enemy’s works—three regiments, one having been left on detached duty 
atBrashear City—one regiment marching on the river road and two 
through the plantations for about 2 miles, when my brigade was formed 
on the left of General Paine’s brigade near a strip of wood, one regi¬ 
ment being thrown out as skirmishers in front of tlie wood, two being 
held as reserve at the rear of the wood. 

At about 1 p. m. I moved iny brigade on in line of battle in the rear 
of General Paine’s brigade. Just before dark we fell back a short dis- 
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Casualties: Lieut. J. B. Morton wounded in the neck, slightly, and 
Private George Clifford wounded in the thigh, slightly. 

Lost one caisson crossing pontoon bridge, by sinking of one of the 
boats supporting the bridge, with 117 rounds of ammunition. One gun 
was disabled by piece of a shell striking the axle; since repaired. Cap¬ 
tured one caisson J&um the enemy. 

E. D. HALEY, 

First Liewtenmt, Commanding First Maim Battery. 

Captain Ditetea, 

Chief Artillery, Emory^s Division. 


No. 12. 

Report of Meat, John E. Morton, First Battery Maine Light Artillery of 
engagement at Fort BMand. ’ 

Hbalquaetebs First Maine Batteet, 

In the Field, April 15, 1863. 

LrETTTENANT : I have the honor to report that in compliance with 
your order of the 12th instant I moved the left section of this battery 
forward to a pontoon bridge thrown across the Bayou Teche below the 
obstructions. I there received orders to cross the bayou and report to 
Colonel Bryan. We moved up the bayou about 2 miles, when I re¬ 
ceived orders to move to the front and engage the enemy’s battery 
which had opened fire upon our pickets or skirmishers. 1 moved for¬ 
ward at a gallop, and came in battery opposite the sugar-house under 
a very heavy fire from the enemy. I engaged them for about an hour 
and retreated behind the sugar-house to refill my limbers and cool my 
guns. Shortly after I received orders to retreat and bivouac for the 
night. 

The next morning, the 13th, Colonel Gooding crossed and assumed 
command, and I was ordered foiward to support his skirmishers Noth- 

1 occurred during the morning. I was relieved by you about 

l.a.oO p. m. 

I beg leave to mention my men in the highest terms of praise. None 
could have done better. ^ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. MOETON, 

Exrst Lieutenant, First Maine Battery. 

First Lieut. B. D. Haley, 

Commanding First Maine Battery. 


No. 13. 

B^rt of Capt. Richard C. Duryea, Battery F, First U. S ArUllerv of 
engagement at Fort BisUmd and sUrmish atJemerMe ^ 

Opelousas, April 21,1863. 

®o“Plia“ce with your instructions I have the honor to sub- 

^ operations of Battery F, First Artillery 

A tbe recent engagements near Centreville: ^rmieiy. 

About 12 m. on the 13th instant a section of the battery, under Lieu- 
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tenant iN'orris, was ordered forward on the main road to within 600 
yards of the enemy^s works, to engage a rebel battery on the opposite 
side of the Teche and a heavy gun in position in front, both of which 
were pouring a galling fire upon the right flank of Colonel Paine^s bri¬ 
gade. At 12.30 p. m. the battery was ordered to the front and took 
position in front of the left of Colonel Paine’s brigade, nearly opposite 
the center of the line of the enemy’s works, about 500 yards from them, 
and engaged all the enemy’s guns from the wood on right to the Teche 
on his left. The battery retained this position within ordinary range 
of grape, canister, and musketry until after dark, and the troops had 
withdrawn for the night. During the afternoon all the enemy’s guns 
were silenced, one after another, and at sunset no reply was made to 
our fire. • 

On the 14th the battery took the advance, with General Weitzel’s bri¬ 
gade, and was engaged for a short time in driving a section of artillery 
from JTeanerette. The battery soon after crossed the Teche and that 
night encamped opposite Franklin. 

The casualties were: One mortally wounded (since died) and 4 slightly 
wounded 5 2 horses killed; wheel, stock, and pole of a caisson broken 
(since repaired). The battery is now in perfect condition for immediate 
service. 

In conclusion I would state that the conduct of officers, non-commis¬ 
sioned officers, and men was such as it should be, and deserving of the 
highest praise. I was moat ably assisted by my subalterns, Lieuten¬ 
ants ^iTorris, Ha skin, and Garvin; and the chiefs of pieces, in their 
responsible positions. Sergeants [Edward] Mahon, Oapron, [James] 
Cronin, [Henry] Harris, and [Charles] Eiley, exhibited much coolness 
and accuracy in directing the fire of their respective guns. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. DUEYEA, 

Captain, First United States Artillery. 

Brig. Gen. Eiohabd Arnold, 

Chief of Artillery, Nineteenth Army Corps. 


No. 14. 

Report of Col. Timothy Ingraham, Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Infantry, 
commanding First Brigade, of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

IlDQRS. First Brigade, Third Division (Emory’s), 

Franldin, La., April 14, 1863. 

Sir : In accordance with orders from the general commanding I have 
the honor to make the following report: 

Sunday morning (April 12) my brigade moved in the direction of the 
enemy’s worlcs—three regiments, one having been left on detached duty 
at Brashear City—one regiment marching on the river road and two 
through the plantations for about 2 miles, when my brigade was formed 
on the left of General Paim^’s brigade near a strip of wood, one regi¬ 
ment being thrown out as skirmishers in front of the wood, two being 
held as reserve at the rear of the wood. 

At about 1 p. m. T moved my brigade on in line of battle in the rear 
of General Paine’s brigade, .tust before dark we fell back a short dis- 
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taace^ the right of our line resting on the river road. The regiment on 
the right of my brigade was detailed to support two sections of Cap¬ 
tain Mack’s battery, stationed on the bank of the river at the right of 
my brigade. 

Monday morning (April 13) my brigade again moved forward and 
was held as reserve. At night two regiments were ordered to the front 
on picket duty. 

Tuesday (April 14) I was ordered to report to General Weitzel. At 
the ferry, about 3 miles from Franklin, two regiments of my brigade 
were ordered to cross to the other side of the bayou, and have not yet 
come up. » 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. INGRAHAM, 

Colonel, Commmdvng First Brigade, Third, Division. 


Lieut. Petee Feench, 


No. 16. 

Report of lAeut. Col. Justus W". Blanchard, One hundred and sucty-seeond 
New YorTt Infamtrg, of easpedition to Barrels Landing, &o. 

Hdqes. 162 d RegtT., New Toek State Volotteees, 

Opelousas, La., April 28,1863. 

Sie: In obedience to Special Orders, No. 77, from Headquarters 
Third Division, dated April 21, 1863, the One hundred and sixty-sec¬ 
ond Regiment, a section of the First Maine Artillery, and a company of 
cavalry proceeded to Barre’s Landing, which place it reached at 2 p. m. 

Information having been received that there was a small stern-wheel 
steamboat a few miles below, a detachment of 12 men was sent, under 
Lieutenant Neville, Company I, One hundred and sixty-second Regi¬ 
ment New York Volunteers, in search of it. Lieutenant Neville pro¬ 
ceeded down Bayou Courtableau about 4 miles and turned into a creek, 
up'which he went about 5 miles before finding it. The boat was re¬ 
paired as far as possible by the regiment, and is now in serviceable 
condition, with the exception of the smoke-stack, which is broken. The 
Ellen. Two rebels were made prisoners, who said 
tiiey l^longed to Fournet’s battalion, and were in the late action at 
Fort Bidand. They were taken in a farm-house about 2 miles from 
Barre s Landing. Four rifles and two fowling-pieces were found in 
another farm-house and taken possession of. About 100 horses and 
mules were taken and turned over to Captain Dunham, of General 
Banks staff; also about 300 bales of cotton were taken, which were 
sent to Brashear City, on the Laurel Hill. 

On -^pril order was received that General Grover would re- 
^veonthe following day the force under my command. As General 
Grover was crossing the Bayou Teche the bridge broke, and as it was 
night before it was repaired I deferred my departure from Barre’s 
Landing until the morning of April 27. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. BLANOHAED, 
Ineutenant-Colonel^ Commanding. 


Lieutenant French. 
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BepOTt of Ool. Halbert JE, Paine^ Fourth Wisconsin Infantry^ eonimandirtg 
• Second Brigade^ of mgage^nent at Fort Bisland. 

Hdqrs. 2d Erigt., 3d Diy., 19th: Army Corps, 

Opelousas, La., April 21, 1863. 

Lieutenant : In obedience to the order of the brigadier-general com¬ 
manding the division I have the honor to snbmit tlje following report 
of the operations of my brigade on the 12th, 13th, and 14th days of this 
montii: 

As onr army approached the enemy’s works near Centreville on the 
12 th instant my brigade, which was next to General Weitzel’s, marched 
in line of battle, and so formed the second line when the enemy’s fire 
opened on ns in the afternoon. At the end of the demonstration, by 
which the position and character of the enemy’s works and batteries 
were ascertained, three of my regiments (the Eighth INew Hampshire, 
Colonel Fearing; One hundred and ttoty-third Ifew York, Colonel 
Currie, and One hundred and seventy-third l^’ew York, Major Gallway) 
went into position for the night, with the right of the line resting on 
the bayou road and the left extending to General Weitzel’s right. They 
lay on their arms, without fires. The Fourth Wisconsin, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bean, went forward to hold the sugar-house, in front of my 
right. The sugar-house, with the negro-cabins and grove of shade trees 
near it, covered a position the occupation of which by one party or the 
other in the morning promised to be of great moment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bean was also ordered to deploy a line of sharp¬ 
shooters along the bayou to attack the gunboat Diana in the event of 
an attempt to bring her down. Soon after Lieutenant-Colonel Bean had 
reached his position he was re-enforced by three companies of infantry 
and 30 cavalry. He posted the infantry in line on the left of the road 
and opposite the sugar-house, deployed five companies 200 yards in 
advance, and posted 40 picked men on the bank of the bayou. 

During the night the cavalry pickets of the enemy approached very 
near to his first line and repeatedly fired on his men, wounding a few, 
but killing none. A dense fog enveloped us during the night and re¬ 
mained until 8 o’clock the next morning. 

At 1 o’clock on the morning of the 13th a communication from Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Bean informed me that the enemy were actively at work 
near his position. Apprehending that they might be engaged in prep¬ 
aration for an attack at daybreak, I forwarded the note to General 
Emory. 

In the morning the cavalry of the enemy attempted to force back our 
skirmishers, but were gallantly repulsed by Ga])tain Moore, command¬ 
ing Company E, Fourth Wisconsin. Cai^tain IMoore and bis company 
distinguished tliemselves by the firmness and courage with which they 
maintained their hazardous position. Afterward 200 of the enemy’s 
infantry attacked our advance post in the grove. Aftta* hall* an hour’s 
contest they were repulsed. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded for the bravery with which Cap¬ 
tain Carter, Company B, Fourth Wisconsin, with only 40 of his men, 
sustained this attack of a greatly su])erior force, and for the courage, 
coolness, and sagacity with which he discharged his difficult duties 
during the night. Much of the time he was hardly 20 yards distant 
from the enemy, but they never succeeded in forcing his lines or discov¬ 
ering our position. He remained until noon in this grove, which was 
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coBStantly swept by the fire-of both armies during the engagement of 
the forenoon, and not a man of his company flinched. Before the fog 
lifted, the Eighth Few Hampshire was moved up, in obedience to an 
order from General Emory, to support the Fourth Wisconsin. 

The area in front of the intrenchments, which eventually became the 
battle-field, was crossed by deep plantation ditches nearly parallel with 
the line of the works. These ditches were of the greatest utility to us, 
enabling us to place our batteries within short range of the enemy, with 
the infantry supports entirely protected, except as against shells ex¬ 
ploding in the air.* The Fourth Wisconsin and Eighth Few Hampshire 
took their positions in these ditches, the former in front, the front being 
still covered by the skirmishers of the Fourth Wisconsin. Afterward 
the One hundred and thirty-third Few York, and, later still, the One 
hundred and seventy-third Few York, came up and were posted, the 
former on the left and the latter in the rear of the Eighth Few Hamp¬ 
shire. The Diana and the enemy^s force and works were masked by 
the grove and negro-cabins. The cabins were fired, so that the smoke 
might cover and conceal the puffe of our guns and impair the accuracy 
of tile enemy’s fire. 

At 7 o’clock 1 visited the picket line and became satisfied that the 
Diana and light batteries would open on us as soon as the fog lifted. 
Soon afterward I discovered her flag and hull through the fog, and 
forthwith sent a request that the heavy guns of the Twenty-first Indiana 
might be sent up to destroy her. These were not sent } but at length 
Captain Mack reported to me with two sections of his splendid Black 
Horse Battery of 20-pounder Parrotts. Before they arrived, however, 
the enemy opened on us a brisk fire of shot, shell, grape, and canister 
from their works from the light batteries in front and from the Diana. 
To this was afterward added a fire, at short range, from a battery on 
.the opposite side of the bayou. Before this cannonade commenced, 
information having been received that the movements on the Diana 
indicated a speedy change of position, four companies of the Fourth 
Wisconsin and five companies of the Eighth Few Hampshire were 
rapidly deployed along the bayou to fire on her men, and, if possible, 
capture the boat. But she did not appear, and the companies soon 
rejoined their regiments. The artillery subsequently drove her crip¬ 
pled up the river. Officers and men of my pickets, who were near her, 
observed the effect of the shots. 

As soon as Captain Mack arrived his guns were posted on my right, 
in and near the bayou road, and opened fire on the Diana, the enemy’s 
works, the light batteries, and also the battery on the opposite side of 
the bayou. The rapidity, precision, and effect of his fire were most 
admirable. A communication from the pickets having reached me to 
the effect that an infantry force was approaching on the bank of the 
bayou, the right wing of the Eighth Few Hampshire was thrown out 
under Major Smith to the right of Mack’s guns, to repel any possible 
assault upon them. But no assault was attempted. The fire of the 
enemy having considerably slackened, and Mack’s ammunition being 
nearly expended. Lieutenant Forris, with two sections of Duryea’s 
battery, and Lieutenant Haley, with one section of the First Maine 
battery, reported to me and relieved Mack’s battery. The former took 
the position which had been occux)ied by Mack’s guns on the right, and 
the latter was posted on the left of the Fourth Wisconsin. They fired 
slowly and with great accuracy and effect until the termination of the 
engagement. 

At 11.30 a. m., the fire of the enemy having entirely ceased, I was 
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ordered to move forward skirmishers to ascertain whether the enemy 
had not evacuated their works, and sent forward a detachment of cav¬ 
alry. But their appearance in front immediately drew the fire of several 
of the enemy^s guns and they retired, when the contest was renewed on 
both sides 5 but before noon the enemy abandoned his attempt to dis¬ 
lodge my command, and the firing ceased, excepting an occasional 
discharge from our guns. 

With the conduct of the officers and men of my own brigade I was 
entirely satisfied, and cannot withhold an expression of admiration for 
the behavior of the officers and men of the artillery detachments which 
were under my command. 

After noon General Emory ordered me to move forward against the 
intrenchments in conjunction with General Weitzel. I disposed of my 
brigade in two lines in front of the left of the intrenchments, and Gen¬ 
eral Weitzel took the same lines in front of the right of the works. 
The first line of battle, being thus composed of regiments of each bri¬ 
gade, was 500 yards from the enemy. The artillery of the division was 
posted in the center and on my right, which rested on the bayou road. 
My first line was composed of the Fourth Wisconsin on the right and 
the Eighth NTew Hampshire on the left. My second, of the One hun¬ 
dred and thirty-third JTew York on the right and the One hundred and 
seventy-third New York on the left. Company D, Fourth Wisconsin, 
Lieutenant Herron commanding, covered my front as skirmishers, and 
most bravely fought the sharpshooters of the enemy. The contest 
raged during the whole afternoon. My brigade was constantly swept 
by the enemy’s projectiles, which, but for the shelter afforded by the 
ditches, would have inflicted upon me a fearful loss. Sharpshooters of 
the enemy seemed to be posted in a sugar-house wdthiu the intrench¬ 
ments. Captain Duryea directed his lire upon it and comjiletely rid¬ 
dled it. It was left discretionary with General Weitzel and myself to 
determine when an assault should be made, if at all. My ignorance 
respecting the number of troops within the intrenchments, and the 
nature of the ground over which the assaulting force would be com¬ 
pelled to pass, prompted me to leave the decision with General Weit¬ 
zel, whose judgment, eminent ability, and great experience have gained 
so much weight. In reply to a coinmuiiication from him he was in¬ 
formed that my movements would be guided by his judgment. After 
two personal interviews on the field he sent me word that if I would 
advance to the assault he would conform his own movements to mine. 
I immediately admonish(‘(l my troops to move steadily and together, 
especially in tliat i)art of the charge which was to be made at double- 
quick. To do so 1 was (ioiui)elled by the uproar of the battle to address 
each regiment separately. In response they i)romised with loud hur¬ 
ras to go over the breastworks or perish in the attempt. All being 
ready the commaiul was given and the mandi coniimmced. We liad 
proceeded but a short distance when one of General Weitzel’s staff 
officers overtook mo and requested me to delay the attack until he 
could obtain an answer to a coininunication whicli he had sent to Gen¬ 
eral Banks. I accordingly moved my brigade back to its position, and 
soon afterward the following order was received, viz: 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Jjyril la, 1863. 

General Emory: 

If the commaiiders in the front hue are not prepared to maLe an assault, under the 
discretionary power already given them, the front line will, under cover of darkness, 
fall hack to a line having the right on the point of wood in front of the position of 
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Ingrfthaixi’s brigade, near tb© sugar-bouse. Strong piefcets "will bold tbo^ gronnd wo 
now have during the night. The retrograde movement will not be made m any event 
until after dark, and then silently. The commanding general desires to express to 
the troops his satisfaction with the events of the day, and his un(Qualified admiration 
of the manner in which the several commanders and the officers and men of all arms 
have done their duty. He gives them the assurance that the morning will witness 
our complete trinirmh. 

By command of General Banks: ^ ^ 

^ R. B. IRWIhT, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Soon afterward a rapid firing of musketry occurred in the wood on 
Weitzel’s left, accompanied by repeated cheers. The One hundred and 
seventy-third l^ew York took a position to meet a possible flank attack, 
but it was soon ascertained that the success was with General Weitzel, 
and the regiment resumed its position. 

General Emory sent up a fresh regiment, the Fourth Massachusetts, 
Colonel Colby, to picket my front during the night. The picket line 
was established in the ditch, which fixed my first line of battle, and the 
reserve on the second line. Soon after dark the arrangements required 
by the order of General Banks were completed. The Eighth Kew 
Hampshire and One hundred and thirty-third ISTew York occupied the 
first line. We lay on our arms without fires. 

At 1 o’clock in the morning I was awakened by the rumbling of 
artillery. A messenger, on his way from Colonel Colby to General 
Emory, soon called with information that this had been heard by the 
pickets. He returned with me to the picket line, but a careful inquiry 
failed to satisfy me whether an entire evacuation was in progress. The 
messenger proceeded to General Emory’s headquarters, and before day¬ 
light he ordered me to ascertain whether the enemy had evacuated, 
and get into the works if I could. I sent forward Captain Allaire with 
his company (E, One hundred and thirty-third Kew York), to skirmish 
into the intrenchments, if possible, and report his discoveries at short 
intervals. 

While I was forming my brigade an order came from General Banks 
to enter the intrenchments, if practicable. The left wing of the Eighth 
Kew Hampshire being deployed as skirmishers over my entire front, 
we marched into the intrenchments. Captain Allaire’s company en¬ 
tered first. Then came the Eighth Hew Hampshire, and as I planted 
their flag on the breastworks they bounded in with three loud cheers, 
the-gallant One hundred and thirty-third on their left. The other 
regiments followed. 

The behavior of all the officers and men of my regiments was most 
admirable. For the Fourth Wisconsin and Eighth Hew Hampshire to 
be brave was only to be true to their hard-earned fame. The One 
hundred and thirty-third and One hundred and seventy-third Hew 
York Regiments, for the first time under fire, exhibited the courage 
and steadiness of veterans. Colonel Currie, One hundred and thirty- 
third Hew York, Major Gall way, One hundred and seventy-third Hew 
York, Lieutenant Wooster, brigade quartermaster, Lieutenant Pierce, 
aide-de-camp, and Private Fitzpatrick, Company H, Fourth Wisconsin 
Regiment, by their gallantry in the field; Lieutenant-Colonel Bean, 
as commander of the force at the sugar-house during the night, and 
Lieutenant Herron, as commander of the skirmishers, deserve special 
mention. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HALBERT E. PAIHE, 

Colonel Fourth Wisconsin Regiment^ Commanding Brigade, 

r "D'nmiTi'D 'C'"Dl7’T\T/iHr A A + n/nn A A 
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of Maj, A* Bower Gallwa/y^ One himdred cmd seventy-third New 
YorTc Infa/ntryj of exped/ition from Saint Ma/rtinville to Brea/ux Bridge 
md Opelousas. 

HLdqbs. 173d Regiment STew Yoek Vols., 

Seooio) Bbigade, BMoiiY^s Division, 

Opelousas^ La.^ April 21,1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 17th 
instant, in obedience to an order from Headquarters Department of the 
Gulf, I left the main column of General Emory^s division, while on the 
march through Saint Martinvill^, with my regiment and a section of 
Battery F, First D. S. Artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Korris, and 
proceeded by the road along and close to Bayou Teche to Breaux Bridge. 
When within 5 miles of the bridge 10 of my men, whom I had mounted, 
under command of Captain Oonrady, encountered the pickets of the 
enemy, whom they drove in, taking 2 prisoners and 3 horses. Shortly 
afterward I discovered a heavy smoke above the town of Breaux, and 
on reaching the town found the bridge from its main street across the 
Bayou Teche in flames. I was there informed that the steamboats 
Darby, Louise, Blue Hammock, and Uncle Tommy had passed up the 
bayou the day before—^that is, the evening of the 16th instant—and 
having valuable stores belonging to the enemy. The enemy had, until 
within an hour of our arrival there, a force of 500 cavalry in the neigh¬ 
borhood of Breaux Bridge. This body, with the exception of one com¬ 
pany^ crossed to the opposite (the left) bank of Bayou Teche before 
burning the bridge. 

The march of my command having been long, and from Saint Martin- 
ville rapid, and it being, besides, past 5 o^clock when I reached Breaux 
Bridge, I determined to bivouac for the night in a wood close to the town, 
and push on next morning to the junction of Bayous Teche and Fusilier, 
where I was informed the boats would probably get aground. I sent 
forward a man up the Bayou Teche to ascertain the position and con¬ 
dition of the boats. He reported next morning that aU of them had 
been burned at the junction as soon as the enemy learned of the arrival 
of my command at Breaux Bridge. From him and from other parties I 
learned that the Darby had three guns on board when she was burned, 
and that they could be seen above water when the fire had died out. 
One gun was a 32-pounder and the others small brass guns. An order 
from Headquarters Department of the Gulf prevented my moving for¬ 
ward, as I had intended, on the morning of the 18th instant. 

At 3 o’clock on the afternoon of the 19th, not having received an 
order from Headquarters Department of the Gulf, I marched with my 
command on Opelousas, by way of the junction and bayou roads. I 
reached the junction of Bayous Teche and Fusilier between 9 and 10 
o’clock on the night of the 19th instant, and found that the enemy had 
burned the bridge across Bayou Fusilier on the route I was to follow. 
I halted at the bridge for the night and got a gun of Lieut. ^STorris’ 
section in position to command a pile of planks on the opposite bank 
of the bayou, with which I intended building a bridge in the morning. 

On the morning of the 20th instant I took from the neigliboring plan¬ 
tations 50 negroes and made a bridge at the base of the pillars of the 
one destroyed, over which I crossed my command at 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon of that day. On the left bank of Bayou Fusilier I found a 
hospital with 20 sick and wounded soldiers of the enemy. Six of them 
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were well enough and anxious to accompany me to Opelousas, and I 
have brought them here. The remaining 14 I have paroled. Alto¬ 
gether I made 24 prisoners, not including the captain of the Uncle 
Tommy. Before leaving the junction I examined the wreck of four 
steamboats. The water having risen after the rains of Saturday night 
and Sunday morning, 18th and 19th instant, I was unable to see any 
names on the boats, or the guns reported to have been left on the Darby. 
Their smoke-stacks and part of their machinery only were above water. 
From aU the information I received I have no doubt of their being the 
Darby, Louise, Blue Hammock, and the Crocket. The Uncle Tommy 
is burned higher up in the Bayou Teche, and the wreck of this boat is 
high enough out of water to see her name. Cargoes of beef, rum, 
sugar, and commissary stores, cloth, uniforms, and large quantities of 
arms and ammunition were destroyed in these boats. Some barges 
took off portions of the cargoes of ammunition and arms from these 
steamboats before they were set on fire. I passed the charred remains 
of two or three barges in the Bayou Teche and 1 found by the roadside 
empty musket boxes and large quantities of shot, salt, some new cavalry 
sabers, and a few barrels of oil. I think there must be a valuable por¬ 
tion of the cargoes of the destroyed steamboats in the houses and 
woods along the banks of the Teche and in the vicinity of the junction, 
and possibly some barge hidden in the Teche. At the junction there 
are a thousand barrels of salt, which I left uninjured. They are close 
to the bayou and might easily be sent down the Teche. On the march 
from Breaux Bridge to the junction I seized a thousand barrels of corn 
in husk belonging to the enemy, it having been brought there for his 
cavalry. Being unable to delay to procure wagons for it, and having 
no particular instructions how to act under the circumstances, I took 
the responsibility of returning to the poorer parties, from whom I took 
forage for the horses of the regiment and battery, the quantity they 
merited. I gave 300 barrels to Eev. M. Bernard, cure of the parish, for 
the poor of the surrounding country, who are suffering greatly. The 
balance (about 400 barrels) I ordered stored in a crib on M. Camean^s 
plantation, awaiting disposition. 

I halted on the evening of the 20th instant within 7 miles of Ope¬ 
lousas and bivouacked for the night. I passed bridge on the Teche 
about midway between Opelousas and the junction. It bad not been 
destroyed. The bridge over the Teche at the junction is destroyed. I 
arrived at camp, beyond Opelousas, and rejoined my brigade at 1 p. m. 
on the 21st instant. The section rejoined its battery. 

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant, 

A. POWER GALLWAY, 

Major^ Gomdg. One hundred and seventy-third N. Y. State Yols. 

Lieut. Petee Feenoh, A. A, A. G., Third Division. 


1 ^0. 18. 

Shorts of Lieut. Col. Sidney A. Dean^ Fourth Wisconsin Infantry^ of 
eicpeditions to Flaquemine and Boyce^s Plantation. 

Hdqes. Foueth Wisconsin Volunteees, 

On the Plaqtiemine Brule Bayou, 12 miles out, April 22, 18G3. 
Gbneeal : The guide, Drexel, thinks the information I have gathered 
of great importance, and insists that the enemy cannot make his escape 
from his present position. 
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I found the enemy’s pickets at this place, where there is a bridge over 
the bayou. The bayou is fordable. I sent a recounoitering party 9 
miles farther to another branch of the Plaquemiiie Bayou, and they 
ascertained that the enemy camped yesterday on Emile Mouton’s 
plantation, just across the branch of the bayou mentioned, their 
numbers from 1,500 to 2,000, so the negroes and citizens report. They 
came there Monday, directly from Carrion Crow Bayou (where we 
formed line of battle), and have not passed through Opelousas or by 
this road. ^ The negroes say that General Mouton was with them. 
They describe the appearance of Mouton correctly, according to Drexel. 
But they all say that there was no infantry; and the whites say they 
don’t know where the infantry went. They report that 300 passed over 
this bridge this forenoon; had been burning cotton and scouting. 
Drexel says they cannot get away except by crossing the Mermenton 
Eiver, which is difficult crossing—only poor ferries—and thinks they 
could be overtaken. I think proper to make the report to you of his 
opinion. He incloses a map. I shall return in the morning. 

There are very few horses, mules, or negroes left. The rebels have 
taken everything. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. A. BBA'N, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding Detachment, 
General Andrews, Chief of 


Headquarters Detachment, 

Bayou Plaquemine BruU^ April 23, 1803—8 a. m. 

General : The enemy’s force is estimated at over 2,000 by the most 
intelligent witnesses I find. There are 2,000 cavalry, and some say the 
infantry went before them, but others that they have not seen any 
infantry. General Mouton is with them. Yesterday morning they 
were 4 miles from here; were collecting transportation and burning 
cotton. When we drove in their pickets they retreated hurriedly, 
leaving a good deal of cotton unburned. But I have only 500 men, 
and cannot follow them up. I have only this day’s rations, and there 
is nothing in the country. My orders were to return to-day. 

The enemy are now on the Mermenton Eiver, crossing. They have 
to cross on ferries. After they are over the river and have gone 30 
miles they come to the Calcasieu, over which there is no bridge, but 
two ferries, 4 or G miles apart. IS’ow, Drexel, the guide, says a force 
may be sent so as entirely to cut them oft*, or that they can be over¬ 
taken before they can get over the Calcasieu. 

I have not force enough to act against them—only 30 cavalry and 
no rations. I report the facts and wait for orders. Unless ordered to 
the contrary, 1 shall have to return this evening. They flhe eiuntiy) 
are now about 20 miles from this point. There is cotton liere. but no 
transportation—no mules, carts, or harness. 

Whatever is done, be pleased to send me a map, if ('onvenient. 

Drexel sa,^ s that a force should be sent on the road to Bayou Canne, 
and one on this road, in order to cut them oft*. A man just reports that 
there were yesterday 1,000 men at Bellevue, wherever that is, about 6 
miles from here. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ‘ S. A. BEAN, ^ 

Lieut. Col. Fourth Wisconsin Vols., Commanding^ 

General Andrews, Chief of Staff. 
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Heajdquabtees Foleth Wisconsin Yolenteers, 

Hear Alexandria^ La., May 14,1863—^10 p. m. 

GtENEBAL : The reconnoitering party has returned. They found the 
enemy at Judge Eoyce^s, behind a breastwork of cotton bales thrown 
across the road and bridge, their numbers variously estimated from 
100 to 300. Our men fell back a few miles, when the infantry dis¬ 
mounted and drove them back and the cavalry followed them to the 
bridge. 

We lost three horses, but no men, and took one prisoner. The pris¬ 
oner belonged to Colonel Lane’s Texas regiment, which left Texas fifteen 
days ago. The regiment crossed the Cane Eiver day before yesterday, 
and yesterday was in the Piney Woods. Captain Semmes’ battery was 
following it. There was one piece of artillery at the bridge this even¬ 
ing—^perhaps more. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. A. BEAISr, 

Colonel, Commanding Detachment, 

General Weitzel. 


No. 19. 

Be^ort of Col. Oliver P. Gooding, Thirty-first Massachusetts Infantry, 
commanding Third Brigade, of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

Headquarters Third Brigade, Third Division, 

Opelousas, La., April 21, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with orders from 
General Emory on the 12th instant, my brigade, excepting the One 
hundred and seventy-fifth New York Volunteers, marched with our 
army from Pattersonville toward the enemy’s works on Bayou Teche, 
some 4 or 5 miles distant, the One hundred and fifty-sixth New York 
Volunteers, under the command of Lieutenaut-Colonel Sharpe, follow¬ 
ing the line of the railroad. 

A short distance from Pattersonville, pursuant to orders from Gen¬ 
eral Emory, I sent the Fifty-third Massachusetts Volunteers, Colonel 
Kimball, to re-enforce Colonel Ingraham’s brigade. A short time sub¬ 
sequent I sent the Thirty first Massachusetts Volunteers, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hopkins, to the left hank of the Ba.> on Teche to re-enforce the 
One hundred and seventy-fifth New York Volunteers, Colonel Bryan, 
which'was skirmishing with the enemy’s i)ickets on that bank of the 
bayou; the Fifty-third Massachusetts Volunteers and the One hun¬ 
dred and fifty-sixth New York Volunteers afterward rejoined the bri¬ 
gade. On arriving in front of the enemy’s works an artillery duel 
ensued. Seeing that my brigade w<is exposed to the shots and shells 
of the enemy, I marched it 200 or 300 yards to the rc^ar and caused the 
men to lie down. In the mean time the One hundred and seventy-fifth 
Now York Volunteers, supported by the Thirty-first Massachusetts Vol¬ 
unteers, carried on a brisk skirmish with the enemy on the left bank of 
the bayou, gallantly driving him before them. 

On the morning of the 13th I was ordered to take my best regiment 
and proceed to the left bank of the Bayou Teche, assume command of 
all the forces there, and hold at all hazards the pontoon bridge which 
had been thrown across the bayou, which I did. I had been there but 
a short time when I received an order from General Emory to attack a 
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light battery of the enemy, which was throwing grape into General 
Paine’s brigade on the opposite shore, and which was supposed to be in 
position outside of the enemy’s works on the left bank of the bayou, 
just above a sugar-house, but was ordered not to storm the enemy’s 
works. I made my disposition for the attack, advanced my skirmishers 
beyond the sugar-house in plain view of the works, and discovered 
that there was no light battery outside the same. The Thirty-first 
Massachusetts Volunteers composed my line of skinnishers, supported 
by the Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eodman. The advance of my skirmishers was hotly contested by the 
enemy, who were driven before them. A skirmish fight on the right of 
my line, in and near the wood, was kept up till about 2.30 p. m. The 
ammunition of the Thirty-first Massachusetts being expended, it was 
relieved by the Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Volunteers. 

About this time my brigade was re-enforced by the Pifty-third Mas¬ 
sachusetts Volunteers, One hundred and fifty-sixth New York Volun¬ 
teers, and the two remaining sections of the First Maine Battery. In 
accordance with orders from Generals Banks and Emory, I made my 
dispositions and immediately moved on the enemy’s works. My dis¬ 
positions were as follows: The Thirty-eighth Massachusetts in advance, 
deployed as skirmishers ,• Fifty-third Massachusetts about 150 yards in 
rear of the Thirty-eighth, and deployed as skirmishers 5 two sections of 
the First Maine Battery, one under command of Lieutenants Haley and 
Morton, on parallel plantation roads leading to the enemy’s works, and 
immediately in the rear of the second line of skirmishers; the remaining 
section was held in reserve; Thirty-first Massachusetts Volunteers 
immediately to the right and rear of the right section of the battery: 
One hundred and seventy-fifth New York immediately to the left and 
rear of the left section of the battery; One hundred and fifty-sixth New 
York in the wood on the extreme right, having been sent to turn the 
enemy’s left flank ; detachment of Louisiana Cavalry, under the com¬ 
mand of Lieutenant Ives, posted in reserve, some distance in rear of 
my right. 

These dispositions being made, at 3.15 p. in. I ordeied an advance of 
the whole. My ad\ ance was met by a brisk fire from tixe artillery and 
musketry of the enemy, vbo was driven into bis woiks. 

About 5 p. 111., th(‘ ammunition oi’ the Thiity-eightL .Hat-sachusetts 
having b('<m expended, it Avas relieved by the Fid.\-third Massachu¬ 
setts. At about tlio same time, having learned tliai ^-lie inmdred 
and fifty-sixili N('W York Inul a supeiior loree to eoatend Avirli on the 
right, I oideu‘d tlicTlii: I \ fii'-t Massachusetts to go 10 its siippoit. The 
Thirty-fij*st IMassachusctts having arifted to Ls sin p )i{, a slant tune 
afterward Ilic One Imndred and fifty-sivdi Ne^' -aeitenant- 

Golonel Sharpe commanding, sn])ported by tile u.nJ :iass.u‘hu-^ 

setts, Lieutenant-Colonel Hopkins, clmrg^’d <uid eavil ‘d a »ieasl^\oik ot 
the enemy in tlio wood in Jjont of our iiglit, kiliiiig 'uaux o-f the enemy 
and capturing 80 prisoners, among the Lu tm tn^(? in*..ten no s, eiie ot the 
Seventh T<‘xas Cavalry and one of the Eigbteeinb bn h-iaiia inlaiilry. 
The fight was continued in iiont of tlie -thnd A" 1 ^s^nbiisetts and 
the artillery, and by the Thirty-first iMassriclnisei iand One hundred 
and fifty-sixth Ncav York, in the wood on the light, losiil daikness put 
a close to it, my troops liaviug advanced to witbiu liOO >ardsof the 
enemy’s works, which line they held, notwithstanding rexieated eftorts 
of the enemy to drive tliem back. This line \ras held during the night. 
In my judgment two hours more of daylight would have enabled me 
to turn the enemy’s left flank and witnessed the triumphal entry ol my 

• » T • 1 _ 
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At 5.30 a. m. of the 14tli the Fifty-third Massachusetts, Colonel E^- 
baU commaiiding, entered the enemy’s works, and at the same time 
Company D, Thirty-first Massachusetts, commanded by Capt. W. I. 
Allen, who had deployed his company as sknmishres in the wood, en¬ 
tered the fort on the extreme left of the enemy’s position, they having 
been evacuated by the enemy during the night. 

The loss in my brigade during the entire engagement was 15 killed 
and 57 wounded. Among the killed were the gallant Captain Gault, 
Thirty-eighth Massachusetts, and Lieutenants ^Tutting an4 Freer, Fifty- 
third Massachusetts and One hundred and fifty-sixth l^Tew York, who 
lost their lives while nobly battling for their country. 

About 130 prisoners were captured, 150 stands of small-arms, and 30 
cavalry horses, with all their equipments. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Eodman, Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Volunteers, 
mentions a case of marked coolness and gallantry on the part of Private 
Patrick Smith, Company D, Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Volunteers, 
who, coming suddenly upon three rebels in the wood upon the right, 
shot one of them and compelled the other two to surrender, and brought 
them both in as prisoners. 

My entire command, officers and men, behaved with marked coolness 
and courage throughout the entire engagement, proving themselves 
true men and brave soldiers. I have to speak in the highest praise of 
all the members of my staff, who were necessarily mounted and under 
fire during the entire engagement. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. P. GOODING, 

Colonel^ Commanding Third Brigade^ Third Division. 

Lieut. Peteb Feenoh, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Oen,, Third Division^ Nineteenth Gorjgs. 


No. 20. 

Be^ort of Lieut. Col. W. 8. B. HopMns, Thirty-first MassacMisetts In¬ 
fantry^ of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

Hdqbs. Thirty-pibst Eeg-iment Massachusetts Vols., 
Near YermillionviUe^ La., April 18, 1803. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by my command in the events of the 12th, 13th, and 14th 
instant: 

When the army in its advance from Pattersonville on the 12tli had 
reached the pontoon bridge which had been thrown across Bayou Teche 
by order of General Emory, I crossed the bridge with my battalion and 
one section of artillery, to report to Colonel Bryan, One hundred and 
seventy-fifth New York, who was moving up on the east side of the 
Teche, abreast with General Weitzel’s advance. 

With Colonel Bryan I advanced to within sight of the rebel earth¬ 
works on each side of the river. Colonel Bryan’s regiment skirmished 
in the cane as far as a sugar-house, situated about a third of the way 
toward the earthworks, when a fire of shot and shells was opened from 
a field battery in the earthworks on our forces, which was returned by 
our artillery. The fire continued some three-quarters of an hour, when 
our forces were withdrawn into the field below, where we bivouacked 



Chap. XX'VXL] 


OPERATIONS IN WEST LOUI^tANA. 


349 


for the night on the bayou, just out of range of the enemy’s guns, and 
where an old bridge was being re^iaired to give us communication with 
the other side. 

I picketed the ground this night, and the officer commanding the 
picket reports that frequently during the night the enemy’s scouts 
approached within very short distance of our pickets, but a shot or two 
drove them back. Our position was covered by a long row of catalpa 
trees, which divided the fields. 

At 4 a. m. the whole command was quietly called to arms, in antici¬ 
pation of an attack, under cover of the morning fog 5 but nothing oc¬ 
curred until the arrival of Colonel Gooding, Thirty-first Massachusetts 
Volunteers, commanding Third Brigade, with the Thirty-eighth Mas- 
sach usetts Volunteers. Lieutenant- Colonel Rodman. Immediately upon 
observing the ground. Colonel Gooding ordered two companies of my 
battalion into the field of action to skirmish along the edge of the woods 
on our right, which extended to the left and around the rear of the 
enemy’s works. 

I detailed Companies A and K, Captains Hollister and Hovey, under 
command of Captain Hollister. A sharp skirmish along the woods fol¬ 
lowed this movement, and I was immediately ordered by Colonel Good¬ 
ing to deploy the remainder of my battalion as skirmishers from the 
woods to the bayou, and advanced through the cane as far as the sugar- 
house on the bank of the bayou, to discover any enemy there secreted, 
and also a field battery, supposed to be stationed on the banks of the 
bayou above the sugar-house. 

This advance having been made, but no enemy being discovered out¬ 
side the works, the left of my line of skirmishers was advanced to just 
within musket range of the enemy’s works, while the right fought its 
way along the woods and the center kept the line complete. In this 
manner my battalion was engaged some three hours, when we were 
relieved by the Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Volunteers, and fell back 
to the rear to replenish ammunition. 

During this skii’inish, being the only field officer with the battalion, 
I called upon senior captain (Capt. B. P. Hollister) to act as lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel, in which position he as well as my adjutant. First Lieut. 
L. C. Howell, both being mounted and riding, of necessity, along the 
whole line of skirmishers, beluived with commendable energy and in¬ 
trepidity. 

In the disposition of the brigade made by Colonel Gooding, command¬ 
ing, for the final attack of the day upon tlie enemy’s works, the position 
assigned my battalion was that of* reserve to the One hundred and fifty- 
sixth JSTew York Volunteers, Lieut. Col. Jacob Sharpe, which was or¬ 
dered to proce(‘d along the edge of the woods to flank tlie left of the 
enemy’s works. 

The two regiments advanced, Lieutenant-Colonel Sharpe driving the 
enemy back by sharp firing until he reached a point some 50 yards 
from the wood, wliere I protected my reserve battalion from the fire by 
keeping the men lying down in the ditch, about five rods in the rear ol 
the Cue hundnal and fifty-sixth New York Volunteers. 

In this position J remained until ordered by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sharpe to sujiport him, if it should become necessary, in a charge on 
the wood, and not otherwise. The gallantry of his charge left nothing 
undone, and I followed, only to receive some of the last shots of the 
retreating enemy. Together the two regiments slept upon the field 
which they had won. 

Colonel Sharpe picketed the wood toward the enemy’s works until 
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4 a. m. of ttie 14tli, when I relieved his pickets by four companies of 
my battalion—A, Lieutenant Stewart 3 K, Captain Hovey; D, Captain 
Allen, and E, Captain I^Tettleton, all under command of Captain Hol¬ 
lister. The two battalions were then withdrawn to a new position, in 
anticipation of the old positions being shelled at daybreak, l^o attack, 
however, being made either upon our forces or our pickets. Colonel 
Gooding shortly ordered that my picket force advance and ascertain 
the situation in the enemy’s works. Capt. W. I. Allen, Company D, 
advancing through the wood, which was charged, entered a redoubt, 
palisaded in rear, capable of mounting three guns, with a ditch of five 
feet of water in front, and from which some of the best sharpshooting 
against us was done on the previous day. This advance disclosed the 
evacuation of the enemy’s works during the night. This was the left 
of the enemy’s works. 

In the rifle-pits, redoubt, and the immediate wood were found about 
25 bodies of the enemy’s dead and 1 wounded, some 20 dead horses, 
and 40 pieces of small-arms. The latter were collected, but for total 
want of transportation were left in the works by the picket. In the 
immediate vicinity the pickets captured some 20 serviceable horses, 
and on the ensuing march some 20 mules, all of which were informally 
turned over by order of Major-General Banks. The prisoners taken 
by the pickets and those who were brought in to the battalion on the 
naarch amounted in all to 33, besides about 6 wounded, who were re¬ 
turned to the hospital. These were turned over—a few to General 
Emory and the remainder to the provost-marshal at Franklin. 

On the 14th the battalion marched with the brigade to the city of 
Franklin. 

My battalion, during the time reported on, consisted of 1 field oflacer, 
3 staff officers, 12 line officers, and 400 enlisted men. These are in 
seven companies, three large, healthy companies of the regiment being 
at Fort Pike, which, had they been with me, would have made my bat¬ 
talion of disciplined men probably the largest in the field or the corps. 

It is but due to all the officers of the battalion to say that without 
exception they behaved with marked courage and energy, handling 
their men with coolness and efficiency in every position in which they 
were placed. Individual comment would include all, or do injustice to 
some. 

Of the non-commissioned officers of the regiment the same may be 
said, and oi* all the enlisted men. I am happy to say that Iheir bap¬ 
tism of fire has proved them brave without exception, obedient without 
question, and reliable for any position. I saw no man fail out, fall 
back, or falter.’" 

W. S. B. nOPKIFS, 

Lieuicnani-Colonel^ Commanding Thirty-first Massachusetts. 

Capt. E. H. FoRDnAivr, A. A. A. G., Sd Brig,, Sd Div,, imii A. G. 


No. 21. 

Report of Lieut. Col. William L. Rodman^ Thirty-eighth Massachusetts 
Infantry, of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

Hdqrs. THiUTY-EianTn Reot. IMassacuusetts Yols., 

On the road to Oj^elotisas, La., Ajpril 18, 1863. 
Colonel : In obedience to your order I beg leave to forward my 

^ Nominal list of casualties omitted; embodied inrevised statement, p. 319 . 
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report of the operations of my command during the 12th, 13th, and 
14th instant: 

On the 12th, being on the left of the Third Brigade, acting as reserve, 
there was little worthy of note in the action of the Thirty-eighth, We 
merely followed the movements of the Second Brigade in advance of 
us on the march. 

On the 13th, at about 8 a, m., I received your order to cross the river, 
and immediately obeyed. The passage of the regiment over the pon¬ 
toon bridge brought down a sharp fire from the enemy’s artillery, and 
two shells burst within a few yards of the bridge, splashing water over 
two or three companies. Arriving on the other side of the bayou, I 
soon formed my command in three divisions, and advanced beyond the 
catalpa trees into the immense cane field, which subsequently proved 
to be a veritable field of battle. While the Thirty-first Massachusetts 
deployed across the field and skirmished forward under the active 
personal supervision of Lieutenant-Colonel Hopkins, my command 
laid upon the ground in the grass ready to support the Thirty-first 
if necessary. 

At 1 p. m. I was ordered to deploy my regiment and relieve the 
Thirty-first. This was done promptly, and the line of skirmishers 
advanced a short distance beyond the fine occupied by the Thirty-first, 
under orders to merely watch and prevent any advance of the enemy. 

At 2 p. m. I received your order to prepare to advance my skir¬ 
mishers, with further instructions to press on until within good musket 
shot of the works, then to halt and await orders. I had hardly time to 
gallop along the line, communicating this order, when it was "modified, 
to the effect that we were to press on, and if we reached the enemy’s 
works we were to go into them, and to move at once. 

At 2.20 p. m., having communicated this order to Major Eichardson, 
who took charge of the left, and throughout the day remained with the 
advance, and ordered, Guide left,” I gave the command Forward,’^ 
and ordered the reserve to fix bayonets. 

I think I am justified in describing the advance as elegant. The 
skirmishers were at proper intervals, and my reserves advanced steadily 
and in perfect order under a furious fire of artillery and musketry. 
A large number of the enemy’s skirmishers, although at long range, 
immediately fled from the ditches and the cane and retired to the earth¬ 
works. The fire, which had been incessant all day, was much increased 
at this moment, and several of my men were put hors de combat. 

Color Oorpl. George H. Trow was instantly killed, and Cax)tain Gault, 
of Company A, who was in the left reserve, fell, with his leg shot com¬ 
pletely off*, and soon alter died on his way to the hospital, while several 
others were more or less severely wounded. Captain Gault was, as an 
accomx)lished officer and gallant gentleman, beloved by his companions 
in arms while living, and his loss is deeply deplored by the whole regi¬ 
ment. 

The regiment continued to advance, at first rapidly, but afterward 
slowly, until my left was within about 450 yards of the eaithworks. 
At this time, 4.15 p. m., my right had reached the wood, where it was 
evident a strong force was stationed, not more than 50 yards distant, 
protected and concealed by felled logs and thick brush-wood. Finding 
it impossible to advance in this direction I halted my line, which, pro¬ 
tected by ditches and stumps, continued to fire as opportunity pre¬ 
sented, and reported to you the condition of things at 4.45 j). m. I was 
desirous before dark to learn the progress made by the One hundred 
and fifty-sixth !New York, which was moving in the wood on the right 
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flank, fearing if I pressed into tlse wood my men might be between two 
fires. I also reported that my center was nearly out of ammunition. 

At 5.15 p. m. I was directed to allow my skirmishers to be relieved 
by the Fifty-third Massachusetts, which had been following 150 yards 
in my rear, and to send to the rear for ammunition. I brought back 
seven companies to a ditch about 100 paces in the rear of their ad¬ 
vanced position, ordered them to retake proper intervals, and send de¬ 
tails for cartridges. Just before this the One hundred and fifty-sixth 
Kew York, under Lieutenant-Colonel Sharpe, had come up in the wood, 
and my men on the right were extremely reluctant to retire. Finding 
that my left, acting under directions received from one of your staff, 
was moving a little farther to the rear, I ordered back my whole line 
to a point about 100 yards in advance of the road leading across the 
plantation from the sugar-house, where ammunition was immediately 
issued and preparations made to again advance to the support of 
Colonel Kimball. 

The enemy^s fire, which was strong at the time of the advance of the 
Fifty-third, soon slackened in front, but continued very severe in the 
wood on the right until dark. After this but few shots were fired, at 
long intervals. 

My list of casualties indicates the severity of the fire of the enemy. 
My left was most exposed to the fire of the rebel artillery and suffered 
most severely. 

Were I to enumerate, colonel, all of my command that behaved well 
I should send you my roster, and, with few emendations, my company 
rolls. Officers and men, on learning that the order was to advance into 
the enemy’s works, from the first regarded themselves as a forlorn hope, 
but hesitated not to advance boldly, and, I think, performed all that 
could be expected of them. Every step in their advance revealed more 
and more the strength of the Confederate works, which were found 
vastly more formidable than was suspected in the morning. 

I inclose a list of casualties, which shows a loss of C killed and 29 
wounded j of these last, the surgeon’s report shows 17 severely, 5 dan¬ 
gerously, and 7 slightly wounded. With one exception all these casual¬ 
ties occurred in the advance. My right, which entered the wood, found 
the bodies of 17 dead within the enemy’s position, and were told that 
they were killed by the bullets of the companies forming my right, who 
fired coolly at the smoke made by the Confederate rifles." They also 
learned from prisoners that were taken in this quarter that there were 
two regiments at least in these woods, which fully exi^ected to turn the 
right flank of your brigade, but were staggered by the steadiness of 
the advance, not only of the Thirty-eighth, but of all the troops of your 
command. 


During the night of the 13th all was quiet until about 1 o’clock, when 
the enemy’s artillery was distinctly heard on the roads beyond tlie wood 
in the rear of the rebel works. 

At dayUght on the morning of the 14th Colonel Kimball moved his 
command and took possession of the abaudoued earthworks. The 
appearance of the national flag on the parapet was greeted witli loud 
cheers from all parts of the field. 


I moved my command into the works at 7.30 o’clock, and shortly after¬ 
ward ordered the regiment to deploy and skirmish in the woods. The 
woods were only passable through paths and wood roads. In passing 
thiough, 4 prisoners were taken and turned over during the day. On 
reaching the bayou we were compelled to halt, owing to the partial de¬ 
struction ot the bridge. The Thirty-eighth, aided by some of the men 
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of the First Maine Battery, repaired the bridge, enabling yonr brigade 
to move forward at 2 p. m. 

I desire to mention one case of gallantry reported to me. Private 
Patrick Smith, of Company D, coming suddenly upon three rebels in 
the wood upon the right, shot one of them and compelled the other two 
to give up their arms (Harper’s Ferry smooth-bores), and brought them 
both in as prisoners. 

I think, colonel, I have above detailed with sufficient exactness the 
part taken by the Thirty-eighth Begiment in the operations of the 
brigade under your command, which contributed so much to the suc¬ 
cess of the Nineteenth Army Corps on the banks of the Bayou Teche. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant, 

WM. LOGAN EODMAN, 

Lieutenant^ Colonel^ Gomdg, Thirty-eighth Begt Mass. Vols. 

Ool. O. P. Gooding, 

Comdg. Third Brigade^ Emory^s Division^ 19th Army Corps. 


No. 22. 

Report of GoL John TT. Kiniballj Fifty-third Massaohusetts Infantry^ of 
engagement at Fort Bisland. 

Hdqus. Fifty-thied Massachusetts Yolunteees, 

In the Field, April 16, 1863. 

Captain: I have the honor to report the doings of my command on 
the 12th, 13th, and 14th instant: 

On the 12tli instant, at 10.30 a. m., I was ordered to march immediately 
from Pattersonville. Proceeding in column by companies through the 
cane fields for about l.J miles, I was ordered by Lieutenant Loring, of 
General Emory’s staff, to proceed and take position to the left, and in 
the rear of and iu supi)ort of Colonel Ingraham’s brigade, whose skir¬ 
mishers were then engaged with those of the enemy in the open field 
beyond the wood, in front of his line, and immediately took the posi¬ 
tion designated, throwing out skirmishers on my left flank. Upon pro¬ 
ceeding to the support of Colonel Ingraham we discovered an aban¬ 
doned earthwork at the edge of the wood, and upon examination found 
a road leading from it through the wood to the field beyond. Deeming 
this road of some importance I immediately ordered Major Pratt, with 
three companies, forward to hold the same. 

At 1.30 p. in. Lieutenant-Colonel Blanchard, commanding the One 
hundred and sixty-second New York Yoluuteers, reported to me with his 
regiment, and was ])laced in position on my right. During this time 
the skirmishing in front had been quite brisk, with the euemy gradually 
falling back. 

About 3.30 p. m. I was ordered to rejoin the brigade and proceeded 
about 1 mile toward the front, where I was ordered into line of battle, 
my position being at the right of the brigade line. After lying in this 
position about one and a half hours, during which time a heavy can¬ 
nonading was going on at the front, I was ordered back about 300 
yards to a road, where we bivouacked for the night. 

On Monday, 13th instant, at 7 o’clock, was ordered by Lieutenant 
Loring to proceed with the One hundred and fifty-sixth New York and 
Fifty-third Massachusetts Eegiments to support Duryea’s U. S. bat- 

23 R E—VOE XV 
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tery. Bemaming in this position about one honr was ordered by Cap¬ 
tain Bordham to report immediately with my regiment to Colonel 
Gooding, on the opposite side of the river. Upon arriving on the other 
side was placed in fine of battle upon a road in front of a catalpa hedge, 
with orders to hold the position, for the purpose of making a stand in 
case the troops in front were driven back. 

At 2.15 p. m. was ordered by Captain Fordham to move rapidly to 
the front and deploy four companies of my regiment as skirmishers 150 
yards in the rear of the Thirty-eighth Massachusetts Yolunteers, which 
had just relieved the Thirty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, holding 
the other four companies in reserve. I was further ordered to be gov¬ 
erned in my movements by the movements of Lieutenant-Colonel Eod- 
man’s command, to support him in case of a repidse, and, if possible, 
to charge upon and enter the enemy’s works. Conforming to the 
movements of. Colonel Eodman, we steadily moved forward under a 
brisk and weE-direoted fire from the enemy’s batteries, reserving my 
fire, as the front line was engaged with the sharpshooters of the enemy. 

At about 5 p. m. I was ordered to move forward and relieve Colonel 
Eodman, his ammunition having become exhausted. My men moved 
forward with alacrity, passing his line some 20 paces, in good order, 
and immediately engaged the enemy, the fire upon.the right and left 
being very severe. Sheltering the men as much as possible behind 
stumps, I pressed the line steadily forward until the right had ap¬ 
proached within 125 yards of the enemy, concealed behind an abatis. 
The left was pressed forward to within 250 yards of the works under a 
galling fire from the enemy’s batteries and the riflemen concealed be¬ 
hind the intrenchments. The center, not being under so heavy a fire, 
was pressed forward until it secured an oblique fire upon the enemy 
concealed behind the abatis. Holding this position and maintaining a 
brisk fire until dark, I was ordered by Lieutenant Morey to withdraw 
the line about 60 yards, to a ditch, and hold that position during the 
night. A few minutes before this my reserve, under Major Pratt, was 
ordered by Lieutenant Bond to move rapidly forward and relieve the 
two companies on the left of my line. This was rapidly and hand¬ 
somely done under a hot, concentrated fire from the enemy. 

At 10.30 p. m. there were some slight indications of the withdrawal 
of the enemy, which increased so much that at 11.30 o’clock 1 reported 
to the colonel commanding, through Major Pratt, that I had every 
reason to believe that the enemy was evacuating his works on both 
sides of the bayou. Eeceiving no further orders, at daybreak I ordered 
Captain Stratton, with 12 men, to skirmish forward and draw the 
enemy’s fire, and also ordered my entire line forward, holding it some 
30 paces in the rear. The men moved forward in good order and 
entered the works, planting our flag upon the breastworks at 5.30 a. m. 
I immediately reported to the colonel commanding the occupation of 
the works. 

At 1 p. m. I was ordered by Captain Fordham to take 10 cavalrymen 
and proceed with my regiment up the left bank of the bayou until I 
should arrive opposite the head of General Weitzel’s column, then 
moving up on the right bank of the bayou, and to capture cattle, mules, 
and horses. We moved as rapidly as possible, throwing out flankers 
flank. Arrived at the plantation of Mr. Anderson, oppo¬ 
site Franklin, at 8 p. m., where we bivouacked for the night. 

I cannot close this report without speaking of the behavior of my 
command in this their first engagement with the enemy. The men 
showed while under fire the utmost coolness and bravery, obeying my 
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orders witli alacrity and moving forward nnder the fire of the enemy 
with a determination of veterans. Of my officerSj when all behaved so 
well, it would be manifestly unjust to discriminate, and I would say 
that without exception their behavior on the 13th instant meets my 
hearty approbation. 

I desire to remark that Eirst Lieutenant ITutting, who was killed, 
particularly distinguished himseltf by his personal bravery, placing his 
men in the most favorable position and encouraging them on by acts 
as well as words. He died in a noble cause, and I believe he had rather 
met his death there than to have seen his company driven back one 
foot by the traitors to the country. 

Accompanying this I hand you a list of casualties on the 13th in¬ 
stant 5 * also a list of captures.t 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. KLMJBALL, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

Oapt. E. H. Fobdham, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant^General. 


^To. 23. 

Beport of Col. Michael K. Bryan^ One hundred and seventy^fifth New 
TorJc Infantry^ of engagement at Fort Bisland. 

Feanklin, La., April 25,1863. 

SiE: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with orders re¬ 
ceived j&’om brigade headquarters, April, 1863, this command struck 
tents and marched to the railroad, where we secured transportation to 
Brashear City, arriving there about 1 o’clock the same afternoon. 

Shortly afterward, under your direction, we crossed to Berwick City 
and encamped, where we remained until April 11, when orders were 
received to break camp, and with the regiment immediately report to 
General Weitzel. Twenty minutes after the receipt of the order we 
were on our way with this command, and after marching about 2 miles 
received orders from General Weitzel to return to the nearest landing 
place on the levee, and there await a steamer, which had been ordered 
to take us on board and land us on the opposite bank of the river, from 
and near the head of tlie column. 

After waiting for nearly four hours we embarked on the steamer 
Sykes and were landed opposite Pattersonville, where, after marching 
a short distance, we encamped. Orders were received lor me to march 
forward and keep my command near the head of the column on the 
left-hand side of the bayou. 

I remained opposite Pattersonville, having picktds thrown out about 
2 miles above the town, until Sunday morning, whcji T, with my com¬ 
mand, embarked again on the steamer Sykes and were landed near the 
pontoon bridge and about a mile above PattcKsouville. Before em¬ 
barking, the pickets whom I had thrown out weie hred on by the rebel 
pickets from the sugar-mill, and one of my men was slightly injured. 
Soon after disembarking, two of my companies were detached on special 
duty up the Atchafalaya. I formed the remainder and moved up along 
the bayou, and then threw out Company K, commanded by Captain 


* Embodied in revised statement, p. 319. 

t Two of Texas cavalry and three of Eighteenth Louisiana Infantry. 
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Ellis, as skirmishers, which moved forward, and after marching some 
twenty minutes engaged about 40 rebel cavadry, whom they drove 
back. Shots were exchanged from 2 till 5.30 p. m. Captain Ellis was 
assisted by 10 cavalry, under Lieutenant Snow 5 also by Companies A 
and D, under the command, respectively, of Captains MeCarthey and 
Kane, of my command. 

After we had met the cavalry, and had been engaged with them about 
an hour, Lieutenant-Colonel Hopkins, with his command, re-enforced my 
little band, which consisted of only about 240 effective men, as also did 
Lieutenant Morton with a section of artillery. We moved rapidly for¬ 
ward after these re-enforcements, and passed nearly up to the sugar- 
house with our infantry and in advance with that of our skirmishers, 
who here took seven prisoners with their equipments 5 and soon after 
another delivered himself up, declaring that he was a conscript and 
served against his will. 

On that afternoon the two pieces of artillery took position just oppo¬ 
site the sugar-house and opened fire upon the rebel batteries, and con¬ 
tinued firing for about half an hour, when, having all their fire directed 
against him, he was forced to retire, the odds against him in shots being 
nearly six to one. 

I cannot pass by this opportunity without highly complimenting 
Lieutenant Morton, of the First Maine Battery, and the men under his 
command, for their skill and daring while laboring under such a heavy 
fire. They from their excellent firing drew the whole fire of the enemy 
from that side of the bayou on which we were stationed, and nobly 
stood at their posts until, their guns being heated and men very much 
fatigued, they withdrew behind the sugar-house. I formed line while 
the artillery was firing, with my own regiment on the right, and posted 
the Thirly-fir'.t on the left, their left resting near the bayou. 

But two men were injured during the day’s skirmishing, and those 
merely flesh wounds. Lieutenant Morton narrowly escaped, a fragment 
of shell gazing his neck and slightly bruising the skin. 

Toward dark, seeing the army on the opposite side retiring, I deemed 
it prudent to retire about 200 yards, when I ordered the troops to 
bivouac, and soon after posted pickets on front, flank, and rear; also 
posting one piece of artillery in a position which commanded the gap 
in the small line of trees just above the bridge. The other piece pro¬ 
tected another gap and commanded the front of those trees to a consid¬ 
erable extent. Having made these dispositions, I laid down to rest, 
but was awakened several times durmg the night by the pickets 
exchanging shots. 

In the morning I sent all the prisoners to General Weitzel and de¬ 
livered them over to him, and was ordered to report to General Emory 
again, which I did, and received through his orders both commissary 
stores and ammunition, which articles we stood much in need of. 

I would mention in connection with this day’s events that the rebel 
cavalry were at one time drawn up in line of battle and seemed to medi¬ 
tate a charge upon us. The artillery took up position and fired a coui)le 
of shots into them, which dispersed them, killing a lieutenant and three 
men. This was ascertained by First Assistant Surgeon Beckett, who 
saw some of the enemy fall and humanely went to them, thinking that 
his professional services were needed, but he found their bodies horri¬ 
bly mangled and their spirits had flown to the other world. 

After resting on our arms on Sunday night we were gratified to find 
that you were coming over with the remainder of your brigade to take 
charge of the enemy on that side of the bayou. Soon after your arrival 
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I was ordered to take up a position in line of battle at a place pointed 
out by yourself, with instructions to follow the Thirty-eighth Eegiment 
at a distance of about 30 paces. This was followed out throughout the 
day, my command remaining under an artillery fire the most of the time, 
and sometimes it was a very warm fire. I moved my command forward 
until we had passed a short distance beyond the sugar-house, support¬ 
ing a section of artillery, and there remained untS ordered to retire 
about 100 yards in rear of the road leading to the sugar-house, where 
my men rested on their arms until an hour before daybreak, when they 
were awakened and prepared themselves for the battle, which 1 sup¬ 
posed would be resumed that day. Soon after you approached and 
gave me orders to go forward inside the intrenchments, as the enemy 
had evacuated their works and fied. This was complied with, and soon 
after I received orders to move forward, and thus closed my connection 
for that time with Colonel Gooding’s gallant brigade. 

Although the part assigned to me was not of a prominent character, 
still I feel assured that my command was not held back from the front 
because they could not be relied on, but because it was deemed advisable 
to hold a small force in reserve; and I hope when next the enemy is 
met, and when my regiment is again placed under your command, that 
a larger share of the work maybe given me to do, that I may show the 
other regiments in your brigade that we are deserving a place by their 
side, either in or out of action. 

The following are the casualties in the One hundred and seventy- 
fifth Eegiment hTew York State Volunteers: Killed—William Mulvey, 
Company C, shot in head by a rifie-cannon shot. Wounded—Cornelius 
Murphy, Company A, slightly, in arm; Michael Smith, Company D, 
slightly, in shoulder; Charles Helmbe, Company I, slightly, in head; 
John Geisser, Company I, slightly, in arm, and Charles Leobel, Com¬ 
pany K, slightly, in the arm. 

While I am pleased with the conduct of my whole command, I feel 
that I cannot close this report without making a special mention of 
Adjt. John Eoberts; Dr. Beckett, who rendered me valuabie service, 
and Major Gray, of the One hundred and seventy-fifth Eegiment; Col¬ 
onel Hopkins, Captain Hollister, and Captain Lee, of the Thirty-first 
Massachusetts ; Lieutenant Snow, of the cavalry ; Lieutenant Morton, 
of the First Maine Battery; and last, though not least, whose coolness 
and courage came under my own observation, was Lieutenant Bond, of 
your staff, whose conduct during the sharp fire on Monday afternoon is 
entitled to all praise, and, although it may not be my i)ioviiice to speak 
of him, I feel that true merit should not be oveilooked without being 
truly spoken of. 

I have the honor to remain, j our obedient servant, 

U. K. BRYAN, 

Colonel One hundred and seventy-fifth New York Voliintoos. 

Col. O. P. Gooding-, Gomdg, 3d Brig,, 3d l)iv,, Vdth A, G, 


No. 24. 

R^ort of Brig, Gen, Giivier Grover, U. S, Army^ comnuinduig Fourth 
Division, of ojyerations Marvh "2(j-ApriJ 20. 

Beadc^uauteus Fourtu Division, 

Barre\ Landing, La,, May 2, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report, pmsuant to instructions from the 
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Ellis, as skirmishers, which moved forward, and after marching some 
twenty minutes engaged about 40 rebel cav£flry, whom they drove 
back. Shots were exchanged from 2 till 5.30 p. m. Captain Ellis was 
assisted by 10 cavalry, under Lieutenant Snow 5 also by Companies A 
and D, under the command, respectively, of Captains McCarthey and 
Kane, of my command. 

After we had met the cavalry, and had been engaged with them about 
an hour, Lieutenant-Colonel Hopkins, with his command, re-enforced my 
little band, which consisted of only about 240 effective men, as also did 
Lieutenant Morton with a section of artillery. We moved rapidly for¬ 
ward after these re-enforcements, and passed nearly up to the sugar- 
house with our infantry and in advance with that of our skirmishers, 
who here took seven prisoners with their equipments 5 and soon after 
another delivered himself up, declaring that he was a conscript and 
served against his will. 

On that afternoon the two pieces of artillery took position just oppo¬ 
site the sugar-house and opened fire upon the rebel batteries, and con¬ 
tinued firing for about half an hour, when, having all their fire directed 
against him, he was forced to retire, the odds against him in shots being 
nearly six to one. 

I cannot pass by this opportunity without highly complimenting 
Lieutenant Morton, of the First Maine Battery, and the men under his 
command, for their skill and daring while laboring under such a heavy 
fire. They from their excellent firing drew the whole fire of the enemy 
from that side of the bayou on which we were stationed, and nobly 
stood at their posts until, their guns being heated and men very much 
fatigued, they withdrew behind the sugar-house. I formed line while 
the artillery was firing, with my own regiment on the right, and posted 
the Thirty-first on the left, their left resting near the bayou. 

But two men were injured during the day^s skirmishing, and those 
merely flesh wounds. Lieutenant Morton narrowly escaped, a fragment 
of shell gazing his neck and slightly bruising the skin. 

Toward dark, seeing the army on the opposite side retiring, I deemed 
it prudent to retire about 200 yards, when I ordered the troops to 
bivouac, and soon after posted pickets on front, flank, and rear 5 also 
posting one piece of artillery in a i)Osition which commanded the gap 
in the small line of trees just above the bridge. The other piece pro¬ 
tected another gap and commanded the front of those trees to a consid¬ 
erable extent. Having made these dispositions, I laid down to rest, 
but was awakened seveial times dnrmg the night by the pickets 
exchanging shots. 

In the morning I sent all the prisoners to General Weitzel and de¬ 
livered them over to him, and was ordered to report to General Emory 
again, which I did, and received through his orders both commissary 
stores and ammunition, which articles we stood much in need of. 

I would mention in connection with this day’s events that the rebel 
cavalry were at one time drawn up in line of battle and seemed to medi¬ 
tate a charge upon us. The artillery took up position and fired a couple 
of shots into them, which dispersed them, killing a lieutenant and three 
men. This was ascertained by First Assistant Surgeon Beckett, who 
saw some of the enemy fall and humanely went to them, thinking that 
his professional services were needed, but he found their bodies horri¬ 
bly mangled and their spirits had flown to the other world. 

After resting on our arms on Sunday night we were gratified to find 
that you were coming over with the remainder of your brigade to take 
charge of the enemy on that side of the bayou. Soon after your arrival 
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I was ordered to take up a position in line of battle at a place pointed 
out by yourself, with instructions to follow the Thirty-eighth ^Regiment 
at a distance of about 30 paces. This was followed out throughout the 
day, my command remaining under an artillery fire the most of the time, 
and sometimes it was a very warm fire. I moved my command forward 
until we had passed a short distance beyond the sugar-house, support¬ 
ing a section of artillery, and there remained until ordered to retire 
about 100 yards in rear of the road leading to the sugar-house, where 
my men rested on their arms until an hour before daybreak, when they 
were awakened and prepared themselves for the battle, which 1 sup¬ 
posed would be resumed that day. Soon after you approached and 
gave me orders to go forward inside the intrenchments, as the enemy 
had evacuated their works and fled. This was complied with, and soon 
after I received orders to move forward, and thus closed my connection 
for that time with Colonel Gooding’s gallant brigade. 

Although the part assigned to me was not of a prominent character, 
still I feel assured that my command was not held back from the front 
because they could not be relied on, but because it was deemed advisable 
to hold a small force in reserve; and I hope when next the enemy is 
met, and when my regiment is again placed under your command, that 
a larger share of the work maybe given me to do, that I may show the 
other regiments in your brigade that we are deserving a place by their 
side, either in or out of action. 

The following are the casualties in the One hundred and seventy- 
fifth Regiment New York State Volunteers: Killed—William Mulvey, 
Company 0, shot in head by a rifle-cannon shot. Wounded—Cornelius 
Murphy, Company A, slightly, in arm; Michael Smith, Company D, 
slightly, in shoulder; Charles Helmbe, Company I, slightly, in head; 
John Geisser, Company I, slightly, in arm, and Charles Leobel, Com¬ 
pany K, slightly, in the arm. 

While I am pleased with the conduct of my whole command, I feel 
that I cannot close this report without making a special mention of 
Adjt. John Roberts; Dr. Beckett, who rendered me a aluabie service, 
and Major Gray, of the One hundred and seveuty-fifth Regiment; Col¬ 
onel Hopkins, Captain Hollister, and Captain Lee. of the Thiity-first 
Massachusetts ; Licutcnaut Snow, of the cavalry ; Lieutenant Morton, 
of the First Maine Battery; and last, though not least, whose coolness 
and courage came under my own observation, was Lieutenant Bond, of 
your stall', whose conduct during the sharp fire on Monday afternoon is 
entitled to all praise, and, although it ma.’v not be my i)ioviiice to speak 
of him, I feel that true merit should not be oveilooked without being 
truly spoken of. 

I have the honor to remain, jour obedient servant, 

M. K. BRYAN, 

Colonel One hundred and seventy-fifth New York VohinUos, 

Col. O. P. Gooding-, Gomdg. 3d Brig.^ 3d Bio., Idth A, G. 


No. 24. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Cuvier Grover^ U. S. Army^ conniuinding Fourth 
Division^ of operations March "JG—Apnl 20. 

Beadquauteus Fourth Division, 

Barreh Landing^ La.., May 2, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report, pui'suant to instructions from the 
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Headquarters of the Mneteenth Army Corps, my division commenced 
ombsxkation on transports at Baton Rougo for Donaldsonvillo on Marcli 
26. Th.6 wliolo division oncampod at th.6 latter place on tlie evening of 
the 30th, and took up its line of march for Thibodeaux on the morning 
of the 31st, where it arrived, and received orders to encamp near Terre 
Bonne Station, 2J miles from Thibodeaux, on April 2. From this point 
the division was transported by rail to Bayou Bceuff, where it encamped 

from April 4 to 9. , ^ 

On the 9th it again marched and encamped at Brashear City, where 
it awaited transportation by water. Here I received orders to embark 
the division upon the gunboats Estrella, Clifton, Arizona, and Calhoun, 
under Lieutenant-Commander Cooke, and such transports as could at 
the time be obtained, and sail up through Berwick Bay into Grand 
Lake, and to endeavor to effect a landing on its southwestern shore at 
Madam Porter’s plantation, or some other more convenient point be¬ 
yond, and there debarking, to march to the Bayou Teche, cross, if pos¬ 
sible, and move upon Franklin on the south side, with a view to cut off 
the retreat of the rebel garrison at Camp Bisland; or, in event of their 
holding their position in their fortifications, to attack them in rear. 
The transportation, however, at Brashear City was found to be so lim¬ 
ited that it was found necessary to embark all my artillery, the horses 
of one battery, and a great portion of our necessary stores upon flats 
picked up afong the bay. So much valuable time was thus lost that 
it was not till late in the evening of the 11th instant that the division 
was entirely embarked. 

It was my intention to have sailed at 2 a. m. on the next morning, 
but a heavy fog settled over the bay during the night and delayed our 
departure until 8 a. m., when we sailed up the bay, the Clifton leading. 
Nothing of consequence occurred in our course until about 11.30 a, m., 
when the Arizona grounded off Cypress Island. Every means of pos¬ 
sible application were at once used to get her afloat, but without effect, 
and at 3.30 p. m. she was left and the flotilla proceeded on its destina¬ 
tion, and dropped anchor off* Madam Porter’s plantation about 7.30 p. m. 

A reconnoitering party, under Lieutenant-Colonel Fiske, First Lou¬ 
isiana Yolunteers, was at once landed in the ship’s boats and the road 
and landing thoroughly examined. In about two hours this party re¬ 
turned, finding the road utterly impassable for even infantry, the lake 
from some cause having overflown the reater part of it. The Clifton 
immediately weignod anchor, and, sa.^lug around the point about 6 
miles farther, came to anchor at what is known as McWilliams’ plan¬ 
tation. Here a reconnaissance, made by Captain Denslow, Sixth New 
York Volunteers, and Lieutenant Matthews, aide-de-camp, in command 
of a small party of the Sixth New York Volunteers, found the roads to 
the Teche to be practicable. 

The difficulties of landing at this, as well as at all other adjacent 
landings, are very great for boats of any considerable draught. No 
transport of any considerable capacity was able to go nearer than 
100 yards of the shore; but by constructing a bridge of flats, and by 
the assistance of two very small tow-boats, the debarkation, which com¬ 
menced at daylight, was completed by 4 p. m. The First Brigade, 
commanded by Brig. Gen. William Dwight, was first debarked and 
ordered to the front to dislodge the enemy from a thick skirt of wood, 
from which, with one piece of artillery, supported by infantry or dis¬ 
mounted cavalry, to the amount of about 300 or 400 strong, they en¬ 
deavored to destroy our transports and retard our landing. Having 
executed my orders in that respect with small loss, he was directed to 
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the other edge of the wood, and to hold the same and observe the enemy 
nntQ farther orders. Soon after reports from the fi*ont led me to be¬ 
lieve that the enemy was in stronger force than had been at first an- 
ticipatedj and Captain Olosson^s battery and two regiments of the Third 
Brigade, commanded by Col. H. W. Birge,were ordered to the front to 
report to General Dwight. As it was not my intention to expose a 
large force to the view of the enemy until the whole division was in 
readiness to cut its connection with our point of landing, I ordered 
General Dwight to keep the body of his troops under the cover of the 
wood, but at the same time approved of his detaching a small force—a 
regiment of infantry and two sections of artillery—to prevent the de¬ 
struction of two bridges across the Teche, which would be almost in¬ 
dispensable to our crossing. I also ordered Captain Barrett’s company 
of Louisiana Cavalry to co-operate with this force. General Dwight’s 
dispositions for this purpose were well made and were successful. As 
we had no train, except a few wagons, necessary to transport ammuni¬ 
tion, it became necessary to issue as much hard bread and coffee as 
could be carried in haversacks and return the rest of our supplies to the 
transports. Though all possible dispatch was made, the division was 
not able to take up its line of march for the south bank of the Teche 
until 6 p. m. 

I may as well state in this connection that, from information which 
has recently come into my possession, I learn that the enemy had ob¬ 
tained information through their scouts of the passage of the flotilla 
and transports by Oentreville, but a'short distance from Camp Bisland, 
the day before, but had no information as to the force under my com¬ 
mand. Immediately a courier was dispatched to Butte-^-la-Eose with 
orders for the rebel gunboat Queen of the West, and any others avail¬ 
able, to move down into the lake and attack us by water, while a small 
force of cavalry and artillery from Camp Bisland, and another small 
force of infantry, cavalry, and artillery ffom New Iberia, was ordered 
to observe our movements and dispute our landing. These forces did 
not, however, have time to effect a junction before our advance guard, 
under General Dwight, had succeeded in taking up a strong position, 
which perfectly covered it. Neither did their gunboats arrive until 
after we had cut our connection with the landing, and then only to 
meet with discomfiture and the loss of the Queen of the West. Another 
courier was dispatched about 12 m. to the rebel commander at Camp 
Bisland with information that the United States forces had landed in 
force near Madam Porter’s plantation. 

About G p. m. the division marched for the Teche and crossed on 
the upper of the two bridges which had been saved and encamped at 
night-fall on Madam Porter’s plantation, about 5 miles Irom our land¬ 
ing. The enemy at this time held a strong position in the wood in our 
front, and the night was too dark to make dispositions to dislodge 
or even to find his position, or for our own skirmishers to keep up the 
connections. It became necessary therefore to halt for the night. 

On the morning of the 14th, at daybreak, my eomniand advanced in 
the following order, viz: The Third Brigade, with llodgeis’ battery; 
First Brigade, with Closson’s battery, and Second Biigude, with Nims’ 
battery. Colonel Birge, commanding the Third Brigade, having made 
the usual dispositions for meeting the enemy, and with a strong line of 
skirmishers in front, advanced about 2 miles to near the edge of a dense 
wood, where his skirmishers were checked by a heavy hre from the 
enemy, strongly posted behind a rail fence and concealed by under- 
The enemy also had two pieces of artillery well posted under 
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the cover of an angle of the road, which threw a cross-fire upon our 

ranks. ... « 

The reserves were rapidly brought into action, which seriously shook 
the enemy’s position in front, but which necessarily, for a short time, 
exposed the right flank of the Third Brigade. Immediate advantage 
was taken of this by the enemy, who, having a heavy force concealed 
in dry ditches and the thick undergrowth on my right, but which up to 
this time had not been discovered, made a dashing charge in line of 
battle upon the right and rear of the reserve regiments. A sharp con¬ 
flict here ensued, which lasted until the boxes of the greater part of 
the regiments were exhausted, when, much overborne by numbers, they 
fell back to the First Brigade, now coming into position, and reformed 
behind it. 

Upon the first indication of this flank attack I at once ordered up the 
First Brigade, under General Dwight, and placed it in position on the 
flank, with instructions to drive back the enemy on the flank and con¬ 
nect his skirmishers with Colonel Birge’s on the front. In the mean 
time one section of Eodgers’ battery, commanded by Lieutenant Brad¬ 
ley, which had retired when its support had found it necessary to fall 
back, was placed in position to rake the advancing line of rebel infantry, 
and did great execution in their ranks. 

Of the admirable behavior of this section and the lieutenant in 
command I was a personal witness. Eight men and six horses were 
wounded in this section. 

General Dwight having taken his position, the Second Brigade, com¬ 
manded by Colonel Kimb^all, was drawn up in two lines in reserve, and 
the section of Eodgers’ battery was put in position to command the road 
in front, and the enemy were rapidly dislodged from our front and flank, 
and artillery placed farther in advance. In this advance were captured 
two caissons and one limber, the flag of the Saint Mary’s Cannoneers, a 
large quantity of small-arms, some ammunition for field-pieces, and about 
120 prisoners. The caissons, limber, and flag were captured by the 
Thirteenth Connecticut Volunteers. 

Careful reconnaissances were now made both on the front and flank. 
The enemy was found to have taken up a new and still stronger posi¬ 
tion, his right supported by the gunboat Diana, but the greater por¬ 
tion of his force was massed on his left, opposite my right, and in such 
a position as to render the cutting of his line of retreat impossible. 

It was evident his whole force, with the exception of a small rear guard, 
was in position. This was corroborated by imsoners, we having cap¬ 
tured some from every organization known" to be at Camp Bisland, as 
well as some from the re-enforcements from Kew Iberia. Indications 
were strong at this time of an intention on his i)art to make an imme¬ 
diate attack upon my position. The gunboat Diana commenced moving 
up slowly. I immediately made preparation to receive her. Mms’ 
battery was placed in position to open upon the Diana, and two com¬ 
panies of sharpshooters from the Thirteenth Connecticut placed in good 
position to pick off cannoneers. I prepared to receive rather than to 
make an attack, for the reasons that the advantages of position were 
very greatly against an attacking party, and also that from the enemy’s 
position, in case oi a successful attack, no considerable x^brtion of Ms 
force could have been cut off. 

The Diana kept up a constant cross-fire upon our position; but as 
the enemy, after some delay, showed no further disposition to attack, 
I ordered an advance on both fronts, whereupon the enemy immedi- 
ately retired. The Diana dropped down the stream a short distance 
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and was blown up and fired. A rebel transport, wbich had early in 
the day brought up re-enforcements to the enemy, was also burned. 
Very shortly after the retreat from my front Captain Perkins’ cavalry, 
from General Banks’ column, entered Franklin. 

It is impossible for me to state the enemy’s loss in this engagement, 
as their killed and wounded were nearly all sent to the rear in carts. 
We, however, buried 21 of their dead and carried ofi* the field 35 of 
their wounded. Colonel Keiley, commanding: brigade, and Colonel Gray, 
commanding, I think, the Twenty eighth Louisiana Volunteers, were 
among the wounded. Colonel Eeiley has, I am informed, since died of 
his wounds. 

As soon as communication was opened with the headquarters of the 
corps I went into camp near the battle-field, in accordance with instruc¬ 
tions, and on the morning of the 15th marched up the Teche in pursuit 
of the retreating enemy, and encamped near Dr. McGuire’s plantation, 
and on the 16th at New Iberia. 

On the evening of the 16th, Col. William K. Kimball, commanding 
Second Brigade, was ordered, pursuant to instructions from the head¬ 
quarters of the corps, with the Twelfth Maine, Forty-first Massachu¬ 
setts, and one company of the Twenty-fourth Connecticut Volunteers, 
and a section of Nims’ battery, to march upon the salt-works operated 
by the rebel Government, about 12 miles south of New Iberia. The 
enemy had, however, evacuated and removed the guns. Colonel Kim¬ 
ball destroyed the buildings, 18 in number, their steam-engines, wind¬ 
lasses, boiling and mining implements, and 600 barrels of salt pre¬ 
pared for shipment, blew up their magazine, and brought back to 
New Iberia about one ton of powder and one ton of nails. Colonel 
Kimball then returned, having fully executed his orders, and rejoined 
the division, without loss or casualties, on the ISth, at Vermillion 
Eiver. 

On the 17th the remainder of my division, with the addition of one 
brigade, commanded by Colonel Kimball, of the Fifty-third Massachu¬ 
setts Volunteers, and a battery from General Emory’s division, took up 
a line of march in the direction oi* the retreating enemy lor Vermillion 
Eiver, the other commands of the corps marching by the way of Saint 
Martinville. About 3 p. m. we came in sight of the enemy’s reureating 
column, about 2 miles in our front and near the bridge on tlie Vermill¬ 
ion Eiver. For want of cavalry we could not press upon their rear 
sufficiently to ])revent their elfeetnally destroying the bridge by lire. 
We, however, threw a few shells into their column, with what efiect I 
am unable to say. Having fired the bridge, the enemy took up a iiosi- 
tion, witli two 12-pouiider held pieces and dismounted cavalry, to dispute 
our approach to tlio river. Skirmishers were sent out on the light and 
left from the First Brigade and Captains (Jlossoii’s and Nims’ batteries 
were placed in position in the center, with a sectiou of ('aptain Clos- 
son’s battery, under Lieutenant Taylor, on the cxtrem(‘ left, and the 
woods were so efieetually shelled and covered by our skirmisliers that 
the enemy soon abaudoned the position, with the exeeihiou of some few 
sharpshooters, who hovered around till late at night. While Captain 
Clossou was placing in position the section of his battery under Lieu¬ 
tenant Taylor two of bis wlieel-borses w-.re iiisLautly killed by a round 
shot from a rebel 12-pounder. 

My command encamped upon the Vermilliiiii liiver. The whole of 
the next day was coiisnine<l in rebuilding the bridge. 

On the ] 9th the detached brigade and battery of General Emory’s 
division rejoined its division and we resumed the march for Opelousas, 
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\rli6re, without further incident worthy of notice, we encamped on the 
night of the 20th. 
list of casualties: 



For more detailed information with regard to casualties I would re¬ 
spectfully refer to inclosed sub-reports. 

On the march from Franklin to Opelousas many prisoners have been 
captured, and many escaped who might have been captured linii we 
been more adequately supplied with cavalry. Circumstances were such 
as to render it impracticable to keep an accurate account of the num¬ 
bers sent to the rear, but I judge that my division has sent to the rear 
not less than 300, besides those captured at Irish Bend. 

In closing my report I must express my indebtedness to Brigadier- 
General Dwight, commanding First Brigade; Colonel Birge, command¬ 
ing Third Brigade; Col. W. K. Kimball, commanding Second Brigade; 
Captain Closson, commanding Battery L, First U. S. Artillery; Cap¬ 
tain Mms, commanding Battery B, Second Massachusetts Light Artil¬ 
lery; Lieutenant Eodgers, commanding Battery 0, Second TJ. S. Artil¬ 
lery, and Captain Barrett, commanding Company F, Louisiana Volun¬ 
teer Cavalry, for gallantry in action and zeal and ability in the exercise 
of their commands. For special mention of regimental commanders, of 
field, staff, and company commanders, and others of less rank, but 
equally deserving of honorable mention tor meritorious conduct, I would 
respectfully refer to inclosed sub-reports. 

To the members of my staff who were present during the time cov¬ 
ered by this report, Surg. T. B. Eeed, medical director; Oapts. Joseph 
Hibbert, jr., assistant adjutant-general; F. W, Perkins, acting quar¬ 
termaster; W. P. Cowie, commissary of subsistence; J. L. Swift, acting 
aide-de-camp; First Lieuts. J. E. Colville, acting ordnance offtcer* 
J. B. Brown, aide-de-camp, and Second Lieut. T. C. Otis, aide-de-camp • 
and also to Maj. C. A. Burt, judge-advocate and acting aide-de-camp’ 
during the engagement on the 14th, I would express my obligations 
for gallantry on the field and zeal and efficiency in their various de¬ 
partments. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. GEOYEE, 

Brigadier-General, Gommamdi/ng Division. 

Lieut. Col. Eiohaed B. Ib,wtn, 

Assistant Adjut<mt-6eneral, Nineteenth Army Oorps. 


















Chap. XXVXL] 


OPEEATIONS m WEST LOUISIANA. 
25 . 


363 


Report of Ineut* Jos^h L. Hallett^ Thirty-first Massachiisetts Infantry. 

Acting Signal Officer. 


Headquarters Signal Corps, 

Fort Hudson^ La.^ July 10,1863. 

. Sib : I have the honor to report that in obedience v’ith Special Or¬ 
ders, Ko. 2, dated New Orleans, La., April 7,18G3, I proceeded with 
my flagmen, horses, and signal equipments to Brashear City, La., and 
arrived there on the morning of the 10th. I immediately reported on 
my arrival at Brashear City to Capt. W. W. Eowley, and agreeable to 
instructions received from him reported for duty on the same day to 
Brigadier-General Grover, commanding Fourth Division. 

First Lieut. Thomas S. Hall and Second Lieut. E. C. Harris were as¬ 
signed to my charge, and reported to me on the 11th. By direction of 
the commanding general, Lieutenant Hall was detailed for signal duty 
on the gunboat Clifton and Lieutenant Harris on the Estrella. The 
expedition under command of Brigadier-General Grover embarked on 
transports on Saturday, April 11, and left Brashear City at sunrise on 
Sunday, the 12th. The fleet proceeded up Berwick Bay, Bayou Teche, 
and Grand Lake. Communication was kept open with the fleet by 
signals until it reached Indian Bend, where the expedition arrived at 
5 p. m. An unsuccessful attempt was made to land troops that night, 
and the fleet lay oif Indian Bend until the next day at 6 a. m., when 
four companies of the First Louisiana Volunteers landed under cover 
of the gunboats. They were at once opened ujjou by four pieces of the 
enemy^s artilleiy, supported by 300 of his sharpshooters. I ordered 
Lieutenant Hall to the Laurel Hill, which lay near the shore, to direct 
the fire of the gunboat. In twenty minutes after the rebel artillery 
commenced firing it was silenced by the guns of the Clifton and the 
enemy driven from his ]>osition. At 11 o’cloclc the tioops had all dis¬ 
embarked, and soon took up their march to Franklin. As the gun¬ 
boats were to accouipaiiy the land force u]) the Teclie, Lieutenant Hall 
remained on the Clifton and Lieutenant Ilairis on the Estiella. 

I disembarked with the troops at Indian Bend, and was with the 
Fourth Division until it reached Thompson’s plautation, 18 miles from 
Alexandria. I have no r<‘port to make of the battles of liish Bend and 
Vermillionville, the signal olliceivs assigned with me to tlie Fomth Di¬ 
vision having been ordered to the gunboats, and I had no otlicer to 
signalize with. Had the oliject of the expedition been aeeoinplibhed, 
and the retreat of the enemy been cut oil* at Frcmklm, as \\as antici¬ 
pated, I should have opened commuuication with the signal oflieers 
attached to the Second and Third Divisions, wiiicli lelt Bei v i(‘k City by 
land, but did not reach Franklin until after the enemy had retreated.* 

# Jt- -x «■ ^ H 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ JOS. L. HALLETT, 

Mrst Lieut., Thirty-first Mass. Vols, Acting Signal Officer, 


Lieut. GEOECifl K. Heebekt, 

Acting Adjutant, Signal Corps, JDepartm&nt of the Onlf. 


'Portion here ooiitted -vrill be printed in chapter covering operations against Port 
Hudson, May 14-July 9. Series I, VoL XXVI. 
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Beport of Limt. Thomas 8. Sail, Twenty-eighth Maine Infantry, Aotmg 

Signal Officer. 

* Headqtjaetbes Signal Ooefs, 

Port Hudson, La., July 16,1863. 

Sib : I have the honor to report that in obedience to verbal orders 
received from Oapt. W. W. Eowley at Brashear City, April 10,1863,1 
reported for duty to Lieut. J. L. Hallett, acting signal officer, and 
agreeable to instructions received from Lieut. J. L. Hallett I reported 
for signal duty to Captain Crocker, of the gunboat Clifton, the same 
day. 

The Clifton left Brashear City with an expedition under command of 
Brigadier-General Grover on the morning of the 12th. Communication 
was kept open with the other boats until the fleet reached Indian Bend, 
where it arrived at 5 o’clock p. m. On the morning of the 13th, while 
our troops were landing, the enemy opened upon them with four pieces 
of artillery and 300 infantry. I was ordered to the Laurel Hill, which 
lay near the shore, to direct the fire of the Clifton’s guns. 

After the troops were landed- the gunboat Clifton was ordered to 
proceed to Brashear City, and thence’up Bayou Teche, to follow the 
army. 

At 4 o’clock p. m. on the 13th we arrived 3 miles below Camp Bis- 
land, where we found a number of torpedoes sunk in the bayou, which 
we had to take up before proceeding farther. We were delayed until 
10 o’clock a. m. on the morning of the 14th, during which time we took 
an active part in the fight which was then going on at Camp Bisland, 
our shot and shell having excellent effect on their works. 

We proceeded up the bayou a little in advance of the army. I kept 
communication open with the land forces up as far as Ifewtown. The 
Clifton there received orders to return to Brashear City and wait for 
orders. I also received orders from Capt. W. W. Eowley to remain on 
board the Clifton until further orders. 

On the morning of the 16th we arrived at Brashear City. We took 
troops aboard, and at 2 o’clock p. m. started with the remainder of the 
fleet up Bayou Atchafalaya. Communication was kept open with the 
fleet night and day. 

On-the morning of the 18th the Clifton engaged the fort at Butte-a- 
la-Eose about half an hour, when the fort surrendered. The Clittou 
was disabled in the engagement, and returned to Brashear City for 
repairs. I was ordered on board of the Calhoun by Commodore Cooke, 
of the gunboat Estrella.* 

■* # . * * X * J 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ THOMAS S. HALL, 

First Lieut., Twenty-eighth Maine Vols. and Actg. 8ig. Off. 

Lieut. George E. Herbeet, 

Adjutant Signal Corps. 


'Portion here omitted will be printed in chapter covering operations against Port 
Hudson, May 14-July 9. Series I, Vol. XXVI, e i- vuo agamai, jrorr, 
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Report of Gapt. Orma/nd F, Nims^ Second Battery Massachmetts Light 
Artilleryj of operations March 2S-April 19. 

Opelousas, La., April 21,1863. 

SiE: In compliance with instructions I have the honor to submit the 
following report: 

■ March 28, started from Baton Eouge with 106 men, 112 horses, and 
6 guns, on steamer Laurel Hill, for Donaldsouville; arrived there on 
the afternoon of the same day and went into camp. 

On the morning of March 31 broke camp and took up the line of 
march for Brashear City, about 80 miles distant; arrived there April 
9, and went into camp with 123 men, having gained 20 men by detail 
from nine-months’ troops, and lost 3 men left at Bayou Bceuff. 

April 11, embarked on steamer Saint Mary’s and on flats, and on the 
morning of the 13th landed at Madam Porter’s plantation, on Grand 
Lake; crossed the Bayou Teche in the afternoon, and went into camp 
about 2 miles from the lake. 

On the morning of the 14th my battery took position, by order Cap¬ 
tain Closson, chief of artillery, Grover’s division, at the right of the 
reserve, where it remained for about one hour and a half; then ordered 
to the left to take position near the bayou to engage the rebel gunboat 
Diana, which was supposed would come down the Teche and run by. 

April 15, took up line of march; April 16, arrived at ‘New Iberia, 
and, by order of General Grover, one section, under command of Lieut. 
W. K. Snow, was detached to join an expedition to proceed to the salt¬ 
works and destroy them; continuing the march the remaining four 
pieces arrived at Yermillion Eiver. 

April 17, by order of Captain Closson, chief of artillery, the battery 
took position on the right, and shelled the enera;^’s position at that place 
for about half an hour; distance about 1,500 yards. 

April 19, Lieutenant Snow’s section rqioined the battery, and, con¬ 
tinuing thn inarcli, wo arrived at Opelousas on the afternoon of April 
20 and went into camp. 

Casualties: Three men left behind on the march, sick, and one horse, 
unserviceable, kilkMl by order of General Grover. 

O. FRENCH NIMS, 

Captain y Gomdg. Battery B, Massachusetts Light Artillery. 


No. 28. 

Report of Gapi. Henry W. Closson^ Battery L, First U. S. Artillery^ of 
operations March 21-Aprit 20. 

Opelousas, La., April 21, 1863. 

Sir: In compliance with instructions I submit the lollowiiig report 
of the o])eratious of Battery L, First U. S. Artillery : 

Left Baton Rouge on steamer Laurel Hill Marcli 27, with 134 men, 
104 horses, and 6 guns. Disembarked at Donaldsonvnlle, 00 miles, 28th, 
and took up line of inarch for Brashear City 31st; arrived, April 9, 80 
miles; embarked on steamer and flats the night of the 11th, and dis¬ 
embarked the morning of the 13th on Madam Porter’s plantation, on 
Grand Lake. The battery was immediately thrown to the front, and 
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Taylor’s and Appleton’s sections detaclied. each to secure and hold 
bridges across the Teche Bayou, conjointly "with infantry and cavalry. 
This was accomplished, and at the left bridge, by Appleton’s section • 
and two sections of Battery 0, Second U. S. Artillery, under a very 
annoying fire from four guns of the rebel artillery and his sharpshoot¬ 
ers. Casualty, 1 horse wounded. 

During the fight of the 14th my battery was held in reserve. On the 
15th, took up line of march and reached Vermillion River the 17th. 
Estimated distance, 45 miles. At Vermillion Bridge, Taylor’s section of 
the battery was opened upon by sharpshooters and the rebel artillery 
of four guns, from the cover of the opposite bank. Casualties, 2 horses 
killed. The remainder of my battery and four guns (IfTims’) coming 
up, soon shelled the rebels out. 

On the 20th, marched into Opelousas. Estimated distance from 
Grand Lake Landing, CO miles. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY W. CLOSSON, 

Captain^ First Artillery^ TT, S. Army^ Gomdg, Battery Jj. 

Brigadier-General Aenold, 

Chief of Artillery^ Nineteenth Army Corps. 


No. 29. 

Report of Lient John L Rodgers^ Battery 0, Second U. 8. Artillery^ of 
sJcirmish at Porterh Plantation and engagement at Irish Bend. 

Battery C, Second U. S. Artillery, 

Opelousas^ La.^ April 21, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that Battery C, Second IT. S. Artil¬ 
lery, was disembarked on the morning of the 13th instant and moved 
immediately up to Bayou Teche. During tlie afternoon two sections 
were engaged in shelling the enemy’s position at the lower bridge. 
About dark the battery crossed at the upper bridge and took the posi¬ 
tion assigned it for the night. 

On the morning of the 14th instant, according to my orders, I re¬ 
ported for duty to Colonel Biige, commanding Third Brigade, Fourth 
Division, with which brigade the battery has since operated. The bat¬ 
tery followed in the column of march, the first section, under Lieutenant 
Bradley, Second Artillery, in rear of the skirmishers; the remaining sec¬ 
tions in rear of the One hundred and fifty-ninth New York Volunteers, 
until the enemy’s position was developed, when Lieutenant Bradley’s 
section was ordered by Colonel Birge to proceed through the open field 
and take position about 500 yards from the enemy’s position in the wood. 
In complying with this order the section was under fire of the enemy’s 
guns, but fortunately their shell burst over, and after the section 
opened fire the enemy retired from that vicinity with their guns. The 
rest of the battery followed on the main road and was halted to await 
orders. General Grover ordered up one piece and placed it in position 
on the right of tlie road in the field. It opened fire with spherical case- 
shot at 800 yards to the left of where the road intersects the wood, and 
where the caissons of the enemy were afterward found abandoned. 
After the firing of this piece was determined I left it in charge of a 
sergeant and accompanied the other piece to its position, about 400 
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yards in advance and on tlie road. This position was also designated by 
General Grover. It was about this time of the battle that the enemy 
attempted the flank movement on the right of our line. From my posi¬ 
tion I soon understood the movementj but the orders I had received 
prevented me from firing in that direction until I saw the section of my 
own battery preparing to retirCj and also the dress of the enemy, when 
I turned the fire of the piece in that direction and covered the retro¬ 
grade movement as well as possible. 

The section in the field under Lieutenant Bradley took a new position 
and renewed the fire, discharging canister rapidly and effectively, which, 
with the spherical case which I threw from the road over our own in¬ 
fantry, succeeded in driving the enemy back. In retiring, Lieutenant 
Bradley had 8 of his men and 6 horses wounded. Finding that the 
position of the piece on the road was in the line of fire of the skirmish¬ 
ers, and having 1 man killed and 2 disabled, I fell back about 60 yards 
and renewed the fir^ leaving a corporal in charge. The left section 
was now ordered by Colonel Birge to a position about 60 yards in front 
of the wood. As the enemy could be seen I fired canister, and after a 
number of discharges the infantry entered the wood. There was no 
more artillery firing during*^ the day. I was afterward annoyed by the 
fire of the gunboat, several of her shells (30-pounders) falling among 
the teams of the section, but fortunately not exploding. 

During the whole engagement, from 8 a. m. until about 2 p. m., the 
men under my charge behaved coolly and did their duty well. The 
first section, under Lieutenant Bradley, was in the most trying position, 
and the manner in which it was extricated from its position reflects 
greatly on Lieutenant Bradley^s courage and high sense of duty. 

The company left its camp next morning and marched along Bayou 
Teche, arriving at New Iberia on the night of the ICth; thence to 
Opelousas, La., arriving at its present camp on the night of the 20th 
instant.* 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN I. BODGEBS, 

LieuLj Second Arty.y Gomdg, Battery 0, Second U, S, Arty, 
Capt. U, W. Closson, 

Mrat Artillery^ Gomdg. Artillery^ Grorerh Division, 


No. 30. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. William Dwight^ jr.^ U. S. Army^ commanding First 
Brigade^ of operations March 1. 

At Burnt Brido-es over Bayous Oooodrie and Bceuff, 
Before Washington^ La.^ April 22,1863—7 p. m. 
Sir : We have been delayed at this poiut by unexpected difficulties 
in constructing a bridge. It is a more difficult bayou to cross than the 
Vermillion. I hope to cross by midnight. I crossed some cavalry at 
noon to-day, and they moved on the Bayou Boeuff* road, about 2^ miles 
from this position. They were ambushed by about 200 of the enemy. 

Our cavalry lost 1 man killed and 1 man prisoner. The enemy lost 
at least 1 killed to our knowledge. 

From the information which I gather here I think that the cavalry 


Nominal list omitted shows 1 mau killed and 7 men wounded. 
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we encountered was a party of the eneray returning to ascertain our 
movements. I do not expect to encounter them to-morrow. The con¬ 
dition of the enemy's army when it passed this point is described by 
those who witnessed it as deplorable. They threw a great deal of am¬ 
munition into Bayou Cocodrie, and they threw great quantities of small- 
arms into Bayou Bceuff. In short, they were disposed to abandon 
everything. The Texans declared they were going home, while the 
other troops said that if they failed to hold Alexandria they would re¬ 
treat through Arkansas toward Yicksburg. Under these circumstances 
I can go as far toward Alexandria as the commanding general may 
direct. 

From the information which I have here to-day it would seem that 
Washington might be made a base of operations. There are 25 feet of 
water in the bayou at this point. The diflS.culties of the Atchafalaya 
may be great—^they appeared very great to Lieutenant-Commander 
Cooke—^but surely where rebel gunboats have been, and waters which 
the rebels have navigated, our gunboats and transports can navigate. 

It will be impossible to get the supplies, which are in this country, of 
sugar, &c., out of the country, except by means of water transporta¬ 
tion. There are 160 hogsheads of sugar at the very first plantation 
which we have reached. There are 10,000 barrels of corn there belong¬ 
ing to the Confederate Government, stored there for the supply of their 
army. 

There is no enemy before us, for that army cannot rally. It is not 
likely that there is any in the region of Butte-4-la-Eose, or prepared to 
act on our communications on the Atchafalaya. I have further infor¬ 
mation that the raft on Grand Eiver at present forms no obstruction, 
and is not a serious obstruction at low water. 

Much that I have written may he already known to you. I have 
written it because some of it is new to me. 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, Je., 

Brigadier- General. 

Lieut. Col. Eichaed B. Iewin, 

Assistant AdjiitanPGeneral. 


At the Buent Beidges on Batotjs Cooodeie and Bgeuff, 
Beyond Waslimgton^ La.^ Ajpril 23, 1863—4.30 a. m. 

SiE: My command is beyond Bayous Boeuff and Cocodrie. I shall 
make a long march to-day. Yesterday I got information that there was 
a large flat-boat loaded with supplies of flour, &c., up Bayou Cocodrie 
attempting to get to the railroad, for Alexandria. Having obtained a 
good guide, I sent a force of cavalry to capture this flat-boat. It was 
captured, and its captain is now here a prisoner. It turned out to be 
loaded with about 50 barrels of the best quality of Louisiana rum (made 
from the sugar instead of molasses), some sugar, and some lard. There 
had been some flour on board, but it was taken by a quartermaster in the 
Confederate Army. The captain of the flat is a speculator; he owned 
the steamer Wave, and he started from Alexandria with a cargo to run 
the blockade of the Mississippi and go to Natchez. He was stopped at 
the mouth of Eed Eiver by the Hartford, which fired several shots at 
him 5 he ran away from her, and by way of the Atchafalaya reached 
this point; here he changed his cargo from the Wave to the flat-boat. 
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When the rebels evacuated this place they burned the steamer Wave. 
The flat with its cargo I leave at this bridge, under a strong guard, sub¬ 
ject to your orders. -The captain and his brother will be found there 
prisoners. The captain is particularly well acquainted with all the 
waters in this neighborhood of the Bed Eiver. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, Jb., 

^ ^ , Brigadiet'^Generdl, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ibwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oenerah 


Headqtjabtebs Advance Beigade, 

SatchamKs Plantation^ gn the Bayou Bceuff^ 20 miles beyond 

Washington^ La.^ April 24,1863—6 a. m. 

SiE: I have nothing from your headquarters in reply to my commu¬ 
nications of yesterday morning and the previous evening. I reached 
this point yesterday at an early hour in the afternoon. I had in front 
of me during the whole of yesterday’s march a body of about 500 of the 
enemy’s cavalry, which had left Oheneyville Wednesday morning, April 
22 , to come down Bayou Boeulf and watch our movements. They offered 
no resistance of any consequence, keeping about 30 to 40 men just out 
of our reach all the time. From this squad we captured 4 prisoners. 

The valley of this bayou has been so often overrun by the enemy’s 
(cavalry that it is a poor field in which to look for horses and saddles; 
the cattle, too, are easily secreted here. A great deal of the cotton of 
this region has been burned, but a great deal yet remains. The most of 
it is uuginncd or lying loosely in the gin ; this is owing to the scarcity 
of bagging and rope in this country. I had intended to have sent my 
train to Opelousas last night with a load of cotton, but the quartermas¬ 
ter who had the matter in charge loaded the teams with unginned cot¬ 
ton ; fortunately, I found this out before the train started, and had the 
wagons unloaded. 1 shall send tliis train forward to-day loaded with 
baled cotton; but there is no way to remove the cotton and sugar from 
this region exce])t by means of water traus})ortatiou. As horses and 
saddles ar<‘ not to b(3 obtained here, and as 1 am without the means to 
remov(» eollon and sugar, L shall retire a short day’s march to-day. I 
am vithoul rations, but i Iiave ground a large quantity of corn-meal, 
and if 1 bad eotUu*, subsistence w<aild be easily obtained here. 

It would seem lo me that the i)lace to look for cattle and horses is 
on the prairies above us. There 1 am assured they are as plentiful as they 
were on the prairies over which your army xiassed ou its way to Ope¬ 
lousas. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfullv, vour obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, Jb., 

Brigadlcr^ General, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


IlEADQUABTEBS ADVANCE BRIGADE, 

8atcham\s Plantation^ on the Bayou Boenfi] 20 nnles beyond 

Washington^ La.^ April 24,1863—4.30 p. m. 
SlE : My last coiniuunicalion from Alexandria is to 4 o’clock p. m. on 
Wednesday. Two intelligent negroes, who were teamsters in the rebel 



370 


W. FLA., S. FLA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap. xxvn. 


servic6, left Alexandria at that time and reached here at 12 o’clock noon. 
They say that the greater part of the rebel army was then in Alexan¬ 
dria and arrived there with them; that a portion had preceded them, 
and a portion had not arrived when they left. A small force of cavalry, 
about 500, they say, was left at the Evergreens, above Holmesville, to 
observe ns. The rebels had about thirty steamboats at Alexandria j 
two of these boats left there for the Black Eiver on Wednesday; they 
were loaded with molasses, sugar, bacon, and other provisions for the 
rebel army. The rebels were loading other boats with their ammuni¬ 
tion, guns, and other stores to transport to Shreveport. The stand at 
Alexandria was to be but temporary. The rebel force is going to the 
Upper Eed Eiver and Texas, 

Your dispatch of to-day, ordering me to halt in my present position, is 
received. I shall advance about 3 miles to a good camping ground. 

The opening of navigation must give* you from this vicinity 10,000 
bales of cotton, besides a large quantity of sugar. The greater part of 
the cotton destroyed is that in the gin and unginned. All baled cotton 
is carefully preserved by planters or speculators. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, Jr., 
Brigadier-Generalj Commanding Brigade, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters First Brig-ade, Grover’s Division, 

In carnjg on Bayou Bceuff^ beyond 
Washington^ La.^ Ajgril 27, 1863. 

Sir; In compliance with Special Orders, I^o. 100,1 have the honor to 
submit the following report of the operations of this brigade from the 
time it left Baton Eouge until its arrival in Opelousas: 

This brigade embarked on board the transports Saint Mar\’s, Iber¬ 
ville, Morning Light, Empire Parish, and Saint Maurice on the after¬ 
noon of March 26, 1863. These transports sailed at 5 o’clock a. m., 
March 27, 1863, for Donaldsonville, where the troops were debarked. 
The disorders of this embarkation and passage have been fully reported 
to you. The offenders in the Sixth Eegiment New York Volunteers 
have been punished, and I may be permitted here to state that the con¬ 
duct of the regiment since it has been purged of its bad officers and 
soldiers has been such as to deserve great praise. The brigade re¬ 
mained in Donaldsonville until the morning of March 31, when it 
marched with the remainder of the division for Thibodeauxville. It 
marched through that place and encamped at Terre Bonne Eailroad 
Station April 2,1863. The next morning the brigade moved by I'ailroad 
to Bayou Boeuff, where it encamped. The conduct of the brigade during 
this inarch was generally very good. No cases of marauding and pillage 
occurred, to my knowledge, such as have since disgraced this army. 
But in these early days of the ma^^ch it was evident that the severest 
measures would be needed to secure obedience and order. In an aggra¬ 
vated case of disobedience of orders on the part of a soldier, and of his 
having attempted the lives of two officers who gave the orders, I 
ordered the immediate execution of the soldier. It would have been 
well if the execution had taken place. It was a military^ necessity to 
the morale of the command. 
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This brigade marched from Bayou Bceuff ou the 9 th of April, 1863, 
to Brashear City, which place it reached the same day. On Saturday 
Apnl 11, It embarked on boa,rd the steamers Clifton, Estrella, Saint 
Mary’^ and Calhoun for a landing on Grand Lake, in rear of Franklin 

.g^boats sailed on Sunday forrvioou au<l 
reached lHadam Forter s shell-road landing during that afternoon A 
reconnaissance of this road, made under the direction of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fiske,(rf the First Louisiana, showed this road to be impracti¬ 
cable. The Clifton then moved to Madam Porter’s plantation road 
landing. At about 1 o clock on Monday morning, April 13, Oaiit. W. 
J. Denslow, of my staff, and Lieutenant Matthews, acting as an aide 
on my staff, with a few men from the Sixth Eegiinent :N^ew York Vol¬ 
unteers, made a reconnaissance of this road, leading from Grand Lake 
to Bayou Teche. It was found to be practicable for all arms, and at 
dawn of day the brigade commenced its debarkation. The First Eegi- 
ment Louisiana Volunteers, under Colonel Holcomb, was the lirst regi¬ 
ment to land. As soon as it advanced from the beach over the open 
field toward the thick wood the enemy opened fire from a single jiii^ce 
of artillery, and immediately after their skirmishers opened with mus¬ 
ketry. Lieutenant-Colonel Fiske, commanding the advance of the First 
Kegiment Louisiana Volunteers, advanced rapidly upon their position, 
Colonel Holcomb supporting him with the remainder of the regiment. 
They forced the wood, the enemy leaving in a very hasty manner. The 
First Eegiinent Louisiana Volunteers advanced about three-quarters of 
a mile to the outer skirt of the wood nearest the Teche. In this posi¬ 
tion I re-enforced him with all the troops that had landed, Colonel 
Birge, commanding the Third Brigade, furnishing me with two regi¬ 
ments for this purpose from liis brigade, these regiments having landed 
from the transport Laurel Hill. It was now O'o’cloek a. m. At lliis 
time appeared to our front and right a force of Iheenemv, consisting ol 
cavalry and four ])i(‘c(‘s of artillery. This force vas increased by tli(‘ 
appearance of'some infantry, which aiipearcd to be moving toward m\ 
right flank. At 10.30 a. in. a battery of artillery and some cavalry 
having rei)ort(‘(l to in(‘, and the eiumiy having appanmtly \\ithdrawn 
his force beliiiid llic sugar-house at McAVilhams’ ])lantation, I com 
nieiiccd adxanciiig iny skirmishers over the ojien field in my front, and 
T ordered the i %{\aliy to go forward and seiz(‘ the Junction of tli(‘ planta¬ 
tion road, <)V(‘r which I had advaiic<‘d, witli the road on tlie banks of 
the Te(di(‘. tl'liis movmmmf. caiis(‘d the enemy to r(‘api)ear w ith his 
(*avalry ami tw'o ])nM'(*s <d* his artillery and to ojien fir(‘ on our cavalry. 
[ inimedialcl^\ ad\an<M‘d a s(*clion of artillery and soim^ infantry to 
seize tli(‘ folk of tin* road ami, ifpossibh*, ]\Ia(iam J\n tci's bridge o\ ci* 
the T(‘eln‘. I>(‘foi(‘ 13 o’clo<*!v this wms aceimipli^lied. The liridgt* had 
l)e(‘ii tired b.\ tlu* (‘iicmy, bill the tin*, was extinguLshed biMoie an\ great 
damage was dom‘, and the negroes on tlic plantation weii‘ at once sc^t 
to wmrk to rcqiair lh(‘ bridge. At noon my IVoiil at JMadam Porter’s 
bridge was ehmred of tlu* (‘many, and 1 was prepared to (loss tin* T(*('h(\ 
Meantinu‘ (he (anmiy had advanced to d(‘slro,\ a l>ridgi‘about a mih* 
farther down, d’his had beam pj‘evcnt(‘d b\ oiii* cavalry np to this 
time, wdien 1 moveal soimi infantry and aitilkay down to hold tlH‘ 
bridge. 1 kept poss(‘ssion of lioth thes<‘, bridgess. 1 did not advmnee 
over them, in olxaliiau'e of the orders of the brigadier-general eomiiiaiid- 
ing the division, but held these ])0siTions wliile iny command was sup¬ 
plied watli tw^o da.\ s’ rations. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the eueiny 
haviug previously tlircaitcued to ila'nk my position at the low'er bridge 
by crossing a portion of his force at a bridge low^er down, and having 
rclinonislmd the attranot. ho disannoarod eiitirolv from mv iVont at, both 
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bridges. At tliis time I received an order from the brigadier-general 
commanding the division to destroy the lower bridge and cross the 
bayou at the upper bridge in rear of the division which was about to 
cross. I obeyed the order, and long after dark reached the upper 
bridge, crossed it with difficulty (it having broken down during the 
passage of the artillery over it) and took up position as directed. 

This brigade moved the next morning immediately in rear of tlie 
Third Brigade of this division. The brigade was in motion at 0 o’clock 
a. m. We had hardly advanced miles when firing assured us that 
the Third Brigade was engaged by the enemy. I immediately rode 
toward the front to observe what was going on, wlien I saw that the 
enemy was posted in a very strong position in the front of a skirt of 
wood which ran for some distance at riglit angles to tlie road on which 
we were moving and then ran offi obliquely to the left and front of the 
enemy’s position. The skirt of wood to the left and front had a cane- 
brake and high grass in its front sufficient to conceal any movement 
which the enemy might make in that direction. The Third Brigade 
had hardly become engaged when the enemy aj^pean^d in the cane- 
brake, flanking the position of onr troops. At this moment I received 
an order through Lieutenant Otis, aide-de-camp to the general com¬ 
manding this division, to move my brigade to the front. Lieutenant 
Otis had not been informed in what manner the brigadier-general (*.0111- 
manding the division wished me to dispose of my brigade. I therefore 
rode forward to see the general commanding the division in ])erson, 
directing my brigade to follow rapidly, and giving the necessary direc¬ 
tions to stretch them well to the right so as to outflank the rebel force, 
which, by its flank fire, was so distressing tlie brigade in front of ine. 
As I moved forward the scents in the open i)laiu in front of me was 
embarrassing. Two regiments of the Third Brigade w(U‘(* letreating in 
disorder and the artillery on our right was falling back, because the 
rebel infantry was enabled to advance upon it, owing to the confused 
retreat of its support. Haviug seen the brigadier-general couimaudiug 
ill person and received his directions for my advance, my brigade moved 
over the plain, driving the enemy from all their iiositions, outflanking 
them on their left, as they had previously outflanked us on our right, 
capturing prisoners, forcing the wood in my front, and oecii])ying the 
outer edge of that wood. Here I was ordered to halt and dispose my 
troops so as to hold the ground which I had gained and more eflectii- 
ally to jirotect the right flank o^' our position, which was said to be 
tbroatened by the enemy. The officer commanding the Third Brigade 
did not occupy the outer skirt of the wood in trout ot‘ him, so that the 
left of the Ninety-first New York Volunteers had to be retired inlo the 
wood to form a junction with his liue. The character of the wood and 
of the ground on our right flank made it diffieult, if not impossible, to 
tell what the enemy was doing in tliat direction, and tlie constant rc- 
jiorts from iny trout in a great degn^e coiitirmed the rtqiorts from the 
iront of the Third Brigade that the enemy were massing 1 heir‘troops 
on oar trout and right for the purpose of making an attack. Ily coin- 
niaiid of the brigadier-general comuiandiiig the division 1 held the 
position which 1 now occupied for some time, and remained ((iiiet in it. 
i iiiall^s 11 ecei\ od an order to advance and clear my front, ^iy brigade 
did advance until it met the adv^aiice of General Bnioiy’s division near 
hiauklin. V hile the brigade was advanciifg the news was announced 
ot the occupation of Franklin by the advance of that portion of the 
Nineteenth Arin,\ Corps which was coinuiauded by Major-General 
Banks. Ihe brigade occupied and held all the positions of the enemy 
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before which the Third Brigade had failed. Its loss was about 7 killed 
and 20 wounded. It captured 70 prisoners from the enemy. This 
result was mainly due to the admirable conduct and advance of the 
Ninety-first Kew York Volunteers, under Colonel Tan Zandt; the First 
Louisiana Volunteers, Colonel Holcomb, and the Sixth Xew York Vol¬ 
unteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Cassidy commanding. The other regiments 
of tlie brigade acted as supports. For one and a half hours this brigade 
held all the positions of the enemy unsupported by any portion of the 
Third Brigade, which was on its left, and which did not advance to the 
edge of the wood in their tront until long after I had occupied the edge 
of the wood in my front. Their failure to do this, and the difficulties 
which the Sixth New York Volunteers encountered in the nature of 
the ground over which they advanced, caused us to lose many prison¬ 
ers that otherwise must have fallen into our hands. Too much praise 
cannot be bestowed on the manner in which the Ninety-first liegiment 
New York Volunteers advanced under command of Colonel Van Zandt. 
But all the regiments ol* this brigade did their <lnty in a manner which 
reflects great credit on officers and men. I was" greatly indebted to 
iny staffi, Lieutenant Hunt, acting assistant adjutant-general; Captain 
Beiislow, acting chief of staff; Lieut. F. M. Abbott, aide-de-camp; 
Lieut. Charh^s Dwight, aide-de-caiu]), and Lieutenant Matthews, vol¬ 
unteer aide-de-camp, for their gallantry and the assistance which they 
gave me. 

Q^his brigade encamped on the evening of the engagement, April 14, 
1803, near the scene of tbe action. Next morning it marched in pursuit 
of the enemy, and at night encamped near Indian Village. Next day 
it marched to Now Iberia. The scenes of disorder and pillage on these 
two days^ march wei’c* disgraceful to civilized war. Houses were en¬ 
tered and all in them destroyed in the most wanton manner. Ladies 
were frightened into delivering their jewels and valuables into the hands 
of the soldiers by threats of viohuice toward their husbands. Negro 
women were ravislied in the ])resence of white women and children. 
These disgusting s<‘en(\s were due to the want of discipline in this army, 
and to tlj<‘ utter in(*oni])et(Miey of r<‘gimeiital officers. 

At uigiit in N<‘W" lb(‘ria tliere was .some noise and confusion in this 
brigade*, owing to the lai*t tliatsoim* soldiers got hold of Louisiana rum. 
Oil the morning ol* tlie 17tli this brigade, in advance, started over tlie 
upper route* Ibr Vermillion Bridge. l><‘fore reaching thebridge tlieeneniy 
was S(‘i‘n by s('outs, mount<*d for the pur])ose, trom the Si\lli Itegi- 
ineiil New York Volunteers. These scouts soon brought iioricc of 
wagons b(*Ionging to the* (‘iieniN passing over rlie prairie* te> eiur lent. A 
portion e)l' (he* se*emts we*ie‘ eletaedieel te) eaptuie tlieir wagons. The\ 
succeeeleel in captnmig three ofthem. The lemainele*]* of the e‘uein\\s 
train, as far as sern, aineninting te) about wagons, was seen l)\ 
these scouts. Ilael an> cavair\ with wdiicli te) ])iiisne tlicin l)t*en with 
this ce)lumn weeeiiilel lia\e* capiure*el tliem, l)iit the* se*e)uts being our oiil> 
mounted fore'e* it w'as iinj)e>ssible te) make the* attempt, 'file eiiein,\\s 
cavalry w^as also se‘eii 14)011 the plain anel tired upe)n Dining the can¬ 
nonade at tin* brielge tlie* l)rigaele furiiislied sliaipshooiers, and also 
furnished supports te) the batteri(*s. In pei Ibiining these eliities its loss 
was 1 killed and 4 w^ouiieleel. \Vc remained on the* ISth at the bnrneel 
bridge. The lollowiiig* day the biigade marched to (Jarrion (hmv 
Bayou. The pillage^ on this day look the lorin e)f shooting poultry 
on the open luairu*. Stragglers from the tH)nt of the (*olumn fired 
to the rear in such a way as greatly to endanger the lives of the 
soldiers in rear of them. The inarch of the next day, April 20 , 1863, 
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brought US to Opelousas. The general conduct of the brigade, as com¬ 
pared with the conduct of the rest of the army, has been good during 
these operations. But there are worthless officers and soldiers in its 
ranks who have disgraced it. I must speak with commendation of the 
conduct of the Sixth Eegiment New York Volunteers since their con¬ 
duct on the way to Donaldsonville. They have surprised me in their 
deportment and justified the value I attached to ridding this regiment 
at that time of certain officers and soldiers. They have fairly won back 
their colors. To several officers of the brigade I have been indebted 
for their activity, energy, and vigilance, but I must specially mention 
Colonel Holcomb, of the First Louisiana Volunteers, whose services have 
been very valuable. 

I inclose a complete list of casualties in this brigade.*' 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, Jr., 
Brigadier‘General^ Commanding Brigade. 

P. S.—I also inclose reports from the commanding officers of the 
regiments in this brigade, with the exception of the Twenty-second 
Eegiment Maine Volunteers. This regiment is on detached service, 
and it is impossible to get its report at present. I call the particular 
attention of the brigadier-general commanding the division to Colonel 
Holcomb’s report, which is more minute than any other, and very 
accurate as far as Colonel Holcomb’s information extended. Colonel 
Holcomb thinks the enemy had two pieces of artillery at the landing at 
Madam Porter’s plantation road. The intervals of firing and the wheel 
tracks did not indicate this. Again, Colonel Holcomb thinks that at 
the engagement at Irish Bend his regiment was in the center and the 
Sixth New York Volunteers and Ninety-first New York Volunteers 
respectively on his right and left. In truth. Colonel Holcomb’s regi¬ 
ment acted as a support to these two regiments. The Sixth and Ninety- 
first New York Volunteers were deployed across the whole front of 
Colonel Holcomb’s regiment, and they did not halt until every position 
of the enemy was carried and held. There are other minor and insig¬ 
nificant inaccuracies in his report. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, Jr., 

Brigadier-OcneraL 

Capt. J. Hibbert, Assistant Adjutanl-GeneraJ. 


Headquarters Advance Briuade, 

Shield! 8 Plant at ion ^ April 27, 1803—1) p. in. 

Sir: Your communication of this date has just b(‘en linnded nu* by 
Lieutenant Abbott, of my stall. It would lake n\o a long time to (*oi 
lect all the supplies 1 was directed to obtain, and, lioin vlial 1 ]n‘ar 
reported fi*om your neighborhood, I suppose 1 could u(‘ver obtain Inue 
anything like the amount to be got in the neighborhood of Opelousas 
and Washington. The proper place to look for horses and cattle is on 
the jjrairie, as I have said before^ Tiiese statements being taken as 
true, there can be no object in my remaining here longer. I can obtain 
nothing but what you arc getting more easily, and m> ])osition is a bad 
one. I shall therefore retire to-morrow moining at daybreak. The in¬ 
formation which I have obtained to-day*of the enemy’s force and inove- 

.,.,1 +. 4 .. ,.4 V 
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iTieiiis is as follows: There are 400 of the enemy’s cavalry at the bridge 
jnst beyond Holmesville. There is a strong picket just this side of that 
place at the cross-road. There are about 40 mounted men on the Big 
Gane road, which is the road on my right as I look toward Holinesvill^ 
At the Oocodrie Bridge, toward Ohicotville, there are 200 more mounted 
men. These latter went to that bridge this morning or yesterday after¬ 
noon from, the bridge above Holmesville, when their place was supplied 
at the Holmesville Bridge by 300 mounted men from Alexandria. There 
are perhaps from 40 to 60 cavalrymen ranging the roads to my left as 
I look toward Holmesville, to observe my movements. The little aiiair 
of Captain Williamson’s cavalry yesterday morning at daybreak is said 
so to have frightened the enemy’s sentinels that they find difficulty in 
keeping the men on post. The enemy is said to be moving back to 
Holmesville from Alexandria to feel us in greater force. This he is said 
to be forced to do because his forces are so much demoralized that they 
will disband unless they can fight us. They hope by a contest to call 
back to their ranks many who have deserted and many who insist on 
going to Texas. 

The enenry are building breastworks, about 15 miles this side of Alex¬ 
andria, of cotton bales^ covered with dirt. I believe these are all the 
reports that I have of the enemy’s intentions. They are such as to 
render my stay here without an object, or rather without an important 
object, useless. 

1 hear further that the enemy haA^e just got 15,000 men at Alexandria, 
and that the>; have moved 3,000 of those we drove up toward Alexandria 
back to this end of the railroad from Alexandria, tow'ard Cheneyville. 
The numbers in both these cases are probably exaggerated. 

I intended to have sent out to-night a regiment of infantry and some 
cavalry to have driven the enemy from the bridge beyond Holmesville 
and to liav<‘ IcsUmI the correctness of these rumors. I should have 
made this inovcuneiit at an hour and under difficulties arising from the 
mud, &ic., which would have insured success aud perhaps surprise, and 
still further puzzh'd the enemy as to my intentions, but your dispatch 
and the entire <*ireiimstances of the case cause me to retire. 

1 hav<*> lh(‘ honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, Jr., 
Brifjadlrr-General^ Commanding Advance Brigade. 

Lieutenaid-(N)l()nel I rwln, 

Assifitanf Adjutant General. 


IIdqrs. Hiust Brkjadr, Grover’s Division, 

Washington^ La.^ Mag 2, 18(>3—6 a. in. 

Sir: 111 (*()ini)lianee with instructions received from tlie biigadier- 
general eoininanding this army. I moved yesterda;v afternoon against 
the eiuuny with all tin* cavalry belonging to this arin>, tlie h'oiirtli Kegi- 
ment Wisconsin Volunteers, and two ])icces of aitillery. J found tho 
enemy as soon as I had crossed the bridge at Washington, and such 
was the first resistance that 1 met with Irom him that 1 ordered Captain 
Barrett’s eonii)aiiy of Louisiana cavalry to move to the front through 
an old path and road so as to come out in rear of the rebel troops. The 
conduct of this movement was confided to Major Itobinson, chiet ot 
cavalry, and he was furnished with a negro guide, who was acquainted 
with the woods and paths. Major Bobinson was directed to avoid the 
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road leading from the path which he was to take to Madam Webb’s 
plantation, and to press on and come out in the rear of the enemy, on 
the road near Madam Quirk’s, and also near a Catholic church. Major 
Eobinson was told that if the negro guide did not show him the proper 
road or path to accomplish this end that he must shoot the negro and 
return to this command. 

The Fourth Wisconsin Eegiment, in my advance, continued to drive 
the enemy in the front and pressed him nearly to the cross-road, which 
joins the road on the left bank of Bayou Bceuff, at Madam Quirk’s and 
the Catholic church, before referred to, when Major Eobinson joined 
my rear through the cross-road on Madam Webb’s plantation, a road 
he had been distinctly ordered to avoid. Major Eobinson made a thou¬ 
sand difficulties in the way of the execution of his orders. He accom¬ 
plished nothing; and, as all hope was now lost of cutting off a portion 
of the enemy at the cross-roads, I contented myself with throwing a 
few shells into a sugar-house, said, by a prisoner 1 had captured, to be 
a station of the enemy’s, and observing the effect which these shells 
produced. I then directed the method in which the troops should 
retire to Washington, and immediately left for that place. “ 

This reconnaissance shows that the enemy was in strong force in cav¬ 
alry in our front; that all his cavalry is now concentrated on the left 
bank of Bayou Bceuff*; that his cavalry is composed of Sibley’s brigade, 
the enemy’s Louisiana cavalry, Clack’s battalion, and Hubbard’s bat¬ 
talion—^in all about 3,000 mounted men; that the artillery and infantry 
of the enemy have gone beyond Alexandria, and that while this force 
remained in its present position there is nothing to fear from attacks 
on the enemy’s right from the plains leading toward Texas. 

I shall send you the prisoner captured last night and any others who 
may fall into our hands. 

With the exception of Major Eobinson the troops did all that was 
asked of them. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, Jr., 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding Brigade. 

Lieut. Col. Eichard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

P. S.—This report lias been written in a very hasty manner. I wshall 
endeavor to see the biigadier-general commanding these forces as soon 
as I have rested from my fatigue. 

Very respectfullj J 

WILLIAM DWIGHT, Jr., 

Brigad ler-Genera L 


No. 31. 

Report of Col, Richard E, Solcomhj First Louisiana Infantry ( Union)^ of 
operations March 29-April 20. 

Headquarters First Louisiana Volunteers, 

Bayou Baiuf \ La,,, April 28, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I Joined my regiment on March 
29 at Donaldsonville, having been absent a few days in New Orleans, 
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aucl remained there two days. The regiment left Donaldsonville with 
the brigade ]\Iarch 31, and proceeded to Terre Bonne Station, near 
Thibodeaux; remained there two days and took the cars for Ba,you 
Boeuff. Nothing occurred on the road of any interest. 

Kemaiued encamped at Bayou Bceuff until April 9, when we left for 
Brashear City, Bemained there from the evening of the 9th till the 
evening of the lllh, and embarked on board the United States gunboat 
Clifton. 

The next morning the fleet started for Irish Bend, on Grand Lake, 
and arrived the same evening. A reconnaissance was ordered to be 
made of the road it was intended to pass over by two companies of the 
First Louisiana Volunteers, under command of the lieutenant-colonel, 
which was made the same evening, the companies returning to the 
Clifton at 11 p. m., and the route was pronounced impracticable. 

The fleet passed up the lake a short distance farther, a good road 
was found, and the order was given for this regiment to disembark at 
daylight on the 13th. The regiment disembarked in a short time, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fiske, with two companies (C and F), were ordered 
to move forward as skirmishers and examine the country in the neigh¬ 
borhood of the landing. The regiment was drawn,up in line, ready to 
assist the skirmishers or to move in any direction at a moment’s warn¬ 
ing. The skirmishers had advanced but a short distance when the 
enemy opened fire with two pieces of artillery and about two companies 
of (raValry, all of which were under cover of the adjacent wood and 
behind a high fence. The skirmishers continued to advance in good 
order, notwithstanding the galling fire of the enemy, which was from 
the front and the right flank, 1 was ordered up with the balance of 
the regiment to support the skirmishers, and advanced directly up the 
road which led through the field and woods, and which was the route 
to reach the Toebe. About this time Lieutenant-Colonel Fiske and 
two men were wounded, but the skirmishers still held their ground, 
and were in good order when I came up. I formed the regiment in 
line to th(‘ left of the road, and continued to advance, and soon received 
tlie enemy’s fire from tlie front and the right flank, and had two men 
slightly wounded. The two pieces of artillery of the enemy were 
(liiectl.v ahead in the i*oad at the edge of the wood, and 1 thought by 
moving a little to llu‘ hd't 1 (*oiild avoid their fire, and also the tire of 
the gunboats, several shells from which fell near the right of our line, 
au<l that l)\ entering tin* wood and making a flank movement to the 
right 1 might cut otf the retreat of the enemy. I ordered the regiment 
to tire a \ olley and eliarge into the wood, wliich they did in good st.\ le, 
but the eneniN seeing this movement retreated as quickly as i)ossil)h\ 

I would say here that the officers and men of m> conimaiid behaxi^d 
admiiably and ^^lth great gallantry. They advanced as steadily ander 
tire as veterans. I'liough perliaps some ofiicorsdeserve especial piaise, 
>et when all did so well it is difficult to particularize. 

I \Aas then ordered to advance on the road through the swamp to 
the edge of tln^ clearing beyond, winch 1 did, throwing out skirmishers 
in advance. As we came to the edge of the clearing we saw the enemy 
drawn up in line, with four pieces of artillery and a battalion of eavaliy. 
Eemaiued at the edge of the clearing till 10 p. m., most of the division 
having passed by, when we were ordered to go for\^ard and support 
Closson’s batter^, which was protecting a crossing of the bayou about 
2 miles below Madam PorteFs. 1 also had a ])art of the One hundred 
and tliirty-lirst New York, the Sixth New York, and the Twenty-second 
Maine. I threw out some of my men as sharpshooters, as the enemy 
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wore pouring in a scattering and galling fire from the west bank of the 
bRyou. Lost two men killed in the afternoon. At about 6 p. m. was 
or^red back to bivouac on the west bank of the bayou, with orders to 
destroy the bridge we had been holding. 

Early the next morning, the 14th, the regiment was put in line of 
march'and proceeded down the bayou, when firing commenced between 
our advance and the enemy, who had taken a position about 2 miles 
from Franklin. The Third Brigade was first to advance, but the enemy, 
holding too strong a position, it was found necessary to send forward 
the First Brigade, and, with the Mnety-first and Sixth New York, I 
was ordered forward. The Ninety-first advanced on the left, the Sixth 
New York on the right, and the First Louisiana in the center. The 
First Louisiana and the Sixth New York advanced but a short distance 
when we were ordered to halt in that position till about 3 p. m. I was 
ordered to send forward two companies as skirmishers, which 1 did, 
under command of Adjt. Charles H. Grosvenor, and they arrived to 
near the line first occupied by the enemy. The Sixth New York had 
been ordered to advance as skirmishers on our left, and I was ordered 
to go forward and supporn them, sending forward the skirmishers on 
the right. In accordance with this order we advanced about 2 miles, 
when we suddenly came upon the forces under command of General 
Emory. The same evening we returned and encamped at Irish Bend, 
on the Teche. 

The next morning (the 15th) we again took up the line of march for 
Newtown, or New Iberia, which place we reached the afternoon of the 
16th. 

On this march I received orders from General Banks to allow no 
straggling, and was told if any enlisted man was found out of the ranks 
during the march without the permission of his company commander 
the captain of the company to which such man belonged would be dis¬ 
honorably discharged the service. I communicated this order to my 
company commanders, and most of the companies succeeiled in comply¬ 
ing with it. Two captains, however (Captain Salomon, Com])any E, 
and Captain lleuaud, Company A), after repeated warnings, allowetl 
their men to loiter behind so much, for the purpose of pillaging, ap¬ 
parently taking no pains to prevent it, that, in accordance with the 
order ri'ceived from the commanding general, 1 was obliged to ])lace 
them under arrest. At Newtowm, during the night that we reniaiiKMl 
there, the men found some intoxicating liquor of some kind, and inan> 
of them during the night and the next morning were under the infiii- 
enee of it. They made me some trouble, though nothing serious Iiaj)- 
peued. 

The morning of the 17th we proceeded on, and made a long march of 
22 miles to Vermillion Bayou. Here the enemy had burned a bridge 
and had two or three pieces of artillery posted on the oppositi^ side of 
the bayou to opjiose our advance. Our batteries were ordered up and 
shellecl the woods, where they were until about dark, when we went 
into camp, but were allowed to build no fires, of which my men com¬ 
plained somewhat, as they had had nothing to eat for some time and 
wished to make some hot coffee. We were detained at Bayou Vermill¬ 
ion the next day waiting for the reconstruction of the bridge. 

The morning of the 19th our line of march was taken up for Opelousas. 
I was quite unwell—indeed, had been suffering for some time; so much 
so that I lefc the regiment in command of Adjt. Charles H. Grosvenor, 
and 1 followed slowly on my horse. I was ordered to leave a coin})auy 
at the bridgie before referred to, and left Company G, Oapt. A. W. Per- 
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sons. About 1 o’clock on this day’s march, while the brigade was 
halted, several rifle shots came whistling over my regiment, fired by 
stragglers who were engaged in plundering. One shot struck very 
near one of my lieutenants. Two men were airested by General Dwight 
for this carelessness, and were ordered by him to be shot, and the First 
Louisiana was ordered to furnish a detail of six men with loaded mus¬ 
kets to do it. The general, however, countermanded the order and sent 
the men to be placed in charge of the guard of the First Louisiana Regi 
raeiit, where they are now. 

During this day’s march I was ordered to send two of my companies 
from my regiment out on either side of the road to pick up all the horses 
they could find, and, if possible, mount all theii* men and join the regi¬ 
ment again in the evening. 

Nothing further of importance occurred until arriving at Opelousas 
the evening of the 20th. The hTrst Louisiana Volunteers were marched 
through the town and placed in camp on a road going out to the west. 

While at Opelousas I issued an order appointing Adjt. Charles H. 
Grosvenor acting major, as we have had no major for some time, and 
Lieut. T. L. ycott acting adjutant. 

I have now so far recovered as to be able to take command of my 
regiment. 

I would remark, in conclusion, that my men, during a great part of 
the time referred to, suflered for the Tvant of a sufficient quantity of 
coffee and hard bread, and many of them, too, complained ot being 
obliged to eairy knapsacks when they seemed of so little use. 

Yours, very respectfully, 


Lieut. William 1>. TIlnt, 

Actini) A^snlstant AdjxUant-GenemL 


R. E. HOLCOMB, 
Colonel^ Commanding, 


No. 32. 

Report of Lievl. ('oL Michael Cafisldy^ /Sivtli New Yorh Infantry^ of opera- 
Hons March '‘lO-April 20. 

llDQUS. Sixth Regiment New York Volunteers, 

Little Bayou Ba'uft\ La.^ April 25, 1803. 

Sir : 111 a(‘('or(l;ui(*<‘ with verbal instructions received from Bi igadier 
General l)\\ight, I have the honor torepoit that the Sixth lieginient 
New Yoi k Volunteeis embarked on the steamer Morning Light at I>atoii 
Rouge March 20 for Donaldsouville, arriving next morning, naIiclc tln‘ 
regiment eneaiiqied until Tuesday, March 31, leaving that day and pasv 
lug through Thibodeaux April 2, encamping for the night near tlie lail 
road station at Terre Bonne, and on the 3d going on the cais to Buyoii 
Boeufl*, eneanij)iiig there until April 0, when the regiment marched to 
Brashear City, where tlie regiment again encamped until the 11th in¬ 
stant. Tliat da.> embarked on board the steamers Estiella and Clitton, 
lauding at Indian Bend, on Grand Lake, on Monday morning, the 13th 
instant, and was there engaged with the enemy, having 1 man mortall;y 
wounded (since dead). Crossed the Teche that night, encamping on 
Madam Porter’s plantation. Next morning we inarched to Irish Bend, 
where a battle took place. The Sixth Regiment New York Volunteers 
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being engaged with the enemy, encamped near the battle-field that 
night. Nest morning commenced to march toward New Iberia, which 
place the regiment reached on the 16th instant, and next day marched 
to Vermillion Creek, where the regiment was again engaged with the 
enemy, losing 1 man killed and 3 wounded *, crossing the creek next 
day, marching toward Opelousas, which place was reached on the iiOth 
instant, and encamped there. 

1 am, sir, very respectfnUy, yonr obedient servant, 

MICnAEL CASSIDY, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sixth New Yorl: Vols.j Comdg. 

First Lieut. William B. Hunt, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


No. 33. 


Report of CoL Jacob Van Zandt^ Ninety-first New Yorh Infantry^ of en¬ 
gagement at Irish Bend and action at Bayoit VerniiUion, 

Beport of marches and engagements made by Ninety-first New York 
Volunteers since leatdng Baton Rouge, La., March 20, up to tlie time of 
its arriving at Opelonsas, La., April 21, 1863: 

Left Baton Rouge on board steamer Laurel Hill March 26 for Doii- 
aldsoiiville. Left DonaldsonviUe March 31 and marched three days, 
arriving at Thibodeaux. Left Thibodeaux on April 3 and arrived*at 
Bayou Boeufi:*; encamped until the 9th instant and marched to Bra- 
shear City. Left Brashear City on the 12th instant on board steamer 
Calhoun and landed at Irish Bend on the 13th instant. 

On Tuesday, 14th instant, while three regiments and a section ol* 
U. S. artillery were in full retreat, the regiment was ordered to the Iroiit 
as skirmishers, and i)assed through the wood, meeting with a loss of 2 
enlisted men killed and 1 commissioned officer and 8 men wounded. 
Again marched until the 17thinstant to Bayou Vermillion, when (lie 
regiment was again ordered to the front, and met with a loss of 2 enlisted 
men wounded. Left Bayou Vermillion on Sunday, the 19th instant, and 
arrived at Opelousas on the 21st instant. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. VAN ZANDT, 

Golonelj Commanding Ninely first New York Volunteers, 


NO.-34. 


Report of Col. Nicholas W. Bay,^ One hundred and thirty-firsf New York 
Infantryj of operations March lij-April 20. 

General : I have the honor to report the following as the incidents 
that occurred during the march of this regiment, One hundred and 
thirty-first Regiment New York State Volunteers, from Baton Rouge 
to Opelousas: 

Thursday, March 26, went on board transport steamer Saint Mary’s 
at Eaton Rouge at 11 p. m. 

hriday, March 27, left Baton Rouge at daylight. On the way to 
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Donaldsoiiville was ordered to disarm 30 men of the Sixth Kew York 
A'okinteers, which order was executed. The same day reached Donald- 
sonville and went into camp. 

Tuesda.N, Manih 31, left Donaldsonville at 6 a. m. and marched to 
Terre Bonne. 

Thursday, April 2, arrived at Terre Bonne in the evening and went 
into bivouac. 

Friday, April 3, the left wing started in the cars at 3 p. m., followed 
by the light wing about dusk, for Bayou Boeuff, reaching there and 
going into bivoua<j until the next day, when tents'were pitched. 

Thursday, April 9, left Bayou Boeuff at o a. m. and marched to Bra- 
shear I'ity, arriving at 3 p. m. 

Saturday, A]>iil 11, the regiment embarked in the gunboat Estrella, 
(’ommander (looker 

Sunday, Apiil 12, at daylight the gunboat sailed with the regiment. 

Monday, April 13, landed about 9.30 a. m. on McWilliams^ plantation, 
on western shore of Brand Lake, Marched up and formed in line of 
battle in the rear of the Sixth New York, who were acting as skirmish¬ 
ers. Mandied to th(^ Teciie, throwing one company out as skirmishers, 
(dossou’s l)a^tcr,^ following us. At Madam Porter’s plantation used 
the negroes to repair th(^ plantation bridge, which the rebels had par¬ 
tially destroyed. About fifteen minutes after we arrived there, was 
ordennl to send companies, under Major Bexford, to a bridge at the 
sugar-house, some l.l miles below Madam Porter’s. Arriving here the 
enemy ojxuied with brisk firing on both flanks (artillery and infantry) 
from th(* other side (west side) of the bayou. This continued until dark, 
our companies maintaining their jmsition, when the enemy retired in 
cons(‘(|ueiic*e ot‘ th(' skirmishei's of Birge’s brigade, who had crossed the 
upper bridg(*aiid wtTC marching down on the opposite side (right bank) 
of tlie bayou. \V<‘ then destroyed the bridge and retired up the bayou 
to Madam I’oitei’s bridge, where we crossed and bivouacked for the 
night. In Uie action at the bridge we had 4 men wounded, 1 mortally. 
We found by tliis da^^’s exjXM'icmee that our pieces were very defective 
and e\(‘(‘edingl\ short of range. 

Tiu‘sda,\, Aju il 11, left jMadaiii Porter’s plantation and marched to¬ 
ward l^’ranklin. When witliiu about 2 miles of the town the head of 
the eoluinii was <ittaek(Ml; a brisk engagement ensued; were called 
to support Birge’s bngad(*; advanced iii line of battle to the wood, 
having 3 invu talom to the lear w’oiiiided. The enemy retired. Went 
into bivouac at sugar house, m*ar the battle-field. 

Wkxliies(la,>, Apiil IT), marc'hed to Cliareiiton and bivouacked. 

Tlinrs(la>/Aj)ril Bi, ma’rh(‘d to New Iberia and w^eiit into bivouac. 

Fiid<t.\, Api'il IT, pursued the euemy to Verinillion Bridge, w’here 
they huiiKMl the bn(lg(\ Here oceurred a brisk artillery duel, the ene¬ 
my IxMiig i)osted on th(‘ o])posite side of the ba,^ou. My regiment sup- 
]K)ite(l Niins’ ball<‘ry; bivouacked that night near the bayou. 

Satuulay, Apiil IS, changed position in the moruiug neaier bayou. 

Suiida.>, A})iil 19, marched to (Jarrion Crow Bayou aud w'eiit into 
bivouac at dark on tlie farther side. 

Monday, April 20, marched to within 1 mile of Opelousas aud went 
into bivouac at dusk. 

1 have the lionor to reinaiu, general, yours, respectfully, 

NICHOLAS W. DAY. 



382 


FLA.5 S. ala., S. miss., la., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap.XXYII. 
35. 

Reports of Col William K. Kimiall, Twelfth Maine Infantry^ command^ 
ing Second Brigade^ of oj^erations March 21-Ap^il 20. 

Hdqbs. Second Beioade, Grover^s Division, 

Opelousas^ La.^ April 21, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with instructions 
of General Grover, on the night of the 17th instant, with the Twelfth 
Eegimeut Maine Volunteers, Forty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, one 
company from the Twenty-fourth Connecticut Volunteers, and one sec¬ 
tion of Kims’ battery, I left New Iberia for the salt-works, operated by 
the Confederate Government, about 12 miles distant from that place. 
I reached the island upon which the salt-works were situated earl^^ on 
the morning of the 18th instant, and found the enemy had evacuated 
his works and removed his guns. I proceeded at once to destroy all 
the buildings, 18 in number, connected with the salt-works, steam- 
engines, windlasses, boilers, mining implements, and machinery of all 
kinds; also COO barrels of salt, ready for shipment. About one ton of 
powder and one ton of nails, found in the magazine, I caused to be 
transported to New Iberia and delivered to Captain Long, provost- 
marshal at that place. The bomb-proof magazine connected with the 
fortification I caused to be blown up and the works destroyed, so far 
as they could be with the means at my command. Having complied 
with my instructions so far as I was able to do so, I immediately i^e- 
turned to New Iberia the same night, and have rejoined your division 
without loss and with no casualties. 

To Colonel Chickering, Forty-first Massachusetts; Lieutenant-(])oloiiel 
Ilsley, Twelfth Maine Volunteers, and Lieutenant Snow, of Nims’ bat¬ 
tery, I am under obligations for their efficient co-operation in carrying 
out the object of the expedition. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

WM. K. KIMJ5ALL, 

Colonel^ Commanding Second Brigade^ Groverh division. 

Captain Hibbert, 

Asaistaiit Adjutant- General 


Hdqrs. Se(u>nd Brigade, Grover’s Division, 

OpclouHaa^ La.^ April 23, 1863. 

Sir ; I have the lionor to re])ort the operations of this brigade during 
their march from Baton Bouge to this jihice : 

March 27, it embarked at Baton Bouge on a st(‘aTner for Donaldson- 
ville. March 31, started on the road for Thibodeaux, on the Bayou La 
Fourche road; encamiied that night at Napoleonville. A])ril 1, marched 
from Napoleonville to Labadievilie. April 2, inarched troin Labadie- 
ville to Tone Bonne {Station, on the New Orleans, Oiielousas and Great 
Western Bailroad, and remained till April 4. April 4, Avent via railroad 
to Bayou Bceuff; remained at this place until Aiull 1); then marched 
to Brashear City. April 11. embarked on transports Arizona and Saint 
Mary’s. April 13, it landed near Irish Bend, on the Bayou Teche, and 
bivouacked near Madam Porter’s jilantation. April 14, marched to 

near the battle-ground of Franklin. April 15, marched to -.' 

April 16, marched to New Iberia 5 thence the Twelfth Maine and Forty- 
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first Massacliusetts, ■with one sectiou of Nims’ battery, inarched to and 
destroyed the salt-works, leaving the Pifty-second Massachusetts and 
Tweuty-tburtli Oonuecticut in command of Colonel Greenleaf. The 
Twelfth and Forty-first rejoined the command at Vermillionville on the 
l8th. At this post the Fifty-second and Twenty-fourth were put in the 
front to sui)port Nims’ battery. April 18, in the afternoon, crossed the 
creek. April 19, marched to Carrion Crow Bayou. April 20, marched 
to Opelousas. 

During this march there was no casualty of any kind in the brigade. 
I am, very respectfully, 

^ ^ WM. K. KIMBALL, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade^ Fourth Division. 

Captain Hibbert, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 36. 

Report of Col. Henry W. Birge [?], Thirteenth Connecticut Infantry^ com* 
manding Third Brigade, of engagement at Irish Bend. 

Hdqrs. Third Brig-ade, Geover^s Division, 

Opelousas, La., April 22,1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that, by order of Brig. Gen. 
Grover, commanding division, this brigade, consisting of the Thirteenth 
Connecticut Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Warner; Twenty-sixth 
Maine Volunteers, Colonel Hubbard; Twenty-fifth Connecticut Vol¬ 
unteers, Colonel Bissell; and One hundred and fifty-ninth New York 
Volunteers, Colonel Molineux, embarked on transports at Baton Kouge 
March 28. Debarked at Donaldsonville March 29. On the 31st, 
marched to Paiicavillc [Paincourtville], 12 miles, the One hundred and 
fifty-ninth having been dctaclied and sent to Thibodeaux on transport 
Empire Parish as guard of division baggage. April 1, marched to Laba- 
dieville, 12 inihvs. Ai)ril 2, inarched to Terre Bonne Station, 14 miles. 
At 9 j). in., same day, moved hy railroad to Bayou Bobiift*; in cam]) at 
Ba;you Bmuff till the 9tli instant, the One hundred and fifty-ninth New 
York joining th(‘ brigad<‘. on tlic4th. On the 9th, marched to Brashear 
City; 11th, cmbark<‘(l on trans])<)rts (Twenty-fifth Connecticut on Saint 
Mar;y^s the other regiments on Laurel Hill), and at daylight on the 13tli 
debarked at McWilliams’ plantation, on Grand Lake, the enemy, vith 
two guns and a small force, making a feeble attemiit to oj)])ose our 
landing. Occu])ied during tlie day the position assigned tlu‘ brigade. 
At sunset crossed the Bayou Teche, and l)y direction of the general 
commanding i)lac(‘d the regiments in position as follows: Th(‘ Tliii- 
teenth Conne<di(‘u1 holding the bayou road to Franklin, about lA miles 
below Madam J’ortm’s ])laiitation; the One hundred and fifty-ninth on 
the right of the Thirteimth, the ])ickct lino of the tw'o regiimuits ex¬ 
tending from the bayou on the left to the Avoods on the right and eon- 
ueeting with the piclvcts of the Second Brigade ; the Twenty-sixth Maine 
and Tw^euty-fifth Oonuecticut iu line in the field on the right of the 
road, and 1 mile to the rear. 

On the 14th instant marched at daylight tow^ard Fraukliu in follow- 
iug order: The Twenty-fifth Connecticut, after passing x>ieketline, wfith 
five companies as skirmishers deployed to the frout from the roads to 
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Rej)orts of Col William K. Kimball, Twelfth Maine Infantry, command^ 
ing Second Brigade, of operations March 21-April 20. 

Hdqes. Second Beioade, Geovee’s Division, 

Opelousas, La., April 21, 1863. 

SiE: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with instructions 
of General Grover, on the ni^^htof the 17th instant, with the Twelfth 
Eegiment Maine Volunteers, Forty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, one 
company from the Twenty-fourth Connecticut Volunteers, and one sec¬ 
tion of iSTims’ battery, I left Kew Iberia for the salt-works, operated by 
the Confederate Government, about 12 miles distant from that place. 
I reached the island upon which the salt-works were situated early on 
the morning of the 18th instant, and found the enemy had evacuated 
his works and removed his guns. I proceeded at once to destroy all 
the buildings, 18 in number, connected with the salt-works, steam- 
engines, windlasses, boilers, mining implements, and machinery of all 
kinds; also 600 barrels of salt, ready for shipment. About one ton of 
powder and one ton of nails, found in the magazine, I caused to be 
transported to Kew Iberia and delivered to Captain Long, provost- 
marshal at that place. The bomb-proof magazine connected with the 
fortification I caused to be blown up and the works destroyed, so far 
as they could be with the means at my command. Having complied 
with my instructions so far as I was able to do so, I immediately re¬ 
turned to New Iberia the same night, and have rejoined your division 
without loss and with no casualties. 

To Colonel Chickering. Forty-first Massachusetts; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ilsley, Twelfth Maine Volunteers, and Lieutenant Snow, of Nims’ bat¬ 
tery, I am under obligations for their efficient co-operation in carrying 
out the object of the expedition. 

I have the honor to be, j^our obedient servant, 

WM. K. KIMBALL, 

Golo'iiel, Commanding Second Brigade, Grover^s Division. 

Captain Hibbeet, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Geovee’s Djvtsion, 

Opelousas, La., April 23, 1863. 

SiE : I ha\e the honor to re])ort the 0 ])erations of this brigade during 
their march from Baton Bouge to this i>lace : 

March 27, it embarked at Baton Bouge on a steamer for Donaldson- 
ville. March 31, started on the road for Thibodeaux, on the Ba>ou La 
Fourche road; eucamiied that night at Napoleonville. Ai)ril 1, inarched 
from Najioleoiiville to Labadievilie. April 2, inarched from Labadie- 
ville to Terie Bonne Station, on the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great 
Western Bailroad, and remained till April 4. April 4, Avent via railroad 
to Bayou Boeuffi; remained at this place until Aiuil 9 ; then inarched 
to Brashear City. April 11. embarked on transports Arizona ami Saint 
Mary’s. April 13, it landed near Irish Bend, on the Ba.^ou Teche, and 
bivouacked near Madam Porter’s plantation. April i4, marched tp 

near the battle-ground of Franklin. April 15, marched to -. 

April 16, marched to New Iberia; thence the Twelfth Maine and Forty- 
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first Massachusetts, with one section of Nims’ battery, marched to and 
destroyed the salt-works, leaving the Fifty-second Massachusetts and 
Twenty-fourth Oounecticut in command of Colonel Greenleaf. The 
Twelfth and Forty'-first rejoined the command at Yermillionville on the 
l8th. At this post the Fifty-second and Twenty-fourth were put in the 
front to suiiport Kims’ battery, April 18, in the afternoon, crossed the 
creek. April 19, marched to Carrion Crow Bayou. AprU 20, marched 
to Opelousas. 

During this march there was no casualty of any kind in the brigade. 
I am, very respectfully, 

WM. K. KIMBALL, 

Colonel^ CoTnmanding Second JBHgade^ Fourth Division, 
Captain Hibbbrt, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Ko. 36. 

Report of Col, Henry W. Dirge [?], Thirteenth Connecticut Infantry^ com* 
manding Third Brigade^ of engagement at Irish Bend. 

Hdqje&s. Third Brig-ade, Grover’s Division, 

Opelousas, La., April 22,1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that, by order of Brig. Gen. 
Grover, commanding division, this brigade, consisting of the Thirteenth 
Connecticut Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Warner; Twenty-sixth 
Maine Volunteers, Colonel Hubbard; Twenty-fifth Connecticut Vol¬ 
unteers, Colonel Bissell; and One hundred and fifty-ninth New York 
Volunteers, Colonel Molineux, embarked on transports at Baton Kouge 
March 28. Debarked at Donaldsonville March 29. On the 31st, 
marched to Pancaville [Paiiicourtville], 12 miles, the One hundred and 
fifty-ninth having been detached and sent to Thibodeaux on transport 
Empire Parish us guard of division baggage. April 1, marched to Laba- 
dieville, 12 miles. April 2, inarched to Terre Bonne Station, 14 miles. 
At 9 p. m., same day, moved by railroad to Bayou Bceuff; in camp at 
Ba;you Ba 3 uli' fill the 9th instant, the One hundred and fift;y -ninth New 
York joining the brigade on the 4th. On the 9th, marched to Brashear 
City; lltb, embarked on transports (Tveiity-fifth Connecticut on Saint 
Mark’s the other regiments on Laurel Hill), audat daylight on the 13th 
debarked at McWilliams’ plantation, on Grand Lake, the enem.\, with 
two guns and a small force, making a feeble attein])t to ()i)pose oiu 
landing. Occupied during the day the position assigned the brigade. 
At sunset crossed the Bayou Teche, and by direction ot tli(‘ general 
commanding ])laced the regiments in position as follows: T1 h‘ Thii- 
teenth Connecticut holding the bayou road to Praiiklin, about U miles 
below Madam Portei’s ])lantati()n; the One hundred and filt> nintli on 
the right of the Thirteenth, the picket line of tlie two legmients ex¬ 
tending from the bayou on the left to the woods on the right and con¬ 
necting with the pickets of the Second Brigade; the T^Yent> -sixth Maine 
and Twenty-fifth Connecticut in line in the field on the right of the 
road, and 1 mile to the rear. 

On the 14th instant marched at daylight toward Franklin in follow¬ 
ing order: The Twenty-fifth Connecticut, after passing picket line, with 
five companies as sknmishers deployed to the front from the roads to 
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the bayou and on the right flank, and five companies in reserve in the 
opening between the wood and the road; two companies of Twenty-sixth 
Maine in the road; first section of Eodgers’ battery, under command 
of Lieutenant Bradley; eight companies Twenty-sixth Maine Eegimentp 
One hundred and fifty-ninth Kew York Eegiment; Eodgers’ battery, 
and Thirteenth Connecticut Eegiment. Had marched about 2 miles, 
and the head of the column was within 40 rods of the right angle made 
by the road at Irish Bend, where, following the course of the bayou, 
it turns to the south, and crossing the open country, enters the wood, 
when the skirmishers on the right discovered the enemy posted in the 
edge of the wood, and concealed b 3 ; a heavy rail fence. Brisk tiring 
immediately commenced on both sides. The five companies of the 
Twenty-fifth Connecticut at once changed front forward, and advanced 
within 200 yards of the enemy’s line. The Twenty-sixth Maine filed* 
to the right into the field and formed on the left of the Twenty-fifth 
Connecticut, both regiments lying down and firing on the enemy when¬ 
ever he could be seen. At the same time the first section of Eodgers 
battery was placed in position in rear of the interval between the two 
regiments, directing fire principally on two guns, which, from their posi¬ 
tion where the road enters the wood, had opened on our forces as they 
marched into the field. It becoming evident that the enemy were in 
strong force, by direction of the general commanding the Onfe hundred 
and fifty-ninth New York was brought into action, forming on the left 
of the Twenty-sixth Maine. The Thirteenth Connecticut, turning the 
angle in the road, deployed between the road and the bayou, and ad¬ 
vanced on the enemy’s right, the second section of Eodgers’ battery 
taking position in the road and shelling the wood. 

While these movements were in progress the enemy were re-enforced 
by the arrival on transports of troops from below, which, passing through 
the wood to the left of their line, gained unperceived aiiositioniu a deep 
ditch, concealed by thick bushes, and from which they obtained an en¬ 
filading fire on the Twenty-fifth Connecticut, Twenty-sixth Maine, ami 
One hundred and fifty-ninth New York. These regiments held their 
ground bravely, and returned the enemy’s fire with great spirit, until, 
having expended their ammunition, oiie-Jburth oi* their number killed 
and wounded, and it being apparent that they were opposed by a greatly 
suijerior force, having advantage oi* tlie cover of the wood and fence, 
they withdrew and reformed theii* lines in rear of tlic First Brigade, now 
coming up to their sui)i)urt. in the mean time the Thirteenth Connec¬ 
ticut, on the left of the road, had entered a grove between which and 
the main wood was an open field, about 300 yards in width. Emerging 
from this gTOve under a deadly lire it steadily advanced, the men load¬ 
ing and firing as they marched ; broke the enemy’s lines, and driving 
him back in the utmost confusion, captured two caissons, one limber, a 
quantity of small-arms, the flag of the Saint Mary’s Oannoneers, sev¬ 
eral horses, and from 50 to 00 prisoners. The regiment was now far in 
advance of the right of our line and in rear of the enemy’s left. 

Deeming it im])rudeut to ])ress the enein^^ farther until supported J 
ordered Colonel Warner to I'all back to the edge of the wood and hold 
that position. The Twelfth Maine coming up, the Thirteenth again ad¬ 
vanced and pushed through the wood, the Twelfth following, and the 
skirmishers of the First Brigade at the same time entering on their right. 
Little or uo resistance was offered by the enemy, but on reaching the 
opposite groimd be,\oud he was discovered in line Avith artillery, sup¬ 
ported by infantry and cavalry, on rising ground about 1,000 yards dis- 
;ant. I immediately reported the position to Genei ‘fll rT-i’mr/ii* rtt./l - 
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ordered by him to withdraw the Twelfth Maine and Thirteenth Connec¬ 
ticut to the center of the wood, and to form them, with the Twenty-fifth 
Connecticut, Twenty-sixth Maine, and One hundred and fifty-ninth liTew 
York, in two lines, the left resting on thg bayou. 

Meanwhile the enemy’s gunboat Diana had come up the Teche and 
commenced throwing shell and solid shot in the wood at short intervals. 
By direction of Gen. Grover a company of sharpshooters from each regi¬ 
ment was concealed on the bank of the bayou to pick ofi* her gunners 
should she come within range, which at one time she threatened to do. 

About 2 p. m. was ordered by General Grover to advance the Twelfth 
Maine, with a strong line of skirmishers in front, to feel the enemy. Be¬ 
fore this order could be executed he suddenly withdrew, and the Diana 
was discovej’ed to be in flames. 

About 4 p. m. was ordered to withdraw from the wood and put my 
brigade in camp for the night. 

The casualties of the brigade in tl^ engagement were: ♦ 



i 

w i 

>13 

3 

1 

Prisoners. 

Missing. 

Thirteenth Connecticut; 

Officers... 


3 

47 

5 

77 

1 

49 

A 



MftTI ....... 

7 

2 

7 



Twenty-fifth Connecticut; 

Officers . 



TVfpn .. 

9 


Twenty-sixth Maine; 

Omenrs...,___ 


Mod ...... 

1 

A . 



One hundred and fifty-ninth Kew York; 

Officers........- 



TVTeTi_______ . 

i 15 1 73 

20 

i 1 

Total. 

46 1 25D 

29 1 1 



A complete list of casualties has already been forwarded to you. It 
records the name of Lieutenant-Colonel Draper, who fell with three 
wounds, either of which would hav^e been fatal. A good soldier, a 
gallant officer, an estimable gentleman, his death is mourned by his 
friends and is a loss to Ids country. 

Adjutant Lathrop and Lieutenants Manley and Lockwood, of the One 
hundred and (ifty-iiintli Now York, Captain Hayden and Lieutenant 
Dewey, of the Tweiity-iifth Connecticut, all instantly killed on the field. 
Lieutenants riiinkott and Prico, One hundred and fifty-ninth Yew York, 
mortally wounded and since dead. Their names are added to tiie list 
of patriots who have illustrated their devotion to their coiinti y by tbe 
sacrifice of tbeir lives. Colonel Moliueux, One hundred and fifty-ninth 
New York, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hersey, Twenty-sixth Maine, ver.\ 
dangerously and ])aiufully wounded while bravely encouraging tbeir 
men, were cariied Ironi the field. I am happy to add that botli are re¬ 
covering. Captain Sprague and Lieutenants Strickland and Kinney, 
Thirteenth Connecticut, Lieutenant Lieeves, Twcmty-sixtli IMaine, Lieu¬ 
tenant Waterman, Twenty-fifth Connecticut, all wounded, but not dis¬ 
abled, refused to leave tbe field until the close of the engagementt 


"^But see revised slatement, p. 319. 

tThe copy of tlio foregoing lepoit, received l>y the AOjutant-General of the Army, 
is incomplete and withouf (signalun-. Col. TI. W. Birge, Thirteenth Connecticut 
Infantry, commanded the In diini... ..■> 
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Report of Gapt. Bohert T. Dunham, Assistant Adjutant-General, V. 8. 
Army, of the capture of the steamer Ellen, 

Baeee’s Landing, La., 

April 22, 1863—9.30 p. m. 

Sir: I iave to report that -we have captured the steamer Elleu. As 
soon as ve arrived here a negro informed me that a steamer was down 
in a small creek emptying into the Oourtahleau. I immediately re¬ 
quested Colonel Blanchard to send an officer and 10 men for her, and 
she has just arrived; is a stern-wheel boat, over a hundred feet long, 
capable of carrying over 400 bales of cotton, and is in good order. 
What shall I do" with her ? 

I have found over 300 hogsheads of sugar, 200 bales of cotton, have 
captured about 25 good horses, aM will drive in any number of mules, 
cattle, and sheep. * 

We have encamped here for to-night. The road down the Oourta- 
bleau is only passable to a point 4 miles below this. This afternoon I 
sent a small cavalry force down to that point, and the lieutenant reports 
that the country contains nothing of value or worth confiscating. I 
found the bridge over the Teche broken down, but repaired it; crossed 
with 20 cavalry, and went up the Courtableau to within 4 miles of 
Washington. 

To-morrow morning I intend crossing the Courtableau in the Elleu 
with a company of cavalry, and scour the country in every direction 
for S or 10 miles. I will doubtless find a great number of mules, horses, 
and cattle. Will drive them all in, and cross them to this side on the 
steamer. 

What shall I do with the cotton and sugar ? 

"Will start for Opelousas on the morning of the 24th. Engines of 
Ellen in perfect order. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. T. DUNHAM, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Lieut. Col. Richard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 38. 

Reports of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby 8mith, C. 8. Army, commanding Trans- 
Mississippi Department, of operations April 9-23. 

Headquarters Department Trans-Mississtppi, 
Alexandria, La., April 2.3, l<S(i;!. 

General: I have the honor to inclose a report of General Taylor’s 
recent operations in the Teche and in Western Louisiana. 

The enemy landed at Berwick Bay a column of at least 18,000 men, 
thoroughly equipped and prepared for offensive operations. General 
Taylor’s effective force was not over 4,000. 

The completeness ivith which the enemy was repulsed in his attacks 
of the 12th and 13th, the skill and ability with which our little army 
was extricated from ajiparently irretrievable destruction on the 14th, 
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the obstinacy with which every foot of gronnd was contested in the 
retreat, and the successful saving of o.ur material and stores under 
circumstances of great difficulty stamps General Taylor as a leader of 
no ordinary merit. 

IvTotwithstanding straggling and desertions have reduced General 
Taylor’s command at least one-third, such dispositions have been made 
as it is hoped will delay the advance upon Alexandria for some ’days. 
In the mean time measures have been taken for the removal of all the 
stores at this point up lied River, and orders given for the concentra¬ 
tion of troops at Natchitoches or Shreveport, as the enemy’s movements 
may allow. 

The fall of the battery at Butte-4-la-Eose, the opening of the Atcha- 
falaya, and the concentration of a large fleet of boats below Vicksburg 
make the occupation of this country by General Banks an easy and cer¬ 
tain operation. 

The battery at Fort De Eussy cannot stand a land attack; the ad¬ 
vance of the enemy’s column to the Hauffpaur, or an expedition from 
the Atchafalaya up Bayou de Glaise, will insure its speedy fall, with 
loss of guns and garrison. Under these circumstances General Taylor 
has ordered the removal of the 32 rifle and 11-inch columbiad to a posi¬ 
tion higher up Eed Eiver. 

Anticipating disaster from the weakness of General Taylor’s force, 
when General Banks’ landing at Berwick Bay was reported to me 
I ordered General Walker’s division from the Arkansas, a brigade of 
Texas troops from near Fort Towson, and all the disposable force from 
the vicinity of Galveston. The rapid advance of the enemy and the 
magnitude of the distances to be marched will throw the point of con¬ 
centration back to Natchitoches or Shreveport. I shall concentrate a 
foi'ce of at least 10,000 men and take the oflensive, with strong hopes of 
recoToriiig the country when the waters fall. 

Disastrous as the loss of the sugar countiy in Louisiana is to us, Gen¬ 
eral Taylor has d<nie (‘verything that was possible with the resources at 
his command. Uis otfectivc force in the district was not over 5.000; 
that in the District of Arkansas was under 15,000 and too far lO be 
available. 

Could General Taylor h«ivo drawn upon Port Iludson for re-enforce- 
ments, or had the troops in East and West Louisiana been under one 
control, th<‘f()rc(‘at Port Iludson might Inne been marched across to 
the Atchafalaya «uid lapidly tr«iiis])ortod to tin* scone of action in time 
toha\e defeated (JcdcimI Hanks. 

1 am, geneial, i<\sp<*cl hiltv, your obcditait s<^rvant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

Fjleutf ncutf-df luraU Commanding. 

General S. t'oopia?, Adjniant and [nsgeotor Genmal. 


Alexandeia, April 25, 1<S63. 

(Ecceived April 29.) 

General: TIk^ Federal arm,y under Geneinl Banks is within one 
day’s march of Alexandria. 

General Taylor is falling back toward Natchitoches, and the Eed 
Eiver below Alexandria will soon be in possession of the enemy. 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

JAeiitenant- General, 

General S. Cooper, Richmond, Va, 
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Jteport of Maj. Gen. Bichard Tayhr, 0. 8. Army, commanding District 
of Western Louisiana^ of operations April 9-23. 

Headquaetees Disteict op Westeen Louisiana, 

Alexandria^ April 23, 1863. 

General ; I liave the honor to submit the following report of recent 
engagements with the enemy : 

On Thursday morning, 9th instant, information was communicated 
to me by Colonel Gray, commanding at Camp Bisland, that the enemy 
under cover of their gunboats had crossed a small force from Brashear 
City to Berwick City and that our pickets in the vicinity of Berwick 
had been driven in. Later in the day the same officer dispatched to 
me information that the enemy was in force at Brashear and was cross¬ 
ing troops to Berwick. This* reached me while I was on my way to 
Butte-^la-Eose for the purpose of hastening the departure of our gun- 
boat fleet from that point, in order to place it in Grand Lake with a view 
to operations against the enemy or protection of the several landings 
on that lake from his approach, as his movements might be developed. 
1 immediatelv returned to Camp Bisland and moved Colonel Green’s 
Eegiment, Fifth Texas Mounted Yolunteers, to the front, throwing out 
a strong picket in advance with orders to proceed as near Berwick as 
possible, to skirmish with the enemy, ascertain his strength, and retard 
his advance. Having given orders for the gunboats Queen of the West, 
Grand Duke, and Mary T. to rendezvous at Butte-^-la-Eose, and with 
the utmost dispatch proceed down the Atchafalaya and Grand Lake, I 
sent one of my staff officers to hurry them down. 

During Thursday night and Friday the enemy crossed a large force 
of infantry, artillery, and cavalry, with wagons, the protection of their 
gunboats and a heavy advance gmard securing them from interruption 
by our troops. On Friday afternoon slight skirmishing took place 
between Colonel Green’s outpost pickets and the enemy’s advance 
guard. On the morning of Saturday, the 11th instant, the enemy com¬ 
menced seriously to advance. With an advance guard of five regiments 
of infantry, several batteries of artillery, and a battalion of cavalry be 
moved up in line of battle toward the upper mouth of the Bayou 
Teche, where he halted and encamped for the night. A giinboat ac¬ 
companied this advance line and served as a su])port to its right flank. 
Colonel Green’s pickets and advanced guard fell back slowly before 
the enemy, skirmishing with them. On the morning of Sunday, the 12tli, 
the enemy continued his advance slowly and steadily on the west bank 
of the bayou, and at 4 o’clock in the afternoon had api)roachod our lino 
of defenses just below Bethel’s plantation, halting at a distancii of 
about 1,200 yards and displaying in line of battle six regiments of in¬ 
fantry, three batteries of artillery, and a considerable body of cavalry. 
A heavy second line was held by the enemy about 600 or 700 yards in 
rear of his first line. On the east bank a considerable force of infantry 
and cavalry and several pieces of artillery were displayed in front of 
our lines, distant about 1,800 yards from the works. A brisk caunon- 
ading was opened by our batteries along our whole line, which was re¬ 
plied to by the enemy and continued until sundown, when the enemy 
fell back a few hundred yards and encamped for the night. The whole 
force of our army was disposed of as follows: The Fifth Texas Mounted 
Volunteer Eegiment, Colonel Green, and Waller’s battalion, both dis¬ 
mounted, on the extreme right, which rested upon a swamp and com- 
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mandecl the approach by the railroad embankment. The Talverde 
Battery, Captain Sayers, on the left of Greenes command: Colonel 
Gray’s Twenty-eighth Louisiana Regiment occupying the center, with a 
section of Cornay’s battery light artillery and Semmes’ battery posted 
along the center, and a 24-pounder siege gun in position under Lieu¬ 
tenant Tarleton, of Oornay’s battery, commanding the road along the 
west bank of the bayou. The gunboat Diana, commanded by Lieuten¬ 
ant !Nettles, of the Valverde Battery, heading down the stream on the 
line of our defenses, and on the east side of the bayou the Yellow 
Jacket Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Fournetj Crescent liegiiueut, 
Colonel Bosworth ; Eighteenth Louisiana Regiment, Colonel Annant' 
with Faries’ Pelican Battery of light artillery, posted along the line, 
and Colonel Bagby’s regiment, Seventh Texas Mounted Volunteers, 
dismounted, thrown forward as skirmishers and sharpshooters to th(* 
front and in the woods on the extreme left, which woods terminated on 
the left in a swamp. The Second Louisiana Cavalry, Colonel Vincent, 
and Fourth Texas Mounted Volunteers, Colonel Reily, were, diiiihg 
the morning, held in the rear of our line as reserves. Learning that a 
gunboat and several transports of the enemy had been seen in Grand 
Lake, Vincent’s regiment was ordered about midday to proceed to 
Verdun’s Landing and watch the movements of these boats, prevent- 
iug them from making a landing at that point, which was only 4 miles 
to the left and rear of our position. A section of Cornay’s battery was 
also ordered to report to Colonel Vincent at Verdun’s. 

Shortly after the close of this engagement I received information that 
five of the enemy’s gunboats, with several transports towing barges and 
fiats crowded with troops and artillery, had gone up Grand Lake, and 
were lying ofL* Hudgins’ Point, when Vincent’s regiment, re-enforced 
with another section of Cornay’s battery, was ordered to tliat point, 
with instructions to prevent, if possible, a landing by the enemy at 
Hudgins’ and Charenton. A few hours later I proceeded in person to 
Vincent’s command, leaving Major Brent and Major Levy, of my staff, 
to make the necessary arrangements with Brigadier-General Sililey for 
an attack by our forces on the enemy at daylight the iwxt nioriiing. 
By leaving a small force behind our earthworks 1 was satisfied that the 
other trooi)S, assisted by the Diana, moving down tlie bayou on a line 
with the attacking eoluinii on the west bank of the ba;sou could drive* 
the enemy back, throw him in confusion, and render it ueeeSwsary for 
him to withdraw tlic force which he was endeavoring to land in our 
rear to tin' assist a lu'e* of his army in our front. Shortly after o'clock 
on Sunday night Major Brent and Majjor Levy proceeded to (*omnuini- 
cate th<‘se onhTs to Brigadier-General Sibley, then oommanding the 
forces south of R(‘d Rivin*, Imt the supiueness of that officer, vh()d<*la\ ed 
communicating with Brigadier-General Montoii until 2 o'clock in tin* 
morning, and his [xisit iv(* dc^claratioii of theim])ractical)iliTy of ciirr\iiig 
the plan into e\(*cution for wantof time frustrated the schenu*, which I 
am satisfied would have acc'omplishcd the most faxorable i’(*suUs if ac¬ 
tively atteiript(‘(l. 1 ri^turned to our front about daylight, and was in¬ 
formed l)y Major Bnmt imd Major Levy of the laihire of Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral Sibl(\v to organize the attack. 

On Monday imbruing, at about 9 o’clock, the (‘iieiriy coimnenced again 
to advance slowly on our line, having in the mean time thrown a largely 
increased force of (‘avalry, artillery, and infantry on the east bank and 
concentrated a large artillery force on the west bank, besides strength¬ 
ening his front line of attack on that bank, 
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LieutcBiint ^Nettles, who had commanded the Diana up to Monday 
morning’, and had handled her with great skill, was at that time forced 
to retire on account of severe illness, and Captain Semmes, of the artil¬ 
lery, was placed in command of her. Having sent Vincent’s regiment 
to the lake shore, Reily’s regiment constituted my only reserve, and 
during the morning of Monday received information that, contrary to 
my instructions, Colonel Vincent had contented himself with placing a 
small picket at Hudgins’ and Charenton and encamped the remainder 
of his command on the west bank of the Teche, and that the enemj 
had snOceeded in landing a large force at Hudgins’. I ordered Keily’s 
regiment to proceed toward that point, re-enforce Colonel Vincent, and 
prevent the enemy from crossing the Teche and falling on my rear, thus 
being compelled to deprive myself of all reserves. 

At about 11 o’clock on Monday, the 13th, the enemy displayed in our 
front, on both sides of the bayou, at least 14,000 men, and advanced 
with a show of confidence upon our earthworks. A fierce combat was 
kel)t up until sundown. The cannonading was uninterrupted, the en¬ 
emy having brought to the front about sixty pieces of artillery, many 
of them heavy rifled and Parrott pieces. Our artillery wasted no am¬ 
munition, but opened on the advancing line of the enemy whenever 
they attempted to force our works. A battery of Parrott guns concen¬ 
trated their fire upon the Diana, which, under Captain Semmes, was 
pouring its fire upon the center of the advancing line, when a shell 
from a 30-pounder Parrott siege gun penetrated the plating in front of 
the boilers, exploded in the engine-room, deranged a portion of the 
machinery, and killed 2 men—the chief and one of the assistant engi¬ 
neers—and wounded 5 of the crew. This rendered it necessary for the 
Diana to fall back beyond the range of the enemy’s guns and repair 
damages, which occupied the remainder of the day, and was comjdeted 
only at about midnight. The enemy made two attempts, by charging 
with their infantry, to carry our right, but were repulsed in both, with 
considerable loss, by the forces under Colonel Green and Colonel Gray. 
During these charges the Valverde Battery rendered most efficient 
service, and I regret to report that its gallant commaiKhn*, who han¬ 
dled his batterj^ with consummate skill, was wounded during these 
charges. The Twenty-eighth Eegiment Louisiana Volunteers, Colonel 
Gray, and Semmes’ battery, commanded by Lieutenant Barnes; section 
of Cornay’s battery. Lieutenant Gordy, and detachment serving 24- 
pounder siege gun. Lieutenant Tarleton, checked ever,\ advance of the 
enemy upon our center and thwarted any atte]nj)t to force il. On the 
extreme right the enemy ^vas not only repulsed but drivxui back in con¬ 
fusion through the thicket, which he sought as a cover. 

On the east bank of the bayou the ffirces under command of Briga¬ 
dier-General Mouton behaved w'ith the same signal gallantry. On that 
bank the object of the enemy was to turn oar left and gain the woods, 
under cover of which lie could get to our rear. Colonel Bagl)>’s Sev¬ 
enth Texas Eegiment Mounted Volunteers, dismounted, and a detach¬ 
ment of the Eighteenth Louisiana Eegiment held the left against all 
the attacks which were made, and at the close of the migagoimuit the 
enemy had gained no ground since its commeueement, but had been 
repulsed in every*attempt to force our position. The disjiositions and 
handling of his troops by Brigadier-General Mouton are entitled to the 
highest praise, and the gallant manner in which he held his position 
and punished and drove back the enemy is worthy of the greatest 
commendation. The Pelican Battery, Captain Paries, was most effi¬ 
ciently served, and contributed in an eminent degree toward preserving 
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our position on the east bank. During the engagement on our left 
Colonel Bagby was wounded seriously, but not dangerously, in the arm, 
but remained on the field with his regiment until the enemy had been 
driven back and ceased his attacks. 

Our ability to hold our line of defense, even against the greatest odds 
in favor of the enemy, was fully demonstrated by the engagements of 
Sunday and Monday j and notwithstanding the exhaustion of our troops 
consequent upon their hard service for the two preceding days in the 
earthworks, I was satisfied that if the regiments of Vincent and Reily 
and the sections of Cornay’s battery, which had been sent to the lake 
shore, could be successful in preventing the enemy from landing in my 
rear, thus enabling me to use them as reserves and relieve the troops 
on the line of earthworks, we could have held our position or driven 
the assailants back to the bay. 

About 9 o’clock on Monday night I received a dispatch from Colonel 
Reily, informing me that the enemy had landed a very heavy force at 
Hudgins’ Point: that he had met Vincent’s cavalry on the west side of 
the Bayou Teche, he having fallen back before them ; that the enemy 
had crossed the bayou over the bridge at Mrs. Porter’s ifiantation, and 
that his (Eeily’s) whole command was at Carline’s, miles below Prank- 
lin. Thus the enemy were left in possession of the"only road by which 
a retreat of our forces toward JNew Iberia could be effected. With a 
force of at least 14,000 men in our front and this movement of the 
enemy in @ur rear in heavy force the situation of our little army, which 
at the commencement of the contest was less than 4,000, was most 
critical. To extricate it by evacuation of the position at the earthworks 
and cut its way through the force on the New Iberia road above Prank- 
liii was the only plan which presented itself, and to be successful it 
must be immediately attempted. I therefore ordered all the wagons, 
containing quartermaster, commissary, medical, and ordnance stores, to 
be started at once on the road to Pranklin, and all the infantry and 
artillery, except one rifle section of Seinmes’ battery, to march at the 
earliest practicable moment on Franklin. The Fifth Regiment Texas 
Mounted Volunteers and Waller’s battalion of mounted men, with the 
rifle section of Semmes’ battery. Lieutenant West commanding, consti¬ 
tuting the rear guard, were ordered to evacuate the j)Osition below 
Betlicd’s before daybreak, cover the retreat of our army, skirmish with 
the enemy if he pursued us, and retard his advance until we had forced 
a i)assagc through the column above Franklin. As soon as these orders 
had been issued and ])roper instructions given tor removing the sick 
and wounded i proceeded to Redd’s comm and and moved it forward 
above Franklin. Just before daylight this command—Reil.\’s and Vin¬ 
cent’s regiments and Clack’s battalion, the latter having just reached 
me from New Iberia, and two sections of Cornay's battery, were inarched 
to the field in front of McKerall’s sugar-house, about a. mile above 
Franklin. (JTack's battalion was deployed as skirmishers and advanced 
across the field, occupying the woods in front. A section of Coriia>'s 
battery was then moved up the bayou road and took ])ositi()n at the 
lower edge of the field, above these woods, and Vincent’s and Reily’s 
regiments, with Clack’s battalion, were jiusted in line of battle along 
the upjxu' skirt ot the woods, fronting on the field. 

Immediately after daylight the enemy’s skirmishers appealed in the 
upper portion of the field in Irout of our line, and were quickly followed 
by his forces, consisting of four regiments of infantry, a battalion of 
cavalry, and a battery of artillery, on the left, in line of battle. e 
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opened witli our artillery and infantry npon them and checked their 
advance. 

It soon became evident that it was the purpose of the enemy to de¬ 
tain us at that point until his column from below had come up and 
hemmed us closely in. At about 7 o^clock the Twenty-eighth Louisiana 
Eegiment, Colonel Gray, arrived at Franklin, reporting the remainder 
of our forces m route several miles behind. 

I immediately posted Colonel Gray^s regiment on the extreme left of 
our line, and with that, Yincent’s, and Eeily^s regiments, and Clack’s 
battalion, numbering in all less than 1,000 men, we charged the enemy’s 
line and drove him back in confusion and with considerable loss to him. 

The enemy then displayed a much larger force, which up to this time 
had been held concealed and as a reserve, but they were unable to re¬ 
cover their lost ground and were held in check. In this engagement 
with the enemy near Franklin I regret to announce the death of Col. 
Eeily, of Fourth Eegiment Texas Mounted Volunteers, who was mor¬ 
tally wounded just before the charge and died on the field. Colonel 
Vincent, Second Louisiana Cavalry, was wounded in the charge, in the 
neck; Adjutant Prudhomme, of the same regiment, in the thigh; Cap¬ 
tain Bradford in the neck and leg. All these officers were gallantly 
leading their men. 

Having repulsed the enemy and holding him in check I ordered the 
gunboat Diana to move up above Franklin and take position on the right 
of our line, so that her guns would sweep the fields and woods which the 
enemy bad held, and placing Brigadier-General Mouton in command of 
the troops who were in line at McKerall’s field, I repaired to Franklin 
and pressed forward the train and troops then just arriving on the cut¬ 
off road from Franklin to New Iberia. 

Colonel Green with the rear guard of his own regiment. Waller’s bat¬ 
talion, and the rifle section of Semmes’ battery had left the line below 
Bethel’s just before daybreak, all the stores having been removed ahead 
of them; a 24-pounder siege gun and a 12-pounder howitzer of Cornay’s 
battery, the latter having been disabled during the action of Monday, 
being necessarily abandoned. 

With great coolness and steadiness Colonel Green retired slowly be¬ 
fore the heavy advance guard of the enemy, opening upon him with his 
artillery whenever he came within range and charging and driving him 
back when the nature of the ground permitted such movements. 1 had 
given the necessary orders for the withdrawal of the troops under com¬ 
mand of Brigadier-General Mouton, the abandonment of the Diana by 
Captain Semmes and his crew, and the burning of that A'essel before 
Colonel Green with the rear guard came into the town of Franklin, at 
the upper end of which town the cut-off road commenced. But, as i 
have since learned, Brigadier-General Sibley, without communicating 
his intention to me, although I was in Franklin at the time, dispatched 
one of his staff officers to Colonel Green with an order to fall back at 
once through Franklin or the enemy would take possession of the road 
above at a point known as Harding’s Lane and cut him off. In obedi¬ 
ence to that order Colonel Green immediately fell back through Frank¬ 
lin into the cut-off road, set fire to the bridge on the road, taking it for 
granted that all the other troops had passed over. Brigadier-General 
Mouton with bis command then retired, the general and his staff cross¬ 
ing the bridge while it was burning. Captain Semmes held the Diana 
in position, faithfully discharging his duty and set her on fire only when 
General Mouton had fallen back. Thxis by the unjustifiable and care¬ 
less order of General Sibley the escape of Captain Semmes and his crew 
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as prearranged was prevented, and I fear that he and the greater por¬ 
tion of the crew have become prisoners. 

At about 9.30 o^clock a. m. all the wagons and troops had passed 
through the town of Franklin, and as the rear of General ponton’s com¬ 
mand left the upper portion of the town the advance guard of the enemy 
entered the lower portion. At Franklin the steamboats which had been 
in the Lower Teche and used for transportation of troops and stores 
weVe burned to prevent them from falling into the hands of the enemy, 
with the exception of the steamer Oornie, on which the sick and wounded 
had been removed from Camp Bisland, and the unheard of plan was 
adopted of attempting to pass the boat with the sick and wounded on 
board through the enemy’s lines under a hospital flag, although I had 
given orders for a sufficient number of vehicles to be in readiness at 
Franklin to transport the sick and wounded by land to a place of safety. 
This course was adopted by Chief Surgeon Parish, under orders 
Brigadier-General Sibley, and of course the boat and those on board 
fell into the enemy’s hands. Our troops and train then proceeded, en¬ 
camping on Tuesday night just above Jeanerette, Colonel Green, in 
command of the rear guard, covering the retreat and keeping up almost 
constant skirmishing with the enemy’s advance. On leaving Franklin 
I, in person, ordered Brigadier-General Sibley to march at the head of 
the column, preventing straggling, select a suitable camp for the troo])s 
and wagons, and report to me the selection which he had made of camp¬ 
ing ground for the night. Keeping in the rear of our column 1 was 
much surprised to find late in the afternoon that this order had not been 
complied with; that General SiMey was not with the command, but had 
taken a different road from that of the troops, and that the men were 
straggling without order over the whole line of march and adjacent 
country. I immediately dispatched a note to General Sibley, requiring 
his prompt obedience to the orders referred to, but not hearing from 
him at once 1 selected in person the camping ground and endeavored to 
(jollect the stragglers. Late in the evening General Sibley reported to 
me in person, stating that he was sick, and asking permission to go on 
the line of retreat iu advance of the column, which request 1 granted. 

Thus commenced the scattering and straggling of our troops and fall¬ 
ing back to Vermillion Bridge. Nearly the whole of Lieutenant-Colonel 
J^kmrnet’s battalion, passing through the counti^Mu which the men liad 
lived before joining the army, deserted with their arms, remaining at 
their homes. I was compelled to order the destruction of the gunboat 
Stevens below New Iberia; she was in charge of the Navy Department 
and under command of Lieutenant Hiimphre^^s, C. S. Navy. That offic<a“ 
reporting to me that she was in an unfinished condition and unfit for 
action with the enemy, there being no means of getting lu^r out of 
reach of the enemy, 1 ordered her to be sunk as low down the ])ay()ii 
as possible, so that she would afford an obstruction to the ejjemVs boats 
ascending. This order was not carried out as given by me, bur w.is 
sunk about 2 miles below New Iberia, when she might have been sunk 
5 or 0 miles lower. 

The retreat coiitiuned, halting only for the night until our arrival at 
Verimlliou Bayou, the rear guard under Colonel Green kee])ing almost 
constantly Avithin gunshot distance of tlie enemy’s advance, skirmishing 
all the time and charging them frequently. As soon as the whole train 
and all our forces had crossed the bayou I had the bridges burned, and 
pOvStiiig four pieces of artillery ou the heights and sharpshooters along 
the u])per banks, the troops and teams, which were much exhausted, 
were allowed to rest from Thursday afternoon until midday ou Friday. 
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At Vermillion Crossing sharp skirmishing was kept up and no demon^ 
stration of importance was made by the enemy while our forces were 
encamped at the bayou. The retreat was recommenced on Friday, and 
on Sunday our forces and train left Washington, the troops and com¬ 
missary, medical, and ordnance wagons proceeding up the Bayou road 
by Moundville, and the quartermaster train moving by way of Ville 
Platte and Chicot to the Bayou Boeuif*, the two trains uniting on the 
Boeuif about 16 miles below Cheneyville. 

After crossing at Moundville I had the bridges across the Bayous Bceuff 
and Cocodrie at that place, the bridge over the Cocod rie at Judge Moore’s 
plantation, and that known as La Fleur’s, about 20 miles above Wash¬ 
ington, burned. Colonel Green, with his rear guard, effectually covered 
the retreat, and continued his skirmishing with the enemy until near 
the town of Opelousas, 'enabling us to move across the Bceuff, and be¬ 
yond danger of capture, an extensive train. On Monday morning I 
started the whole cavalry force of my command, except Waller’s bat¬ 
talion, under Brigadier-General Mouton, to the westward of Opelousas 
on the open prairie, where from the nature of the country and its adap¬ 
tation to cavalry movements it can harass the enemy on his flank and 
rear, attack his trains, and if not successful in preventing his farther 
advance into the interior of the State, will render it so slow and cautious 
as to give us time for making such dispositions of our forces as will be 
of great benefit to us. 

The remainder of the forces are now encamped at Lecompte, the 
terminus of the Alexandria Eailroad, at which place the wagons are 
also, with all the stores, except such as have been brought to Alex¬ 
andria. 


The loss sustained by us in killed, wounded, and prisoners captured 
in battle I cannot at present estimate. The number of prisoners actually 
captured by the enemy was small. I regret, however, to report that a 
very considerable number have voluntarily placed them^selves within 
reach of the enemy by stopping at their houses in the parishes through 
which we retreated, a very large proportion of our army being com¬ 
posed of conscripts, unwillingly put into service, and those who volun¬ 
teered at a late date to avoid conscription. From Sibley’s brigade also 
a very considerable number have straggled off* and returned to their 
homes in Texas. This was the case with all the regiments of the brigade. 
While those who participated in the engagements and the constant 
lighting on the retreat behaved with dikiuguished gallantr^^, it is to be 
regretted that a great lack of discipline pervades the brigade, which it 
IS to be hoped will be corrected and the excellent material rendered of 
more efiacient service to our cause. 


engagements with the enemy and during the fighting on 
tim retreat, lunning through ten days, the conduct oi’ oiiicers and troops 
who participated therein cannot be too highly extolled. Tlieir patient 
endurance ot fatigue and privation, pertinacious and successful resist¬ 
ance to the pursuing columns of the enemy are worthy of great com¬ 
Bngadie^General Mouton, commapdiug the troops on th(! left ofour 
^ ^/r whom 1 assigned the command of the troops 

at McKerall s field after their repulse, behaved with marked gallantry, 
and I take pleasure in beanng testimony to his skill, fidelity, and courage 
m every position in which he was placed. Colonel Green, commanding 
the rear guard distinguished himself by the faithful and successful 
manner in which he discharged the important duties intrusted to him. 
10 his zeal, vigilance, and daring the extrication of our little army from 
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its perilous position is indebted to a great extent. He has shown him¬ 
self equal to every emergency, and to him and the officers and men of 
his command I feel proud to return my acknowledgments. In truth, 
he was the ISTey of our retreat, and the shield and buckler of our little 
force. 

Colonel Eeily, of the Pourth Texas Eegiment Mounted Volunteers, 
who fell in the battle of Franklin, was a gallant and chivalrous soldier, 
whose loss I deeply regret. 

Colonel Gray and his regiment, Twenty-eighth Louisiana Volunteers, 
officers and men, deserve most favorable mention. Their gallantry in 
action is enhanced by the excellent discipline which they have pre¬ 
served, and no veteran soldiers could have excelled them in their con¬ 
duct during the trying scenes through which they passed. I cannot 
omit mentioning particularly Captain Bradford, of the Twenty-eighth 
Louisiana Eegiment, whose bravery and coolness was conspicuous on 
all occasions. I am happy to state that his wounds are not dangerous, 
and liope that he will shortly be restored to service. Colonel Bagby, 
w^ho was wounded in the action on Monday, merits the highest consid¬ 
eration. 

Colonel Vincent, and the officers and men of the Second Louisiana 
Cavalry, in the action of Tuesday, and those who participated in thp 
retreat, behaved handsomely. 

Captain Semmes, in command of the Diana, and his crew conducted 
themselves with the greatest bravery and intrepidity, and deserve the 
highest encomiums. 

Lieutenant West, of Semmes’ battery, who commanded the rifled sec¬ 
tion on the retreat from the lower line to Jeanerette, handled his pieces 
with great skill and efficiency and inflicted severe loss upon the enemy 
in his pursuits. This officer and his men contributed largely toward the 
extrication of our army from its position of peril. 

Lieutenant Tarleton, of Cornay’s battery, commanded the 24-i)ounder 
siege gun, and acquitted himself with credit and distinction. 

Cai)taiu Sayers and the officers and men of the Valverde Battery be¬ 
haved with great gallantry. Captain Sayers \vas wounded in the ankle 
in the action of Monday, the 13tli. Semmes’ battery fully sustained its 
merited reputation and did efficient service. 

The Pelican Battery, Captain Paries, was handled with great skill, 
and all its odicers and men bore themselves like good soldiers and re¬ 
ceive my ackiiowh^lgments for their brave and effective service. 

The Confederate Guards Eespouse Battalion, Major Clack command¬ 
ing, which reached me about daybreak on Tuesday morning was of in¬ 
valuable service to me, and aftef a march of upward of 20 miles dur¬ 
ing the night entered into the engagement near Franklin oii Tuesday 
morning like fresh troops and bore themselves like invineible soldiers. 
To their courage is iidded thorough discipline, which they kept up dur¬ 
ing the whole retreat. 

In menlioniiig these jiarticular corps and individuals I do not mean 
to detract irom the merit and gallantry of the other brave troops of the 
command ; all who particijiated in the tight manifest courage and devo¬ 
tion which is worthy of all ])raise. Lieutenant-Colonel Fournet, who 
was desert(‘d by the most of his command, displayed courage and gal¬ 
lantry throughout the engagements. Other officers and soldiers, who 
have distinguished themselves, will be brought to the notice of the Gov¬ 
ernment when General Moutou’s report is received. 

1 cannot sj^eak too highly of the services rendered by my staff* officers 
and those of General Sibley, who remained with me. Lieutenant- 
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Colonel Herbert, who had been detached from his battalion, the Arizona 
by General Sibley and i^laced on his staff, remaiiietl constantly with 
the rear guard and displayed the highest qualities ot a soldier. Major 
Ochiltree, chief of staff' of*the Sibley brigade, was constantly under fire 
and afforded me the most valuable assistance by his activity and dar¬ 
ing, as did Major Rohards, ordnance officer to the same brigade. 

Major Magoffin, of General Sibley’s staff', was also very active in dis- 
(iharging the duties intrusted to him. Major Levy, adjutant and in- . 
spector general on my staff, and Captains Horton and Fusilier, volun¬ 
teer aides, were always under fire, carrying orders, enduring fatigue, 
hurrying up caissons when the severity of the fire made the drivers 
hesitate, and in fact doing the duties of couriers as well as of officers. 

J can speak in the same terms of Lieutenant Bouford, aide-de-camp, 
who joined me at the close of Monday’s action and was present at the 
iiitiion near Franklin. Lieutenant Bringier, my other regular aide, only 
I'eached me at the Vermillion, but from that time shared in the dangers 
and fatigues of the retreat. 

It only remains for me to speak of Major Brent, my chief of ordnance 
and artillery. Posting his guns with great skill he superintended the 
serving of them in person. Always in the right place and at the right 
time, he merits the highest commendation. Major Surget, my chief of 
staff, was com j)elled to remain at Alexandria. The large territory over 
which my small force was necessarily scattered in the district rendered 
it imperative for him to remain at a central point, though his apjfiica- 
tioiis to join me were urgent. 

In consequence of these operations having extended through several 
days, this report is necessarily somewhat lengthy 5 nor does opportunity 
offer in the present state of affairs to reduce it to a less i^rolix I'orm. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

11. TAYLOR, 

Major-GGneral. 

Brigadier-General Bogg-s, Gliief of Staff. 


Ho. 40. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Alfred Moivton^ C. S. Army^ commanding Brigade^ 
of operationsj April 11-19. 

Tiv THE Field, Hiblett’s Bluef, 

• May ISO;]. 

]Majob: T beg leave to submit to the major-general eommanding a 
report of the operations of the troops under my command from Satur¬ 
day, April 11, till Sunday, April 19, 1803: 

()ii reaching Camp Bisland it was ascertained that the line of iii- 
trenchments on the east bank of the Teche, correspoiidirig with those 
on the west bank recently thrown up, had not even been cominen(*(‘d, 
and by direction of the major-general measures were immediately 
adopted to complete them. Lieutenant Mullet and Private Alfred 
Fusilier, the latter acting on my staff as assistant engineer, were ])laced 
ill charge late on Friday, the 10 th. The necessary orders were issued 
for obtaining hands, and by the most strenuous efforts negroes were 
collected during the night and the works commenced early on Satur¬ 
day. From this moment until Monday morning the labor was con¬ 
tinued night and day by the troops under my command and the negroes 
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obtained, with only momentary interruptions, occasioned by the artil¬ 
lery tire of the enemy. During the whole of the time Lieutenant Mullet 
and Private Fusilier were incessantly at their posts and labored with 
indefatigable zeal and commendable energy, completing the line about 
midday Monday. I regret, however, that several traverses which I had 
ordered could not be completed, owing to the too heavy firing of the 
enemy, whfch frightened and drove the negroes away, while the troops 
. were compelled to take their position in line. 

On Sunday, April 12, about 10 a. m., the enemy, under cover of their 
gunboats, commenced landing troops, consisting of infantry, artilleryv, 
and cavalry, at Lynch’s Point, on the east bank. Colonel Bagby, Third 
Eegiment, Sibley’s brigade, under my command, was posted at this 
point with his regiment and ordered to check the enemy’s advance by 
ever}" means in his power. This he did effectually and heroically, de¬ 
fending every inch of ground with about 300 men against an overwhelm¬ 
ing force till about 4 p. m., when the enemy advanced to within 1,500 
yards of the intrenchments. .Prom about 5 until dark an artillery duel 
was kept up, which resulted in nothing of any importance. 

At night I sent out my adjutant, Oapt. Louis Bush, to reconnoiter 
the position, force, and dispositions of the enemy, who returned at a 
late hour, imparting ail the information which it was possible to obtain, 
(xuided by this information and knowing the formation of the ground, 
1 concluded that the efforts of the enemy would be mainly directed 
against my left flank, and in consequence I directed Colonel Bagby with 
his regiment to take i^osition in front of the intrenchments, about 500 
yards in advance, on my left flank, in a copse of woods bordering on 
the lake, with orders to hol(Lthe point at all hazards, and I distributed 
the remainder of the troops, numbering about 1,000 men, along the line, 
Foiirnet’s battalion on the right, the Crescent Eegiment in the center, 
and the Eighteenth Eegiment on the left, their left resting on the re¬ 
doubt (‘overiug the left flank. The Pelican Battery, Captain Faries, 
Avas distributed by sections on the main road, and thus a connected 
line was formed from the Teche to the redoubt, a distance of about 900 
yauls. The groat length of principal line and the small number of 
tioo])s under iny charge precluded the possibility of holding a single 
man in reserve, every one being required to cover the main line. 

]\b)iulay, 13th, about 9 a. m., the movements of the enemy began to be 
developcMl, their skirmishers having been previously thrown forward, 
vliow(u*emel by ours and steadily held in check. At 10 a. m. a for- 
waid movement commenced as if intended to attack the whole line, but 
it soon became a])])aivut that my left flank would be the serious point 
of assault, and as soon as this became evident I took position on the 
para])e( of the r<‘doiibt, where T could more easily observe the move- 
immts of thi‘ enemy and direct those of our troops, and where it became 
ngeessary for me to r<*main tlie entire day. The enemy continued to 
])re^s Ibrward, but maiiil,\ on my left flank, flere a struggle ensued 
A\ hich on tin* part ol'onr troops could not be snrjiassed for cool and de- 
termin(‘<l ('onrag(‘, bravery, and heroic valor. Against tliis flank five 
r(*giments W(‘re snc'cessively tliiown and effectually resisted on the open 
lield Iv- not over 500 men, under the lead of the gallant and chivalric 
IJagby, until night, Wlien they Averc compelled to > ield slightly under 
the jiressuri^ of the oAmiwhelmiiig force concentrated against them. 

During this conflict it became necessary under orders to detach from 
F(mrnet’s battalion first l(f4 men and then 150 men, the latter of whom 
soon retained and were statiomnl in reseivcbehind the second i>araped 
on the left and 3 yards in the rear of the first. From this reserve I 
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early threw forward to the support of Colonel Bagby Captain Beraud 
and his company, and directed the remainder to the right of the main 
line, where the enemy were making a serious demonstration with three 
regiments, apparently simultaneous with the movement forward on the 
west bank. While this conflict was progressing it became farther ne< 5 - 
essary to support Colonel Bagby with the entire left wing of the Eight¬ 
eenth Eegiment, under the different line officers, and finally a detach¬ 
ment from Waller’s battalion sent to my assistance from the west bank, 
under the lead of the tried and gallant Major Boone, composed of about 
60 men, were advanced into the hottest of the engagement. On the 
balance of the line an incessant and continuous fire was maintained and 
the enemy pressed forward with two regiments on the center and three 
on the right till dark, when they were checked at about 800 yards from 
the parapet. The enemy threatening to storm our works, our men fixed 
bayonets and resolutely prepared to meet and dispute with them to the 
death the possession of the intrenchments. They, however, although 
they could easily have borne us down by superiority of numbers, dared 
not expose themselves t© a hand-to-hand conflict. 

At midnight orders were received to evacuate my position and I con¬ 
fided to my adjutant the direction of the retrograde movement, which 
was executed with all the dispatch and promptness possible, especially 
when it is considered that Captain Paries had lost a large number of 
his horses. Everything was saved except a caisson, which had to be 
abandoned in a disabled condition from the lack of horses. 

It would be invidious, and in fact almost impossible to chronicle in¬ 
dividual acts of valor and heroism. Where all behaved so well and 
merit so much from the country I feel incapable of doing full justice to 
every one. When it is remembered that tfe whole army was aware that 
we had been flanked by a force of from 8,000 to 10,000, which was march¬ 
ing down on our rear and pressing heavily upon a small column which 
was facing them and could at any time have been completely crushed, 
the coolness, resolution, and determination of our troops, evinced, too, 
when they were exhausted and almost prostrated by excessive fatigue 
and want of rest, are remarkable, and deserve the highest praise which 
can he conferred upon meritorious soldiers. 

I would particularly mention Col. A. P. Bagby, his regiment, and the 
re-enforcements sent him during the action. Troops never acted with 
more gallantry,-nor was ever such an overwhelming force, at l«'ast ;{,()0i) 
men, with all the appliances of war to support Iheni, longer held in 
check by a liandful of heroes. Here it was that Colonel Bagby was 
slightly wounded, and I sincerely hope he will soon b(' in a condil'ion to 
reiiort for duty. 

The Pelican Battery covered itself with glory. Too nmch iiraisi* ean- 
not be awarded to Captain Paries, Lieuts. Pelix Winchester, Richard 
Uiuehester, Garrett, and Gaudet. Ever at their post, they did their 
duty nobly, arresting the advance of the enemy at every slei) and -iv 
ing important assistance to the forces on the west bank by efleetually 
opening on the advancing columns of the enemy. This battmy niav be 
equaled but cannot be surpassed by any in the Confederate serrdce. 
Ihe remainder of the troops behaved with equal valor and deserve the 
highest commendation. 


I reached Frankhn, 10 miles distant, at 8 a. m., Tuesday, 14th, and 
reported to Major-General Taylor, who placed me in command of the 
Iroop.s holding- the enemy in our rear in cheek. It is due to the truth 
ot history that I should here record the tact that the salvation of onr 
retiring army was entirely owing to the bold and determined attack of 
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onr troops under the immediate command of Major-General Taylor, he 
leading the van, upon the enemy at early dawn, thereby arresting the 
advance of the whole force of the enemy, 8,000 to 10,000 strong, with 
not over 1,200 men, until our retreating forces had gotten far on the 
road leading to the Cypreinort and beyond the reach of pursuit. The 
enemy were thus kept at bay until midday, when one of my staff offi¬ 
cers, Maj. E. W. Sanders, assistant quartermaster, inforpied me that 
all our troops had retired and that the enemy were in Franklin. The 
enemy were in a position and threatened to cut off our retreat, but by 
means of a by-path I succeeded in eluding their x)ursuit and extricated 
the troops from a very perilous attitude, arising from information not 
having been given me in time of the artival of our rear guard in Frank¬ 
lin, and saw every man file over a burning bridge in the rear of the 
village, myself and staff' crossing when it was almost entirely consumed. 

It would be a dereliction of duty were I to fail to mention that I am 
greatly indebted to the invaluable services of Capt. O. J. Semmes and 
the officers and men under his command, on board of the Diana, in re¬ 
tarding the enemy at this point. As ever, he proved himself an officer 
of high merit, and the duties confided to him could not have been in¬ 
trusted to safer hands. 

At about 2 p. m. I came up with Colonel Green, of Sibley’s brigade, 
and assigned him to the command of the entire cavalry, while I col¬ 
lected and reorganized as rax>idly as I could the shattered fragments of 
my own brigade. With such ot them as I could unite I bivouacked on 
tlio plantation of Louis Gravemberg for the night, about 10 miles from 
Kew Iberia, and proceeded Wednesday, 15th, to that point. Here I 
received orders to assume command of the forces south of Eed Eiver, 
and in fulfillment of that duty I jiroceeded early Thursday morning 
toward the enemy, who were being held in check by Colonel Green 
with the cavalry and artillery under him. 

Fioin this time till Friday, 17th, 5 p. m., the enemy, by movements 
oil their Hanks, feints, charges, and maneuvers, were retarded in their 
progress to A'evuiilliou Bridge, where, after retii'ing over the bayou and 
burning the bridge, heavy skirmishing and an artillery duel ensued, re¬ 
sulting in nothing of serious consequence, except to delay the enemy; 
thence, to Ojicloiisas, distance^ of 25 miles, the enemy, numbering from 
18,000 to 20,000, \M‘re retarded till Monday, 20th, about 12 m., on which 
day 1 (‘\(‘cuted tlu‘ Hank movement ordered, concerning which I have 
already reporte<l. 

To ilie militai^N kno\Yledge, intrepidity, and undaunted bravery of 
Ool. Thomas On'eii 1 am greatly indebted for the successful check of 
the advaiic(* of IIh^ (Miem\. From our iiitreiicbineuts to Opelousas he 
brought u]) th<‘ fac(‘d tli(‘ enemy at every step, and exhibited 

energy, z(‘al, and couiMge unsurpassable by that ol' any officer in the 

S(*l‘\ 1C(‘. 

My most siuciu't' thanks are <luo and gratefull\ tendered to the offi- 
ceisol ni.\ stal'r. ('a])1. Louis Bush, my adjutant, disphued his usual 
(joolness, energy, and <lcv()te<liicss to our cause. In the most iieiilous 
situations ]j(M*oiniminicat(Ml m,\ orders fearlessly and ra]>idly; directed 
the inovcmiculs coniided to him with mai'ked ability, and rendered me 
the movst important services while combating the enemy and during 
the retreat. 

Capt. A. Sclireihcr, acting ordnance officer; Lieut. D. Avery, acting 
aide-de-camp, and Lieut. J. G. Olivier, v^oluiiteer aide de-camp, did 
all lliat could be expected from men who, knowing their duty, act up 
fully to all Its requirements. Amidst the w^armest of tlie conflict, and 
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■where danger and death stared them in the face at every step, they 
hore my orders to every point of the field with alacrity and promptness. 
Maj. R. W. Sanders, assistant quartermaster, and Maj. J. S. Mouton, 
A. 0. S., attended to their duties not only in their respective depart¬ 
ments but at times in the field and under fire. It is also my pleasing 
duty to make particular mention of Private Alfred A. Fusilier. He has 
been acting as assistant engineer siuce October last, and during the 
engagement remained 'with me, acting as aide. He is indefatigable, 
brave, and devoted. His horse was killed under him while carrying 
orders. 

It is out of my power to furnish lists of casualties, having been and 
being still separated from the troops under my command at the in- 
trenehments. As soon as they can be obtained they will be forwarded. 

’ I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALP. MOUTON, • 

* Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 

Maj. E. SuRG-ET, Assistant Adjutant-General 


AFEIL 12, 1863.—Affair on the Amite Eiver, La. 

No, 1.—Col. John M. Simonton, First Mississipj)! Infantry. 

No. 2.—Capt. Gadi Herren, First Mississippi Cavalry. 

^ 0 . 1 . 

Bejport of Col John Ji. SimontoHj First Mississipj^i Infantry. 

PONCHATOULA, La., April 13, 18()3. 

Major : 1 liavo the honor to report that on tlio hth instant I orderocl 
Captain Herren, with his and Captain Cochran\s coin])anies of cavalry, 
to proceed to the wreck of f;:iihboat at inontli of xViniti^ River, to re- 
(»ovor guns and other valuables. Captain Herren succeeded in g<dling 
a schooner in the Amite Eiver, with which he proceeded to the wreck 
and placed one gun and a (]iiantit,\ of iron on board and staH<‘<l ibi' the 
mouth of the Tickfaw, before reaching whicli lie diseox(‘ hmI he was 
being watched by a steamer in Lake Maurepas, and a small l)a^t,^ in a 
yacht was sent out to intercept liiin. He succeed(‘d in gidtiiu: into 
the mouth of the river, and left a portion of liis uwu on hoard tln‘ 
schooner and went ashore with tlie balance and ])lace<l Ihmn in ambush 
until the party in the yachtpassed up the river, w hen he tired on tlnmi, 
and after a cousiderablo little skirmish siicce(*ded in cai)iiu‘uig the 
entire party (killing 1 jn-ivate). Prisoners taken: One adjutant, Sixth 
Micliigan; 1 lieutenant,! corporal, 1 musician, and 4 ])rivates, who 
are now at this place, and I will send to Jackson to-day. Captain 
Herren was, however, so closely followed by the steamer he was com¬ 
pelled to throw overboard the gun and leave the schooner, making his 
way ui) the Ponchatoula in the yacht. 1 have sent a force to protect 
the schooner, if ])ossil)le, and will yet secure the gnus if ])racticable. 
Captain Herren and his men deserve the highest ])raise for energy and 
bravery. Our loss, none. 

I have the honor to be, major, your obedient servant, 

JNO. M. SIMONTON, 

Colonel Commanding, 

Major Willson, Assistant Adjutant-Qmeral 
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Ho. 2. 

Report of Oapt. Gadi Eerren, First Mississippi Cavalry. 

Camp RxjG-aLES, April 13, 1863. 

Colonel : In obedience to your orders, on Thursday, the 9th instant, 
I proceeded with my company (H), First Mississippi Cavalry, and Com¬ 
pany C, Second Arkansas Cavalry, to the wreck of the gunboat in the 
mouth of the Amite Kiver to remove the cannon and other valuables 
to a point where they could be transported to this place. I had great 
difficulty in getting a schooner into the lake, owing to the fierce gale 
blowing from the south. I succeeded, however, after two days^ hard 
labor, in sailing out and getting the cannon above water on board. I 
found the tide very high, covering the whole wreck with 2 feet water. 
This cannon and a little iron was all I could procure at this stage of 
the water. I took on board the schooner with me Lieutenant Allen 
and 20 men. I sent the remainder of my force to camp by land, under 
Lieutenant Elliot. I sailed for the Tickfaw at 10 o’clock a. m. Sunday, 
the 12th instant. I had light wind for some time and traveled very 
slowly until getting out 2 miles from land, when the breeze suddenly 
changed and blew stoutly from the north, driving me off in the direc¬ 
tion of the South Pass. At this time 1 discovered smoke from a boat 
coming up the Pass. She came up to the lake and halted, evidently 
watching my movements. She remained in this position some half 
hour and then dropped down the Pass again. I could at the same time 
distinctly see smoke arising from three or four other boats farther down 
and beyond the first one. By this time I had gotten the schooner into 
the mouth of the river, and feeling confident I had been discovered and 
would be pursued I directed Lieutenant Allen to take charge of the 
schooner and move up as fast as possible. I then took a small boat 
and went back to the lake to watch any movement from that direction. 
I soon discovered a small craft making out of the Pass direct-for me. 
I immediately hastened back to the schooner and landed two-thirds of 
my force on the east bank of the river, placing them in ambush in the 
tall grass on the river bank. I then directed Lieutenant Allen to con¬ 
ceal his men on the schooner and bear in to the west shore. By this 
time the enemy came in sight, but to my surprise and mortification 
they passed close to the opposite shore, compelling me to fire at them 
over 200 yards. They were so near the land they succeeded in getting 
out of their boats, I then directed Lieutenant Allen to move rapidly 
with his force on the west bank and cut off their retreat. He obeyed 
this order i)roin])tly, and after chasing them some distance captured 
their whole i)arty. I killed 1 and took 8 prisoners; among the pris¬ 
oners are two lieutenants. I also captured a large yawl, capable of 
carrying 35 men, and one small boat. My loss, nothing. I could still 
see the smoke in the Pass, moving in the direction of the lake. I was 
satisfied they were after me and that it would be impossible to tow the 
schooner up tlie river (the wind being against us) in time to escape 
them. I therefore determined, in order to save my command from 
capture, to throw the cannon overboard and leave the schooner, which 
I did 1 mile inside the mouth of. the river. 

I cannot close this report without calling special attention to the 
cool and determined courage of every officer and man under my com¬ 
mand in this engagement. There was no lagging behind; every man 
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did Ms duty. Lieutenant Allen, the only commissioned of&cer I had 
with me, is entitled to great credit and praise for the gallantry and 
intelligence he displayed in the execution of my orders. 

I am, colonel, with high respect, your obedient serrant, 

GADI HEREEISr, 
Gaptairij Oomma/nding Detaohment. 

Ool. J. M. SmoNTON. 


AFEU 18, 1863.—AflMr at Sabine Pass, Tex, 

No. 1.—Brig. Gren. W. R. Scurry, C. S. Army. 

No. 2.—^lAeut. Col. W. H. Griffin, Twenty-first Texas Infantry. 


No. 1. 

B^ort of Brig, Oen, W. B. Scurry^ 0, 8. Army, 

Headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Texas, 

Houston^ Tex,, April 19, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor of reporting, for the information of the major- 
general commanding, the following telegram directed to me and just 
received: 

Hbauquarters Sabine Pass, 

April 18, 1863. 

Last night I placed 30 men in the light-house, under Lieutenant Jones, of Griffin's 
hattalion. To-day, at 11 o'clock, 13 Federals came up to the light-house in two small 
boats. We captured 6 men, including Captain McUermot, of the Cayuga, who was 
mortally wounded, and the captain's gig. The other boat escaped with 3 men. Four 
were killed in the water. Second Lieutenant Wright, of D company, Griffin's bat¬ 
talion, was killed, gallantly leading the men. No other casualties. 

WM. H. GRIFFIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Sabine Pass. 

I would also report that on the 13th instant Oapt. Charles Fowler, 
with 3 men, on the Don Juan, was captured while on a reconnaissance 
in Sabine Bay. 

I shall transmit the official reports so soon as received. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. SCUEEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 

Oapt. E. P, Turner, Assistant Adjutant-General, 


No. 2. 

Report of Lieut, Ool, W, S, Griffin, Twenty-first Texas Infa/ntry. 

Headquarters, 

8aMne Post, April 28, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report as to an engage¬ 
ment between a part of the troops under my command and a small part 
of the enemy on Saturday, the 18th instant: 
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On Friday afternoon (the 17th instant) one of my pickets reported 
that a boat from the Federal gunboat had landed 7 men on the Louisi¬ 
ana shore, and that they were then in the light-house making observa¬ 
tions. Before I could make any arrangement to capture them they 
withdrew to the Federal fleet. I then determined to lay a plan to cap¬ 
ture the next party that should come to the light-house. I subse¬ 
quently on that night placed a party of 30 men, under the command of 
Krst Lieut. W. J. Jones, of C company, and Second Lieut. E. T. Wright, 
of D company. Twenty-first (Grifin^s battalion) Texas Yolunteer In¬ 
fantry, in the light-house and the dwelling-house near to it, instructing’ 
Lieutenant Jones not to let his men show themselves in the boat, and. 
to endeavor to capture any party of the Federals that should land. On 
Saturday, at about 11 o’clock a. m., 13 men in two small boats from the^ 
Federal gunboats landed at about 600 yards from the light-house.^ 
Three of the men approached very cautiously to within a few yards of 
the light-house, when, upon a demand, they surrendered; the other 
men having 400 yards the advantage of my men started at the double- 
quick step for their boats. My men immediately gave chase, being gal¬ 
lantly led by Lieutenants Jones and Wright. The boat from the Cay¬ 
uga, with Captain McDermot, mortally wounded, and 5 sailor men, cap¬ 
tured. The boat from the New London, with its captain and the noto¬ 
rious traitor Taylor, escaped. I have since learned, under a flag of truce, 
that every one in that boat was wounded except one. Captain Bead 
lost an eye, besides receiving another wound. Taylor was also wounded 
dangerously in two different places. 

Lt becomes my melancholy duty to inform you that Second Lieut. B. 
T, Wright, of Company D, Twenty-first Texas Yolunteer Infantry, was 
instantly killed by a Harper’s Ferry ball through the brain while gal¬ 
lantly leading and urging on the men under his command. No one else 
of the men under my command was at all wounded. 

Too much credit and praise cannot be given to Lieut. W. J. Jones, of 
C company, Twenty-first Texas Yolunteer Infantry, for his gallantry 
and good conduct on the occasion. Captain McDermot, of the Cay¬ 
uga, died at 2p. m. on the same day of the wounds received. Assist¬ 
ant Surgeon Barton and Acting Assistant Snrgeon Murray did every¬ 
thing they could to relieve his sufferings and to save his life, but in 
vain. Immediately after his death I dispatched a flag of truce out to the 
Federal fleet under Maj. H. A. Hamner and Second Lieut. F. H. Bailey, 
proposing either to bury the body on the next day with the honors of 
war or to surrender the body to Captain Bead if he wished it. He 
chose the latter, and sent Drs. Bayoth [Bogert] and Kendall, of the 
Federal Navy, for the body. They took charge of it and carried it on 
board ship, intending to send it to his family in New York. 

At the request of E. Y. Cook, captain commanding Company D, 
Twenty-first Texas Yolunteer Infantry, I shall send the body of the 
gallant Lieut. E. T. Wright to his relations in Columbus, Colorado 
County, Tex. 

I have the honor to bring to the notice and consideration of the com¬ 
manding general that in order to properly defend Sabine Pass I have 
found and still find it necessary to keep troops, scouts, and pickets on 
the Louisiana side of the channel. Though that is not a part of the 
district under the command of the brigadier-general commanding the 
Eastern Sub-District of Texas, I consider it a military necessity, and 
shall so continue to act unless otherwise instructed by the brigadier- 
general commanding. I am advisedly informed that all the beef, mut¬ 
ton, and pork used on the Federal gunboats are procured on Lake 
Calcasieu, Calcasieu Parish, La. This country is very remote from the 
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commands of Generals Taylor and Sibley, or any other general com¬ 
manding in Lonisiana. It is all important that these depredations 
should be stopped. 

I have already instructed Captain Hare, commanding the cavalry 
squadrons, to keep scouts on the Louisiana shore, and to capture all 
parties of Federal depredators upon or landing upon the coast. 

I understand that JN'orthern Louisiana has recently been added to the 
command of the major-general commanding the District of Texas, fec.j 
if so, I hereby make application that Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana, be 
. added, and constitute a part of the Eastern Sub-District of Texas, and 
.-that my command be extended over the same. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

W. H. GEIFFII^, 

Ideut Ooh, Oomdg. Texas VoL Infty., Oomdg. Sabine PasSj do. 

Oapt A. ]Sr, Miller, Assistam^t Adjutant-General. 


MAT 3, 1863.—Affair at Saint Joseph’s Island, Tex. 

RBL>ORTS. * 

1^0. 1.—-Col. A. M. Hobby, Eighth Texas Infantry. 

No. 2.—Capt. Benjamin F. Neal, Eighth Te::p8 Infantry. 

No. 3.—Capt. E. E. Hobby, Eighth Texas Infantry. 


Ho. 1. 

Report of Col. A. M. Edbby^ Eighth Texas Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Corpus Christi, Tex., May 5, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor herewith to transmit the official report of 
Oapts. B. P. Heal and E. E. Hobby, of the engagement with the enemy 
on Saint Josephus Island on the 3d instant. 

The report of Captain Hobby fully explains the whole affair. His 
men behaved most creditably. Both officers and men were exposed to 
the rain without shelter and short of provisions, but determined to. re¬ 
main until an opportunity was offered to attack the enemy. The boats 
approached in rear of each other, the first only landing, so the cai^ture 
of the others was impossible. 

Hearly all, so the prisoners state, were killed in the second boat; 
the third had a gun, but were unable to use it under the fire of the 
riflemen. The captured launch is now in the service, and the cotton 
secured, awaiting your orders. * 

The Sharps shooters I have had repaired and turned over to the 
ordnance officer,who issued them to Captain Hobby^s company, as they 
are greatly in need of guns, having 64 men and only forty guns. I 
hope the disposition of them will be approved. 

The prisoners are now confined here, awaiting instructions from the 
general commanding as to what disposition shall be made of them. 

I am happy to report no casualties on our side. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. HOBBY, 
Colonel^ Commanding Post. 

Maj. E. F. Gray, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

# a — 'nia+ripf nf Tpyar NawMayipo Ariaonfl. r>. 1085. 
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So. 2. 

Report of Oapt. Benjamin F. Seal, JEJigJitJi Texas Infantry. 

OAiiiP Sembtrs, May 5,1863. 

Colonel : The enemy landed at Saint Josephus Island on Sunday^ 
at 2 o’clock p. m., and were immediately attacked by Captain Hobby’s 
command, who completely routed them, killing several and capturing 
5 prisoners (the second captain of the forecastle and 4 sailors); also 
one launch, or captain’s gig, and six Sharps shooters. The prisoners I 
send down to yon in charge of Lieutenant Vineyard. 

The details of the fight are contained in Captain Hobby’s report, 
herewith inclosed. 

It was quite a brilliant little victory achieved by Captain Hobby, 
this command, and too much praise cannot be awarded to them for 
their gallant exploit. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. SEAL, 

Captain, Commanding. 

Col. A. M. Hobby. 


So. 3. 

Report of Capt. JEJ. B. Holibyy Bightli Texas Infantry. 

Saint Joseph’s Island, May 4,1863. 

Captain : On the 3d inst., about 2 p. m., I attacked with 28 men of 
my company three Federal launches, containing about 40 of the enemy, 
and succeeded in capturing one launch (captain’s gig), o prisoners, 6 
new superior Sharps rifles, 5 cartridge boxes, and 1 ammunition-chest. 

One of the remaining launches, being about 300 yards from the shore, 
had also surrendered, and was pulling toward us. I ordered the fire on 
it to cease, and the men to secure the property belonging to the gig 
already captured. While busily engaged in this the bark opened fire 
upon us and the launch began to pullout to her. We again fired upon 
it, doing much execution. We could distinctly see the men in the launch 
drop their oars and fall as we fired. Several bodies were also seen 
floating in the water. One of the launches reached the bark with only 
2 men in it. The third launch, being still farther out in the Gulf, pulled 
out of our range at the beginning of the fight. I do not think I am mis¬ 
taken in estimating the loss of the enemy at 20 in killed, wounded, and 
})risouers. 1 cannot too highly praise the conduct of the men on this 
occasion ; they wore regardless of danger. Their enthusiasm wa.s only 
equaled by their bravery, and they xuoiiiptly obeyed every command. 

The captured launch was carried by the men across the island a dis¬ 
tance of 2 miles, to Aransas Bay. 

On the night of the 3d I removed 10 bales of cotton which had been 
captured by the enemy and placed on the shore of Saint J oseph’s Kland 
and carefuily conci^aled it, where it now awaits transportatioTi. 

Privates Smith and Bell, of Captain Brackeuvidge’s cavalry, accom¬ 
panied mo in the attack upon the laniiches, and also assisted me in con¬ 
cealing the cotton. 1 am happy to say I have no casualties to report. 

I have, captain, the honor to be, respectfnlh, vonr obedient servant, 

^ E. E. HOBBY, 

Capt., Gomdg. Company I), Biglitli Texas Volunteer Infantry. 

Cant B V 



406 W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chai*. XXYTL 

TVTAV 9-18,1863.— Operations on the Amite River and Jackson Ra^road, 
with skirmisjhes at Ponchatonla, Independence Station, and Tickfaw 
Bridge, La. 




No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sherman, IT. S. Army. 

No. 2.—Col. A. R. Witt, Tenth Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 3.—Col. John L. Logan, Eleventh Arkansas Infantry. 


hTo. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sherma/n^ U. 8. Army. 

Headquarters Defenses of New Orleans, 

May 18, 1863. 

Sir : On the 12th instant I threw out General Nickerson with two 
regiments upon the Amite River, together with five companies of Texas 
cavalry under Colonel Davis. General Nickerson, remaining on and 
in the vicinity of the Amite, was directed to throw Davis’ cavalry 
upon the Jackson Railroad and meet the two re^ments of infantry 
under Colonel Clark, Sixth Michigan (Sixth Michigan and One hun¬ 
dred and twenty-eighth New Tork), which had in the mean time been 
thrown across Manchac Pass. 

As Colonel Davis’ report has not yet been received I will now state 
only a synopsis of the results. The Jackson road has been effectually 
broken up as high as Camp Moore; all depots and railroad stations 
destroyed up to that point; the large car manufactory near Independ¬ 
ence, with its contents, consisting of eight cars, a number of unfinished 
gun-carriages, &c., destroyed; the Confederate shoe factory and tan¬ 
nery near Tickfaw destroyed. 

Several skirmishes took place with the rebels at Ponchatoula and 
Independence, which resulted in 1 man killed and 3 wounded on our 
side. Of the rebel, 10 to* 15 killed, among whom Captain Cochran, of 
the rebel army, 25 horses, 60 muskets, and 1 lieutenant and 43 prisoners 
captured. The prisoners have all arrived in this city. 

General Nickerson has captured in the Amite a large quantity of 
lumber and some cotton, and a large number of Confederate soldiers, 
deserters and furloughed, whom he informs me he has paroled. The 
people are rapidly taking the oath of allegiance and admit that the 
game is all up with them. 

The cavalry returns to the Amite to-day, and Colonel Clark will recross 
the Pass to-morrow. General Nickerson I propose to maintain in his 
position until the property he has collected there can be removed or 
until he may be required elsewhere. Vessels have gone up for it. 

As soon as the full reports have been received they will be forwarded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. W. SHERMAN, 
Brigadier-General^ Comm an ding. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf. 
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ITo. 2. 

Reports of Col. A. B. Witt, Tenth Arkansas Infantry. 

HjBAJDQTJAETERS OeIVB BRANOH, 

May 11,1863—^7.30 p. m. 

G-enbral : My opinion of the movement of the enemy, commnnicated 
in the above dispatch [see indosnre], is merely a feint to cover the re¬ 
treat of Grierson to his command at Port Gibson (Grant’s army). 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. E. WITT, 

Oolonelf Commanding Olive Branch. 

General Gardner. 

[laolotiirA.] 

Mat 11,1863. 

Colonel Log-AJ^ : 

A regiment of infantry and about 500 cavalry have left the Amite in 
the direction of the railroad, doing much damage to the citizens. My 
information is from Mr. Graham, a reliable citizen. I have a small 
scout east of the river: will send another to-night. 

S. D. EAMSEY, 

Captain^ Commanding Pickets Amite and Comite, 


Heabqxtaetees Olive Beanch, 

May 12,1863. 

Majoe: Dispatches from outpost pickets report that the enemy has 
moved out one regiment of negroes for the purpose of rebuilding the 
Montesano Bridge. 

Later dispatch; That they expected to move across the bridge on 
Bayou Sara road last night or early this morning. The pickets report 
that the prevailing opinion is that we have evacuated Port Hudson by 
our not replying to their fleet. 

Inclosed you will find dispatch from picket post on the Amite and 
Comite. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. E. WITT, 

Colonel^ Commanding Olive Branch, 

Maj. T. F. Willson, Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Inolosore.l 


Picket Eeserves on Amite and Comite, 

May 11, 1863—^9 p. m. 


Col. J. L. Logan: 


Dear Sir: My scout has just returned from east of the Amite, who 
informs me that they went as low as Gaines^ Ferry, and that there was 
no enemy to be found in that vicinity and heard of none nearer than 
Civique’s Ferry, where they are in force on the south bank and have a 
large raft erected in the river. Heard nothing of the party reported to 
be marching to the railroad. I am of opinion Mr. Long has been misled 
’ by an enemy. I will send a scout to Oivique’s Ferry early to-morrow 
mominff, to return Wednesday. All quiet on my lines. 

S. D. EAMSEY, 
Captain^ Commanding PicJcets, 
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m . 3. 

Reports of Col. John L. Logan, Eleventh ArTcansas Infantry. 

Hbalqtjaetebs Olitb Bbanoh, 

May 11, 1863—10 a. m. 

Gbnbeal: I inclose dispatch ftom Captain Ramsey, commanding 
pickets on the Amite and Oomite Rivers, stating that Yankees had 
crossed some force over the Amite. I have ordered some additional 
force to Captain Ramsey, and directed him to scout the country and 
■watch the movements of the enemy. If the enemy have crossed and 
go in the direction of Ponchatoula he might very easily be cut off, and I 
should like to do it. Rothing from Plank or Bayou Sara roads this mom- 
iug. Shall keep you ■well advised of any movement of the enemy. 
Colonel Miles has just arrived. 

I am, general, very respectftdly, your obedient servant, 

JRO. L. LOGAR, 
Colonel, OommanMng. 

[General Gabdeeb.] 


Dholostire.] 

Picket Eeserye on OomiE and Amite, 

Ma ^ 10, 1863—11 p. m. 

Colonel Locan: 

Dear Sir: Information has been received from reliable citizens that 
about 500 Pederal cavalry crossed the Amite on yesterday at Montgom¬ 
ery's and burned his premises and camped last night at Mr. Womack^s, 
in that vicinity, and still remain on the east side of the river. ISTumer- 
ous rumors j unreliable. 

S. D. EAMSET, 
Captain, Commanding PioJcets. 

P. S.—^My scouts report that a party of Yankees were across the 
Amite, gathering cotton and stock. My force is too weak to have out 
a sufficient scout. All quiet on the Comite. 


Headquarters Olive Branch, 

May 11, 1863—11.30 a. m. 

General : I inclose you a dispatch from Captain Terrell, which I have 
just received. The enemy are building rafts and flats to cross the Amite 
Eiver. They have infantry, artillery, and cavalry. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JITO. L. JjOGAE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

[General Gardner.] 


[Inolo8ure.f 

Williams’ Bbidgb, La., May 11, 1863. 

Colonel Logan : 

One of my scouts has returned from destroying the flat-boats, and re¬ 
ports that 'the enemy were in force at Civique’s Perry, reported 2,006 
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strong, and making a large flat for the purpose of crossing the river* 
The impression there is that they are going to Ponchatonla, and dis¬ 
patches from there went through by couriers last night via Oliuton to 
Port Hudson. The non-commissioned ofScer could not destroy one of 
the flats, the enemy bein^ there. But the officer with two men are 
waiting behind to destroy it when the enemy leave. A citizen informed 
me that the river was fordable in many places down there. I do not 
know the correctness of his statement. I am sending out an additional 
scout below this morning. I hope to get additional information and 
keep posted. I have ordered in the two extra couriers at Greensburg 
and Oamp Moore. 

Eespectfdlly, &c., 

V. L. TERRELL, 

Captain. 


Headquarters Williams’ Bridge, 

May 12,1863—3 p. m. 

General: I concentrated my cavalry force as much as possible, 
leaving all outposts properly guarded, making in all about 300 effective 5 
and with the cavalry and a section of Roberts’ battery marched to this 
place last night, arriving at 3 o’clock this morning, for the purpose of 
cutting off the enemy’s cavalry or striking him a blow in any direction 
that might present itself. 

Since my arrival I find that Captain Terrell, commanding pickets at 
this place, has been furnishing information not reliable, based entirely 
upon rumor. My scouts report that the enemy’s cavalry are not nor 
never have been making any demonstrations indicating an advance up 
the Amite River, as stated in Captain Terrell’s dispatches. 1 will there¬ 
fore return with the command to-night to Olive Branch. 

All the information I can obtain of the enemy’s advance in the direc¬ 
tion of Ponchatonla is that they have some kind of a command at 
Civique’s Ferry, and are building a flat or raft, supposed to be for the 
purpose of crossing the river. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JFTO. L. LOGAK, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

[General Gardner; 


MAY 13,1863.—Reconnaissance from Baton Rouge, La. 

Report of Col, N, A, M, Dudley^ Thirtieth Massachusetts Infantry, 

Headquarters U. S. Forces, 

Gamy on MerriWs Plantation, 2[ay 13, 1863. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report, giving a 
detailed account of the movements of the troops of this command to¬ 
day, in com])liaiice willi instructions from the major-general commanding 
at Baton Rouge : 

Col. B. n. Grierson, commanding the Sixth and Seventh Illinois 
Cavalry, started with his command from camp at this point at 6 o’clock 
this morning, followed by the Second Louisiana Volunteers, four pieces 
of Arnold’s battery, Colonel Paine; Thirtieth Massachusetts Volunteers, 
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€ol. 'William W. Bullock; One hundred and sixty-first li^ew York Volun¬ 
teers, Colonel narrower; six companies of the One hundred and seventy- 
fourth ISiTew York Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Gott, and Captain 
Godfrey’s company of cavalry, and followed up the Bayou Sara road 
toward ITewport; stationed on the route at the several cross-roads lead¬ 
ing toward the Springfield Landing and Port Hudson roads strong 
parties to hold in check any force that might attempt to get in our 
rear, leaving all baggage, forage, and supplies in camp, guarded by four 
companies of the One hundred and seventy-fourth l^ew York Volun¬ 
teers, 

The column proceeded unmolested until the advance came to the 
opening of the plains, about 1 mile west of the road running from Clin¬ 
ton plank road to Port Hudson, when a brisk skirmish was commenced 
between Colonel Grierson’s advance guard and a body of the enemy’s 
cavalry full 400 strong. This was kept up for a distance of nearly 4 miles 
at long range. On reaching the cross-roads of the main Port Hudson 
road information was obtained that a body of 900 infantry and two 12- 
pounder batteries crossed from the Clinton plank road over the Eedwood 
road last night and took position about a quarter of a mile from the 
intersection of the main Port Hudson road with the Bayou Sara road. 
Colonel Grierson sent a battalion of his command up the road, which 
was very strongly picketed, which, with other observations and in¬ 
formation gained, he felt assured was strongly supported. This picket 
was gallantly driven in four several times by the Illinois cavalry. The 
last time reserves and all fell back to a point within 2 J miles of Port 
Hudson, when they moved oif, taking a northeasterly direction, ap¬ 
parently for the purpose of getting in front of the main column. 

While Colonel Grierson was cautiously feeling his way through the 
pickets of the enemy the infantry were being posted on the numerous 
cross-roads leading both to Port Hudson and Clinton plauk road. Two 
companies of the Hlinois Cavalry, under Capt. H. C. Forbes, were sta¬ 
tioned to watch the main Port Hudson road, while the balance of the 
cavalry pushed forward toward the railroad, constantly skirmishing, 
driving the enemy’s pickets before them. 

Caplin Forbes obtained information from reliable parties that a large 
force had left Port Hudson to intercept this command on its march. It 
probably went to the Clinton plank road, as all parties seemed to have 
received an idea that a large Federal force was on that road. 

The enemy was constantly in sight of Captain Forbes’ party during 
the time Colonel Grierson was moving to the front. When the advance 
was within half a mile of the railroad Colonel Grierson received your 
communication, and knowing that I did not consider it i)roper to move 
my small infantry force farther to the front than the first cross-roads 
on the plains which I then occupied, he halted his main force, and sent 
a company forward to the railroad with instructions to do all the dam¬ 
age possible to the tracks. Captain Pierce, Company A, Sixth Illinois 
Cavalry, was in command of this party, and most admirably" did he and 
his men acquit themselves of the arduous duty assigned them. In sight 
of a large force of the enemy on each of his flanks, the one on the Port- 
Hudson side supported by artillery, he succeeded in destroying 300 
yards of the road and cut the Clinton telegraph wire in several places. 
After having accomplished this Captain Pierce joined the balance of the 
command. 

On the return march Colonel Grierson discovered a heard of 200 beef 
cattle grazing off the road, guarded by a considerable cavalry force of 
the enemy. He charged on the party, dispersed them, and succeeded 
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in driving the whole number into camp. This evening near this point 
he burned the camp of a cavalry regiment, destroying all their tents, 
camp and garrison equipage, together with a large amount of corn 
meal. At this place a considerable mail was captured. On reaching 
the junction of the main Port Hudson road, returning, they again were 
met by a large cavalry force, and for some time forced to keep up a 
sharp skirmish, which resulted in killing 3 of the enemy and wounding 
a large number, most fortunately without any loss on the part of the 
cavalry. The appearance of this large force so suddenly in their midst 
seemed to create a perfect panic. They invariably fled on the first fire 
of the lUinoisians. 

Having carried out my instructions as fully as possible with the force 
under my command I retraced my march, reaching camp about 3 o^clock 

p. m. 

There are no less than seven or eight roads practicable for infantry 
and cavalry between Alexander’s plantation and the main Port Hudson 
road running from the Springfield Landing road to the Bayou Sara 
road. Each of these roads had to be strongly guarded, which reduced 
my infantry force so much that I did not consider it prudent to advance 
beyond the first cross-roads on the plains, which is within 4 miles of 
Port Hudson. From information obtained from contrabands I had to 
take precaution against parties coming across from the Clinton road as 
well as on the other flank. 

Neither Colonel Grierson nor myself have full information as to the 
strength or character of the forces on the Clinton road; and as the com¬ 
manding officer directed in his communication of this morning that 
we should accomplish this object, I respectfully request that I may be 
furnished instructions whether I shall return to Baton Eouge with my 
whole command, including the forces now stationed at White’s Bayou, 
on the Clinton road, or proceed to the Clinton road in furtherance of 
the instructions in letter to Colonel Grierson of this morning. 

I cannot close this report without referring to the good conduct of 
the several infantry regiments of the command. 

Compelled to march through the heat*of the day over the most dusty 
roads it has ever been my fortune to travel, the dust ground to a powder 
by the travel of nearly 1,000 horses, they have kept closed up, at the 
call of a bugle promptly fell in, and with alacrity and good-will exe¬ 
cuted every command with the promptness of veteran troops. I am 
especially indebted to Colonel Paine, Second Louisiana Volunteers, who 
has aided me in every possible way in forwarding the expedition. Cap¬ 
tain Speed, assistant adjutant-general, has also labored hard toward thts 
completion of the object to be obtained, and well deserves my thanks. 
Captain Godfrey’s company has been in the saddle constantly. This 
young officer seems to be the happiest when annoying the enemy most. 
While waiting the return of the Illinois Cavalry he followed up the Port 
Hudson road, drove the enemy’s pickets in to within 1^- miles of Port 
Hudson, went down the Springfield Landing road west side of the 
bayou, driving all the pickets ofi the road, and returned by the cross¬ 
road opposite the church. This evening he made a scout toward the 
Mississippi Eiver as far as the bottom, stampeded two pickets, and cap¬ 
tured the arms and complete equipments of 4 men. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[N. A. M. DUDLEY,] 

Colonel and Acting Brigadier-General^ Gomdg. Expedition. 

Captain Halsted, Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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OOEEESPOITDEirOE, OEDEES, AND EETUENS EELATING TO 
OPEEATIONS IN WEST FLOEIDA, SOUTHEEN ALABAMA. 
SOUTHEEN MISSISSIPPI, AND LOUISIANA FEOM MAY 12 
1862, TO MAT 14,1863: AND IN TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, ANl{ 
AEIZONA FEOM SEPTEMBEE 20,1862, TO MAT 14,1863. 


TTN-IOISr C03aR3EDSI>0Iir3DEI5rCE:, ETC. 

Commonwealth oe Massaohtjsetts, Exec. Dept., 

Boston^ JSFovemh&r 27,1861.* 

Oapt. G. V. Fox, 

Assistant Secretary of the Wavy: 

Sm: I wish to call your especial attention to a subject which has 
been pressed upon my notice by some of our most practical, experienced, 
and influential business men, and which I cannot but regard with much 
favor. It is that the Federal Government should make its next demon¬ 
stration upon the coast of Texas, the State easiest to take and hold, with 
larger public consequences dependent upon such action than any other. 
Texas we virtually bought; her rebeflion makes her a dependency for 
treatment under the war power and through Congress. 

The force when landed should proclaim martial law, with reference 
to the future action of Congress, when the proper time arrives to free 
all the slaves, compensating loyal owners if‘ necessary. 


BESTJLTS. 

1 st. We flank the whole rebellion. 

2d. We open a way out for cotton. 

3d. We cut off future annexations in the interest of the rebels, and 
demonstrate to foreign powers that this war is to stop the spread of 
slavery. 

4th. Instead of loyal men leaving Texas, as they are now doing, for 
California and elsewhere, they will remain, and in" a few years will fill 
Texas with a European emigration, which will demonstrate, as the Ger¬ 
mans of Texas are now doing, that cotton can be raised without slaves, 
though hired negroes may also be used. 

5th. Galveston is but 600 miles from Lawrence and Saint Joseph, and 
a railroad will be run through Texas and Arkansas to those places, and 
the question of conflict of systems of labor and political power will be 
seized forever, leaving the question of slavery in the cotton States for 
philosophical treatment, unless it becomes necessary to settle it under 
the war power before the present war is ended. 

These points are urged, not in the interest of Abolitionists, but by 
lea^g commercial men and capitalists, as fairly comingunder the neces- 
smes and rules of war. Martial law proclaimed, events will no doubt 
educate the people and the next Congress to a wise solution of all ques¬ 
tions which may afterward arise in connection with slaves and slav(uy 
in an exceptional State or dependency like Texas. 

By such seizure and treatment of Texas as is briefly indicated above 
IX is ^^^d shall have at the end of the war material guaran¬ 

tees that wdl prevent any such compromise or settlement as to make a 
renewal of the struggle for ascendency or another rebellion possible. 


Original received too late for publication in Series I, Vol. VI. 
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Please excuse tMs inroad upon your time, and give to the subject only 
such attention as you think its intrinsic importance demands. 

Tours, most faithfully, 

JOHN A. ANHEEW. 


[Indorsemeiit.] 

Goveenoe : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com¬ 
munication of the 27th instant, and have reason to believe that this 
project has already received great attention. 

[G. Y. FOX, 
Assistant Secretary of the 


Memorandum for Mr, Fox.* 


Januaey 28,1862. 

Fort Jackson is a bastioned pentagon, with fronts of about 110 yards. 
It is built of brick and is in good condition. Its scarp walls are 22 feet 
high, measured from the offset of the foundation, which is pretty nearly 
the bottom of the wet ditch. The work is surrounded by a wet ditch, 
which at the lowest water of the ditches (the ditch water fluctuates 
about 16 inches, standing 1 foot higher than low water of river and 
about 32 inches lower than high water of river, which rises and falls 
here 5 feet) is 6 feet deep in the middle and about 5 feet at foot of scarp 
wall. (There is no counterscarp wall, the wet ditch being reveted 
with timber just up to the edge of the water, from where the earth 
slopes less than 45o.) Thus the* top of the scarp is 16 feet above sur¬ 
face of water in ditch at low water, and 14 feet 8 inches at high (ditch) 
water. The ditches are flanked by a 24-pounder howitzer in casemate in 
each of the ten flanks. 

Owing to the fact that the parapets are not carried around the flanks 
and faces of the bastions (for fear they would not sustain the weight) 
there is not much room for musketry fire on the flanks. A half dozen 
riflemen might be stationed behind the top of the scarp, probably, of 
each flank. 

The faces of the bastions may be lined with infantry, as the bastions 
are hollowed out, leaving the top of the scarp to serve as parapet. The 
backs of the casemate arches interfere very much with this arrangement 
along the flanks. 

The two curtains bearing on the river are caseinated fur eight guns 
each. As the traverse of a casemate gun is but 00^, it follows there is 
asectorof 12oinlront of the central water bastion which is not touched 
by casemate fire. 

The parapets of the two water fronts are arranged to receive twenty- 
two channel-bearing guns. The parapets of the other fronts receive 
‘ sixteen more barbette guns, a portion of which bear indirectly upon the 
channel. 

The three land fronts of the work are covered by a glacis-coup6 with 
a covert way, having places of arms in front of the curtains. The two 
terminating branches of this covert way look upon the channel, and are 
arranged for eight or nine guns in each. 


Referred to in Barnard's letter, Series I, Vol. VI, p. 684, but not found in time for 
publication therewith. 
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The branches of the covert way of the west front bear well upon the 
channel above the fort, and are arranged to receive thirty-one guns. 

To increase the fire down the and in passing, an external bat¬ 
tery has been constructed, communicating with the covert way of east 
front. The earthwork had been entirely completed, parapets formed, 
&c., but at the time it went into rebel possession it is believed that 
neither the breast-height walls were built nor the gun platforms laid. 
(This work has probably been done since.) It had capacity to receive 
twenty-five guns. It is quite likely that the rebels have armed this bat¬ 
tery. 

The work is arranged therefore for armament as follows: 


Casemate guns.-. 16 

Barlbette on two channel-bearing faces of main work.-. 22 

Barbette on two extremities of glacis-coup4, having the same bearing on the two 

faces. 17 

Barbette covert way of west front (looking up the channel). 31 

Barbette exterior battery. 26 

Total channel-bearing guns. Ill 

Add barbette guns on other fronts. 16 

Total heavy guns.-. 127 


(The ten flanking 24-ponnder howitzers are not included in this sum¬ 
mary.)- 

At the time the work went into the possession of the rebels there were 
in it, of guns, sixteen 32-pounder guns, twenty-six 24-pounder guns, 
ten 24-pounder flanking howitzers 5 of carriages, fourteen 24-pounder 
casemate carriages, nine 24-pounder flank-defense howitzer carriages, 
twelve 24-pounder barbette carriages. 

It is supposed the above carriages were in a very bad condition. The 
sixteen 32-pounders were sent there to go into the casemates, in which 
24-pounders had been mounted twenty years ago. 

The report that the work had sunk so that the casemate guns would 
not fire over the levees is one of those canards which had its flight long 
ago; is a specimen of what reports malice or credulity will originate or 
entertain, and is quite on a par with some which have been sanctioned 
by high authority, that certain forts would fall down by the discharge 
of their artillery. 

When I took charge of this work in 1840 the report was that the 
whole work bad disappeared. It had settled probably about a foot. 
At that time the soles of the embrasures were, say, 6 feet above low 
water of river and 1 foot above high water. The levee in front (higher 
than necessary) was, say, 1 foot 2 inches higher than the sole of the 
embrasure (about on a level with the muzzle of the gun). 

I cut out the embrasures and raised them 1 foot. The work has 
settled very little, if at all, since then. 

The muzzle, or rather the axis of a casemate gun, should therefore be 
1 foot higher than the top of the levee, and by cutting away 1 foot of 
the levee (which may be safely done at all times) there would be 2 feet 
difference of level. 

The river rises and falls 5 feet, the surface being 7 feet and 2 inches 
below the top of the levee at low and high water. 

Occasionally the river falls 1 foot lower than ordinary low water and 
rises 6 inches higher than ordinary high water, or has an extreme fluc¬ 
tuation of 6 feet 6 inches. 

The glacis-coup 6 is surrounded by a wide wet ditch. This ditch has 
but little over 3 feet in it at low (ditch) water, and its bottom is firm 
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enough to bear the weight of a man without sinking very much. Kever- 
theless it adds very greatly to the strength of the work against assault. 

The salient of the north bastion is about 140 yards from the river 
bank, and say 110 yards from the levee, and the river is about 700 yards 
wide. 

In the center of Fort Jackson is a defensive barrack of decagonal 
shape. It is intended to be made bomb-proof by covering the 1-foot- 
square timbers of the ceiling with earth. Probably the rebel garrison 
have done this. This building will accommodate 400 or 500 men. As 
there is besides a great deal of bomb-proof shelter in the casemates 
and galleries, the garrison is well sheltered from a bombardment. 

FORT SAINT PHILIP. 

Fort Saint Philip was partly built by the Spaniards and finished to 
its present outline by us in 1812-’15. It is very irregular in figure. It 
occupies a quadrilateral space of about 150 by 100 yards. 

The front toward the river (first built) had a bastioned trace; the 
other portions have been added to inclose the work and give some 
semblance to flanking arrangements. The brick scarp was originally 
of slight relief and imperfectly founded: was found in very bad condi¬ 
tion when I took charge in 1841. Under my charge the walls were 
strengthened by relieving arches, an additional thickness of masonry 
given to them, the earthen parapets extended all around the work 
Tthere having been a mere brick wall as parapet before), and the wet 
aitch deepened so as to have 6 feet depth at lowest water. 

It may be stated, in a general way, that the scarp wall on land fronts 
has 16 to 17 feet height (from bottom of ditch), and on water fronts about 
14 or 15 feet. The part of the ditch next the scarp walls is not more 
than 2 or 3 feet deep at low water, the deepest part of the ditch being 
generally nearer the counterscarp. (There is no brick counterscaiq) ^ 
merely board revetment, as at Fort Jackson.) 

It was intended to arrange a low glacis with covert way and reveted 
breast-height wall around the work, but I believe this has not been 
done; if not, one-half of the height of the scarps would be seen from 
outside, and it would require little battering to bring them down. 
There is a postern and draw-bridge in the western face and another 
near the most northern angle of the works. 

Two external batteries (earthen) have been built of late years in con¬ 
nection with this work, having wet ditches (6 feet at low water), having 
parapets 20 feet thick, crest 19 feet above bottom of ditch, which is 
20 feet wide (at bottom). These batteries were intended for twenty- 
two heavy guns each on water faces and six 24-pounders on extremi¬ 
ties and rear. 

The sketch will exhibit the bearing of these batteries and their con¬ 
nection with the main work. It will also exhibit the number of guns 
of the two forts bearing upon any one point of the river within their 
range. 

The main work of Saint Philip is arranged to receive, say, twenty 
heavy guns, bearing directly upon the channel, besides some dozen or 
more bearing upon the land. 

This armament of seventy-two channel-bearing guns (fort and exter¬ 
nal batteries) is all en barbette and very low at that, the crests (or 
tops) of the parapets being but 14 feet above low water of the river 
and 9 feet above ordinary high water. 

At Fort Jackson there are but sixteen guns in casemate, the remain- 
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ing one hnndxed and five channel-bearing guns being en barbette. 
The exterior battery (twenty-five guns) has its crest (same as Saint 
Philip) 14 feet above low water of river. The covert-way batteries 
<forty-eight guns) have their crest 16 feet above low water, and the 
crest of parapets of main work (twenty-eight channel-bearing guns) is 
24 feet above low water. 

The two works mount together one hundred and seventy-seven chan¬ 
nel-bearing guns. 

Of this armament there was in Fort Jackson (as before stated) when 
it went into rebel possession sixteen 32-poundera (without carriages), 
twenty-six 24 pounders, with fourteen casemate and twelve barbette car¬ 
riages ; and at Saint Philip ten 24-pounders with carriages, or fifty-two 
guns in all of not very formidable caliber. 

Whether they have supplied the full armament or not I cannot judge. 
There were in the Baton Eouge Arsenal forty 32-pounders and three 
8 -inch columbiads, which, if all sent to these works, would leave eighty- 
two still to be supplied. 

Except Baton Eouge, th,e Norfolk navy-yard, and their own founderies 
have been their sources, and as it is likely their founderies have been 
mainly taken up with casting field guns, it is probable that iN'orfolk has 
been the source from which forts have been supplied. 

It is probable, therefore, that, as at Port Eoyal and Hatteras, the 
armament, if completed, will contain few guns over 32-pounders. 

Such an armament, as much experience has shown, is not very for¬ 
midable to vessels of war or regular war steamers, unless through the 
agency of hot shot (and there are furnaces for neai*ly all the batteries 
at both forts). Still, it is not a trifiing undertaking to pass so large a 
number of guns at such close quarters. * (Fort Saint Philip is about 700 
yards higher up the river than Fort Jackson; the distance between the 
nearest salients of the main works is about 1,000 yards.) From a point 
in the river miles from the lowest battery of Fort Jackson to another 

miles above the nearest upward-bearing batteries wo shall find a dis¬ 
tance of 3J miles to be traversed, 2 miles of which under the fire of 
from 100 to 125 guns, and the other miles under that of from 50 to 
100. Now, against the current of the river this distance will not be per¬ 
formed by the majority of steamers of a squadron in less tlum twenty- 
five minutes or a half hour. With hot shot thrown by tins arinainont, 
even though but 24 and 32 pounders, I should look upon the daylight 
passage as too hazardous to be undertaken. Tlie lowiu'ss of their bar¬ 
bette batteries is a favorable circumstance. At any time between now 
and next August our fleet would find the river pretty well u]). The 
river is not apt to be much above low water in February, but a rapid 
rise usually commences about the 1st March and the river keeps up till 
August, and the decks of our large steam frigates would eominand most 
of these batteries, within 200. or 250 yards of whicli they could bo laid. 
But to get such positions the vessels would have to endure 1 ^ or 2 miles 
fire (raking) of 100 guns. 

Such an attempt should bo made at night, when the distant fire must 
be very uncertain. 

From two to four or more vessels for each fort, armed with i) or 11 
inch guns, laid alongside of Fort Jackson, and firing sjdierical case or 
canister (the latter probably preferable), would, I should think, make 
all these batteries untenable, even those of the casemates. Here is a 
place where armor-clad vessels become particularly applicable. 

Should any obstructions (such as rafts) be anchored in the river (diffi¬ 
cult, I think, to maintain in the high, or even moderately high, stages) 
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tli<^ forcing a passage would become almost impracticable. Here again 
iron-clad vessels "would be very useful for recounoitering or destroying 
rafts. 

Would it be prudent, however, supposing these works to be at all 
formidably armed, to force a passage, leaving them behind intact, while 
the fleet advanced on New Orleans? I think not, unless perchance in 
conjunction with an attack to be made on the city by a large land force 
from Lake Borgne or Pontchartrain^ but it is as liard to get a land force 
from these lakes as to take Ports Jackson and Philip. A fleet cannot 
maintain itself long above those works unless the city of New Orleans 
is captured and held by us. If it should meet with damage in passing 
and serious reverses higher up, it would have to pass the gauntlet again 
in retiring and our loss become very great. 

On the other hand, to take these works is to open the navigation of 
the river up to Memphis to us and to lay open the whole country (as 
well as to take New Orleans) to the enterprises of our fleets. 

It is the key to all the rest, and I believe it is an undertaking which 
requires as little lisk, as small an outfit, as any there can be designed 
in this quarter. 

Before indicating how I Id operate against these works I will 
make a few remarks about tl -opography. It is to be regretted that 
with all the*surveys we hav lade and the length of time our officers 
(myself among others) have eu connected with this place we have 
such uncertain information as »the exact character of tiie ground sur¬ 
rounding these works. I sta the character to the best of my ability. 
The river hanks everywhere, n iu down to the mouth, I believe, furnish 
a margin of Arm ground, onl^ overflowed in the higher stages of the 
river. (Unfortunately during e months of March, A]>ril, May, and Jime 
we are certain to find the li 'r pretty well up to high-water stage.) 
This strip of firm ground fron Fort Jackson down for about a mile is 
from 300 to 400 yards, and ex( pt where cleared, to open the fire of the 
guns, is wooded with cottonw^dM and willow, the latter perhaps from 1 
to 2 feet diameter. 

Extending 450 or 500 yards below Port Jackson is old levee (made 
at the time of the commencement of the work), having a return or elbow 
ruiniiug back to the sv amp. (See large map.) This return is near 400 
yards long. It serves to protect the rear of the fort from the back¬ 
water of oveiflow. This levee was repaired, I think, under my direc¬ 
tions. It is quite likely that it has been neglected since, and that there 
are breaches in it, but these could be easily repaired, and the levee 
would keep the space behind pretty dry, oven at high water. Tlie level 
of the natural soil about Port Jackson near the river is. say, a little 
over 3 feet above oidinary lowMvater. The ordiuar;\ rise of liver is, 
say, 5 feet, overtopping the banks, say, 2 feet. 

The fort levee proper incloses the work and grounds (see map), passing 
wdthin about 100 >ards of the northern bastion salient, 150 trom the 
tw^o eastern, and 300 (about) from the t^^o western bastion salients. 

Above Port Jackson the high ground extends farther back (say one- 
half mile); is leveed, and might be kept dr\ at all stages. (If an attack 
on these works Avas feared and the li^er up probably all the levees 
would be cut, but they are easily repaiied.) 

Next above Bayou Denis is cleared and cultivated ground, and 
next above Bayou des Liards is the Burnt Settlement, a hamlet of 
ueat residences, wuth rice fields and orange groves. 

27 R R—VOL XV 
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The ground immediately around Fort Saint Philip is as high, or rather 
higher, than that about Port Jackson. 

There is quite a large triangular space of high ground between the 
river and Bayou Mardi Gras Qust bdow the fort), and thence extend¬ 
ing along the river and bayou banks. The limit of hardest ground 
passes about a hundred yards behind the rearmost salient of the fort. 

It is called by Lieutenant Smith (who surveyed it) “practicable for 
infantry, cavalry, or artillery.” For several hundred yards farther 
back indeed the ground is passable for footmen, but would be found 
pretty soft and miry in wet weather, though still supporting footmen. 

The banks of the Bayou Mardi Gras are pretty high and firm half 
way at least to the Gulf; the bayou itself, though narrow, has 10 to 15 
feet water in it except over its bar. Lime Kiln Bayou has much the 
same character. The external waters of the Gulf are shoal, and I pre¬ 
sume nothing can approach the mouths of these bayous except boats. 

With these preliminaries I will give my ideas about the attack. I 
should consider necessary, first, a powerful fl.cet, bearing from 300 to 
400 guns (as *many 11 and 9 inch guns as can bo had). Second, half 
a dozen iron-clad gunboats (or as many more as can be had). Third, 
10,000 troops. (iJl these might not be necessary in reducing the works, 
but they should be with the expedition, to take immediate advantage of 
its success.) 

I should hope to reduce the works without regular siege operations; 
but even if it became necessary to resort to them, the powerful artillei’y 
of the fleet would make a large siege train unnecessary. I should Judg<'> 
that a dozen iJ4*pounder siege guns, a dozen 10-inch siege mortars, and 
as many field guns (these to be furnished from dismonnted battenwos 
attached to the division of troops) would sufiice, and the ll<‘et should 
be accompanied by say fifteen or twenty mortar vessels, su(*h as i\iv. 
now being equipped. 

The difficulties of regular approaches against these works .and < h(^ 
advantages likely to be derived from prompt and bold measures, wliieli 
may overwhelm the works before the defenders can gel time to iU'cns- 


tom themselves to a state of siege, are so great tliat 1 shall not snggesi, 
as a preliminary attack any land batteries. Doubtless if it was in lln^ 
month of i^ovember or December it would be an iin])ortant step to land 
troops below, surround Fort Jackson by skirmishers (taking julvantago 
of the levees), and to establish batteries enfilading all the wabn* bill 
teries of this work bearing across and down the rivei*. Dniiiig lli(‘ 
high-water season I doubt the practicability of this, and whether pia<*ti 
cable or jiot, believe that the measure would not Justify (he disconrag(‘ 
ments and delays arising. 

The plan 1 would suggest would bo based u])on the fact tlnd lh<‘ 
batteries of the forts are all, except sixteen guns of Fort diu-kson, m 
harheUe; that they are all very low; that they can be approMcluMi (o 
within200 yards, and moreover that, wliile Fort Jae.kson is a very st rong 
work, Fort Saint Philip is comparatively weak, and can s(*are(*lv l)e (* 011 ^- 
sidered as secure against a co 2 ip demain^ and that Fort, Sjdnt Pliilip one<‘ 
fallen into our possession, its own batteries enJihuh'd or bjk^m in 
all the downstream-bearing barbette batteries of h"ort Ja(*kson, and 1 h,>i’ 
from a point 200 or 300 yards below Fort Saint Phili]) the remaining 
barbette batteries of Fort Jackson can bo enfiladed and tli(i s(*arj»s ol' 
the two water fronts breached. From a ])oint imii'k(‘d i \ 000 yards Ti om 
the upijermost batteries of i'^orl Jackson, to ajjoint mark(‘d I ). 000 rr(rm 
the lower batteries, is a distance ol ahmit 1,000 .\ards. Along this Imo 
1 presume twelve vcosels can be laid without danger oi foul in*': ajjd if 
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they averaged ten guns to a broadside they would bring one hundrec 
and twenty guns to bear on the fort, and it will be seen that they wil 
enfilade every barbette battery and take most of them in reverse. 

The nearest vessels will be about 200 yards from the work. 

The batteries of Saint Philip cannot be enveloped and enfiladed as 
can those of Fort Jackson, but they are so extremely low and so nea] 
the shore that they are fearfully exposed. Eight vessels could be laic 
alongside, the most remote 300 yards from the extremes of the two ex¬ 
terior batteries, the central ones within 200 yards of the parapets of the 
work. 

I should not attempt to put all these vessels in position at once. 1 
should select for the Fort Jackson side say four (iron-clad if possible), 
destined for position from A to E. Two of these (iron-clad) vessels 
should be posted directly in front of the two curtains of the water fronts, 
to contend with the casemate and barbette guns above themj these 
vessels should have 11-inch guns and fire nothing but canister. Three 
vessels should likewise be destined to take positions in front of Fort 
Saint Philip. 

The operation should commence in the night, so as to get these ves¬ 
sels in position just before daylight—the vessels destined for Saint 
Philip to creep along the left shore ; those for Fort Jackson along the 
right shore. The river is too narrow, the current too strong, for ma¬ 
neuvering. The vessels once in positions would have to keep them. 
They should be of such a character that they might be expected to do 
so, from the number of their guns or from their iron protection. (Ample 
top-mast room should be provided and filled with sharpshooters.) 
Those on the Fort Jackson side would probably have to make fast to the 
shore; those on Saint Philip side might anchor. 

At early dawn the rest of the fleet should distribute itself along the 
shores as indicated. The mortar vessels should then seek the most 
suitable positions. If the fleet can thus silence the fire of the forts 
once it can keep it silenced, and it should take advantage of its cessa¬ 
tion to fire solid shot or shells to injure the guns and walls. (The walls 
of Saint Philip are, notwithstanding all modern repairs, of the most 
wretched character and much exposed.) It is likely a more or less 
practicable breach could bo made in front from the vessels. The fire 
of tlie works being subdued, part of the transx>()rts should i)a8S up and 
troops 1)0 landed on each side (taking immediately imoper precautions 
to i)reveiit being flooded by the levees being out above;, and the two 
works at least partially invested by skirmishers, to whom the levees 
would furnish great facilities. 

Ill sketching out an operation of this character it is useless to attempt 
to mark out beforehand that which must take its sha]K* from the cir¬ 
cumstances of the moment. If this naval operation can be made suc¬ 
cessful I can conceive the possibility, by a ]>ron5i)t display of laud 
force and menace of assault, of obtaining an inimiMliat(‘ surrender of 
Fort Saint Pliilip. This possibility would be founded upon the demor¬ 
alization produced by the naval assault—the men Ixung driven from 
guns and unable to return to them, large numlxws Ivilled and wounded. 
In the absence of any bomb-proof (or fire-proof) hInOtcr, a momentary 
refuge for a small portion of the garrison niiglit be found under the 
relieving arches of the land fronts; but they are so (*ontracted, so wet 
and close, that men could not stay in them long. Tlio fact is that the 
only quarters is a very large i)ine building, whicli would iirobably be 
fired by sliells, and during its burning make the service of guns in any 
part of the main work impracticable. 
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It may be remarked too that the permanent magazines of the w’ork 
and external batteries (the only masonry and bomb-proof buildings 
there are) would not hold more than 700 or SOO barrels of powder 
stowed in bulk (not much over 100 rounds for the supposed armament); 
that there are no filling rooms, &c.; that there were no other store¬ 
rooms for provisions or other stores than the wooden building men¬ 
tioned. 

1 can conceive it, therefore, possible that the garrison might surren¬ 
der merely from the effects of the cannonade, accompanied with prep¬ 
arations for landing and assault. 

Should it not do so the landing must be made, and we may rely upon 
the investment and continued cannonade or we may assault. 

A light field gun would destroy the draw-bridge and gates on the 
southwest front, and then, skirmishers being advanced to keep down 
any fire from the parapets, a few planks thrown over the draw-bridge 
gap would complete a bridge. 

In previous pages I stated that the ditches bad 6 feet of water in them; 
so they had, but I am told by Lieutenant Weitzel that they have since 
filled up very much; that there is not more than 4 feet now. 

They are narrow, varying from 30 to 40 feet. A few guns from land 
batteries at a distance will see enough of the walls to bring them down 
(partly filling the ditch), and facines thrown in would do the rest. The 
fleet, as before said, might breach the river-fiont walls, &c. Whether 
the work is taken by one or the other of these means it cannot hold 
out long. 

This work taken, its guns and the batteries, we would speedily 
establish on the river banks below, would enfilade every barbel ie bat¬ 
tery of Fort Jackson, and breach the curtain and flanks of tlu^ two 
water fronts; our mortar vessels would shower shells upon it, and our 
fleet and land forces would cut oflt* all supplies. (This work, like ^aiiit 
Philip, had not magazine room enough for more than KlO ]*onnds of 
powder in barrels, and it would be difficult to And room in other (iase- 
mates without destroying their efficiency as gun-rooms.) 

By one means or another the work muht soon surrcuider, and with 
its surreiuler New Orleans and Louisiana fall, the valley of the Mi^sis- 
&i]>pi is conquered. 

1 took up this subject not foreseeing the coii(*lnsions it would h‘ad 
to in my mind. If those conclusions are eorreet, ther(‘ is no op(‘iatioii 
the Government can undertake which promises so important lesnlts. 
And, moreover, these results cannot be fully obtaim^d wilhout this 
capture. 

To reach New Orleans from Saint Louis imi)lies the (‘ompiest of th(‘ 
whole valley down, or, in other words, it im])lies almost lli<‘ compl<‘((‘ 
triumph of our arms everywhere. 

To capture New Orleans from the mouths is, without vailing a’liy such 
problematical result, to take a great stride toward obtaining comi)l(‘t(‘ 
triumph for our arms. 

But to pass these works merely with a fleet and appear helore New 
Orleans is merely a raid, no capture. New Orhmns and tlu‘ ii\(‘v 
cannot be held until communications are perfectly established. Tln^y 
are more easily and more perfectly established by the mouths of the 
river than by the lakes. 

The avenues from the lakes can only be reached by light crai’t, and 
these are mere bayous, through swamps and narrow defiles, along 
canals easily obstiacted, easily defended; and, moreover, these ave¬ 
nues are uow all permanently fortified. 
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The operation against the forts is recommended bj; tbe probability 
that it is not likely they have expected an attempt of tbis kind. 

The prevailing idea with the defenders probably has been and is to 
prevent the passage of vessels, not so much to defend themselves. 

In this project everything depends on the success of the naval part of 
the plan. Can the Favy do what I assi^ to it? If not, with actual 
means can it by special preparations which will not occupy more than 
a couple of months? 

What has been done to these works by the Confederates is not known 
to me, but I should think that the blockading fleet might ascertain with 
much certainty. 

Should there appear to be anything in this memoir worthy of being 
acted upon I should desire its submission to the goneral-in-chief and to 
General Totten, Chief Engineer U. S. Army, whose thorough acquaint¬ 
ance with these works and great experience would make his counsel 
very desirable. 

If the attack is determined .upon it would be desirable, if possible, to 
avoid any retarding i^reparations, but to collect the squadron and land 
force at once from means now available. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

J. G. BAEISTAED, 

Brigadier-Generaly and Chief Engineer Army of Potoinac. 

P. S.—Two sheets of drawings accompany this paper, copied from 
maps in the archives of the Engineer Department.**^ 

Whenever the use ceases these and whatever copies may be taken 
should be returned by whomsoever possesses them to the Engineer De¬ 
partment. 

IST, B.—The operations indicated in this memoir should be imeceded 
by a bombardment from the water vessels and 11 and 9 inch guns 
mainly upon Fort Jackson. It should be kept up twenty-four hours (if 
the work does not surrender before that time, which it is quite likely 
to do) without intermission. 

J. G. BAENAED. 


Special Orders, ) JIdqrs. DepartivIent of the Gulf, 

No. r‘37. f Ketv Orleann, Alay 13, 1<SC2. 

It ap]>eaiing that tlie New Oilcans On^scent, a newspa])er published 
in this cif\, is owned and edited by J. O. Nixon, a icbcl now in arms 
against llic 0()\einni(mt oflhc (Jnited States, tlic commanding gcneial 
of this (lc]aii timmt oidms that the iniblication of tliat nc\s sjnipci* be 
sniijncsscd, and that no puldicatiou b\ p.imidilct, handbill, or olhcr- 
AYis(‘, 111 an,\ Ibrm whnt(‘V<*i-, slmll be made irom said olli(*c alt^n* the 
l)r()muig<ition of this older. 

B> command of Major-Gcncial Biitlci; 

(lEO. 0. STUONG, 

Asiyhtant Adjulanl-Gencrul and i'fiUf of Staff. 


Special Ordi:ris, ) Hdqrs. Department ov the Gulf, 

No. 30. ] Ijllay 13, 1862.] 

I. The New Oilcans Bee newspaper, having published an elaborate 


* Not found. 
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tUougli-argument in favor of the cotton-burning mob, is hereby 

suppressed. iT’o publication of any description will issue from that 
office until further orders. 

II. The New Orleans Delta newspaper, having in an article of to-day^s 
issue discussed the cotton question in a manner which violates the terms 
of the proclamation of 1st of May instant from these headquarters, 
the office of that paper will be taken possession of and its business 
conducted under the direction of the United States authorities. 

By command of Major-G-eneral Butler: 

GEO. 0. STEONG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquaeters Department of the Gulf, 

Ifew Orleans^ May 16,1862. 

Hon. B. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of war: 

Sie: Since my dispatch of May 8* I received information that a 
large amount of specie was concealed in the liquor store of one Am. 
Gouturee, who claims to be consul for the Netherlands.! 

> ^ # # # « # ^ 

The necessity having now passed which led me to allow the tempo¬ 
rary use of Confederate notes, I have ordered them suppressed in ten 
days from to-day. Please see General Orders, No. 20, to that effect. I 
beg leave to call your attention to the subject of opening the port of 
New Orleans. No measure could tend more to change the entire feel¬ 
ings and relations of the people here than this. If not opened to for¬ 
eign ships and ports, why not with the Northern ports Have wo not a 
right as against aliens to carry our own products from one part of our 
own coun&y to the other ? 

Nothing has tended so much to the quiet acquiescence of the well- 
disposed people here to the rule of the United States as the opening, 
which I have done, of postal facilities North and with Europe, under 
* proper restrictions. It was a measure which seemed to me so ess(uitial 
and so relieved the mercantile portion of the cominnnity that I liave 
allowed it, and shall so do until further orders from the Dei)artment. 

Upon the same ground I have the honor to urge the oi)ening of the 
port of New Orleans at least to the limited extent above mentioned. 
As a question of the supply of food it is vital. A ditlerent state of 
things exists here from every other point taken before during llu‘. war, 
with the exception of Baltimore. Here is a community, large ami 
wealthy, living and substantially quietly submitting to, if they all do 
not relish, our Government. 

We need their products ; they need ours. If we wish to bind them to 
ns more strongly than can be done by the bayonet, let them again feid 
the beneficence of the United States Government as they ha.v(^ seen 
and are now feeling its power. Specially will this affect favorably the 
numerous and honestly conducting foreign residents residing lieri^. 
How does this city now differ from Baltimore in June last, save that 
it is occupied by a smaller force and is more orderly*? In the matter 
of trade, importation and exportation, I cannot distinguish the two. 

^ See Series I, Vol. VI, p. 506. 

tFor portion of letter here omitted, and which relates to seizure of the specie re¬ 
ferred to and complications with other consuls, see inclosures to letter from the 
Secretary of State to Hon. Reverdy Johnson, June 10,1862, Series HI, Vol. 11. 
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It was found absolutely necessary to tab'e some measures in addf 
tiou to those taken by the city government to relieve the immediate 
sufferings of the poor people from hunger. I accordingly took the 
action set forth in General Orders, Ko. 25. Its effect has been to dimin¬ 
ish much suffering and aid in bringing back the citizens to a sense 
of duty. 

I forward also copies of General Orders, 27, 28,29, which will explain 
themselves. JSTo. 28 became an absolute necessity irom the outrageou* 
conduct of the secession women here, who took every means of insult¬ 
ing my soldiers ^nd inflaming the mob. 

Here I am happy to add that within the city of "New Orleans the first 
instance of wrong or injury done by any sohiier to any man or woman 
or any instance of plunder above a petty theft yet remains to be re¬ 
ported to me. There is aninstance of gross outrage and plunder on the 
part of some of the Wisconsin regiment at Kenner, some 12 miles above 
here, while on the march to possess ourselves of the Jackson Eailroad, 
who when they return will be most exemplarily punished. I must 
send home some of my transport ships in ballast by the terms of their 
charter. In accordance with the terms of my order Ko. 22 I have 
caused to be bought a very considerable quantity of sugar, but as yet 
very little cotton. This has gone very far to reassure the planters and 
factors. They are sending their agents everywhere into the interior 
to endeavor to stop the burning of the crops. 

Kobody can be better aware than myself that I have no right to buy 
this property with the money of the United States, even if I had any 
of it, which I liave uot. But I have bought it with my own money and 
111)011 my individual credit. The articles are sugar, rosin, and turpen¬ 
tine. I have sent these as ballast in the several transport ships, which 
otherwise would have to be sent to Ship Island for sand. These arti¬ 
cles will be worth more in Kew York and Boston than I paid for them 
here through my agents. If the Government choose to take them and 
reimburse me for them I am content. If not, I am quite content to 
keep them and i)ay the Government a reasonable freight. Whatever 
may be done the Government will save by the transaetioii. I only 
desire that neither motives nor action shall be misunderstood. 

I have sent General Williams, with two regiments and a light bat¬ 
tery, to accompany the flag-officer up the river to occupy’ or land and 
aid in taking any point where resistance may’ be offert‘d. Baton Eouge 
has already surrendered and the flag is raised over it. Tlie machines 
trom the Arsenal for making arms are removed to a dir/uinee, but where 
they cannot be at present used. The maval fo]vcs with General Will¬ 
iams have gone above Katcliez, and the guiilx^ats arc* pro('C(‘<ling to 
Vicksburg, which the rebels are endeavoriiig to fortify, hut I do not 
believ<‘, from all I learn, with any^ success. The Hag ofacc*! is agiouiid 
Just below Natchez in the Hartford, and I have dispatched two boats 
to light him off. 

i sliould have sent more troops General Williams, bin it was 
impossible to get transportation tor them. Tlu* rebels had luirned aiul 
disabled every boat that the.y did not liidc, and then their machinists 
refused to work on their repair. 

By dint of the most urgent measures I have compelled l epairs, so 
that I am now getting some transportation, and liave sent a boat to 
Fort Pickens for General Arnold, of which 1 understand him to be in 
the utmost need. I have sent into llie various bayous and have suc¬ 
ceeded in digging out of the bushes several steamers; cue or two very 
good ones. 
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Colonel McMillan, of tLe Twenty-first Indiana Eegiment, on Monday 
last, in a little creek leading out of Berwick Bay, some 80 miles from 
here, succeeded with an ox-cart in cutting out the rebel steamer Fox, 
loaded with 15 tons of powder and a large quantity of quicksilver, 
medicines, and stores. The steamer was formerly the G, W. Whitman, 
of New York, and has succeeded in running the blockade four times. 

Colonel McMillan is now engaged in scouring the bayous and lagoons 
through which the rebels have been supplied with ammunition, causing 
large quantities to be destroyed and capturing some where the pursuit 
is quick enough. In no other way can the same amount of distress be 
brought upon the rebel army, as they are much in want of ammunition, 
and we are intercepting all supplies. A very large amount of ordnance 
and ordnance stores have been captured here and are now being cared 
for and inventoried. 

Large numbers of Union men—^Americans, Germans, and French— 
have desired to enlist in our service. I have directed the regiments to fill 
themselves up. with these recruits. 1 can enlist a regiment or more here, 
if the Department think it desirable, of true and loyal men. I do not 
think, however, that Governor Moore would commission* the officers. 
Such a corps being desirable, would it not be possible to have an inde¬ 
pendent organization, with commissions from the President. These 
troops would be very useful in manning the forts at Pontchartrain and 
down the river, which are fearfully unhealthy. They might have a com¬ 
pany or two of Northern soldiers for instructors and for fear of possible 
accident. 

I shall have the transportation ready for a movement on Mobile as 
soon as the flag-officer returns from up the river. I am engaged in ar¬ 
ranging for it. I will get the transportation, so as to go across the lake 
by the inside route. 

I have endeavored in several ways to get communication with Gen¬ 
eral Buell, so as to co-operate with him, but as yet have failed. Although 
I am not by the terms of my instructions enjoined to penetrate the in¬ 
terior, yet I shall do so at once, if the public service can be aided. 

General Lovell, when he retreated from this city, took with him to 
Camp Moore between 8,000'and 9,000 men. He is‘80 miles away, and 
such is the height of the water that it is nearly impossible to inarch, he 
having gone on the railroad and taken all his rolling stock with him. 
More than one-hall of that army has left him, and perha]>s oiie-tliird has 
^turned to this city, put on citizens’ clothes, and are quiet. 1 Ihink 
General Lovell is doing as well as he can for the present. A deieat 
could hardly disorganize his forces more rapidly. 

I trust my requisitions will be prouq)tIy forwarded, especially for tbod 
and mosquito-nets, which are a prime necessity. 

The city council have endeavored to excite the Frcuich popnlatioii 
here and to act by resolution upon the arrival of the Frencli wai- steaimn* 
Catina as to induce the belief that there was some understanding be¬ 
tween themselves and the French Government. 

I append copy of letter to the council npon that subject, jiiiu kcd L; 
also copy of letter to the French consul as to sitoliations at ivciincr, 
marked M. ’ 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. P. BUTLEJt, 
Major- General, Gommanding. 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department oe the Gulf, 

No. 25. j New Orleans^ May 9, 1862. 

The deplorable state of destitution and hunger of the mechanics and 
working classes in this city has been brought to the knowledge of the 
commanding general. 

He has yielded to every suggestion made by the city government, 
and ordered every method of furnishing food to the i>eople of New Or¬ 
leans that govcrument desired. No relief by those oificials has yet 
been afforded. This hunger does not pinch the wealthy and influential 
leaders of the rebellion, who have gotten up this war and are now en¬ 
deavoring to prosecute it without regard to the starving poor, the work¬ 
ing man, his wife and child. Unmindful of their suffering fellow-citizens 
at home, they have caused or suffered provisions to be carried out of the 
city for Confederate service since the occupation by the United States 
forces. 

Lafayette Square, their home of affluence, was made the depot of 
stores and munitions of war for the rebel armies, and not of provisions 
for their poor neighbors. Striking Iiands with the vile, the gambler, 
the idler, and the ruffian, they ha\'e destroyed the sugar and cotton, 
which might have been exchanged for food for the industrious and good, 
and regrated the price of that which is left by discrediting the very 
currency they had furnished, while they eloped with the specie, as well 
that stolen from the United States as the banks, the property of the 
good people of New Orleans, thus leaving th6m to ruin and starvation. 

Fugitives from justice many of them, and others their associates stay¬ 
ing because too puerile and insignificant to be objects of punishment by 
tlic clement Government of the United States. 

They have betrayed their country; they have been false to every 
trust 5 they have shown thennselves incapable of defending the State 
they had seized upon, although they have forced every poor man’s child 
into their ser\iceas Tor that piirimse, while they made their 

sons and noplicws oflicers. 

Tln‘y cannot protect those wlioin they have ruined, but iiave left them 
to 11it‘ m(‘r('i(‘s and assassinations of a chronic mob. 

'fhey will not liaMl those whom they are starving. 

l\Jos( ly V it lion t i>roi»erty themselves, they have j>lmidered, stolen, and 
deslioN^ dl means of llioso who hud property, leaving children pen¬ 
niless and old ag(‘ ]u»|K‘less. 

Men ol' i.oiilsiana, workimm, ])i'opei*ty-liohlers, merehants, and citizens 
of (he ( f'lili^d Siat<‘s, ol* v>hal(*v(‘r nation you hau‘ had biith, bow long 
Willson n|>hold llnvse llagrant wi-ongs and liy Inact ion >nll‘er yourselves 
to l)t‘ made ( he sei Ik of (hese leadms? 

ddi(‘Lnil(d Sla((‘s ]ia\s(‘n{ laml and iiaxail Ibi’etss liere io iiglit and 
Mil)diu‘ rebellions aiinies in arra^ against lea* aiitlionlN. W(‘ 1‘nid sub- 
stan(iall\ only I'ngllivt' masses, l•una^\a.\ jiroixat.N-biiriKa's, a VvhisLy- 
drinkiiig mob, and slar\ ing eilizeiis, it!i lln^ir viN(‘s and (diildiaai. It 
is onr <liit,\ to <*ali back t he lirst, to punish the seeond, root out the third, 
i'eed and probad th(‘ last. 

Ihnidy only Cor war, we had not pr(‘par(Ml onrseh es (o haal the hungry 
and lelievo tli(‘ ilislressml with iirovisions. Ibil Io th(‘ extent possible 
wathni the jiow er of the eoimnanding giaieral it shall be done. 

!I(i has captured a quaiilily ofbeerand sugar intended forthe rebels 
ill Ihe held. A thousand barrels of thes(‘ store vs wall be distributed 
among the deserving poor of this city, from whom the rebels had iiluu- 
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dered it, even althougli some of tlie food will go to supply the craving 
wants of the wives and children of those now herding at Camp Moore 
and elsewhere in arms against the United States. 

Oapt. John Clark, acting chief commissary of subsistence, will be 
charged with the execution of this order, and will give public notice of 
the place and manner of distribution, which will be arranged, as far as 
possible, so that the unworthy and dissolute will not share its benefits. 

By command of Majoi‘-General Butler: 

GEO. 0. STEONG, 

Assistatit Afljuiant-Oeneral, Chief of Staff. 

General Oeders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

IJiTo. 27. I N'ew Orleans^ May 13,1862. 

. It having come to the knowledge of the commanding general that 
Friday next is proposed to be observed as a day of fasting and prayer, 
in obedience to some supposed proclamation of one Jefferson Davis, in 
the several churches of this city, it is ordered that no such observance 
be had. 

Churches and religious houses are to bo kept open as in time of 
profound peace,but no religious exercises are to be had upon the sup¬ 
posed authority above mentioned. 

By command of Major-General Butler : 

GEO. C. STEONG, 
Aifeistant Adjutant-General. 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. DEPARa’MENT of the Gulp, 

No. 28. ) yeic Orleaiifi^ 2lay 15, 1802. 

As the officers and soldiers of the Unir(*d Htaie'* Inae been siibjecl to 
repeated insults from the women (calling thems(*lv(\s ladies) of New 
Orleans in return for the most scrupulous non-ini eiTei once and courtesy 
on our part, it is ordered that hereaiter when any iVin.ilc shall by word, 
gesture, or movement insult or show contempt for any oni<*(‘ror soldier 
of the United States she shall be regarded and held liable to lx* treated 
as a woman of the town idying her avocation. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. (J STltONG, 

Assistant Adjutant-Gen^ral and Chief of Staff. 

General Orders, ) IIdqrs. Deparu’ment of the Gujji’, 

No. 29. f New Orleans^ May 10, 1802. 

I. It is hereby ordered that neither the city of New OrltMiis nor the 
banks thereof exchange their notes, hills, or obligations for Confe(h‘rate 
notes, bills, or bonds, nor issue any bill, note, or obligation payable^ in 
Confederate notes. 

II. On the 27th day of May instant all circulation of or trad(‘ in 
Confederate notes and bills will cease within this <lepartment.; and ail 
sales or transfers of property made on or after that day in (ionshlera- 
tion of such notes or bills, directly or indirectly, will be void, and the 
property confiscated to the United States, one-four^fc thereof to go to 
the informer. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. 0. STRONG, 

Assistant Adjtitant-Geneml^ Chief of Staff. 
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Headqtjabtebs Department op the Gtjef, 

New Orleans, May 16 , 1862 . 
To tJie Mayor and Gentlemen of the Oity Council of New Orleans: 

In the report of your ofScial action, published in the Bee of the 
16 th instant, I find the following extracted resolution, with the action 
of part of your body thereon, viz: 

The following preamble and resolution, offered by Mr. Stith, were read twice and 
adopted; the rules being suspended^were on motion sent to the assistant board. 

Yeas : Mr. Do Labarre, Forstall, Huckins, Rodin, and Stith— -5. 

Whereas it has come to the knowledge of this council that for the first time in the 
history of this city a large fieet of the navy of France is about to visit New Orleans, of 
which fleet the Catina, now in our port, is the pioneer; this council bearing in grateful 
remembrance the many ties of amity and good feeling which unite the people of this 
city with those of France, to whose paternal protection New Orleans owes its founda¬ 
tion and early prosperity, and to whom it is especially grateful for the jealousy with 
which in the cession of the State it guaranteed all the rights of property, person, and 
religious freedom of its citizens: Be it 

Besolvedj That the freedom and hospitality of the city be tendered, through the 
commander of the Gatina, to the French naval fieet during its sojourn in our port; and 
that a committee of five of this council be appointed, together with the mayor, to 
make such tender and such other arrangements as may be necessary to give efect to 
the same. 

Messrs. Stith and ForstaU were appointed on the committee mentioned in the fore¬ 
going resolution. 

This action is an insult as well to the United States as to the Mendly, 
liowerful, and progressive nation toward whose officers it is directed. 
The offer of the freedom of a captured city by the captives would merit 
letters-patent for its novelty weie there not doiibts of its usefulness as 
an invention. The tender of its hospitalities by a government to which 
police duties and sanitary regulations only are intrusted is simply an in¬ 
vitation to the calaboose or the hospital. The United States authorities 
are the only ones here capable of dealing with amicable or unamicable 
nations, and will see to it that such acts of courtesy or assistance areex- 
Uauled to any armed vessel of the Emperor of France as shall testify 
t h(‘ nat lonal, 1 raditional, and hereditary feelings of grateful I'cmembrance 
withwlii(‘!i the United States Gotwnment and people appreciate the 
eaily <:id of France and her many acts of friendly regard shown iipon 
so inan.v national and fitting occasions. 

The a(*tioii of the city council in this behalf must be reversed. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 

[Inclosnre M J 

IIeADQUARTEES DEPARTjMENT of the Gitlf, 

New Orleans,, May IG, 1862. 

Sir : Your communication, covering those from sundry i)erson8 claim¬ 
ing to have been injured in their property by the disorderly acts of 
United States soldiers, has been received. 

My notice had been brought to the same subject-matter. 

As soon as the soldiers return by whom it is alleged the wrong was 
done the matter will be completely investigated and prompt justice 
administered. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General,, Commanding, 


M. Me JAN, Consul de France, 
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Poet Saint Philip, La., May IG, 18G2. 

Lieut. G-. Weitzel, 

If. 8. Engineers, Chief Engineer Eeparfment of the Gulf: 

Sib : In compliance witli your orders, dated April 30 and May 13,1 
reported to Col. E. F. Jones, Twenty-sixtL Eegiment Massachusetts 
Yolnnteers, at Fort Jackson, May G, and have examined the condition 
of the two forts here, made a list of their ordnance, and given him such 
assistance in starting repairs as I was able. He will need further in¬ 
structions from you, as I will explain to you when I see you. 

I have the honor to inclose herewith a list of the ordnance of the two 
forts here, a rough sketch of Fort Jackson, giving the positions of its 
guns, and also a copy of a letter to Colonel Jones, accompanying a copy 
of this sketch, 

Eespectfully submitted. 

JOHIir C. PALFREY, 

First Lieutenant, United States Engineers. 

[Inclosnro Ko. 1.] 

Forts Jackson and Saint Philip, 

Forts passed morning of the 24th of April, 18G2. 

Bombardment commenced on the 38th of April, 1862. 

Forts suriendered on the 28th of April, 1802. 

Porter says 1,800 shells fell in Fort Jackson. Eleven rebel boats de¬ 
stroyed; there Tvere eighteen. 

‘ Vessels in right column, first division, Cayuga, Mississippi, Pensa¬ 
cola, Oneida, Varuna, Katahdin, Kineo, Wissaliickon; vessels in left 
column, second division, Hartford, Brooklyn, Eichmond, Itasca, Wi¬ 
nona, Kennebec; third division, JSciota, Iroquois, Panola; 17 vessels; 
Sable Island, 12 miles distant from Fort Saint Pliili]), 6 vessels; total, 
23 vessels. 

Miami went within 4.j miles of MameFs Canal. 

Garrison mutinied night of the 27tli; 250 of them. 

Total loss on 9 vessels, 30 killed, 119 wounded. 

Mortar-flotilla steamers were Harriet Lane, W(‘stfl(‘ld, Owasco, Clif¬ 
ton, Miami, and sloop-oLwar Portsmouth. (3ne Ijour and (dev<‘n min¬ 
utes. Flotilla lost 1 man killed and G wounded. 

FORT SAINT PHILIP. 


Barbette: 

lO'ineb columbiads. 

8-iucb columbiads. 

7- iiicb 1 ifle (10S-i)Ouiider). 1 

8- incb mortars. o 

4*2-po Linders. 0 

32-pounders. 15 

24-pouuders. H 

7f-incb howitzer. 1 

Total en harhette . 41 

In casemate: 

24-pounder howitzers (flank).10 

24-pounder oiins.[.14 

Totabin casemate. 2*1 

One C-pounder gun and one 12-pounder howitzer were in the fort.. 2 
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In outer battery were two 32-pounders, rifled; one 10-incb columbiad 
(0. S. A.); two 8-incb columbiads, and one lO-inch sea mortar; total, 
six. Total at Fort Jackson, seventy-three. 


8-incli columbiads, 2+l-|-l =. 4 

24-pourLder. 1 

8-incb single mortar. 1 

10-inob siege mortar. 1 

Total. 7 

On parade: 

6- poiinder field gun. 1 

IS-ponnder howitzer. 1 

24-ponnder howitzer. 1 

Total. 3 

In upper battery: 

24-pounders. 16 

In lower battery: 

42-pounders. 6 

32-poimders. 9 

24-pounders. 4 

7- mcb rifled gun (108-pounder). 1 

8- inch columbiad.1. 1 


21 

Total in Fort Saint Philip and new, fifty-one guns. 

Tliere were four lO-inch sea-coast mortars in a field work below and 
northeast of the lower battery. 

FORT JACKSON. 

In the following account of the condition in which the casemates were 
found the casemates are designated as in the accompanying plan. 

The first number gives the number of guns in tlie casemate; the sec¬ 
ond its caliber; the letter G sliows that the piece was in good service¬ 
able condition ; llie next number the depth in inches of water in the case- 
niat(‘; the next letter G that tlie piers were sound, and next comes an 
eiiuitK'ration of the cra(*ks in the masonry, and finally of the shell-holes: 

Oaseimate 1—I. 

0-0-0; 0 iiudi; G; no cracks; one shell-hole near crown, about 2 
fe(‘t ill diani(‘t(‘r iin<l 8 inches deex), from iiitrados up. 

Casemate 1—TI. 

1; 21 i)oHii<h‘r liowilzer ; (i; 4. inchi's ; (t; no cracks; one shell-liole 
near crow n, 8 inches by d inches hy S inches deep. 


1—III. 


Apparently uniiijiired. 


1—lY. 


IMaiii entrance; thre(‘ shell-holes, each about 3 feet diameter and 1 
foot deep ; 2 inches water overflow, 
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1—V. 

Magazine; rminjured and in good condition; dry. 


1—YI. 

0-00; 2 inclij G-; no cracks; one shell-mark, starting bricks in from 
arch over, about 2 feet by 4 feet. 


1—yn. 


1; 24-ponnder howitzer; G-; 2 inches; G; one crack from embrasure 
to ventilator, one opposite through rear wall; bricks started a little by 
shell over recess arch opposite the entrance into this gun-room. 

3—L 

0-0-0; 3 inch; G; no cracks; no shell-holes. 

3—n. 

1; 24-pounder howitzer; G; Ifoot; G; one crack through embrasure 
and ventilator; no shell-hole. 


3—m. 

1; 24-pounder; G; 2 inches; G; one crack parallel to scarp across 
main arch and through the crowns of the two communication arches, 
and a second similar one parallel to first and about G feet in rear of it, 
through springing lines of communication arches; two shell-holes—one 
4 feet by 3 feet by 16 inches deep, and one 4 feet by 1 foot by 4 inches 
deep. 

3—lY. 

1; 24-pouDder; G; 1 inch; G; same cracks continue, one-half inch 
wide; no shell-holes. 

3—Y. 

1; 24-pounder; G; one inch; G; cracks as above; no shell-holes. 

3—YI. 

1; 24-pounder; G; 0 inches; G; cracks as above; one shell-mark 
4 feet diameter and bricks still adhering. 

3—YII. 


1; 24-pounder; G; 0 inches; G; cracks as above; no shell-holes. 
This gun and all casemate guns from here are mounted on wooden 
chassis and cast-iron carriages. 


3—YIII. 


1; 24-pouiKler; G; 1 inch; G; cracks as above; two shell-holes— 
one 3 feet diameter and bricks still in; one 3 leet by 4 feet by 4 inches 
deep. 
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3—IX. 

1; 24-pounder; G-; linch; G; cracks as above; no sheU-boles. 

3—X. 

1; 24-pouiider; G; 0 inches; G; no cracks; no shell-holes. 

3—XI. 

0-0-0; 2 inch; G; no cracks; no shell-holes. 

3—xn. 

1; 24-pounder howitzer; G; 3 inches; G; two cracks through em ¬ 
brasure and ventilator; three shell-holes, all through arch, with about 
4 feet diameter on intrados and 16 inches diameter on eitrados; one 
4 feet by 4 feet through rear wall of casemate. 

5—L 

0-0-0; 2 inch; G; no cracks; no shell-holes. 

5—II. 

I; 24-pouuder howitzer; G; 2 inches; G; one crack all along crown, 
one at left springing line and one midway between these two, all about 
one-half inch wide; one shell-hole 5 feet by 3 feet by 12 inches, about. 

5—III. 

0-0-0; 0 inches; G; one crack parallel to scarp across main arch and 
through crowns of communication arches, and about one-fourth inch 
^ ide; no sliell holes. 

5—lY. 

I; 24-poundcr; G; 0 inches; G ; one crack os above, but varying from 
one foiirtli inch to 3[ inches AAide ; also a second crack 6 feet in rear of 
Hist, ono-fourtii inch wide; no shell-holes. 

a—Y. 

1; 24 pounder; G; 0 inches ; G; cracks as above, and all one-fourth 
inch wade; no shell-holes. 

5—YI. 

1; 24-poiiuder; G; 1 inch ; G; cracks as above; ]io shell-holes. 

5—YII. 

1; 24-pounder; G; 1 inch; G; first c^^ack as above; second crack 
closed; bricks staihd b> slu*!)- in tuo places, viz, oncrowji 4 feet by 2 
feet, and on groin 4 Icet b;y 1 ioat ])y 1 inches deep. 
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6—VIII. 


1; 24-pounder; G; 0 inches; G; first crack as above 5 no shell-holes. 

1 

5—IX. 

1; 24-pouTider 5 G 5 0 inches 5 G; first crack as above; bricks started 
by shell in one place near crown 1 foot by 1 foot. 


5—X. 

0 - 0-0 j 0 inches 5 G: no cracks; one shell-hole near springing line 2 
feet by 3 feet and shored up; it no doubt is through the arch. 

5—XL 

0-0-0; 3 inch; one oblique crack through arch and pier from crown 
to floor on one side one-fourth inch wide; two shell-holes—one 4 feet by 
2 feet by 8 inches, and one 3 feet in diameter and bricks still adhering. 

5—XII. 

1; 24-pounder howitzer; G; 3 inches; G; no cracks; no shell-holes. 

7—1. 

0 - 0 - 0 ; 3 inch j G; no cracks; one shell-hole at springing lino 4 feet 
diameter and 4 inches deep. 


7—11. 


1; 24-pounder howitzer; G; 4 feet; G; two cracks through ein])ra- 
sure and veutilator fchree-iburths inch wide; no shell-holes. 

7—111. 

0-0 0 ; 0 inches; 0 ; no cracks; one shell-hole 2 feet diameter and 
8 inches deep near crown. 


7—IV. 


0-0-0; 15 inch; G; one (*ia(*k along crown (or 10 n»r(‘e slndl- 

holes—1 feet by 3 feet, 1 feel by 3 feet, and 3 feel b,\ 3 le(‘t-—e<u*li all 
through the arch. 


7—V. 


1; 24-pounder howitzer; G; 4 inches; G; one cr.iek tln<)Ui*lM'mbi 
sure and ventilator; one slioll-hole 3 feet by 3 feet and through tlie 
arch. Retaining wall on parade at 8 is kuocked down. 


9—1. 

0-0-0; 4 inch; G; no cracks; two shell-holes—one 2 feet by 2 feet 
by 6 inches and one 2 feet diameter and "bricks still adhering. 
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9—IL 

I 5 24-pounder howitzer^ G-j 3 inches; G; no cracks; no shell-holes. 

9—m. 

0-0-0; 5 inch; G; no cracks; no shdl-holes. 

9—lY. 

1 ; 24-pounder howitzer; G; 2 inches; G; one crack through em¬ 
brasure and ventilator and one opposite through rear of casemate ; 
one shell-hole through crown of arch about 3 feet by 4 feet and nearly 
over howitzer. 

Eetaining wall on parade at 10 is knocked down. In the fort are one 
6 -pounder field gun and one 12 -pounder field howitzer. 

In the battery east of the fort are five guns, one circle, and one mor¬ 
tar, in the following order, running from the fort eastward: Two 
32-pounders, rifled; one 10-inch columbiad (C. S. A.); one 8 -inch co- 
. lumbiad; one columbiad circle; one 8 -inch columbiad in angle; one 
10 -inch sea-coast mortar. 

The shell-holes have been so filled in with sand bags and earth that 
it is impossible to tell accurately how many shell fell inside the fort. 
Those which struck the thin (20-inch) wall of the citadel went through; 
four or five struck the lower wall (4 feet), and made the usual hole of 
some 18 inches deep. The masonry of the plank casemates was not 
covered by earth. A blind casemate on I, not known to exist, was 
opened by a shell. The ramps are in good condition. The shot fur¬ 
naces, except the one in the northwest covered way, are destroyed. 
The gun casemates shake badly on the discharge of the barbette guns. 
The joints of the pieces show that the scarp ends have settled. I do 
not know whether the cracks in the arches parallel to the scarp noted 
above existed before the bombardment or not. If not, the wStrain caused 
by the settling probably did, and the vibration of the disdiarges opened 
them. I think this mischief was increased by the explosion of shells 
in the ditch under the foundations. The effect of the shells of the ma¬ 
sonry seems to be confined to the vicinity of the impact. A traverse 
was ])at up at the right end of 3, and the second and eighth guns in 
baibette on this face were dismounted; also one on 9; and an 8 -inch 
siege howitzer in the northwest covered way. The second gun on 5 in 
])aibette was a 7-inch rifled gun, with a jacket around the breech like 
Parrott’s, and throwing a 108-ponnd shell. It is similar to a broken 
iiiin m Ibe lower battery of Fort Saint Philip. Its carriage was soim* 
tbbig like oiir columhiad carriages, hut with a peculiar elevating a])pa- 
AnolluT platrorm, idently lor a similar gun, was constructed 
i|ssid(‘. 

of the IhinK s and some of tUo baibotte guns lelt 

loaded vdh sbo]! fuse end iu. WbeMiei this iros(‘ troni accident oi 
design, it must liuw:! beoo ad»antageous ^0 oui side. The more the 
tort is examined the more the conviction grows that it was not desper¬ 
ately or even faithfully defended, and that its present efficiency is con- 
j-iderable. 

Pespoctfully submitted. 

JOHN 0. PALFEEY, 

Fnst TJenie)}ani^ United airs Enqiveers, 
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Fort Saint Philip, 

This fort sustained the following damage before its surrender: 

In the western battery two guns dismounted, one of them being 
broken by a round shot. On covered way opposite face 8 a 13-inch 
mortar broke its own carriage and was dismounted. 

In eastern or lower battery a 7-inch rided gun burst or was broken. 
In two places the retaining wall of the exterior slope was damaged by 
shells; also there are several holes made by shells in the parade terre- 
pleins and parapets. 

The fort is as efficient as before the attack. Its armament is as fol¬ 
lows, viz: On face 8 , running from 7, are two S-inch columbiads, one 
columbiad platform without rails, one 8 -inch columbiad, one columbiad, 
one columbiad platform complete. 

On salient 15-16 is one 24-pounder. On covered-way dice 10 are one 
8 -inch and one 10 inch siege mortar on beds and platforms all in good 
condition. On covered-way face 8 is one 13-inch sea-coast mortar with 
broken carriage and good platform. This is iron. 

In the upper battery, starting at the fort and running west along the 
river face, are one circle, eight 24-pounder guns; one circle, two 24-pound¬ 
ers } one circle, three 24-pounders; one circle (with its carriage broken 
by shot), one 24-pounder; one circle, one 24-pounder; one circle (gun 
broken by ball and carriage gone) (in angle), one 24-pounder; (on end 
running northwest three circles; (on return running northeast) three 
circles; making sixteen 24-pounders and provision for twelve more. 

In the lower battery, running northeast from fort, are five circles, nine 
32-pounders, six 42-pounders, one 7-inch rifled gun (broken) (in angle), 
one 8 -inch columbiad (on end); one circle, two 24-pounders (in angle); 
one circle (onreturn), two 24-pounders; making one broken gun, twenty 
guns, and provision for seven more. 

In another batfery still farther northeast are four heavy 10-inch mor¬ 
tars in good order, with a shelter by them. 

The broken rifle gun in the northeast battery no doubt burst. It is an 
old 42-pounder gun with a jacket shrunk on. Its marks are U. S., W. 
P. F., 1837, No. 56. 

The I08-])ounder rifle at Fort Jackson has a similar jacket, but a 
jdain tapering reinforce and chase, without chase-ring or swell of 
muzzle. 

Eespectfullv submitted. 

JOBN ('. l^ALFKEY, 

Firtft limited Stati'i et s. 

In this fort were one 6-poumhT giui and (Uie l‘J iM«iipuei md 
24-pounder field howitzer. 


Foht Sain'’’ Philip, J-a., j\Lui 14, 1862. 

Ool. E. F. Jones, 

Twenty-si.vth Regme7if Masmchiisettfi VoJnnt(erfi^ Comdg.: 

(loLONEL: In compliance with your oideis 1 have examined Foi t 
riacksoii wiili a view lo iis efficieimy for defense, and h.ive tlu' honor fo 
tj’nnsmit horewitli a rough sk^l^b of the v^ork, giving th*^ state of 
armamcul alter its surrender. 
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A similar drawing will be sent to Lieut. G-. Weitzel, chief engineer, 
Department of the Gulf, and it is hoped the copy in your hands will 
prove useful for reference when further instructions are sent you. The 
guns are arranged to resist an attack coming up the river. To secure 
the fort against an attack in the opposite direction their positions will 
have to be changed. 

When their new arrangement has been approved by Lieutenant 
Weitzel a drawing of it will probably be sent to you. This work of 
mounting, dismounting, and moving guns belongs to the Ordnance 
Department of the Army, and should be superintended by one of its 
officers in person. If, however, the exigencies of the service should 
throw this duty on your regiment, you will find detailed instructions 
for the maneuvers in the heavy artillery, and the necessary gins, sling- 
carts, and pulleys are in the fort. If new gun circles have to be set, 
they should be superintended by an engineer officer or else detailed 
instructions about them sent to you. l^ot much need be added to the 
directions already given you by General Butler. All posterns and sally¬ 
ports should have their gates hung and be furnished with bolts or 
braces in perfect order for instant use, and when there are bridges in 
front draws lifting with ordinary ease should be provided. Koxt to 
this, all walls retaining earth should be built up with the original 
material, carefully bonded into the remaining work, and after the ma¬ 
sonry has properly set clean earth should be rammed hard and compact 
behind it and the surface planted with grass seed and watered till a 
strong growth is obtained. While the carpenters and masons are en¬ 
gaged on this work the laborers should collect and burn the rubbish 
inside the fort. Much of this might be burned without the delay of 
moving it outside of the fort. All the lumber should be piled outside 
the fort, so as to be protected from the sun and not compromise the 
safety of the fort. 

Everything combustible should be moved outside of t lie fori, and iiol Ii- 
ing else of that nature, buildings, quarters, or anything <^Is(s allowed 
inside. Probably no method better than the present can bo found to 
lower the water in the fort till the steam-puinp aiTiv<‘s. In tlj<‘ imsin 
time care should be taken that no fdth or refusti is thrown into tin* 
water, and lime should occasionally be thrown into tlic piuldU^s. 
^lasemates should be kept as empty as possible. ypoil(‘(l ])io\ i.>,i<)ns 
might be moved out of the fort, even when they would lx* (*xpoM‘d to 
the weather. The magazine which is oi)en is in good condition. Tin* 
other should be opened, and all the ammunition jmssibh*. should be with 
drawn from the casemates and put into these. Where the arclies have 
been broken by shells elaborate repairs will be Tiee(le<l, for wliicli d(‘ 
tailed instructions will be necessary. 

The scarp and piers are still in good condilion, and the injury to lla* 
arches seems to be mostly confined to the vicinity of tin* poinl of'iinpac^. 
In many cases the extrados or outside of the briek andi has j)ro}>:ibl., 
been injured when there is no corresponding mark on the intrndos oi 
inside. 

To enable the repairs to be thorough, thereinre, ihe sUiking point 
of every shell on the surfaces, indicated by a depression, hole, lln^ 
absence of grass, or the presence of sand bags, should be car<‘l*ully 
marked by a firmly-driven stake, or some othei’ sufficient and [)(*rin;l 
nent sign. 

Finally, at such times as tin* other woi*k allows the walls of the citadel 
should be ihi'own down and tliogood bricks cleaned, piled, and kept for 
repairs, and the rest used for making a good road to the binding and 
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repairing the levee around the fort and distributed elsewhere in a man¬ 
ner to afford no facility of approach to an enemy. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN 0. PALFREY^ 

First Ideutmiant, United States JEJngine&r* 


Genebau Orders, > Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

No. 30. J New Orleans^ May 19,1862. 

It is represented to the commanding general that great distress, pri¬ 
vation, suffering, hunger, and even starvation, have been brought upon 
the people of New Orleans and vicinage by the course taken by the 
banks and dealers of currency. 

He has been urged to take measures to provide as far as may be for 
the relief of the citizens, so that the loss may fall in part at least on 
those who have caused and ought to bear it. The general sees with re¬ 
gret that the banks and bankers causelessly suspended specie pay¬ 
ments in September last, in contravention of the laws of the State and 
of the TJniied States. Having done so, they introduced Confederate 
notes as currency, which they bought at a discount in place of their 
own bills, receiving them on deposit, paying them out for their dis¬ 
counts, and collecting their customers’ notes and drafts as theirs in mon¬ 
ey, sometimes even against their will, thus giving these notes credit 
and a wide general circulation, so that they were substituted in the 
hands of the middle-men, the poor, and unwary as currency, in place 
of that provided by the Constitution and laws of the country or of 
any valuable equivalent." 

The banks and bankers now endeavor to take advantage of the re¬ 
establishment of the authority of the United States here to throw the 
depreciation and loss from this worthless stuff of their own creation 
and fostering upon their creditors, depositors, and bill-holders. They 
refuse to receive these bills, while they pay them over their counters. 
They require their depositors to take them. They change the obliga-** 
tion of contracts by stamping their bills ‘^Redeemable in Confederate 
notes.” They have invested the savings of labor and the pittance of the 
widow in this jjaper. They sent away or hid their specie so that the 
people could have nothing but these notes—which they now depreciate— 
with which to buy bread. 

All other pro[>Vrty has become nearly valueless from the calamities 
of this iniquitous and unjust war, begun by rebellious guns turned on the 
Hag of our prosperous and happy country ffoating over Fort Sumter. 
Saved from the geueial ruin by this system of financiering, bank stocks 
alone are now selling at great premiums in the market, while the stock¬ 
holders have received large dividends. 

To equalize as far as may be this general loss, to have it fall at least 
in part where it ought to lie", to enable the peoi>le of this city and vicinage 
to have a currency which shall at least be a semblance to that which 
the wisdom of the Oonsntution provides for all citizens of the United 
States, it is therefore ordered— 

I. That the several incorporated banks ])ay out no more Confederate 
notes to their depositors or creditors, but that all deposits be paid in 
the bills of the bank, United'States Treasury notes, gold, or silver. 

II. That all private bankers receiving deposit'> pay out to their de¬ 
positors only the current bills of city banks or United States Treasury 
notes, gold, or silver. 



438 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TElX., N. MEX. [Ohap. XXvlt 

ni. That the savings banks pay to their depositors or creditors only 
gold, silver, or United States Treasury notes, current bills of city banks, 
or their own bills to an amount not exceeding one-third of their de¬ 
posits, and of denominations not less than one dollar, which they are 
authorized to issue, and for the redemption of which their assets shall 
be held liable. 

IV. The incorporated banks are authorized to issue bills of a less 
denomination than five dollars, but not less than one dollar, anything 
in their charters to the contrary notwithstanding, and are authorized 
to receive Confederate notes for any of their bills until the 27th day of 
May instant. 

V. That all persons and firms having issued small notes or shin- 
plasters,” so called, are required to redeem them on presentation at 
their places of business, between the hours of 9 a. m. to 3 p. m., either 
in gold, silver, United States Treasury notes, or current bills of city 
banks, under penalty of confiscation of their property and sale thereof 
for the purpose of redemption of the notes so issued or imprisonment 
for a term of hard labor. 

VI. Private bankers may issue notes of denominations not less than 
one nor more than ten dollars to two-thirds of the amount of specie 
which they show to a commissioner, appointed from these headquarters, 
in their vaults, and actuallj’- kept there for the purpose of redemption 
of such notes. 

By order of Major-General Butler : 

GEO. 0. STKOl^G, 
Assistant Adjutant^ General.. 


Headqtjarteks Department of the Gulp, 

May 22, 18(>2. 

W. li^EWTON Merger, Esq,, 

President pro tempore Panic of Louisiana : 

• Sir : I have received your communication of the directors of the 
Bank of Louisiana, covering their unanimous action. 

To their request that I would apimint a commission to examine IIk' 
affairs of the bank 1 cannot accede. With th(i inisnianagenK^nt, on I 
contrary, of the bank I liave nothing to do, except so iar as eitlier 
affects the interests of the United States. 

The assigned reason for the call for this examination, that the in¬ 
tegrity and good faith of the directors have been im])ugn(‘d,” will not 
move me, if you refer to General Orders, 30, which sp(*aks of a<*ls 
and facts, not motives. Your note says that the directors own hut on(‘ 
tenth of the capital stock of the bank. Without consulting tin* o\vin‘i's 
of the other nine-tenths, nearly three millions of dollars, this on(‘-(cnth 
took this immense wealth from its legal place of deposit, Il.> ing o\ er t he 
country in company with fugitive property-burners, among th<‘ ma.ss(*s 
of a disorganized, retreating, and starving army, whence it is mon^ (han 
likely never to return again. The time it would take to make an in ves 
tigation which would show the good management, to say nothing of 
the purity of motive of such a transaction, cannot be spared by any 
officer of my command. JEJee uno disce omnes. 

The directors of the Bank of Louisiana have all seen Goiu'ral Orders, 
No. 30, and have acted upon it as a corjioratiou, so your note shows. 
They will now advise themselves whether th(^y will act in accordance 
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with its requirement upon the corporate and individual peril, and in¬ 
form me within six hours after the receipt of this of their determination. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEINJ. F. BUTLEE. 


Special Orders, > Hdqes. Department op the Gulp, 

No. 42. ) ]jfeu3 Orleans^ May 24:^ 1862. 

The New Orleans Estafette du Sud newspaper, having published 
an article on the 21st instant which violates the terms of the proclama¬ 
tion of 1st of May from these headquarters, said paper is hereby sup¬ 
pressed. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. 0. STEONG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ May 25,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: In matters pertaining to the conduct of affairs in my own de¬ 
partment which affect that alone I will trouble you for instructions as 
little as possible, but in those which affect the administrative policy of 
the country I beg leave to refer to the head of the War Department 
for advice and direction. The question now pressing me is the state 
of negro property here and the condition of the negroes as men. It has 
a gravity as regards both white and black appalling as the mind follows 
out the logical necessities of different lines of action. Ethnological in 
its proportions and demands for investigation, it requires active admin¬ 
istrative operations immediately upon the individual in his daily life, 
his social, political, and religious status as a human being, while some 
of the larger deductions of political economy are to be at once worked 
out by any given course of conduct. It cannot be solved therefore 
without thouglit or discussion by a phrase or a paragraph. The ques¬ 
tion now comes to me in a different form from that in which it has pre¬ 
sented itself to any other military commander. 

At Fortress Monroe during the last summer I found the negro de¬ 
serted by his master or having been forced by him into the fortifica¬ 
tion as the builder and thus made to aid in the rebellion. Tlio lights 
of property under that condition of things could be easily settled. Tlie 
man was to bo treated as a human being wrecked upon a civilized const, 
all his social ties and means of living gone, to be cared for becaiihe he 
was a man. My action thereupon is well known and was approved by 
the Government. 

At Port Eoyal the same condition of things subsiautiali> obtained 
and I suxipose will be dealt with in like maimer. Here, however, an 
entirely different state of the question is disclosed. 

The general commanding finds himself in posses.slon of a tract of 
country larger than some States of the Union. This has submitted to 
the Govenimeut of the United States; a counnnnit> with whom by 
proclamation the President is about opening coiuinereial lelatioiis 
with all the world except for that which is contraband of var; lich in 
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fertUe lands; in it a city of the first class, wherein its inhabitants by 
a large majority are attending to their usual avocations and endeavor¬ 
ing in good faith to live quietly under the laws of the Union, and who- 
ever does not do so is speedily punished and his compeers thereby 
admonished. 

To this city and vicinage has been pledged the governmental pro¬ 
tection and inviolability of the rights of property under the laws of the 
United States so long as these conditions of peace and (piiet shall be 
preserved, and that pledge has been accepted by the good, loyal, and 
peaceful, and the power of the Union is respected by the wicked, so that 
they have become peaceful, if not loyal. It is found that a large portion 
of property held here is in slaves. They till the soil, raise the sugai’, 
corn, and cotton, load and unload the ships^ they perform every domestic 
office, and are permeated through every branch of industry and peaceful 
calling. 

In a large degree the owners of the soil, planters, farmers, mechanics, 
and small traders have been passive rather than active in the rebellion. 
All that had real property at stake have been the led rather than the 
leaders in this outbreak against law and order. In the destruction of 
cotton and sugar even, which has been so largely effected, the owners 
and producers have not been the destroyers, but in many cases the re- 
sistapts of destruction. 

There is still another class. Those actively in arms and those who 
for motives of gain or worse have aided the rebellion in their several 
spheres. 

The property of these I am hunting out and holding for confiscation 
under the laws. There is in most cases no military necessity for its 
immediate confiscation. Such act, if done, would in many instances 
work injustice to the honafide loyal creditor, whose interest the Gov¬ 
ernment will doubtless consider. I am only conliscating in fact in 
cases where there is a breach of a positive order, for the purpose of pun¬ 
ishment and example. In all these cases I have no hesitation as to the 
kinds of property or rights of property which shall be confiscated, and 
make no distinctions, save that where tliat property consists in the 
services of slaves I shall not sell it until so ordered. 

Now, many negroes (slaves) have come within my lines. Many have 
sought to be kept, fed, and to live in the quarters with my in) 0 ])s. 
Loyal and disloyal masters have lost them alike. I have caused as 
many to be employed as I have use for. I have directed all not (em¬ 
ployed to be sent out of my lines, leaving them subject to the ordinary 
laws of the community in that behalf. 

I annex all orders and communications to ray officers upon this mat¬ 
ter up to the date of the transmisvsion of this (Us])atcli. 

Now, what am I to do? Unless all personal ])roi)erty of all relxels is 
to be confiscated (of the policy of which a military enminamher lias no 
right to an opinion) it is manifestly unjust to make a virtiml conliscn- 
tion of this particular species of property. Indeed it nmk<‘s an indiml 
confiscation of all property, both inal and personal, of tln‘ planPa- if w<‘ 
take away or allow to run away his negroes as his cro]) is just growing, 
it being impossible to supidy the labor necessary to preserve it. Again, 
if a portion of these slaves only are to be taken within my lines, and iC 
to be so taken is a benefit to them, it is unjust to those that are not 
taken. Those that come early to ns are by no means the best i»ien 
and women. With them, as with the whites, it is the worse class that, 
rebel against and evade the laws that govern them. The vicious and 
unthrifty have felt jmuisliinent of their masters as a rule, the exception 
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being where the (Tuel master abuses the industrious and well-behaved 
- slave, and the first to come are those that feel particular grievances. 

It is a physical impossibility to take all. I cannot feed the white 
men within my lines. Women and children are actually starving in 
spite of all that I can do. Ay, and they too without fault on their 
part. What would be the state of things if* I allowed all the slaves 
from the plantations to quit their employment and come within the 
lines is not to be conceived by the imagination. 

Am I then to take of these blacks only the adventurers, the shiftless, 
and wicked, to the exclusion of the good and quiet ? If coming within 
our lines is equivalent to freedom, and liberty is a boon, is it to be 
obtained only by the first that apply? 

I had written thus far when by the Ocean Queen I received a copy 
of an order of Major-General Hunter upon this subject in the Depart¬ 
ment of the South. Whether I assent or dissent from the course of 
action therein taken it is not my province to criticise it. 

I desire, however, to call attention to the grounds upon which it 
seems to be based and to examine how far they may be applicable here. 

The military necessity does not exist here for the employment of ne¬ 
groes in arms, in order that we may have an acclimated force. If the 
W^ar Department desires, and will permit, I can have 5,000 able-bodied 
w'hite citizens enlisted within 60 days, all of whom have lived here 
many years, and many of them drilled soldiers, to be commanded by 
iutelligent loyal officers. Besides, I hope and beheve that this war wiil 
be ended before any body of negroes could be organized, armed, and 
drilled so as to be efficient. 

The negro here, by long habit and training, has acquired a great 
horror of fire-arms, sometimes ludicrous in the extreme when the weapon 
is in his own hand. I am inclined to the opinion that John Brown was 
right in his idea of arming the negro with a pike or spear instead of a 
nmsket, if they are to be armed at all. Of this I say nothing, because 
a measure of governmental policy is not to be discussed in the dispatch 
of a subordinate military officer. 

in this connection it might not be inopportune to call to mind the 
fact that a main cause of the failure of the British in their attack on 
]N'e\v Orleans was the employment of a regiment of blacks brought with 
them from the West Indies. This regiment was charged with the duty 
of carrying the facines with wffiich the ditch in front of Jackson’s line 
was to be filled up and the ladders for scaling the embankment. 
When the attacking column reached the i)oiiit of assault the facines 
and ladders were not there. Upon looking around for them it was found 
that their black guardians had very prudently laid themselves down 
upon the plain in the rear and protected their heads from the whistling 
shot with the facines which should have been to the front iu a difierent 
sense. 

1 am further inclined to believe that the idea that our men here can¬ 
not stand the climate, and therefore the negroes must be freed and 
armed as an acclimated force, admits of serious debate. 

My command has been either here or on the way here from Ship 
Island since the 1st of IMay; some of them on shipboard in the river 
since the 17th of April. All the deaths iu the general hospital in this 
city since w^e have been here are only 13 from all causes, 2 of these 
being accidental, as will appear from Surgeon Smith’s report, herewith 
submitted. From diseases at all peculiar to the climate I do not believe 
Ave have lost iu the last thirty days one-fifth of one per cent, in the 
w^hole command; taking into the account also the infirm and debili- 
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tated, who ought never to have passed the surgeou’s examination and 
come here. 

Certain it is, if we admit the proposition that white men cannot be 
soldiers in this climate, we go very far toward asserting the dogma that 
white men cannot labor here, and therefore establish the necessity for 
exclusively black labor, which has ever been the corner-stone of African 
slavery. 

We have heard much in the newspapers of the free-negro corps of 
this city organized for the defense of the South. From this a very 
erroneous idea may have been derived. The officers of that company 
called upon me the other day upon the question of the continuance of 
their organization and to learn what disposition they would be re¬ 
quired to make o:^ arms 5 and in color, nay, also in conduct, they 
had much more the appearance of white gentlemen than some of those 
who have favored me with their presence claiming to be the ^‘chivalry 
of-the South.” 

I have satisfied myself, if I have failed to satisfy the Department, 
that no military necessity exists to change the policy of the Govern¬ 
ment in this respect within my command. 

I have given hurriedly amidst the press of other cares some of the 
considerations that seem to me to bear upon the question. I only add 
as a fact that those well-disposed to the Union here represent that the 
supposed policy of the Government, as indicated by General Hunter’s 
order, is used by our enemies to paralyze all the efforts to co-operate 
with us. 

Beared in the full belief that slavery is a curse to a nation, which my 
further acquaintance with it only deepens and widens, from its baleful 
effects upon the master, because as under it he cannot lift the negro 
up in the scale of humanity therefore the negro drags him down, I 
have no fear that my views will be anywhere misunderstood. I only 
accept the fact of its present existence, the “tares among the wheat,” 
and have asked the direction of the Department, “lest while I gather 
up the tares I root up also the wheat with them,” or shall 1 “let both 
grow together till the harvest P’ 

Eespectfully, &c., 


BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


[Inclosures.] 

Headquabters Department of ^riiE Gulp, 

New Orleam^ Mail P, 18(12. 

General Phelps: 

Mr. J. B. G. Arinand says that a boy by name oi* li-win Pardon, whose 
services lie claims, has come within your lines. 'J'Ik* course which I 
have adopted in such cases is this: If 1 liave any use lor tb(i services 
of such a hoy I employ him without any scriiplJi; if I have not L do 
not harbor him, as niy subsistence would by no means serve for so niauy 
extra men that I do not need. If you have any use for him us<‘ him; it 
not, is he not like any other vagrant about the camp. 

Eespectfully, 

BEISTJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 
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Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

ISeic Orleans^ May 10, 1862. 

General Phelps: 

I commend to you the bearers of this note, Peter Saure and P. Soniat, 
gentlemen and planters of Jefferson, just above your lines. They will 
make the statement of facts to you which they have made to me, and 
which from their characters I am bound to believe. You will see the 
need of giving them every aid in your power to save and protect the 
levee, even to returning their own negroes and adding others if need 
be to their forces. 

This is outside of the question of returning negroes. You should 
send your soldiers, let alone allowing the men who are protecting us 
all from the Mississippi to have their workmen who are accustomed to 
this service. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. P. BUTLER, 
Major-Oemral^ Commanding. 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

ITew Orleans^ May 21, 1862. 

Brigadier-General Phelps, 

Commanding Gamp Farapet: 

General : Your provost-marshal did not report to me. He is sup¬ 
posed to have come down to JSTew Orleans, as I found on my table a list 
of 17 negroes, unsigned, uncertified to, and unknown. While I was 
attending to other duties the person who brought it went away, so that 
when I sent for him he could not be found. 

I attribute this to his ignorance of duty; you must teach him better. 

Send him down with a true list, certified by you, of every person, white 
or black, remaining, being permitted to remain harbored or in any way 
within your pickets, not enlisted men or officers of the United States, 
with a tabular statement of names, wlien and by whom employed or 
unemployed, as the case may be, so that the list may give me every 
person who may be within your lines. 

This is necessary for public service, and needs to be carefully attended 
to. 1 desire it by to-morrow’s boat. I have sent you the Time and Tide 
instead of the Diana, which I need for other service. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

BEIsTJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major- Gen era Z, Go m manding. 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

ISleu" Orleans', May 2J, 1862. 

Brigadier-Gciii ral PiiEi 

Commanding Camp Farapet : 

GENEJiAL : Youw lilciiu^e alluiieniplo;\ ed [>er.s()us, black and ^^llite,to 
be excluded from >oiu* liiiCN. 

You ^\ill not i)eriui( either or v lute ])eisons to pas^ ^our lines, 

not officers or soldiers or belonging to the 1^1 avy of the United Staler, 
without a pass from these headquarters, exeept they are brought in 
under guard as captured persons v ith iiitoiinatiou; tliese to be txain- 
ined and detained as [)rLSOiiers of war if they ha\'e been in arms against 
the United States or dismissed and sent away at once, as tlie case may 
bo. This does not apply to boats passing up the river without landing 
within lines. 
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Provision dealers and market men are to be allowed to pass in with 
provisions and tkeir wares, but not to remain overnight. Persons hav¬ 
ing had their permanent residence within your lines before the occupa¬ 
tion of our troops are not to be considered unemployed persons. 

Your officers have reported a large number of servants. Every offi¬ 
cer so reported employing servants will have the allowance for servants 
deducted from his pay roll. 

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. P. BUTLER, 
Major- General^ Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqes. Department of the Gulf, 

"Eo, 44. j N’eic Orleans^ May 26, 1862. 

All females, white and black, must be excluded from remaining in any 
portion of the United States custom-house after the hour of 4 o’clock 
p. m. or before the hour of 9 a. m. 

All persons not officers, soldiers, or clerks in the several departments 
must have a written pass, signed by the officer or person in charge of 
the department by whom they are employed, or they will be sent out of 
the custom-house. 

No sentinel will allow any person without a pass to pass into the cus¬ 
tom-house save into the offices of the commanding general, ijost-office, 
or of the commissary, or quartermaster, or court-room. 

Upon no consideration are such persons to be allowed to pass into 
any other part of the building. 

Colonel Birge is charged with the execution of this order, and will 
report to the commanding general its thorough execution at sunset to¬ 
day. 

By order of Major-General Butler, commanding Department of the 
Gulf: 


R. S. DAYIS, 

Oajgtain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Camp Parapet, La., May 27, 1862. 

Captain Page, 

Thirty-first Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers: 

By the Diana this evening a number of negroes, mostly men, some 
women and children, are sent up to you for the [)urpose of "being set at 
work on the levee or such other woms as there may be to do under yoiir 
guidance or that of the officer in charge of the work. 

You will cause a roster or list to be made of them, their names, that 
of their owners, the amount of their labor, and of any other matter con¬ 
cerning them that ought to be known at headquarters; and you will 
communicate with general headquarters for any instructions relating 
to them. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

P. HAGGERTY, 
Captain and Aide-de-Gamp, 
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Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New OrleanSj May 27, 1862. 

Captain Haccerty, Aide-de-Oamp: 

You will go to Camp Parapet and call on General Phelps. Take a 
copy of the order referred to in Captain Pagers letter, which was left 
with General Phelps. Make a thorough examination of Camp Parapet. 
See that that order is fully enforced. Call on General Phelps to have 
it done. Eeport to me the number of negroes in that camp. Cause all 
women and children, both white and black, who had not their homes 
within our lines before the occupation of our forces, except wives of 
officers and soldiers, to be excluded therefrom. 

You will report to me whether the letter of instruction of May 23 to 
General Phelps has been complied with and see that the same is done. 

Hy order of Major-General Butler, commanding Department of the 
Gulf. 


Saint James Hospital, May 27,1862, 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

Goimnanding Department of the Gulf: 

General : It affords me pleasure to report to you the state of health 
of the Federal troops since their landing in Orleans on the 1st in¬ 
stant. 

Agreeably to your orders this general hospital was immediately 
opened for the reception of all who by sickness or casualties had been 
or would be disabled from the performance of duty. Since that time 
the admissions to the hospital have been 546, and the deaths from among 
that number up to to-day (including 2, 1 of w^hom was assassinated in 
the street, and 1 who died from accidental strunguliilion) amount to 
13. Eleven deaths from disease occurring in this general hospital for 
>our whole department here is a condition of health as gratifying as it 
was unexpected. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBT. K. SMITH, 

Surgeon vi Charge. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

ISTo. 32. ) l^eic Orleans^ May 27, 1802. 

No (‘fficci or soldier is periniUed to lake the pioperty of any citijaai, 
(o sliut up ;ni\ hoiis(‘ nr nlac(‘ of busine^''., without a special oidei iroin 
tlio provost ji'uigo. pH’vost marshal, (juartermaster, military eonimand- 
cint. or from h^adqnarb'is. 

An,' “itizen wLcts^- }nopeity is taken nr annojed iii hi*^ piu])erl^ or 
aiie''"ted l),\ an;^ t^ificci or sohliei in contravention to this oidci vill at 
once nqioit to these headquaileis, where he will have ledress. 

All taking of property by officers or soldiers for their private use is 
plunder, and will he punished as such. 

By command of Major General Butler : 

K. S. DAVIS, 

Gapiain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Special Oedbes, ) Hdqes. Dbpaetmext op the Gijlp, 

lifo. 46. ) Orleans, May 27,1862. 

All persons, black or white, not officers or soldiers or belonging to 
the Navy of the United States or laborers actaaUy employed by the 
United States or its officers, and all women and children not wives of 
laborers actually employed in the service of the United States or hav¬ 
ing their homes there before the occupation of our troops or confined 
as prisoners, will be forthwith excluded from Forts Jackson and Saint 
Philip and the Qaarantine Grounds. 

All persons not officers, soldiers, or clerks in the several departments, 
and prisoners, must have a written pass, signed by the officer or person 
in charge of the department by whom they are employed, or they will 
be sent out of Forts Jackson and Saint Philip or the Quarantine Grounds, 
without the permission of the commanding officer there or from these 
headquarters or passes as above mentioned. Upon no consideration 
are such persons to be allowed to pass into any part of the lines held by 
our troops at the above places. 

Col. E. F. Jones, commanding the post, is charged with the execution 
of this order. 

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of 
the Gulf: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain <md AetAng Assistant Acljutant-General. 


Heabqtjaetees Depaetmext op the Gulp, 

JVew Orleans, Ma/y 28,1862. 

Brig. Gen. J. W. Phelps, U. 8. A., 

Oommcmdvng Forces at Camp Parapet, La.: 

Geneeal: I am directed by the major-geneiiU ( (mimaiRliug to call 
your attention to the following coinniuiiication and (li(> lacts therein 
set forth: 

Kenner, (10 miles above N»‘W Orleans), Maif 27, 1802. 
Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf: 

Sir : From orders issued to me on May 23 I understood that I onlpiorl Ik h^ to 
prevent the commission of excesses eitii<‘r on Iho pari of sobliers or lal> irors. Tliis, 
sir, I shall find irapossible to do if soldicis from Camp P.irapot are aU<)w<*<l to lange 
the country, insult the planters, and entice ncoroes away from their plantations, ami 
I regret I must report this conduct on the part of soldiers from that camp. 

# * If # # # 

If on any of the plantations here a negro is punished when he most (k‘bcr\ os it, t lu^ 
fact becoming known at General Phelps’ camp, a party of soldiers are sent imin< <li- 
diately to liberate them and with orders to bring them to camp. A negro convi<*l(‘d 
of bam-biirning, and afterward riotouB conduct on the plantation of Mrs. Butler K<‘n 
ner (a lady who has from you a safeguaul, and by winch all olHcers and soldiers lu n 
commanded to respect her property and to alloid hei every jnoloetion), was conliinvj 
in the slocks, that he might at the first opportumly be sent to the city for trial, was [re 
leased] by a company of soldiers sent by General Phelps, and afterward taken to t ho 
camp. Yesterday an ont-building on Mrs. FendealFs plantation was broken open by 
theses oldiers, andSnegroes, confined there overnight, taken out and carried to the camp, 
notwithstanding the presence of the owners, who pro tested against the act as one con¬ 
trary to all orders. The soldiers also broke into the house and stole therefrom silver 
spoons, dresses, and other articles. » » ♦ 

While, sir, such acts are permitted it is utterly impossible to call upon the negroi s 
for any labor, as they say they have only to go to the fort to be free, and are tbercfori^ 
very insolent to their masters. If these men could be returned we should iicofl no 
white men on the levee, and much expense might be saved the Govern men 1. 1 Im^ e 
now uosted sentinels to nrevent anv more neerroes leavinir. and shall continue Ibal 



CHAr. xxvn.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION 


447 


duty until I receive further orders from you. There is much to be done here for over 
3 miles on the levee, and the planters are willing to take the whole work upon them¬ 
selves can they have their own necessary help. From information received I should 
judge there was from 100 to 150 contrabands at Camp Parapet. 

Awaiting orders, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

EDWARD PAGE, Jr., 
Capiahij Thirty-first Eegimmt, 


Since writing the above General Phelps has sent to me 80 contrabands—^men, women, 
and children—but I have no provisions, and shall therefore draw upon the qustrtormas- 
ter for them. * ^ * 

Having no orders to dismiss the laborers, they will continue their duties. 
Respectfully, yours, 

EDWARD PAGE, Jr., 

Captain, Thirty-first Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteers. 


And to say that, by all means and at all hazards, the officers and men 
of yonr command must be prevented from strolling without authority 
and without right outside of your lines and from interfering (under 
cover of United States authority) without right in the domestic affairs 
of the people around about you. 

I herewith send you a copy of General Orders, I^o. 32, which may not 
have reached you, wherein this subject is considered. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

P. HAGGERTY, 
Captain and Aide de-Camp. 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

Ko. 35. ) Uew Orleans^ May 28, 1862. 

In view of the arrival of stores from Few York, and the speedy open¬ 
ing of this port, reducing the price of provisions, and for the speedy 
relief of the poor, the chief commissary of subsistence will sell to iami- 
lies for consumption, in small quantities, until further orders, flour and 
salt meats, viz, pork, beef, ham, and bacon, from the stores of the Army, 
at cents per pound for flour and 10 contvS for meats. 

Place of sale designated horeatter. Oily bank notes, gold, silver, or 
Treasury notes tc be taken in payment. 

Bv command of Major-General Butler: 

R. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Af^'^htant Adjutant General, 


[May 31, 1802.—Fot’ Fodh*! to Stiudon in r^‘3< .• (tfrimve 

Soul^, sec Series IJ.] 


Headquarters Department of the '-uli’, 

Neic Orleans^ June 1, 1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Seer it ary of War: 

Sir: I have the lionor to inclose tlie oiiieial re])oit of Lioutenant- 
Colouel Keith, of the Twonty-first li.d'uua i?egiment, oi' hi-^ aotinp in 
redressing the mnnlfT’S at Houma. Ih ''‘oudiicO meel,- most Itilly iny 
approval and his report is a very credilabl*' one. Then* is one cirenm- 
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stance, however, connected with the murders that deserves to be more 
fully brought out. The men killed were sick and were lying asleep in 
the wagon when waylaid. 

Also please find inclosed report of Brigadier-General Williams, who 
went up the river with the flag-officer, marked A.* I have sent him 
three additional regiments and a battery of artillery (Fims’), as will be 
seen by my letter of this date, -marked B.* General Williams was 
mistaken as to the number of the enemy’s forces at Baton Eouge, and 
the second day after no person had attacked him. His re-enforcements 
have by this time reached him. Starvation and demoralization are 
doing their work so fast upon Lovell’s forces that it was hardly worth 
while to disturb thdm. I have sent up to Baton Eouge quite one-half 
of my efifeotive force, after deducting the garrison of the forts. The 
flag-officer has returned. I have had a very full oonsnltation with him. 
I inclose copy of his letter to me of the 22d of May, which was the first 
report I have of the operations above, marked D. 

I am of opinion that it is all-important that we take Vicksburg, hold 
it or not, after the insulting letters sent back (copies of which I inclose)! 
by the civil and military authorities there. Vicksburg must be re¬ 
duced, to ashes if need be, but reduced. That town out of the way, 
the river is open to Memphis without opposition, saving perhaps some 
small works at the mouth of the Arkansas. This would effectively 
keep the rebels from getting snpiflies across the Mississippi Eiver, or, 
if defeated at Corinth, their retreat into Arkansas, of which last there 
is only a probability. The flag-officer agreed with my views upon this 
topic and, I believe, has to-day ordered Commander Porter’s mortar fleet 
up the river from Ship Island, where it has been lying since it left the 
Mississippi Eiver after the 24th of April, being the last day on which it 
fired a shot at Port Jackson. With that force I have no doubt we can 
remove the batteries at Vicksburg. I shall co-operate with the flag- 
officer with one-half or more of my entire force, all that can possibly 
be spared from here. I think you will agree with me in the present 
necessity for more men here, if we are not to be joined by the armies 
up the river. 

T sent to Genei’al Brannau, at Key West, hu- the two regiments that 
were piomised me by the order of the commanding general, but failed 
to get them, for the reasons stated in General Brannan’s reply, which, 
with my request, is annexed, by copies, matked E and P. 

The Department will be better able to judge than mysdf of our ?i<'ces- 
sities here. I have about 12,000 effective men of all arms, and should 
not have had so many save that I have filled up my regiments by re¬ 
cruiting. 

In the present temper of the country here it is cruel to take possc's- 
sion of any point unles.= we continue 1o hold it witli an armed foiei, 
because when we have possession of any plac(‘ those w(»ll disix'^cii 
show us kindness and good wishes. Th(‘ moineni we leave llial i.l.n-' 
a few ruffians coma in and maltienleveiy per.-on who lias m,! “m‘ow !c‘d 
at the Yankees.” Therefore it is that 1 have been m.\ elmry of ]io- 
sessing myself of various small points, which eoiild easily lie done, 
because I could not dissipate my forces into small dotacliments for 
holding places so taken possession of. 

Again, it is nearly useless to go over a country with a few thousand 
men hnndri'ds of miles (and distances arc reckoned hei e, by hnndieds of 
miles) only to leave it again. 


" 8oe rcpoi ta, pp. 22-24. 


\ Seo reportfl, pp. 12-14. 
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What I would recommeudis, that I be allowed to raise here, and have 
the equipment here of, or have sent me, a force large enough to hold by 
armed occupation every place of the slightest importance, with a sup¬ 
porting force that could not be overcome, and this part of the country 
made to pay the expenses of such occupation. A few months under 
that regime would reduce this people to order and assure the Union 
men that they were not to be given up to rapine and murder in a few 
days by the retirement of our troops. 

In their present frame of mind, under the pressure of the order of 
General Lovell and the Confederate Government (an official copy 
whereof I inclose, marked H) to burn all the cotton and sugar, such 
burning will take place in advance of my march wherever I may move, 
entailing great destruction of property upon its innocent owners, who 
with tears in their eyes have entreated me not to advance into certain 
sections of the country lest their property should be burned. 

As an instance of recklessness of their troops in arms take the fol¬ 
lowing : The river has been unusually high and a crevasse opening at 
certain points would do an immensity of damage. A party of 40 rebels 
surprised the train on the Opelousas Eailroad, ran down to within 13 
miles of the city on the opposite bank of the river, and there deliberately 
cut the levee in six different places. If their design had been carried 
out they would have drowned out every plantation between l^ew Or¬ 
leans and Fort Jackson for 70 miles, but not injured the United States. 
All this was done because the planters were supposed to favor us. 
Prompt measures were taken by me to preyent the injury before it be¬ 
came irreparable, which were successful. 

I also inclose a report made me by Lieutenant Weitzel, of the En¬ 
gineers, to which I desire attention, so that some measure may be taken 
to secure certain co-operation by all the officers of the Navy in the de¬ 
fenses of New Orleans, which I have always received from Flag-Officer 
Farragut when he is present. 

I have read Commander Porterfe official report of the surrender of 
the forts, and here permit me, for the sake of my bravo and enduring 
soldiers of the Twenty-sixth Massachusetts and Fourth Wisconsin 
Regiments, who waded" in the swamps in the rear of Fort Saint Philip 
up to their armpits in water in order to cut off its garrison and get ready 
to assault the enemy^s works, to put the truth of history right before 
the War Department and the country by the simple enumeration of 
the fact that it was due to their efforts and that of their comrades, and 
to those alone, that Forts Jackvson and Saint Philii) surrendered when 
they did. No naval vessel or one of the mortar fleet had fired a shot 
at the forts for three days before the surrender and not one of the 
mortar boats was within 25 miles at that time, they having sailed out 
of the river from prudent consideration of thepiowess of the ram Louis¬ 
iana, which was sui)posed to be ^‘lively” near the forts. A majority 
of the garrison of Fort Jackson had surrendered to pickets the 
night before the officers made a surrender to Commander Porter and 
obtained from him better terms than has been or ought to be given 
during the war to a rebel officer or soldier, and under those terms the 
rebel General Duncan claims a right to be and is in the army of Beau¬ 
regard, giving aid and comfort,’^ and only holding himself ‘^not to serve 
in arms,” which are the terms of his parole. I send a copy of the terms 
of capitulation. I do not wish to take from the well-earned and well- 
deserved consideration due to the Navy for their brilliant exploit in 
running past Forts Saint Philip and Jackson. I have borne and shall 
ever bear testimony to their courage and gallantry on that occasion, 
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but after that no shot was fired until the surrender, and the forts could 
have been held for weeks, if not months, so far as the bombardment 
was concerned; for in the judgment of the best engineering skill they 
were then as defensible as before the bombardment. I will not permit 
too great meed of praise on the part of anybody to take away the 
merit fairly due my brave solders, who endured so much hardship and 
showed as much bravery as the most gallant tar of them all, for we 
landed within 6 miles above the forts and “lively ram,” protected by 
only two gunboats, while the mortar boats, protected by seven gun¬ 
boats, retreated 25 miles below the forts and out of the river. 

In this connection I must ask to have justice done to a meritorious 
officer to whom the country owes as much as any other, whatever may 
be his ratik, for our success at New Orleans. Lieutenant Weitzel, of 
the Engineer Corps, by his advice and accurate knowledge of the local¬ 
ities, freely communicated both to the fl.eet and army, enabled the op¬ 
erations of both to be conducted to the present result. He made a 
report to me on the 22d day of March at Ship Island, setting forth the 
same process of landing and turning Fort Saint Philip which was in 
fact adopted, andit was the want of liglit-draught transportation which 
prevented it from being done before it was done. 

I have caused to be tried six men who have broken their parole, and 
inclose a copy of the order for their execution, marked L. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. E. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 


No copy of the order for the execution of the men wlio broke parole 
was inclosed.* 


0. P. WOLCOTT. 


[Inclosure N’t), l.j 

Hdqi&s. Twenty-first Eeg-iment Indiana Vols., 

Algiers^ La,^ Mag 213, 1802. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

Commanding Dejpartment of the Gnlf: 

Sir: In obedience to your order of the lltli instant to proceed to the 
town of Houma, in the parish of Terre Bonne, and arrest and punish 
certain i)arties charged with having fired upon 4 sick soldiers of the 
Twenty-first Indiana Yolunteers, killing 2 and wounding the others; 
to execute the guilty, their aiders and abettors, if found; to eoniiseato 
and destroy the property of all who were in any manner implicated, T 
left Algiers at 9 o’clock in the evening of the day of your order in a 
train of cars on the Opelousas Itailroad. My force <*onsisted of foiii 
companies of infantry, comprising 240 men, under command of Cai)tains 
Eoy, Grimsley, Skelton, and McLaflin, of the Twenty-first Indiana Vol¬ 
unteers, and two pieces of artillery and 30 men of the Sixth Massachu¬ 
setts Battery, under command of Lieutenant Oarriitli. Wo reached 
Terre Bonne Station, 55 miles from Algiers, about 2 o’clocik in the morn¬ 
ing of the 12th instant, where we found Captain Bose, with 05 men oi 
our regiment, previously sent down to recapture Private Miller, one oJ 
the men fired upon and wounded, who had been made a prisoner at this 


*For order, see Butler to Stanton, June 10 (General Orders, No. 36). 
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point, and sent 17 miles farther back into the country. Here we also 
found Private Morris, another of the party, who had been attacked, 
captured, and imprisoned, and subsequently released, the circumstances 
of which are hereinafter detailed. With the additional force of Cap¬ 
tain Eose, leaving a guard to protect the train and having secured all 
necessary transportation, we took up the line of march for Houma, dis¬ 
tant 13 miles, where we arrived at 10 o^clock a. m. Such persons as 
we found traveling on the road were arrested to prevent information 
being conveyed of our approach. On reaching Houma all necessary 
measures to guard against the escape of the criminals, if there, were 
taken. I found the town almost deserted, at least three-fourths of the 
citizens having fled upon the previous day, many of them taking such 
of their effects as they could readily move, whilst others, in their haste 
to escape, left all their property behind and entirely unprotected. 
Those remaining were indisposed to have any intercourse with me 
whatever, much less to furnish such information as they possessed and 
I required. Having secured the necessary quarters I proceeded to in¬ 
vestigate the circumstances relating to the murder of our men, of the 
disposition made of their bodies, and ascertained the following facts: 
That about 2 o’clock on the morning of the 9th inst. Col. J. W. Mc¬ 
Millan, of this regiment, with 65 men, had passed through the town of 
Houma upon an expedition to capture the rebel steamer Fox, which he 
had been informed was then in Grand [Oaillou] Bayou, some 30 miles be¬ 
yond that place. This fact coming to the knowledge of Colonels Bis- 
land and Eobinson, they, or one of them, issued an order, in pursuance 
of which the militia of that parish assembled in Houma at an early 
hour of the same morning. The object of this meeting was to devise 
means to prevent the capture of the above-named vessel or to recap¬ 
ture her should she be taken. The subject being fully canvassed, 
and a great want of unanimity being manifest, Colonel Bisland aban¬ 
doned his purpose and adjourned the meeting. Still later, upon the 
same day, a band of armed men, variously estimated from 15 to 20 in 
number, proceeded upon the same road taken by Colonel McMillan, but 
afterward returned, as they said, for recruits. Late in the evening they 
again sallied forth in the "same direction, and havfhg obtained infor¬ 
mation of the approach of two wagons driven by negroes, each contain¬ 
ing two soldiers of Colonel McMillan’s command, sent back by him and 
who were on their way to the railroad station, as the wagons were pass¬ 
ing they secreted themselves in a thicket by the road-side miles below 
the town, and in the dusk of evening fired upon them with guns loaded 
with buck-shot, instantly killing2 of the men, one in each wagon, and 
wounding the others. The negroes, being mounted iij)on the horses, 
escaped unhurt. The killed were Sergt. [Jesse] Frakes, of Co. E, and 
Private [Charles] Geisendorff'er, of Co. Gj the woninb^d were Privates 
Miller, of Co. F, and Morris, of Co. T, the former being shot in the 
shoulder and thigh and the latter in the forehead, neither stniously in¬ 
jured. By order of the wounded men the negroes drove rapidly on 
and escai)ed furtlier danger from the firing. Tlie wagon containing 
Private Miller and the body of Gtisendorffer succeeded in passing 
through the town, but the other wagon, in which were Private Morris and 
the body of Sergeant Frakes, was overtaken before reaching it. Miller 
having proceeded IJ miles beyond Houma, in the direction of the railroad 
station, finding himself pursued sprang from the wagon, taking with him 
his own gun and that of his dead comrade, and con(*ealed himself from his 
pursuers. The wagon was soon after overtaken and stopped in the road, 
and Miller, under the cover of darkness, cautiously followed and over- 
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heard their plan for his capture. Secreting himself iiiKler a bridge he 
saw armed men thrown out for his capture or cutting off his advance. 
About 2 o’clock in the morning they retired, supposing he had effected his 
escape. He then left his comrade’s gun, being unable in consequence of 
his wounds to carry more than his own, and succeeded in reaching the sta¬ 
tion, distant about 11 miles, at 4 o’clock. Here, greatly fatigued and ex¬ 
hausted, he lay down to rest. About 7 o’clock 2 men drove up from the 
direction of Thibodeaux and attempted to take him prisoner, but he re¬ 
sisted until assured by them that their object was to protect him from a 
body of armed men, who were pursuing him to take his life. He accom- 
l)anied them to Thibodeaux, where the shot was extracted from his 
wou nd; after which he was carried 14 miles into the country and delivered 
to General Mouton, where he remained until late in the evening of the 
same day, when Captain Rose, who had in the mean time reached Thibo¬ 
deaux, demanded his surrender, which was effected by one of the par¬ 
ties who had taken him away going after and immediately returning 
with him from Mouton’s. The wagons containing Private Morris and 
the bodies of the murdered men were driven into Houma. Morris was 
taken into Berger’s Hotel, and questioned relative to the assault and 
murder and his written statement under oath taken. He was then 
charged with having murdered his own comrades, and upon this shallow 
pretext thrown into jail, in the same celt with a negro under sentence 
of condemnation to the State prison for life, first having been deprived 
of his arms and accouterments. He was detained through the night, 
when, by taking the oath, a copy of which is herewith transmitted and 
marked A, he was liberated and furnished with the accompanying pass¬ 
port, marked B, by means of whicli he was enabled to reach Terre Bonne 
Station, where he met with Captain Rose, as hereinbefore stated, on his 
return from Thibodeaux. The bodies of the dead men were robbed of 
everything of value, even to their caps, boots, and socks; from that of 
Sergeant Brakes was taken letters to General Butler and Major Hays, 
and a number of private papers of value only to the dead and his family. 
These bodies, after being brutally and disgustingly abused, being kicked 
and beaten, the face of Sergeant JFrakes scarcely retaining the semblance 
of a human being, the proposition was then made to cast the bodies 
into the bayou, but more humane counsel i)revailing, they were handed 
over to negroes for disposal. They, under direction, dug a hole some 2 
feet deep in the open public square a few feet from the market-house 
stalls, directly in front of the court-house, and in the most frequented 
place of the town. Into this hole, without a cofGln or box, and with but. 
a single blanket thrown over them, they wore unceremoniously tossed 
and hastily covered up. The unsightly mound produced by the piling 
in of the loose earth was the only monument of their resting-])lace, but 
this was sufficiently conspicuous to attract the attention not only of 
every resident of the town but all who might pass through it. 

The facts thus far narrated were ascertained with more or less diffi¬ 
culty soon after my arrival at Houma, but the names of the perpetra¬ 
tors of these outrages and other circumstances connected with them we 
were unable for some days to obtain, and then only by a resort to the 
measures hereinafter described. One of my first cares was to make 
provision for the exhumation and decent interment of our murdered men. 
Accordingly the citizens were required to furnish respectable coffins 
and prepare graves in one of their most prominent church-yards. This 
done, on the morning after our arrival we took with us a number of the 
leading citizens, who were arrested on the previous day and still held 
in custody and such others as we found upon the streets, to where our 
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dead men had been thrown, and compelled the most prominent of them 
to disinter their bodies and carefully deposit them in the coffins they 
had provided in presence of the battalion. The funeral procession was 
then formed and the remains conveyed to the burial place of the Cath¬ 
olic church, where with appropriate religious ceremonies, performed by 
Captain Eose and with the honors of war, their coffins enshrouded with 
the flag of their country, we solemnly committed them to the earth. In 
the mean time, assisted by the officers under my command, no possible 
means were spared to ferret out the guilty. Failing to obtain satisfac¬ 
tory information from any of the citizens of the murderers and their 
whereabouts, and satisfied that they were known and their place of 
concealment purposely withheld from me, I determined to hold them 
personally responsible for the outrages committed, and therefore pre¬ 
pared a proclamation, marked C, and made every necessary arrange¬ 
ment to carry its provisions into effect. The evidence of my intention 
being made apparent I was sent for by the prisoners and informed that 
they had concluded to furnish all the information in their possession 
and render all the assistance in their power, joined with the efforts of 
their friends, to discover, secure, and bring to punishment those di¬ 
rectly implicated in the crime. They gave me the following as the 
most prominent of the guilty parties (all of whom had fled from town 
and vicinity before our arrival), viz: Albert Wood, lawyer and editor of 
the Houma Ceres ,* Morelle, formerly a lieutenant in the rebel army; 
E. NT. Dutrail, deputy parish clerk } B. Cooper, blacksmith; Gilbert 
Hatch, son of a planter; D. W. Crewell, carpenter (working on planta¬ 
tion of Connelly); Edwards, overseer (on Connelly^s plantation) - How¬ 
ard Bond, a druggist; W. Bond, a lad, brother of Howard, and both 
living with their father, a wealthy planter near Houma, ovpseer on 
Bond’s plantation; F. Gatewood, living on plantation 8 miles from 
Houma; Hoc. J. L. Jennings, Houma; William H. Hornsby, son of S. H. 
Hornsby, grocer in Houma (the latter being also indirectly implicated). 
These, together with other parties unknown, were the active partici¬ 
pants, so far as the people of Houma could determine, in the tragic 
events above related. Jennings, Wood, Morelle, andthe Bonds appear 
to have been the moving spirits; Jennings was the chief of those who 
robbed and abused the bodies of the dead. He it was, and Howard 
Bond, who sent 3 boys on the night of the murder 2 miles on the road 
from Houma to Terre Bonne Station to burn a bridge over a bayou on 
Larette’s plantation, to delay, and if possible prevent, our troops from 
reaching llouma. This act was xmevented by Mr. Larette. iloward 
Bond then attempted to destroy the bridge himself, but was also ])re- 
vented by Mr. Larette. The boys sent on this eirand were a bi other 
of Howard Bond, William Hornsby (whom I arrested), and a lad whose 
name was not obtained. It was averred as a reason for sending these 
boys that should they be arrested their ;vouth w'uuld piotect them 
from i)unishment. Col. J. B. Eobinson, though not engaged in the 
killing of our men, took an active part on the day of the murder in in¬ 
citing parties to go in pursuit of Colonel McMillan’s force. 

Having learned these facts and that the parties named had fled and 
some of them were still secreted in the neighborhood, detachments of 
men under efficient officers \vere sent out to scour the surrounding 
country in search of the fugitives. These detachments were out both 
day and night, accompanied by one or more of the prisoneis and other 
citizens acquainted with the neighborhood and who bad voluuteeied 
their aid. It having been ascertained that Jennings had taken refuge 
in the house of G. F. Connelly, that place was visited by a detachment 
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under command of Lieutenant Carruth, whom I accompanied. Upon 
observing our approach Jennings fled to an adjacent swamp, leaving 
his horse tied to a fence in front of the house. The family, all of whom 
were present, did ndt deny of having aided in his escape, and frankly 
gave me to understand that they would not reveal to us his hiding place 
were it known to them. It was,.moreover, subsequently ascertained 
that they had purposely deceived us in regard to the time of his depart¬ 
ure, in order to give him time to make his escape. They furthermore 
declared that they were deeply interested in the rebellion; that they 
were anxious for the frustration of the object of Colonel McMillan^s 
expedition; that with their consent and approbation the men on their 
estate had engaged in the attempt to defeat him: that with their knowl¬ 
edge and assistance the men had eluded our pursuit; that they held no 
allegiance to the Government of the United States, and neither desired 
nor claimed its protection. Thereupon the mules, cattle, and horses 
belonging to the plantation, the horse of Dr. Jennings, and several 
wagon loads of forage were taken and conveyed to Houma. We also 
visited Bond’s plantation, and finding that the criminals connected 
therewith had made their escape, we seized all the cattle on the prem¬ 
ises. A detachment under Captain Rose, sent in quest of Colonel Rob¬ 
inson, finding that he too had fled, he took possession of certain mules, 
horses, and other property and returned to Houma. The reports of 
other commanders of detachments, herewith furnished, will exhibit the 
result of their operations.* Our efforts to secure the guilty ])arties 
having proved fruitless and being convinced that further attempts at 
the present time would be equally futile, and satisfied that the prison¬ 
ers held by me in custody had used every effort, joined to that of their 
friends, to secure them and would continue to do so in the future, I 
suppressed the proclamation referred to, concluding to bring them with 
me upon my return, which I did. I then determined to destroy all the 
property owned by the guilty parties who had secured their personal 
safety by flight. I accordingly, on the morning of May 10, issued an 
order, a copy of which is hereto attached and marked D. In ])ursuance 
of said order the following-named property was burned or otherwise 
destroyed or seized upon, viz: 

Property on premises of Howard Bond burned: One dwelling-house, 
furniture, and contents^ one sugar house, filled with sugar; from 50 to 
100 negro houses and other outhouses; one steam saw and com mill; 
three stables; two corn-houses, with contents; one cooper-slioj) and 
hlacksmith-shop, with tools and other contents; one stor(‘-hous(‘, filled 
with molasses; two buggies and harness; stacjks of liay and fodder. 
Taken from above premises, 35 mules, UO sets harness’ (> plantation 
wagons, 1 cart, 2 yoke of oxen, and 5 loads of forag<‘. 

Property owned by Dr. Jennings burned: One dwelling-house, other 
outhouses, barn, stables, all their contents, buggy, and a valuable 
library and other articles. 

Property owned by E. N. Dutrail, consisting of dwelling-house, sta¬ 
bles, and other outhouses, with all their contents, were torn down and 
utterly destroyed. 

Property of A. Wood, consisting of the Ceres newspaper establish¬ 
ment, was completely destroyed, the type and other material being 
thrown into a bayou. 

The parish jail (in which Trivate Morris had been incarcerated), a 
strong brick building, by means of a battering-ram was demolished. 


Not found. 
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The property of Orewell, consisting of a light one-horse wagon, chest 
of carpenter tools, was seized upon. 

The personal property of A. S. Hornsby (groceries), of which there 
was but little, was either taken and used or destroyed. The other 
guilty parties escaped all punishment, as they possessed no property 
which could be seized or destroyed. 

It is here worthy of remark that a number of citizens, before we left 
the town, assigned as their reason for withholding from us information 
in their possession when first demanded that their own lives and prop¬ 
erty would be endangered by the parties implicated by their so doing, 
and some of them even requested that troops should remain there for 
their protection. I caused the national flag to be planted upon the top 
of the court-house, in*presence of the battalion and a large number of 
citizens, assuring the latter that it must there remain, under penalty 
of the destruction of the town in case of its removal. They were also 
warned of the terrible consequences that would result from any further 
disturbance of the graves of the murdered soldiers. 

Finding a number of the inhabitants in a poor and suftering condi¬ 
tion, we furnished them with food during our stay, and left on our 
departure enough cattle and other provisions to supply their imme¬ 
diate wants. 

On the 15th instant Captain Slatton, in command of the launch 
which was to have pursued with a view to the captui*e of Colonel Mc¬ 
Millan, voluntarily came in and surrendered himself a prisoner of war, 
declaring that he had been deserted by the men who had pledged them¬ 
selves to sustain him. 

Before leaving Houma I made a demand of $200 upon the treasipy 
of the parish to pay certain expenses attending the expedition, which 
was promptly handed over in Confederate notes, and was by me paid 
out to the parties to whom it was due. 

About noon of Saturday, the 17th instant, we took up our line of 
march from Houma to Terre Bonne Station, reaching the last-named 
place at 3 o’clock p. m. Here we found in waiting a train of cars, in 
which we proceeded to Algiers, leaving behind Lieuts. T. D. Brj^ant 
and J. W. Connelly, with a detachment of men, in charge of the cap¬ 
tured property, with orders to follow on the next train, which they did 
on the following day and delivered over the property left in their charge. 
This property consisted in the main of 85 mules, 01 head of cattle, 8 
horses, 43 slieep, 0 wagons, 2 carts, 1 spring-wagon, and 2 carriages, 
with other articles, all of wliicli were turned over to Lieut. W. S. Hinkle, 
quartermaster of Twenty-first Kegimeiit Indiana Yoiunteers. I brought 
with me as prisoners the following-named residents of Houma and 
vicinity, all of whom were promptly handed over to the proper author¬ 
ities, namely: Lieutenant Colonel IMiiior, Captain Slatton, lleeorder 
De Laporte, Sherilf Larette, Dr. Uelmick, Captain Gayne, Messrs. 
Ernest, Guano, Larette, AVright, Delaspit, Centre, Uoinsby, and one 
other. 

To Cai)tains Boy, Hose, Skelton, and McLatiin, and to Lieutenants 
Carruth, Bryant, Edmiston, Connelly, and Brown I am especially in¬ 
debted for the promptness and elficiency with which my orders were 
executed. Lieutenant McAfee also deserves favorable mention. The 
regular surgeon of the regiment being required to remain in charge of 
the hospital at Algiers, Dr. John H. Gihou, of that place, volunteered 
to accompany the exi)edition, whose services to the sick, which were 
greatly needed, were iiromptly rendered, and in so eftective a manner 
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as to elicit for him the approbation and thanks of the entire command, 
embracing both officers and men. 

Trusting that my efforts and those under my command to execute 
your orders will meet your approbation, I am with respect, your obe¬ 
dient servant, 

JOHlir A. KEITH, 

Ideift. Col. Twenty-first Indiana Vols., Comdg. Detaohmmt. 


A. 

I hereby solemnly swear that I will not take up arms against the 
Confederate States (South) America, unless my property, myself, or 
those depending upon me should be threatened. 

Houma, May 11,1862. 

JOSEPHUS MOEEIS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 11th day May, 1862. 

H. NEWELL, 

OlerJc Third District Courts Terre Bonne. 


B. 

J. Morris, from ttie State of Indiana, having given his parole not 
to take up arms against the Confederate States (South) during the ex¬ 
isting war, has permission to pass unmolested to Terre Bonne Station, 
on his way to New Orleans. ’ 

Houma, May 11,1862. 

H. NEWELL. 

F. GAYNE. 

A. S. HELMIOK. 

S. H. HOENSBT. 

B. OOOPEE. 

0 . 


PKOOLAMATION. 

A foul and unnatural murder of two American soldiers, repugnant 
alike to the instincts of humanity and the practice of civilized warfare, 
Las caused the presence of this portion of the U. 8. Army among you, 
for the sole purpose of bringing to justice the guilty. Although the 
cowardly miscreants may have fl(>d, fearing the swift and righteous 
retribution which should follow the perpetration of their horrible crime, 
they are known to the citizens of this place. By withholding the names 
of the guilty parties and their present hiding places they make them¬ 
selves parties to the crime, liable both in law and justice to suffer the 
penalties of the same. 

A prompt, full, and free communication of the names of those wretches 
on the part of the citizens of Houma, with such other information as 
will lead to their speedy capture, can alone save the town and neigh¬ 
boring country from the severe punishment so justly merited. The 
atoocious nature of the crime itself—the indecent, shameless, and un- 
Chnstian-like burial and robbery of the dead—taken in connection with 
the unseemly conduct of prominent citizens on the occasion, and the 
^e indignities offered to the mutilated bodies of these two soldiers, 
nave forever disgraced the town of Houma, which disgrace can only be 
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obliterated by a prompt co-operation of its citizens in bringing the 
'guilty to justice. 

In view of the disposition manifested by citizens of the town and 
parish to harbor and screen the offenders, therefore I, John A. Keith, 
lieutenant-colonel of the Twenty-first Regiment Indiana Volunteers, 
being armed with proper authority from General Butler, do hereby 
solemnly declare and proclaim that unless the names of these murder¬ 
ers are given up within forty-eight hours, with such information of their 
hiding places as will lead to their speedy apprehension, not a vestige 
of the town of Houma shall be left to identity its former location, and 
the plantations in the parish of Terre Bonne shall suflfer in a like degree. 

It is to be regretted that innocent and worthy persons may suflfer in 
this event, but a terrible example is necessary to teach the people of 
Louisiana that interest, if not humanity, should prompt them to dis- 
courage acts of cold-blooded assassination. 

The United States troops wiU quarter in Terre Bonne Parish until 
these murderers are brought to justice or it becomes evidei^ they can¬ 
not be found; in which case prominent citizens of Houma^ known to 
have been sympathizers, some of whom have already been aacreated,, 
will be publicly executed as murderers. 

JOHN A. KEITH, 

Ideutenant-Colonel Tioenty-first Indiana Yolunteers.- 

HoiTDiA, La., May 14,1862. 

D. 

Hdqrs. Detachment Twenty-first Indiana Vols., 

Eonma^ La.j May 16,1862. 

In compliance with an order from Major-General Butler I hereby 
order the following property of the parties hereinafter named destroyed 
by fire or otherwise, but in such a manner as not to endanger or destroy 
adjacent property owned by parties not herein named—said property 
all situated in the parish of Terre Bonne, to wit: 

Buildings, out-buildings and personal property of Howard Bond 
near the town of Houma; buildings on the premises of Colonel Robin¬ 
son; property of F. Gatewood; real and personal property of Dr. 
Jennings; property of A. Wood; the Ceres newspaper establishment; 
parish jail; property of B. Coopem property of Gilbert Hatch; house of 
E. N. Dutrail; property of-Crewell. 

The parties above named, and whose property is to be destroyed, are 
known to be identified in a greater or less degree in the murder of two 
soldiers and wounding of two others belonging to the Twenty-first In¬ 
diana Volunteers, on the-day of May, near Houma. The jail is to 

be destroyed because permitted to be used as a place of confinement of 
one of the wounded men. 

JOHN A. KrJTn, 

Lieut, Gol. Tiventy first Ind, FoZs., Comdg, JJetachmenL 

[Inclosure D ] 

United States Gunboat Kennebec, 

Below Yiclshitrg^ Tllm., May 22, 1862. 

Dear General : I received your kind note, together with the mail, 
by the steamer Fox. My ship has got off‘, and was about 40 or 50 miles 
below Vicksburg, at Grand Gulf, which is the most dangerous part of 
,^e river, and beyond which I am unwilling to risk the larger ships, 
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•when the steamer Fox passed here. It appears to be the general opin¬ 
ion among the ofloers here, General Williams included, that there is » 
very little use in attacking Vicksburg, as the guns on the heights are 
so elevated that our fire will not be felt by them; as they have so large 
a force of soldiers here, several thousand in and about the town, and 
the facility of bringing in 20,000 in an hour by railroad from Jackson, 
altogether think it would be useless to bombard it, as we could not hold 
• it if we took it. Therefore we have determined to blockade it and occa¬ 
sionally harass them with fire until the battle of Corinth shall decide 
its fate. General Williams is going up the Eeti Eiver, where he thinks 
he may be more useful, and I have given him a gunboat to accompany 
him. I shall soon drop down the river again, as I consider my services 
indispensably necessary on the seaboard. I am greatly obliged to you 
for j'our kindness in towing up my coal vessels. I have already sup¬ 
plied your troops ■with as much bjead as I could spare, as well as pork. 
They have been able thus far I think to-get fresh beef, but are much 
in want of bread and flour. I don’t see that I can be of any service 
here, and I do not see as General Williams will be of any use here with 
the small force he has. • 

I shall endeavor to get down as soon as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. G. FAEEAGUT, 

Flag-Officer. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Bittlee, 

* TJ. S. Army, Oomdg. JD^t. of the Gulf, Wew Orleans, La. 

[Inclosure E,] 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ May IG, 1862. 

General : The contini^ency has ariseD, in my judgment, when, with¬ 
out detriment to the public service, I may call on you for the two regi¬ 
ments contemplated in the letter of the general commanding. They 
wdl be necessary for operations here. I would desire ('olonel Put- 
nam’s Seventh New Hampshire and any other you may choose. 1 hope 
to return them to you soon. I send transport steamer Mississip])i for 
them. She has carried 1,900 men in twelve days, and 1 liave been on 
board. May I wish as much haste as possible. Learning that you have 
ample supplies, and fearing in the i^resent state of matter’s at New Or¬ 
leans I may come short, I desire, if possible, 500,000 rations, n large 
portion of which can be put on board the Mississi])])i. A large propor¬ 
tion of pork, flour, and rice would be accei)table. I know tiie natural 
reluctance a general has in sending anytliing out of his department, 
but I rely on your well-known patriotism for this aid. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

DENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 

General Brannan, Gomdg, D^artment of Key West. 

[Inclo&ure P.] 

Hdqes. SouinEEN Dist., Dept, of tub Souin, 

Key West, Fla., May 21,1862. 
General Benjamin F. Bittlee, TJ. S. A., 

Commanding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.: 

Gbneeal : Your communication of the 16th instant is this moment 
received. Since the letter of the commander-in-chief of the Armv of 
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^ February 23, authorizing you to call upon me for aid in case of emer¬ 
gency, the Department of Key West has been broken up and placed 
under command of Major-General Hunter, commanding Department of 
the South, extending to Pensacola. I have already (on yesterday) sent 
one regiment to Brigadier-General Arnold, commanding Western Dis¬ 
trict, Department of the South, on his urgent request that his position 
was dangerous and expecting an attack. I therefore do not feel justi¬ 
fied or authorized to send any more troops from my command, and par¬ 
ticularly out of the department, without authority from Major-General 
Hunter. The rations asked for will be sent you as far as it can be done 
consistently with my duty as commander of this district. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. BEAKNAK, 

» Brigadier- Genera ?, Commanding, 

[Inclosnre H.] 

Confederate Army Orders, 

[Telegraph from Eichmond, Va., to General Lovell, May 2, 1862.] 

The following dispatch was sent to you on the 25th ultimo. 

A. T. BLEDSOE, 
Assistant Secretary of War, 

It has been determined to bum all the cotton and tobacco, -whether foreign or onr 
own, to prevent it from falling into the hands of the enemy. 

You will therefore destroy it all if necessary to prevent them from getting it. 

G. W. RANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War, 

General Orders, \ Hdqrs. Department No. 1, C. S. A., 

No. 17. 3 Camp il/oorc, L«., 2Iay 3, 18C2. 

The enemy, by on overwhelming naval force, having succeeded in 
passing the defenses and gaining possession of the city of New Orleans, 
are jubilant in the'boast that the struggle which a gallant people are 
making from a bondage to which death would be iircferable is rapidly 
closing in disgrace and humiliation to the South. They claim that, the 
great valley of the West being opened, the remotej^t commercial interest, 
of the civilized world will have cause to side with them in the iron- 
handed controversy which they are now waging ut)on us, for the reason 
that cotton will now tiow from every tributary of the Mississippi to seek 
a market under their protection in the j)orts of Europe; lor without 
that staple they know full well that a brief peiiod vill pur an end to 
their attempt to conquer the South. It is with the ])e()])le to (h‘cide this 
question fur themselves. If you are resolved to b(‘lice; if }oxi aie 
worthy of the heroic Idood that has come do mi to ,\ou through hal¬ 
lowed generations; if you have fixed your uiidnnnu‘d upon tliebright- 
ness that spreads out before you and your children, and ',uv determined 
to shake away forever and ever all political ahsoeiatioii v ith the vandal 
horde that now gather like a pestilence about ;^()ur lair country, now, 
now, my fellow-citizens, is the time to strike! One s])arkling, living 
touch of fire in manly action for one liour upon each cotton plantation, 
and the eternal seal of Southern independence is liied and fixed in the 
great heart of the world. 

It needs no argument to show that with the destruction of negro 
property the cotton and sugar lands of the South would be worthless. 
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and that the mighty eflfbrt of this Abolition war is for that purpose is 
amply proved by a thousand evidences unnecessary to refer to in this 
order, and which are rapidly culminating in the various schemes of the 
Federal Congress in reference to the destruction of the slave-holding 
interest in all the border States. 

Your major-general calls in this hour of danger for one heroic effort, 
and he feels consciously proud that he will not call in vain. Let not a 
solitary bale of cotton be left as spoil for the invader and all will be 
well. 

By order of Major-General Lovell: 

J. G. PICKETT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Headqtjaetees Depaetment JTo. 1, C. S. A., 

Camp Moore^ La.^ May 3,1862. 

Ool. William Ween: 

SiE: In pursuance of the act of Congress and in obedience to in¬ 
structions from the Secretary of War you are hereby authorized and 
directed to take such measures immediately as will insure the destruc¬ 
tion of all cotton on the navigable rivers in this department and upon 
all railroads accessible to the public enemy. You will proceed upon this 
duty forthwith, destroying such cotton first as in your opinion may be 
in imminent danger of capture, and afterward giving your attention to 
that more remotely removed from the scene of their operations. The 
major-general commanding, while he has full confidence in your sound 
discretion and judgment and feels assured that you will do nothing un¬ 
necessarily affecting the material interest of any one, cannot too strongly 
enforce upon you the extreme importance and pressing necessity of put¬ 
ting it entirely out of the power of the enemy to obtain one single bale 
of the staple within the district in which you arc ordered to operate. 
You will keep a careful account of the number of bales destroyed by 
your orders and give proper receipts and vouchers to the owners, so 
that a full reparation may be made by the Confederate Goverinncnt. 

You will employ such assistance as you may require to carry out these 
instructions and all expenses will be paid by the Government. 

By order of Major-General Lovell: 

J. G. PICKETT, 
Assistant Adjiitant-Oeneral. 

flnolosiire No. 2.] 

Headquaetees Depaetment op the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ May 27, 1802. 

Maj. GEOEaE 0. Steong, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Department of the Gulf: 

Majoe: I have heard from pretty good authority that the steamer 
Calhoun, now on duty in Lake Pontchartrain, has been ordered to Pen¬ 
sacola, and this has compelled me to make the following statement of 
what 1 consider necessary for a thorough possession and defense of this 
place. 

The land forces must thoroughly occupy the city and hold securely 
the lines above Carrollton. I consider the present force and its disposi¬ 
tion sufficient for that purpose under present circumstances. 

The naval forces must keep perfect control of the river and Lake Pont¬ 
chartrain. The present disposition of the naval vessels is adequate to 
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keep tlie city in subjection and protect our left flank above Carrollton. 
A few gunboats to keep the river clear above us is all that is necessary 
there, and this is of great importance. We have undoubted information 
that attempts are at this moment being made to supply Beauregard^s 
army with fresh beef from Alexandria, La., and in this way, viz, via 
Eed, Black, and Tensas Eivers, by land to a point above Vicksburg 
and then across the river to Corinth. 

In the lake there should be one boat (say the Creole) continually at 
Pass Manchac. This was mentioned at Washington before we started 
even as of the highest importance. ThelsTew London and Calhoun are 
not the least more than sufBicient to keep the lake clear and well block¬ 
aded, particularly as the draught of water of the former will often 
render her unserviceable. I must therefore protest against the removal 
of the Calhoun from the lake unless she is replaced by another vessel 
of as light draught of water. 

There is no point in the United States which to be held requires 
such a harmonious co-operation of the land and naval forces as this. 
This co-operation will be especially necessary when the requisite land 
forces for the operations at Mobile are withdrawn. I have therefore 
deemed it my duty to submit this, and I request that a copy of it be 
furnished the flag-officer. Neither the Mississippi, Pensacola, nor Ports¬ 
mouth can be used at Mobile on account of their draught of water. 
They can nowhere be better employed than here. The gunboats em¬ 
ployed in scouring the river above us and cutting the lines of supplies 
and communication of the enemy will undoubtedly soon be relieved by 
the gunboats under Flag-Officer Foote. 

Should the enemy by any success be able to detach a force sufficient 
to warrant the attempt I have no doubt it would be made. Under the 
above arrangement of land and naval forces it would be futile. The 
prize is too important to be endangered in the least degree, and I am 
perfectly willing to be considered overcautious rather than to have 
neglected representing this matter in such strong terms. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Lieiit.j TJ. S, Engineers^ and Chief Engr, D&pt, of the Gulf 


[Inclosnre No. 3.] 

United States Steamer Harriet Lane, 

Mississippi River^ April 30, 1862. 

Sir: I inclose lierewith the capitulation of Forts Jackson and Saint 
Philip, which suiTcudered to the mortar flotilla on the 28th day of Aiiril, 
1862.=^ I also inclose in a box, forwarded on this occasion, all the flags 
taken in tlu* two forts, with the original flag hoisted on Fort Saint 
Philip when the State of Louisiana seceded. Fort Jackson is a perfect 
wreck. Eveiything in the shaiie of a building in and about it w^as 
burned up by the mortar shells, and over 1,800 shells lell in the work 
proper, to &a;y nothing of those which burst over and around it. I de¬ 
voted but little attention to Fort Saint Philip, knowing that when Jack- 
son fell Saint Philip would follow. The mortar flotilla is still fresh. 
Truly the backbone of the rebellion is broken. On the 2Gth of the 
month I sent six of the mortar schooners to the back of Fort Jackson 
to block up the bayous and prevent supplies getting in. Three of them 
drifted over to Fort Livingston, and when they anchored the fort hung 
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out a white flag and surrendered. The Kittatiimy, which had been 
blockading there for some time, sent a boat in advance of the mortar 
vessels, and reaching the shore first, deprived them of the pleasure of 
hoisting our flag over what had surrendered to the mortar flotilla. Still 
the fort is ours and we are satisfied. I am happy to state that officers 
and crew are all well and full of spirits. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER. 

Hon. Gideon Welles, 

Secretary of tlie If any. 


Headquaetek-s Depaeticent of the Gxjlf, 

New Orleans^ June 4,1862. 

Militaey Commandant and City Oodnoil of New Oeleans : 

Geneeal Sheplby and Gentlemen : Painful necessity compels 
some action in relation to the unemployed and starving poor of New 
Orleans. Men willing to labor cannot get work by which to support 
themselves and families, and are suffering for food. Because of the 
sins of their betrayers, a worse than the primal curse seems to have 
fallen upon them, ^‘in the sweat of thy face shall thou eat broad, 
until thou return unto the ground.” 

The condition of the streets of the city calls for the promptest action 
for a greater cleanliness and more perfect sanitary preparations. 

To relieve as far as I may be able to do both difiiculties, I propose to 
the city government as follows: 

1st. The city shall employ upon the streets, squares, and nnoccni)ied 
lands in the city a force of men, with proper imideincnts and under 
competent direction, to the number of 2,000, for at least thirty working 
days, in putting those places in such condition as with tlie blessings of 
Providence shall insure the health as well of the citizens as my troo])s. 
The necessity^ of military o])erations will detain in the city a larger 
number of those who corainonly leave it during the suinnier, especially 
wmmen and children, than are usually resident her(‘ during the hot 
months. Their health must be cared for by you; I will care for iny 
troops. The epidemic so earnestly pray ed for by the wiek(‘d \\ ill hardly 
sweep away the strong man, although he may be armed, and lea\e the 
weaker women and children initouciied. 

2d. That each man of tins force be paid by the eit,y from its r(‘venues 50 
cents per day, and a larger sum for skilled labor, for eaeli day's labor oi' 
ten hours, toward the support of their families, and that in the s(‘lection 
of laborers men witli families, or with families deiiendent on them, be 
preferred. 

3d. That the XTiiited States shall issue to each laboiiu’ so (‘inployed, 
for each day’s work, a full ration for a soldier, containing over 50 ounces 
of wholesome food, which, with economy, will supjiort a man and woman. 
This issue will be fully equal in value, at the present prices of food, to 
the sum paid by the city. 

4tli. That proper muster rolls be prepared of these laborers, and de¬ 
tails so airauged that only those that labor, with their families, shall be 
fed from this service. 

5th. No paroled soldier or person who lias served in the Confederate 
forces be employed, unless he take the oath of allegiance to the (Jnited 
States. I shall be glad to arrange the details of this proposal through 
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the aid of Colonel Shaffer, of the quartermaster department, and 
Colonel Turner, of the subsistence department, as soon as it has been 
acted on by you. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-Oeneraly Commanding. 


Headquarters Department op the G-ulp, 

• N'ew Orleans^ June 6, 1862. 

General Lovell, 

Qommandingy (6c., Jadkson: 

General: The communication by flag of truce under charge of Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Ogden, of your staff, was handed me this morning. I 
take leave to assure you that the information upon which Mr. Davis 
acted was incorrect, the threat unnecessary, as it would have been 
unheeded had my judgment determined any given course of action 
necessary and just. 

Major Van Beuthuysen, an officer in arms, holding a commission 
against the United States, was arrested by my order for aiding the 
escape of a scoundrel and spy, who had at the same time been as false 
to your party as he was to mine and confined in Port Jackson, and told 
that, as his offense was not the worst in the rebellion, if he would pro¬ 
duce the spy, who I was informed was under his control, he would be 
released, and so far his offenses condoned. Being afterward assured 
that the spy had escaped in fact to Eichmond, upon Major Van Ben- 
thuysen’s application he was released some days since upon his parole, 
and is now, as I believe, quietly attending his ordinary avocations 
about the city of IS^ew Orleans. 

To prevent the necessity of flags of truce containing threats to me 
hereafter, allow me to add that in no degree will they change the course 
either of punishment or justice which my judgment may determine. 

I have failed to find any other thing in j our note which requires 
reply. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Departiment of the Gulf, 

No. 40. ) Neic Orleans, June 0, 18G2. 

Any person who has in his possession or subject to hus control any 
property of any kind or description whatever of the so-called Confed¬ 
erate {States, or who has secreted or concealed or aided iii the (‘onceal- 
ment of such property, ^\h() shall not, within three da.>h iroiu the pub¬ 
lication of this Older, give full inforinatiou of the same in writing, at 
the headquarteis of the military commandant in the custom-liouse, to 
the assistant military commandant, Godfrey Weitzel, shall be liable to 
imprisonment and to have his propeity confiscated. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

-- AVM. U. WIEGEL, 

First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ June 7,1862. 

feigadier-General Phelps, TJ. S. A., 

Commanding^ at Carrollton^ La.: 

General: 1 am directed by the major-general commanding to trans¬ 
scribe and send to you for your information the following extract Irom 
a communication received from Captain Page, under date of 6th instant, 
and to ask you if the facts therein stated are true: 

* * * I regret to report that since my last dispatch, and since orders have been 
issued by you to the contrary, G-eneral Phelps has received neCToes within his lines, 
and also allowed them to pass sentinels without passes, when the privilege dias been 
denied to planters. I would report 3 negroes from P. Soniat, 2 from T. Arnault, 1 
from Mrs. Beasanson, 1 from Mr. Terrior, and 5 masters unknown, whom Mr. Lebere 
noticed passing within the lines without passes. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. HAGGEETY, 
Captain amd Aide-de-camp. 


Speclal Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department op the Gulp, 

No. 79. ) New Orleans^ June 7, 1862. 

The following-named pilots are ordered to report at once to the flag- 
officer for duty: 

Henry A. Ealer, B. P. Litsell, Byron Prewitt, Burdett Paris, James 
B. Smith, George A, Woods, Isaac 0. Gable, Oswald Carter, Charles 
0. Davidson, Alfred Sanford, I. M. Broadwell, W. 0. Youngblood. 

These men are not at liberty to refuse, under penalty of arrest and 
imprisonment. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

WM. H. WIEGEL, 

First Lieutenant cmd Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


United States Steamer Octorara, 

New Orleans^ June 9, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

Commanding U. 8. Forces in Louisiana; 

General: The mortar fleet are all here and will i)roceed up river 
with all dispatch the moment I can obtain towage. I never like to 
send a boy on a man’s errand, so instead of six mortars I bring nine¬ 
teen. 

I can tow thirteen with what vessels I have, and if you will let me 
have two tug-boats (say the Landis and Whetmore) I can get up with 
all before the flag-officer. 

You promised me every assistance, and 1 know you will keej) your 
word. Will you give the order for the captains of the boats to report 
to me at once*? 

There is an iron prow here in New Orleans, built for one of the 
secesh gunboats; I want to put it on the Octorara. Will you give an 
order for me to get it; also to have it delivered at some wharf where I 
can hoist it in? It is at McCan & Harrell’s iron and brass foundery, 
Fulton street, between Julia and Notre Dame streets. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

DAVID Dl POETEE. 
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Headquarters Departsient of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La.^ June 10,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stai^ton, 

Secretary,of War: 

Sir : In my dispatch, of the 1st instant I informed the Department of 
my intention to co-operate with the fleet in a demonstration upon 
Vicksburg. Accordingly dispositions were made and instructions given 
General Williams under date of June 6, and the troops therein men¬ 
tioned were put in marching order. A copy of my instructions to 
General Williams is annexed, marked A.* 

All have gone except the Thirty-first Massachusetts. By the news 
which has come by the late arrivals of the repulse of General Banks 
and the danger of the capital, now aided by the exaggerated reports of 
the rout of the forces under General McClellan, the city is so much 
moved that weakening my force here too much might possibly provoke 
a demonstration which it would be well to avoid. I ta,ke leave to as¬ 
sure you, however, that no outward sign of any joy or exultation has 
been permitted or attempted. I have scarcely 3,500 men in the city fit 
for dut^, and to take away a good regiment would be hazardous. 

We are much crippled for river transportation yet, for all supply 
ships must be towed up the river, and although we have a number of 
boats, yet we have not been able to get them in such complete repair 
as we could wish. 

The Tennessee naval supply ship got aground about 80 miles above 
here on her way to Vicksburg, and we have been obliged to send two 
boats to her salvation. The mortar fiotilla requires two more of our 
best boats to aid them in getting up the stream. 

The flotilla is now here, making ready to go up the river. We shall 
be ready and upon the spot as soon as they are in position. 

If you will look at an extended map of the river it will be seen that a 
cut-off may be made at the bend and leave Vicksburg 5 miles inland. 
If the water shall be low enough when we get there I propose to have 
it done. The river has been so high that it could not be done before, 
because the whole of the bend is under water. 

1 have what I believe to be reliable intelligence of the evacuation of 
Fort Pillow and Memphis on the 1st instant, but that will reach you in 
an authentic shape long before this dispatch. 

I did not execute the six paroled soldiers, according to my order Ko. 
36, for the reason, among others, that, upon the examination of the 
terms of capitulation given by Captain Porter, of which no copy had 
been furnished me, and I had not seen the newspaper copy till after the 
sentence, I was fearful of the legal force of the parole, tlu^ officers only 
having been paroled and they underwriting for the men. 1 was glad, 
therefore, to yield to the suggestions of Messrs. Durant and Ttozier, gen¬ 
tlemen who enjoy the confidence of the community here, and whom you 
know to be well-disposed to the Union, and to commute the sentence. 
Copies of the order and correspondence, marked B, C, D, aie annexed. 

William B. Mumford, who, after the raising of the flag of the United 
States upon the United States Mint by Flag-Officer Farragut, pulled it 
down, dragged it through the streets, followed by an excited mob, tore 
it in shreds, and distributed the pieces among the gamblers, assassins, 
and murderers, his comrades, was tried, condemned, and executed on 
Saturday, the 7th iustant, on the spot where he committed his heinous 
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crime. A coDy of tlie order for Ms execution is herewith sent, marked 
> E. ISTo words can give the extent of his guilt in the act for which he 
suffered. The lowering of the flag might, nay, ought, by every military 
rule, to have brought a bombardment upon the cifcy^ resulting in no one 
can know what destruction of property and life: ♦ 

I would call attention to the policy of allowing me to assure within this 
department certain classes of persons who have been in the rebellion of 
a condonation of all political offenses, to whomsoever, should they take 
the oath of allegiance on or before a given date, excepting those of course 
who have sinned away the day of grace,’^ I am confident that many 
are tired and sick of the war here, who would gladly return to their alle¬ 
giance if by some authoritative act they could be assured that the past 
would be forgiven. Men have been so deceived as to the intentions of 
the Government that I have had grave judges, men of business and in¬ 
telligence, and planters from the country come to me under safeguards 
for assurance of their personal safety and that of their property from 
confiscation in case they placed themselves within the power of the 
United States. If, either under direct guidance and instructions of the 
War Department or if left to my discretion as to the terms to be em¬ 
ployed, a declaration of amnesty under certain conditions could be made, 
I will venture to undertake that Louisiana will within sixty days from 
the date of such action return to her allegiance. 

In this connection I pray leave to call the attention of the War De¬ 
partment to the fact that I have heard no word from the Department 
since I left Washington, either of instruction or recognition of my exist¬ 
ence even, save the ordinary routine of official correspondence from the 
subordinate officers of the Department furnishing supplies and asking 
for the necessary documentary evidence of their receipt, nor have I 
received a single general order issued to the Army of the United States 
of later date than March 3. Thus leaving me to my own discretion is 
sufficiently complimentary, yet it is embarrassing enough under all the 
responsibilities of my position. Guided by the best light I had, I have 
taken the action in regard to the oath of allegiance indicated in General 
Orders, ^N'o. 41, a copy of which, marked F, is annexed.’^ I trust it will 
meet with approval, and that some action will either be taken or au¬ 
thorized upon the subject of opening a door for the return of the prodi¬ 
gals who think they have fed on husks long enough. 

I beg to again call attention to the need we have for more num hei*e. 
Why cannot we have those from Key West? With tlu‘ arms and equip¬ 
ments I have and have captured and with an eflichuit ordnance force 
to put them in order, if the Dex)artmeiit will allow me, I can enlist in 
sixty days 5,000 men and arm them, the uniforms to be supi)lied from 
the Korth. To do this some discretion must be given me in th(‘ matter 
of officers, and also that some of the troops have the i)rivilcge of acting 
as home guards, under proper restriction; also that some, wlien laised, 
be sent away to other fields and their places here supplied with men 
from other sections; and this for the purpose of instructing tliose men 
in the extent and power of the Union, of which they seem to liave now 
little idea. 

I send this dispatch by Lieutenant Kinsman, a gentlomau wlio has 
been giving very efficient services to the Government as a volunteer 
aide without pay, and has captured property, the existence of which he 
discovered, of more than $40,000, which has been turned over to the 
Government. 


"" See inclosnre No. 2 to Butler to Stanton, June 17, p. 483. 
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I wish that he might he appointed, with the rank of captain, upon the 
staff of some other major-general, and then assigned to me for service, 
for by such indirection must I get the necessary aid for my duties. My 
staff is much reduced. I have four sick and the rest are overworked. 
Mr. Kinsman goes home from a bed of sickness, brought on by over¬ 
exertion, in the hope of recovering his health, to return immediately. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. E. BTJTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inolosnre B.} 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department op the Gulp, 

N’o. 36. ) New Orleans, May 31, 1862. 

Abraham McLane, Daniel Doyle, Edward 0. Smith, Patrick Kane, 
George L. Williams, and William Stanley, all enlisted men in the forces 
of the supposed Confederate States, captured at the surrender of Forts 
Saint Philip and Jackson, have violated their parole of honor under 
which they as prisoners of war were permitted to return to their homes 
instead of being confined in prison, as have the unfortunates of the 
United States soldiers, who, falling into the hands of the rebel chiefs, 
have languished for months in the closest durance. 

Warned by their officers that they must nor do this thing, they de¬ 
liberately organized themselves in military array, chose themselves and 
comrades officers, relying, as they averred, upon promises of prominent 
citizens of NTew Orleans for a supply of arms and equipments. They 
named themselves the Monroe Life Guard, in honor, of the mayor of 
NTew Orleans. 

They conspired together and arranged the manner in which they 
might force the pickets of the United States and thus join the enemy 
at Corinth. 

Tried before an impartial military commission, fully heard in their 
defense, these facts appeared beyond doubt or contradiction, and they 
were convicted. 

There is no one pledge more sacred, there is no military offense whose 
punishment is better defined or more deserved. To this crime but one 
punishment has ever been assigned by any nation—death. 

The sentence has been approved by the commanding general. To 
the end that all others may take warning, that solemn obligations may 
be preserved, that war may not loose all honorable ties, that clemency 
may not be abused, and that justice be done: 

It is ordered that Abraham McLane, Daniel Doyle, Edward C tSmith, 
Patrick Kane, George L. Williams, and William Stanley be shot to 
death, under the direction of the provost-marbhal, immedi itely after 
reveille, on Wednesday, the 4th day of June next, and for so doing this 
shall be the provost-marshaPs sufficient warrant. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosare C.] 

New Orleans, Jvne 3,1862. 

Major-General Btjtlbe, 

Commanding the Department of the Gulf: 

General : We have seen the sentence of the six men, Abraham 

r\ Cl_ ttt-- TT 
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Williams, and William Stanley, condemned to death for violating their 
parole, given at the surrender of Forts Jackson and Saint Philip, by 
organizing a military company to break the pickets of your camp and 
join the army of Beauregard at Corinth. 

Tried and convicted by a board of officers whose honor and integrity 
a.re known to all, these men are justly liable to that condign punish¬ 
ment which the military law metes out to so grave and heinous an offense. 
But a powerful government never diminishes its strength by acts of 
clemency and mercy. ISTo doubt, general, these men were partly driven 
by want, partly deluded, and have long been so, superior minds having 
given them heretofore false impressions, and they have been acting 
under such errors as have at last brought them to the threshold of the 
grave. 

Unknown to us even from report prior to their trial and conviction, 
we see in them only men and brethren who have erred and are in danger. 

General, the event has shown that these men were unable to resist 
the force of the Government or to elude the vigilance and fidelity of its 
officers. They are subdued and powerless. Their case excites our 
commiseration and that of hundreds of others. We ask your mercy 
upon them. 

At the present moment the Government needs no excessive rigor to 
enforce obedience or to command respect. 

Pardon their offense. The act will restore them to sobriety of reason 
and to useful employment. It will fill them with gratitude to you and 
to the powerful Government you represent. It will demonstrate the 
mildness of authority, and convince our fellow-citizens that mercy and 
clemency no less than force and strength are essential attributes of the 
power you represent. 

General, receive this prayer for life in the spirit which dictates it— 
an earnest and heartfelt desire to promote reconciliation and peace. 

We remain, general, with profound respect, your obeditmt servants, 

J. AD. EOZIEK. 
THOMAS J. DURAWr. 

In pursuance of this feeling petition and in the interest of humanity 
Major-General Butler issued the following order: 

Heauqxjarters Department of the Gulf, 

Aew Orleans^ June 3, 1862. 

J. Ad. Eozier, Esq., 

Thomas J. Durant, Esq.: 

Gentlemen: Your communication to-day concerning the uidortuiuitc 
men who are under sentence to be executed to-morrow hn.s re(*(uved, as 
it deserved, most serious consideration. 

The repesentations of gentlemen of your known prob’d y, iiitidligenci', 
high social position, and thorough acquaintance witli tlie cliaractei*, 
temper, habits of thought, and motives of action of the people of New 
Orleans ought to have great determining weight with me, a stranger 
among you, called upon to act piomptly, under the best lights I may, 
in matters affecting the administration of justice. In addition, your 
well-known and fully appreciated unwavering attachment to the Gov¬ 
ernment of the United States renders it certain that nothing but the 
best interests of the country could have influenced your opinions. 

Of the justice which calls for the death of these men 1 can have no 
doubt. The mercy it would be to others in like cases tempted to offend 
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to have the terrible example of the punishment to which these mis¬ 
guided men are sentenced is the only matter left for discussion. 

Upon this question you who have suffered for the Union, who have 
stood by it in evil and good report 5 you who have lived and are here¬ 
after to live in this city at your homes when all are gathered again 
‘Under that flag which has been here so foully outraged and to whose 
wrongs these men^s lives are forfeited 5 you who I have heard have 
exerted your talents to save the lives of Union men in the hour of true 
peril, ought to have a determining weight when your opinions have 
been deliberately formed. You ask for these men’s lives. You shall 
have them. You say that this clemency of the Government is best for 
the good of that cause we all have at heart. Be it so. You are more 
likely to be better informed upon this than I am. I have no wish to do 
anything but that which will show the men of Louisiana how great a 
good they were tempted to throw away when they were led to raise 
their hands against the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

If this example of mercy is lost upon those situated in like case swift 
justice can overtake others in like manner offending. 

I will cause the proper order to go to the provost-marshal to suspend 
the execution of the sentence of death upon Abraham McLane, Daniel 
Doyle, Edward 0. Smith, Patrick Kane, George L. Williams, and Will¬ 
iam Stanley, and shall commute their punishment to hard labor on the 
fortifications at Ship Island, or the nearest military post, at the pleasure 
of the President of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, your friend and servant, 

BE^TJ. F. BUTLEE. 

[IxLcIosTire D.] 

Headqitaetees Department op the Gulp, 

June 3, 1862, 

Capt. Jonas H. French, 

Provost-Marshal, District of New Orleans: 

Captain : You will suspend the execution of the sentence of death 
upon Abraham McLane, Daniel Doyle, Edward C. Smith, Patrick Kane, 
George L. Williams, and William Stanley, authorized by General Orders, 
Ko. 36, and cause them, and each of them, to be confined at hard labor 
upon the fortifications at Ship Island, or the nearest military post, 
during the pleasure of the United States. 

BBKJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commandhuj. 


[Inclosuie E.] 

Special Ordeus, > Hdqrs. Department of the Gxm.f, 

Ko. 70. j Neiv Orleans^ June 3, 1862. 

William B. Miiinford, a citizen of New Oilecins, having been coin ictcd 
before the military commission of treason ami an overt act tlunvof, bear¬ 
ing down the United Stales flag from a public building of the United 
States, for the purpose of inciting other evil-minded pfTsons to further 
resistance to the laws and arms of the United States, after said Hag was 
placed there liy Commodore Farragut, of the United States Navy: 

It is ordered that he be executed according to sentence of said mili¬ 
tary commission on Saturday, June 7, insT., between tin* liouis of 8 a. m, 
and 12 m. under the directions of the provost-marshal of the District 
of New Orleans, and for so doing this shall lx* his sufficient warrant. 

By command of Major-General Butler, commanding depariinent: 

WM. H. WIEGEL, 
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Headquabtees Depaetment of the Gulp, 

New Orleans^ June 10,1862. 


Brig. Gen. M. 0. Meios, 

Quartermaster-General JJ, Army: 

General: In the matter of certain cotton sent home on the Black 
Prince, a Government transport, from Ship Island, the transaction is 
simply this: This cotton was captured by the Navy on board a small 
schooner, which would be unsafe to send to sea. I needed the schooner 
as a lighter and took her irom the Navy. What should be done with 
the cotton! A transport was going home empty; it would cost the 
United States nothing to transport it. To whom should I send it! To 
my quartermaster at Boston! But I supposed him on the way here. 
Owing to the delays of the expedition 1 found all the quartermaster’s 
men and artisans on the island, whose services on the island were in¬ 
dispensable, in almost a state of mutiny for want of pay. There was 
not a dollar of Government funds on the island. I had $75 of my own; 
the sutler had money; he would lend it on my draft on my private 
banker. I borrowed on such draft about $4,000, quite equal to the 
value of the cotton as I received it, and with the money paid the Gov¬ 
ernment’s debts to its laborers, so that their wives and children would 
not starve. In order that my draft should be paid I sent the cotton to 
my correspondent at Boston, with directions to sell it, pay the draft out 
of the proceeds, and hold the rest, if any, subject to my order, so that 
upon an account stated I might settle with the Government. What 
was done! The Government seized the cotton without a word of ex¬ 
planation to me, kept it till it depreciated 10 per cent., and allowed my. 
draft to be dishonored, and it had to be paid out of the little fund I 
have left at home for the support of my children during my absence. 
This, general, is the only aid myself or the forces under my command 
received from the Quartermaster’s Department from the 24th of February 
to the 8th of May, when, being in possession of New Orleans, where 
there was something to be received, a very able and coin])etent oflicer. 
Colonel Shafter, was sent me. But my men are still suilering for the 
mosquito-nets you promised me on the 24th of February and the pub¬ 
lic service was much delayed by the want of those light-draught steam¬ 
ers, for which I made requisition at or before this dale, but which have 
never come; but instead thereof 1 received an order to send homo the 
only steamer I had that had not a hole in her bottom five inches square. 

I have stated the facts. I make no complaints; I ask no favors. I 
bave since received from Colonel SliafiLer here the money I had paid 
out to the laborers, which was the amount of my draft (losing the in¬ 
terest and expenses of protest, &c.), so that the cotton or its proceeds 
now belongs to the Government, and I relinquish all claims upou it. I 
hope you will cause ray agent to be paid for th(i trouble he has had 
about it; if not, well. 

There was on the same ship two or three bales of cotton, which was 
bought by a Mr. Parker of some person who picked it up floating Irom 
the wreck, partly damaged. He asked me the privilege of sending 
home those bales, as there was none other than a Government trans¬ 
port at Ship Island. I gave it. I hope they were not seized; they can 
be easily distinguished. If they were, they should be given up, as it 
is neither just nor right they should be seized or held. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 
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Wae Depaetment, Washington, June 10, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butlee, 

Commanding, &c., New Orleans: 

General : Tour interesting dispatches, announcing the brilliant 
success of your expedition, as well as those sent by Colonel Deming 
and Mr. Bouligny, were duly received. Ko event during the war has 
exercised an influence upon the public mind so powerful as the capture 
and occupation of JSTew Orleans. To you and to the gallant officers 
and soldiers under your command the Department tenders cordial 
thanks. Your vigorous and able administration of the government of 
that city also receives warm commendation. In order to re-establish 
the authority of the Federal Government over the State of Louisiana 
and to secure to the people protection until they can establish a civil 
government consistent with the Constitution of the United States, the 
President has deemed it expedient to appoint a military governor, as 
in the States of INorth Carolina and Tennessee, and observing that 
Colonel Shepley has been appointed by you mayor of the city of New 
Orleans, he has been selected for the important office of military gov¬ 
ernor of Louisiana. His letter of appointment and instructions are 
inclosed herewith to your care to be delivered to him. 

You will please detail a sufficient military force for the purposes of 
police and governor's guard, and give to his administration such sup¬ 
port as circumstances may require. 

Your proceedings in relation to the consul of the Netherlands has 
occasioned a correspondence between the minister of that Government 
and the Secretary of State, copies whereof are herewith transmitted 
to you.* No one can be more sensible than yourself of the necessity of 
preserving harmonious relations with all foreign Governments,* and it 
is the desire of the President that your action, as well as that of the 
military governor of Louisiana, shall conform to the views expressed 
by the Secretary to Baron von Limburg as the policy of this Govern¬ 
ment toward foreign nations. 

The Hon. Beverdy Johnson has been appointed by the State Depart¬ 
ment as a special agent, to proceed to New Orleans and investigate and 
report upon the complainfs made by foreign consuls against the late 
military proceedings in their respective cases. He is commended to 
your kind attention, and will of course receive from you every facility 
in performing his official duty. 

This Department feels the deepest interest in the safety and success 
of your coiiimaud, and all the power of the Government will be exerted 
for your aid and support. You will please communicate with me as 
often as may be in your power, and call for whatever assistance may 
be required. 

From the public prints you will learn the success which in every 
quarter is now attending the Union cause, so that it is needless for me 
to detail the military operations. 

With admiration for your achievements and the utmost confidence 
in your continued success, I remain, truly, yours, 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 

[June 10, 1862, —For Stanton to Shepley, transmitting commission 
as military governor of Louisiana, and correspondence in relation 
thereto, sec Series HI, Vol. IL] 

* To fli-nnear in Series III. Vol. H. 
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HEADQUARTEES DEPAETIOllSrT OF THE GULF, 

New Orleans, La,, June —, 1862. 

In the matter of the appeal of W. F. Mercer, president, and Auguste 
Montreuil, cashier, of tbe Bank of Louisiana, defendants, from the 
judgment of the provost court, upon the complaint of A. Durand, 
complainant. 

This is an application by the defendants, representing the bank, made 
to the general commanding, asking him to revise and set aside the 
judgment of the provost court made in favor of tbe plaintiff, Durand. 

It is based upon the legal theory that over all matters within garri¬ 
son, camp, and perhaps geographical military department wherein mar¬ 
tial law has been declared the power of the commanding general is 
absolute, and that, looking to him as the representative of the martial 
power of the government here, all applications for redress must be 
made when any wrong is supposed to have been done. This view being 
sound, as far as I can see, I have, with the best thought possible under 
the circumstances, re-examined the case and the reasons assigned for 
the appeal. 

Error is claimed on two grounds: First, that the provost court had 
no jurisdiction of the causey and, second, that the judgment was not 
in accordance with the law which should govern its decision. 

The argument assumes that law to be General Orders, No. 30, and 
does not dispute the authority which made or the effect of that order, 
but contents itself with endeavoring to construe the order. 

The objection to the jurisdiction of the court is put upon two grounds : 
1st, that the provost couit has not jurisdiction of the subject-matter; 
2d, that the proper parties were not before it, so as to enable it to act 
with regard to the rights of those who were not summoned in the case. 

It is said that this question, being one of a right of property, cannot 
be entertained by a court whicli only acts to punish the infraction of 
military orders and police regulations. 

A technical answer to this objection, which is in the nature of a plea 
to the jurisdiction, would be that it docs not appear this plea was ])ut 
in till after the heaiing upon the merits. ^ 

It is a familiar rule that a party shall not be allowed to go into court 
and have a hearing on his case, take tlie chances of a decision in his 
favor, and then, if adverse, retmdiate the court before which ho has 
appeared and to whose judgment he has submitted his cause. 

This rule has been held very strictly, both as to jurisdiction over the 
subject-matter and the parties; but in a <*ourt wluue no technical rules 
are allowed to work injustice a technical answer is not sufficient. Of 
what then do the (lefeiidanls complain ? The bank sa>s the (*ourt lias 
made an order which takes aw'ay the pioperly of the bank and gives it 
to another, and that the court has no power so to act. But is that so f 
Is it not the commanding general’s order which does that of which 
complaint is made? The bank nowherecom])laiiis that the general has 
not the power to make such an order, if in his Judgment it becomes a 
military necessity, and that some order on the suhj’ect-inatter was so- 
made is shown by the fact that the tirst question putto him upon entering 
the city was what currency would be provided for the ])eoi)le to save 
them from starvation and bread-riots. It has passed into history that 
he permitted a vicious currency as a medium of circulation for the pur¬ 
pose of meeting this exigency. Again, it will be remembered that the 
bank now claims that it is exempted from the effects of this order be¬ 
cause by order of another military commander, in September last (there 
was no civil law for it), it was obliged to suspend specie pavmenta 
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against its win 

instead of its substitute Confederate notes for its daily currency 

least not und^j. ^ bills. This order was submitted to, if not with joy, at 
The order ^^otest, so far as I am informed, 
pay its depo^^o bank shall 

notes, or its silver coin, and United States Treasury 

commanding ^ bills, a citizen complains that this order of the* 
then is a proy^^^^i'al has not been obeyed to his i}rejudice. For what 
inquire into, court in military phrase constituted Confessedly to 
To do this th^ ^^^^rmine, and punish the infractionof military orders, 
example wom^j ^^^t must act inrem as well as in perso^tam. A familiar 
given up, and. » if fbe commanding general orders all arms to be 
within the jujij ^^Ue citizen neglects or refuses to obey, would it not be 
act upon a j.j ?^ctionof a provost court, although its judgment should 
muskets? of property involving millions of dollars’worth of 

ff the act 

fraction of ^ j^^bt before the court, therefore, is alleged to be an in- 
Again, it is Saj^^^^tary order, it is determinable in a military court, 
holders of the K ^bat the court has not jurisdiction because the stock- 
their rights summoned in and made parties, and that 

true; but did ^i^tcrests will be affected by this decision. This is all 
against a banh'^ learned counsel for the bank ever hear of a suit 
unless it wa^ any court where the stockholders were summoned in, 
here? A cor^^^Sht to charge them individually, which is not the case 
by their acts through its authorized agents and is bound 

of want of su^^^ is to be charged upon notice to them. This objection 
of Louisiana ta power in the president and directors of the Bank 
which is only ^ Pay the depositor, Mr. Durand, in their own bills, 
bill-holder, ^hging the form of indebtedness from a depositor to a 
of their stockbo?^ the order of the provost court, without the consent 
when we would provoke a smile in a less serious discussion, 

leave of theij* that this same board of directors, without asking 

of its bullion Q, ^^kholders, when against law and right, put $3,000,000 
probably of their hands and out of the State, whence they will 

I am of th^" it again. 

court are unt-o^^^oiou that these objections to the jurisdiction of the 
The other o^.^ble. 

me, be dispo^^*!Motion, as to the merits of the decision, can, it seems to 
obeyed. It^ ^ of in a word. If the order is a proper one, it must be 
Durand is a ^J^^Priety cannot be discussed by me. It is admitted that 
money, treat^^^^^sitor in the bank of what the bank chose to take as 
the commutij^^ money, credited to him as money, nay forced upon 
bank shoul(j ^ money. He has not been paid his deposits. The 
the order him in specie. The decision following the letter of 

money. the bank may give him their own bills instead of 

is now the cr decision the bank has no cause to complain. Durand 
him their ^,^itor of the bank as a depositor. The decision makes 
complain Of, ^^toras a bill holder. In equity they have nothing to 
the laws of ba ^ may have, becausehe does not get his gold, to which by 
titled, laws of the State, and the United States he is en- 

He does 

^ ®eek to reverse the decision. Let it stand. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-Genend^ Commanding. 
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Headqttaetees Depaetment of the Gttlf, 

2^ew Orleans^ La., June —, 1862. 

In the matter of the appeal of W. K Mercer, president, and Auguste 
Montreuil, cashier, of tbe Bank of Louisiana, defendants, from the 
judgment of the provost court, upon the complaint of A. Durand, 
complainant. 


This is an application by the defendants, representing the bank, made 
to the general commanding, asking him to revise and set aside the 
judgment of the provost court made in favor of the plaintiff, Durand. 

It is based upon the legal theory that over all matters within garri¬ 
son, camp, and perhaps geographical military department wherein mar¬ 
tial law has been declared the power of the commanding general is 
absolute, and that, looking to him as the representative of the martial 
power of the government here, all applications for redress must be 
made when any wrong is supposed to have been done. This view being 
sound, as fkr as I can see, I have, with the best thought possible under 
the circumstances, re-examined the case and the reasons assigned for 
the appeal. 


Error is claimed on two grounds; First, that the provost court had 
no jurisdiction of the cause; and, second, that the judgment was not 
in accordance with the law which should govern its decision. 

The argument assumes that law to be General Orders, No. 30, and 
does not dispute the authority which made or the effect of that order, 
but contents itself with endeavoring to construe the order. 

The objection to the jtirisdiction of the court is put upon two grounds: ' 
Ist, that the provost eoiut has not jurisdiction of the subject-matter; 
2d, that the proper parties were not before it, so as to enable it to act 
with regs^d to the rights of those who were not summoned in the case. 

It is said that this question, beinio^ one of a vij:^lit of i)roj)erty, cannot 
be entertained by a court whicli only acts to puiiisli the infraction of 
military orders and police regulations. 

A technical answer to this objection, whicli is in the nature of a plea 
to the jurisdiction, would be tliat it docs not iipjiear this idea was i)ut 
m till after the heaiing upon the merits. 

It is a familiar rule that a party shall not be allowed to go into court 
and have a hearing on his case, take the chances of a decision in his 
favor, and then, if adverse, repudiate the eourt before which lie has 
and to whose judgment he has submitted Iiis cause. 

This rule has been held vm*y strictly, both as to jurisdiction over the 
subject-matter and the parties; but in a court wIktc no technical rules 
^ to work injustice a technieal answer is not snilicieiit. Of 
what then do the defendants complain The bank sa>s the court has 
made an order winch takes away the piojierty of tlie bank and gives it 
to another, and that the court has no power so to act. But is tliat so f 
is It not the commanding generaPs order which does that of whicli 
made? The bank nowhere complains that the general has 
not the power to make such an order, if in his judgment it becomes a 

some order on tiie subject-matter was so- 
i’ythefirstquestioii put to'liim upon entering 
them from fitbe provided for the peojde to save 
he n breud-nots. It has passed into history that 

es 9 ’^'^rency as a medium of circulation for thie pur- 

Cr/oreSfi it will be rememberetl that the 

bank now claims that it is exempted from tbe effects of this order be- 

military commander, in September last (there 
as no civil law for it), it was obliged to suspend specie pavmenta 
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against its will, and substitute Confederate notes for its daily currency 
instead of its own bills. This order was submitted to, if not with joy, at 
least not under protest, so far as I am informed. 

The order as well as the law of the land then is that the bank shall- 
pay its depositors in gold, silver coin, and United States Treasury 
notes, or its own bills. A citizen complains that this order of the* 
commanding general has not been obeyed to his prejudice. For what 
then is a provost court in military phrase constituted ? Confessedly to 
inquire into, determine, and punish the infractionof military orders. 
To do this the court must act inrem as well as in perso7iam. A familiar 
example would be, if the commanding general orders all arms to be 
given up, and some citizen neglects or refuses to obey, would it not be 
within the jurisdiction of a provost court, although its judgment should 
act upon a right of property involving millions of dollars’ worth of 
muskets? 

If the act brought before the court, therefore, is alleged to be an in- 
fraction of a military order, it is determinable in a military court. 
Again, it is said that the court has not jurisdiction because the stock¬ 
holders of the bank were not summoned in and made parties, and that 
their rights and interests will be afiected by this decision. This is all 
true; but did the learned counsel for the bank ever hear of a suit 
against a bank in any court where the stockholders were summoned in, 
unless it was sought to charge them individually, which is not the case 
here ? A corporation acts through its authorized agents and is bound 
by their acts, and is to be charged upon notice to them. This objection 
of want of sufficient power in the president and directors of the Bank 
of Louisiana to pay the depositor, Mr. Durand, in their own bills, 
which is only changing the form of indebtedness irom a depositor to a 
bill-holder, under the order of the provost court, without the consent 
of their stockholders, would provoke a smile in a less serious discussion, 
when we remember that this same board of directors, without asking 
leave of their stockholders, when against law and right, put $3,000,000 
of its bullion out of their hands and out of the State, whence they will 
probably never see it again. 

I am of the opinion that these objections to the jurisdiction of the 
court are untenable. 

The other objection, as to the merits of the decision, can, it seems to 
me, be disposed of in a word. If the order is a proper one, it must be 
obeyed. Its propriety cannot be discussed by me. It is admitted that 
Durand is a depositor in the bank of what the bank chose to take as 
money, treated as money, credited to him as money, nay forced upon 
the community as money. He has not been paid his deposits. The 
bank should pay him in specie. The decision following the letter of 
the order is that the bank may give him their own bills instead of 
money. Of that decision the bank has no cause to complain. Durand 
is now the creditor of the bank as a depositor. The decision makes 
him their creditor as a bill holder. In equity they have nothing to 
complain of. He may have, because he does not get his gold, to which by 
the laws of banking, laws of the State, and the United States he is en¬ 
titled. 

He does not seek to reverse the decision. Let it stand. 

BElSrj. F, BUTLEE, 
Major-Genei'ctl^ Commanding. 


[June 11, 1862.— For Butler to Secretary of State in reference to the 
Mexican consulate in New Orleans, see Series III, Vol. II.] 
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Healquajbtebs Depaetment ITo. 1, 0. S. A., 

Jackson^ Jfw., June 12,1862. 

Oomaixm)rN(x Officer, XJ. S. K., 

Mississippi Biver^ near Baton Bouge: 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose a copy of a letter received by the 
mayor of Eodney, notifying him in substance that if the vessels of the 
United States ISTavy are fired upon by our troops from or near the town 
vengeance will he taken upon the women and children, or, as the writer 
is pleased to term it, punishment for the ofifense will be visited upon 
the town,” and this, too, while declaring that we are not here to war 
upon unarmed or peaceable persons.” Where two nations* are at war 
it has been customary among civilized people to punish the offense ” 
of an attack of the armed forces of one upon those of the other by a 
combat with the attacking party. If such attack be made from a town 
the assaulting party is not entitied to, and so far as our troops are con¬ 
cerned does not claim, any immunity by reason of the presence of 
women and children. What we do claim, however, and insist upon, 
is that when your vessels or transports are fired into by our troops 
they shall not hasten to the nearest collection of unarmed and peace¬ 
able women and children and wreak their vengeance upon them, as 
was done lately at Grand Gulf by United States vessels in retaliation 
for an attack with which the town had nothing more to do than had 
the city of Saint Louis. 

My batteries are located at such points upon the river as are deemed 
best suite^l for the desired purposes and without reference to or con¬ 
nection with the people of the town. Should the site hapi^en to fall 
within a village, you of course are at liberty to return the fire. Should 
it be in the vicinity of one, however, the usages of civilized warfare do 
not justify its destruction, unless demanded by the necessities of attack 
or defense. 

I cannot bring myself to believe that the barbarous and cowardly 
policy indicated in the inclosed letter will meet with the approval of any 
officer of rank or standing in the United States Navy. 1 have therefore 
thought proper to transmit it to you under a flag of truce, with the 
confident expectation that you will direct those under your command 
to confine their offensive operations as far as possible to our troops, 
and forbid the wanton destruction of defenseless towns, filled with 
unoffending non-combatants, unless required by imperious military 
necessity. The practice of slaying women and children as an act of 
retaliation has happily fallen into disuse in this country with the dis¬ 
appearance of the Indian tribes, and I trust it will not be revived by 
the officers of the United States Navy, but that the demolition and 
pillage of the unoffending little village of Grand Gulf may be permitted 
to stand alone and without parallel upon record. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

M. LOVELL, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headqttaetees, 

Baton Bouge, La,, June 14,1862. 

GPhis paper is respectfully referred to the flag-ofBcer, and the officer 
bearing it is directed to wait till to-morrow morning outside our pickets 
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for an answer or no answer. I think the paper fiivolous and designed 
to make an investigation into our plans and an observance of our force. 

BespectfuUy, 

T. WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 

[Inclosnre.] 

United States Steamer Winona, 

Off Rodney 3/m., June 5,1862. 

Authorities of the Town of Eodnet: 

You are doubtless aware that the town of Grand Gulf was fired upon 
a short time since by some of tJie vessels of the United States Govern¬ 
ment as a punishment for permitting a battery to fire upon some of 
our transport steamers while passing down. I deem it my duty to 
inforru you that should any battery or artillery fire upon any of our 
vessels while passing up or down from or near the town of Eodney 
the punishment for the offense will be visited on^the town. We i-re 
not here to war upon unarmed or peaceable persons, and we would 
deprecate any event compelling us to fire upon the property of inoffen¬ 
sive people. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. T. NICHOLS, 

Lieutenant Commanding and Senior Officer Present, 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Neiv Orleans^ June 13, 1862. 

The return of the Citizens’ Bank to General Orders, No. 40, has been 
carefully examined, and the various claims set up by the bank to the 
funds in its hands weighed. 

. The report finds that there is to the credit of the Confederate States 
$219,090.94. This of course is due in prcesenti from the bank. The bank 
claims that it holds an equal amount of Confederate Treasury notes, 
and desires to set off those notes against the amount so due and paya¬ 
ble. This cannot be permitted. Many answers might be suggested to 
the claim; one or two are sufficient: 

Confederate States Treasury notes are not due till six months after 
the conclusion of a treaty of peace between the Confederate States and 
the United States. When that time comes it will be in season to set 
off such claims. Again, the United States being entitled to the credits 
due the Confederate States in the bank, that amount must be paid in 
money or valuable property. I cannot recognize the Confederate notes 
as either money or property. The bank having done so by receiving 
them, issuing them, banking upon them, loaning upon them, thus giving 
them credit to the injury of the United States, is estopped to deny their 
value. 

The ^Hinbox” belonging to an officer of the supposed Confederate 
States, being a special deposit, will be turned over in bulk, whether its 
contents are more or less valuable. The bank is responsible only for 
safe custody. 

The several deposits of the officers of the supposed Confederate 
States were received in the usual course of business; were doubtless 
some of them, perhaps largely, received in Confederate notes 5 but for 
the reason above stated can only be paid to the United States in its 
own constitutional currency. 
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These are in no sense of language special deposits. They were held 
in general account, went into the funds of the bank, were paid out in the 
discounts of the bank, and if called upon to-day for the identical notes 
put into the bank, which is the only idea of a special deposit, the bank 
would be utterly unable to produce them. 

As well might my private banker, with whom I have deposited my 
neighbor's check or draft as money, which has been received as money 
and paid out as money months afterward, when my neighbor has be¬ 
come bankrupt, buy up other of his checks and drafts at a discount and 
pay them to me instead of money upon the ground that I had made a 
special deposit. 

The respectability of the source from which this claim of the bank 
proceeds alone saves it from ridicule. 

The United States can in no form recognize any of the sequestrations 
or confiscation of the supposed Confederate States 5 therefore the ac¬ 
counts with the Bank of Kentucky will be made up, and all its prop¬ 
erty will be paid over and delivered as if such attempted confiscation 
had never been made. 

The result is therefore upon the showing of the bank by its return 
that there is due and payable to the Confederate States, and therefore 
now to be paid to the United States, the sums following: 


Confederate States Treasurer's account. ^>219,090 94 

Special accounts. 12,465 00 

Deposits by officers. 

J. M. Huger, receiver. 106,812 60 

G. M. Ward, receiver. 72,084 90 

J. C. Manning, receiver. 1,120 00 

M.L. Smith. 16,026 52 

S.Macklin. 6,814 57 

Eichaid. 497 30 


Total. 434,911 83 


This is the legal result to which the mind must arrive in this discus¬ 
sion ; but there are other considerations which may apply to the first 
item of the account. 

Only the notes of the Confederate States were deposited by tln^ Treas¬ 
urer in the bank, and by the order of the ruling authority then here 
the bank was obliged to receive them. 

In equity and good conscience the Confederate States could call for 
nothing more than they had compelled the bank to take. 

The United States succeed to rights of the Confederate States, and 
should only take that which the Confederate States ought to take. 
But the United States, not takiugor recognizing Confederate notes, can 
only leave them with the bank to bo held by it hereafter in s])ecial 
deposit as so much worthless paper. 

Therefore I must direct all the items but tlie first to be paid to iny 
order for the United States in gold, silver, or United States Treasury 
notes at once. The first item of $219,000.91 1 will refer to tlie lioinc 
Government for adjudication, and in the mean time the bank must hold 
as a special deposit the amount of Confederate Treasury notes above 
mentioned and a like amount in bullion to await the decision. 


Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. Depaetsieimt of the Gulf, 

^^ 0 . 98. ) New Orleans^ June 13, 1862. 

William M. Clary, late second officer of the United States steam- 
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transport Saxon, and Stanislaus Eoy, of New Orleans, on the night of 
the 11th of June instant, having forged a pretended authority of the 
major-general commanding, being armed, in company with other evil- 
disposed persons, under false names and in a pretended uniform of 
soldiers ot the United States, entered the house of a peaceable citizen, 
No. 93 Toulouse street, about the hour of 11 o’clock in the night-time, 
and then, in a pretended search for arms and treasonable correspond¬ 
ence, by virtue of such forged authority, plundered said house and stole 
therefrom $1,885 in current bank notes, one gold watch and chain, and 
one bosom-pin. 

This outrage was reported to the commanding general at 11 o’clock 
a. m. on this 12th day of June instant, and by his order Clary and Roy 
were detected and arrested on the same day, and brought before the 
commanding general at 1 o’clock p. m. of this day, when and where it 
appeared by uncontrovertible evidence that the facts above stated were 
true, and all material parts thereof were voluntarily confessed by Clary 
and Eoy. 

It further appeared that Clary and Eoy had before this occasion 
visited other houses of peaceable citizens in the night-time and for like 
purposes and under like false pretenses. 

Brass knuckles, burglar keys, and a portion of the stolen property, 
and other property stolen from other parties, were found upon the 
person of Eoy and in his lodgings. Whereupon, after a full hearing of 
the defense of Clary and Eoy and due consideration of the evidence, it 
was ordered by the commanding general that William M, Clary and 
Stanislaus Eoy, for their offenses, be punished by being hanged by the 
neck until they are dead, and this sentence be executed upon them 
and each of them between the hours of 8 o’clock a. m. and 12 m. on 
Monday, the 16th clay of June instant, at or near the parish prison, in 
the city of New Orleans. 

The provost-marshal will cause said sentence to be executed, and for 
so doing this order will be his sufficient warrant. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department op the Gulp, 

No. 99. I JS'eic Orleans^ June 14, 1862. 

The commanding general, desiring to test the vigilance, alertness 
activity, and efficiency of his troops stationed in the city, unexpectedly 
caused" the assembly to be beaten at half past 10 o’clock last evening. 
Tlie general was much gratified at the prompt manner in which all 
the troops performed their appropriate duties. In ten minutes eveiy 
corps had either reported for orders or was on its march to its station. 
Soldiers, your behavior in New Orleans has been admirable. Notwith¬ 
standing the temptations of a great cit}’, so as to present such disci- 
phned efficiency is the highest exhibition of soldierly qualities. You 
have done more than win a great battle. You have conquered your¬ 
selves. You have convinced the peo])le of New Orleans that you are 
worthy of the flag you bear in triumph. He is more of a coward who 
yields to his own weakness than lie who surrenders to an enemy. Go 
on as you have begun, true to your New England trainings and her 
religious influences, showing the men and women of the South that 



478 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap. XSYTL 

where our hayonets are there are peace and liberty, safety and order, 
under the law. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain a/nd Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. DEPAETiyiENT of the Gulf, 

^o. 193 . ) New Orleans^ June 14, 1862. 

Theodore Liel^ of l^ew Orleans; George William Oraig^ late first ofl- 
cer of the ship City of New York, and Frank Newton, late private iu 
the Thirteenth Eegiment Connecticut Volunteers, upon their own con¬ 
fession and clear proof, after a full hearing, were convicted of being 
members of an organized gang of thieves, consisting of seven or more, 
of which William M. Clary and Stanislaus Eoy, mentioned in Special, 
Orders, No. 98, and now under sentence of death, were principals, bound 
together by an oath or obligation, engaged, by means of a forged author¬ 
ity and false uniforms, in robbing the houses of divers peaceable citizens 
of their moneys, watches, jewelry, and valuables, under pretense of 
searching for arms and articles contraband of war, must sufier the 
proper penalty. 

At least eight houses, as appears by their confession, were plundered 
by three or more of their gang, while others were watching without, at 
various times, and a large amount of property carried off. A large por¬ 
tion has been since recovered. 

The heinousness of their offense is heightened by the contempt and 
disgrace brought upon the uniform, authority, and flag of the Gnited 
States by their fraudulent acts in making it cover their nefarious prac¬ 
tices, and renders them peculiarly the subjects of prompt and condign 
punishment. 

It is therefore ordered that George William Craig and Frank Newton, 
for these offenses as aforesaid, be hanged by the neck until they and 
each of them are dead, and that this sentence be executed upon them 
at or near the parish prison, in the city of New Orleans, on Monday, the 
16th day of June instant, between the hours of G a. m. and 12 m., under 
the direction of the provost-marshal, and for so doing this shall be his 
sufficient warrant. 

Theodore Lieb, being a youth of eighteen years, only in consideration 
of his tender years, has his punishment commuted to confineinent at 
hard labor on the fortifications at Ship Island, or the nearest military 
post, during the pleasure of the President of the United States. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Gajptain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- Oenei'aL 


Headquaetees Depaetment of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La., June 17, 1862, 


Hon. E. M. Stantton, 

Secretary of War: 


The fleet are still at Baton Eouge and were to start to-day for Vicks¬ 
burg. Brigadier-General Williams has charge of the land forces, and 



Chap. XXVn.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—^UNION. 479 

will take four regiments and ten pieces of artillery, leaving two at Baton 
Eouge, La. 

The mode of attack is the one I indicated in my last dispatch by means 
of a cut-off. I inclose a plan of the operation.'*' The cut-off will be IJ 
miles, through soft ground; may be made 6 feet wide and 4 deep by a 
regiment in two days, and then the water will make a gunboat channel 
through in three days. Fo time has been lost, as the water still covers 
the whole point. This city yet continues to be healthy. I am using all 
my endeavors to have it cleansed and at the same time feeding the 
poor. 

At the opening of the port, Havana receiving the news first, there 
was an immediate clearance thence of vessels for Hew Orleans. But 
the yellow fever is at Havana, so that I must maintain strict quaran¬ 
tine. The desire of forestalling the market makes all the vessels very 
uneasy under quarantine regulations, so that I have aU manner of com¬ 
plaint and trouble with the foreign consuls representing their country¬ 
men in that regard, but I shall maintain quarantine at aU hazards. 

I inclose herewith some correspondence with the supposed consul of 
Great Britain upon the subject of my General Orders, Ho. 41, which I 
also submit herewith, and also a protest received from the several con¬ 
suls whose names are attached, with my reply. The truth is, as a rule, 
all the consuls, with perhaps the exception of the French consul, have 
aided the rebellion by every means, and specially by giving means of 
transferring the Confederate funds to Europe and buying arms and 
ammunition.t 

I inclose also copies of correspondence in regard to certain sugars of 
Mr. Covas, which relate to this subject, which wiU be sufficiently explicit 
in itself4 

I also inclose R^glements de la Legion Fran 9 aise, form^e a la Hou- 
velle Orleans, le 26 avril, 1861,’^ and commend to your special attention 
the contents of pages 3, 4,6,18, 19,20, and specially the oath of officers 
upon the 22d page. 

That Legion existed in organization up to the time of our entering the 
city. 

The oath to support, protect, and maintain the Constitution of the 
Confederate States stamps it as gross a breach of neutrality as was 
ever committed. It is no answer that it was to be clone only in Hew 
Orleans, because there was the vital heart of the rebellion. 

This act was known to and api)roYed by the French consul. The 
other foreigners each made similar organizations, and the whole resulted 
in a European brigade, upon which the Conlederates depended for a 
defense of the city against miqves agresseiirs in the guerre immuiente a 
Abraham Lincoln.” 

I would recommend that the exequatur of each and every one of these 
consuls be withdrawn, and that the Government they represent be told 
that they must find men here not criminal toward us to lepresent their 
commercial interests. 

There is as yet no strength of Union action or courage here which 
could or would protect itself one moment. 

I am remonstrated with every day upon the small force I have kept 
here. I have no fears, but you see the inference as to Union strength 

* Not found. 

t Inclosures other than General Orders, No. 41, -smU be ])iiiited in Series III, Vol. II. 

t The inclosiires: Coppell, Mejan, and Benacbi to Butler, June 11; his reply of June 
12; Coppell to Butler, j'niie 14; Coppell, June 11; Callejou, Mejan, Dej- 

noodt, Benacbi, Lanatii, Teiyagh j . ot June, and Butler^h reply of June 16. 

(See Senes 111, ^ oJ. II.) 
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and plnct. I’he very life and sonl seems to have hfeen crashed out of 
the Union men, and at this day there is not a Union flag flying over a 
single private dwelling in Kew Orleans, an'd that too not from want of 
inclination, hut from a certain undefined fear that the city will at some 
future time be given over to its former domestic rulers by the withdrawal 
of the forces of the United States, and that the knife and the pistol will 
do the work of avenging the Confederacy. 

I would call attention again to my remarks as to the necessity of more 
troops to occupy the various points necessary. The extent of country is 
fearftilin its ramifications of bayous and rivers, with an entirely hostile 
population. There are none left for operations in the field after we take 
and occupy Vicksburg. 

I would also call attention to the suggestion made in my last as to 
.the effect of a political amnesty. 

Trusting that my services have met the approval of the Department, 
]I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEUJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-Qetieral, Commanding. 


flnolosure Ko. 1.} 

Siglements de la LSgion Frangaise formie ct la Nomelle OrlSanSj le 26 

d?avril, 1861. 

[Bxtraits flu Code Civil.] 

Livee Peemier—Titbe Peemiee. 

10. Tout enfant n6 d^un Fran^ais en pays stranger est FranQais. 

Tout enfant n6, en pays stranger, d^un Franfiiis qui aurait perdu la 
quality deFran 9 aiS 5 pourra toujours recouvrer cetle qualit6, en remplis- 
sant les foimalites prescrites par Particle 9, G. 20, 47 et 48. 

12 . L’4trangfere qui aura 6pous6 un Frangais suivra la condition de sou 
mari. 

17. La qualit6 de Fran 9 ais se perdra: 1® par la naturalisation en pays 
stranger; 2® par Pacceptatiou, non autoris6e par PEmpereur, defonc- 
tions publiques conf6r6es par un gouvernement stranger j 3® enfin par 
tout 6tablissement fait en pays Stranger, sans esprit do retour. 

Les 6tablissement8 de commerce ne pourront jamais etre (*onsid6r6s 
comme ayant fails sans esprit do retour. 

21. Le Frangais qui, sans autorisation de PEmpereur, jirendrait dii serv¬ 
ice cbez ]^6traugor, ou s’affilierait une corporation inilitairo ^itraiig^re 
perdra sa qualitd de Fraugais. II ne pourra rentrer eii France qu^ivoc 
Pautorisation de PEmpereur, et recouvrer la quality do Frangais qiPeii 
^remplissant les conditions imi)os6es 4 Petranger pour devenir citoyeri; 
le tout sans prejudice des peines pronouc4es par la loi criminellc centre 
lies Frangais qui ont port6, ou porteroiit, les armes centre lour patrio. 

jBdglemmts de la Ligion Frangaise formie a la Fomelle Orleans le 26 

Wavril^ 1861. 

Tar ordre du chef de bataillon commandant la Ldgion Frangaise et 
•dans Pint^rfet du service, ont ^t6 rddig^s le pr6anibule et les r^glements 
suivants qui doivent r^gir la dite legion aussitdt qu’ils auront dt6 
adopt6s par les membres qui la composent. 
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pe:6ambule, 

Oonsid^rant: 

1®. Que la dissolation de PTJnion Am6ricaine est un fait accompli. 

2 ®. Qu’il y a aujourd’hui dans ce pays deux confederations bien dis- 
tinctes, savoir; la Confederation des Etats du Sud et celle dite des 
fitats-Unis du ^oxd. 

3®. Que Tat/titude hostile du H^'ord envers le Sud et les proclamations 
d’Abraham Lincoln, President des iStats du Kord, sont des indices non 
equivoques d’ane guerre imminente. 

4 ®. Qu’un Fran 9 ais ne doit jamais oublier que la devise de la France 
. est ‘^Honneur et Patriej” que cette devise impose k tons ses enfants 
Pobligation de protester centre Poppression et de faire au moins des 
vceux pour le triomphe de la noble politique inauguree par PEmpereur 
Napoleon III, et dont le but est de defendre la cause des nationalites et 
le droit de chaque peuple de se gouvemer comme il Pentend. 

5 ®. Que si, malgreieurs sympathies pour la cause du Sud, les citoyens 
fran§ais n’ont pas, comme tels, le droit de s’immiscer directement et 
activement dans une guerre qu’ils deplorent, mais k laquelle ils doivent 
rester politiquement etrangers, ils regardent, neanmoins, comme un de¬ 
voir sacre, et ils ont le droit incontestable de payer de leurs personnes 
pour d4fendre contre d^iniques agresseurs leurs families, leurs foyers et 
la viile qui leur donne Phospitalit^. 

En consequence, les citoyens fran 9 ais, non naturalises, demeurant k 
la Nouvelle Orleans, ont resolu de se former en compagnies militaires 
pour la defense de la ville exclusivement. 

Les dites compagnies seront soumises aux reglements suivants, savoir: 

Ohapitre Premier. 

DE LA FORMATION. 

Article I. Les citoyens fran 9 ais non naturalises, residant k la 
Nouvelle Orleans, forment, k partir du 26 avril, 1861, une organisation 
militaire que proud le nom de Legion FraD 9 aise, laquelle se compose 
actuellement (Pun bataillon; cette creation a lieu dans un but de secours 
mutnel et pour defendre la dite ville centre toute agression. 

Art. II. Les Fraucais couiposaiit la legion declarent et proejament 
qu’ils se coiisideient tons (joiuine Mres, entauts de la meme mere; quails 
veiileut oublier leurs griefs personnels, r(3els on suppos(§s, s^il y en a, et 
qu’ils ii’ont qu’un coiiir, ([U ul tete, qu’un bras pour se defendre mutuelle- 
ment, (iifuu but; repousser Peiineini coiiimiin. 

Art. hi. La ]>olitique et la religion f^tant des causes de disc-orde, les 
discuhsions auxquelles dies doiineut lieu sont formellement interdites k 
la caserne et sous Punifornie. Quiconque oublierait la rdseive que lui 
imposeui: la tolerance due a tons et la defense ci-dessus meutionnee, 
recevra un avertissement pour la premiere fois; cii cas de rdcidive, le 
dfdiiiquant sera, demissionnaire et, comme tel, rave des con- 

troles. Le present article e^t applicable k toms It‘S 3 )ertuil)ateurs. 

Art. iV. Nul ne sera admis a faire partie de la legion, s'il n'est 
citoyen fraii 9 ais non naturalist, sauf toutefois, le ebiuirgien-major, 
son aide, le chef de miisique, et les musiciens. L’adniission ou le rejet 
d’uu postulant est laiss(3 au 'eapitaine et aux ohiciers de chaque com- 
pagnie. Le postulant, avant de devenir membre dhine compagnie, devra 
prendre coniiaissance des rtglements qui rtgissent la Itgion, s’engager 
k les observer scriipuleusement, k obtir a ses supe:rieurs et k prtter le 
eerment suivant. 

31 R R—YOL XV 
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SEEMBNT. 

1. Je declare et j’aflarme sur Phonneiir que je suis citoyen frangais 
non naturalist. 

2. Je jure et promets soumission passive ^ la constitution et aux 
rfeglements, obtissance et dtftrence A mes suptrieurs, courtoisie et bien- 
veillance envers mes tgaux et mes inltrieurs. 

3. Je jure d^ttre fidfele au drapeau. 

La premitre partie du serment ne sera pas applicable au chirurgien- 
major, A son aide, au chef de musique et aux musfciens, s’ils ne sent pas 
Fran9ais.* 

####*# * 

Brevets des officiers.-^-jStat de la Louisiane^ j[}ar Thomas Overton Moore^ 
gouverneur de VJ^tat de la Louisiane^ et commandant en chef les milices 
dudit ^tat, 

Au nom et sous Pautoritt de Pfitat de la Louisiane. 

Savoir: faisons que-ayant ttt dument et Itgalenient tin 

__ de la Ltgion Fran 9 aise, premitre division de la milice de PEtat 

de la Louisiane: 

Je le nomme-comme il est dit ci-dessus et je lui eu remets 

le brevet pour, par lui, prendre rang, comme tel, ^ partir du 4:^^^ jour 
dejuin, 1861. 

n sera tenu, en consequence, de remplir soigneusement et exactement 
tons les devoirs de son grade et, de faire exteuter tout ce qui sera de 
son ressort. 

Et j’enjoins particulitrement tons les officiers, sous-oificiors, et sol- 

dats sous ses ordres et je les requiers de lui obtir comme ^ leur- 

II devra obtir et se conformer ^ tels ordres et instructions qu’il pourra 
tventuellement recevoir de moi ou du gouverneur futur de PEtat de- 
la Louisiane ou auties ofiSciers sui)(3rieurs, en vertu des regies et or 
donnances de guerre et conformtment a la loi. (lette legion ne sera 
tenue de servir que dans les limites de la ville dela Nouvclle Orleans, 
conformdment A, Poffre qui en a 6t6 faite au comjiiandant en clief 
En foi de quoi j’ai dtlivrd les prtseiiles lettres patentes et les ai fait 
sceller du sceau de PEtat. 

Donne sous ma signature eii la ville de Baton Eoiige le qualritino 
jour dejuin de Pan de IST. S. mil huit cent soixaute-uu. 

THO. O. MOOEE. 

Par le gouverneur : 
r , P. D. Hardey, 

L ‘ 'J SeerStaire de VMat, 

Serment que doivent ])reter tons les officiers dc la Legion Frajigaise, 

Etat de la Louisiane, • 

Paroisse de la Wouvelle Orleans : 

Je,---Jure solennellemeut de remplir, autant qu’il sera en 

nioi, les devoirs de-de la Ltgion Fran 9 aise et je promets do sou- 

teuir, de maintenir et de ddfendre la constitution de PEtat et oellc des 
Etats Coufed4r6s. Que Dieu me soit en aide. 

Assert^ment et signd devant moi. 


Details of organization, discipline, &c., omitted. 
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Legion Frangaise^pour la mile de la N'ouvelle OrleanSj £tat de la Louisiane. 

Les soussign^s, sujets ficangais, demeurant ea la ville de la Xouvelle 
Orleans, s’dtaat r6unis pour former nne legion qui prend le uom de 

Legion Frangaise,” et s’^tant mis ^ la disposition clu gouverneur de 
ri5tat pour servir activement dans la ville de la Kouvelle Orleans^ con- 
Tiennent quo Tengagement suivant sera signe eu double expedition par 
tons les membres de la dite Idgion—uue expedition sera euvoyee a 
Padjudant-g^n^ral de PFtat, Pautre sera deposee aux archives de la le¬ 
gion: 

Nous, soussign^s, officiers, sous-ofi&ciers et soldats de la 
compagnie, tons s.ujets frangais, promettons par le ])reseiit aussitot (pie 
nos officiers auront regu leurs brevets, de nous teuir prets a ob^ir, eu 
tout temps, aux ordres du gouverneur de Pfitat de la Louisiane et de 
nos officiers sup6rieurs, nous engageant ^ prendre du service actif, 
lorsque nous en serons requis, dans les liinites de la ville de la Fouvelle 
Orleans, 


[Inclosnre No. 2.] 

General Orders, \ Hdqrs. Depart^^ient op the Gulf, 

1:^0. 41. f F'ew Orleans, June 10, 1SC2. 

The Constitution and laws of the United States require that all mili¬ 
tary, civil, judicial, executive, and legislative officers of the United 
States and of the several States shall take an oath to support the Con¬ 
stitution and laws. If a person desires to serve the United States, or 
to receive special profit from a protection from the United States, he 
should take upon himself the corresponding obligation. This oath will 
not be, as it has never been, forced upon any. It is too sacred an obliga¬ 
tion, too exalted in its tenure, and brings with it too many benefits and 
privileges to be profaned by unwilling lip-service. It enables its re¬ 
cipient to say, I am an American citizen,’’ the highest title known, savi‘ 
that of him who can say with Saint Paul, was free born,” and have 
never renounced that ITeedom. 

Judges, justices, sheriffs, attorneys, notaries, and all office's of the 
law wimtever, and all persons who have ever been or who have ever 
(ihiimed to be citizens of the United States in this de]jartmeiif, who 
therefore exercise any office, hold any place of trust or calling whatever, 
which calls for the doing of any legal act whatever, or for the doing of 
any act, judicial or administrative, which shall or may affect any othei* 
person than the actor, must take and subscribe the following oath : 

Ido soloiuiily swoar (or aflirni) that I will hear tino faith ami alloniaiu to 
Umted States of America and ^ ill support the Uoiistitulioii thereof. 

All acts, doings, deeds, iuslruments, records, or ceitificati^^, certituMl 
cj* attested by, and transactions done, iierlbrmed. or.made by, any of 
the persons above described, from and after the loth da\ of June in¬ 
stant, who shall not liiiAX* taken and subscribed such oath, are ^ uid and 
of no effect. It having become necessary, in thcJudgmeiiT of the com¬ 
manding general, as a ‘‘public exigency,” to disringiiisli tho.se vho aie 
well-disi)Osed toward the Governimiit of the United States from those 
who still hold allegiance to the Uoufedcrutc btates, and ample lime 
having been given to all citizens for rellection upon this subject, and 
full protection to person and property of every law-abiding citizen 
having been afforded, according to the terms of the i>roclamatiou of 
May 1: 
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Be it further ordered, that all persons ever heretofore citizens of the 
United States asking or receiving any favor, protection, privilege, 
passport, or to have money paid them, property or other valuable thing 
whatever delivered to them, or any benefit of the power of the United 
States extended to them, except protection from personal violence, 
must take and subscribe the oath above specified before their request 
can be heard or any act done in their favor by any officer of the United 
States within this department. And for this purpose all persons shall 
be deemed to have been citizens of the United States who shall have 
been residents therein for the space of five years and upward, and, if 
foreign bom, shall not have claimed and received a protection of their 
Government, duly signed and registered by the proper officer, more than 
sixty days previous to the publication of this order. It having come 
to the knowledge of the commanding general that many persons resi¬ 
dent within this department have heretofore been aiding rebellion by 
furnishing arms and munitions of war, running the blockade, giving in¬ 
formation, concealing- property, and abetting by other ways the so- 
called Confederate States, in violation of the laws of neutrality imposed 
upon them by their sovereigns as well as the laws of the United States, 
and that a less number are still so engaged, it is therefore ordered 
that aU foreigners claiming any of the privileges of American citi¬ 
zens or protection or favor from the Government of th(‘ United States 
(except protection from personal violence) shall previously take and 
subscribe an oath in the form following: 

- ^ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that so long as my Governmout re¬ 
mains at peace with the United States I do no art, or coiibcui that any ho done, or 
conceal any that has been or is about to he done, that shall aid or comfort any of the 
enemies or opposers of the United States whatever. 

i'^uhjici of -. 

At the city hall, at the provost court, at the provost-marshars office, 
and at the several police stations books will be opened ami a i)ropcr 
officer will be present to administer the proper oaths to any p(‘rsoii de¬ 
siring to take the same and to witness the subscription ol' the same by 
the party taking it. Such officer will furnish to each i)erM)n so takii/g 
and subscribing a certificate in form following: 

DnrAnTMHNT or titk Gulk, 

yew OrUans^ -, i8()2. 

-has taken and subscribed the oath requiicd hv GciwmmI Oid^rs, No. 41, 

for a-of-. 


By command of Major-General Butler: 

K. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Ansintant Adjutant General. 


United States Flag-Suip IJAjrjEoiiD, 

Baton Rouge^ La.^ June 17, 1802. 

Mf\j. Gen. Mansfield Lovell, 

Commanding Confederate States Troops, Jaclison, ]\[iss.: 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your comnniuicatioii of 
the 12th instant, together with its inclosuro, in which you are i)l(‘ased 
to say that vengeance will be visited upon the women and children of 
Eodney if our vessels are fired upou from the town. Although 1 find 
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110 such language contained in tlie letter of Lieutenant Commanding 
Xicliols^ or even any from which such inference might he drawn, still 
I shall meet your general remark on your own terms. You say you 
locate your batteries at such points on the river as are deemed best 
siiitedy &c., without reference to the people of the town, and claim no 
immunity for your troops. Now, therefore, the violation is with you. 
You choose your own time and place for the attack upon our defense¬ 
less people, and should therefore see that the innocent and defenseless 
of your own people are out of the way before you make the attack; 
for rest assured that the fire will be returned, and we will not hold our¬ 
selves answerable for the death of the innocent. If we have ever fired 
upon your ‘‘women and children” it was done here at Baton Eouge, 
where an attempt was made to kill one of our officers landing in a 
small boat manned with four boys. They were, when in the act of 
landing, mostly wounded by the "fire of some 30 or 40 horsemen, who 
chivalrously galloped out of the town, leaving the women and children 
to bear the brunt of our vengeance. At Grand Gulf also our transports 
were fired upon in passing, which caused the place to be shelled—with 
what effect I know not; but I do know that the fate of a town is at all 
times in the hands of the military commandant who may at pleasure 
draw the enemy’s fire upon it, and the community be made to suffer for 
the act of its military. 

The only instance I have known where the language of your letter 
could possibly apply took place at New Orleans on the day we passed 
up in front of the city, while it was still in your possession, by your 
soldiers firing on the crowd. I trust, however, that the time is past 
when women and children will be subjected by their military men to 
the horroi’S of war; it is enough for them to be subjected to the inci¬ 
dental inconveniences, privations, and sufferings. If any such things 
have occurred as the slaying of women and children or innocent people 
I feel well assured that it was caused by the act of your military and 
much against the will of our officers ; for, as Lieutenant Commanding 
Nichols informs the mayor, we war not against defenseless persons, but 
against those in open rebellion against our couiitiy, and desire to limit 
our punishment to them, though it may not always be in our power to 
do so. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. G. FAKEAGUT, 

Flag-Officer^ Comdg. Western Qidf Bloclkading Squadron. 


Headquakters Depart^ient (jf the Gulf, 

Kew Orleans^ La , Jinte 18, 1802. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of irur; 

Sir : Since my last dispatch was written I have ivedvtd the accom- 
Xjanying report ironi General Phelps. It is not my duty to enter into 
a discussion of the question which it ])resents. I d(\sire, however, to 
state the information of Mr. Lablanehe, given me 1>> his friends and 
neighbors, and also gathered from Jack Lablanehe, bis skive, who seems 
to be the leader of this party of negroes. Air. Lablanehe 1 have not 
seen; he, however, claims to be loyal and to have taken no part in the 
war, but to have been quietly on his ])lantation, some 12 miles above 
New Orleans, on the opposite side of the river. He has a son in the 
secession armv, whose uniform and eouinmeuts, are the “symbols 
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of secession of whicli General Phelps speaks. Mr. Lablanche’s house 
was searched by the order of General Phelps for arms and contraband 
of war, and his neighbors say that his negroes were told that they were 
free if they would come to the generaPs camp; that thereupon the 
negroes, under the lead of Jack, determined to .leave, and for that 
purpose crowded into a small boat, which from overloading wOiS in 
danger of swamping. Lablanche then told his negroes that if they 
were determined to go they would be drowned in that boat, and 
he would hire them a large boat to put them across the river, and 
that they might have their furniture if they would go and leave his 
plantation and crops to ruin. They decided to go, and Lablanche did 
all a man could to make that going safe. The account of General 
Phelps is the negro side of the story; that above given is the story of 
Mr. Lablanche^s neighbors, some of whom I know to be loyal men. 
An order against negroes being allowed in camp is the reason that they 
are outside. Mr. Lablanche is represented to be a humane man, and 
did not consent to the exodus of his negroes. General Phelps, I 
believe, intends making this a test case for the policy of the Govern¬ 
ment. I wish it might be so, for the diflerence of our action upon this 
subject is a source of trouble. I respect his honest sincerity of opin¬ 
ion, but I am a soldier, bound to carry out the wislies of* my Govern¬ 
ment so long as I hold its commission, and I understand that policy to 
be the one I am pursuing. I do not feel at liberty to pursue any other. 
If the policy of the Government is nearly that I sketched In my report 
upon this subject as that which I had ordered in this department, then 
the services of General Phelps are worse than useless hero. Jf the 
views set forth in his report are to obtain, then he is invaluable, for his 
whole soul is in it, and he is a good soldier, of large experience, and no 
braver man lives. I beg to leave the whole question with th(‘ Presi¬ 
dent, with perhaps the needless assurance that his wislics shall be 
loyally followed even if not in accordance with my own, as I have now 
no right to have auy upon the subject. I write in haste, ius the steamer 
Mississippi is waiting this dispatch. 

Awaiting the earliest possible instructions, I liave th<‘ lionor to be, 
your most obedient servant, 

BENJ. E. lilJTLEP, 
Major-GeneniJj Commanding. 


[Incloenre.l 


Oamp Parapiot, 

Near Carrollton^ La.^Jane It), IStlli. 


Capt. E. S. Davis, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General., New Orleans., La.: 

Sir: *I inclose herewith, for tlie information oftlu^ ni.i joi*-g(‘ii(‘ral com- 
nianding the department, a re])ort of Major I V<*k, ollictM' of I Ii<‘ day, con¬ 
cerning a large number of negroes of both s(‘X(ss and all agi‘s who ar(‘ 
lying near our pickets v.ith bag and baggage as if they had aln‘a<ly 
commenced an exodus. Many of these negroes liavc been s{‘nt away 
from one of the neigliboiiiig sugar plantations by their owma*, a Mr. 
Babbillard Lablanche, who tells tbeni, lam iidbrnuMl, that the Van- 
kees are king here now, and that they must go to tiieir king for food and 
shelter.” They are of that four millions of our colored sul)j(*ets wlio 
have no chief or king, nor in fact goverinnent, that can seemv to them 
the simplest natural rights. Tiiey cannot even be entered into treaty 
stipulation with and deported to the Ea^^fc. as our Indian tribes bav’-e l>een 
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to the West. They have no right to the mediation of justice of the 
peace or jury between them and chains and lashes, they have no 
right to wages for their labor; no right to the Sabbath; no right to the 
institution of marriage; no right to letters or to self-defense. A small 
class of owners, rendered unfeeling and even unconscious and unre¬ 
flecting by habit, and a large part of them ignorant and vicious, stand 
between them and their Government, destroying its sovereignty. This 
Government has not the power even to regulate the number ot* lashes 
that its subjects may receive. It cannot say that they shall receive 
thirty-nine instead of forty. To a large and growing class of its sub¬ 
jects it can secure neither justice, moderation, nor the advantages of 
the Christian religion; and if it cannot protect all its subjects it can 
protect none, either white or black. 

It is nearly a hundred years since our people first declared to the 
nations of the world that all men are born free, and still we have not 
made our declaration good. Highly revolutionary means have since 
then been adopted by the admission of Missouri and the annexation of 
Texas in favor of slavery by the barest majority of votes, while the 
highly conservative vote of two-thirds has at length been attained 
against slavery, and still slavery exists—even, moreover, although two- 
thirds of the blood in the veins of our slaves is from our own race. If 
we wait for a larger vote, or till our slaves’ blood becomes more con- 
sanguined still with our own, the danger of a violent revolution, over 
which we can have no control, must become more imminent every day. 

By a course of undecided action, determined by no policy but the 
vague will of a war-distracted people, we run the lisk of precipitating 
that very revolutionary violence which we seem seeking to avoid. 

Let us regard for a moment the elements of such a revolution. Many 
of Ihe slaves here have been sold away from the border States as a 
punishment, being too refractory to be dealt with there in the face of 
the civilization of the North. They come here with a knowledge of the 
Christian religion, with its germs planted and expanding as it were in 
the dark, rich soil of their African nature, with a feeling of relationship 
with the families from which they came, and with a sense of unmerited 
banishment, as culprits—all of which tends to bring upon them a 
greater severity of treatment and a corresponding disinclination “to 
receive punishment.” They are far superior beings to their ancestors, 
who were brought from Africa two generations ago, and who occasion¬ 
ally rebelled against comparatively less severe punishment than is 
inflicted now. While rising in the scale of Christian beings tlioii treat- 
iiKuit is b(Mng rendered more severe than ever. The whip, tlie ('hains, 
the stocks, and imiu'isonmeiits are no mere fancies here; they arc iwed 
to an.^ extent to which the imagination of civilized man ina> reach. 
Many of them are as intelligent as their masters and far iiioie inoiu]; 
for wlulc tlie slave appeals to the moral law as his vimlicatloii, chiigiug 
to it as to the very horns of the altar of his safety and his Hope, the 
master seldom hesitates to wrest him from it with violenct* aihd con- 
tem])t. The sla\e, it is true, bears no resentment; lie asks for no pun¬ 
ishment for his master; he simply claims justice for himselt; and it is 
this feature of Ids condition that promises more terror to the retribu¬ 
tion when it comes. Even now the whites stand accused by their 
oppression of humanity, being subject to a degree of confusion, chaos, 
and enslavement to error and wrong which Northern society could not 
(iredit or comprehend. 

Added to the four millions of the colored race, whose disaffection is 
increasing* even more rapidly than their numbers, there are at least 
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four millions more of the white race whose ^vowing miseries will nat¬ 
urally seek companionship with those of the blacks. This latter portion 
of Southern society has its representatives, who swing from the scaffold 
with the same desperate coolness, though Irom a directly different 
cause, as that which was manifested by John Brown. The traitor 
Mumford, who swung the other day for trampling on the national flag, 
had been rendered perfectly placid and indifferent in his desperation 
by a Government that either could not or would not secure to its sub¬ 
jects the blessings of liberty which that flag imports. 

The South cries for justice from the Government as well as the North, 
though in a proud and resentful spirit; and in what manner is that 
justice to be obtained? Is it to be secured by that wretched resource 
of a set of profligate politicians called ^‘reconstructionNo; it is to 
be obtained by the abolition of slavery, and by no other course. 

It is vain to deny that the slave system of labor is giving shape to 
the government of the society where it exists, and that that govern¬ 
ment is not republican either in form or spirit. It was through this 
system that the leading conspirators sought to fasten upon the people 
an aristocracy or a despotism; and it is not sufficient that they should 
be merely defeated in their object and the country bo rid of their re¬ 
bellion, for by our Constitution we are imperatively obliged to sustain 
the States against the ambition of unprincipled leaders and secure to 
them the republican form of government. 

We have positive duties to perform, aud should hence adopt and pur¬ 
sue a positive, decided policy. We have services to render to certaiu 
States which they cannot perform for themselves. Wo are in an emer- 
g'ency which the framers of the Constitution might have easily for<^seen 
and for which they have amply provided. 

It is clear that the public good recpiires slavery to be abolished; but 
in what manner is it to be done? The mere quiet operation of Congres¬ 
sional law cannot deal with slavery as in its former status beforci tlie 
war, because the spirit of law is right reason, and there i.s no n^ason in 
slavery. A system so unreasonable as slavery cannot l)t‘ r(‘gula(ed by 
reason. Wo can hardly expect the States to adoi)t laws or in(^asur(*s 
against their own immediate interests. Wo liavc seen that lluy will 
rather find arguments for crime than seek measures for abolishing oi- 
modifying slavery. But th(u*e is one prinei])lo wliieli is fully reeog 
niised as a necessity in conditions like ours, and that is that the i)ul)]i(‘, 
safety is the supreme law of the state, and that amidst tin* clash of arms 
the laws of peace arc silent. 

It is then for our President, theCommander-in-Ohief of our Armies, tw 
declare the abolition of slavery, leaving it to the wisdom of Coiigr^iss to 
adopt measures to meet the consequences. This is the usual course 
l)ursuedby a general or by military power. That ])o\ver giv(\s orders 
affecting complicated interests and millions of ]>ro]>(wty, lea\ing it to 
the other functions of govcrinnent. to adjust and r(‘gulat(‘ the effects 
produced. Let the President abolish slavery, and it wt)iild he an eas,\ 
matter for Congress, through a well-regulated system of api^renliceship, 
to adopt safe measures for eflectiiig a gradual transition from slavrny 
to freedom. The existing system of labor in Louisiana is unsuited to 
the age, and by the intrusion of the national forces it s(‘eins falling to 
pieces. It is a system of mutual jealousy and sus])icion between the 
master and the man, a system of violence, immorality, and vice. The 
fugitive negro tells us that our presence renders his condition worse 
wth his master than it was before, and that we oiler no alleviation in 
return. The system is impolitic, because it offers hut 
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labor and effort, viz, tbe lasb, when another, viz, money, mi'ght.be added 
•with good effect. Pear and the other low and bad qualities of the slave 
are appealed to, but never the good. The relation therefore between 
capital and labor, which ought to be generous and confiding, is dark¬ 
ling, suspicious, unkindly, full of reproachful threats, and without con¬ 
cord or peace. This condition of things renders the interests of society 
a prey to politicians. Politics cease to be practicable or useful. 

The questions that ought to have been discussed in the late extraordi¬ 
nary Convention of Louisiana are, first, what ought the State of Lou¬ 
isiana do to adapt her ancient system of labor to the present advanced 
spirit of the age; and, second, how can the State be assisted by the 
General Government in effecting the change f But instead of this, the 
only question before that body was how to vindicate slavery by flogging 
the Yankees. 

Compromises hereafter are not to be made with politicians, but with 
sturdy labor and the right to work. The interests of workingmen re¬ 
sent political trifling. Our political education, shaped almost entirely 
to the interests of slavery, has been false and vicious in the extreme, 
and it must be corrected with as much suddenness almost as that with 
which the Salem witchcraft came to its end. Tbe only question that 
remains to decide is how the change shall take place. 

We are not without examples and precedents in the history of the 
past. The enfranchisement of the people of Euroi)e has been and is 
still going on through the instrumentality of military service ; and by 
this means our slaves might be raised in the scale of civilization and 
prepared for freedom. Fifty regiments might be raised among them at 
once, which could be employed in this climate to preserve order, and 
thus prevent the necessity of retrenching our liberties, as we should do 
by a large army exclusively of whites ; for it is evident that a consid¬ 
erable army of whites would give stringency to our Government, while 
an army partly of blacks would naturally operate in favor of freedom 
and against those influences which at present most endanger our liber¬ 
ties. At the end of five years they could be sent to Africa, and their 
places be filled with new enlistments. 

There is no practicable evidence against the effects of immediate aboli¬ 
tion, even if there is not in its favor. I have witnessed the sudden 
abolition of flogging at will in the Army and of tbe legalized flogging 
m the jS'avy against the prejudice and warped judgments of both, and 
from the beneficial efiects there I have nothing to fear from the iinme 
diate abolition of slavery. I fear rather the violent consequences from 
a continuance of tbe evil. But should such an act devastate the whole 
{State of Loiiisiaiia and render the whole soil here but the mere i>assage- 
way of the fruits of the enterprise and industry of the Norrhw est, it 
would be better for the country at large than it is now as the seat ol 
disaftection and rebellion. 

When it is remembered that not a word is found in onv ('onstitutiou 
sanctioning the buying and selling of human beings—a shameless act, 
which lenders our country the disgrace of Christendom, and woise in 
this respect even than Africa herselt—we should Jiave less dread of see¬ 
ing the degrading traffic stopped at once and forever. Half wages are 
already virtually paid for slave labor in the system of tasks which, in 
an unwilling SjuVit of compromise, most of the sla\ e States have already 
been compelled to adopt. At the end of a period of five years of ap 
preuticesiiip, or of fifteen at farthest, full wages could be paid to the 
enfranchised negro race to the double a<lvantage of both master and 
man. This is Just, for we now hold the slaves of Louisiana by the same 
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tenure that the State can alone claim them, viz, by the original right 
of conquest. We have so far conquered them that a proclamation set¬ 
ting them free, coupled with offers of protection, would devastate every 
plantation in the State. 

In conclusion I may state that Mr. Lablanche is, as I am informed, 
a descendant from one of the oldest families of Louisiana. He is wealthy 
and a man of standing, and his act in sending away his negroes to our 
lines with their clothes and furniture appears to indicate the convictions 
of his own mind as to the proper logical consequences and deductions 
that should follow from the present relative status of the two contend¬ 
ing parties. He seems to be convinced that the proper result of the 
conflict is the manumission of the slave, and he may be safely regarded 
in this respect as the representative man of the State. I so regard him 
myself, and thus do I interpret his action, although my camp now con¬ 
tains some of the highest symbols of reconnaissance which have been 
taken by a party of the Seventh Vermont Volunteers from his resi- 
deuce. 

In the mean time the slaves, old and young, little ones and all, are 
suffering from exi)osnre and uncertainty as to their future condition. 
Driven away by their master with threats of violence if they return, and 
with no decided welcome or reception from us, what is to he their lot? 

Considerations of humanity are pressing for an immediate solution 
of their difficulties; and they are but a small portion of tlndr race who 
have sought and are still seeking our pickets and our military stations, 
declaring that they cannot and will not any longer serve their masters, 
and that all they want is work and protection from us. 

In such a state of things the question occurs as to my own action in 
the case. I cannot return them to their masters, who not uufriMpicntly 
come in search of them, for I am fortunately prohibited by an article of 
war from doing that, even if my own nature did not revolt at it; I cannot 
receive them, for I have neither work, shelter, nor the im^aiis, nor plan 
of transporting them to Uayti, nor of making suitable arvangemmits 
with their masters until they can be provided for. 

It is evident that some plan, some policy, or some system is n(‘(‘es- 
sary on the part of the Government, witliont which the agent can do 
nothing, and all his efforts are rendered useless and of no (‘Ifect. Tliis 
is no new condition in which I tind myself; it is my ex])erienc(‘ during 
the some twenty-five years of my public life as a military o(lie(‘r ol* the 
Government. The new article of war recently adopt(‘(l by Congr<*ss 
rendering it criminal in an officer of the Army to nffnrn Ingitives from 
injustice is the first support that I liave ever felt from tlie G<)\(‘n)ment 
in contending against those slave influences which are o|>])()s(‘(l to its 
character and to its interests. Hut the mere ndiisal to return fiigit iv<‘s 
does not now meet the case. A public agent in the i)r(‘S(‘nt (‘inci’gimcy 
must be invested with wider and more positive powers than this, oi‘ Id's 
services will prove as valueless to the country as they ani niisatisfac- 
tory to himself. 

Desiring this communication to be laid before the lT*esident, ami 
leaving my commission at his disposal, I have the honor to remain, sir, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. PHELPS, 
Brigadier- General, 
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Camp Pabapet, 15, 1862. 

General J. W. Phelps: 

Sib: In addition to tbe regular ‘^post^gnard report” of tliis date, re¬ 
turned to your headquarters, I beg leave to call your attention to 
the large and constantly increasing number of blacks who have con¬ 
gregated near the upper picket station on the river road. I learn that 
twenty-four hours ago they numbered about 75. The officer of the 
guard reports to me this morning that the number has increased to 
150 or more. The first instalment was sent by a man named La- 
blanche, from the other side of the river, in boats, on the night of the 
ISth, he giving them the choice, according to their statement, of leav¬ 
ing before sundown or receiving fifty lashes each. Many of these de¬ 
sire to return to their master, but are prevented by fear of harsh treat¬ 
ment. They are of all ages and physical condition, a number of infants 
ill arms, many young children, robust men and women, and a large 
number of lame, old, and infirm of both sexes. The rest of them came 
in singly and in small parties from various points up the river within a 
hundred miles. They brought with them boxes, bedding, and luggage of 
all sorts, which lie strewn upon the levee and the open spaces around 
the picket. The women and children, and some feeble ones who needed 
shelter, were permitted to occupy a deserted house just outside the 
lines. They are quite destitute of i>rovisions, many having eaten noth¬ 
ing for days except what our soldiers have given them from their own 
rations. In accordance with orders already issued the guard was in¬ 
structed to permit none of them to enter the lines. As each officer of 
the day will be called upon successively to deal with the matter, 1 take 
the liberty to suggest whether some further regulation in reference to 
these unfortunate persons is not necessary to enable him to do his duty 
intelligently, as well as for the very apparent additional reasons that 
the congregation of such large numbers in our immediate vicinity af¬ 
fords inviting opportunities for mischief to ourselves, and also that un¬ 
less supplied with the means of sustaining life hy the benevolence of 
the military authorities or of the citizens (which is scarcely supposable) 
they must shortly be reduced to suffering and starvation in the very 
sight of the overflowing store-houses of tbe Government. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

FEANK H. PECK, 

Major, Twelfth Eegt. €onn. Vols., Field Officer of the Day, 


[June 19, 1862.—For Butler to Secretary of the Treasuiy, transmit¬ 
ting funds from the New Orleans hanks, see Series III, Yol. IT.] 

A 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Depari’Ment op the Gulp, 

No. 42. ) Few Orleans, June 19, 1862. 

The commanding general has received information that certain of the 
foreign residents in this department, notwithstanding the explanations 
of the terms of the oath prescribed in General Orders, No. 41, contained 
in his reply to the foreign consuls, have still scruples aoout taking that 
oath. Anxious to relieve the consciences of all who honestly entertain 
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doubts upon the matter, and not to embarrass any, especially neutrals, 
by his necessary military orders, the commandin^^ general hereby re¬ 
vises General Orders, IS'o. 41, so far as to permit any foreign subject, at 
his election, to take and subscribe the following oath instead of the oath 
at first set forth : 

ly-, do solemnly swear that I will? to the best of my ability, support, 

protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States. So help me God. 

TRADUCTION. 

je,-jure solenneUement, autnnt qu^il sera on iiioi, dci soutenir, de 

maintenir et de dwendre la Constitution des iStats Unis. Que Lieu mo soit en aide. 

The general is sure that no foreign subject can object 1o this oatli, as 
it is in the very words of the oath taken by every officer of the Euro- 
pean Brigade, prescribed more than a year ago, in “ Les Eeglements de 
la Legion Frangaise, form^e d. la liJouvelle Orleans, le 2(5 d’Avril, 
1861,” as will be seen by the extract below (page 22), and claimed as an 
act of strictest neutrality by the officers taking it, and for more than a 
year has passed by all the foreign consuls, so far as he is informed, 
without protest. 

Serment que doi'eent prefer tous les offieiers de la Legion Frangaise. 

State of Louisiana, 

Farhh of OrhanH. 

-j do solemnly swear that I will, to the best of my ability, di!schar{«e 

the duties of-, of the French Legion, and that I will support, jirotoct, and de¬ 

fend the Constitution of the State and of the Confederate States. So bc*lp nic God. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

TRADUCTION. 


Etat dk la LoursuNK, 

J*<iroisse tVOrltatm. 

Je,-, jure solenneUement de reiiipUr, iiutaiit qii’il M‘rn ( u mf>i, les 

devoirs de-de la Ldgion Franpaise, ot jo prometsde Koutenir, d(* niMinlciiir ot de 

ddfendre la Constitution do PEtat et cello des Etata Couled^rda. C»>uc Dic*u soit 
en aide. 

Asserment^ et sign<S devant moi. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

IL is. DAVIS, 

Captain a/nd Acting As<iiiitaut Ailjulaiit-(hneial. 


General Obdees, ) Hdqbs. DurAUT-MENT of tiij-: <ii lf, 

No. 44. ) New i)rlnins^ June 21, 1S02. 

Any vessel attempting to leave this port Jiml UAo awny any jxnsoii 
of color who did not come here on board of her and has not a jaiss 
from these headquarters will be liable to eonUscatioii and Ii(‘r master 
punished by imprisonment. 

No vessel shall so leave the port until the master shall take an oath 
that he has not any such person on board and will not allow any such 
to come on board. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

11, S, DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Aisaiatant Adjutant-General. 



Chap. XXTH.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.-UNION. 


493 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

]5fo. 45. ) JSleiJc Orleans, Jtine 21, 1862. 

All correspondence with the Governors of States by the officers of 
this department in relation to promotions and appointments of officers 
in the several corps in this command must be transmitted through 
these headquarters, and not otherwise, in order that the commanding 
general may add his own testimony as to the merit or demerit of the 
application. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

R. S. DAYIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjntant-Oeneral. 


- War Department, 
Washington City, B. (7., Jure 23, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Benjamin E. Butler, 

ITew Orleans, La ,; 

General : Your dispatch, dated the 10th of this month, and for¬ 
warded by Lieutenant Ensman, has just been received. 

Some days ago dispatches were forwarded to you by the Hon. Eev- 
erdy Johnson, which I had hoped might have reached you before this 
time, but I learn by a telegram received this morning that he is still in 
New York. Questions raised by the representatives of foreign govern¬ 
ments immediately after your occupation of New Orleans occasioned 
delay in communicating with you until the President should determine 
what course would be taken with them. 

You will have learned by ray former dispatch of the appointment of 
Colonel Shepley as military governor of Louisiana. Other pei sous were 
strongly urged, but I believed that the colonel would be more accepta¬ 
ble to you than any otlier person, and accordingly appointed him. 

You have been troubled with no specihc iiustiuctions from this De¬ 
partment because of the confidence in your ability to meet the exigen¬ 
cies of your coniinaud belter ux^on ;sour own judgment than u])on 
instructions from ^Yashington. After llie instructions sent by i\lr. 
Johnson were given, your dispatches of 31st May and 1st instant vere 
received, and a telegram was sent to New Y"oik, of which the following 
is a coi)y: 

Adjutant-G*enkral’s OrncE, 

Jtivc 14, 

rrciieral Benjamin T. Butler : 

The Secretary of War received jour dispatches la^l night too late to wiitt‘ mail 
He aiithoiizes you to iMihO 5,000 lojal \\hito men, to lie oigauized ni and 

ohiccred hy you. Anns and clothing will he sent as soon as ]){j‘-sil)le. Th(ic i', no 
experienced assist<inl ..■!! ' ■ » •:« whocan be sent to jon. It yon \%ill dcM'^iiale 

some one to be appointed 1 wilL try to have it done. 

Tlie Chief of Oidnanco will bo leqiiestcd to send an oidnam e oln* ( v to joii. 

L. THOMAS. 

A0)t>UUlt-tri H( ) (0 


The authority thus given is now repeated in answer to jour present 
dispatch. 

The matter of your shipraeiitn to Mr. Fay was suliinitted to this De- 
liartineiit, and in the desire to afford jou e\eiy anl and facility for 
re-establishing trade and commerce in New Orleans an ariangement 
was made by the Quartermaster-General which was entirely satisffic- 
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tory to Mr. Fay; but suck operations should not be undertaken without 
an absolute and overruling necessity. 

In regard to military matters, the newspapers give you all the news 
possessed by the Department in regard to other departments. Jack- 
son^s dash at Banks and the affair with an advanced and exposed de¬ 
tachment of Shields’ command were serviceable to the enemy only in re¬ 
viving their spirit-s and whetting up the edge of their hostility to the 
Government. It is hoped that General McClellan will make a decided 
and successful movement upon Eichmond very speedily. Buell is ad¬ 
vancing on East Tennessee. The news from Memphis you have no 
doubt heard. Halleck telegraphs that his communication mth that 
city is fully established, and he expects a battle between the rebels and 
Buell’s jforce near Chattanooga. 

Tour suggestion in regard to Vicksburg is one of great importance, 
apparently easy of execution, and would be productive of very impor¬ 
tant results. If your force is strong enougli, or if General Ilalleck could 
co-operate with you, there could be no doubt of success. 

The possession of New Orleans and cleaning the rebels from the Mis¬ 
sissippi, so as to opeu trade and commerce through that channel 
with the Gulf, has always appeared to be among the chief points of this 
war. You have successfully accomplished one, and I hope the other 
will not be long in its accomplishment. 

Your recommendation of Lieutenant Kinsman will be filled by his 
appointment on your staff. It will give me pleasure to hear Irom you 
often, and you may count with confidence upon the utmost aid of this 
Department. 


Tours, truly, 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of 


War Department, 
Vfasliinytoii Citify />. C., f/unr 2;>, IS0L\ 


Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, Orleans^ La.: 


General: My disi)atch to you of this dat<‘omittcMl to state that you 
are authorized toiiominalc the officers of such forces as yon may tindit 
necessary to raise, subject to aj)proval l)y the Departiiunit, and also have 
discretionary power to organize a portion as hoin<‘ guards, if.^on d(*eiii 
it expedient. That class of trooj>s have l)een found \(‘ry embarrassing. 

Your suggestions as to a (pialitied condonation or amiu'sty w ill be 
attentively considered and the Presidinil’s instructions givcni sjxHMlily 
as possible. 

Yours, truly, 


KDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 


War Department', June 2.'^, 1S(>2. 
Major-General Halleck, Corinth: 

If you have not already given your attention to the practi<jability of 
making a cut-off* in the rear of Vicksburg T beg to dir(‘ct your atten¬ 
tion to that point. It has been represented to the Department to be 
an undertaking of easy accomplishment, especially under the i)rotec- 
tion of gunboats. A dispatch to-day received from General Butler 
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speaks of it as a project contemplated by him, but he may not have a 
force to spare. 

EDWIIS- M. STANTOI^, 

Secretary of War. 


Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

New Orleans, La., June 23, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Sir : In the expedition to Pass Manchac and thence to Mandeville, 
on the shore of Lake Pontchartrain, Colonel Putnam, an officer of the 
Louisiana Militia, was taken prisoner. His horse stood saddled beside 
the house while he waS hidden in the attic. From the large number 
of recruiting blanks found in the room with him it is supposed that 
he was on the recruiting service. A sum of $5,650, in Confederate 
money, supposed to be for recruiting purposes, was found upon him. 
This sum is herewith inclosed. I had been informed of the acts of 
Colonel Putnam before his capture, which was a grateful one because 
of these circumstances. Having been commissioned as colonel of the 
militia in this city, his regiment was called together but not armed. 
On the day succeeding the passage of the forts by the fleet he was 
engaged in pressing teams and drays into the service and hauling out 
the cotton from the cotton-presses and sugar from the warehouses upon 
the levee, there piling it up. This work was begun about 1 o’clock on 
the 25th, and at 9 o’clock that evening an immense amount of this 
property was set fire to and burned, against the remonstrances of the 
owners. 

Upon examination Colonel Putnamadmitted these facts, but justified 
under the orders of the provost-marshals, and produced the original 
order, signed by Mr. Soul6 and Mr. Mazereau, which, with the colonel’s 
commission, I herewith inclose. Colonel Putnam also claims that he 
did not know when the cotton was being hauled out that it was to be 
destroyed, but claims that the artful phrase in the order, “to be used 
in defense of the city,” meant that the cotton was to be used for barri¬ 
cades. Yet as Colonel Putnam admits that the owners of the several 
cotton-presses were pressing him to clear theirs first, so that cotton, 
X)ress, and all might not be burned, and as it was notorious that the 
cotton was to be burned, that defense will hardly avail him. 

I will send Colonel Putnam North, so that he may be a witness in 
any i)roceediugs against Soul4 and Mazereau. I have a very decided 
opinion as to the course to be pursued toward those who have been th(‘ 
cause of burning this property, and if I had possessed the proof which 
I now inclose I should not have sent Soule and Mazereau North, but 
should have tried them here. If the War Department will send them 
back, aud so direct, I will now bring them before a military commission 
for this atrocious treason and arson. 

I have the honor to be, vour obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

[Inclosuies ] 

New Oeleans, April 24, 1862. 

Ben. Bland, Esq., 

Col. James M. Putnam: 

Sies: You are hereby commanded to have all the cotton stored up in 
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this city removed immediately to sucTi place as you may select and to 
have it piled up there, that it may be turned to such purposes as the 
defense of the city may require; and you are empowered and com¬ 
manded to require such wagons as may be pressed into immediate 
service to transport said cotton to the place or places thus selected, or 
to pick such steamers as may be in this port for the same service, ex¬ 
cept those impressed by the commanding general or containing the 
archives for removal. You are moreover required and commanded to 
seize and sequester such iron chains as may be found within the city 
or its environs, and to place them where they may in any time be had 
and used for the public service. The same in accordance with orders 
from the provost-marshals of this city. 

A. MAZBEEATJ, Chairman, 

Approved. _ 

PIEEEB SOTJLfi, 

Provost’Mamhal, 

Office Provost-Marshal, 

J^ew Orleans^ April 24,1862. 

Col. J. M. Putnam is hereby authorized to take the horses and mules 
of the railroad company, or any other horses and mules, for the pur¬ 
pose of hauling cotton, as directed within. 

A. BEOTHEE, 
Assistant Provost-Marshal 

The same order as above is granted as to the horses and mules be¬ 
longing to the city railroads or wherever to be found. 

H. D. OGDEN, 
P7’ovost‘Mar8h ah 

A true copy. Attest: 

New Orleans, June 23,1862. ' 

A. F. PCJPFER. 

Orders, \ Hdqrs. Louisiana M. T., Maj. Gen.\s Office, 

'^0 ,—. ) '^cw Orleans^ April 2t, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. A. J. Powell, coininanding Tiiird Brigade Louisiana AI oniited 
Troops, will forthwith cause all (iottoii stored in the various cotton- 
presses and other places within his brigade to bci taken th<*rcrroin, rolled 
out into the streets or other ])laces, nmioved from any danger to sur¬ 
rounding buildings, and hold hiinscH* ])repared at a nioiiKUil’s notice to 
have the same committed to the tiaines and destroyed; and for this ])ur- 
pose he is hereby authorized to cause to be brok(Mi opcm all ])n\sses and 
places where cotton is stored or to ho found. 

By order of John L. Lewis, major-general coininanding: 

G. W. T.EWIS, Aide, 

Brig. Gen. A. J. Powell, 

Gomdg, Third Brig, Louisiana Mounted Troops, 


I hereby solemnly swear that the above order was transmitted by 
me to the colonels of iny brigade on the above date and was executed 
in accordance with its provisions. 

A. J. POWELL, 

Brigadie}'-General^ Third B^-igade Lotiisiana M, 1\ 
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War Department, Jtme 24,1862, 

Col. Alfred W. Ellet, 

Commanding Earn Fleets opposite Memphis : 

1 regret that your brother’s illness deprives the Government of his 
skillful and gallant services, but have confidence that you vnll supply 
his place better tTian any one else. 

You will observe that by his instructions the ram fleet was placed 
under the general command of the commander of the gunboat squadron. 
The President desires you to consider yourself in the same position, 
believing that co-operative action will be more likely to produce good 
results than independent action, and that the commander of the gun¬ 
boats should have chief command. 

I shall be glad to have full and frequent reports from you. 

EDWIX M. STANTOX, 

Secretary of War. 


[June 24, 1862. —^Eor Secretary of State to Secretary of War, ap¬ 
proving Butler’s action in reference to Mexican consulate, see Series 
ni, YoL II.] 


Department of State, 
Washington^ June 24,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I notice that Major-General Butler is represented to have re¬ 
quired certain oaths from foreigners at Isew Orleans. Though his gen¬ 
eral right, pursuant to martial law, to make any exactions which he 
may deem necessary for the peace and safety of the district under his 
command cannot be questioned, the expediency of requiring oaths from 
those wlio do not owe a permanent allegiance "to the Government is so 
<loubtfal, that I am directed by the President to request yon to order 
him 1o discontinue that practice for the future and to cancel any such 
obligations which may thus have been compulsorily contracted. For¬ 
eigners owe temporary allegiance to the authorities wherever they may 
reside. From this nothing but a treaty stipulation can absolve them, 
in general, however, it is best to presume that they will observe this 
allegiance. If, however, they disregar<l it, the particular acts by which 
this disregard may be shovii are liable to punishment by the civil or, 
if this should be silent or inadequate, by martial law. It is preferable 
for the maintenance of harmonious relations with foreign i)()wers that 
misconduct on the part 6f their citizens or subjects within our Jurisdic¬ 
tion should not be anticipated, but that its actual develoi)inent should 
be awaited. When it shall have occurred, is nororious in particular 
instances, or shall be suscei)lible of due proof, their governments can¬ 
not reasonably complain if the guilty parries are puinslnMl in propor¬ 
tion to their offense. 

This Dejiartmeut having been ollicially apprised by the British lega¬ 
tion here that IMr. Coppell had been duly ai>pointed acting British con¬ 
sul at ^i^'ew Orleans, I will again thank you to direct General Butler to 
respect his ofiicial acts accordingly. It is to be regretted that the gen- 

32 R R—VOL xy 



496 


W, FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. IUhap. jlilvul 


this city removed immediately to such place as you may select and to 
have it piled up there, that it may be turned to such purposes as the 
defense of the city may require; and you are empowered and com¬ 
manded to require such wagons as may be pressed into immediate 
service to transport said cotton to the place or places thus selected, or 
to pick such steamers as may be in this port for the same service, ex¬ 
cept those impressed by the commanding general or containing the 
archives for removal. You are moreover required and commanded to 
seize and sequester such iron chains as may be found within the city 
or its environs, and to place them where they may in any time be had 
and used for the public service. The same in accordance with orders 
from the provost-marshals of this city. 

A. MAEEEEATJ, Chairman. 

Approved. 

PIEEEB SOTJLfi, 

Fro'oost-Marshal. 

Office Peovost-Marshal, 

ITew Orleans^ April 24, 1862. 

Col. J. M. Putnam is hereby authorized to take the horses and mules 
of the railroad company, or any other horses and mules, for the pur¬ 
pose of hauling cotton, as directed within. 

A. BEOTHEE, 
Assistant Provost^Marshal. 

The same order as above is granted as to the horses and mules be¬ 
longing to the city railroads or wherever to be found. 

H. D. OGDEN, 
Provost’Marshah 

A true copy. Attest: 

New Orleans, June 23,1862. ' 

A. E. PUFFEE. 

Orders, ) Hdqrs. Louisiana M. T., Maj. Gen.^s Office, 

No. —. f l^ew Orleans^ April 24,1862. 

Brig. Gen. A. J. Powell, commanding Third Brigade Louisiana Mounted 
Troops, will forthwith cause all cotton stored in the various cotton- 
presses and other i)laces within his brigade to be taken therefrom, rolled 
out into the streets or other places, removed from any danger to sur¬ 
rounding buildings, and hold himself pre])ared at a moment’s notice to 
have the same committed to the dames and destroyed; and for this pur¬ 
pose he is hereby authorized to cause to be broken open all presses and 
places where cotton is stored or to be found. 

By order of John L. Lewis, maior-geiieral commanding: 

G. W. LEWIS, Aide. 

Brig. Gen. A. J. Powell, 

Oomdg. Third Brig. Louisiana Mounted Troops. 


I hereby solemnly swear that the above order was transmitted by 
me to the colonels of luy brigade on the above date and was executed 
in accordance with its provisions. 

A. J. POWELL, 

Brigadier-Genorah Third Brigade Louisiana M, 1\ 
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War Departhbnt, June 24, 1862. 

Col. Alfred W. Ellet, 

Commanding Earn Fleets opposite Me^npliis : 

I regret that your brother’s illness deprives the Government of his 
skillful and gallant services, but have confidence that you will supply 
his place better than any one else. 

You will observe that by his instructions the ram fleet was placed 
under the general command of the commander of the gunboat squadron. 
The President desires you to consider yourself in the same position, 
believing that co-operative action will be more likely to produce good 
results than independent action, and that the commander of the gun¬ 
boats should have chief command. 

I shall be glad to have full and frequent reports from you. 

EDWE^ M. STANTOlSr, 

Secretary of War. 


[June 24,1862.—^For Secretary of State to Secretary of War, ap¬ 
proving Butler’s action in reference to Mexican consulate, see Series 
III, Vol. IL] 


Department of State, 
WasJmigtonj June 24^ 1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

“ Secretary of War: 

Sir : I notice that Major-General Butler is represented to have re¬ 
quired certain oaths from foreigners atlsew Orleans. Though his gen¬ 
eral right, pursuant to martial law, to make any exactions which he 
may deem necessary for the peace and safety of the district under his 
command cannot be questioned, the expediency of requiring oaths from 
those who do not owe a permanent allegiance "to the Government is so 
doubtful, that I am directed by the President to request you to order 
him to discontinue that practice for the future and to cancel any such 
obligations which may thus have been compulsorily contracted. For¬ 
eigners owe temporary allegiance to the authorities wherever they may 
reside. From this nothing but a treaty stipulation can absolve them. 
In general, however, it is best to presume that they will observe this 
allegiance. If, however, they disregard it, the particular acts by which 
this disregard may be shown are liable to punishment by the civil oi\ 
if this should be sileut or inadequate, by martial law. It is preferable 
for the maintemince of harmonious relations with foreign powers that 
misconduct on the part 6f their citizens or subjects within our jniisdic- 
tion should not be anticii)atcd, but that its actual develo])iiieiit should 
be awaited. When it shall have occurred, is notoiious in particular 
instances, or shall be susce])tible of due proof, their governments can¬ 
not reasonably complain if the guilty imrcies ave iu propor¬ 

tion to their offense. 

This Dei)artment having been otliciallN ap[)rised by the Biitish lega¬ 
tion here that ]\Ir. Coi>pell had been didva[‘pointed aeting British con¬ 
sul at INew Orleans, I wall again thank yon to direct General Butler to 
respect his official acts accordingly. It is to be regretted that the geu- 
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eral should have deemed it advisable to issue a certain order in con¬ 
sequence of which that gentleman deemed it necessary formally to 
relinquish his consular functions. » He has been requested through the 
British legation here to resume them. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 


Steam-Ram Monaech, 

Above VicJcsburgy June 25 {via Cairo j 111, 29), 1862. 

Hon. B. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War^ Washington^ D, G.: 

1 arrived above Vicksburg yesterday afternoon, and immediately dis¬ 
patched a party of four young men, who volunteered to carry a communi¬ 
cation to Commodore Farragut, viz: Medical Cadet Charles E. Ellet, 
commanding party^ Sergeant E. W. Bartlett; my son, Edward C. Ellet, 
and W. F. Warren. After a most arduous and dangerous march through 
swamps and sloughs, in some cases waist-deep, and passing many of the 
enemy^s pickets, they succeeded in reaching the fleet and delivering my 
letter to Commodore Farragut in person, and upon their return brought 
me the following reply: 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 24tb instant, by the 
hands of your Medical Cadet Ellet. I am highly gratified to find you in this vicinity, 
as you may render most eifificient service by looking after and breaking up the com¬ 
munication between the Yazoo River and Vicksburg. As the young geutlcmau in¬ 
forms me that your vessels are not well calculated for attacking the forts, they can be 
of no use to us in the fight about to take place, and for which I think wo are abun¬ 
dantly strong. If Commodore Davis^ '• ^ could be i)rcsont they would 

add greatly to the chances of success ' .s .■ i « of life, which is always de¬ 

sirable in some cases. If you can communicate to him that the afiair will conio oif in 
a day or two yo • ' oblige me. Please accept my thanks for your kindness 

in making this.to commuiiicaic with me, and my high appreciation 

of the young gentleman's eutorxmisiug and daring character in undertaking tli(‘ s(‘rv- 
ice which thus far he has perfected so well. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. G. FARRAGUl', 

. Flag-Officer, Commanding South Gulf Squadron. 

I canuot speak too highly of the courage and good .judgment dis¬ 
played by the four .youug men who volunteered ujjoii this dangerous and 
most laborious service, which, through all the many difficulties tliattliey 
encountered, they succeeded in cariyiiig tlirough succossfnll.v. 

1 have only to add that from Memphis to tliis point I have encoun¬ 
tered no obstacle. The river was entirely unobstructed. I sliall for 
the present confine my attention to the enemy’s gunboats and rams said 
to be np the Yazoo Elver, and cut off their communication with Vicks¬ 
burg. I have apprehensions that I may not be able to get up tli(‘ river 
to where they are said to be, but will make the attempt unless the water 
is too shallow. In conformity Avitli Commodore Farragut’s ex])ress de¬ 
sire I have communicated his wish to Flag-Officer Davis in a dispatch 
to-day in bis own words. I forwarded the dispatch by tender Dick 
Fulton. 

ALFEED W. ELLET, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Ram Fleet, 
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Headquarters Depart^ient of the Gulf, 

Kciv Orleans, June 26, 1S02. 

Hod. Salmon P. Chase: 

Dear Sir : I send this by the hand of David Eitcbie, a young Scotch¬ 
man, who, being a sailor on board the revenue-cutter McClelland, re¬ 
mained true and loyal. 

The inclosed copy of letter to General Dix and the affidavit will give 
the fact. 

I have sent him home as first officer on board the prize brig Harriet 
Kalli, seized by the collector. 1 think him worthy of promotion. Can 
you not give him some place on board a revenue boat“? 

I am, most truly, yours, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 

*“ 

STATEMENT OF DAVID RITCHIE. 

Am a native of Montrose, in the north of Scotland; have lived in this 
country seven years; have followed the sea as a profession since I left 
school. For two years prior to August, 1859,1 was employed by Henry 
Mitchell, esq., in the U. S. Coast Survey Department. " From this 1 
enlisted on board the revenue-cutter Ecbert McClelland at the time she 
was put in commission in New York. Was at the New York station 
about a year, and then left for New Orleans, where the McClelland was 
to relieve the revenue-cutter Washington; arrived at New Orleans late 
in September, 

After Mr. Jones, the special agent irom Secretary Dix, arrived I heard 
Captain Hudgins, of the jMcClelland, say that Mr. Jones had read to 
them the famous order ‘‘Shoot the first man that attempts to haul down 
tlie American flag,"’ in the cabin of the McClelland, and had pJaced Cap¬ 
tain Breshwood in irons ior disobedience of ortWis. About a week 
after this the revenue flag was taken down from the McClelland and put 
into the signal house. For about two weeks no flag was raised, then 
the secession flag was run up to the peak. 

On the night of the 2-jlh of April last the authorities here, learning 
that the Federal fleet had passed the forts, determined to burn the Mc¬ 
Clelland. She lay at tlie dock in Algiers, and as they wcie removing such 
articles on her as they wished to save, 1 leiiuuked to a friend that 1 was 
bound to get the old revenue Hag and ihe secession one also. About 
half past 2 o’clock on the nioining of the 2otii A[a’il tla* McClelland 
dropped oil*and her anchors let go, and then v. filed.. Jii^t betoie she 
dropped off I juin])ed aboaid and went to the signal house, where, 
among various signal flags, [ found the i‘e\ and sect'.^sion flags^aud 
wra[)ped them up ^iid cairied them off’, and have since kept them in my 
house in Algiers. 1 am iierfeclly certain and satisfi(*d that this leveiiue 
flag is the ideiitlccd one which elicited the noted older of Geiu‘ral Dix, 
and that the other is the flag which has been iiig irom tin- ^McClelland 
since until tbe capture of the forts. 

DAVID RITCHIE. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me. 

JAS. M. BELL, 

Procost Jiidge. 
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Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

^ New Orleans^ June 27, 1863. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : Inclosed will be found several letters addressed to General 
David E. Twiggs, late of the IT. S. Army, by his son-in-law, Colonel 
Myers, late of the Ai‘my, and now Quartermaster-General, I believe, of 
the Confederate States Government. 

The letter of November 12,1860, which incloses the order for General 
Twiggs to take command in Texas, shows that at that early day he was 
contemplating the treason he has since acted, and that he sought the 
very place so as to be in position to do the utmost mischief. 

The others, of dates May 16, 22, and 26,* disclose the reason of his 
appointment as provisional general by the rebel government and his 
declination of the position of major-general. 

All these were found in his house, which I have taken possession of, 
and, with its furniture, have had put in order forequarters for myself 
and a portion of my staff. 

I have caused all the property here which General Twiggs owned or 
of which he received the income to be sequestered, and the rents, after 
paying expenses, to be held to await the action of the Government of 
the United States. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


[Inolosure No. 1.] 


New Orleans, November 13,1860. 

General Twiggs, U. S. A.; 

General : Here is your order to command in Texas: 

4 (- 

Secession seems to progress. Georgia has raised the colonial flag 
(that is, Savannah). We must have trouble.t 

« 4(1 * # ^ 

Yours, truly, 

A. C. MYERS. 


Special Orders, 
No. 133. 

» *■ 


[liiolosure No. 2.] 

Headquarters of the Army, 

New Yorlcy November 7 , 1860 . 


1. Having reported for duty, Bvt. Maj. Gen. David E. Twiggs will ])ro- 
ceed without delay to San Antonio and resume the command of the 
Department of Texas. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Scott: 

L. THOMAS, 
Aesistant Adjutant-General. 


That of S6th not found. 


tpomestic matters omitted, 
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Montgomery, May IC, 1861. 

General East Fascagoula: 

General: Yours of the 12th instant is just received. I am happy 
to hear that you are all well. 

The reason for stationing troops back from the coast was for water, 
shade, and instruction. A company detached from the camp would 
guard the places you allude to and in the same manner as you proj^ose. 
However, it is not likely that anything will be done. Everything is as 
slow and difficult to adopt as if we were in profound i>eace and not the 
beginning of active war. 

Arms are provided to volunteers by the State. I will see General 
McEae and ask him to get arms for the Pascagoula company. 

You ask me why the staff is not filled up. I caffit say, excex^t that 
Davis don’t want me as Quartermaster-General. Washington is assist¬ 
ant adjutant-general with rank of captain. Withers is here in General 
Cooper’s office. 

flarney is as black a creature as Lincoln. He is a poor fool, who has 
begun to write for effect and giving- advice to the people of Missouri. 
He is a veritable traitor, and has joined Lincoln in his crusade against 
the South. Maj. Lloyd Beall says Harney told him the most bare-faced 
lies. The President is going to Eichmond in about a week. We will 
remain here for the present. I mean the executive departments. 

Gradually the North is getting around us and penetrating by degrees 
into Virginia. We shall have some bloody battles before long. J. E. 
Johnston, just made general, started last night for Harper's Ferry. 
Everyman now is anxious to turn out .for the war. I am afraid we 
are draining too many men from the South and Southwest. Mr. Conrad 
is insisting on your being assigned to duty.* 

######« 

Yours, truly, 

A. C. MYEES. 

[Inclosme Xo 4 ] 

Quartermaster-General’s Department, C. S. A.. 

Moyitgomery, 21 ay 22, 1S61. 

General Davib E. Twiggs, &c. : 

General : Mr. Davis sent for me y esterday and a^ked me u In-i c \ on 
vere. I said ‘At Pascagoula.” He thought you wore at New Oi leans, 
but continued, ‘‘Will General Twiggs accept the (‘oniinand <»i the 
forces at Orleans and the adjacent countly I'' I ic]>hed, 1 think 
he will,” and observed that you had telegra])lied me to tliat cilt‘ct. I 
tlien asked what would be tendered you. He said, as lie M]p])o^<Ml u>n 
\\ould not care to serve longer than the period ot tlie A\ai, yon NMiiild 
be offered the appointment of iiroviMOiial general, and you Inid dc 
dined the appointment of general in the logular arm\ on <i(*coant ot 
not being able to take tli<‘ held he could not teiidei y<»u the sanu^ <ip 
l>ointinent again, as he required the most active men, hut did not wish 
you to inibundeistaml his offering you the i)lac(‘ of iMonal gcneial. 
i Jioxie you will accejit, for y^ou will have the same command as if you 
were lieutenant general. It cannot be liigliei. I told ^Ii. Davis you 
ought to have a staff* officer, and suggested y^our getting Captain Wash- 

Some domestic matters omitted. 
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tQgton. I distinctly understood that you would be appointed. Mr. 
Davis said so to me positively. I now trust that your health will allow 
of your attending to the important duties of the defense of Kew Or¬ 
leans, the lake shore, and the islands on the coast between Mobile and 


Kew Orleans. 

Henry May is out for Congress to run against Winter Davis. I hope 
Davis will beat him. He is, I think, a degraded man. Like the rest of 
the North, he thinks the strength is there, and coward-like they hope 
to subjugate the South and make a name for courage. I never knew a 
Northern man of gallantry. They pretend to be gallant to women to 
cover their low designs at producing infamy and ruin. I will qualify 
my remark about Northern men to except McClellan. He is a brave, 
noble soldier, and will be our most formidable enemy in battle. He 
commands in Ohio, and will make the attack on Western Virginia if it 
is meant to be real. 

I hope this letter will reach you in New Orleans and find you all well. 

Tours, truly. 

A. C. MYEES. 


Headquahtees Department of the Gulf, 

Hew Orleans^ June 28 [and July 8]^ 1862, 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I am on my return from Baton Eouge, where 1 have been for 
the purpose of inspecting the garrison there and ascertaining’, if possi¬ 
ble, what is the sentiment of the people toward the (roverniuent. 

The garrison, consisting of two regiments, Twent,>-lirst Indiana and 
Sixth Michigan Volunteers, with a section of Everett’s battery, Sixth 
Massachusetts, are in line condition and health, and 1 believe strong 
enough to resist a threatened attack by General Van Dorn, who has 
been put in command of the Department of the Mississippi in place of 
General Lovell, removed. 

I have been agreeably disappointed in the feeling at Ihitou Ihnige. 

There is a tiredness of the war and a longing for the restoration of 
the old state of things under the TTnioii which is gratifying. I had a 
visit from a dozen or more gentlemen of Baton lh)ng<‘ and \icinil,>, 
representing some $5,000,000 or $0,000,000 of ]>roi>ort.^, and had con\<V- 
sations with them upon the new system of Jhirtisan llangias jiisl now 
inaugurated, L e., guerrilla warfare. They d(‘i)U‘cat(‘ i( ; y ill <lo c\{‘iy 
thing possible to discouiitenauco it. They oneiT<l to lake tln‘ oalh of 
allegianceif I required, but assured me tliey thought lIn\N c<ndd do more 
good by abstaining from the oath at the ])r(‘sent, h(‘(*mise i( would Ik* 
impossible for them to liavecoimnunicatiou w itii th<*>(‘ [)arlisaiis if tlj(‘\ 
took the oath and it should bo pul)li(*ly known. 

Governor Moore has issued au address more n'lnarkahh* than an> 
document of the kind ever before perused. J inclose* a (*o])\. 

At the same lime General Van Dorn lias issm^d Ins <h‘n<*i«il 
No. 1, which recommends that all inhabitants removi* <S mil(‘s from (he 
river. I brought before me vsome of the most \ iolent of tlie rebels, and 
after calling their attention to the ])resent state of things 1 proposed to 
them the oath of allegiance, and after consideration overnight two of 
them, Mr. Benjamin, brother of the rebel Secretary of War, aud Bryan, 
the mayor of the city, took the oath. 
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I brought away with me, and now have under arrest, five of those 
who had used threats toward the men who had shown themselves favor¬ 
able to the Union. 

Upon full reflection and observation I find the condition of public 
sentiment to be this: The planters and men of property are now tired 
of the war, well-disposed toward the Union, only fearing lest their 
negroes shall not be let alone; would be quite happy to have the Union 
restored in all things. 

The operative.classes of white men of all trades are as a rule in favor 
of the Union. In fact this rebellion was at first inaugurated for the 
purpose of establishing a lauded aristocracy as against the poor and 
middling whites, who had shown some disposition to assert their equal¬ 
ity with the planters, and had begun to express themselves through 
organizations, on the basis of the Masonic order, into societies of which 
the South is full, of which that ritual is the pattern. This disinclination 
of the people to the war has required the conscription acts, so that we 
now have the before-unheard-of fact of a people professedly fighting for 
their liberties against oppression, and yet obliged to do so by their lead¬ 
ers in a most rigid conscription act. “ Free conscripts ” aj*e certainly 
evidence of progress in terms. 

I have ordered all the funds in the several banks belonging to the 
State 6f Louisiana to be sequestered and held for the disposition of the 
Government. They are all collected in Confederate Treasury notes, 
and so may not* be very valuable. 

By some unfortunate oversight the paymaster came down here with 
$285,000, too little money to pay the troops up to last May. Some of 
them have not been paid for six months and some not since they have 
been in the service—nine months; men were disheartened. The mails 
brought intelligence of the destitution of families. Two months’ more 
pay came due July 1. In this emergency specie seized, and which, by 
the decision of a commission, was to be sent to Washington, in amount 
$50,000, was taken and is being paid out to the troops. 

I have borrowed by pledge of personal credit and the faith of the 
Government $100,000 more, which will be i>aid out to tbe suffering- 
soldiers. Major [Erie] Locke, one of tbe paymasters, has also been 
ordered to report to Washington to get funds to pay the allotment and 
for the July payment, which ought to be made at once. May I ask that 
his mission may be speeded at once. Details are given in a note to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, a dii])licate of which is inclosed. 

The question of how to feed the people of this city and the suiTOimding 
country becomes of the utmost magnitude, and to it I have given the 
best exertions. Owing to tbe impression at the Xorth that the river 
was opened no flour has been sliix)])ed from Northern i)orts. It is 
now at a fabulous price. Moore’s proclamation has frightened all the 
people from the Bed Eiver country from sending the Hoar here, and we 
are in danger of starving. Upon <‘oiisaltatioii with ('oloiiel Turner, 
chief commissary of subsistence, it has been thought best to distribute 
gratuitously all tlio flour and beef we can N])are, say L'.OOO barrels of 
eacb. 

The leading secessionists will be taxed to i)a\ the e\|K‘iise, which I 
set down at about $75,000. It is absolutely necessaiy tliat a fast-sail¬ 
ing steamer, capable of containing, say, 4,obo barrels ot‘ Hour and beef 
and pork, be at once forwarded for the use of the city, (’oloiiel Turner 
has made tbe necessary requisition for tlu* flour—4,000 barrels. 

Tbe trustees of tlie Cliarity Uospital have resigned, but bave been 
continued in office, as will be seeu by the inclosed correspondence. 
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July 3. 

A boat from Vicksburg this morning brings news (but no official dis 
patches) that there has been an attack upon the place; that a portion of 
the fleet have got by the batteries and joined the fleet of Commodore 
Davis above 5 that General Williams has made a lodgment on the op¬ 
posite bank of the river, erected a battery there, and with his rifle 12- 
pounders is throwing shells into the town and enemy^s camp. This is 
the rebels^ last defense on the river and must yield. We are threatened 
then with a guerrilla war, which is claimed will be interminable. 

I take leave to suggest that it can be terminated in a few days. A 
reward offered of $1,000 for each guerrilla’s head and freedom to the 
negro who should bring it in would bring that uncivilized system of war¬ 
fare to a sudden termination by an equally uncivilized remedy—‘‘fire set 
to fight fire.” 

I am sorry to say that some of the stories about the inhuman acts of 
our enemies are true. 

Insults to the dead are too shocking to be tolerated. I hope all those 
who have whined over order Ko. 28 will read the orders which I have 
felt it my duty to enforce in the cases of Mrs, Philips, [Fidel] Keller, 
and [John W.j Andrews, copies of which I inclose. 

I beg leave to call attention to my call for more troops. I ha\'e 
enough to hold all I have occupied, but if the ulterior movements in 
Texas and upon Mobile are to be carried out mqre wiin)e required. 

Colonel Doming again returns home for reasons which he prays leave 
to explain to the Department, and is charged with some personal eom- 
munication to which I pray attention. 

I am deeply gratified, as indeed are all the loyal citizens of Kew Or¬ 
leans, to learn that Acting Brigadier-General She])ley has ])een made 
military governor of Louisiana. His successful administration of the 
city affairs has rendered him very acceptable. 

It will be necessary to give him a commission as brigadicr-goncral, 
so that he may be able to command the troops detailed to him to gnar(l 
the State. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEJi, 
Major-Genera if, Go m m an diiuj. 


[Tnolosure Xo. 1.] 
ADDRESS. 


To the People of Louisiana : 

The occupation by the enemy of a portion of the territory of our State 
imposes upon us new and unaccustomed responsibilities. " It creates an. 
anomalous condition of affairs, and establishes between the citizens of 
IjJew Orleans and all other of our towns in the actual occupation ol‘ tin* 
enemy and those of the country^ l)arishes relations very different from 
those which regulate their ordinary iutercoui'se. It is not surprising 
that a people who are now experiencing the first invasion oi' i heir State 
should not at the outset have appreciated the duties and n(*c(‘ssities of 
the new position in which they suddenly find themselves placed. 

Kew Orleans is the commercial depot of the State. To it the wliol(‘ 
agricultural products of our soil are conveyed, and from it arc brought 
in return a large measure of the supplies for our plantations and the 
merchandise which forms the object of every species of traffic. The 
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chaBnels of trade constantly flow between it and the country, freighted 
with the every-day transactions of all classes of our citizens, thus bind¬ 
ing our urban and rural populations together by the strong bands of 
mutual dependence and reciprocal benefit. 

TRADE WITH THE ENE]MY FORBIDDEN. 

A state of public war, resulting in the armed occupancy of Xew 
Orleans by the enemy, changes these relations. There cannot be a 
war for arms and a peace for trade between two people at the same 
time. The armed occupants of that city are our enemies. To each 
loyal citizen of Louisiana and of the Confederacy every citizen of the 
country hostile to us is an enemy. We cannot barter our produce for 
theirs. We cannot exchange our corn, cattle, sugar, or cotton for their 
gold. We have no right even to pay money that was owing to the 
citizens of the now-hostile States before the war. Absolute non-inter¬ 
course—^the entire suspension of communication by visit or trade—^is 
the only safe rule for our guidance. It is a rule recognized*as impera¬ 
tive by all writers on public law and universally administered by the 
authorities of nations at war. 

COMMXJNIOATION WITH CITIZENS OF OCOITPIED PLACES IMUST CEASE. 

Nor is it prudent to hold communication with citizens of any portion 
of our territory temporarily occupied by the enemy. 

However much we may deplore their misfortunes, we must not per¬ 
mit these to be made the instruments for our further damage. The 
only proper and permissible manner in which we can communicate with 
the enemy or those under his control who are within his lines is under 
a flag of truce. 

Communication with New Orleans since its armed occupation has 
been almost unrestrained, save by the fears of those who desired, from 
motives either of gain or curiosity, to enter the lines of the enemy. 

Thi.s communication must cease and at once. It is well known that 
the general commanding the invading army opi^oses no obstacle to the 
ingress of any of our citizens into New Orleans, but invariably attaches 
to the passport for egress the statement ‘^This pass is given upon the 
parole of honor of the holder that he will in no way give information, 
countenance, aid, or support to the so-called Confederate Government 
or States.” This cunningly devised traj) to catch the unsuspiciuus visi¬ 
tor was expected to trammel him in the rendition of those serviee^ 
which his country demands. No parole is ever taken when these pass¬ 
ports are delivered—none ever required. This condition is inseited in 
the passport without iiotiticatioii to the applicant that it is to he r(‘(iuiiv(h 
in the belief that the apparent tacit consent of the reccivtT to a condi¬ 
tion thus sneakingly sought to he foisted upon him would beheld bind¬ 
ing in morals and in conscience. At first the jiassports were leceived 
unsusiiectingly and withont knowledge of the chaiaeteristic triekers 
contained in this clause, hnt it is now well knowm that none are given 
without it. * 


iHK eAssnoiri. 

Whoever, therefore, now \oluntaiil.\ ]ilaces liimselt in the power of 
the enemy by entering their lines throws a shade upon his loyalt> 
to his Government. The possession of a ]>assport containing the clause 
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above quoted subjects the holder to grave suspicion. Its receipt is 
incipient neutrality. The desire to fulfill the condition assumed to be 
imposed is only disguised indifierence to our success. The attempt to 
fulfill it is treachery to our cause. Ifo man can pretend to assimilate 
this ex-parte declaration of a Federal provost-marshal, to which no as¬ 
sent is made by parade or act, to the parole of honor well recognized 
in military usage, the observance of which must ever be regarded as a 
primary duty. Such paroles are given to and received by prisoners on 
either side that they will not renew their participation in hostilities 
until exchanged, and by persons sent from without the lines that they 
will not reveal what their presence has enabled them to see or hear. 

IfTeither the citizens of l^ew Orleans nor those visitors who have gone 
there since its occupation by the enemy are regarded by him as pris¬ 
oners of war. If prisoners, it is a manifest duty to feed them, and when 
permitted to depart from his lines he would require of them a parole to 
cease hostilities until exchanged. 

THE .PASSPORTS SHALL NOT BE A SHELTER FROM DUTY. 

It has come to my knowledge that some persons have gone to ISTew 
Orleans voluntarily, and without any apparent or avowed purpose to 
accomplish save the gratification ot an idle curiosity, and have since 
returned with some of these passports. When required to perform 
militia duty afterward, or accosted by the enrolling officer of con¬ 
scripts, they present the passport in which a Federal officer has as¬ 
sumed a promise that the holder will not countenance or aid his Govern¬ 
ment. If any citizen of this State confesses to such a promise he is 
self-convicted of treason. If such citizen holds himself bound not to 
countenance his own Government, he must be a traitor to it. He cannot 
ignore his own Government. If he does not countenance that, he must 
necessarily recognize the pretensions of those wlio seek to (*rush it; nor 
can he separate one part of the pretended parole from another. lie 
cannot claim that he holds himself bound by the stipulation not to give 
aid or support to his Government, and thus avoid nnlitary duty, with¬ 
out also confessing to an obligation not to countenance it, which is 
treason unmasked. 

The military officers will be charged with orders on this subject, Ihc 
rigorous execution of which will be required. Th(^ (Confederacy and 
the State recognizes but two classes—^its friends and its foes. 

In this mighty and awful struggle for our sacred rigids, Ibr tlu^ 
sanctity of our homes, for the enjoyment of liberty, for the salvation of 
our country, all considerations of blood or friendshij) must give way, all 
apprehensions for the safety of proi)erty must be disregardc^d. Obe¬ 
dience to the laws and acquiescence in the ])()licy of the (loverument will 
be the cheerful homage that every true man will make. I'iiose wlio are 
not true must be deprived of tlie power to do harm. 

SPIES, SALARIED INFORMERS, AND TOUIKS. 

Not the least evil of the consequenees llowiiig from communication by 
our citizens with the places occupied by the enemy is the facility it 
affords to spies, who traverse the country through the negligence of 
officers or the unsuspicious security of the peo])le. These spies com¬ 
municate with salaried informers, who are to be found in some locali¬ 
ties ready to serve any master for gold. 

The world has never furnished an instance of a peojile renouncing 
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their governmeut and establishing a new one with the unanimity which 
has characterized the people of the Confederate States, '^ot even the 
men of ’7G, those forefathers whom we are accustomed to think of as 
battling with undivided hearts for a severance from the Crown and the 
independence of their nation, approached so near to perfect unity as 
ourselves, in this struggle against a foe more malignant and vindictive 
than the one confronted by them. In the revolt of the Colonies whole 
districts were inhabited by tories, who strove to throttle the infant lib¬ 
erties of their countries and bind her by fetters to the throne. In our 
struggle they are rarely to be met, but though very few in number 
they exist, and with a hate of our Government not exceeded by the 
hate of their predecessors to the Government of George Washington. 
They can be tolerated no longer. If they did not wish to live under 
the Confederate Government they were warned by its President a year 
ago that they were at liberty to depart. They have made their option. 
They cannot live here and disregard our laws. They can neither hold 
property nor enjoy liberty if they disown the Government which pro¬ 
tects the one and insures the other. This would be true even in ordi¬ 
nary circumstances, but when the foe who aims at our subjugation is 
pressing our soil short must be the shrift of those who stand ready to 
welcome him. 

All possible vigilance must therefore be exercised for the detection 
of these spies and salaried informers and for their apprehension. All 
citizens should report to the nearest authorities the names and the 
proof or the grounds of suspicion. Nor must less rigor be enforced in 
the cases of those persons who have not obeyed the President's warning. 
Strangers must give a satisfactory account of themselves; the doubtful 
must be closely watched; the disloyal must be imprisoned, and when 
found guilty of treason must be held liable to the penalty due to that 
capital crime. 

COlN'rEBEKATE NOTES THE CURRENCY OP OUR COUNTRY. 

Manifold are the inducements presented by the enemy to begin trading 
with him. As temptations to you to thus violate your sacred duty as 
citizens of the Confederate States he offers high prices for your products, 
which he promises to pay in gold and silver. With equal assiduity he 
is engaged in efforts to depreciate the currency of your country. He 
forgets that every Confederate bond is a record and a certificate of a 
sum that has been contributed by generous and confiding citizens to 
secure the independence of their country; that every Conlederate note 
is the evidence that thus much of the wealth of the people has been 
loaned to the Government to help it in its struggle; that all the re- 
sourees of a republic of ten millions of j^eople, occujiying a vast terri¬ 
tory of unsui'iiassed productiveness, are pledged for their redemption; 
that they (*onstitute a currency that measures the value of all your 
liroperty", and that (*ustom and loyalty recognize them as a legal tender. 
They are re(*eived and paid as such by all patriots. He who refuses to 
receive them in the jiayment of a debt or in exchange for wliat he ofiers 
for sale does a direct injury to our saered cause, fans tlie latent s]>arks 
of treason, and gives indirect aid and comfort to the ruthless enemy 
who invades our soil, ravages our coasts, insults our mothers, wives, aud 
daughters, aud tyrannizes over our conqueriHl cities. The refusal to 
take Confederate inoiiey, if general, would at once paralyze our Govern¬ 
ment and put the Confederacy in imminent peril. Such refusal afiords 
a presumption of disloyalty, and the plea of ignorance is but a slight 
palliation of the grave offense. 
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BIVEB STEAMBOATS AND TKANSPOETS. 

The enemy needs river steamboats to transport his troops on their 
plundering expeditions along the Mississippi, and he seizes all that lie 
within his reach. He searches for them in bayous seldoin navigated, 
and by the aid of traitorous informers he has succeeded in capturing 
those that were thought to be effectually hidden. This must be pre¬ 
vented at any cost. As no concealment can be depended on, the boats 
must be destroyed whenever the near approach of the enemy shall leave 
no other means of preventing their capture. 

SUPPLIES OF PEOVISIONS FOR NEW ORLEANS. 

The delicate question of permitting ISTew Orleans to be supplied with 
provisions while in the occupation of the enemy was presented to me 
for decision soon after my return from Camp Moore, whither I had gone 
for the purpose of concerting with the authorities at Richmond plans 
for the future, which will soon be made manifest. Much was and is to 
be said for and against the policy. It is sufficient for my present pur- 
pos(‘ to say that 1 gave permits to two agents of the committee from 
the city to carry provisions to our citizens so long as the Federal 
general should faithfully observe his pledge not to a])propriate any 
portion of the provisions to other uses than supplying the wants of our 
own people. I was not awai^e of the danger that attended such a iioliey 
in affoiding advantages for the establishment of an intercourse which 
the previous part of this address will show I could not approve. But 
i did not expect that such a concession, made in tender consideration 
of the pi’essing wants of that city, would be abused by any of its own 
('itizens to the extent of committing an act little short of affording di¬ 
rect aid to, the enemy. Tlie recent act of the cashier of the Bank of 
America and his accomplices has convinced me that anydeparlure 
from the rule that the necessities of the population of any locality must 
be held subservient to the paramount consideration of the puldie safety 
is attended with ])eril, and that in my desire to relieve tlie p(*o])le of 
Kew Orleans 1 was subjecting the public interests to danger of injury. 
ISTo boats will hereafter he permitted to go to New Orleans or Baton 
Rouge while those ]daces are occupied b;y the enemy, unless, aft(u* the 
arrival of the commanding g(‘neral, Confederate offietu's should be tie- 
tailed for the T)uri)Ose of going in eharge of them in the inainier usually 
practiced by liolligereiits. 

CONTINUED UESTSTANCE OVil PARAMO I NT DUT^ . 

It is not proper for obvious reasons to state here in (Udail th(‘ meas¬ 
ures I have taken and the plans devised for the delens(‘ of our liom(‘s. 
The loss of New (h-leans and tlie oiieiiing of tin* IMississippi, which will 
soon follow, has greatly increased our daiigtT and dt^pri V(mI ns of man> 
resources for defense. With less means w^e liave inon^ to do 1 han Ixdbre. 
Every weapon ^ve have and all that onr skilirnl iiK^ehanies can inakt* 
wdll be needed. Every able-bodied citizen must liold himself in readi¬ 
ness for immediate active service. Brave, vigilant, energetic ol1ic(‘rs 
are authorized to raise bands of Bartisan Jvangers. L(d ever;!y possible 
assistance be rendered them informing, arming, equipping, and mount¬ 
ing their companies and in giving them support and information when 
in service. Let every citizen be an armed sentinel to give warning of 
any apiiroach of the insolent foe. Let all our river-bauks swarm with 
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armed patriots to teacli the hated invader that the rifle will be his only 
welcome on his errands of plunder and destruction. 'Wherever he 
dares to raise the nated emblem of tyranny tear it down and rend it 
in tatters. 


MU3MFORD THE MARTYR. 

The noble heroism of the patriot Mumford has placed his name high 
on the list of our martyred sons. When the Federal Navy reached 
New Orleans a squad of marines were sent on shore, who hoisted their 
flag on the Mint. The city was not occupied by the United States 
troops nor had they reached there. The place was not in their posses¬ 
sion. William B. Mumford pulled down the detested symbol with his 
own hands, and for that was condemned to be hung by General Butler 
after his arrival. Brought in full view of the scaflbld, his murderers 
hoped to appall his heroic soul by the exhibition of the implements of 
ignominious death. With the evidence of their determination to con¬ 
summate this brutal purpose before his eyes they offered him life on the 
condition that he would abjure his country and swear allegiance to her 
foe. He spurned the offer. Scorning to stain his soul with such foul 
dishonor, he met his fate courageously and transmitted to his country¬ 
men a fresh example of what men will do and dare when under the in¬ 
spiration of fervid patriotism. I shall not forget the outrage of his 
murder nor shall it pass unatoned. 

RULES THAT WILL NOT BE RELAXED. 

I am not introducing any new regulations for the conduct of our citi¬ 
zens, but am only placing before them those that every nation at war 
recognizes as necessary and proper to be enforced. It is needless there¬ 
fore to say that they will not be relaxed. On the contrary, I am but 
awaiting the assistance and presence of the general appointed to the 
department to inaugurate the most effectual method for their enforce¬ 
ment. rt is well to repeat them. 

Trading with the enemy is prohibited under all circumstances. 

Traveling to and from New Orleans and other places occupied by 
the ^nemy is forbidden. All passengers will be arrested. 

Citizens going to those places and returning with tlie enemy’s usual 
pass])ort will be arrested. 

C'ouscripls or militia-men having in possession such passports and 
seeking to shun duty under tlie pretext of a pai'ole shall be treated as 
public enemies. No such papers will be held siitiicieut excuse for inac¬ 
tion ])y any citizen. 

The utmost vigilance must be us<M b;\ olliciu's and cltizims in the de¬ 
tection of s{)ies and salaried informers and tlicir ap[U(di<‘U^ion prom])tly 
effected. 

T()ii<‘s ninst ^idfer tl3(‘fab" that every er of his country <le 

ser\'es. 

Coiifedeiat(‘ notes shaU bo reccivi^d and used as tlie euriency of the 
countiy. 

Biver stCc-inboats must iii no ease be permitted to be captured. Burn 
tbem vlien they cannot be saved. 

Piovisions may be couve\(Hl to New Oileans only in charge of offi¬ 
cers and under the precautionaiy logulations governing oommuuica- 
tion between belligerents. 
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OUR STEUG-OLE AND ITS SURE RESULT, 

The loss of New Orleans, bitter humiliation as it was to Louisian¬ 
ians, has not created despondency nor shaken our abiding faith in our 
success. Not to the eye of the enthusiastic patriot alone, who might 
be expected to color events with his hopes, but to the more impassioned 
gaze of the statesman that success was certain from the beginning. 
It is only the timid, the unreflecting, and the property-owner who 
thinks more of Ms possessions than his country that will succumb to 
the depressing influences of disaster. The great heart of the people has 
swelled with more intense aspirations for the cause the more it seemed 
to totter. Their confidence is well founded. The possession by the 
enemy of our seaboard and main water-courses ought to have been 
foreseen by us. His overwhelming naval force necessarily accom¬ 
plished the same results attained by the British with the same force in 
their war of subjugation. The final result will be the same. Let us 
turn unheeding ears to the rumors of foreign intervention. To believe 
is to rely on them. We must rely only on ourselves. Our recognition 
as a nation is one of those certainties of the future which nothing but 
our own unfaithfulness can prevent. We must not look around for 
help when the enemy is straight before us. Help yourselves. It is 
the great instrument of national as of individual success. 

THO. O. MOOEE, 
Oovernor of Louisiana, 

Opelousas, June 18,1862. 

[InclosnTe Ko. 2.] 

AN IMPOETANT OEDEE, 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of La., Miss., and E. La., 

No. 1. ) Jacltson, Mlss,^ June 24, 1862. 

By order of the President the undersigned assumes command of 
this department. It is recommended to all persons living williin 8 
miles of the Mississippi Elver to remove their laniilics and .servants to 
the interior, as it is the intention to defend the dei)artmcnt to the last 
extremity. 

EAEL VAN DOEN, 

Major-Gcncuil. 


[Inclostire No. 3.] 

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of tiu: Gulf, 

No. 150. ) J^ew Orleans^ June 30, 1862. 

Mrs. Philips, wife of Philip Plulii)S, having b(‘eii once imi)iisonc(l foi* 
ber traitorous proclivities and acts at Was^iinglon and released l)y 
clemency of the Government, and having been Ibmid traiiinig Inn* eliil- 
dren to spit upon oflicers of the United states, for which act ol‘ oiu^ ol' 
tho.se children both her husband and herself apologized and wei <‘ again 
forgiven, is now found on the balcony of her lioiise during 11 h‘ })assage 
of the funeral procession of Lieutenant DcKay laughing and moeking 
at his remains, and uj)on being inquired of by the commanding geiierid 
if this fact were so contemptuously replied, “I was in good spirits that 
day 

It is therefore ordered that she be not ‘^regarded and treated as a 
common wuman,” of whom no officer or soldier is bound to take notice. 
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but as an uncommon, bad, and dangerous woman, stirring wjy strife and 
inciting to riot; and that therefore she be confined at Ship Island, in 
the State of IMississippi, within proper limits there until further orders, 
and that shebc allowed one female servant, and no more, if she so choose; 
that one of the houses for hospital purposes be assigned her as quar¬ 
ters and a soldier’s ration each day served out to her, with the means of 
cooking the same, and that no verbal or written communication be al¬ 
lowed with her except through this ofiice, and that she be kept in close 
confinement until removed to Shij) Island. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAYIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant AdjtitanPGen&ral, 

[Inclosure Xo. 4.] 

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Depart]mext of the Gulf, 

Ko. 151. ) June 30,1862. 

Bidel Keller has been found exhibiting a human skeleton in his book¬ 
store window in a public place in this city, labeled ‘‘ Chickahominy ” in 
large letters, meaning and intending that the bones should be taken by 
the populace to be the hones of a Union soldier slain in that battle, in 
order to bring the authoritj" of the United States and our armies into 
contempt, and for that purpose had stated to the passers-by that the 
bones were those of a ^‘Yankee soldier;” whereas, in truth and fact, 
they were the bones purchased some weeks before of a Mexican consul, 
to whom they were pledged by a medical student: 

It is therefore ordered that for this desecration of the dead he be con¬ 
fined at Ship Island for two years at hard labor, and that he be allowed 
to communicate with no other person on the island except Mrs. Philips, 
who has been sent there for a like ofiense. Any written messages may 
be sent to him through these headquarters. 

Upon the order being read to him the said Keller requested that so 
much of it as associated him with ‘^that woman” might be recalled, 
whi(*h request was therefore reduced to writing by him as follows: 

New Orlcaxs, 30,1862. 

Mr. Keller desires that that part of tlie sentence Tvhicli refers totlie communication 
with Mrs. Philips be stricken out, as he does not wish to have communication with 
the said Mis. Philips. 

F. KELLER. 

AY it ness: 

D. Waters. 

Said request seeming to the commanding general to be reasonable, so 
much of said order is revoked, aud the remaiuder will be executed. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. UAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Absi^tant Adjutant-General. 

I Im lobuic Xo 3 ] 

Special Orders, ^ Udqus. Deparimext of the Gulf, 

Xo. 152. ] Xew Orleans, June 30, 1862. 

Jobu W. Andrews exhibited a cross, the emblem of the suffering of 
our blessed Saviour, fashioned torn personal ornament, which he said was 
made from the bones of a “■Yankee soldier.” and having shown this too 
without iebukt‘ in the Loui.T.iaua Club, wJiich claims to be composed of 
chi vail ie gentlemen: 
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It is therefore ordered that for this desecration of the dead he be 
confined at hard labor for two years on the fortifications at Ship Island, 
and that he be allowed no verbal or written communication to or with 
any one except through these headquarters. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

R. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjntnnt-Qejieral. 

[Inolosure No. 6.] 

Kew Orleans;, June 23, 1862. 

Moj. G-en. Benjamin F. Butler: 

Sir: The iindersignecl desire to resign their i>osition as administrators 
of the Charity Hospital of New Orleans, and as you are the only repre¬ 
sentative of executive authority in this part of the State of Louisiana to 
whom we can have access for that purpose we hereby resign the trust 
above referred to, and request that our resignation may be considered 
as taking effect immediately. 

Any assistance which wo may be able to render to those whom you 
may select as our successors will be cheerfully afforded. 

Very respectfully, yours. 

J. N. LEA. 

OH. JUIMONYILLE. 

JNO. 0. RICKS. 

W. C. BIBB. 


[Inolosure No. 7 1 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Heir Orlcan^^ La,. Jane 25, 1862. 

Messieurs: Your resignation of the trust of administration of the 
Charity Hospital cannot be accepted. You will continiu' to exendse 
your functions under the authority of the llnitcHl Slates until l‘iirth<‘r 
orders. It may be well that you should show your r<‘adiness to ronoiiuce 
official relations under the State authority, as its civil alVairs ai (‘ at pres¬ 
ent constituted ; hut >ours is a charity bclon^^iiu]; to all th(‘world; a 
refuge for tin* sick of all nations. CTpoii such instiliilions tin* llui((*d 
Slates hav(‘ not come to m.ake war, but ratluu’ to <i\(*rl, so far as ]m)s- 
Slide, the ('on.'^cqueiiccs <d* wmr. 1 can tluM’cfon* assun* tin* aid <ind pro¬ 
tection of the inilitar\ <lepartmcnt of the Covtainnenl in (‘\(4V |)ossil)lc 
way to > 0111 * institution. And on your ]>art, gimtlcnu*]!, Ii«i\(‘ \ou not 
duties to do to .\uur lellow-citizeiis, to vour city, to ,\our Slab*, to your 
country, to yourselves, and your Cod.' (Jan .\ou, as Christian men, 
lightly lay down those duties and turn over tin* adininistiation o1“ this 
institution to untried aud strange hands, by wdiom it may not lx* eanhxl 
on without derangement, confusion, and loss.^ If in this (l<i> of the dis 
tress of the city, and therefore of the highest us(dhliu‘ss (/i* v>ur insli 
tution, you desert your post and add one pang to tin* sudv pillow of a 
suffering invalid, otherwise to be avoided, how (*an y(;u iHX'oneih* ii to 
your consciences'' Indeed, from the tone of your lettiu* in otfering as 
sistaime to those who should take your places,' 1 do not uiuhnstand you 
as desiring to lay down your trust, but rather as acting in the beli<‘f that 
holding it may render you in some way obnoxious to inilirai\N or(l(*rs or 
to the acts of Congress operaiiug upon those Avho hold StaU* otfiees. 
Be assured that in this you are mistaken Administer your insliiution 
in the spirit of that '‘Charity which suflereth long and is kind, whudi 
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seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, beareth 
all things, endureth all things, iind never faileth.” 

N’o one can impute such action to you as evil. I will fill the vacancies 
in your board, because of the absence and death of some of its mem¬ 
bers, with such capable persons as may be qualified to aid you, and if 
you will call upon the medical director, Dr. Bache, he will consult with 
you as to the best means of carrying on your work. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Messieurs J. Lea, 

Charles Jtjmonville, 

John C. Eicks, 

William 0. Bibb, 

Administrators of the Charity Sosjgital^ New Orleans^ La. 


[Inclosnre No. 8.] 

Headquarters Department op the Gulp, 

New Orleans^ La.^ July 2, 1862, 
Hon. Salmon P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury: 

Sir : Will be found inclosed herewith minutes of the doings of a com¬ 
mission to inquire into the seizure of the specie of Samuel Smith & Co. 
The finding is that the case should be sent to the Department for in¬ 
vestigation. I should have sent the specie ($50,000) to you, but this re¬ 
markable state of things exists: 

Two paymasters came down here with $285,000, too little money to 
pay the troops of this department, some of wliom have not been paid 
for six months, and they and their families are suffering for their just 
dues, which, for the inefficiency of the Pay Department in not making 
proper requisitions, has not been furnished them. I shall therefore 
appropriate this $50,000 toward the payment of the troops left unpaid, 
one of which is a Western regiment not paid since December, and one 
a Maine one not paid since October. 

I shall borrow of one of the banks here $50,000 more in gold (I can¬ 
not get Treasury notes) upon my own credit and pledging the faith of 
the Government. This I have promised shall be returned in gold in 
sixty days, with interest at the rate of G per cent, per annum, and trust 
that pledge will be made good, as I shall have to suffer the loss. 

I shall also obtain from Adams & Co. here $50,000 in Treasuiy notes, 
or thereabout, and by leaving the allotments unpaid here, but to be paid 
in NTew York, I shall be able to have the payment completed ; but this 
only pays the March and April payment, leaving two months still due. 
May I ask therefore that my draft of $25,000 in favor of Adams & 
Co. be honored, and a future draft, not exceeding in all $50,000, be 
honored at sights so that Adams & Co. can send forward remittances 
to the soldiers’ wives, which have been used here to pay others, and that 
$50,000 in gold be sent me to repay that which I have borrowed. 

I would not let my soldiers go longer unpaid. It was injuring the 
credit of the Government with our foes and breeding sickness and dis¬ 
content among my men. 

Trusting that this action will meet approval in the emergency, I am, 
most truly, yours, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


33 R R—VOL XV 
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[Inclosure liTo. 9.1 

Hbaeqitaetees Depaetment op the Gtjlf, 

New Orleans, July 2, 1862. 

Mr. Asa S. Blake, 

Agent Adams Napress Gompcmy : 

SiE: I hereby order you to famish me with the sum of $25,000 at the 
earliest possible moment, for which amount I propose to give you a 
check on the Assistant Treasurer of the United States at Hew York; 
this in accordance with the terms proposed to you at our last interview, 
and I shall hold you for the above amount, as heretofore stated. 
EespectfuUy, yours, 

BEHJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inolosure Ko. 10.] 

Headquajrtees Depaetment op the Gulf, 

JS'ew Orleans^ July 3,1862. 

W. B. DmsMOEB, Esq., 

President Adams Ecopress Company: 

Dear Sir : I have this day compelled Mr. A. S. Blake, your agent, 
of this city, to furnish me with the sum of $25,000, for which amount I 
have handed him a check drawn upon the Assistant Treasurer of the 
CJnited States at New York, He has strongly resisted me in the mat¬ 
ter, not wishing to deviate fi^m his instructions and the rules of your 
company. 

Knowing, however, that the matter as proposed and insisted upon by 
me will not conflict in any way with your interest, and as necessity 
knows no law” I have taken such stops in this aJttair as the occasion 
and the wants of my troops demand. 

EespectfuUy, 

BENJ. E. BUTLEE, 
Major^Oeneraly Commanding, 


Aboard Flag-Boat, 

Above Vicksburg, June 28, 1862. 

Major-General Halleok: 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I have passed tbo batteries 
and am now above Vicksburg with tbo greatest part of my fleet. I 
drove the men from the batteries, but they remained quiet till we 
passed, and then they up again and raked us. They have some eight 
regiments, or 10,000 troops, to replenish the batteries and prevent us 
from landing. Brigadier-General Williams is acting in concert with 
me, but bis force is too small to attempt to land on the Vicksburg side, 
but he is cutting a ditch across the peninsula to change the course of 
the river. My orders, general, are to clear the river. This I find im¬ 
possible without your assistance. Can you aid me in this matter to 
carry out the peremptory order of the Presidents* I am satisfied that 
you will act for the best advantage of the Government in this matter, 
and shall therefore wait with great anxiety your reply. Lieutenant- 


Sec Halleck to Farragut, July 3, p. 517. 
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Colonel EUet, who has kindly offered to co-operate with me in any way 
in Ms power, has also offered to send this dispatch to yon. 

I remain, with respect, yonr obedient servant, 

D. G. FAERAGUT, 

JPlag-Offioer^ Commanding. 


Corinth, Miss., June 28,1862. 

(Received July 1, 8.45 p. m.) 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Tour telegram of 23d is received. Five days en route. It is impos¬ 
sible to send to Vicksburg at present, but I will give the matter my fiill 
attention as soon as circumstances will permit. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Steam-Eam Switzerland, 

Above Vicksburg^ June 28 (via Memjghie^ July 2), 1862. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Since my dispatch informing you that I had communicated with Flag- 
Officer Farragut I have been able to maintain constant intercourse 
with his fleet through the active energy of General Williams, who 
holds possession of the neck of land between the two fleets. On the 
26th instant I went up the Yazoo River with two rams, the Monarch 
and Lancaster, the latter under command of Medical Cadet Charles E. 
Ellet. I proceeded about 65 miles to a point where the river is ob¬ 
structed by a raft built by the enemy and protected by four guns in 
battery. My object was to capture or destroy three of the enemy^s gun¬ 
boats that I was informed were lying below the raft—^the Van Dorn, 
Polk, and Livingston. I ran up close under the battery, and was morti¬ 
fied to see the enemy set fire to the boats and start them adrift down 
upon us. I was obliged to leave the river to escape the conflagration. 
The three boats were totally destroyed. The enemy did not fire upon 
us. It is with great pleasure that I announce the arrival of Flag-Officer 
Farragut, with nine vessels of his fleet, above Vicksburg. They passed 
up this morning about 5 o’clock through a severe fire from some 30 or 40 
of the enemy’s guns. Their loss was, as far as reported, 4 men killed 
and 13 wounded. 

Respectfully, 

ALFRED W. ELLET, 

lAcutcnant- Colonel. 


War Departm:nt, 
Washington City^ D. C., June 29,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

Commanding^ d'C., l^ew Orleans^ La,: 

Sir : My last cominunieation to you, intrusted for delivery to Cuth- 
bert Bullitt, esq., then on the point of departing for New Orleans, bore 
date on the 23d instant, and since that time I have received your dis- 
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patches of the 17th, 18th, and 19th instant, with' their various inclos- 
Tires* 

The suggestions made in your dispatch of the 10th instant as to a 
“ qualified amnesty have been brought to the notice of the President, 
and his determination shall be announced to you with the least possible 

The attention of the President has also been drawn to your General 
' Orders, Fo. 41, requiring certain oaths from foreigners resident atlTew 
' Orleans, as well as to your correspondence on that subject with the 
• acting British consul, and two communications relative thereto have 
been received from the State Department, of which copies are herewith 
transmitted to you by direction of the President for your information 
and guidance. * . , « « 

The Department has likewise received from the Secretary of State 
the inclosed copy of certain instructions issued by him to the Hon. 
Eeverdy Johnson to examine and report as to the facts touching the 
sugars claimed by certain British, French, and Grecian merchants, of 
which mention was made in your dispatch of the 17th instant, and also 
a letter, of which a copy is inclosed, approving your course with reference 
to the Mexican consulate, which it gives me great pleasure to transmit 
to you. 

The views expressed in your dispatch of the 25th May, to which you 
-again refer in that of the 18th instant, as to the policy to be pursued in 
regard to persons held under the laws of Louisiana to labor or service, 
but whom the fortunes of war have placed within your command, have 
strongly impressed me. It has not yet, however, been deemed necessary 
or wise to fetter your judgment by any specific instructions in this 
regard. 

Your last dispatch upon this subject and the accompanying report of 
General Phelps, which we^e not received until the 28th instant, shall be 
laid before the President. Pending his consideration, and any action 
which he may sec fit to take thereon, it is confidently hoped that, exer¬ 
cising your accustomed skill and discretion, you will so deal with this 
question as to avoid any serious embarrassment to the Government or 
any difficulty with General Phelps. 

Your coydial commendation of liis skill, exi)erience, and courage 
renders the Department very unwilling to forego the aid of liis services. 

The news of the brilliant achievement of Lieutenant-Colonel Kimball, 
of the Twelfth Maine Volunteers, and the brave men under his com¬ 
mand, at Manchac Pass was very gratifying to the Department, and it 
entirely approves your action in allowing the regiment to retain the 
colors which they had so gallantly taken from the enemy. 

Information has reached the Department that General McClellan has 
met with a serious reverse in front of Eichmond. Tliongh the details 
have not transpired, it is quite certain that the published accounts are 
very much exaggerated. The army has changed its base, with com¬ 
paratively little loss, to a much stronger position (Turkey Point) on the 
James River, and will, it is confidently expected, very soon march on 
and into Richmond. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWIK M. STAKTOK, 

Secretary of War, 


[June 30, 1862.—For Butler to the French consul, see Series III, 
Voi. n.] 
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Mej^his, Tei^n., July 2,1862. 

Hon. Gideon Welles, 

Secretary of Navy: 

I have arrived at Island li^o. 76 and am in communication with Flag- 
Officer Farragut. 


0. H. DAVIS, 

Flag-O^er, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department op the Gulp, 

No, 47. j New Orleans^ July 2,1862. 

Commanding officers of posts within this department will only order 
the sales *01 free distribution of army provisions in extreme cases of 
destitution to prevent starvation, and then only in small quantities, the 
order stating the amount ordered to be sold or distributed. He will 
immediately report the order, by copy, to the headquarters of the de¬ 
partment, and all distributions now being made wiU on the receipt of 
this order be so reported. 

The commissaries making these distributions will report weekly to 
their commanding officers the amount of stores issued and the number 
of persons issued to, with an account of sales, a duplicate of which will 
be sent to the chief commissary of the department. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Ga;ptain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Corinth, July 3,1862. 


Flag-Officer Farrag-ut, 

Commanding U. S, Flotilla in the Mississij^yi: 

The scattered and weakened condition of my forces renders it impos¬ 
sible for me at the present moment to detach any to co-operate with 
you on Vicksburg.* Probably I shall be able to do so as soon as I can 
get my troops more concentrated. . This may delay the clearing of the 
river, but its accomplishment wiU be certain in a few weeks. Allow 
me to congratulate you on your great successes. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Nayy Department, July 5, 18G2. 

Senior Naval Ofpicer, Gairo^Ill,: 

Please forward the following by special boat : 

Flag-Officer D. Gr. Farragut, off VicJcshurg: 

As sooQ as you can spare them from your operatious at Vicksburg send tvrely© 
mortar-boats and the Octorara, Tvith Commander Pori or, to Hampton Roads. Retain 
the others under Commander Ren^haw. Let there be no delay. Answer by tel©- 

G1DE02T WELLES. 


[July 7, 18C2.—For Butler to Oopp^-'ll, actiug Britisli consul, see 
Series III, Yol. II.] 


See Farragnt to Ilalleck, June 28, p. 514. 
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Genbeal Obdees, ) Hdqes. Depaetment of the Gulf, 

4S. f Orleans^ July 9, 1862. 

All dividends, interest, coupons, stock certificates, and accrued in- 
terest due any or payable by any incorporated or joint-stock company 
to any citizen of the United States j and any notes, dues, claims, and 
accounts of any such citizen due from any such company or any pri- 
vate person or company within this department, which have heretofore 
been retained under any supposed order, authority, act of sequestration, 
garnishee process, or in any way emanating under the supposed Confed¬ 
erate States or the State of Louisiana since the fraudulent ordinance of 
secession, are hereby ordered to be paid and delivered respectively to 
the lawful owners thereof or their duly authorized agents. 

Bv command of Major-General Butler: * 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-Cmeral. 


Heauquaetees Depaetment of the Gulf, 

2^ew Orleans^ July 10,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

SiE: I have the honor to acknowledge the dispatches of the Depart¬ 
ment of June 10 and 23, received on the 7th of July. Being the first 
that came they were very grateful, and the approval of the Department 
of my acts was* most sustaining. I have forwarded the commission and 
accompanying papers to Colonel Shepley. Inclosed please find report 
of General Williams of his operations in conjunction with the fleet up 
the river, with the sketches, which show what has been done.* Every¬ 
thing is quiet here. 

Wo have rumors of attempts to be made upon Baton Eouge, and 
I have strengthened the force there by the addition of a regiment and 
battery, so that they have now there three regiments, twelve pieces of 
artillery, and a company of cavalry. This large force is sent there 
rather to relieve the anxieties of the inhabitants than in any belief 
that it is necessary 5 besides, it will be a good point to move from, when 
necessary, toward the interior. 

One Castle, a planter, whose property we destroyed and whose hab¬ 
itation we rooted oat because he was the leader of a band of guerrillas, 
and which by his order fired into an unarmed boat of Elag-OHicer Far- 
ragut, has come in and voluntarily given himself up and asked only 
amnesty for his life. He is in confinement. 

I desire to renew my request for an experienced briaadior-gcucral, 
such as Lieutenant Weitzel would be if he held that commission. 

I am, most truly, your obedient servant, 

mmj. F. imTLFF, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


[July 11,1862.—For Butler to Secretary of State, see Series Til, 
Vol. IL] 


Major-G-eneral Halleok : 


Wae Department, 

July 14,18C2. 


The Secretary of the Navy desires to know whether you have or 


See p. 26. 
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intend to have any land force to co-operate in tlie operations at Vicks¬ 
burg. Please inform me immediately, inasmuch as orders he intends to 
give will depend on your answer. 

ED WEST M. STAISTTOK 

Secretary of War, 


OOEINTH, Miss., July 15,1862—10.40 a. m. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

I cannot at present give Commodore Farragut any aid against Vicks¬ 
burg. I am sending re-enforcements to General Curtis in Arkansas 
and to General Buell in Tennessee and Kentucky. 

H. W. HALLBCK, 

Major-QeneraL 


Hdqes. FmsT Dist., Dept, op Miss, and East La., 

Tangijyahoa^ La,^ July 15,1862. 

Major-General Bxjtlee, 

Commanding United States Forces^ Neio Orleans^ La,: 

Geneeal: I have received petitions from officers of the First Eegi- 
ment Louisiana Partisan Eangers touching the case of Henry Castle, 
jr., a private of Company H, of that regiment, and also an application 
respecting Thomas C. Pennington, a i)rivate of Capt. Wilson Tate’s 
company, of the same regiment, and I deem it expedient to request 
your early consideration of the subject. 

It appears that Private Castle was capinred by a detachment of Fed¬ 
eral troops in the vicinity of Baton Eouge on or about the 7th of the 
present month and Private Pennington on or about the 28th day of 
June; that they were taken to Kew Orleans, and are held either there 
or at one of the forts in the vicinity in close confinement, with tibie 
threat that they are to be tried and executed as members of a military 
organization not sanctioned by the laws of civilized waidare. It is to 
be observed that the first great law of nature, the right of self-defense, 
is inherent in communities as well as individuals. Xo law condemns the 
individual who slays the robber or the assassin, and no just law can con¬ 
demn a community for using all its power to resist the invader and 
drive him from their soil. The exercise of this right, so universally 
recognized, becomes an imperative duty when the invader, as has been 
the case with the Federal troops in this district, disregards those rules 
of warfare recognized and respected by all civilized nations and adopts 
that code w^hich has heretofore been confined to the rudest savages. 

The proof of this is unfortunately too abundant in the vicinity of 
Baton Eouge. It is attested by helpless women and children flying 
from their burning homes; by the desolation of i)lantations; by the 
plunder of private property, and the wanton destruction of growing 
crops. Such acts are crimes against humanity, and justify all men in 
taking up arms against their perpetiators. 

The independence of nations has rarely been achieved by regular 
armies. Our own Eevolution—^that Eevolution which successfully es¬ 
tablished the great principle for which the Confederate States are now 
contending, that ‘^all governments derive their just powers from the 
consent of the governed”—was mainly fought out by men who left the 


f 
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plow at the news of the enemy^s approach and returned to it when he 
had been driven back. It may be conceded that in Europe, where the 
governments mainly rely upon large standing armies, which are as 
much as possible disconnected with the people, and where the policy 
is to prevent the people from bearing arms under almost any circum¬ 
stances, some very absurd refinements on this subject have been as¬ 
serted and to some extent tolerated. But such doctrines have never 
been recognized on this continent. The United States especially has 
always repudiated them. 

The various revolutions which have agitated the Central and South 
American States have been conducted by the people, frequently with¬ 
out leaders other than those chosen upon the spur of the occasion to 
direct a single enterprise. And, to recur to the Eevolution of our fore¬ 
fathers, the history of that immortal struggle abounds with instances 
where the hardy yeomen, as at Lexington and Bunker Hill, were, like 
the clansmen of Eoderick Dhu, called by a concerted signal to some 
“Lanrick Mead,’^ and there selected their officers upon the very field of 
battle. 

But whatever difi’erence of opinion may exist on this point, it has 
never been claimed, even by the most stringent advocates of legitimacy, 
that one belligerent has any right to complain of the name or form which 
the other may choose to give to its military organizations. The right 
to adapt these to the peculiar service required has been universally 
conceded. So far indeed has this practice been carried in naval war¬ 
fare that privateersmen, ^^the miUtia of the seas,^^ with charters as 
broad as the ocean’s bounds, are recognized as legitimate among bel¬ 
ligerents. And now indeed the extraordinary spectacle is presented 
to the contemplation of civilized man, in this boasted nineteenth cen¬ 
tury of the Christian worl(L of a nation claiming to be civilized, in 
violation of its constitutioifal obligations, inaugurating deliberately 
servile war, by stimulating the half-civilized African to raise his hand 
against his master and benefactor, and thus make war upon the Anglo- 
Saxon race—war on human nature. 

This with the Federal Government is legitimate warfare 5 but the 
defense of their firesides by Southern citizens is treason and murder. In 
military organizations the Polish Lancers, French Zouaves, and British 
Corps of Scouts and Guides in the late East Indian war are cases in 
point. The Confederate States claim and have exercised this undoubted 
right. The formation of companies, battalions, and regiments of Parti¬ 
san Eangers has been specially autWized by an act of Congress. The 
officers of this corps are commissioned; the men are regularly mustered 
into service, receive pay, rations, and equipment from the Government, 
and are entitled to the same privileges and governed by the same reg¬ 
ulations as all other troops in thq Confederate service. It is hot. per¬ 
ceived therefore what pretext can be ollered by the enemy for sul)j(ict- 
ing the members of this corps to a dillercnt treatment from that ex¬ 
tended to other prisoners of war. Certainly no such distinction can be 
recognized or tolerated by us. The Government, linving called these 
men into service, is bound by every obligation of good fiiith to ])roteet 
them to the extent of its power, and if found necessary lor their pro¬ 
tection, as well as for that of numerous unarmed citizens who liave been 
subjected to outrages unparalleled in civilized warfare, will not hesi¬ 
tate, I feel constrained to declare, to resort to retaliation, even to the 
extent sanctioned by the Jewish law, “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth, and life for life.” 
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I await an answer, containing an explicit declaration of the inten¬ 
tions of the United States GoTerninent respecting these prisoners. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 
Brigadier-Generalj Commanding District. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

N&uo Orleans^ La.^ July 16,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : After consultation with Mr. Johnson, whose official position and 
past services to the country I thought I had a right to call for advices 
and with the wish of Governor Shepley, I have thought it best that 
he should go to Washington to represent the needs of this State gov¬ 
ernment, as well as the conditions of affairs in this department. 

I look upon the questions to be presented by Governor Shepley, upon 
which he is fully advised of my opinions, to be the turning points of the 
war in the Southwest. Certain it is that some determination of these 
questions must be reached or they will determine themselves in disas¬ 
ter and ruin to the State of Louisiana. 

In the recruiting I am succeeding very weU indeed; and while these 
troops would be proper to lead elsewhere upon the Southern coast, it 
would be a doubtful experiment to rely upon them solely here. 

I think the needs of the service are such that I have sent an order to 
recall General Williams from Vicksburg in expectation of the imme¬ 
diate advance upon that place by General Grant. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER. 


[July 16-29, 1862.—For correspondence between General Butler and 
Hon. Eeverdy JohnSon, special commissioner from the Department of 
State, see Series III, Vol. II.] 


United States Stbam-Eam Switzerland, 
Above Viclcsburg, July 13 {via July 16), 1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I have received from Quartermaster Brooks ten brass field pieces 
to add to the security of my boat from the attacks of the guerrilla bands 
that are now infesting the banks of the river and to enable us to in¬ 
flict punishment on such bands when they do attack Ui?. I find it nec¬ 
essary to enable me to man these guns to ask for authority to increase 
my military force 75 men^\nd, if consistent v. ith the service, would wish 
to obtain these men from tlie Seventh Regiment Illinois Volunteer In¬ 
fantry. At present I am keeping my force occupied by occasionally 
sending a boat to iMemphis at the request of Flag-Officers Farragut 
and Davis, and by reconnaissances up the Yazoo River. Yesterday I 
found our guns of greaL service upon one of these trips. I was attacked 
and fired into by various bands, who scattered and fled before each 
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'well-directed discharge of grape. The Yazoo Eiver is lined with these 
ruffian bands and filled with valuable steamers owned by the Southern 
Confederacy, I have but just recovered from a severe spell of illness 
that has confined me to my bed for six days. I have offered myself and 
all my force both to Flag-Officers Farragut and Davis, to assist in any 
enterprise they may wish to attempt. I shall of course promptly re¬ 
spond to any call from either of them. 

ALFEED W. ELLET, 
JAeutenanlrGolonel, Oornmanding Fleet, 


Department op State, 
Washington^ July 18, 1862. 


Hon. B. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : With reference to the communications which have from time to 
time been addressed to you by this Department, suggesting a military 
occupation of Texas in the neighborhood of Brownsville, I have the 
honor to inclose extracts from a private letter of Charles Hunter, com¬ 
manding the ITnited States steamer Montgomery, blockading the mouth 
of the Eio Grande, to the chief clerk of the Department of State. 

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 


pnclostire.] 

United States Steaimer Montg-omery, 

Off the Mo Grande^ June 16, 1862. 

The poor refugees still come to us, one, two, or three each day. They 
flee for their lives, leaving everything. One man came on board yes¬ 
terday who was pursued. He plunged in and swam across the Eio 
, Grande, but was shot at several times. Another belonging to the 
Texan army got leave for six days to go into Mexico to collect a 
debt. He showed me his pass. I said to him, Well, your time is up 
in two days and I suppose that you will wish to go back, as you must 
have come merely to pay us a visit.” He looked up at our flag and 
with tears in his eyes said, ^‘Oh! no, sir; thank God, I am undor the 
dear old flag again.” We have about 40 on board now, and tli(‘y are as 
happy as they can be. Between 70 and 80 others left in tin* Kensing¬ 
ton. * * * We have on board three Union gentlemen iVoin Texas, 
men of influence; one is a judge, another a celebrated lawyer, and the 
other an influential politician. They are going to Wasliinglon to see 
the President and suggest the immediate occu]iation of Texas. 

There is a large number of Union men in the State who only want arms 
and protection to organize themselves and drive the seccissionists out. 


Headqtjaeteks Foet Saint Philip, 

July 18,1862. 

Oapt. B. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain: In obedience to an order of General Butler I have the 
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honor to, forward a report of Lieutenant-Colonel Hesseltine upon the 
present condition of Fort Jackson, that officer being now in command 
there, Major Grover being in command of this post at present. 

The burning of the citadel and the demolition of its walls, which are 
at present in progress, give the fort an appearance of confasion and 
ruin that does not really exist. I am surprised to notice the small amount 
of actual damage that the works have sustained by the severe bom¬ 
bardment to which it has been exposed. 

The ramparts are encumbered in many places with rubbish which 
may easily be cleared away, and the parapets are somewhat injured 
by neglect and abrasion in several places. The scarp-walls have been 
slightly injured in a few places by shot and shell, but no material 
damage has been sustained by them. The revetment of the parapets 
is of brick masonry and requires some repairs, as it has been neglected 
for a long time and was not originally protected at top from the weather 
by a water-proof. Five guns only were dismounted during the bombard¬ 
ment, and these may easily be put in position, as the injury is to the 
carriages only, and that only trifling in amount. In a word, the prin¬ 
cipal Sfflculty wdth the fort is slovenliness, as with Fort Saint Philip, 
apparently of long standing, and this I am endeavoring to correct as 
speedily as possible. 

I have not yet been able to instruct the men in the manual of the 
guns, as all our force is required for guard duty. 

If any exigency should arise to require it the entire armament of 
the fort might be put into serviceable condition in two or three weeks. 
The casemate guns are all in good condition, and may be made ready 
for use in a few hours. Indeed a full garrison of instructed artillerists 
could make a very good fight in the fort to-morrow, though the guns 
should first be overhauled and cleaned and the elevating screws and 
journals lubricated. Beyond that little is absolutely necessaiy by way 
of preparation, except clearing away the rubbish immediately about the 
guns. * 

The work now in progress in the fort (the masonry) seems to be going 
on without much method and under no sufficient direction. I have not 
yet had time to examine the matter properly, and am not informed as 
to the amount of supervision and direction I am expected or desired to 
exercise in that matter. So far my time has been mainly taken up by 
incessant attention to sanitary matters, as I found the forts in a shock¬ 
ing condition of neglect and dirt. 

Very respectfully, 


XEAL DOW, 

Brigadler-General^ Comniancling. 


[Incloaure ] 

IIeadquauteks. 

Fort Jackson^ July 17. 1S(>2. 

Feederio Speed, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

In compliance wdth the order of Geiu-ral Xoal Dow I respectfully 
submit, through you, the Ibllowiug leport of the iireseut state of defense 
of Fort Jackson and what remains to be done: 

Casemates Xos. 1 and 4, in the east front curtain, I find seriously 
damaged by the force of heavy shells breaking through the parapet, 
Xo. 4 having been struck four times and badly shattered. Besides this, 
a bad fissure extends across all the arches, which need to be laid open 
and keyed up. 
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In the northwest front curtain casemates l^os. 3, 4, 6 , and 7 are con¬ 
siderably weakened in the arches by the same cause. These two cur¬ 
tains mount fourteen 24-pounder smooth-bore guns, all serviceable. The 
chassis are good, but ten of the carriages are iron, of a pattern not now 
used in the United States service. 

I find all the guns of the flank defense, ten 24-pounder howitzers, in 
good order, bat the two casemates of the north bastion are nearly, if 
not (juite, unserviceable 5 also one casemate in the northwest bastion is 
much damaged, the front wall being badly cracked. All the other 
casemates in the remaining bastion, as well as the front sally-port, are 
slightly injured, each being struck at least twice by the shells. 

The outer barbette wall of the north, west, and east bastions is 
broken in many places, but not seriously damaged. The north bas¬ 
tion mounts, m barbette, two 8 -ineh columbiads, one 10 -inch siege mor¬ 
tar; the east bastion mounts one 8 -inch columbiad, two 8 -incli siege 
mortars. 

The barbette scarp-wall is badly torn down; more than one-half will 
have to be rebuilt. The counter-scarp wall is also very badly damaged, 
and full two-thirds must be rebuilt. 

The water battery mounts one 10 -inch columbiad, two 8 -inch colum¬ 
biads, two 32-pounder rifled guns, one 10 -inch siege coast mortar. This 
battery is greatly in want of repair and nearly unserviceable. The guns 
were mounted when the masonry was too green, the traverse circles in 
consequence becoming very uneven. In my judgment these guns should 
be dismounted and brought within the fort. 

The following is a list of the guns mounted en barbette, all service¬ 
able; Two 10-inch columbiads; one 42'pounder rifled Parrott gun ; six 
42-pounder smooth-bore guns, old United States Navy pattern; four¬ 
teen 32-pounder smooth-bore guns; ten 24-pounder smooth-bore guns; 
two siege howitzers, unserviceable; two 32-pounder smooth-bore guns; 
two 24-pounder smooth-bore guns. 

The magazines are all good. I send inclosed an inventory of all 
ordnance stores within the fort. The powder is all in cartridges and 
headed in barrels; it cannot be overhauled and aired as it should he for 
want of copper implements. I understand a requisition was made some 
time since for them, but it has not yet been filled. 

I have no experience in fortifications, but in my judgment this lorl is 
in a very good state of defense, and this is daily growing b(*tt(n*. I 
have no doubt that it can endure a bombardment of equal severity and 
three times the length of the one it has just passed through. To |)iit it 
in a thorough state of defense, the casemates, bastion, scarp and counter¬ 
scarp walls, which I have spoken of as injured, should bo tlioronglily 
repaired. This work is now going on; a number of the casemates w Iiich 
were injured are already repaired. Sufficient brick for the rei).nr of 
the whole fort can be obtained from the citadel, whicli is being demol¬ 
ished. With the present force of 0 masons and 5 carpentcu's, 4 bl ndc- 
smiths, 69 laborers, it will require, I think, from three to four months 
to put it in a thorough state of defense. 

It will be very apparent, in looking over the list of ordinin(*e v hich 
I have given, that most of the guns are of too short range to ()pi)ose 
modern artillery. 

To provide for an attack from below the trees ydiich now oi)sl‘nict 
the range of vessels lying around the bend of the river should be cut 
down, providing more rified guns were obtained and mounted. 

This report has been made alter an acquaintance of only twenty-1 our 
hours with the fort, and I think of nothing turtber which ‘‘remains to 
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be done” for tbe defense of the fort but the thorough drill in artillery 
of the infantry force now here. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

FEAXK S. HESSELTIXE, 

Lieut. Ool. Thirteenth Me. Eegt.^ Gomdg. Fort Jackson. 


Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

Few Orleans^ La.j July 19,1862. 
Editor of the Few Orleans Daily Picayune: 

Sir: As an editoral in your issue of this morning, entitled warning 
to intermeddlers,” contains several misstatements of facts, I am directed 
by the major-general commanding to make the following statement in 
regard to the case, with the request titiat you will give it publicity in 
your columns: 

The young slave girl indicated was enticed into the quarters of an 
United States officer in direct violation of a general order prohibiting 
such conduct, and evidently for improper purposes. An attempt was 
afterward made by another colored woman of questionable character to 
conceal the young girl. Subsequently the mistress called upon the 
general, and instead, as you say, of her experiencing some difficulty in 
obtaining admittance to him, he went out to her carriage to see her, in 
consideration of her being ill. Upon learning the particulars of the 
case, he asked the girl if she was '^ling to go home to her mistress if 
w^ll treated there, and upon her expressing such readiness he sent her 
in charge of an orderly to her old home. 

Your statement in relation to the arrest of the chaplain of the regi¬ 
ment is entirely incorrect, as no such arrest was ever made. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. F. PUFFEE, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-camp. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Feic Orleans^ La.., July 19, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. J. W. Phelps, Gomdg. Forces^at Camp Parapet: 

General: Communications have this day been received through 
you from the Fifteenth Maine Eegiment and the Eighth Xew Hamp¬ 
shire Eegiment, of your command, urging the necessity of having fresh 
beef and vegetables furnished them. With regard to the vegetables, 
they should be either furnished from the company’s fund or, as you 
suggest, the captains of companies might exchange their salt beef for 
them. Of course they can be procured fresher and quite as cheap 
around the camp as in the city. Upon consultation with the chief com¬ 
missary, Colonel Turner, he says that he will endeavor to hcnd you 
some head of cattle as soon as possible. It is impossible to furnish 
your camp with the meat that comes out packed in ice, for it spoils 
almost immediately after removal from the vessel. There is no doubt 
but that tent floors are almost indispensable in this climate, but un¬ 
fortunately we have a very limited supply of lumber until we can pro¬ 
cure some from Ship Island and other sources. As soon as any can 
be procured it shall be forwarded to your camp. 

By order of Major-General Butler. 

I remain, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oenercd. 
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Headquaeteks Depaeticent op the Gulf, 

New Orlems, La., July 19,1862, 

'aptain Stapfoed, Assistant Promst-Marshal: 

SiE: The course pursued by certain persons in ordering their slaves 
‘ to go to the Yankees,’^ or to join the Federajls, described in your note, 
nd like acts, has been brought to my notice from different sources 
ueviously to your communication, and certainly is a great wrong as 
rell to the Government as to the negroes. In order to correct this 
vil, therefore, let it be known that all such declarations by the owners 
0 their slaves will by the authority here be taken and deemed acts 
f voluntary emancipation, and slaves sent away by their masters with 
uch declarations as you described, or equivalent ones, will be regarded 
.nd treated as manumitted and emancipated. You will see to it that 
his necessary police regulation is carried into effect. 

EespectfuUy, 

BEI^J. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hdqes. Westeen Dist., Dept, of the South, 

Pensacola, Fla.^ July 19, 1862. 

laj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butlee, 

Commanding Lejgartment of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.: 
Geneeal: The steamboat Creole arrived here yesterday and au- 
wers the requirements of the public service in this harbor remarkably 
reU. I thank you for so promptly responding to my call for a river 
teamboat. It would afford me great pleasure to furnish General But- 
3 r with anything in this district needed for the public service, provided 
could do so with propriety, in accordance with my duty to my own 
ommand and my responsibility to the commander of the Department 
f the South. As all of the regular officers of experience serving with 
ly command are performing such responsible duties at present that 
bey could not possibly be detached even for a limited time, and as my 
Id department has been merged into the Department of the South, 
nd been called a district, I do not feel as free to act now as formerly, 
nless immediate action is necessary and the urgency of the case de- 
lands that I should take the responsibility. 

I regret, for the reason cited above, that I am unable at this time to 
ratify you by ordering a regular officer to report to you for the pur- 
ose stated in your communication of the 10th instant. I have been 
iformed that your chief of artillery, &c., can furnish me with ordnance 
nd ordnance stores, which I require immediately. You will greatly 
enefit the service and oblige me by ordering your staff officers to liil 
re requisitions made on them by my chief quartermaster and acting 
rdnance officers, if the articles required can be conveniently supi)lied 
'om the stores on hand in the Department of the Gulf. 

I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

L. G. AENOLD, 

Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 


ENEEAL OEDEES, » IIdQES. DePAETMENT OF THE GULF, 

No. 50. J New Orleans, July 19, 1802. 

Each bank and banking company in Nevr Orleans will make, under 
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oath of the cashier,* a statement of the condition of the hank, in the 
form heretofore made to the board of currency, on the first Monday of 
May, June, July, and Monday, July 21, instant. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Oaptain md Acting Assistmit Adjutant-General. 


War Depahtment, Adjtjtant-Geneeal’s Oppiob, 

Washington^ July 23, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Btjtlee, 

Commanding B^artmnt of the Gulf Ifevo OrUam, La.: 

SiE: By direction of the Secretary of War I respectfully inclose here¬ 
with for your information a copy of a communication received from the 
Navy Department in relation to towing certain vessels of war in the 
Mississippi Eiver. The Secretary desires you will return the inclosed 
with a report in the case.* 

I am, sir, &c. 

L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 

[^closiir«.] 

Navy Department, June 27,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a communication 
addressed to Flag-Officer Farragut, under date of the 16th instant, by 
Commander D. D. Porter, and would respectfully call your attention to 
the abuses said to be practiced, to the great detriment of naval opera¬ 
tions and the public interest. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GIDEON WELLES. 


[Sub-ixicloBiire.J 

United States Flag-Ship Hartford, 

Baton Eouge^ June 16, 1862. 

Hon. Gideon Welles, 

Secretary of the Navy^ Washington^ B. C. : 

Sir : I have the honor herewith to inclose a letter from Captain Por¬ 
ter, which will give you a slight idea of the difficulties with which we 
have to contend in our ascent of this river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. G. FAEEAGUT, 

Flag-Officer West Gulf Blochading Squadron. 

United States Steamer Octarora, 

June 16,1862. 

Flag-Officer D. G. Farragut, 

Commanding Western Gulf Squadron: 

Sir: The difficulties attending my getting the mortar flotilla to you 
have been so much increased by the impediments thrown in my way 


See Butler to Thomas, September l,p. 559. 
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by persons whose duty it was to afford facilities in every way for getting 
the vessels up the river that I deem it proper to put the matter on 

record. ^ i i.- 

When I received your communication at Pensacola, directing me to 
come to this place, I also received a letter from General Butler, who 
urged me to use disi)atch, as this movement (he considered) was of the 
utmost importance, promising me at the same time “ all the towage I 
wanted.” I towed all the vessels of the mortar flotilla up to New Or¬ 
leans with our own steamers except four, which were very unnecessarily 
picked up at the Ilead of Passes, when I had six of our steamers on the 
way down and within 5 mil es of them; at the very time there were coal 
and store-ships at the Southwest Pass which the Landis ought to have 
brought up, and for which purpose she wdls sent down. I addressed a 
letter to General Butler asking for assistance and recalling his atten¬ 
tion to the promise made me in his late communication. I asked for 
only two vessels, the Landis and Fox, and he said I could have them. 
I little knew then the system of red-tapeism I would have to go through, 
or I don’t think I should have had anything to do with the Army, or 
that portion of it which, through the naval exertions, now occupies New 
Orleans. I found that the captain of the port had entire control of the 
tow-boats, under the quartermaster; and though professing to be doing 
all he could to expedite us, the boats were not forth-coming, but were 
engaged in towing private vessels, having no connection whatever with 
the Government. On the 9th I was promised the Fox, which vessel 
was to tow up three mortars, but as the store-ship belonging to the Navy 
was much needed I proposed that the Fox should bring her up to New 
Orleans and then tow up the mortars to Vicksburg. She started with 
this object, but returned next day with two merchant ships, with whose 
owners the captain of the Fox had made a private arrangement, and on 
which occasion he felt so jubilant over his prosperity that he presented 
himself drunk at the Saint Charles. This alone is a fair commentary 
on the manner in which the public service is performed under the captain 
of the port, who was professing atthe same time to be doing all he could to 
aid me, and who did so far respect the order received from General Butler 
that he made me one or two visits on the occasion. All I derived from 
them, however, was a delay on my own part, and in consequence sent 
olf our own steamers with a lighter load than they might have carried. 
I did this for dispatch, thinking I would certainly get two vessels. 
Finding it impossible to make any headway, I applied to the general 
again to let me take the Empire Parish, a vessel running for a while 
under a flag of truce (which finally was granted), and T applied to the 
captain of the port to have her got ready. Hero again w(^re all kinds 
of difiiculties presented. Provisions had to be provided by the Navy. 
I had to select a captain, and then pay all the expenses (crew and en¬ 
gineers), which I offered to do. By great exertions I got an order from 
General Butler for the provisions, but up to my time of leaving fiOO ra* 
tions could not be put on board. My opinion is that the Empire Parish, 
like the rest, will never be employed to tow a naval vessel; that she is 
in bands that will not hesitate to employ her for other purposes. 
Temptations are held out for towing vessels that men of moderate con¬ 
science are not proof against, and I beg leave to say to you now that if 
you have depended on the promises made by the people in charge of 
these boats to bring up provisions and coal you will be much disap¬ 
pointed. I don’t hesitate to say that thSre has been a deliberate at¬ 
tempt made to deceive and trifle with me^ and whosoever’s fault it is it 
should be made known. We have traitors enough to fight against 
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Trithout finding them holding office under our Government at posts of 
honor which have for a moment become so lucrative that the holders 
thereof fear to miss the golden opportunity, and intend to make hay 
while the sun shines. These are part of the difficulties I alluded to in 
my late communication to you—^the difficulties of getting up the river 
with stores, coal, &c., without proper preparation. I wish we had re¬ 
tained for our own use the vessels we captured and turned over to the 
Army j and I would earnestly suggest, if it can be done, that we ob¬ 
tain possession of them again and employ them for naval purposes. 
They were appraised'and turned over to the army (I mean the Landis 
and Burton), I hear, at $15,000. They would, either of them, sell in 
market to-morrow for $60,000. They are burning up Government coal, 
for which the Government derives very little benefit. I mention these 
things to explain the delays and difficulties I have encountered, and 
intending to have the matter placed on record. When the Army were 
without transportation almost every steamer belonging to the flotilla 
was engaged in placing the troops where they were required, for which 
they obtained very little thanks, and only enabled the Army to put 
forth pretensions they were in no way entitled to claim. I beg leave 
to state that by law the Army is obliged to comply with naval requisi¬ 
tions, an act having passed on purpose to prevent delays to the public 
service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. PORTER. 


Getteiial Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department op the Gulp, 

ISTo. 51. ) New Orleam^ July 24,1862. 

The commanding general of this department takes pleasure in pub¬ 
lishing the following indorsement from Washington of what he has con¬ 
sidered the useful services of Lieutenant-Colonel Kimball, of the Twelfth 
Regiment Maine Volunteers, and the troops under his command: 

The news of the hrilliant achievement of Lieutenant-Colonel Kimball, of the Twelfth 
Maine Volunteers, and the bravo men under his command, at Manchac Pass was very 
gratifying to the Department, and it entirely approves your action in allowing the 
regiment to retain the colors which they had so gallaatly taken from the enemy. 

Bv command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistayit Adjutant-Oeneral. 


United States Ram Switzerland, 

Above Yic'kshurg^ July 25, 1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

I have the honor to apply to you for instructions. Some of my offi¬ 
cers and men have deserted their posts and disobe\e(l my orders at a 
period of great danger to the public service. I have the parties under 
arrest, but can find no means, either through Commodores Farragut or 
Davis or Generals W i lham.- or Grant, to bring them to trial. I have been 
obliged, in consequence of the great amount of sickness that prevails 
among my crews, to employ large numbers of blacks, who came to me 

34 R R—VOL XV 
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asking protection. Some of them had been in the employ of General 
Williams, and left hy him unprovided for on the Louisiana shore. I am 
desirous to know what I am to do with these people after I no longer 
require their services and how 1 am to bring these offending parties 
to trial. 

Very respectfully, 

ALFRED W. ELLET, 
Ideutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, La,, July 26,1862. 

Major-General Halleok, 

Commanding D^artment of the West: 

General : I avail myself of the voyage of the Tennessee to commu¬ 
nicate with you upon the subject of General Williams^ brigade at Vicks¬ 
burg. 

General Williams was sent up at a time when we should have had 
only local troops to meet at Vicksburg. It was not properly within my 
department, but the exigencies of the public service, as it seemed to me, 
justified the movement. It is now quite different, as I am informed 
that a division at least of your army is moving upon Vicksburg. 

I have great need of General Williams^ command to aid me in clear¬ 
ing out the guerrillas from this State, who are doing infinite mischief. 
I have therefore ordered his recall, as his force since the re-enforcement 
by Van Dorn and Breckinridge of the enemy is too small for opera¬ 
tions alone, and a junction of Generals Grant and Curtis must give 
ample force for the reduction of the place. The disposal of the guer¬ 
rilla bands is easy of accomplishment, but it requires many men to hold 
the various points, which if not held only bring destruction upon our 
friends there. 

If in anything I can aid your operations command me. I have scut 
a duplicate of this under cover to General Grant for information as well 
as to General Williams: 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEK 


Navy Department, July 29, 1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : Knowing that you fully concur with mo in the importance of 
capturing Vicksburg and keeping open and unobstructed the Mississippi 
Eiver, I beg leave to submit an extract from a very interesting and 
suggestive letter addressed by Commander Porter to Flag-Officer ]<\ir- 
ragut, dated the 13th instant, a copy of which has been forwarded to 
this Department. The long detention of so large a naval force before 
Vicksburg in consequence of the absence of a sufficient land 1‘orce to 
co-operate with the Navy in taking and holding the place is, I am aware, 
a source of regret to you as well as to myself. 

It is a pressing necessity that so important a place should not be held 
by the rebels. While it is in their possession it not only interrupts 
navigation and keeps our squadron unemployed, but impairs its effi- 
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ciency in cutting off communication and transportation of stores and 
troops to sustain the enemy. Excuse these suggestions, which you will 
appreciate and which are made en ^passant in transmitting the extract 
from Commander Porter’s letter. We cannot have a rigid river police 
and effective interdiction between the opposite shores while Vicksburg 
remains an obstacle to prevent or at least retard operations. 

I would invite especial attention to the remarks in relation to General 
Williams and his force and the oiiinion expressed that he can go any¬ 
where 30 miles into the interior below Vicksburg, and, supported by 
the gunboats, destroy the enemy’s stores, capture the cattle they have 
grazing, and be instrumental in keeping open the river. I place high, 
value on Commander Porter’s observations, and his urgent conviction 
that prompt action should be taken induces me to communicate his 
views to you. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GIDEOK WELLES. 


[Indosure.J 


United States Steameb Octoeaea, 

Neio Orleans, July 13,1862. 

Flag-Officer D. G. Faeeagut, U. S. K, 

Commanding Western Gulf Squadron, Mississippi Biver: 

« # # 


I have reliable information that the rebels are doing all they can to 
transport heavy guns to the river-side and to make us believe that 
they have abandoned the plan of fortifying the river-heights at Grand 
Gulf, Cole’s Creek, Ellis’ Cliffs, Loftus Heights, Quitman’s Landing, 
and Bayou Sara. They have temporarily taken away the field pieces 
they had there. The first thing that we will know some of our ves¬ 
sels will unexpectedly be fired on from heavy guns and unable to pass. 
I would suggest that the army under General Williams be employed 
in cleaning out the above-mentioned places on the way down the river, 
backed by one or two of our vessels to cover his landing. Tou may 
depend, sir, that General Williams is frittering away his time on that 
grand canal, which will never amount to anything while the river is 
tailing. He lost his chance of distinction the morning the ships went 
up, and he can only recover his prestige by going to work energetically 
and visit every position on the Mississippi where a battery can be built. 
His force is sufficiently strong to go anywhere 30 miles into the inte¬ 
rior below Vicksburg. Supported by the gunboats he can destroy the 
enemy’s stores, capture the cattle they have grazing about 10 miles 
back, and in fact open this river; for I speak within bounds when I 
say that it is nearer being closed up at this moment than it has been 

since we came into it. ^ i x ^ 

Vicksburg, the finest strategical point on the river, is iieglecteci by 
the army at Memphis. The Navy cannot overcome it while 2,000 men 
even remain to fire the guns and run away when the ships appioac . 
It is an army affair altogether. It is at this moment oi more impor¬ 
tance than any point on the Mississippi. ith a tine railroad into the 
heart of Louisiana, making direct and rapid communication with 


Texas 

GcL’rebels could get all they want if once in possession of that road. 
Every day it is fast slipping through our fingers, owing to the delay in 
not sending troops to occupy Yicksburg; for I consuler it virtua ly 
taken as it stands, and the few men now there (about 8,000) will move 
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away au the first sight of our army. Kow they are doing what most 
benefits the Southern Confederacy, keeping unemployed the largest 
squadron in the United States Navy, and they will make great capital out 
of the apparent circumstances that Vicksburg successfully resisted our 
largest squadron, while other places of superior force fell before the fire 
of our iron-dads. This is the way they have of keeping up the excite¬ 
ment. I heard that song sung all the way down the river. 

Large quantities of cattle are being sent into Alabama to graze, show¬ 
ing that the rebels are looking in that direction for a place of retreat 
in case they meet with serious reverses. The cattle passed at Bayou 
Sara were destined for Alabama. 

At Bayou Sara they have a 42-pounder 6 miles back from the water. 
I saw some evidence of stores having been landed from the Louisiana 
shore, but with such heavy tows as my steamers had it was impossible 
to turn and examine them without great loss of time and interference 
with the orders governing my present move. 

In relation to the matter of stores will you allow me to make a sug¬ 
gestion 1 One or two vessels employed as a river police (one going 
down, the other going up), examining all stores landing and looking 
into suspicious plantations, with roads leading into the interior, would 
check any disposition on the part of the people about here to supply 
stores to the enemy. Many of them do it now because they cannot 
refuse, no precaution being taken to prevent it. A guard on our side 
would give these people a reasonable excuse for refusing to supply the 
Confederates, which they are averse to doing. The corn crop is now 
coming in. Any one who will look at these immense crops, planted 
along the river to the exclusion of cotton and sugar, must understand 
its destination. Let the exportation of it into Secessia be restricted 
and you have put an end to the war. This can be effected by the river 
police, if they do their duty. The fact is, sir, we should make these 
people feel our authority here. They scarcely get any protection from 
us, and our rule is too mild in many cases to inspire that wholesome 
fear which rebels and traitors always feel when danger is near to them. 
Therefore in either case we make a weak impression. 

* # « ^ # * 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. POBTBE, 
Commander^ U. S. Navy, 


Headquarters Department of the Gui.f, 

New Orleans^ La,, July ofi, 1SG2. 

The President: 

Sir: I take leave to present you Mr. Eo«(']ius, a geiitlemaii of the 
bar, late attorney-general of the State of Louisiann, a niembcn- of llie 
Convention, who did not vote for the vsecessioii ordnance. Willi soijU‘ 
others, only he was found faithful when all were faithkvss. Among the 
earliest to welcome the Union Army to New Orleans, he lias assisted 
me with his advice and counsel. 

Of the one subject which is to he dealt with here and now he is bet¬ 
ter informed than any man in the State. The questions involved, as 
set forth in my correspondence upon the action of General Pliclps, are 
of tlie most vital and critical importance. The delernuiiatiou of them 
cannot be delayed, and it seemed to me of sufficient iuiiiortanco that 
the President should have the benefit of the experience of one who 
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lias a most intimate knowledge of the wishes, opinions, feelings, and 
thoughts of the people of the State of Louisiana upon the question of 
slavery as interwoven with the integrity of the Union. 

1 am, most truly, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. E. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 
(A similar letter to Secretary of State, July 29.) 


Special Oedeks, ) Hdqes. Depaetment op the Gulf, 

No. 228. J Uew Orleansj July 30,1862. 

The further publication of the New Orleans Commercial Bulletin is 
suspended, and the office, its properties, fixtures, books, and papers are 
sequestered for the action of the United States Government, and the 
editor will be imprisoned at Fort Jackson till further orders. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAYIS, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Heabquaetees Depaetivient op the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La.^ July 31,1862. 

Count Me JAN, Consul of France^ New Orleans: 

SiE: I have arrested Charles Heidsick, who smuggled himself across 
my lines in the disguise of a bar-keeper to the Natchez, a boat with fiag 

of truce. ^ 

Heidsick has now come back as a supposed bearer of dispatches 
through my lines once more. He desires that you should be informed 
of his arrest. 

Eespecttully, yours, 

BENJ. E. BUTLEE. 


Special Oedees, 
No. 235. 


Hdqes. Depaetment of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La., July 31,1862. 


The Picayune newspaper having published an editorial article in to¬ 
day’s issue directly in violation of the proclamation of the commanding 
general of May 1, reflecting upon the officers and tending to influence 
the public mind against the Government of the United States, the pub¬ 
lication of said paper is discontinued until the publishers and editors 
shall severally exhibit their loyalty by taking the oath of allegiance, 
and the office with its properties, presses, books, and papei s are seques¬ 
tered until further action of the Government ot the United States. 

By order of Major-General Butler: a -r^ \ a-tq 

E. S. DA\ lo. 

Captain, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wae Depaetment, 
Washington, D. C., August 1, 1862. 


Hon. Gideon Welles, ^ 

Secretary of the 2\avy : 

Sir : The Secretary of War directs me to acknowledge the receipt 
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of your communication of the 29tli ultimo, transmitting an extract from 
a letter addressed by Commodore Porter to Plag-Officer Farragut, 
■wMcb contains many valuable and interesting suggestions relative to 
the condition of affairs in the neighborhood of Vicksburg and the im¬ 
portance of the capture of that city by the combined operations of the 
fleet and land forces of General Williams. I a;m instructed by the 
Secretary to thank you for the pleasure of perusing the same, and to 
inform you that your letter and in closure have been referred to Major- 
General Halleck, general-in-chief, for such action as he may deem ad¬ 
visable to be taken. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ’ 0. P. WOLCOTT, 

Assistant Secretary of War. 


Headquaetees Depaetment of the Gulf, 

Neio Orleans^ La.j August 2,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretay'y of War: 

Sir : I beg leave to inclose to you copies of orders and correspond¬ 
ence with General Phelps upon the subject of arming and employing 
the negroes. 

General Phelps, without orders and without my knowledge, has or¬ 
ganized five companies of negroes, and the first official information I 
had of his doings in that behalf was a requisition for arms and equip¬ 
ments. Then it became more necessary in my judgment to employ 
them differently, and I thought by this means I could find employment 
for all and not raise the question offensively between General Phelps 
and myself until it was settled at Washington, and therefore sent the 
order to employ the negroes without sending an answer to his requisi¬ 
tion, but his letter of resignation has left me no choice but insist that 
my order should be obeyed. I submit the whole matter to the Depart¬ 
ment. I need not discuss it. General Shepley, who has been with you, 
can do it much better than I can. Mr. Eoselius, who 1 have sent you 
by the Connecticut, can tell you mx)ch more fully than it were possible 
to do in a dispatch what has been the effect of the course of General 
Phelps. An insurrection broke out amongst the negroes a few miles 
up the river, which caused the women of that neighborliood to apply to 
an armed boat belonging to us passing down for aid, and the incipient 
revolt was stopped by informing the negroes that we should repel an 
attack by them upon the women and children. All is for the determi¬ 
nation of the Department, to which I shall give the fullest obedience. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. P. BUTLER 


[Inclosure No, 1.] 

Camp Paeapet, La., July 30, 18G2, 

Capt. E. S. Dayis, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Generalj New Orleans, La.: 

SiE: I inclose herewith requisitions for arms, accouterments, clotli- 
iug, camp and garrison equipage, &c., for three regiments of Africans, 
which I propose to raise for the defense of this point. The location is 
swampy and unhealthy, and our men are dying at the rate of two or 
three a day. 
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The Southern loyalists are willing, as I understand, to furnish their 
share of the tax for the support of the war, but they should also furnish 
their quota of men, which they have not thus far done. An opportunity 
now oifers of supplying the deficiency, and it is not safe to neglect op¬ 
portunities in war. I think that with the proper facilities I could raise 
the three regiments proposed in a short time. Without holding out 
any inducements or offering any reward I have now upward of 300 
Africans organized into five companies, who are all willing and ready 
to show their devotion to our cause in any way that it may be put to 
the test. They are willing to submit to anything rather than to slavery. 

Society in the South seems to be on the point of dissolution, and the 
best way of preventing the African from becoming instrumental in a 
general state of anarchy is to enlist him in the cause of the Eepublic. 
If we reject his services any petty military chieftain by offering him 
freedom can have them for the purpose of robbery and plunder. It is 
for the interests of the South as well as for the I^orth that the African 
should be permitted to offer his block for the Temple of Freedom. 
Sentiments unwoi*thy of the man of the present day, worthy only of 
another Cain, could prevent such an offer from being accepted. 

I would recommend that the Cadet graduates of the present year 
should be sent to South Carolina and this point to organize and disci¬ 
pline our African levies, and that the more promising non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the Army be appointed as company officers to 
command them. Prompt and energetic efforts in this direction ^rould 
probably accomplish more toward a speedy termination of the war 
and an early restoration of peace and amity than any other course 
which could be adopted. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient serv¬ 
ant, 

J. W. PHELPS, 
Brigadier- G-eyieral. 

[Inclosiire No. 2.] 

Camp Parapet, La., July 31,1862. 
Capt. E. S. Davis, A. A. A. New Orleans^ La,: 

Sir: The communication from your office of this date, signed “By 
order of Major-General Butler,directing me to employ the contrabands 
in and about my camp in cutting down all the trees between my lines 
and the lake, &c., has just been received. 

In reply I must state that while I am willing to prepare African regi¬ 
ments for the defense of the Government against its assailants I am not 
willing to become the mere slave-driver which you propose, having no 
qualifications in that way. 1 am therefore under the necessity of ten¬ 
dering the resignation of my commission as an officer of the Army of 
the United States, and respectfully request a leave of absence until it 
is accepted, in accordance with paragraph 29, page 12, of the General 
Eegulations. While I am writing, at 8.30 o’clock p. m., a colored man 
is brought in by one of the pickets, who has just been wounded in the 
side by a charge of shot, which he says was fired at him by one of a 
party of three slave-hunters or guerrillas a mile or more from our line 
of sentinels. As it is some distance from camp to the lake, the party 
of wood-choppers which you have directed will probably need a con¬ 
siderable force to guard them against similar attacks. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. PHELPS, 
Brigadier- Genera I, 
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[Inclosure Ko. 3.] 

Headquarters Department op the Gulp, 

2^ew Orleans, La,, August 2, 18C2. 

Brig. Gen. J. W. Phelps: 

General: By the act of Congress, as I understand it, the President 
of the United States alone has the authority to employ Africans in arms 
as part of the military forces of the United States. Every law up to this 
time raising volunteer or militia forces has been opposed to their em¬ 
ployment. The President has not as yet indicated his purpose to em¬ 
ploy the Africans in arms. The arms, clothing, and camp equipage 
which I have here for Louisiana volunteers are by the letter of the Secre¬ 
tary of War expressly limited to white soldiers, so that I have no au¬ 
thority to divert them, however much I may desire so to do. 

I do not think you are empowered to organize into companies negroes 
and drill them as a military organizatiom as I am not surprised, but 
unexpectedly informed, you have done. I cannot sanction this course 
of action as at present advised, especially when we have need of the 
services of the blacks, who are being sheltered upon the outskirts of 
your camp, as you will see by the orders for their employment sent you 
by the acting assistant adjutant-general. 

I will send your application to the President, but in the mean time 
you must desist from the formation of any negro military organizations. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

BEKJ. E. BUTLER. 


[Inclosure No. 4 .] 

Headquarters Department op the Gulp, 

New Orleans^ August 2, 18G2. 

Brig. Gen. J. W. Phelps: 

General : I was somewhat surprised to receive your resignation for 
the reasons stated. 

When you were put in command at Camp Parapet I sent Lieutenant 
Weitzel, my chief engineer, to make a reconnaissance of the lines of 
Carrollton, and I understand it was agreed between you and the en¬ 
gineer that a removal of the wood between Lake Pontchartrain and 
the right of your intrenchment was a necessary military precaution. 
The work could not be done at the time because of the stage of water 
and the want of men, but now both water and men concur. You liave 
500 Africans organized into companies, you write me. This worlc tluy 
are fitted to do. It must either be done by them or my soldiers now 
drilled and disciplined. You have said the location is unhealthy to the 
soldiers; it is not to the negro. Is it not best that these unemj)l()yed 
Africans should do this labor! My attention is specially called to tiiis 
matter at the present time because there are reports of demonstrations 
to be made on your lines by the rebels, and in my judgment it is a mut¬ 
ter of necessary precaution thus to clear the right of your line so tliut 
you can receive the proper aid from the gunboats on the lake, l)esi<l(‘S 
preventing the enemy from having cover. To do this the negro ought 
to be employed, and in so employing them I see no evidence of slave¬ 
driving or employing you as a slave-driver. 

The soldiers of the Army of the Potomac did this very thing last 
summer in front of Arlington Heights. Are the negroes any better 
than they ! 
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Because of an order to do this necessary thing to protect your front, 
threatened by the enemy, you tender your resignation and ask imme¬ 
diate leave of absence. I assure you I did not expect this, either 
from your courage, your patriotism, or your good sense. To resign 
in the face of an enemy has not been the highest plaudit to a sol¬ 
dier, especially when the reason assigned is that he is ordered to do 
that which a recent act of Congress has specially authorized a com¬ 
mander to do, L e., employ the African to do the necessary work about 
a camp or upon fortifications. General, your resignation will not be 
accepted by me; leave of absence wiU not be granted, and you will see 
to it that my orders, thus necessary for the defense of the city, are faith¬ 
fully and diligently executed, upon the responsibility that a soldier in 
the field owes to his superior. 

I will see that all proper requisitions for the food, shelter, and clothing 
of these negroes at work are at once filled by the proper departments. 
You will also send out a proper guard to protect the laborers against the 
guerrilla force, if any, that may be in the neighborhood. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

BEFJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding^ 


Headquarters Department op the Gulp, 

New Orleans^ August 2,1862. 

Flag-Officer Farrauut, 

Commanding Western Gulf Squadron: 

Dear Sir : I inclose you Captain Porter’s letter to me, for your infor¬ 
mation. I will send him a steam-tug, of whose service he can avail him¬ 
self. 

I would strongly urge that one of the light-draught double-enders be 
sent to him, say the Westfield, Clifton, or Miami, to clear out Bed Biver. 
As to the suggestion as to fortifying Baton Bouge on the river side, it 
is simply impossible for want of proper guns. If the fleet cannot hold 
the river against the enemy’s rams or other boats the quicker we aban¬ 
don Louisiana the better. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEhTJ. F. BUTLEB, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


[Inclosnre.] 

United States Gunboat Essex, 

Off Baton Rouge^ July 30, 1862. 

General Butler, 

Hdqrs. U. S. Forces^ Commanding New Orleans, La. : 

General: I have the honor respectfully to lay before you the follow¬ 
ing facts: 

After running the blockade at Yicksburg my orders were to proceed 
to Baton Bouge, take in supplies, and then to ascend the Mississippi, 
constantly cruising between this point and Yicksburg. 

The gunboats Katahdin and Kineo, also the ram Sumter, were left 
with me here as a protecting force. The two-former boats have their 
machinery so deranged that they are absolutely useless lor active serv- 
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ice until thoroughly overhauled and repaired. The Sumter has but 
four men, and the captain of her is the only officer free from sickness. 

There are two rebel gunboats up the Red River which should be seen 
to, but with my present force it would be impracticable to attack them 
with success without some other light-draught gunboats. The low stage 
of water in the Red River would prevent the Essex going up. 

The enemy are also fortifying at Ellis^ Cliffs, some 20 miles below 
iKatchez, and unless speedily seen to will eventually cause much trouble. 
A powerful steam-tug to tow the Essex up the Mississippi, and also to 
convey sufficient coal supply, I respectfully solicit may be sent me as 
early as practicable. In the immediate neighborhood of this city large 
bodies of rebel troops are concentrating, and I would respectfully sug¬ 
gest the immediate fortification of the place, both of the land and river 
side. The ram Arkansas is still above water, and could without doubt, 
if the Essex were absent, retake the city. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. D. PORTER, 

Commanding Division of Western Flotilla below Vicksburg. 


Headquartbes Department of the Gxjlf, 

New Orleans, August 3,1862. 

riag-Officer D. G. Earraout, 

Gomdg. Western Gulf Squadron, XT. 8. Sloop-of War Hartford: 

Sir: I have just been informed by a reliable person that since yester¬ 
day morning a great number of field guns have been placed between 
here and Baton Rouge by the rebels, the avowed object being to sink 
my transports in the absence of your cruisers. This information, taken 
in connection with dispatches received from General Williams, inform¬ 
ing me that he expected an attack by a large force, leads mo to believe 
that my informant is truthful. I consider it therefore my imperative 
duty to ask you to cause one at least of your gunboats to cruise between 
here and Baton Rouge at once, so that I can keep my communications 
open with my forces at that point at least during the time danger is 
anticipated. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

No. 55. ) New Orleans, August 4, 1802. 

It appears that the need of relief to the destitute poor of the city 
requires more extended measures and greater outlay than have yet 
been made. It becomes a question in justice upon whom should this 
burden fall. Clearly upon those who liave brought this great calamity 
upon their fellow-citizens. It should not be borne by taxation of the 
whole municipality, because the middling and working men have never 
been heard at the ballot-box unawod by throats and uumenaced by 
thugs and paid assassins of conspirators against peace and good order. 
Besides, more than the vote that was claimed for secession have taken 
the oath of allegiance to the United States. 
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The United States G-overnment does its share when it protects, de¬ 
fends, and preserves the people in the enjoyment of law, order, and 
quiet. Those who have brought upon the city this stagnation of busi¬ 
ness, this desolation of the hearth-stone, this starvation of the poor 
and hdpless, should, as far as they may be able, relieve these dis- 
tresses. 

There are two classes whom it would seem peculiarly fit should at 
first contribute to this end: First, those individuals and corporations 
who have aided the rebellion with their means; and, second, those who 
have endeavored to destroy the commercial prosperity of the city, ui^ou 
which the welfare of its inhabitants depends. 

It is brought to the knowledge of the commanding general that a 
subscription of $1,250,000 was made by the corporate bodies, business 
firms, and persons whose names are set forth in schedule A, annexed 
to this order, and that sum placed in the hands of an illegal body, 
known as the Committee of Public Safety, for the treasonable purpose 
of defending the city against the Government of the United States, 
under whose humane rule the city of New Orleans had enjoyed such 
unexampled prosperity that her warehouses were filled with trade of 
all nations, who came to share her freedom, to take part in the benefits 
of her commercial superiority, and thus she was made the representa¬ 
tive mart of the world. 

The stupidity and wastefulness with which this immense sum was 
spent was only equaled by the folly which led to its being raised at 
all. The subscribers to this fund, by this very act, betray their trea¬ 
sonable designs and their ability to pay at least a much smaller tax for 
the relief of their destitute and starving neighbors. 

Schedule B is a list of cotton brokers who, claiming to control that 
great interest in New Orleans, to which she is so much indebted 
for her wealth, published in the newspapers, in October, 1861, a mani¬ 
festo, deliberately advising the planters not to bring their produce to 
the city; a measure which brought ruin at the same time upon the pro¬ 
ducer and the ciry. This act sufficiently testifies the malignity of these 
traitors, as well to the Government as their neighbors, and it is to be 
regretted that their ability to relieve their tellow-citizens is not equal to 
their facilities for injuring them. In taxing both these classes to relieve 
the suffering poor of New Orleans, yea even though the needy be the 
starving wives and children of those in arms at Eichmond and elsewhere 
against the United States, it will be impossible to make a mistake save 
in having the assessment too easy and the burden too light. 

It is therefore ordered: 

1st. That sums in schedules annexed, marked A and B, set against 
the names of the several persons, business firms, and corporations therein 
described be, and hereby are, assessed upon each respectively. 

2d. That said sums be paid to Lieut. David C. G. Field, financial 
clerk, at his office in the custom-honse, on or before Monday, the lltU 
instant, or that the property of the delinquent be forthwith seized and 
sold at public auction, to pay the amount, with all necesscuy charges 
and ex])enses, or the party imprisoned till paid. 

3d. The money raised by this assessment to be a fund for the pui- 
pose of providing employment and food for the deserving poor people 
of New Orleans. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assibta7it Adjutant-Geiieral, 
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Schedule A. — lAst of subscrib&rs to the ^million and a quarter loan placed in the hands of 
the Committee of Public Safety for the defense of New Orleam against the United States, 
and expended by them, except some $38,000. 


3^ame8. 


A'bat, Generes &Co. 

Jonathan Montgomery. 

Thomas SIoo, president Snn Insarance Company. 

C. C. Gaines. 

C. C. Gaines &Co. 

Trostees McDonogh school fond. 

J. B. Slawson. 

S. H. Wood. 

Mrs. S. H. Wood. 

Jaoqnea Lange. 

Widow W. P. Welhaan. 

Eohert Geddes. 

Widow Vogel. 

J. Lewis &Co. 

Samuel Harby. 

Citizens’ Banc of Louisiana. 

Gionel & Jamison... 

B. Booth. 

Edward Chapman. 

Thomas Layton. 

D. J. Beagnot. 

B. Dryer & Co. 

W. H. Pierson. 

Samuel Looke. 

Hartry & Wmtry. 

Soutiiem Bank. 

Bichard &Co. 

Dr. B. Moss. 

J. & J. C. DaTidson. 

DqueLanata. 

H. Samorny. 

B. Turney. 

BD. Maolin.. 

J.Bl. Cohen. 

Mrs. C. A. Slocomb. 

Committee of Public Safety. 

H. Lee . 

George Zickendrath. 

Hyde & Goodrich. 

Magee, Horten & Goorge. 

Samuel Loeb. 

Valentine Heerman. 

S. S. Biokler. 

John M. Demerest. 

Thomas O’Donnell. 

Mrs. B. V. B. McMahon. 

W. H Letchford. 

O. F. Thresman. 

Frederick Bauer.. 

John Hickson. 

McStea^ Value & Co. 

Jacob Zoelly. 

T. Laford.. 

E. CiesweU.. 

H. H. O’MealKo. 

Joseph Field. 

Jules Dona D. Amanon... 

John Fan*ell.. 

D. H. Holmes.-. 

S.P.Lamon. 

Fanny Hollander. 

J- W.“Stanton & Co. 

John n. Randolph. 

Harriet Morgan. 

Rachel Morgan . 

Sarah Morgan. 

Elizabeth Morgan. 

Mary M. Morgan. 

Margaret Harrod. 

Davia Brothers . 

Trustees Fink Asylum fund. 

William Massey. 
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$ 210,000 

$ 52,600 00 

40,000 

10 , 000 00 

50.000 

12,500 00 

2,000 

500 00 

3,000 

750 00 

340,000 

85,000 00 

10,000 

2,500 00 

5,000 

1,250 00 

2,000 

500 00 

7,000 

1 , 760 00 

10 , 000 

2,500 00 

10,000 

2,500 00 

20 , 000 

5,000 00 

10 , 000 

2 , 5 U 0 00 

14,800 

3,700 00 

306,400 

76,600 00 

7,600 

1,875 00 

400 

100 00 

8,000 

2,000 00 

1 , 000 

250 00 

2,000 

500 00 

1,000 

250 00 

3 , 000 

750 00 

10 , 000 

2,500 00 

5,000 

1,250 00 

10 , 000 

2 , 500 00 

10 , 000 

2 , 500 00 

3 , 000 

750 00 

20 , 000 

5 , 000 00 

9 , 000 

2 , 2."0 00 

1 , 000 

250 00 

1 , 500 

375 00 

2 , 500 

025 00 

3,000 

750 00 

5 , 500 

1 , 075 00 

865 

216 25 

150 

07 50 

200 

50 00 

1 , 000 

250 00 

500 

125 00 

100 

25 00 

1 , (100 

250 00 

250 1 

( i 2 50 

100 ' 

25 00 

,50 

12 .50 

50 

12 50 

1 , 000 

250 00 

50 

12 50 

725 

181 25 

250 

02 50 

1,000 

2.)0 00 

1,000 

250 00 

500 

125 00 

100 

25 00 

50 

12 00 

1,000 

250 00 

150 

37 50 

1.50 

37 50 

2 , 500 

02,5 00 

300 

75 00 

100 

25 00 

500 

125 00 

500 

125 00 

175 

43 76 

125 

31 25 

175 

43 75 

150 

37 .50 

50 

12 50 

50 

12 .50 

200 

50 00 

65 , 000 

13 , 750 00 

300 

75 00 
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Schedule A .—lAst of subscribers to the million and a quarter loanjoTaced in the bands of 
the Committee of Public Safety for the defense of New Orleans against the United States, 
and expended by them, except some $38,000-—Continued. 


Ifames. 


F. Lagay. 

Jdhnd. Adams. 

A. W. Bosworth. 

Oharlos Briggs. 

J. A. Luna Co. 

Charles Loefder. 

George C. Brower- 

Patrick Howard. 

George Clamaim. 

H. H. Hedden. 

James Goran. 

Biscoe & Simms. 

B. C. Young. 

Dr. A. Benew. 

Mme. Ve H. Chetrew- 
Henderson <fc GNdnes.. 

J. S. Aitkens. 

W. 0. Denegre. 

J.G. McLellan. 

Mrs. C. F. Snowden... 
Louisiana State Bank. 

Bank of America. 

General D. E. Twiggs. 
Jean Petit. 


a « 

^ mm 


Is 


mm 


©fa? 

Ifl 


25 1 

6 

25 

1,000 i 

250 

00 

600 1 

150 

00 

100 

25 

00 

150 

37 

00 

200 1 

60 

00 

50 : 

12 

50 

25 

6 

25 

50 

12 

50 

500 

125 

00 

100 

25 

00 

500 

125 

00 

150 

37 

50 

125 

31 

25 

200 

50 

OO 

1,000 

250 

00 

250 

62 

50 

1, OOO 

250 

00 

200 

50 

00 

50 

13 

50 

7,500 

, 1,875 

00 

6,0U0 

1,250 

00 

1,000 

’ 250 

00 

13,125 

' 3,281 

25 

250, S65 

312,716 

Is 


Schedule B .—List of cotton brolcers ofNeiv Orleans who published in the Crescent, in Oc¬ 
tober last, a card advising planters not to send produce to Neio Orleans, in order to induce 
foreign intervention in behalf of the rebellion. 


Hames. 


Hi. 

«:3 ^00 


Hi 


Names. 


Hewitt, Norton & Co. 

"West & Villor6 . 

S.E. Belknap. 

Brander, Chambliss & Co. 

Lewis & Oglesby. 

W. A Johnson «fe Co- 

Carroll, Hoy & Co. 

Farloy, Jurv & Co . 

W. Cox &, Co.. 

James M Putnam.. 

A. Levi & Co.. 

Montgomerv & Hall_ 

Bellocq, Noblom & Co.... 

Abut & Cushman. 

Holloway & Lonsdale- 

J. W. Charaplin & Co_ 

A. D Ilenkel & Co. 

11. Teatman. 

Broadwell & Haynes. 

Moore & Browder. 

B. W. Estlin & Co. 

Lane & Salter. 

S. 0. Nelson & Co. 

Campbell & Strong. 

Patton Sc Finney. 


c 3^3 bo'a 

m 



500 

250 

100 

500 

100 

250 

500 

500 

500 

100 


Henderson, Terry & Co. 

Bi.idb.7 & Co.. 

\Vi-:, III& Oammaok. 

John 'Williams & Co. 

Tailton, Whitney Sc Co. 

Bartley, JoUn&on *ScC(» . 

Haj'es, G.nrveT-'?e Co - — 

Fi*ierj>oii 6c Conway .ic Co- 

Gici n iX, (’riiMi ».. 

H Meli'i. iiP^ .. 


250 

100 

250 

100 

100 

250 

100 

100 

100 

250 

500 

lOii 

500 

250 

100 


Davis, Jenkins A: Co ... 
Ivii'kpatiiek Ac < o ... . 
McFarhuul Ac Barkbdalo, 

Walker Ac Co. 

Jolin L Lee . 

P U. hki]»wii!, . 

Kno^ A. lliiiaoi'^. 

J.J Ptrsons A^ Ce . ... 

Battle, Nnbb-Au Ct>. 

li C.( niaiuiiius Ac ... 
ZMonlmuoeiy Ac White .. 
WiialiT >1 Allen 
Bobort L A( hi 111 ^ A: Co .. 

ibin ell Gayle Ac Co. 

John Watt Ac Co. 


100 

500 

600 

250 

250 

500 

100 

100 

250 

250 

500 

K-O 

5U0 

IL-O 

250 

loO 

lUO 

200 

500 

500 

500 

500 

5'i0 

250 

500 
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Schedule Bi —List of cotton troTceTS of JSFew Orleo/ns who puhlisJied in the Crescentj in Oc¬ 
tober last, a card advising j^lant&rs not to send produce to New Orleans, in order to induce 
foreign intervention in hehalf of the rehellion —Continued. 


Hames. 


'd.S oS 

lags 

olal 

CO 



Karnes. 


PM 
cS © O'!} 

pgi.9P 

M 


Pellowes & Co. 

Payne, Huntington & Co. 
T.IL& J.M..A3len&Co. 

P. B. Ernest. 

Edward Pilsbnry. 

G-eorge S.Mandeville ... 

Bell & Bouligny. 

BiohardKugent & Co... 
A. Miltenberger & Co... 
George Connelly & Co... 

J. & G. Cromwell. 

Moses Greenwood. 

A. Hillay & Co. 

Scruggs, Bonnegan & Co. 
Hughes Hylleste^d & Co 

W. & D. TUrquhart. 

Phelps & Jones. 

John T. Hardie & Co- 

Hawkins & Korwood.... 

Walker & Syndcr. 

GiUis & Ferguson. 

J, B. Gribble & Co. 

Foley, Avery & Co. 

Hosaer, Prothro & Co- 


500 

600 

500 

100 

100 

250 

250 

500 

250 

600 

500 

100 

500 

100 

600 

600 

100 

500 

100 

500 

250 

100 

500 

250 


Botchford, Brown & Co. 

M. B. Cooper. 

Smith & Johnson. 

James Bankhead. 

McLemore, Baybum & Co... 
Thomas Henderson & Peale. 

Wood & Low.. 

Gallagher & Byer. 

Pritchard & Flower. 

Stuart & James. 

Thornhill & Co. 

Ar. Miltenherger. 

Gladden & Seixas. 

J. K. Burbridge & Co. 

Fricdlander & Gerson. 

Warren & Crawford. 

Perkins & Co. 

Cutrer <fc Harrison. 

Kixon & Co. 

Copes & Phelps . 

Gnffen, Smedes & Co. 


500 

500 

100 

100 

250 

500 

500 

100 

500 

100 

500 

500 

100 

500 

250 

500 

500 

lOO 

500 

2r)0 

500 


29,200 


Headquahtees Depaetment of the Gxjlf, 

New Orleans, La,, August 5, 1802. 

Brig. Gen. J. W. Phelps : 

Geneeal : Tour communication of to-day has been received. I liad 
forwarded your resignation on the day it was received to the President 
of the United States, so that there will be no occasion of forwarding 
a duplicate. General, not at liberty to accept your resignation, I can¬ 
not consistently with my duty and the orders of the War Department 
grant you a leave of absence till it is accejited by the President fur 
want of officers to supply your place. I see nothing unusual, nor do I 
intend anything so, in the refusal to accept the resignation of an officer 
where his place cannot be at the present moment supplied. 1 pray you 
to understand that there was nothing intended to be oliensive to you 
in either the matter or manner of my communication in directing you 
to cease military organization of the negroes. I do but carry out the 
law of Congress, as I understand it, and in doing which I have no 
choice. I can see neither African nor other slavery in the commander 
of the post clearing from the front of his lines by means of able-bodied 
men under his control the trees and underbrush which would affiord 
cover and shelter to his enemies in case of attack, especially when the 
very measure—a precautionary one—was advised by yourself; and while 
in deference to your age and experience as a soldier and the appreciation 
I have of your many good qualities of heart I have withdrawn and do 
withdraw anything you may find offensive in my communication, still I 
must request a categorical answer to this question: Will you or will 
you not employ a proper portion of- the negroes in cutting down the 
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trees which, afford cover to the enemy in the front and right of your 
line ? I pray you to observe that if there is anything wrong in this 
order that wrong is mine, for you have sufficiently protested against 
it 5 you are not responsible for it more than the hand that executes it 5 
it can offend neither your political nor moral sense. 

With sentiments of the utmost kindness and respect, I am, your 
obedient servant, 

BEKJ. F. BUTLEE. 


Headquabtees Depabtmbnt oe the Gulp, 

Ifew Orleans^ August C, 1862. 

Lieutenant Weitzel : 

The general wishes me to inform you that upon careful examination 
of facts and rumors he is convinced that the main attack has been made 
on Baton Kouge, and that it is not a feint to cover any assault on this 
place. The enemy have twelve regiments and two batteries, in all 
about 6,000 or 7,000 men. With the force you have he thinks you can 
hold Baton Eouge; at all events he wishes you to make the utmost 
efforts to do so, and if you repulse the rebels to follow them and use 
.them up as much as possible. If you are obliged to evacuate the town, 
though he wishes to leave much to the discretion of yourself and the 
commanding officer, his own impression is that the place should be 
burned. 

Please keep us informed by every opportunity of all that occurs with 
you. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ E. S. DAYIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Wab Department, 
Washington City, D. (7., August 7,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler: [?] 

General: The confiscation law and the President’s order thereon 
will instruct you fully upon the points concerning which you desired 
information from this Department. 

It has been and continues to be my anxious desire to afford you re- 
enforcements and whatever may be required to enable you to hold your 
position and prosecute successfully the operations against Vicksburg. 
To that end earnest application was made to General Halleck to lend you 
a helping hand, but his own condition would not permit him to do so. 

The prospect for the new forces is very favorable, and at the earliest 
possible moment you will be strengthened by such force as I trust may 
be adequate for your security and success. ^ 

In the mean time the Government must rely upon your eminent ability 
and that good fortune that has hitherto attended your enterprise. 1 on 
can need no assurance of the deep interest of the Government in 
holding your position at I^^ew Orleans. In my judgment it is worth 
more than many Eichmonds to the Union, and the utmost confidence is 
felt that everything possible will be done by you. 

General Sherman has been ordered to join your command and report 
to you for duty. 

Yours, truly. 


EDWIN M. STANTON. 
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Hbadquabters of the Ajbmy, 

Washington^ August 7, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

New Orleans: 

General: An order will be issued to-day adding West Florida to 
your department, * which, will give you Pensacola, as you desired. 

I have conversed with General Shepley in regard to sending you re¬ 
enforcements. It is impossible to do so at the present time, as no point 
which we now hold can be weakened without risking its loss. It is 
hoped, however, that the new levies and volunteers will soon enable us 
to move with vigor. As soon as it can possibly be done a land force 
will be sent down the Mississippi to take and occupy Vicksburg. As 
Missouri and Tennessee are now seriously threatened and raids made 
into Kentucky every available man in the West is required in the field. 
McClellan is barely able to hold his position, and the forces here are 
insufficient for the defense of Washington. 

I find our entire Army so divided and scattered that very little can 
be done till they are more concentrated or largely re-enforced. I am 
trying to do both. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

Qeneml-in-Chief. 


Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ August 7,1862. 

Lieutenant Weitzel will examine and determine upon the best posi¬ 
tions for posting troops for the purpose of permanently holding the 
town of Baton Eouge. He will take advantage of the village and build¬ 
ings for that purpose, aided by temporary earthworks and abatis, if 
necessary, in conjunction. He will make a report to these headquarters 
as soon as he has done anything or formed any plan. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La,j August 7, 1862. 

Col Halbert E. Paine, 

Fourth Regiment Wisconsin Vols.^ Baton Rouge: 

Colonel: I have the report of Colonel Cahill of the afiair at I>atou 
Eouge. From it I am inclined to change the o])inion which 1 iiad when 
you left me with Lieutenant Weitzel. Do not eva(*uate Baton Eouge, 
at least at present. Let Lieutenant Weitzel examine and determine 
the best positions for holding the town. Take advantage of tin" village 
and buildings for that purpose, aided by temporary eartliworks and 
abatis, if necessary, in conjunction. The political importance of the 
place has decided me under the change of apjiearing tacts. Breck¬ 
inridge has twelve regiments, fourteen pieces of cannon, effective 
strength about 5,000 men, and that is the entire force he has any- 

* Issued August S, 1862. 



OsAP. XXTII.] COEKESPOmOENCE, ETC,—^OTION, 545 

where under his command. Let Lieutenant Weitzel report to these 
headquarters as soon as he has done what he can. 

Send back most of the transports and all of the wounded and pris¬ 
oners. Let each officer commandiug a regiment make a detailed report 
of the facts of the day. Let Colonel Cahill make a full report, as com¬ 
mander of the action, of all the facts, events, captures, with the full 
list of killed, wounded, and missing. I desire this as the proper means 
of making my own report to the Grovemment. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Oedees, > Wa-e Depaetment, Adjt. Gen.’s Ofpioe, 

Eo. 183, ) Washington, August 7,1862. 

* * * # # # 

XV. Brig. Gen. T. W. Sherman, U. S. Volunteers, will repair without 
delay to New Orleans and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, U. S. Vol¬ 
unteers, commanding Department of the Gulf. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. B. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headqxtaeters Second Brigade, 

Baton Rouge, August 8,1862. 

Capt. E. S. Davis, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., JDe^partment of the Gtclf: 

Captain : I received the department letter of yesterday to-day, and 
I am compelled to say that I regret very much that the general has de¬ 
cided to retain these forces here. 

The ram has been destroyed; the enemy repulsed; our reconnoitering 
parties yesterday did not feel him anywhere near us at all; we are not 
threatened at all here now; therefore this is the time to evacuate. It can 
be done deliberately and coolly. I consider it of no importance what¬ 
ever to hold this point in a military point of view now, and it is impor¬ 
tant to show more strength at New Orleans. The fact that we hold this 
place does not prove that we have any more control over the river or 
the river more opened, because our transports are fired on above and 
below this point, and unless our Navy does its duty we might occupy 
fifty points and not have the river opened. If our Navy does its duty 
the occupation of this point is of no consequence. If it is ever hereafter 
wanted as a base of operations we can take it if the Navy has control 
of the river, and if the Navy has not the control of the river we cannot 
hold it anyhow. 

I inclose herewith a copy of the plan of the defense of this place. 
With the available force now here I consider this concentrated position 
a great deal the strongest. I do not consider that an attack is immi¬ 
nent for some time at least. 

I would request now that I be ordered back to New Orleans. I did 
35 R E—VOL XV 
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not expect to stay longer than two or three days, and have consequently 
made no provision. There is no necessity for my remaining here, but 
Colonel Paine would not relieve me willingly. 

I made an error yesterday in the rebel regiments. They were as fol¬ 
lows : The Fourth and Thirtieth Louisiana, the Third, Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth, and Seventh Kentucky, part of an Alabama, two Tennessee, and 
two Mississippi regiments, and a large number of guerrillas. We have 
five caissons and a limber deserted by the enemy about 3 miles from 
here on their retreat. Everett’s battery lost three caissions in their 
camp, which, like some others, was in advance of the line of battle. A 
deserter has just told me that General Buggies was killed; Colonel and 
Acting Brigadier-General Allen, of the Fourth Louisiana, was shot 
through both thighs, and Brigadier-General Clark you know we have, 
A private of the Ninth Connecticut picked up General Breckinridge’s 
sword on the field and has it now. This deserter says he threw it away 
on the field. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Ideut., Vf. 8. Engineers, Ohief Engineer of the Eulf. 


[Ijiolosiixe.] 

Headquarters Second Brig-ade, 

Baton Rouge^ August 8 , 1862. 

Lieutenant ; In accordance with the orders of the colonel command¬ 
ing this brigade I have the honor to submit the following plan of defense 
for this place: With the small force in the command I would recom¬ 
mend as follows: That all the forces be drawn within the arsenal grounds 
and quarter them as much as possible in the various arsenal buildings, 
and that the following line be then taken as the line of defense: Com¬ 
mencing at the northeast corner, I would follow the crest of the slope 
on the south of Bayou Gross to the eastward of the high knoll in the 
cemetery; thence to the northeast corner of the wall around the maga¬ 
zine ; thence to the southeast corner of this wall; thence in the direc¬ 
tion of the hospital to the crest of the slope of the ravine south of the 
magazine 5 thence to the fence bordering the road east of the arsenal 
buildings,' thence to the crest of the ravine which runs past the stable 
to the fence on the north of the hospital ground; thence to North street 
by a line to clear the hospital grounds; thence along the north side of 
North street to the river. I would then remove all the powder from the 
magazine and store it in a dry room as remote as possible from the 
line and in a bomb-i)roof place if possible; then cut down every house, 
tree, fence, &c., within rille-raiige of the line. The line should be 
strengthened at all places where it runs along the crest of a slope by a 
simple trench with a gentle reverse slope. At all th(^ other parts of 
the line I would construct abatis with the trees that are cut down and 
throw up a slight breastwork in rear of abatis. I would picTce the 
walls of all the buildings with loop-holes. J consider it necessary to 
retain three gunboats, one to sweep the ground in front of the loft flank, 
one to sweep the ground in front of the right flank, and the other to 
sweep the ground in front of a line drawn from the hospital to the mag¬ 
azine. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient S(Tvant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Tj'leut.^ U, iS, Engineersj Chief Engineer Dept, of the Gulf 
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General Orders, ) War Department, Adjt. Gen.’s Oefioe, 

No. 98. ’) Washington^ August 8, 1862. 

West Florida is detached from the Department of the South and an¬ 
nexed to the Department of the Gulf. Brig. Gen. L. G. Arnold will 
report to Major-General Butler accordingly. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Department of the Gulp, 

New Orlecms^La,, August 11 [13?], 1862. 
Bear-Admiral D. G. Farrauut, 

Commanding Western Oulf Squadron : 

Sir : As you are about to leave the MississippiEiver for anew scene 
of action, and I trust victorious operations, before you go I beg leave 
to inquire of you whether during the time that the Navy have been co¬ 
operating with the Army in this expedition to the Southern coast you 
have found myself and officers willing and prompt to aid the naval 
operations of the fleet to the extent of our means and ability. If we, or 
any of us, have been found wanting in this regard you will do me the 
favor to state frankly wherein we have been deficient. 

Be not surprised at this question, to which I pray for a full and specific 
answer, but allow me to say it arises from noting on your part in our 
intercourse with yourself or the officers in your squadron, but the in¬ 
quiry has now become necessary for the purpose of meeting or yielding 
to an accusation. 

Believe me, most truly, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Gomnanding, 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, August 13, 1862. 

Oapt. David D. Porter, 

Commanding Mortar Flotilla: 

Sir: There is one fact that I desire to set right in letter of July 15, 
which has just come to hand. 

The assault on Fort Saint Philip, as soon as the vessels had passed 
it so that the quarantine station could be occupied, was determined 
upon months before the landing was made, i. e., on the 23d of February. 
Lieutenant Weitzel, of the Engineers, who finished the fort, was with 
me for that purpose; scaling-ladders were prepared, boats procured, 
and the scheme fully matured, and the ground i)racticable from actual 
experiment. 

Please, captain, do not judge of our profession; yours will furnish 
you with sufficient scopi^ 

1 have directed measures to be taken to guard agaiiust the very as¬ 
sault we intended to make upon Fort Saint Philii). 

Eespectfnllv, 

BKNJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major- General, Commanding, 
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Pbiyatb.! Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

HFew Orleans^ August 13 [11*?], 1862. 

Bear-Admiral Farraout : 

My Dear Sir : I believe you might well be surprised at my ofacial 
letter of to-day. I need not assure you that it was not caused by any 
act or thought of yours. It became necessary, however, to meet the 
representations of Captain Porter, of the mortar fleet, as to the opera¬ 
tions of ^e Army. I assure you that never have I failed publicly and 
privately to acknowledge and add my testimony to the concurrent 
thought of all my officers in their appreciation of the gallant acts of the 
Navy. My dispatches everywhere show this, and I only call your at¬ 
tention to the fact in justiflcation of what I certainly deem an unkind 
thought toward myself. I am not aware that the Navy preserved my 
army at Baton Rouge j if so, I will acknowledge it with pride and pleas¬ 
ure. I assure you, my dear admiral, that I feel only the most glorious 
exultation at the exploits of your branch of the service. You need no 
one to speak of or herald your acts; they speak for themselves. The 
Navy need have no jealousy of the Army, especially in this department; 
and while I will acquit you of any intentional or unintentional neglect 
of the Army or its acts, yet I will call your attention to the fact that 
the only mention of the existence of the army of this department, even 
in the official dispatches of the Navy relating to the capture of New 
Orleans, is by Captain Porter in these words; sent General Butler 
in the Miami around in the rear of the forts.’^ For this I do not feel at 
all aggrieved by you or your officers 5 on the contrary, I beg to repeat 
that toward yourself personally and the officers of the squadron I have 
none but the.most cordial feelings. 

Believ^e me, truly, your Mend and servant, 

BBNJ. F. BUTLER. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, August 14, 1862. 

Hon. B. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : Since the attack on Baton Rouge, of which 1 sent you the gen¬ 
eral description in my last, I have directed that place to be slightly 
intrenched and put in condition of defense. My judgment has been to 
hold the point, not for any special military but for its political impor¬ 
tance. If pressed here, however, I must evacuate it, but shall destroy 
it before I leave it. 

We are now threatened by the whole western division of the Southern 
Army, under Generals Van Dorn, Breckinridge, and Jeff. Thompson, 
together with whatever troops can be gathered from Texas or on the 
western bank of the river. 

The withdrawal of the troops at Vicksburg and the apparent inac¬ 
tivity or withdrawal of troops from Corinth has allowed the concentra¬ 
tion of all their troops upon us. 

Vicksburg is essentially bare of troops. We are considerably weak¬ 
ened by disease and discharges of those whom nine-months^ service 
have shown unfit for duty. 

1 have largely caused the regiments to be filled up by enlistments 
here, and -1 doubt not in all J have enlisted a thousand men in the 
old regiments, and I have now 1,200 being organized as the First Regi- 
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meut of Louisiana Volunteers, National Guards, and two companies of 
cavalry. I think I shall get two regiments besides, but that is a work 
of time. 

I need re-enforcements very much; without them I cannot co-operate 
with the Navy against Mobile. Indeed we are threatened with an at¬ 
tack on the city of New Orleans. I am not specially ^turbed at that. 
K it becomes at all imminent I shall call on Africa to intervene, and I 
do not think I shall call in vain. 

I have determined to use the services of free colored men who were 
organized by the rebels into the Colored Brigade, of which we have 
heard so much. They are free; they have been used by our enemies^ 
whose mouths are shut, and they will be loyal. I would like an ex¬ 
perienced brigadier-general in place of the lamented Williams, and 
would again press the appointment of Lieutenant Weitzel, of the En¬ 
gineers. 

If I am to have any troops I would prefer New England soldiers, not 
that they are any better than others, but that I know them better. I 
would not ask more than 5,000 of the Massachusetts and Connecticut 
quota. 

I have need of more cavalry, in order to hunt out the guerrillas. A 
regiment, with what I have, would do immense service. May I ask 
prompt action in regard to the re-enforcements ? 

More than four months since my ordnance officer made requisition 
for some ammunition, .64 caliber, and it has not yet come. Our .54 rifles 
are useless. The invoices have come, but no cartridges. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquaetees Depaetment of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ August 14,1862. 

Count Mejan, French Consul : 

SiE: Your official note to Lieutenant Weitzel, assistant military 
commander, has been forwarded to me. 

I see no just cause of complaint against the order requiring the arms 
of private citizens to be delivered up. It is the usual course pursued in 
cities similarly situated to this, even without any exterior force in the 
neighborhood. 

You will observe that it will not do to trust to mere professions of 
neutrality. I trust most of your countrymen are in good faith neutral, 
but it is unfortunately true that some of them are not. This causes the 
good of necessity to suffer for the acts of the bad. 

I take leave to call your attention to the fact that the United States 
forces gaVe every immunity to Bomegass, who claimed to be French 
consul at Baton Eouge; allowed him to keep his arms, and relied upon 
his neutrality ; but his son was taken prisoner on the battle-field in 
arms against us. 

You will also do me the favor to remember that very few of the 
French subjects hero have taken the oath of neutrality, which was 
offered to but not required of them by my order No. 41, although all 
the officers of the French Legion had, with your knowledge and assent, 
taken the oath to support the Constitution of the Confederate States. 
Thus you see I have no guarantee for the good faith of bad men. 
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1 do not understand kow it is that arms are altered in tlieir effective¬ 
ness by being “ personal propertynor do I see how arms which will 
serve for personal defense (“ qui ne penvent servir que pour lent defense 
personelle”) cannot be as effectively used for defensive warfare. 

Of the disquiet which you say there are signs manifesting themselves 
among the black population of a desire to break their bonds which 
bind tbpm to their masters (“ certaines dispositions h rompre les liens 
qui les attachment h leurs maitres”) I have been a not inattentive ob¬ 
server without wonder, because it would seem natural when their 
masters had set them the example of rebellion against constituted au¬ 
thorities that the negroes, being an imitative race, should do likewise. 

But surely the representative of the Emperor, who does not tolerate 
slavery in Prance, does not desire his countrymen to be armed for the 
purpose of preventing the negroes ftom breaking their bonds. 

Let me assure you that the protection of the United States against 
violence, either by negroes or white men, whether citizens or foreign, 
will continue to be as perfect as it has been since our advent here, and 
by far more, manifesting itself at aU moments and everywhere ([“ tons 
les instants et partout ”), than any improvised citizens’ organization 
can do. 

Whenever the inhabitants of this city will, by a public and united 
act, show both their loyalty and neutrality I shall be glad of their aid 
to keep the peace, and indeed to restore the city to them. Till that 
time, however, I must require the arms of all the inhabitants, white and 
black, to be under my control. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


'' Headquarters Second Brigade, 

Baton Bouge, Avgust 14, 1802—9 p. in. 

R. S. Davis, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General; 

(Japtain : I inclose certain correspondence which lias just passed be¬ 
tween General Breckinridge and myself. I send it lest the exigencies 
of the approaching fight should knock things endwise and destroy it. 
We are all at our arms looking for the foe. 

Your obedient servant, 

HALBERT E. I‘A1NE, 


Colonel, Com manditig. 


flnclosaros.j 


Headquarter^^ in tde Fuold, 

Near Baton Itonge^ Aiujmt 14, I8C2. 

Commanding- Officer Forces at Baton Kouge: 

Sir: The object of this comniiinicatiou is to call your attention to acts 
of outrage recently committed in this part of tlie ConfcderaUi States 
under the orders of officers of the CTnited fiiates Army and to other 
acts which I am informed are in contem])latiou iiiuler tlie same orders. 

Many private houses have been wantonly burned; much i>rivato prop¬ 
erty has been taken or destroyed without (iompensation; many unarmed 
citizens have been seized and carried into imprisonment upon false and 
frivolous pretexts, and information has reached these lieadquarters that 
negro slaves are being organized and armed to be employed against 
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us. It is also stated that the mayor of Bayou Sara has been ordered 
(in case he cannot procure negroes) to impress all able-bodied white per¬ 
sons for the purpose of loading coal upon the boats of the United States 
fleet. 

It has been the earnest desire of the Confederate authorities to con¬ 
duct this war according to the usages of civilized nations, and they will 
adhere to them so long as they are respected by the United States. 

I am authorized by Major-General Van Dorn, commanding this depart¬ 
ment, to inform you that the above acts are regarded as in violation of 
the usage of civilized warfare, and that in future, upon any departure 
from these usages, he will raise the black flag, and neither give nor ask 
quarter. 

I have the honor to request an answer to this communication, inform¬ 
ing me of your future purposes touching the acts herein complained of, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN C. BEECKINEIDGE, 

Major-General^ Commanding^ (7. S, A. 

Headquarters United States Forces, 

Baton Rouge, Atigust 14, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. John 0. Bbeckinridg-e, C. S. A.: 

General: In reply to your communication of this date I have the 
honor to make the following statement: 

None of the acts therein referred to have been committed to my knowl¬ 
edge in this part of the United States under the orders of our officers. 
No private houses have been wantonly burned. Since your attack of the 
5th instant disclosed your purpose to drive this army from the public 
property of the United States I have determined to adopt such meas¬ 
ures as will enable me, in strict accordance with the laws of civilized 
warfare, to maintain my present position. The accomplishment of this 
purpose compels me reluctantly to burn a small number of houses, in¬ 
cluding those of the United States Government and of private persons. 
While it is not impossible that through mistake injustice has been 
done in individual cases, and although the vigilance of officers may not 
always suffice to in*event wrong on the part of subordinates, yet I be¬ 
lieve that no unarmed citizen has been seized or carried into imprison¬ 
ment upon false or frivolous pretexts. No negro slaves have been armed 
against you in this department. 

I have no information respecting the order alleged to have been issued 
to the maj'or of Bayou Sara. 

In future I shall permit no wanton destruction of private property. 
T shall permit no unarmed citizens to be seized upon false or frivolous 
pretexts. 1 shall not arm negroes unless in accordance with the laws 
of the United States. But 1 am informed that a corps of blacks fought 
against us in the recent battle of Baton Rouge, and that our pickets 
were found tied to trees shot through the head, and I am sorry to remind 
yon that a inost barbarous system of guerrilla wartare is authorized by 
your officers and practiced by your troops in this departiiieut. While 
we saved your drowning men at Memphis, yon shot ours at White Eiver. 

I am informed, too, that you have occasionally raised the black flag 
at the commencement of an action. Nevertheless I shall never raise 
that flag which all civilized nations abhor; but I shall try to maintain 
the flag which you have too often promised to defend. 

Your obedient servant, 

HALBBET E. PAINE, 
Colonel, Commanding United States Forces. 
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HJEADQtTARTEES DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 

N'eio OrleanSj August 16, 1862, 

Ool. Halbert E. Paine, 

Commanding at Baton Rouge: 

Colonel: Upon the most mature consideration,in view of the evi¬ 
dent preparations to attack the city of New Orleans, which requires a 
concentration of our forces, I am constrained to come to the conclusion 
that it is necessary to evacuate Baton Eouge. We have demonstrated 
our ability to hold the place, but it is not now a question of ability. 
You will therefore begin the movement quietly and rapidly ; get every¬ 
thing oft* except your men, and then see to it that the town is destroyed. 

After mature deliberation I deem this a military necessity of the 
highest order—much more than the burning Hampton by Magruder. 
That town was burnt by its own friends in August to prevent it giving 
shelter to our troops. The shelter of Baton Eouge to them is a necessity 
in the long winter campaign, to say nothing of its advantages as a 
summer residence. 

In regard to the poor prisoners, they will be between two fires. Use 
in regard to them your best judgment. I do not know that I can aid 
you further by any observations. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 

P. S.—With regard to the prisoners in the penitentiary, whatever dis¬ 
position you make of them do not bring them down here. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ August 16, 1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: This will be handed you by Joseph M. Bell, esq., late law part¬ 
ner and son-in-law of our friend the lamented Eufus Choate. Mr. Bell 
has been serving with me since November last as volunteer aide-de- 
camp and military secretary, more recently as provost judge of the city 
of New Orleans, wherein he has won golden opinions from all right- 
minded persons. Major Bell goes North for a moment of recruitment, as 
he has good cause to do, and I am pleased to be able through him to 
communicate so directly with the War Department. 

I have but little doubt that I shall be attacked here within tlio next 
twenty days or thereabouts. 

As I predicted some months since in my dispatch to the War Dei)art- 
ment, l am in danger from the dihris of Beauregard^s army at Shiloh. 
Some nineteen or twenty regiments and several batteries are gathering 
in upon us from it. 

I have ordered the evacuation and destruction of Baton Eouge, which 
will be effected unless an attack is made upon it by Van Dorn before 
we shall get away. In that case we shall fight. The pendencj^ of a 
contest there is imminent. It seems to be the tactics of the enemy to 
attemj^t to drive us out of New Orleans at all hazards. They agree the 
town will be destroyed in so doing, but they reason that there is so 
large a foreign interest here that the destruction of the town will em- 



Ohap. XXVIL] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 


563 


broil UB with foreign powers. Wbetber tliat be bo or not I do not pro¬ 
pose to be driven out, or if I am driven out there will be no NTew Or¬ 
leans. This is clearly a necessity. If we had five regiments, or 5,000 
more men in our old regiments, there would be no attack. 

Major Bell, however, understands the whole subject of our difSculties 
here thoroughly, and will give you the fullest information upon them 
you may desire. 

Ten thousand men could be advantageously employed here, however, 
and any expedition to Texas should start from here. I am anxious to 
lead one. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

EENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


HEjO)quarters Department or the Gulf, 

JIfew Orleans^ La.^ August 19,1862. 

Col. Halbert E. Paine, 

Colonel^ Commanding at Baton Bouge^ La. : 

Colonel : Upon your representation, through Mr. Bates, of the state 
of the public charitable and penal institutions at Baton Rouge, wherein 
the orphan, the insane, and the helpless are confined and housed, so 
that the innocent and helpless must be so greatly the sufferers, I am 
inclined to countermand my order for burning the town. 

You will leave it as whole as you can, unless you are obliged to burn it 
as a matter of defensive action. I have not changed my opinion of the 
great military advantage it will be to the enemy to have it, but I am 
impelled by a sense of just humanity to overlook that advantage. Its 
importance is not such as to justify that destruction upon the unoffend- 
ing. 

With Orleans it would be different, which must be held at all 
hazards or destroyed. It is the key to the river and the arsenal and 
banking-house of the rebellion. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BEKJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

P. S.—You will not delay the movement on account of the statue of 
Washington. Leave it in safety if you do not bring it away. 


[AuGrUST 20,1862.—For Secretary of State to Secretary of War in 
the case of Reilly, <a British subject, see Series III, Vol. II.] 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, August 20, 1862. 

Moses Bates, Esq., 

Superintendent State Penitentiary : 

Sir : I certainly cannot sanction any law of the State of Louisiana 
which enslaves any children of female convicts born in the State jirison. 
Their place of birth is certainly not their fault. You are therefore to 
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take such care of them as would be done with other destitute children. 
If these children were born of female convict slaves possibly the mas¬ 
ter might have some claim, but I do not see how the State should have 
any. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. E. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

'So. 288. ) Orleans^ August 22,1862. 

Edward Le Beau having, in conjunction with Edgar Le Beau, against 
the orders of the commanding general of this department, destroyed 
arms belonging to the Confederate States for the purpose of depriving 
the United States of the use of the arms and having buried arms for the 
purpose of depriving the United States of them, are sentenced to con- 
hnement on Ship Island for the term of one year. The arms will be 
confiscated, and the negro boy who gave the information of the con¬ 
cealed arms—George Washington Walker—will be emancipated. The 
proper act of emancipation will be made out by the provost court for 
that purpose. 

By order of Major-General Butler; 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ Jiugust 25, 1862. 
Officer Commanding- Eoroes at Opelousas: 

Sir: I have sent Mr. A. Deslondes to you, a well-known gentleman 
of this State, who has been captured and held by me under liis parole 
as one of the hostages for the safety of Mr. Burbank and other peacea¬ 
ble citizens of the United Stales who have been taken by your forces. 
He has been selected as a messenger beciuise he has peculiar and per¬ 
sonal interest in the questions presented by him, and goes under liis 
solemn jiarole to return in any event. 

Mr. Desloudes bears a copy of a letter from the brother of Mr. Bur¬ 
bank to me, disclosing a course of treaUnent toward a citizen of the 
State of Louisiana that I can hardly conceive to be true. 

One purpose I have in sending this note is to ask you to (‘(‘rtily to me 
officially what is the treatment accorded to Mr. Burlmnk, so tliai I may 
relieve the mind of the brother from what I shall believ(^ until oflicially 
informed to the contrary, must bean exaggeration, and I iiave also de¬ 
sired the official information so that 1 might be in condition to act un- 
derstandingly upon this and like cases. 

Mr. Deslondes is further desired to confer with ;^ou whether it is not 
possible that some arrangement be entered into by whi(*h tlu‘ citizens 
who are quietly at home may be loft unmolested. 

Of course this is a matter as regards numbers that may be arrested 
of much more importance to the forces which you command than it can 
be to me, yet it would seem to be desirable that some con volition upon 
this subject might be had which would relieve the war of its pressure 
upon the non-combatants on both sides. 
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Mr. Deslondes is informally possessed of my views upon this topic, 
and he may be able to so far convey to me the views of the authorities 
upon your behalf as to make a basis of more formal action. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

Bmj. E. SUTLER, 
Major-General^ Oommanding. 


Headquarters oe the Army, 

Washington^ August 26,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin P. Butler, 

Commandingj (fee., ITew Orleans: 

General : Ee-enforcements will be sent to you as early as possible. 
The new levies are only just beginning to come in and are still unor¬ 
ganized. 

I cannot think that there can be a very large force under Yan Dom, 
as the main army that retreated from Corinth is now operating against 
Buell and Morgan in Tennessee and Kentucky. They estimate Bragg^s 
forces at over 80,000, and it is known that very considerable detachments 
of Beauregard’s army are now in Arkansas and Mississippi. It is 
deemed of the greatest possible importance to hold Kew Orleans, and 
re-enforcements will be sent as early as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General4n-Chief. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orlea7is^ August 27,1862. 

General : As indicated in my dispatch to the Secretary of War of 
the 16th instant, finding a concentration of troops by the enemy I with¬ 
drew at my leisure the troops at Baton Rouge, and have them now 
encamped behind my lines at Carrollton. As the town of Baton Rouge 
is now held by two gunboats stationed in the river, and if the enemy 
attempt to build batteries there it will be necessary to drive them out 
by shells, I ordered the State library to be brought away, and Powers' 
statue of Washington from the State-house. This has been safely 
accomplished. The library is stored with the city library here. I have 
sent the statute of Washington to the mayor of NTew York, to be held 
in trust for the people of Louisiana until they shall have returned to 
their senses. I deem the evacuation of Baton Rouge a matter of pru¬ 
dence, as the entire force at Vicksburg had been brought down to Jack- 
son and Tangipahoa for the avowed purpose of an attack upon New 
Orleans. This attack will come, if at all, in the course of twenty days. 

I have sent to r>rigadier-General Arnold, at Pensacola, to spare me 
what troops he can, and have ordered his presence for consultation. 

Finding from your letter to me that it was impossible to expect re-en¬ 
forcements, in time at least to meet the expected movement, yielding to 
the necessity of the case I have called upon a portion of a brigade ol 
soldiers who were in the Confederate service, and are now ready and 
desirous of doing loyal service to the Union here. 

I have kept clear of the vexed question of armiug the slaves. 1 am 
fortified by precedents of a half century’s standing, acted upon by the 
Confederate authorities within six months, and I believe I have done 
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nothing of-which the most fastidious member of Jefferson Davis’ house¬ 
hold political can rightfully complain; and since I And my acts are to 
be re-viewed in the British Parliament, I have done only that which 
Great Britain has done in the West Indies and on the very ground upon 
which my Na-tive Guards (colored) are forming. 

Inclosed please find a copy of my general order for this purpose. 

May I ask the prompt approval of the President of my action in this 
behalf, as the only drawback to two regiments of these Native Guards 
(colored) is the fear in their minds that the President -will not sustain 
my action—a story, by the by, which is industriously circulated by the 
rebels here to prevent the enlistment of these loyal citizens. 

The enlistments of white men have succeeded quite to expectations. 
A regiment (First Louisiana Volunteers) marched to defend the lines 
at Carrollton to-day a thousand strong, as fine looking a body of men 
as I have ever seen. More than a thousand others have enlisted in the 
various regiments to fill the ranks. Besides, I have three companies 
of cavalry and nearly 600 unattached recruits. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

Oomm<mder-in-Chief U. 8. A. 

[Ihclostire.] 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

Ifo. 63. I New Orleans^ August 22,1862. 

Whereas on the 23d day of April, in the year 1861. at a public meet¬ 
ing of the free colored population of the city ot JTew Orleans, a military 
organization known as the Native Guards (colored) had its existence, 
which military organization was duly and legally enrolled as a part of 
the militia of the State, its officers being commissioned by Thomas O. 
Moore, Governor and Commander-in-Ohief of the Militia of the State of 
Louisiana, in the form following; that is to say: 

The State of Louisiana. 

[Seal of the State.] 

By Thomas Overton Moore, Governor of the State of Louisiana and Couimander-in- 
Chief of the Militia thereof. 


In the name and by the authority of the State of Louisiana. 

Know ye, that * * ^ having been duly and legally elected captain of the Na¬ 
tive Guards (colored), First Division of the Militia of Louisiana, to serve for the term 
of the war, 1 do hereby appoint and commission him captain, as aforesaid, to take 
rank as such from the 2d day of May, 1801. 

He is therefore carefully and diligently to discharge the duties of his olliceby doing 
and performing all manner of things thereto belonging, and I do strictly charge and 
require all officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates under his command to be 
obedient to his orders as captain; and he is to observe and follow such orders and 
directions from time to time as he shall receive from me or the future Governor of the 
State of Louisiana or other superior officers, according to the Rules and Articles of 
War and in conformity to law. 

In testimony whereof I have caused these letters to he made patent and the seal of 
the State to be hereunto annexed. 

Given under my hand at the city of Baton Rouge on the 2d day of May, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one. 


By the Governor: 

P D. Hardy, Secretary of State. 


THOMAS O. MOORE. 



Ohap. XSVU.] 


567 


eOBEESPOlTOENCE, ETC.—^UNION. 


[Inclosnre Ko. 2.] 

Orders, ? Headquarters Louisiana Miutia, 

No. 426. > MjufanirGeneraVa 0^, March 24,1862, 

L The Governor and commander-in-chief, relying implicitly upon the loyally of the 
free colored population of the city and State for the protection of their homes, their 
property, and for Southern rights from the pollution of a ruthless invader, and be¬ 
lieving that the military organization which existed prior to the 15th of February, 
1862, and ehoitedpraise andrespect for the patriotic motives which prompted it, should 
exist for and during the war, calls upon them to maintain their organization, and to 
hold themselves prepared for such orders as may be transmitted to them. 

n. The cdlonel coi^anding will report without delay to Major-General Lewis, com- 
mandiug State Militia. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor; 

M, GBIVOT, 

- Adjutant-GcnercU. 

And whereas said military organization by the same order was di¬ 
rected to report to Major-General Lewis for service but did not leave 
the city of ISiew Orleans when he did: 

JTow, therefore, the commanding general, believing that a large por¬ 
tion of this militia force of the State of Louisiana are willing teke 
service in the volunteer forces of the United States and be enrolled 
and organized to ‘^defend their homes from ruthless invaders,to pro¬ 
tect their wives and children and kindred from wrong and outrage, to 
shield their property from being seized by bad men, and to defend the 
flag of their native country as their fathers did under Jackson at Chal- 
mette against Pakenham and his myrmidons, carrying the black flag of 
^‘Beauty and Booty -y 

Appreciating their motives, relying upon their well-known loyalty 
and patriotism,’^ and with ^^praise and respect” for these brave men, it 
is ordered that all the members of the l^ative Guards aforesaid and all 
other free colored citizens recognized by the first and late Governor and 
authorities of the State of Louisiana as a portion of the militia of the 
State who shall enlist in the volunteer service of the United States 
shall be duly organized by the appointment of proper ofScers, and 
accepted, paid, equipped, armed, and rationed as are other volunteer 
troops of the United States, subject to the approval of the President of 
the IJnited States. All such persons are required at once to report 
themselves at the Touro Charity building, Front Levee street, iN’ew 
Orleans, where proper officers will muster them into the service of the 
United States. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Washington, August 28,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

Commanding^ (j&c., New Orleans: 

General : The Secretary of State has called the attention of the War 
Department to complaints of one E. Eeilly and others, British subjects, 
made through the British charge Waffaires^ that the provost-marshal 
of New Orleans has required them to take an oath of neutrality before 
bringing suits for recovery of property and before receiving passes.* 
I am directed by the Secretary of War to say to you that oaths are not 
to be prescribed by us to aliens, nor to be required of our own citizens 
as conditions of rights or privileges in cases w^here they are not pre- 

See Seward to Stanton, August 20, Series III, Vol. II. 
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scribed or required by law or general regulations. You, however, are 
authorized to establish some general regulations for your department 
or for [New Orleans, which in case of doubt will enable aliens applying 
for favors that can only be allowed to loyal, or at least inoffensive, per¬ 
sons to prove that they belong to that class. 

Verv respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

ITew Orleans^ September 1, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

Commanding the Army of the United States : 

General : Nothing of interest has occurred to the troops of this 
department since my last dispatch. Our dispositions being made for 
defense, the forts which the enemy expected to surprise being strength¬ 
ened, I am inclined to the opinion that he has for the present abandoned 
his plan of attack. My informers also confirm this view by their intel¬ 
ligence. Since the plan of attack was abandoned Breckinridge has 
gone with a portion of his division to Mobile, and is said to be e7t route 
to Virginia. The condition of the people here is a very alarming one. 
They have literally come down to starvation, not only in the city, but 
in the country. Planters who in peaceful times would have spent their 
summers at Saratoga are now on their plantations essentially without 
food. Hundreds weekly by stealth are coming across the lake to the 
city, reporting starvation on the lake shore. I am distributing in vari¬ 
ous ways about $50,000 per month in food and more is needed. This 
is to the whites. My commissary is issuing rations to the amount of 
nearly double the amount required by the troops. This to the blacks. 
They are now coming in by hundreds, say thousands, almost daily. 
Many of the plantations are deserted along the coast, which ])hrase in 
this country means the river from the city up to Natchez. (3rops of 
sugar-cane are left standing to waste which would make a million of 
dollars’ worth of sugar. 

Guerrillas interfere with all white labor which would be peaceable 
and impress it into the rebel Army. The act of Congress whi(*li allows 
no proper punishment of these marauders renders it impossibhi to re¬ 
strain them. It IS useless to tell me to try them, scuid the record to 
Washington, and then to shoot them if the record is a]>i>ro\ ed. M vents 
travel altogether too rapidly for that. In the irieaii time t h(‘y hang every 
Union man they catch, and by their proclamations (sc^e (lovernorJMoore’s, 
on file with the War Department) they threaten to hajig every man 
who has my pass. All this while also they ar(‘ i)rating in their ])apers 
and by the message of Davis about carrying on a civilized warfar<^ AVe 
have with us a great number of negro women and chihlren, baretool 
and halt* naked. May I ask in what way, in view of the <*oming w inter, 
these are to be clothed? I can house them. There are houses ol‘ rebel 
officers enough to cover them. 

I learn by the secession newspapers that 1 am to be reli< 3 ved of this 
command. Ji that be so, might 1 ask that my successor be sent as 
early as possible, as my own health is not the strongest, and it w^ould 
seem but fair that he should take some part in the yellowy-lever season. 
1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BBNJ. F. BUTLER, 
M.ajo7'-General, Commanding^ 
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Headquarters Departiveent of the Gulf, 

New Orleans [S^tember —], 1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I send inclosed general order of this department Xo. 62, [62J]* 
wherein honorable mention is made of several non-commissioned om- 
cers and privates of this division for gallant conduct at Baton Eouge. 
I would suggest that the medals for meritorious services provided by 
the act of Congress for soldiers in such cases be forwarded to these 
brave men. 

Since I wrote the commanding general I am more and more satisfied 
that the immediate attack upon this city is put off. My information 
confirms that from every source. The delay is in part*owing to the 
fact that the enemy is building and altering two gunboats in the Yazoo 
Eiver, with which he hopes to embarrass the fleet. A movement from 
above might destroy those boats, which are only guarded by a small 
militia force. We cannot reach them from below, as we must pass 
Yicksburg to do it. 

I take leave to send, for the use of your office and that of the com¬ 
manding general, photographs of our position at Carrollton and the 
surrounding country, reduced from a survey that I have thought it 
necessary to make. 

The health of the city continues admirable, and the troops are fast 
recovering from the sickness and fatigue of the campaign at Vicksburg. 

1 have succeeded wonderfully in my enlistments of volunteers here— 
a full regiment, three companies of cavalry, 600 to form a new regiment, 
and more than 1,200 men enlisted in the old regiments to fill up the 
ranks. I shall also have within ten days a regiment, 1,000 strong, of 
Native Guards (colored), the darkest of whom will be about the com¬ 
plexion of the late Mr. Webster. 

I shall have the honor to have increased my division by at least 3,000 
men (one-lifth of the whole) after a nine-months’ campaign in the un¬ 
healthy South. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

[BENJ. E. BUTLER.] 

[Indoiseinent.] 


War Depart]uent, 

Sejytemher 11,1862. 

Received this day by mail, in an envelope, from Major-General Butler, 
postmarked New Orleans, but with the date of the postmark so blurred 
as to be illegible. 

r. H. WATSON, ^ 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


TTeadqcjarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, La., September 1, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant’General: 

General : A press of other much more important engagements has 
prevented my reporting upon the letter of Captain Porter. 

See repoits, p. 4‘2. t See Thomas to Jkitler, July p. WT. 
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With, the Oommodore (now Admiral) Farragat there has ever been the 
utmost reciprocity of aid and the warmest sympathy. 

I was very anxious that the expedition should get off to Vicksburg 
as early as possible, and I did everything I could do to speed it. Cap¬ 
tain Porter, in his letter to me, expressly so states. The steamer Em¬ 
pire Parish, which was a boat belonging to private parties here that 
had come to the city relying upon my safeguard, was as much within 
his control as mine. Nay, at the very time Captain Porter complains, 
as will be seen by the affidavits herewith submitted, the Empire Par¬ 
ish was seized by him and wholly under his control. It will be seen 
also that at the very time Captain Porter complains to the Department 
of the delays of the steamer Fox she was under the orders of Commo¬ 
dore Morris, his senior officer, and in his employ. I inclose the original 
order, which I desire preserved. It is true that the master of that 
steamer got drunk and behaved badly at the Passes. That truth Com¬ 
modore Porter states, but he omits to state that for such conduct the 
master was punished by instant discharge. Why suppress that fact, 
which was known to Captain Porter ? If there is a naval officer on this 
station that will not bear the fullest testimony to the exertions of my¬ 
self and command to aid the Navy everywhere and at all times, with 
the exception of Captain Porter, they certainly will do very differently 
from what they have personally stated to me. My chief quartermaster. 
Colonel Shaffer, knows the facts relating to this transaction, and I de¬ 
sire the fullest inquiry should be made of Mm. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 

[Inclosare Xo. 1.] 

Uotteb States Steamer Ootorara, 

Southwest PasSj July 15,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

Commanding department of the Gulf, Uew Orleans : 

Sir: Your letter of July 15 has been received.* You must not sup 
pose that I wrote to you while under any excitement from the fret that 
you had applied the word misstatement to the report made to you in 
my previous letter. It was some time after receiving the communica¬ 
tion of Lieutenant-Commander Breese that I wrote my letter of the 
5th instant. 

On hearing what was alleged against mo I examined carefully my first 
letter to see if I had inadvertently said anything to offend you, and also 
handed it to several of my officers, who could see in it nothing that 
could possibly reflect upon yon or the Army. 

In the first place, I supposed from your letter directed to me at Ship 
Island (in which you urged me to use dispatcli), that the expedition 
was one started by yourself, and that you were more interested in it even 
than I was, it was most natural I should look to joii for support when 
I found that your subordinates were careless in the performance of your 
orders. Had those subordinates been officers in tlie army I should 
have said but little on the subject, and I wish to say here that I do not 
consider any of them as connected with the Army corps in any way. 
They were civilians in every respect to me, apparently indifferent about 
obeying orders received from the highest authority. 


Not found. 
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It was my duty to report the facts as they appeared to me and in 
the plain manner I am always accustomed to do. 

In regard to the application you make of the word ‘‘misstatement,’’ 
I am constrained, general, to differ from you, though you are more ac¬ 
customed to argue such matters than I am. In a legal sense “ misstate¬ 
ment” supposes that a man may have erred intentionally or uninten¬ 
tionally. We know that a great many things are said in court-room that 
would scarcely be considered worthy of a second thought there, whffe 
such expressions used to an officer (especially of a different branch of 
the service, where it is desirable the greatest courtesy should exist) are 
very unusual and become offensive. 

I do not think you are happy in your illustration of the word “ mis¬ 
statement,” when you refer to my official report to Flag-Officer Farragnt, 
in which I said “ the steam-ram Louisiana appeared to be moving about 
quite lively.” It was a matter of little consequence whether she was 
moving or not; that part of my communication was a mistake, predi¬ 
cated on the reports of officers and seamen aloft. It could in no way 
be considered as a misstatement any more than could your report that 
you were landing troops at quarantine, preparatory to making an attack 
on Fort Saint Philip, which the nature of the country absolutely for¬ 
bids. I have since learned that the steam-ram Louisiana could not 
move lively with her own power, and I have no doubt you have since 
learned that an assault on Fort Saint Philip at that time was a most 
impracticable thing. You were only mistaken in saying you would 
have assaulted it, and in no way could be accused of making a misstate¬ 
ment, for your antecedents show that you are not afraid of placing your 
troops in a position no matter how hazardous. NTo one would therefore 
have a right to apply the expression “misstatement” to you in any 
official statement. You made it at that time as regards what you in¬ 
tended to do. 

Conceiving as I did the word “ misstatement” to be used offensively, 
and having been educated to look upon it in a different light from that 
placed upon it by you, I felt self aggrieved and considered it as 
infringing my personal honor. Our word is our bond m the Navy. 
Affidavits with us give no more force to an assertion than it possessed 
when coming from the lips of a truthful man. Excuse me, general, for 
following your example m drawing illustrations 5 they are, however, as 
apt in one case as the other. 

I should be very sorry if there should remain any cause of personal 
grievance between us after your explanation, which no doubt you have 
made with the intention of being satisfactory ; as such I am content to 
receive it. 

I trust you will consider me sincere in what I said in my letter of 
the 5th instant in relation to the prompt manner in which you person¬ 
ally acceded to my wishes. I still remain of the same opinion, and 
should do so even though I might consider myself personally aggrieved 
by you. 

I have the honor to remain, verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID D. POETEE, 

Commanding FlotiUu. 


flnclosme 2\o. 2 ] 

I, Percy F. Bdey, hereby certify that on or about the 12th day of 
June, 1862, whEe acting as captain of the port, I received an order from 

36 R E—VOL XV 
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Colonel Shaffer, chief quartermaster.Bepartment of the &ulf, to send 
two tow-boats to Captain Porter, commanding United States mortar 
fleet. 

Al l the tow-boats, with exception of steamer Fox, were at the South¬ 
west Pass, and it was impossible to communicate with them, the Fox 
having no steam or coal at the time. 

I reported this fact to Captain Porter, and at the same time informed 
him that the Empire Parish, a steamboat sailing under flag of truce 
and then lying at the levee, could be substituted for one of the tow¬ 
boats. He directed me to see her owners and ascertain if they would 
charter their boat to him. 

I had an interview with her agents, and they told me they could not 
charter their vessel to Captain Porter. 

Captain Porter then seized the Empire Parish, and requested me to 
procure a crew for her, which was done, and the vessel reported ready 
for use the same evening. 

The steamer Fox was made ready the same day and orders given her 
to report to Captain Porter for orders. 

About 3 p. m. of the next day she towed the United States steamer Mc¬ 
Clellan, then lying in the stream (in a disabled condition), to the wharf, 
and the captain of the Fox, instead of obeying his orders to report to 
Captain Porter, moved his vessel to the dock, for which he was dis¬ 
charged the next morning on my becoming acquainted with the fact. 

Another master was placed in charge of steamer Fox, who was di¬ 
rected to report immediately to Captain Porter, but before he could do so 
Captain Morris, commanding United States steamer Pensacola, and senior 
naval officer in port, made a requisition in writing for the steamer Fox. 
He was informed she was required for the use of Captain Porter. He 
however insisted that she should obey his orders, and he would explain 
the matter with Captain Porter. She was accordingly directed to obey 
Captain Morris’ instructions, and she was employed the greater part of 
the day in doing so. 

The next day, July 16, 1862, she took in tow the mortar schooners 
Kos. 17 and 19, and iiroceeded up the river. 

flnclosure 3 J 

AN AFFIDAVIT. 

1, Edward T. Tlioiiipsou, on or about the 13th of June, 1802, took 
charge of the steamer Empire Parisli, as captain, by order of Ca])!. D. 
D. Porter, commanding mortar fleet. Proceeded flrsi, at or about 3 
o’clock p. m., to Algiers to take in (ioal, but finding no eoal-wlicTJers, 
returned to the city at once. 1 re])orted to Ca])tain Porter at oi* about 
6 o’clock the same evening, who ordered me to use all dks[)atcli, take 
in my coal, get tbe schooners of mortar licet in tow, and i)rocee(l up 
the river to Vicksburg. At or about 7 o’clock ou tlu^ moruiug of the 
14th June, 1862, having coal-wlieelers ou board, 1 proccHMled to Algicuvs, 
coaled the boat, and about 2 o’clock of the same da.’^ j*cturiic(l to the 
city landing and took in provisions. At or about 6 ()’clo(dv same day 
left the city and took in tow two schooners of tlic mortar ileet, anil 
passed up the river to Nine Mile Point. 

E. T. THOMPSON. 


[lucloBiUf No. 4 1 

U. S. Sloop Pensacola, off Kew Orleans^ June 14, 1862. 
Captain of the Steamer Fox: 
arp • \ wi<5l» von to tow no as soon as nossible the bark Saint Mary 
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a coal vessel, now lying abreast of the French market, and put her 
alongside of the steamer Coatazacoalcos, to coal her. I wiU see Cap¬ 
tain Porter and explain to him the necessity of my giving this order. 
Very respectfally, 

HEiTRY W. MORRIS, 
Captain and Senior Officer, 


PtEADQUAETBRS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULP, 

ITew Orleans, La,, September 2, 1862. 

Santa Maria Clara, 

Superior and Sister of Charity: 

Madame : I had no information until the reception of your note that 
so sad a result to the Sisters of your community had happened from 
the bombardment of Donaldsonville. 

I am very, very sorry that Rear-Admiral Farragut was unaware that 
he was injuring your establishment by his shells. Any injury must 
have been entirely accidental. The destruction of that town became 
a necessity. The inhabitants harbored a gang of cowardly guerrillas, 
who committed every atrocity, amongst others that of firing upon an 
unarmed boat, crowded with women and children, going up the coast 
returning to their homes, many of them having been at school in Nevr 
Orleans. 

It is impossible to allow such acts, and I am only sorry that the right¬ 
eous punishment meted out to them in this instance, as indeed in all 
others, fell quite as heavily upon the innocent and unoffending as upon 
the guilty. 

No one can appreciate more folly than myself the holy, self-sacrific¬ 
ing labors of the Sisters of Charity. To them our soldiers are daily 
indebted for the kindest offices. Sisters to all mankind, they know no 
nation, no kindred, neither war nor peace. Their all-pervading charity 
is like the boundless love of “ Him who died for all,^’ whose servants 
they are, and whose pure teachings their love illustrates. 

I repeat my grief that any harm should have befallen your Society 
of Sisters, and cheerfully repair it so far as I may, in the manner you 
suggest, by filling the order you have sent to the city for provisions 
and medicines. 

Your Sisters in the city will also farther testily to you that my offi¬ 
cers and soldiers have never failed to do to them all in our power to 
aid them in their usefulness and to lighten the burden of their labors. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, believe me, your friend, 

BEXJ. F. BUTLER. 


[September 2, 10 ,11, and 18, 1862.—For <‘ommuiiieatioiis from the 
War Department to General Butler, transmitting correspondence re¬ 
ceived from the Department of State in reference to complications vith 
foreign consuls, &c., see Series III, Yol. II.] 


Headquarters Department of the Gv’lf, 

Neio Orleans, September 4, 1862. 

Treasurer of the City of New Orleans: 

Sir: Inclosed herewith please find $3,182.50, lieing the amoiiM le- 
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covered by my order from Mr. Pili6, late city surveyor, which was 
taken jfrom the treasury unjustifiably under the following circum¬ 
stances : 

Messrs. Pili6, father and son, have held the office as city surveyors 
for forty years or thereabouts. Of course in the execution of the office 
it was their duty, without other reward than their salaries, to have put 
upon the city’s books all the real property of the city which had come 
to their knowledge, and this they did do, but Pili6 the younger, being 
about to resign his office on the 1st of June last, because he would not 
take the oath of allegiance, claimed of the city 5 per cent, commission 
for property to which he had ascertained the title of the city and put 
upon his books. This claim covered the time from 1846 to the present. 

The finance committee of the government, themselves about to retire 
for the same reason, being the same men who had wrongfully invested 
almost one-third of a million of the charity fund of the city intrusted to 
them, approved that bill, by means whereof this $3,000 was taken out 
of the city without the knowledge of the acting mayor. This seemed 
to be part of the last desperate plunge of the hands of unprincipled 
men in the city treasury, and this amount, as soon as it came to my 
knowledge, I caused to be disgorged and now return it to you. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BB]!^J. F. BUTLEE, 

Mc0or-General, Commanding. 


Headquartees Department of the Gulf, 

N'etv Orleans, September 9,1862. 

Bear-Admiral D. G. Farrag-ut, 

Commanding Western Gulf Fleet: 


My Dear Admiral : A week or two since there were imminent threats 
of attack upon ISlew Orleans, I believe now that has been put off till 
about the middle of October, when the iron-clad fleet in the Yazoo will 
be finished. This my information gives me as the settled plan. The 
Government should give us one of the new iron-dads to end these hopes 
of the rebels. 

I have now an expedition mniver under convoy of tlic Mississippi. 
The Essex is here, not at the mouth of Eed Eiver, wliere slie is needed. 

I will be able, 1 think, to aid you at Mobile; at any rate I will see 
you within the next ten days. 

It would be impossible to spare the New London on the lake. I am 
causing a crew to be eiiliwSted for the Calhoun; we shall need her also 
to be just as we could be in event of an attack. 

My advices are such that 1 shall quarantine Pensacola no lon^»<‘r, 
although it was fortunate that I stopi)ed the liliode Island. 

The health of the city is improving. You will hear fearful news from 
Washington, but 1 hope not so bad as it looks. 

You will be pleased to learn of the promotion of Lieutenant Weitzel 
to brigadier-general. 

Truly, your friend. 


BBNJ. BUTLEE. 


[September lo, 1802 . —For Butler to Halleck, report in case of 
Charles Meidsiek, sec series III, Yol. 11.J 
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Headquarters Depart3iext oe the Gulp, 

Jlfew Orleans^ S^temher 10, 1862. 

Dr. W. K Mercer, 

President Banh of Louisiana: 

Sir: I have carefully examined the memoranda of resolutions passed 
by your board of directors and submitted to me on the subject of draw¬ 
ing against the specie of your bank now not in its vaults. 

The proposed arrangements, if carried out in good faith, would re¬ 
assure the standing of the bank, save its stockholders from loss, and 
benefit the currency of New Orleans. 

With these views I consent to it on behalf of the United States Gov¬ 
ernment. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. E. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Departsient op the Gulp, 

I^ew Orleans^ S^tember 10,1862. 
General Eichard Taylor, Commanding^ &c.: 

General: I received your letter by the Hon. E. C. Wicklifie, in 
whom I once recognized a gentleman of the highest respectability, but 
I take leave to suggest that a flag of truce bearing communications 
from one military officer to another is usually in charge of an officer of 
the command of the party sending it. I am pleased to be informed as 
to the command of the Confederate forces on the western side of the 
Mississippi. 

No information has reached these headquarters save by your note 
of the occurrences of which you write. 

The troops at the Bayou des Allemands were an advance post, guard¬ 
ing a railroad bridge, and not an expedition at all, nor were they allowed 
to go on any expedition up the coast or elsewhere, so that upon this 
topic I am constrained to believe you were misinformed. 

I need not say that acts such as you describe are neither ordered nor 
toleiated by the Government or by myself. 

I inclose a copy of my general order and also the order of the War 
Department upon this subject. 

That unlicensed acts are committed by troops on marching service is 
the well-known fact of all civilized warfare. 

If any deeds such as you describe have been committed, and you 
will send me the written evidence which you have, together witli 
the parties, my acts heretofore should convince you that they will be 
properly punished. Therefore if you have the guilty parties ^\ou will 
do w^ell to allow them to be exchanged, as it w ill be impossible for me 
to ascertain their guilt if you retain them. I could have wished that 
this answer to your communication could have ended here and that 
you could have contented yourself not to threaten. 

It is true you have 136 men duly enlisted in the Eighth Vermont Eegi* 
meat, including their officers, but how capturedA part by ambush of 
a supply train. This savors rather of Indian than of civilized warfare. 

But the worst remains behind.” I am informed that the guerrilla 
force which made the capture of the post at Ba\ ou des Allemands raised 
a flag of truce; that it was answered by another flag from my men, the 
bearers of which were seized and detained; that a second flag was sent 
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oat to request the return of the first; that this also was seized, and the 
hearers of both were placed at the head of the advancing column, so 
that my men could fire only upon their friends. Is this civilized or savage 
warfare ? It reads precisely like the history of similar strategy by Tons - 
saint L^Oaverture toward the French forces in San Domingo, and would 
seem therefore to be not even original. 

I say most unhesitatingly, general, that I do not suspect even that 
this act was in any way known to or sanctioned by yourself, educated 
in the United States, and the son of one who led the United States ar¬ 
mies to victory and died the recipient of his whole country’s highest 
honors. The mischief arises from the employment of a guerrilla force 
of undisciplined and lawless men, brought from a neighboring State 
into a community where they have neither interest nor restraint. 

Now I am aware that your authorities have called this force Parti¬ 
san Eangers 5 but that neither alters their condition, their habits, their 
disposition, nor acts. Lawless violence has been and ever will be the 
distinguishing characteristics of such force. Organized originally in 
Spain and Mexico, from a part of which these men came, it is known 
what they will, nay, what they must, do. Now, although 1 have some 
30 of the very men who so abused a flag of truce, I shall make no 
threats of reprisal. 

I take leave to call your attention to the fact that I submitted through 
Mr. Deslondes a proposition to you that some arrangement should be 
made by which non-combatants might have some protection from the 
severities and hardships of war. 

You are reported to me by Thomas O. Moore, who assumed to be the 
commander of the forces at Opelousas and took upon himself to answer 
my communication to that office through some supposed adjutant-gen¬ 
eral, to have declined any arrangements for the protection of non-com¬ 
batants, because they would need none if the war was conducted on our 
side as the Confederate Government had always conducted it, according 
to the rules of civilized warfare. 

I am at a loss to distinguish between the conduct of the State and 
Confederate Governments. 

If the proclamation of the late Governor Moore, which proinises “ short 
shrift” to those who may buy even provisions to keep them from starving 
in New Orleans, which threatens each i)erson leaving my lines with iny 
pass with imijrisonment 5 if in its intent, its meaning, and sco]>e tliat 
proclamation is ac(*ordiug to any rules or usages ol* (atlicr civilized or 
uncivilized warfare I have failed to have been informed of tlicm. 

That burning cotton of ])eaceable idanters, rolling their sugar into 
the river, and destroying their sugar-houses, as has been done all along 
the river by Partisan Hangers, and that too to their very Iriends and 
sympathizers, for the crimes of only desiring to sell their croi) and get¬ 
ting something to buy ]> 1 * 0 visions for themselves and tlieinicgroes, is not 
civilized I certainly need not reminda late soldier of the United States 
Army. Firing upon an unarmed boat filled with women and female 
school children, and almost with those only, is neitlnu* civilized nor 
brave. 

As an example of the uuacquaintance of the rules of dvilized war of 
a portion of the forces under your command please take the firing oft ‘>0 
men, protected by a village, with double-barrel sliot-guns, upon a United 
States steam sloop-of-war passing quietly down the ri\ er. 

I shall only fatigue you by enumeration. I have within my lines and 
in my power five times 130 officers and men of the Confederate service 
as prisoners of war, from a brigadier-general to the inconsiderate lad 
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of sixteen. I shall treat these with every courtesy due their position. 
ISTo hair of the head of one of my captured soldiers ought to be touched 
upon any pretext of reprisal or retaliation. I trust you will reconsider 
your determination to do so in any event. 

That I punish the guilty marauders with promptness the women and 
children of New Orleans, who sleep in calm, undisturbed quiet under 
our flag, will tell youj that I deal generously with my enemies a thou¬ 
sand and nineteen families of Confederate soldiers now being fed from 
my rations will testify. That I will take care of, protect, and avenge 
the wrongs and lives of my fellow-soldiers confided to my care you as a 
soldier can judge. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-Generals Gommanding. 

P. S.—Since writing this note I have received a letter from Commo¬ 
dore Porter, a copy of which I inclose. I state frankly I do not believe 
the report made by Commodore Porter. If true, it only adds another 
example of the infelicity of employing such partisan forces; if false, it 
shows the damage of reprisals and retaliation upon any report whatever. 

Eespectftdly, 

B. F. B. 


[Inclosnre.] 

On Board United States Q-unboat Essex, 

Off Neto 0rlea7is^ S&pteml>er —, 1862. 
General Benjamin F. Butler, 

Gommanding United States Forces at Xeio Orleans^ La,: 

General : I understand you have this day captured some guerrillas. 

On the 15th August my fourth master, llr. Spencer Kellogg, with 
four of my seamen from the Essex, were made prisoners by some guer¬ 
rillas at Port Hudson when engaged in catting adrift some flat-boats 
used by the rebels for conveyance of supplies from the west bank to 
the east bank of the Mississippi; the next day they were hanged, so I 
understand from a citizen of Bayou Sara in whom I have much confi¬ 
dence. 

I would ask you under the circumstances that retribution be car¬ 
ried out, and would respectfully suggest that for each seaman of mine 
hanged one guerrilla be shot, and for my officer ten. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. D. POETEE. 

Commodore, United Sfatcy Xacy, 


War Detartment, 
WaMngton, t^eptember 10, 1862. 

Hon. W. H. Seward, 

Secretary of State: 

Sir: The Secretary of War directs me to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of yesterday’s date, and to inform you that a copy thereof, 
as well as of the translation of the Spanisli ministers communication 
which accompanied it, has been transmitted to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, 


*Doc*umeuts referred to will appear in Series III, VoL IT. 
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with instructions to submit to this Department as early as practicable 
full explanations in regard to the complaints alleged by Mr. Tassara 
against that officer's administration of the quarantine laws at the port 
of 'Eqw Orleans. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. H. WATSON, 
Assistant Secretary of War, 


Special Oedees, \ Hdqes. op the Aemy, Adjt. Gen’s. Oppioe, 

No. 235. ) Washington^ Sejgtemher 11, 1862. 

III. Maj. Gen. Cassius M. Clay, U. S. Volunteers, is assigned to duty 
in the Department of the Gulf, and will report in person to Major- 
General Butler.* 

* « * 

By command of Major-General Halleck: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjtitant-General, 


Headquaetees Depaetment op the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ September 13,1862. 

Hon. Gideon Welles : 

Deae Sie: I send inclosed herewith the communication referred to 
me by Commodore Morris. 

I need not tell you that I do all in my power to prevent either pillage 
or plunder. The boats were sent to obtain sugar for the use of the com¬ 
missaries of this department, a matter not subject to criticism by Lieu¬ 
tenant Eoe. 

The tenor of the whole communication is so remarkable, that I for¬ 
ward it to the Navy Department with the indorsement made by me at 
the time of its receipt. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. K BUTLEB, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


[luolosure ] 

United States Gunboat Kataudin, 

Mississippi Ricerj September 11, 1862. 
Commodore Henry W. Morris, 

Commanding Naval Forces, Neio Orleans, La. : 

Sie : I was overhauled yesterday by Lieutenant Cominandi ng Lowry, 
of the Sciota, while at Bonnet Oaire Point, and directed by him to follow 
on as convoy of three transports of the United States Army. Upon 
arriving at Donaldsonville this day the transports landed at the upper- 
part of the town, lauded a party of troops, and commenced receiving 


* Thib ordei was never obeyed. No record of its revocation is found in the Adjutaut- 
Geneial’.s 0£xice, but in his personal history lilod in that oldco General Clay states that 
this ordei “was revoked by President Lincoln m his own handwriting, lie sending 
me on a secret political mission to the Kentucky !.■ to sec if that State 

would submit to a proclamation of freedom to the - " 
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on board sugar and other merchandise. A few hours after I received 
positive information that a company of these troops had entered a large 
mansion, situated near to the landing of the steamer Saint Maurice, had 
pillaged it in a brutal manner, and carried off wines, liquors, silver 
plate, and clothing belonging to ladies. I am informed that several of 
the soldiers were drunk from the use of the liquor and wine thus ap¬ 
propriated. This house was inhabited in the morning. During this 
time the Katahdin was at anchor, with her guns trained upon shore 
over the Saint Maurice for her protection. 

I respectfully request instructions if the guns of the Katahdin are 
to be used for the protection of soldiers upon a marauding expedition, 
and if I am to use them in the protection of drunken, undisciplined, and 
licentious troops in the wanton pillage of a private mansion of wines, 
plate, silk dresses, the misses and female apparel, to say nothing of the 
confiscation of sugar, which I believe to be without proper and lawful 
reasons therefor. I confess, sir, that I blush to report that while the 
troops of the Saint Maurice were thus engaged in this unsoldierly and 
ungallant, not to say disgraceful, operation 1 opened my fire upon 
guerrillas hovering in the rear, apparently occupied in preventing such 
acts of the United States troops. 

I feel quite ready to place the Katahdin and her guns under the fire 
of an enemy. I am desirous of encountering enemies and of injuring 
them in every manly manner, but I cannot further prostitute the dig¬ 
nity of my profession, as I conceive I have done to-day, without an 
earnest and respectful appeal to your authority. It is disgraceful and 
humiliating to me to be ordered on guard duty of soldiers employed in 
pillaging ladies’ dresses and petticoats, and I respectfully request that 
i may be relieved from such service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. A. EOE, 
Lieutenant^ Commanding. 

On the within communication the major-general commanding made 
the following indorsement: 


[Indorsement.] 

The acts of the troops in pillaging (if true) are without palliation or 
excuse; certainly no more to be justified than this improper, bombas¬ 
tic, and ridiculous rhodomontade of a sub-lieutenant of the Navy. 
September 13, 1862. 

BEXJ. F. BUTLER, 
2[oJor-Gentra}. Cotniiiondlng. 


Opfice Chief oi Artillery. 
Fenndcohi, Fla.. JSepiehibtr 13, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Lewis G. Arnold, 

United States Volunteen, Pensacola, Fla.: 

General : In obedience to jour instructions I submit a report upon 
the means adopted for the defense ol* Pensacola, as follows: 

Woods and thick undergrowth sweep well up to the town on every 
side, except where cleared away for our own tire or on the different 
lines of approach. Generally the line of defense, including the princi¬ 
pal portion of the city within its limits, is A-shaped, the fianks resting 
on the beach east and west and a redoubt at the apex to the north, 
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which in conjunction with gunboats lying off the prolongation of the 
lines afford ample security. 

On the east beach the mill has been surrounded with abatis, loop- 
holed, and otherwise arranged so as to be serviceable for and against 
musketry and field artillery. The swamp to the front and left has been 
diked and overflowed across the approaches leading in west of the 
swamp. A breast-height has been thrown, embrasured for one gun 
( 12 -pounder field howitzer), and flanked by rifle trenches. A line of 
abatis runs from this point to the cotton-press, the 8 -foot fence around 
which is loop-holed for a rifle trench and platformed for another tier of 
musketry. The brick wall forming part of the north side has been 
loop-holed and embrasured for one gun ( 12 -pounder howitzer), which 
bears up the line of railroad. Abatis connects this point with the 
rebel Ex-Senator Mallory^s house, now the headquarters of Colonel Wil¬ 
son, the fence around which is loop-holed and trenched, and a gun 
( 12 -pounder field howitzer) placed in position on the northeast corner, 
which flanks the abatis to the east, and also the line of the abatis 
running up to the redoubt. A stockade crosses the road leading into 
the town past Colonel Wilson’s headquarters. 

The redoubt is built on the site of the old Spanish fort San Miguel, 
an eminence which commands the town and vicinity; is a half bastion, 
with flanks and wings running back to meet the abatis on each side 5 
is furnished with two 30-pounder Parrott rifles, one 10 -pounder Parrott 
rifle, two 12 -pounder field howitzers, and two roomy magazines; is 
closed at the gorge and flanked by its own fire as well as that from 
positions occupied within the lines. Abatis runs from this point to 
the plateau on the west of the town, where another work has been 
thrown up, commanding the Mobile approaches, and consisting of a 
ditch and breast-height embrasured for four 12 -pounder field howit¬ 
zers. There is also at this point a battery of two mountain howitzers, 
to be used as required. From this point to the west beach the line 
consists of abatis, swamps, and rifle trenches, and is throughout its 
whole extent arranged for a close flank fire of musketry. 

The Fifteenth Maine Eegiment now holds the east oi' the town as far 
as the cotton-press, which is garrisoned by three companies of tlie Sixth 
Eegiment New York Volunteers. Colonel Wilson’s head<iuarlers are 
held by two companies of tlie Sixth; the Lyon house, just nortliward 
and within the lines, by one company of the Sixth. There is here a l)at 
tery of two mountain howitzers, to be used as reejuired. The llyer 
house, just in rear of the redoubt, is held by one company of the Sixth. 
Two companies of the Ninety-first New York are cam[)ed between this 
point and the redoubt, and one company of the Sixth garrisons the re¬ 
doubt. Four companies of the Niiiety-liist liold the work on the Mobile 
plateau, and four comiiauies of th(‘ same regiment are (piart(‘red on the 
lines by the bay in the southwest part of the town. My own eompany, 
mounted, with a battery of four Napoleon guns, occii])ies theeentm* of 
the town. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' LIENEY W. (3LOSSON. 

Captain^ Cliirf 0 / Artillcnj. 

[luduibtmt*nt ) 

Headqtjaetees Troops in West Florida, 

Pensacola^ September 15, 1802. 

Approved, and respectfully forwarded for theinformationof theGen- 
eral-in-Ohief of the Army. 
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When Major Tower, Engineer Corps, wa-s ordered hence to Washing¬ 
ton soon alter the military occupation of this city by the troops under 
my command, Captain Closson, chief of artillerj’ on my staff, was 
charged with the additional duties of acting chief engineer. Lieutenant 
Duer, Eirst Artillery, was detailed as his assistant. 

The credit for planning and constaicting (under my orders) of the 
admirable defenses around Pensacola is mainly due to those officers. I 
feel that I do but imperfect justice to Captain Closson when I com¬ 
pliment him for the ability displayed by him in his plans, arrangements, 
and construction of these lines of defense, and to Lieutenant JDuer for 
his zeal and intelligence in carrying out the orders of his chief. 

L. G. AEXOLD, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. DEPARTivtENT op the Gulf, 

Ij^o. 71. i N'eic Orleans^ Sejptetnher 13,1862. 

As in the course of ten days it may become necessary to distinguish 
the disloyal from the loyal citizens and honest neutral foreigners resid¬ 
ing in this department: 

It is ordered that each neutral foreigner resident in this department 
shall present himself, with the evidence of his nationality, to the nearest; 
provost-marshal for registration of himself and his family. 

This registration shall include the following particulars: 

The country of birth. 

The length of time the person has resided within the United States. 

The names of his family. 

The present place of residence, by street, number, or other descrip¬ 
tion. 

The occupation. 

The date of x)rotection or certificate of nationality, which shall be in¬ 
dorsed by the passport clerk ‘^registered,” with date of register. 

All false or simulated claims of foreign allegiance by native or natu¬ 
ralized citizens will be severely punished. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. G. STEOXG, 
Amafant Adjutant-Generah 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

yew Orleans^ La,. sSepteniber 14, 1^5(32 

Brig. Gen. M. C. Meeds, 

Quartermaster-General: 

GeneR-AX: It will be absolutely essential lur the operation ot this 
department this autumn and for the safety of the cit\, il v e are to be 
attacked through the lake, that we have two or three light-diaughr 
steamers fitted to go outside in the sea it necessary and safficieutl\ 
shallow to run up the bayous. Beside tlieir capaeit\ tor canning 
troops, they should cany some guns a,^ a protection, with canister, 
against the ambush of the guerrillas in the caiiebrake, and to protect 
landings. If you will cast} our eye upon the map ot the part oi Louis¬ 
iana west of the river, and so down to the coast, you will see the i)ei- 
fect net-work of bayous, lakes, rivers, and inlets which co%er that 
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country .and render eveiy part accessible by water; indeed in no other 
way. Kow, all these bayous have this remarkable condition in com¬ 
mon : At the mouth of each is a bar, leaving but 4 or 5 feet depth of 
water, while inside there will be 10 to 30 feet. To meet this state of 
facts (the Navy have no boat that draws less than 7 feet when loaded, 
so that they are useless for the service) I have taken two steamers 
(river), and am so altering and strengthening them as to fit them for 
the service desired. They will draw when loaded about 4 feet of water, 
and I shall come then with power enough to resist any guerrilla or 
[other] attack. The expense with new boilers for one will be in the 
neighborhood of $12,000. 

There is another difficulty under which we labor. These are high- 
pressure boats, which advertise their approach 3 miles, so that it is im¬ 
possible to capture anybody or to get any supplies that can be moved 
or got out of the way. I desire, therefore, a light-draught low-pressure 
boat that can burn hard coal. Such a one I find here m the Nassau, 
and if she is suitable in other respects I desire authority to purchase 
her. I shall take her until I get a return from this note, and endeavor 
to do so with privilege of buying her, deducting her use. The exigen¬ 
cies of public service, in my judgment, clearly call for the expenditure. 
She will cost in the neighborhood of $40,000; less perhaps. Any delay 
with the necessary alterations will embarrass it much. 

An early reply is requested. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHiNG-TOisr, D. 0., Sq>temher 14,1862. 
Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, New Orleans : 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your re¬ 
port of the 1st instant. 

The rumor in regard to your removal from the command is a mere 
newspaper story, without foundation. Probably some one who wished 
the changes proposed made the publication as a feeler of public seuti- 
ment. 

The matter of feeding the negroes on your hands is one of serious 
importance, and, if possible, some measures should be taken to make 
them earn their own living. The law of humanity forbids us from 
permitting them to starve, but if we adopt the principle of feeding all 
who come within our lines the only alternative may be starvation to 
ourselves. I leave the matter, however, entirely to your discretion, 
hoping that you will economize the exi^eiiscs as much as possible. In 
regard to guerrilla bands and maraudei-s, the act of the last Congress 
has completely tied the hands of our officers; they can now do notli 
ing to abate this terrible evil. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

No. 73. j New Orleans, Sejgtemler 18, 18G2. 

I. All transfers of property or rights of property, real, mixed, per¬ 
sonal, or incorporeal, except, necessary food, medicine, and clothing, 
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either by way of sale, gift, pledge, payment, lease, or loan, by an inhab¬ 
itant of this department who has not returned to his or her allegiance 
to the United States (having once been a citizen thereof), are forbidden 
and void, and the person transferring and the person receiving shall be 
punished by fine or imprisonment or both. 

II. All registers of the transfer of certificates of stock or shares in 
any incorporated or joint stock company or association in which any 
inhabitant of this department who has not returned to his or her alle¬ 
giance to the United States (having once been a citizen thereof) has any 
interest are forbidden, and the clerk or other officer making or record¬ 
ing the transfer will be held equally guilty with the transferer. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. 0. STEONG, 
Assistant Adjutant'General. 


Headquarters Depart:ment of the Guef, 

New Orleans^ La.^ Sej^temher 19,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War : 

Sir : I have the honor to forward the inclosed report to the State 
Department* for information, as an exposition of some of the difficulties 
with which I have to contend here. 

The city is in a very excited condition and sufficiently uneasy, but I 
think 1 shall have no trouble. As the day on which the confiscation 
act goes into operation approaches the uneasiness and disquiet are more 
apparent, but all will be held firmly and calmly. 

I believe all danger of outward attack has for the present disap¬ 
peared, and as soon as the weather is less oppressive I propose to take 
the offensive. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BEXJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


General Orders, 
Xo. 74 


) Hdqrs. Depart:\ient of the Gulf, 

I New Orleans^ September 19, 1862. 

I. It having been made to appear to the commanding general that 
upon marches and expeditions soldiers of the United states Army 
have entered houses and taken therefrom private property and appro¬ 


priated the same to their own ll^e: i ia- 

It is therefore ordered that a copy of General Orders, No. 10<, cur¬ 
rent series, from the War Dei>artmeiit he dUtributed to ever^ com¬ 
missioned officer of this command, and that the '^ame be lead, together 
with this order, to each company in this departmeiii three several times 
at different company roll calls. . 

II. It is further ordered that all complaints that private property has 
been taken from peaceable citizens in contravention ot said General 
Orders, Xo. 107, be submitted to a board of survey, and that the amount 
of damage determined shall be deducted from the pay of the officers 


•Report is upon tlie case oi C. M. bviij-.-U Fogo and ettects of Reverdy Johnson^s 
mission, and will appear in Series 111, \ ui. 11. 
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commanding the troops committing the outrage in proportion to their 
rank. 

By command of Major-General Butler; 

GEO. 0. STEONG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Abstract from Return of the Department of New Mexico, Brig. Gen. J. JS. Carlcton com¬ 
manding, for the month of September, 1862 (headquarters Santa F6, N. Mex.). 



Present for 
duty. 

1 

s 

P.I 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

'do 

i-p 

1^1 

Command. 

Officers. 

Men. 

ft 

o 

S 

s 

iii 

ill 

Headquarters Department of New Mexico; Brig. G-en. J. H. 
Carleton. 

FortMarcy, Lieut Col. T. H. Dodd, 2d Colorado Volunteers: 
Companies A and B, 2d Colorado Volunteers, and R and K, 
Ist New Mexico Volunteers). _ . 

11 


11 

12 

8 

7 

184 

260 

283 

410 

Fort Garland, Colo., Maj. A. H. Mayer,1st New Mexico Vol¬ 
unteers: Company C, 3d Cavalry; D and M, Ist New Mex¬ 
ico Volunteers; and K, 1st, and H, 2d Colorado Volun- 

10 

327 

.^80 

425 

146 

Fort Union, N. Mex., Capt P. W. L. Plympton, 7th U. S. In¬ 
fant^: Companies C, F, and H, 7th Iniautry, B and F, 1st, 
and C, 2d Cowi*ado Volunteers. _ . 

8 

188 

306 

457 

416 

Fort Union Depot, Capt W. B. Shoemaher, M. S. X.: Ordnance 

1 

17 

18 

18 

16 

* 

Peralta, N. Mex., Cant H. B. Biistol, 5thU, S.Infantry. Com¬ 
panies D, E, F, and G, 5th U. S Infantry. 

8 

306 

2.53 

297 

54 

Cuhero, N. Mex., Capt, J. C. Shaw, Ist New Mexico Volun¬ 
teers:” T 1st New Mexico Volunteers. 

2 

71 

89 

91 

* 91 

Los Lun ’ Col. C. Carson, 1st New Mexico Vol¬ 

unteers : Companies A and G, 1st New Mexico Volunteers 
Polvadera, N. ^^x., Maj. Arthur Morrison, Ist New Mexico 
Volunteers: Companies Band I, IstN. Mexico Volunteers. 

7 

94 

124 

147 

147 

5 

138 

17 L 

172 

372 

Gallisteo, N. Mex., Capt J. D. Sena, Ist New Mexico Volun¬ 
teers: Company C, 1st New Mexico Volunteois. 

Fort Craig, N. Mex , Capt. Samuel Archer, 5th U. S In¬ 
fantry : Companies A, B, I, and K, 5th U. S. Infantry. 

2 

52 

71 

80 

80 

f> 

- 180 

222 

273 

146 

JSii route for Arizona, Capt. J Updegraft*, 5th U. S Infantry 
Five companies of the 5th Infantry and Company F, 2d Colo¬ 
rado Volunteers, mounted 

Camp near Fort Craig. Ma.j E. W 1. ■ ■ " ' C- lorado 

Volunteers* Four companies Ist' • '■ «■ 




’I 

268 

3‘{r) 

Camp AVingate, N. Mex , Capt n li. Seldon, 5th U. S. In- 
fiintry: Companies D and G, Ist Cavali-y, U S Aimy. 

1 

78 

93 

98 

482 

Total. 

64 

1,501 

1,908 

2, 353 

2, 771 

Aggregate of the “ Column from Calitomia ” borm on the re¬ 
turns of the Department of the Pucilic, but seiving within 
the Department of New Mexico. 

50 

~1,2^ 

i.r.Ki 

_ 1 

^1,725 



By authority of instructions from Headquarters of IhoAiiiiy, dated .Time l!:i and Aiimist ir*, 18(il, 
the companies of the Tenth Infantry, the First, Second, and Third Cavalry, w(‘n^ oidcMed to i< i)oi t to 
I’ ' ' ', " " Fort Leavenworth, Kans,, imrsnant to Di*])art'nionL S (), Ho. 1(18, Scptoni- 

I ■ - ■ ■ ■ 1 of this ord« I ' ■ *1 . ■’ ’ two eoiu])aiHO.s, 1) and 0, First, and Company 

C, ThirdU. S. Cavalry remained on ■ . ■ ‘partnient 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. Department of New Mexico, 

i^o. 85. ) Santa Fe^ N. Mex., September 21, 1862. 

In entering upon the duties that remove him from immediate asso¬ 
ciation with the troops coustitutiug the Coluinu from (Jiilifornia the 
commanding general desires to express his grateiul acknowledgment 
of tlie conduct and services of the officers and men of that command. 
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Traversing a desert country, tliat has heretofore been regarded as im¬ 
practicable for the operations of large bodies of troops, they have 
reached their destination and accomplished the object assigned them, 
not only without loss of any kind, but improved in discipline, in morale^ 
and in every other element of efdciency. That patient and cheerful 
endurance of hardships, the zeal and alacrity with which they have 
grappled with and overcome obstacles that would have been insur¬ 
mountable to any but troops of the highest physical and moral energy, 
the complete abnegation of self, and subordination of every personal 
consideration to the grand object of our hopes and efforts, give the 
most absolute assurance of success in any field or against any enemy. 

California has reason to be proud of the sons she has sent across the 
continent to assist in the great struggle in which our country is now- 
engaged. 

The commanding general is requested by the officer who preceded 
him in the command of this department to express for him the gratifi¬ 
cation felt by every officer and soldier of his command at the fact that 
troops from the Atlantic and Pacific slope—^from the mountains of Cal¬ 
ifornia and Colorado, acting in the same cause, impelled by the same 
duties, and animated by the same hopes—^have met and shaken hands 
in the center of this great continent. 

JAJVIES H. 0AELET02S, 

Brigadier-General^ JI. 8. Army^ Commanding Department, 


[September 23,1862.—For Butler to acting Prussian consul in ref¬ 
erence to the ship Essex, see Series III, Yol. II.] 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

No. 70. ) Orleans, September 24, 1862. 

All persons, male or female, within this department, of the age of 
eighteen years or upward, who have ever been citizens of the United 
States and have not renewed their allegiance before this date to the 
United States, or who now hold or pretend any allegiance or sympathy 
with the so-called Confederate States, are ordered to report themselves, 
on or before the 1st day of October next, to the nearest provost-mar¬ 
shal, with a descriptive list of all their property and rights of property, 
both real, personal, and mixed, made out and signed by themsel\ es 
respectively, with the same particularity as ibr taxation. They shall 
also report their place of residence by number, streer, or other proper 
description, and their occupation, which registry shall be signed by 
themselves, and each shall receive a certificate^ from the marshal of 
registration as claiming to be an enemy of the United State.'^. 

Any persons of those described in this order neglecting so to legistei 
themselves shall be subject to fine or imprisonment at hard labor or 
both, and all his or her property (*oufiscated b\ order as i>anishment 
for such neglect. 

On the 1st day of October next every householder shall return to the 
provost-marshal nearest him a list ot each inmate ot his or her house 
of the age of eighteen years and upward, which list shall contain the 
following particulars: The name, sex, age, and occupation of each in¬ 
mate; whether a registered alien, one Avbo Las taken the oath ot alle¬ 
giance to the United Stales, a registeivd enemy of the United States, or 
one who has neglected to register himsell* or herselt either an alien, a 
loyal citizen, or a registered enemy. All householders iiegle(*tiiig to 
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make such returns or making a false return shall be punished by fine 
or imprisonment with hard labor or both. 

Each policeman will within his beat be held responsible that every 
householder failing to make such return within three days from the 
1st of October is reported to the provost-marshal, and five dollars for 
such neglect for every day in which it is not reported will be deducted 
from such policeman’s pay and he shall be dismissed ,* and a like sum 
for conviction of any householder not making his or her return shall 
be paid to the policeman reporting such householder. 

Every person who shall in good faith renew his or her allegiance to 
the United States previous to the 1st day of October next and shall 
remain truly loyal will be recommended to the President for pardon 
for his or her previous offenses. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. 0. STEONG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Department of New Mexico, 
Sayita N, Mex,^ September 30, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant-General U, 8. Army^ Washington^ D, G,: 

General: I have the honor to inform you that I relieved General 
Oanby in the command of this department ou the 18th instant and he 
left this city for Washington, D. 0., four days afterward. I find that 
during the raid which was made into this Territory by some armed men 
from Texas, under Brigadier-General Sibley, of the Army of the so-called 
Confederate States, the Indians, aware that the attention of our troops 
could not for the time be turned toward them, commenced robbing the 
inhabitants of their stock and killed in various places a great number 
of people. The Navajoes, on the western side, and the Mescalero Apa¬ 
ches, on the eastern side of the settlements, both committing those out¬ 
rages at the same time and during the last year that has passed, have 
left the people greatly impoverished. Many farms and settlements near 
Fort Stanton have been entirely abandoned. To punish and control 
the Mescaleros I have ordered Fort Stanton to bo reoccupied. That 
post is in the heart of their country, and hitherto, wh(‘n troops occupied 
it, those Indians were at peace. 1 have sent Col. (Jhristopher Carson 
(Kit Carson), with five companies of his regiment of New Mexican Vol¬ 
unteers, to Fort Stanton. One of these comi)auies on foot will hold the 
post and guard the stores, while four companies mounted, under Carson, 
will operate against the Indians until they have been punished for their 
recent aggressions. 

The lieutenant-colonel, with four companies of the same r(‘giment, 
will move into the Navajo country, and establisli and garrison a ])ost 
on the Galto, which was selected by General Canby; it is called Fort 
Wingate. I shall endeavor to have this force, assisted by some militia 
which have been called out by the Governor of the Territory, perform 
such service among the Navajoes as will bring them to feel that they 
have been doing wrong. The small posts at Gallisteo, Los Lunas, Pol- 
vadero, and Cubero have been broken up, and their garrisons go to 
make up those of Fort Stanton and Fort Wingate. 

Light Company A, Third U. S. Artillery, with its small battery of 
two howitzers and two C-pounder guns, will, together with two com¬ 
panies of Fifth U. S. Infantry, be at Albuquerque. Six other com¬ 
panies of the Fifth will be at Peralta, 20 miles below Albuquerque. 
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These troops will be considered as in a central position, to be moved 
in any direction which the exigencies of the ser\dce may require. 

The great mass of subsistence stores which are now in this Territory 
are at Fort Oraig and Fort Union. These two points will claim all our 
efforts in their defense should the Territory be again invaded. I have 
ordered a company of cavalry 100 miles down the Canadian Eiver, to 
remain there for the winter as an outpost, to watch the Fort Smith 
road, which comes up that river. Colonel Carson will be directed to 
keep one of his companies at the junction of Bonito and Pecos Eivers, to 
guard us against being surprised by a force coming up the Pecos from 
Fort Lancaster. I shall cause the route by the Waco Tanks to.be 
watched from an advanced point, as well as that coming into ithe 
country by Fort Quitman. This done, I shall adopt such interior 
arrangements for safety and defense as my means may justify, and 
await the turn of events. 

UntiJ I have authority from the War Department I cannot incorpo¬ 
rate the troops and material brought from the Department of the Pacific 
into the force and material of this department. (See General Orders, 
ISTo. 29, series 1862.) I beg to be instructed in this matter at an early 
date, as the records and returns of the two forces cause much labor 
and no little embarrassment. 

I respectfully request that the Fifth Eegiment Infantry California 
Volunteers may be ordered into Arizona and on to the Eio Grande. I 
have two companies here now, and probably by this time three at 
Apache Pass and at Tucson. The other five are at Fort Yuma, where 
a garrison of three companies is enough (there are quarters there for 
three companies), which three companies could be furnished from the 
Fourth Infantry California Volunteers now at Los Angeles. With the 
whole of the Fifth Infantry California Volunteers dn this department 
the service would in my opinion be greatly benefited. These troops 
can use the transportation now employed to haul supplies from Fort 
Yuma to Tucson, and not cost the Government an additional dollar to 
be placed on the Eio Grande. The supplies here are abundant. It is 
rumored that another demonstration will be made against this country 
from Texas. In this event the troops from California asked for by 
General Canby in his telegraphic dispatch of the date of August 10 
would be greatly needed. Whatever the War Department might see 
lit to order in the matter should be done at once. 

1 earnestly beg that all the officers who belong to the companies of 
the Filth and Seventh Infantry and First Cavalry and Third Artillery, 
now serving here, both field and staff*, may be ordered at once to join 
those companies, and I desire to have an engineer officer and a topo¬ 
graphical engineer officer assigned to duty in this department. Their 
services are greatly needed now, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. CAELETON, 
Brigadier-General, Commayiding. 


On Board op the Transport Pinta, 

Fort of New Orleayxs, SejoteniVer 30, 1862. 

Dr. Charles McCormick, 

Medical Director, Present: 

Dear SIR : Having been requested in your behalf to state how Her 
Catholic Majesty’s transport Pinta, under my command, has been treated 

37 R R-—VOL XV 
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at the quarantine station, I have much pleasure in declaring that I ^ 
have no cause to complain of the manner in which that service has 
been performed, finding the same to be in accordance with what is 
practiced for like purposes in other countries; and, further, I should add 
that myself and ofiQ.cers have been treated by those on duty at the 
quarantine ground with all courtesy and beseemingness, all of which 
I will have great satisfaction to communicate to my Government. My 
oidy complaint consists in having been ordered to observe a quarantine 
of thirty days, since, according to sections 3 and 6 of the act supple¬ 
mentary to an act on quarantine of the State of Louisiana, approved 
on the 15th March, 1855, handed to me on arrival, I apprehended that 
the Pinta should have been permitted to pass without detention, or at 
all events with a much more limited one, on account of her having had 
more than ten days’ passage from Havana, of her having come in 
ballast, and of her being free of any sickness on board. 

I am, dear sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

JOAQUIN DEL EAYO, 

Commandant 


[OOTOBEE 1, 1862.—For Butler to Secretary of War in reference 
to correspondence between the Spanish legation and Department of 
State, transmitted September 10 and 18, see Series III, Yol. II.] 


Headqtjaetebs Depaetment op New Mexico, 

Santa FS, N, Mex.^ October 10,1862. 

Brig. Gen. Loeenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant Oeneraly U. S. Army^ Washington^ D, G.: 

Geneeal : I have to inform you that when the Texan troops aban¬ 
doned New Mexico in July last they were in great disarray and sorely 
pressed for food as well as transportation. They knew the advance 
guard of the Column from California had arrived upon the Eio Grande 
and believed it to be in hot pursuit. Under these circumstances they 
found a purchaser for their battery of artillery among the people in 
Mexico. The guns were taken across the Eio Grande, and, as I learn, 
moved to Chihuahua. The person who bought them is the father-in- 
law of one Simeon Hart, a man who did more than any other to bring 
Sibley’s force into this country, who did more than almost all others to 
keep it supplied while here, and who, when it fied, went with it to Texas. 
The guns would have fallen into our hands but for this act of Hart’s 
father-in-law. It was no doubt committed at the instigation of Hart 
and with HkU't’s money, and should the Texans return there is not a 
doubt but these guns would be resold to them, recross the Eio Grande, 
and be used against us. 

As the purchasing of these guns by a friendly power, or rather by a 
citizen of a friendly power, the passing of them as other proi^erty through 
the custom-house at Paso, was in my opinion a grave wrong to the United 
States, I have written the inclosed letter to the Governor of Chihuahua 
on the subject. I submit if the Mexieims should not be obliged to give 
up those guns now, before by a possibility they can be used against us.. 
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. OAELETON, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 
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Headquarters Depajitment op IN'ett Mexico, 

Santa FL N. Mex,. October 12,1862. 

Col. Christopher Carson, 

Firfit New Mexico FoZs., en route to Fort Stanton, N. Mex.: 

Colonel: Inclosed you will find a confidential communication to 
Colonel West, commanding the District of Arizona; it is dated the 
lith instant, and directs him to send two expeditions against the Mes* 
calero Indians, starting them on the 15th of next month. I desire you 
to send one of your mounted companies down to the junction of the 
Rio Hondo with the Pecos, to act as an outpost to this country, to 
keep scouts well down the river toward Delaware Creek, to see that no 
force advances up the Pecos from the direction of Fort Lancaster, in 
Texas, without your having timely notice of the fact, so that you can 
send me word. 

As your scouts from this company come near the mouth of the Pe* 
nasco they will doubtless find plenty of Mescaleros. It was near that 
point where Captain fH. W.] Stanton was killed by them. In this case 
you could, if you thought it advisable, move the company down to the 
mouth of the Penasco, to produce an impression upon the Indians; at 
the same time [guard] the approaches to New Mexico by the way of the 
Pecos; but under no circumstances will it leave the valley of the river 
unwatcbed. The other three companies you can divide as you please, 
but with these you will make war upon the Mescaleros and upon all other 
Indians you may find in the Mescalero country, until further orders. 
All Indian men of that tribe are to be killed whenever and wherever 
you can find them; the women and children will not be harmed, but 
you will take them prisoners and feed them at Fort Stanton until you 
receive other instructions about them. If the Indians send in a iiag 
and desire to treat for peace say to the bearer that when the people of 
New Mexico were attacked by the Texans the Mescaleros broke their 
treaty of peace and murdered innocent people and run ofi* their stock; 
that now our hands are untied and you have been sent to punish them 
for their treachery and their crimes; that you have no power to make 
peace; that you are theie to kill them whenever you find them; that 
if they beg for peace their chiefs and 20 of their principal men must 
come to Santa Fe to have a talk here; but tell them fairly and frankly 
that you will keep after their people and slay them until you receive 
orders to desist from these headquarters; that this making of treaties 
for them to break whenever they have an interest in breaking them will 
not be done any more; that that time has passed by; that we have no 
faith in their promises; that we believe if we kill some of their men in 
fair open war they will be apt to remember that it will be better for 
them to remain at peace than to be at war. I trust that this severity, 
in the long run, will be the most humane course that could be pursued 
toward these Indians. , 

You observe that there is a large force helping you. I do not wish 
to tie your hands by instructions. The whole duty can be summed up 
in a few words: The Indians are to be soundly whipped, without parleys 
or councils except as above. Be careful not to mistake the troops 
from below for Texans. If a force of rebels come you know how to 
annoy it—how to stir up their camps and stock by night; how to lay 
waste the prairies by fire; how to make tiie country very warm for 
them and the road a difficult one. Do this, and keep me advised of all 
you do. 

I am, colonel, respectfully, your friend, 

JAMES H. CARLETOX, 
JSriaarlipr-General. Gnmwan^i'nn 
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[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters Department op New Mexico, 

Sa?ite FS, JSF, Mex.^ October 11, 1862, 

Col. Joseph E. West, 

Commanding the District of Arizona^ Mesilla:' 

Colonel: I have ordered Colonel Carson, with five companies of his 
regiment, to reoccupy Fort Stanton. These troops are already en route 
to that point. They will immediately commence hostile operations 
against the Mescalero and Navajo Indians who may be in that vicinity 
and southward of it. 

You will order the following .troops into the Mescalero country to co¬ 
operate with Colonel Carson, yet to b6 independent of him. Captain 
McCleave you will place in command of one expedition, to be composed of 
his own and one company of your regiment. He will start with this force, 
increased by 20 good Mexican spies and guides, which you are authorized 
to employ at reasonable rates, on the 15th of next month and to be 
absent until the 31st day of December, 1862. He will proceed by the 
way of Dog Canon and operate to the eastward and southward of that 
noted haunt of the Mescaleros. You will order Captain Eoberts, of 
your regiment, to command another expedition against these Indians. 
His force will be composed of all the efiective men of his own company; 
all the effective men of Captain Pishon^s company now in the valley of 
the Eio Grande north of Fort Quitman, and 20 first-rate Pueblo Indians 
or Mexicans, whom you are authorized to emifioy at Isleta, Socorro, and 
San Elizario. This last 20 I would suggest you employ Don Gregorio 
Garcia, of San Elizario, to command. He has often been on expeditions 
against the Mescaleros and had good luck; he knows the country well. 
Captain Eoberts will start from Franklin, Tex., on the 15th of Novem¬ 
ber next and be absent until December 31, 1862. He will proceed by 
the Waco Tanks, and thence northeastwardly to such points as will be 
most likely to be occupied by A])acbes. Assistant Surgeon Kittredge 
will accompany Captain McCleave; Assistant Surgeon JMcKee will ac¬ 
company Cai^tain Eoberts. There is to be no (*ouncil held with the In¬ 
dians nor any talks. The men are to be slain whenever and wherever 
they can be found. The women and children may be taken as prisoners, 
but of course they are not to be killed. From Dog Canon and from the 
Waco Tanks subsistence storesand ammunition, «S:ic., will dontless have 
to be ti'ansported on jiack mules. I have ordered 75 paek-saddh^s to be 
sent down from Fort lJuion for the use of the two expeditions. 1 would 
suggest a depot being formed by each exiieditiou wull out into the M esca- 
lero country, farther out than Dog Canon or Waco Tanks if ])racti<*able— 
a depot that may be reached by wagons, and tbeiice oi)erate with pack 
mules, leaving a few men in depot to guard the supi)lies not immediately 
required. I send a copy of this letter to Colonel Carson that he may 
know when you are to act and where your forces are to operate, and he 
will shape his plans accordingly. Much is exjiected of the California 
troops. I trust that these three demonstrations will give those Indians 
a wholesome lesson. They have robbed and murdered the peojde with 
impunity too long already. 

If the movements are kept from being made public, so the Indians, 
through the Mexicans, may not know of your plans until the troops take 
the field, it wdll be better so. If the Indians want to negotiate, Carson 
will send the chief under a flag to ISantja Fe for tliat purpose. 

While Captain Eoberts’ company is in the field you will station Cap- 
cain Willis with a portion of his company at Franklin and leave another 
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portion under Lieutenant mitteinore to guard Hart’s :Mill. Botli :Mc- 
Oleave and Hoberts 'will be instructed to keep a journal of every day's 
roarcli and work, of the estimated courses and distances traveled.of the 
kind of country passed over, of the water-courses, springs, grass, &o. 
which they find. These journals will be forwarded to department* head¬ 
quarters as soon as the campaign is over and copies of them to Wash¬ 
ington. 

The several commands will be entirely independent of each other un¬ 
less they happen to join to do duty together,” and the commanding 
officers will have full powers to sub-divide their forces when once they 
have got into the Indian country in such manner as in their judgment 
will be the best, having in view the punishment of-the Indians. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. GAELETOX, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


[October 12, 13, and 1862.—For Butler to Stanton in reference 

to complaints of the Spanish, Prussian, and French legations, see Series 
III,Yol. II.] ’ 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

iJ^'o. 82. f Xew Orleans, October 17,1862. 

All persons holding powers of attorney or letters of authorization 
from, or who are merely acting for, or tenants of, or intrusted with, any 
moneys, goods, wares, property, or merchandise, real, personal, or mixed, 
of any person now in the service of the so-called Confederate States, or 
any person not known by such agent, tenant, or trustee to be a loyal 
citizen of the United States, or a bona fide neutral subject of a foreign 
government, will retain in their own hand, until further orders, all such 
moneys, goods, wares, merchandise, and property, and make an accu¬ 
rate return of the same to David O. G. Field, esq", the financial clerk of 
this department, upon oaih, on or before the 1st day of Xovember next. 
Every such agent, tenant, or trustee failing to make tiue return, or shall 
pay over or deliver,any such moneys, goods, wares, merchandise, and 
property to or for the use, directly or indirectly, of any person not 
known by him to be a loyal citizen of the United States, without an 
order from these headquarters, will be held personally responsible for 
the amount so neglected to be returned, paid over, or delivered. All 
rents due or to become due by tenants of property belonging to persons 
not known to be loyal citizens of the United Stares will be paid as 
they become due to D. G. G. Field, esq., financial clerk of tlie depart¬ 
ment. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. C. STRONG. 

Assistant Adjutant-Generul. 


Executive order establishhig a ‘provisional court in Lonhiana, 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington City, D. 0., Octohtr 20, 1862. 
The insurrection which has for some time prevailed in several of the 
States of this Union, including Louisiana, having temporarily subverted 


Transmitted to Department of State by Secretary of War November 3,186*2. 
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and swept away the civil institutions of that State, including the judi¬ 
ciary and the judicial authorities of the Union, so that it has become 
necessary to hold the State in military occupation, and it being indis¬ 
pensably necessary that there shall be some judicial tribunal existing 
there capable of administering justice, I have therefore thought it 
proper to appoint, and I do hereby constitute, a provisional court, which 
shall be a court of record, for the State of Louisiana, and I do hereby 
appoint Charles A. Peabody, of New York, to be a provisional judge to 
hold said court, with authority to hear, try, and determine all causes, 
civil and criminal, including causes in law, equity, revenue, and ad¬ 
miralty, and particularly all such powers and jurisdiction as belong to 
the district and circuit courts of the United States, conforming his pro¬ 
ceedings so far as possible to the course of proceedings and practice 
which has been customary in the courts of the United States and Lou¬ 
isiana, his judgment to be final and conclusive^ And I do hereby 
authorize and empower the said judge to make and establish such rules 
and regulations as may be necessary for the exercise of his jurisdiction, 
and empower the said judge to appoint a prosecuting attorney, marshal, 
and clerk of the said court, who shall perform the functions of attorney, 
marshal, and clerk according to such proceedings and practice as be¬ 
fore-mentioned and such rules and regulations as may be made and es¬ 
tablished by said judge. These appointments are to continue during 
the pleasure of the President, not extending beyond the military occu¬ 
pation of the city of New Orleans or the restoration of the civil author¬ 
ity in that city and in the State of Louisiana. These ofiiccrs shall be 
paid out of the contingent fund of the War Department compensation 
as follows: The judge, at the rate of $3,500 per annum } the prosecuting 
attorney, including the fees, at the rate of $3,000 per annum 5 the mar¬ 
shal, including the fees, at the rate of $3,000 per annum, and the clerk, 
including the fees, at the rate of $2,500 per annum; siujh compensa¬ 
tions to be certified by the Secretary of War. A copy of this order, cer¬ 
tified by the Secretary of War and delivered to such judge, shall be 
deemed and held to be a sufficient commission. • 

ABLAUAM LINCOLN, 
President 0/ the United /States. 


Healquauters Department oP tjie (lxJLr\ 

Nar Orleans, October 

Hou. Salmon V. Chase, 

Secretary of the Treasury : 

Sir: 1 have taken llie liberty to addn^ss you (li]‘(‘eti> upon this mat¬ 
ter, which seems to be more appro])riatc to tlie Ti<*aMii.\ lliaii to iIk* 
War Department, As you are aware, irom tli(‘ tiiiu* tlm( I cjiiik* 

1 have endeavored in every possible way to oi>eTi tra(h‘ in eot Ion tlnoiigli 
the rebel lines. I have supposed that this was consonant with 1 li(‘ wish 
of the Government. 

Owing to the peculiar action of the Confederate anthoritit's I liave 
not been able as yet much to succeed. The ditliciilty lias Iieen, as 1 
believe, not so much with the Contederate aiitlioriti<‘s as in the iieeuliar 
relation they find themselves with their peo])le. They instructed and 
advised their people to burn their cotton, an<l those who did do so will 
not now permit theittmore prudent neighbors to ship Unit wliicli had not 
been destroyed at an enormous profit. These difficulties are gradually 
being smoothed over. I think now that the trade can be opened, but 
am in doubt as to the interpretation of your Treasury circular. 

As early as the 29th of July 1 forwarded a communication to the 
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< 5 ommandirig officer at Mobile, a copy of which is inclosed. That com¬ 
munication has since been forwarded to Eichinond, 5nd formally sanc¬ 
tioned by the appointment of commissioners by the Confederate Gov¬ 
ernment. Shall I get out the cotton upon the basis proposed? Of 
course I shall let all cotton come out under the arrangement which may 
offer before I may hear from the Government. 

I desire therefore a reply by return mail. While this letter is being 
copied I have received from Admiral Farragut the inclosed instruction 
of the Secretary of the ISTavy. Whether these have been had upon full 
consideration of the subject set forth above I do not know. If literally 
carried out they would starve the neighboring country and would 
greatly embarrass us here for supplies of lumber, wood, naval stores, 
and fresh provisions. We have to get these through the rivers and 
over the lakes in exchange for provisions. I do not mean to make this 
a matter of favoritism; under favor, that this is not the way the war is 
carried on here. I desire but to carry out the pohcy, as I supposed, of 
the Government, and I administer to the necessities. I have no per¬ 
sonal wish on the subject. It becomes therefore of the utmost impor¬ 
tance to know exactly what the Government desires, and I need not 
assure you that I shall govern myself with strictness by its direction. 

Acting under this same policy I allowed the West Florida to go out 
to Sabine Pass, having cleared for Matamoras with a cargo not con¬ 
traband of war, for the purpose of bringing cotton from Texas. She 
belonged to a loyal citizen, and in order that there might be no mistake 
I gave the permit, a copy of which is inclosed. The West Florida has 
been detained and sent to Pensacola. You will remember that I pub¬ 
lished a correspondence with the Hon. Eeverdy Johnson upon this sub¬ 
ject of cotton, and I learned that I had been approved by the State 
Department through a letter to General Shepley, mihtary governor. 
May I ask your intervention to have the Florida released, whatever 
may be the decision of the Government as to her proceeding on her 
voyage?* 

You will see that by the form of the letter it was to go to the admiral 
for the purpose of preventing all misunderstanding. It is impossible 
to overrate the importance of this question of obtaining a supply of 
cotton to tlie N'orthern manufacturer, to say nothing of the effect upon 
European powers. 

It is inlinitely of more iniportaucc to get the cotton even for our sails 
and tents than’wliether A or B loses or gains in the exchange of com¬ 
modities. Being purchased in this manner prevents the Jews from 
gathering up all the gold in the country to exchange it with the Con¬ 
federates for cotton. "The day of cotton-burning is past. 

I Imve the honor to be, most truly, yours, 

BEXJ. F. BUTLEE. 

Major-General, Cominanihng. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


aSA\Y DEPAET3IE^•T. 

SexHemher 21, 18G2. 

Eear-Admiral D. G. Fareag-et. 

Comdif. Wcitt Oulf Blockading Squadron, Pensacola; 

SiE: 

* ^ * w # 

Hereafter you will allow no vessel to import or export merchandise 


See Stanton to Butler, November 11, p. 591. 
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3 any port of the blockaded country. Kew Orleans is the only port 
pen for general traffic within the limits of the Western Griilf Blockad- 
ig Squadron. 

You will not regard what are called “permits” from any officer ex- 
3pt the Secretary of the Treasury, War, or ISTavy, as authorizing the 
igress or egress of any vessel in violation of the blockade. 

There must be no favoritism or license given to any one or more of 
ar countrymen to traffic within the blockaded region or to import or 
sport merchandise. That would be justly considered as evasive of the 
lockade and in bad faith. 

1^0 officer of the Army or hTavy is authorized to grant permits, and 
ou will seize all vessels engaged in illegal traffic. 

Such vessels as, under the authority of the War or Navy Department, 
lay be engaged to carry supplies to'the Army or Navy will take no 
5turn cargo. 

The blockade is intended to interdict all trade whatever with the 
>untry blockaded during its continuance and should be rigidly en- 
>rced. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the ifavy^ 

[Inclosnre Xo. 2.] 

• Headquautbes Depaetment of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ Sej^tember 24, 18&2. 

EFIOEES OF THE BLOOKAJDING* SqUADEON: 

The West Florida (schooner) has been loaded with her present cargo 
ud cleared for Matamoras for the purpose of bringing out cotton from 
exas. She proposes to make the Sabine Pas^exchange her cargo for 
Dtton, and then make a port in Cuba or New Orleans, as may be best. 
The owner, a loyal citizen, has property here to insure his good faith, 
'ou will therefore aid what I understand to be the policy of my Gov- 
rnment in getting cotton to foreign ports by passing this vessel. This 
ourse of trade should be secret of course to be successful. 

You will not therefore allow any information of this pass of this 
essel to be made public, but will report the matter, with a copy of this 
itter, to Admiral Farragut or your superior officer. 

Kespectfully, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquaetees Depaetment of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ October 20, 1802. 

Jrig. Gen. Neal Dow, 

Commanding at Pensacola: 

Gexeeal : I was very much surprised and grieved and the public 
ervice was considerably interfered with by your detention of the Saint 
fary’s. Indeed it would have been better for the service to have lost 
he Creole than to have suffered the delay. The steamer was sent to 
'ensacola for special service, with written orders, under my own hand, 
)r the utmost dispatch, and in such case the boat must never be in- 
irfered with. It has been informally reported to mo that your exi)e- 
ition was sent for furniture up the Blackwater. If that was neces- 
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sary for the comfortable occupation of your quarters of course I should 
not seriously object, but the fewer of such expeditious the better. 

I cannot permit the shipping of furniture or other articles North by 
any officer for his own use. Such taking of private property, whether 
belonging to rebels or others, comes under the order of the War De¬ 
partment, No. 107, a copy of which I send you, and is there denomi¬ 
nated ‘‘ plundering.” If, in your judgment, any property should be¬ 
long or does belong to the United States, and can be better disposed of 
North than here, and should be properly shipped and sold, you will 
take the same course that I did with the bells captured at New Or¬ 
leans—send it to the United States quartermaster at Boston or New 
York to be disposed of on account of the Government, but upon no 
consideration and undcrno pretense for the private account of any officer. 
I must of course submit such matters, with these instructions, to the 
discretion of an officer as high in command as yourself, not doubting 

that it will be properly used.* 

# * # # * # * 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[October 27 and 28,1862.—For Butler to Secretary of War in refer¬ 
ence to Avendano Brothers and the Spanish men-of-war, see Series III,. 
Yol. II.] 


Headquarters Department of the Gulp, 

Iteio Orleans, October 29,1862. 

Hon. E. M, Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose the reports of my medical director 
and the surgeon of the quarantine station in regard to the action of Mr. 
Pierce, consul at Matamoras, who, it would seem, needs some instruc¬ 
tion in the way of his duty. He gives clean bills of health when epi¬ 
demic is raging. ^ ^ ^ 

We have thus far succeeded, in the providence of God, by the most 
strenuous exertions, in keeping all pestilence away from the city, and 
the inclosed communications will give some idea of the difficulties under 
which we labor. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Ma)or-General, Commaiiding. 


[Inclobure ] 

Medical Director's Office, Hdqrs. Dept, of Gulf, 

I^eic Orleans, October 28, 18G2. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. A., 

Gonidg, Dejyartment of the Gulf: 

General : I herewith inclose to you the bill of health of the schooner 
Planet, from Matamoras, Mex., and a copy of a letter of Dr. J. A. G. 


Some matteis ol detail omitted. 
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Fisher, the quarantine physician at the station below Kew Orleans, 
dated October 20,1862, giving statements of some of the passengers of 
the schooner Planet. 

On the 16th September, 1862, the Mexican schooner Jicaltipec ar¬ 
rived from Matamoras, Mex., having a clean bill of health from the 
United States consul at that port. This schooner had on board G United 
■States soldiers, escaped prisoners from the rebels. On the 21st Sep¬ 
tember Dr. Fisher reported that Private G. Sparks, of the Eighth In¬ 
fantry, who came as a passenger on the Jicaltipec, was taken sick with 
yellow fever, and on the 27th September Dr. Fisher reports that this 
man had died the previous day (the 26th September), black vomit hav¬ 
ing set in, thus proving to be an unmistakable case of yellow fever. 
Still this vessel had a clean bill of health. 

, Again, on the 16th October, 1862, the schooner Planet arrived here 
from Matamoras, having inclosed clean bill of health from Mr. L. 
Pierce, jr., the United States consul at that port, although this vessel 
had 93 passengers on board from Texas, who stated to Dr. Fisher that 
yellow fever in an epidemic form existed at Brownsville, Tex., at the time 
of their departure. This has been the second case of a vessel arriving 
from Matamoras with a clean bill of health from Mr. L. Pierce, jr., the 
United States consul, while it is a well known fact that a severe epi¬ 
demic of yellow fever existed during the season along the whole coast 
of Texas and Mexico. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAELES McCOEMlCK, 
Medical Director Department of the Oulf 


[Sub-mclosures.] 

[Form No. 121.] 

BILL OF HEALTH, 

Consulate of the U. S. of A. at Matamoras, 

October 3, 1862. 

I, consul of the United States of America for the port of Matamoras, 
Mex., do hereby certify that the schooner called the Planet, of Nassau, 
N. P., of the registered burden of 70 tons, whereof J. Ohandlee is 
master, navigated by C men, and having on board 75 passengers, being 
in all 81 persons on board, cleared this day at this port for New 
Orleans. 

I hereby further certify that in this ])ort and vicinity and among the 
shipping thereof good healtli prevails, without any suspicion of plague, 
yellow fever, or any other contagious or pestihuilial dis(‘ases wliatexer 
in either an epidemic or sporadic form ; and that no such dis(*ase has 

existed either in the place or among the ship]>ing lor the ])ast- 

weeks or months. 

Given under my hand and seal of this consular ofli<*e the day and 
year above written. 

L. PIEEOE, Jn., 

United States Consul. 

This schooner arrived at quarantine October 16, 1862; ordered to 
observe a strict obedience to existing regulations until further orders. 

JNO. A. G. FISHEE, 
Resident Physician Quarantine Station. 
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Quarantine Station, Mississippi Eivee, 

Ocfoher 20, 1862. 

Dr. Charles McCormick, U. S. A., 

Medical Director Department of the Gulf New Orleans : 

Sir : Inclosed please receive bill of liealtb issued by the American 
consul at Matamoras, Mex., to the schooner Planet. 

In conversation with some of the Texas refugees, passengers on board 
schooner Planet, I learn that the yellow fever was declared as an epi¬ 
demic at Brownsville, Tex., yet this consul certifies to health in the 
port, among the shipping, and in the vicinity of Matamoras. 

My informant declares this to be so, having read the publication in 
the Brownsville paper a few days prior to their departure. 

The order from Major-General Butler in relation to sending the 
schooner and men back to the fort was complied with. I on Saturday 
went down and examined their condition; found some sick with remit¬ 
tent fever, gastric and bilious complication, and deemed it advisable 
to bring the schooner, crew, and passengers up again to the station and 
await the result of a few days. I have two bad cases now in hospital, 
and from appearances among.the others shall have more. 

Some 10 or 12 of these refugees are willing to enlist, but the remainder 
refuse, on the ground of having left their families behind in Texas, and 
are desirous of entering a column which is to be composed of and com¬ 
manded by Texans. They say that their pledge is given to join General 
Hamilton’s corps. 

Eespectfully, yours, &c., 

jm. A. G. FISHEE, 
Resident Physician Quarantine Station. 


Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

New 0rlea7is, October 30,1862. 

Brigadier-General Weitzel, 

Commanding Reserve Corps, Thibodeaux, La.: 

General: 1 have received your reports of the 28th and 29th instant, 
the last inclosing a list of killed and wounded.* I cannot speak too 
highly of the admirable conduct of your troops and your own brilliant 
success in the expedition. I have pushed forward the opening of the 
road as vigorously as possible. Colonel Stafibrd left Wednesday after¬ 
noon with timber sufficient, as he said, to repair the bridge at Bayou 
des Alleniands, and he assured me that he would be able to do it in 
two days or three at outside. I have directed Colonel Thomas, by the 
same messenger, to push forward the bulk of his regiment as fast as 
he can repair the track and to join you at Thibodeaux. 

Your requisition sliall be filled and forwarded at the eailie^t prac¬ 
ticable moment. ^ 

Buchanan was to have made his attack on Tuesday at Beiwick, 
wdth what success of course I cannot say as ^et. e vere delayed 
three days by a most terrible storm, which diws.ibh^d the Diana, but I 
ha\ e got her in working order, and she has gone aiouiid. 

I have ordered over the Second I^ative Guaids (colored), who will 
liold the road whil(‘ Stafibrd pushes on to Thibodeaux. 

I sympathize with you iu the matter ot the negroes. By the act of 


See reports, p lOT. 
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Congress they are clearly free; still you must not encumber yourself 
mth them. Make them stop at Thibodeaux, from whence, when we get 
cars running, we can transport them to Algiers, if necessary. If they 
pillage of course we cannot help it. It is one of the necessary evils 
following this system of labor and the rebellion as far as I can see. 

Everything is quiet here. We have had no arrivals from the lljirorth. 
Through secesh channels we learn that Bragg has evacuated Kentucky. 

The elections in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Indiana have been in favor 
of the Democracy, so secesh reports, but with this we have nothing to 
do, as I suppose it will not affect the prosecution of the war. 

Push on to Brashear City as soon as possible, to be able to act in 
conjunction with Buchanan. 

I have a dispatch from Colonel Holcomb at Donaldsonville j he re¬ 
ports everything quiet there. The Essex has gone up there. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEKJ. F. BUTLEB, 
Major-General^ Commandingy 
By WM. L. G. GEEEN, 

Lieutenant and Aide-de-Gamp. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Wew Orleans^ October 30,1862, 
Consul of the United States at Matamoras; 


Sir : I am intending within ihe next thirty days to send a boat to 
Matamoras to take off such Union Texan refugees as would like to 
enlist in a Texas regiment which I am organizing here, and hope shortly 
to send them to Galveston. Will you therefore notify all loyal Texans 
within your power to come into Matamoras for this purpose. 

Please inform me by earliest return conveyance how many of such 
persons there will probably be sent forward. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

BEKJ. F. BUTLEE. 


[Koyember 1, 1862. —For Butler to Stanton, transmitting conv- 
spondeuce with French consul concerning blankets claimed by UaiTicrc 
Brothers and seized ])y the United States, see Series III, Vol. II.] 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

liTo. 88. f New Orleans^ Norcmhcr 1, 1802. 

I. No person will be arrested as a slave by any policeman or other 
person and put in conhnement for safekeeping unless the person arrest¬ 
ing knows that such person is owned by a loyal citizen of the United 
States. 

II. The inspector and superintendent of prisons is authorized to dis¬ 
charge from confinement all slaves not known to be slaves of lo^al 
owners. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. C. STEONG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Washinoton, D. 0., November 3,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butlee, 

New Orleans^ La.: 

General. : Your letter of October 24 is just received.* You are mis¬ 
informed in regard to there being any troops in New England ready for 
the field. 

For the last two months we have been urging the Governors of States 
to complete their regiments and to send them forward as fast as they 
are ready. Every one has been ordered into the field as soon as re¬ 
ported. The delay in sending yon re-enforcements has not been the 
fault of the War Department. It is hoped that some will be ready to 
start as soon as the bTovember elections are over. Brigadier-generals 
will be sent with these re-enforcements. 

Attention has been called to your Special Orders, No. 434, in connec¬ 
tion with General Orders, No. 12, of February 6. It is to be regretted 
that you have overlooked the latter order in making appointments 
which you are not authorized by law to make. A general can nomi¬ 
nate, but he cannot appoint, “subject to the approval of the President 
of the United States,’^ and the persons so appointed by you can exer¬ 
cise no legal authority. 

These illegal appointments will be regarded as recommendations to 
the President and their names submitted for appointments. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

Generalrin-Ghief. 


[November 4, 1862. —For Secretary of War to Butler in reference 
to his charges of October 13 against the Spanish war vessels, see 
Series III, Yol. II.] 


General Orders, 
No. 90. 


Hdqrs, Department oe the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ November 6, 1862. 


Hbadquartees Department No. 1, C. S. A., 

N&w OrleanSj La.j March 20, 1862. 

« « « » « # « 

XII. All process from any court of law or equity in the parishes of Orleans and 
Jefferson for the ejection of families of soldiers now in the service of the Government, 
either on land or water, for rent past due, is hereby suspended, and no such collec¬ 
tions shall be forced until further orders. 


# # * * 
By command of Major-General Lovell; 


J. G. PICKETT, 
Assistant Adjutant-Gene)al. 


The above extract from orders of the rebel General Lovell is ac¬ 
cepted, and ordered as referring to the families of soldiers and sailors 
now in the service of the United States. 

Bv command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. C. STEONG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


See repoits, p. 158. 
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General Orders, ) War Department, Adjt. Gen^s. Office, 

Ko. 184. ) Washington^ November 8,1862. 

By direction of tlie President of the United States Maj. Gen. K. P.. 
Banks is assigned to the command of the Department of the Gulf, in¬ 
cluding the State of Texas. 

By order of the Secretary of War; 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Washington, D. C., November 9,1862. 
Maj. Gen. N, P. Banks; Commanding^ &c.: 

General: The President of the United States having assigned you 
to command of the Department of the Gulf, you will immediately pro¬ 
ceed with the troops assembling in transports at Fort Monroe* to New 
Orleans and relieve Major-General Butler. An additional force of some 
10,000 men will be sent to you from Boston and New York as soon as 
possible. The first military operations which will engage your atten¬ 
tion on your arrival at New Orleans will be the opening of the Missis¬ 
sippi and the reduction of Fort Morgan or Mobile City, in order to 
control that bay and harbor. In these expeditions you will have the 
co-operation of the rear-admiral commanding the naval forces in the 
Gulf and the Mississippi Eiver. A military and naval expedition is or¬ 
ganizing at Memphis and Cairo to move down the Mississippi and co¬ 
operate with you against Vicksburg and any other points which the 
enemy may occupy on that river. * As the ranking general in the South¬ 
west, you are authorized to assume control of any military forces from 
the Tipper Mississippi which may come within your command. The line 
of division between your department and that of Major-General Grant is 
therefore left undecided for the present, and you will exercise superior 
authority as far north as you may ascend the river. 

The President regards the opening of the Mississippi Eiver as the 
first and most important of all our military and naval operations, and 
it is hoped that you will not lose a moment in accomplishing it. 

This river being opened, the question will arise how the troops and 
naval forces there can be employed to the best advantage. Two objects 
are suggested as worthy of your attention: First, on the capture of 
Vicksburg, to send a military force directly east to destroy the railroads 
at Jackson and Marion, and thus cut off all connection by rail between 
Northern Mississippi and Mobile and Atlanta. The latter jilace is now 
the chief military depot of the rebel armies in the West. Second, to 
ascend with a naval and military force the Eed Eiver as far as it is nav¬ 
igable, and thus open an outlet for the sugar and cotton of Northern 
Louisiana. Possibly both of these objects may be accomplished if the 
circumstances should be favorable. It is also suggested that, having 
Eed Eiver in our possession, it would form the best base for operations 
in Texas. 

It is believed that the operations of General Eosecrans in East Ten¬ 
nessee, of General Grant in Northern Mississippi, and of General Steele 
in Arkansas will give full employment to the enemy’s troo])s in the West, 
and thus prevent them from concentrating in force against you. {Should 
they do so, you will be re-enforced by detachments from one or more of 
these commands. 

* For coirespondence, etc., relating to the organization of this expedition, see Senes 
HI, Vol. II. 
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These instructions are not intended to tie your hands or to hamper 
your operations in the slightest degree. • So far away from headquarters, 
you nmst necessarily exercise your own judgment and discretion in 
regard to your movements against the enemy, keeping in view that the 
opening of the Mississippi Eiver is now the great and primary object of 
your expedition, and I need not assure you, general, that the Grovem- 
ment has unlimited confidence not only in your judgment and discre¬ 
tion, but also in your energy and military promptness. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

Oeneral-ivrGhief. 


Genebae Oedees, » Hdqbs. Department op the GtrLP, 

K'o. 93. J New Orleam, November 11,1862. 

I. Any commissioned officer who is found drinking intoxicating liquors 
in any public house within this department will be recommended to the 
President for dismissal from the service. 

IL .Ml police officers are ordered to report in writing to these head¬ 
quarters all instances of the violation of this order which may come 
under their notice. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wae Department, 
Washington City, November 11,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butlee, 

New Orleans, La.: 

The Secretary of the hTavy has brought to the notice of the President 
the pass issued by you to the United States vessel West Florida to pro¬ 
ceed from New Orleans to Matamoras, &c. The pass was not respected 
by the blockading squadron in that quarter, and the ressel was seized 
as a prize.* As it is presumed, however, that the document was given 
in good faith the restitution of the vessel wiU in this instance be or¬ 
dered; but it is expected that you will not in future issue similar passes 
without further instructions from this Department. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

’ ^ ’ EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleayis, La., November 12, 18G2. 

Mr. PiEROE, United Staten Consul at Matainoras : 

Sir: I propose to send down the First He^inieut Texas ^ oluiiteers 
with some other troops to Galveston. I will arrange with Colonel 
Davis, of that command, and with Eear-Admiral Farragut that refu- 


See Butler to Chabe, October S-i, p. o8‘2. 
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gees who may desire may be sent to Galveston from Texas and Mexico; 
some of them will enlist, doubtless, in the service of the United States. 
The preference in granting passage, as a rule, will be given to those 
who are physically able. 

Of course it will be improper to enlist even Americans as soldiers on 
Mexican soil, but there can be no impropriety in sending Americans to 
do their duty to their country. 

The letters of Colonel Davis, commanding the Texas regiment, and 
the instructions to the commander of the blockading vessel will explain 
what is desired. Any other aid that I can furnish, if suggested by you, 
will be promptly attended to. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


[Novembee 13, 1862.—^For Butler to Secretary of War in reference 
to Ed. Gautherin & Co., see Series III, Vol. II.] 


Headquaetees Depaetment of the Gulf, 

New Orleans,, November 14,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

SiE: I have addressed you directly in this dispatch because the sub¬ 
ject relates to other matters than the movements of troops in the field. 

As you may have learned from the dispatches to General Halleck, I 
have moved Brigadier-General Weitzel into the La Fourche country 
and have taken possession of the richest portion of Louisiana. Thou¬ 
sands of hogsheads of sugar of the value of at least a million of dollars 
ought at once to pass into the hands of the United States, together 
with much other property. I have therefore organized a commission 
to take charge of the business, so as if possible to save this property to 
the United States, and have put the ablest and most honest men I have 
at the head of it. 

I annex the copy of the Orders, No, 91, and of the memorandum of 
contract, which will explain themselves. 

The experiment of free labor which I am trying is succeeding admi¬ 
rably, and I hope large results, not so much in profit to the United States 
as in example. 

Will you allow me to avail myself of this note to ask of you re-en¬ 
forcements'? I have had none save my free Native Guards (colored), 
and while they are doing good service, still 1 find trouble, because they 
are not formally recognized hy the Department. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General,, Commanding. 


[IncloBures.] 

General Oeders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

No. 91. f New Orleans^ November 9, 1862. 

The commanding general being informed and believing that the dis¬ 
trict west of the Mississippi River lately taken possession of by the 
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United States troops is most largely occupied by persons disloyal to 
the United States and whose property has become liable to confisca¬ 
tion under the acts of Congress and the proclamation of the President, 
and that sales and transfers of said property are being made for the 
purpose of depriving the Government of the same, has determined, in 
order to secure the rights of all persons as well as those of the Govern¬ 
ment, and for the purpose of enabling the crops now growing to be 
taken care of and secured and the unemployed laborers to be set at 
work and provision made for payment of their labor, to order as follows: 

I. That all the property within the district to be known as the Dis¬ 
trict of La Fourche be, and hereby is, sequestered, and all sales and 
transfers thereof are forbidden and will be held invalid. 

II. The District of La Fourche will comprise all the territory in the 
State of Louisiana lying west of the Mississippi Fiver except the par¬ 
ishes of Plaquemines and Jefferson. 

III. That Maj. Joseph M. Bell, provost judge, president; Lieut. Col. 
J. B. Kinsman, aide-de-camp; Captain Fuller (Seventy-fifth Kew York 
Yolunteers), provost-marshal of the district, be a commission to take 
possession of the property in said district, to make an accurate inven¬ 
tory of the same, and gather up and collect all such personal property, 
and turn over to the proper officers upon their receipts such of said 
property as maybe required for the use of the United States Army; to 
collect together all the other personal property and bring the same to 
Kew Orleans and cause it to be sold at public auction to the highest 
bidders, and after deducting the necessary expenses of care, collection, 
and transportation to hold the proceeds thereof subject to the just 
claims of loyal citizens and those neutral foreigners who in good faith 
shall appear to be the owners of the same. 

lY. Every loyal citizen or neutral foreigner who shall be fouai m 
actual possession and ownership of any property in said district, not 
having acquired the same by any title since the 18th of September last, 
may have his property returned or delivered to him without S£de upon 
establishing his condition to the judgment of the commission. 

Y. All sales made by any person not a loyal citizen or a foreign neu¬ 
tral since the 18th day of September shall be held void; and all sales 
whatever made with the intent to deprive the Government of its rights 
of confiscation will be held void at what time soever made. 

YI. The commission is authorized to employ in working the planta¬ 
tion of any person who has remained quietly at his home, whether he 
be loyal or disloyal, the negroes who may be found in said district, or 
who have or may hereafter claim the protection of the United States 
upon the terms set forth in a memorandum of a contract heretofore 
offered to the planters of the parishes of Plaquemines and Saint Bernard 
or white labor may be employed, at the election of the commission. 

YII. The commissioners will cause to be purchased such supplies as 
may be necessary, and convey them to such convenient depots as to 
supply the planters during the making of the crop, which supplies will 
r»o charged the cro]) manufactured and shall constitute a lien thereon. 

YIII. The commissioners are authorized to work for the account of 
the United States such plantations as are deserted by their owners or 
are held by disloyal owners, as may seem to them expedient for the 
purpose of saving the crops. 

IX. Any persons who have not been actually in arms against the 
United States since the occupation of New Orleans by its forces and 
who shall remain peaceably upon tiieir plantations, affording no aid or 

38 B B—VOL TX 
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comfort to the enemies of the United States and who shall return to 
Iheir allegiance and who shall by all reasonable methods aid the United 
States when called upon, may be empoweredby the commission to work 
their own plantations, to make their own crop, and to retain possession 
of their own property, except such as is necessary for the military uses 
of the United States. And to all such persons the commission are au¬ 
thorized to furnish means of transportation for their crops and supplies 
at just and equitable prices. 

X. The commissioners are empowered and authorized to hear, de¬ 
termine, and definitely report upon all qu estions of the loyalty, disloyalty, 
or neutrality of the various claimants within said district j and, further^ 
to report such persons as in their judgment ought to be recommended 
by the commanding general to the President for amnesty and pardon 
so that they may have their property returned; to the end that all per¬ 
sons that are loyal may suffer as little injury as possible and that all 
persons who have been heretofore disloyal may have opportunity now 
to prove their loyalty and to return to their allegiance and save their 
property from confiscation, if such shall be the determination of the 
Government of the United States. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. 0. STEOXG, 

Assistmt Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff. 

Memorandum of an arrangement entered into between the plan tersj loyal 
citimis of the United States, in the parishes of Saint Bernard and Plaque¬ 
mines, in the State of Louisiana, and the eivil and military authorities of 
the United States in said State. 

Whereas many of the persons held to service and labor have left 
their masters and claimants and have come to the city of Xew Orleans 
and to the camps of the Army of the Gulf and are claiming to be eman¬ 
cipated and free; and whereas these men and women are in a destitute 
condition; and whereas it is clearly the duty, by law as well as in hu¬ 
manity, of the United States to provide them with food and clothing 
and to employ them in some useful occupation; and whereas it is neces¬ 
sary that the crop of cane and cereals now growing and approaching 
maturity in said parishes shall be preserved and the levees repaired and 
strengthened against floods; and whereas the planters claim that these 
persons are still held to service and labor and of right ought to labor 
for their masters, and the ruin of their crops and plantations will hap¬ 
pen if deprived of such services; and whereas these conflicting rights 
and claims cannot immediately be determined by any tribunals now cxist- 
mg in the State of Louisiana: 

In order therefore to preserve the rights of all parties, as well those 
01 the planters as of the persons claimed as held to labor and service 
and claiming their freedom and those of the United States, and to pre¬ 
serve the crops and property of loyal citizens of the United States and 
to provide profitable employment at the rate of compensation fixed by 
£mt of Congress for those persons who have come within the lines of the 
Army of the United States— 

It is agreed and determined that the United States will employ all 
the persons heretofore held to labor on the several plantations in the 
parishes of Saint Bernard and Plaquemines belonging to loyal citizens 
as they have heretofore been employed, and as nearly as may be under 
the charge oi the loyal planters and overseers of said parishes and other 
necessary directions. 
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The United States will authorize or provide suitable guards and pa¬ 
trols to preserve order and prevent crime in the said parishes. 

The planters shall pay for the services of each able-bodied male per¬ 
son $10 per month, $3 ot which may be expended for necessary clothing j 

and for each woman $-, and for each child above the age of ten 

years and under the age of sixteen years the sum of $-, all the per¬ 

sons above the age of sixteen years being considered as men and women 
for the purpose of labor. 

Planters shall furnish suitable and proper food for each of these la¬ 
borers and take care of them and furnish proper medicines in case of 
sickness. 

The planters shall also suitably provide for aU the persons incapaci¬ 
tated by sickness or age for labor, bearing the relation of parent, child, 
or wife of the laborer so laboring for him. 

Ten hours each day shall be a day^s labor, and any extra hours dur¬ 
ing which the laborer may be called by the necessities of the occasion 
to work shall be reckoned as so much toward another day^s labor. 

Twenty-six days of ten hours each shall be deemed a month’s labor, 
except in the month of December, when twenty shall make a month’s 
labor. It shall be the duty of the overseer to keep a true and exact 
account of the time of labor of each person, and any wrong or inaccu¬ 
racy therein shall forfeit a month’s pay to the person so wronged. 

ifo cruel or corporeal punishment shall be inflicted by any one upon 
the persons so laboring or upon his or her relatives, but any insubor¬ 
dination or refusal to perform suitable labor or other crime or offense 
shall be at once reported to the provost-marshal for the district, and 
punishment suitable for the offense shall be inflicted under his orders, 
preferably imprisonment in darkness on bread and water. 

This arrangement to continue at the pleasure of the United States. 

If any planter of the parishes of Saint Bernard or Plaquemines re¬ 
fuses to enter into this arrangement or remains a disloyal citizen the 
persons claimed to be held to service by him may hire themselves to 
any loyal planter or the United States may elect to carry on his planta¬ 
tions by their own agents, and other persons than those thus claimed 
may be hired by any planter at his election. It Is expressly understood 
and agreed that this arrangement shall not be held to affect, after its 
termination, the legal rights of either master or slave, but that ques¬ 
tions of freedom or slavery are to be determined by considerations wholly 
outside of the provisions of this contract; provided always that the 
abuse of any master or overseer of any person laboring under the pro¬ 
visions of this contract shall, after trial and adjudication by the mili¬ 
tary or other courts, emancipate the person so abused. 


[November 14,1862. —For Secretary of War to Brigadier-General 
Hamilton, transmitting his appointment as military governor of Texas, 
see Series III, Vol. II.] 


Special Orders, \ Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

No. 513. ) Orleans^ November 14,1862. 

The Daily Advocate having, after warning, published the following 
article— 

The BAiiLor-Box. —Thia yalladiuui of oui liberties, this charter of our rights, this 
emblem of democracy, has been speaking in a voice of thunder, as we knew it would 
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if the people could be aroused from their slumber. It has been our unceasing en¬ 
deavor to awake them throughout the nation. We were the first to tell our readers 
of its success in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana, and now we have gratifying re¬ 
ports from Illinois, New Jersey, and New York. If these reports be confirmed an 
armistice will soon follow. Negotiations once commenced, there will not be any more 
fighting. Whether an armistice results from the Democratic success or from foreign 
intervention, we shall hail it as a peace measure to be welcomed by all parties— 

the publication of that journal will be discontinued from this date. 

Bv command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. 0. STEOISTG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headqtiaeters District of Arizona, 

Mesilla^ November 14,1862. 

Oapt. William MoCleaye, 

First Cavalry^ California Volunteers^ Gamp Johnson: 

Captain : You are placed in command of a force composed of your 
own company and 0, First Infantry, California Volunteers, to operate 
against the Mescalero Apache Indians in the vicinity of Dog Canon. 
You will move with your own company to Las Cruces to-morrow and 
be there joined by the infantry of your command. 

This expedition has been designed by the general commanding the 
Department of Ifew Mexico, and copies of his original letter to me, giv¬ 
ing the order, dated October 11, and a copy of his letter to Col. Cluds- 
topher Carson, dated October 12, with a marked map of the country in 
which you are to operate, have been placed in your hands. The general 
plan of operations and the kind of warfare to be conducted against the 
Indians are so fully set forth in the above-named correspondence as to 
merely devolve upon me the necessity of giving you a few instructions 
as to details. 

You will observe that it is the wish of the general commanding that 
a depot for your force be established that can be reached by wagons 
farther out than Dog.Canon if practicable. The duty devolves upon 
you of selecting a proper locality. A party of New Mexicans have left 
Mesilla to form a settlement upon the Eio Tularosa. A guide is sent 
with 3 " 0 u to direct you to tins settlement, and it may be located in a 
vicinity that will offer advautages for your depot. 

A train of 17 wagons, under Wagon-master John Davis, is sent with 
you for transportation. Thirty pack-saddles have been provided you, 
and you are at liberty to take from this train as many mules, not exceed¬ 
ing thirty-five, as you may need for packing supplies into the mountains. 
You will direct that the Iwolierders who go with the train remain with 
the pack animals. 

For the purpose of guarding your depot, without diminishing your 
immediate active force, Company i^, bhrst Infantry, California Volun¬ 
teers, is sent with you. As soon as your depot is established detach 1 
sergeant, 2 corporals, and 18 privates, all picked men, from that coni- 
liany, to guard it. It is unnecessary to remind you of the importance 
of that duty, and it is left to you to give such iiistrucLious as will 
insure its faithful performance. 

As soon as the depot is established send the train back to Mesilla 
under charge of Captain [V.] Dresher and the remainder of his company. 

A i)arty of 20 Mexican spies and guides, under Juan Arroyes, are 
engaged to accompany you, and will be under your orders during the 
time that you are in the field. 
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Rations to DocBimbor 31 arc orderod to bo taken by your OTm com- 
by Captain Hargrave’s company, by the 21 men of Company B, 
First Infantry, California Volunteers, and by Juan Arroyes’ party. The 
remainder of Captain Dresher’s company and the teamsters have rations 
TO the end of this month. 

You will take 100 rounds carbine and 50 rounds pistol ammunition 
for each cavalryman. You will see that Captain Hargrave^s company 
and the 21 men of B Company, First Infantry, California Volunteers, 
who are to guard the depot, have 100 rounds rifle-musket ammunition 
per man. One hundred rounds rifle and 25 rounds pistol ammunition 
per man'have been placed in charge of your quartermaster for Juan 
Arroyes^ party. For covering your stores, &c., in depot five bell-tents 
complete have been provided you. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Fitzwilliams will report to you for duty; 
he is furnished with the necessary medical supplies; also ^th two hand 
and a horse litter. An ambulance is sent with your train. The general 
wishes this to be kept at the depot to convey wounded men into the 
post. 

You will note that the general directs a journal to be kept. One 
day’s march out from Las Cruces I wish you to make for me a field re- 
tuim of your command. Expressman Kinyon will accompany you to 
San Augustine; send him back from there with the return. Should 
opportunity offer during your campaign continue your field returns to 
these headquarters, according to District Orders, ISTo. 23. 

There are rumors here that a Texan force is about advancing in this 
direction. Should they come by the Rio Grande, you may look for a 
recall ; should they advance by the Pecos, you may fall in with some 
of their detachments; it will then be desirable to acquire every informa¬ 
tion as to their numbers and movements. 

Failing receipt of any other orders in the interval, you will return 
with your whole command to MesiUa by the 31st of December next. 

With the best wishes for your success, I am, captain, very respect¬ 
fully, your obedient servant, 

J. R. WEST, 

Colonel First Infantry^ California Yoliinieers^ Comdg, 


Headquarters Department of Is^ew" Mexico, 

Santa FS, K Mex.^ November 16, 1862—6 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant-General U, S. Army^ Washington^ D. C. : 

General : I have the honor to inclose herewith authentic copies of 
a letter from Col. Joseph R. West, First California Volunteers, com¬ 
manding at Mesilla, and of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Rigg, of the 
same regiment, and a memorandum from Colonel West, sho’^ing that 
rumors are rife, and of a circumstantial character, that another demon¬ 
stration is to be made against this country by a rebel force of G.OOO 
men, under Brigadier-General Baylor, Confederate States Army. 

Until 1 learn more of this matter I deem it prudent to suspend the 
order for the movement to Colorado of the handful of volunteers be¬ 
longing to that Territory still remaining in this department. K it 
should prove true that this force is coming I beg to have authority to 
call for all the troops in Colorado Territory to help repel it. The com¬ 
manders in that Territory should, in my opinion, be instructed by tele- 
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graph to be ready to march at a moment’s notice to our relief if called 
upon; to send to me at once returns of their force and their means of 
transportation. This is a precaution which I beg you will take on the 
receipt of this letter. Meantime I beg you will rest assured that whether 
we have help or not we will give the enemy as warm a reception as we 


can. 


I am, general, very respectfully, your rbedient servant, 

’ » J JAMES H. OAELETON, 

Brigadier- General, 


[Inclosnre.] 

HEADQtTAETBES DISTRICT OF ARIZONA, 

Mesilla, November 13,1862. 

Oapt. BeNJ. 0. CiTTLEE, 

Assistant A^utant-General, Santa Fe : 

Captain : I have the honor to transmit herewith by special messen¬ 
ger copies of correspondence and memorandum received from Colonel 
Bigg, reporting that a large Texan force was organizing at San Anto¬ 
nia, with the avowed object of making a campaign against Bew Mexico. 

I do not deem the danger of the advance of this force sufficiently 
imminent to induce me under the positive orders that I have received 
to withhold the expeditions now about to take the field under Captains 
McOleaveandPishon. I am calculating, however, that I shall benotified 
of the designs of the general commanding in eight days from this, 
when, if so ordered, they can be recalled. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. WEST, 

Colonel First Infantry, California Volunteers, Comdg. 


[Sub-inclosures.] 

Hart^s Mill., Tex, Wovemher 11, 1862. 

Ool. Joseph E. West, 

Commanding District of Arizona, Mesilla: 

CoLOT^EL: I have the honor to transmit for your information memo¬ 
randum of statement made to me by Mr. DiH'eudorfer, of El Paso, Mex. 
Mr. Diffendorfer has just returned from Chihuahua, Mex., where he 
had been for the purpose of purchasing goods. He places great con¬ 
fidence in the truth of fche information he reports; so much so that he 
made but few purchases. Several letters have been received here by 
other parties, all corroborating the above. The men (6,000) had been 
raised and were only waiting the necessary trans})ortation. 

The agent writes that mules were very scarce and w(‘re worth from 
$200 to $400 each. If this is true there is no doubt but an advance 
will be sent up this way before the main force would leave. I have no 
doubt but that Lieutenant French, First Cavalry, California, is detained 
at San Antonio, and his being so is evidence tlmt a movement of some 
kind is going on. 

The party of secessionists in El Paso are in high glee, being much 
elated by the news; their party has increased to ab^out 80 i'rom different 
directions. Dr. Dilfendorfer will leave for Mesilla to-iriorrow with Cap¬ 
tain Casey. He can give you all the particulars, and in all probability 
will have with him a copy of one of the letters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWHST A. EIGG, 

Llentenant-Colonel First Infantry, California Volunteers. 
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MEMORANDTJM. 

Brigadier-General Baylor arrived in San Antonio from Eiebmond 
some time in August, bringing full authority to raise a force of 6.000 
men, and mth instructions to retake and hold Eew Mexico at all haz¬ 
ards. The expedition is organizing in San Antonio now. 0. H. Mer¬ 
ritt, of El Paso, is quartermaster to the expedition; Judge Crosby, also 
of El Paso, is assistant adjutant-general. 

An agent is now (September 8) in Matamoras purchasing the neces¬ 
sary transportation and supplies. The purchases are made "vvith French 
drafts raised on some cotton sent into Mexico. This information comes 
from two sources (from San Antonio and Matamoras) by two different 
letters, which agree in every particular. ISTothing is said in either as to 
the time of starting or the route to be taken by the troops. Both let¬ 
ters are from reliable men, and the information can be depended upon 
in every particular. One letter mentions the fact that Judge Hart’s 
train has been purchased for this very expedition. The letters bear 
the date of September 7 and 10 respectively. One letter is from Gabriel 
Valdez to his brother in El Paso; the other from C. H. Merritt to Mr. 
Fellman, of Chihuahua. 


Headquarters Department oe Hew Mexico, 

Santa N. Mex.^ November 18,1862. 

Col. Joseph E. West, 

Commanding District of Ariisona, Mesilla: 

Colonel : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by special 
express of your letter of the 13th instant in relation to a report in cir¬ 
culation in Chihuahua and El Paso, Mex., that General Baylor, C. S. 
Army, has for some time been preparing to invade Hew Mexico from 
Texas with 6,000 men. The report is sufficiently circumstantial for us 
to consider well what we should do in the way of timely preparation 
for such an invasion. This country is so extended and so open to at¬ 
tack along its eastern frontier and has so many avenues of approach 
from the rebel States of Arkansas and Texas, either of which avenues 
an enemy can choose and cover his real designs by diversions upon the 
others, and, besides, our force all told is so small in comparison with 
the reported strength of the enemy, that to mature a perfect plan to 
repel the threatened attack will call for no little reflection upon all the 
elements here which must enter into the calculation before we can ar¬ 
rive at definite conclusions upon the subject. What you are to do in 
case any part of the enemy’s force comes into the country by the route 
pursued by General Sibley in his late incursion seems to be quite plain. 
The force coming by that route will have a march of over 600 miles be¬ 
fore it can enter the valley of theEio Grande, and for this distance will 
have to transport all the subsistence stores which it will consume. He 
who commands this force must count on replenishing his magazines 
after his arrival. Therefore so far as your command is ('oncerned and 
what you are now to do seems a problem easy of solution. At all events 
the following are the essential points on which you will promptly act, pre¬ 
liminary to what you will be required to do as time may develop the mat¬ 
ter still further: 

You wull at once secure all the corn and grain which you can pos¬ 
sibly buy from the people at San Elizario, Rocorro, Isleta, Franklin, 
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La Mesa, La Mesilla, Las Cruces, aud Dofia Ana, comiuencing at 
the points lowest down the Eio Grande and so on up, and have 
it all carefully stored and guarded at Mesilla. If the people will not 
sell it to you it must be seized and receipts be given for it. Under no 
circumstances will it be left to feed the enemy. Offer and pay a fair, 
even a liberal, price for it, and avoid any appearance of coercion until all 
other means fail. When once all this breadstuff and forage is under 
your hand it can easily be transported to Fort Craig or destroyed. 
The people living in El Paso County, Texas, as well as those living in 
the Mesilla Valley, should be caused to believe that when the Texans 
come it will be again to fatten upon them without pay; that rather 
than submit to this it will be better for them to move their families for 
the time being into El Paso, on the Mexican side of the river, or 
above the Jornada del Muerto. So far as we are concerned it would 
be better that they move to El Paso, so as to help exhaust the provis¬ 
ions on that side of the river. They should then be advised to cache 
on our side of the Eio Grande breadstuff's enough for the really able- 
bodied men to live upon, and for these latter to stay behind and wage 
a partisan warfare upon the invader from the moment he enters the 
valley. This provides for what you are to do so far as the Mexican 
population are concerned. Of course until the enemy is near beyond 
a doubt nothing of this moving need take place; but the minds of the 
people can be prepared and their resolution determined. All good 
Union men among the Americans will rally around you. All doubtful 
Americans and foreigners, the moment these rumors are confirmed, 
are to be seized and sent, strongly guarded, to Fort Craig. There, with 
a spade, at least they can help defend the flag which has hitherto pro¬ 
tected them and which they would now desert. The houses and stores 
owned by secessionists who ran off to Texas they will expect to repos¬ 
sess when they come back These, commencing at San hllizario and 
coming up, including those at Fort Bliss (burn off the roofs), Franklin, 
Hart’s Mill and dwellings, and all of those belonging to tins class of 
men in Mesilla and Las Cruces, will be laid in ashes. Of course the 
destruction of all the buildings herein enumerated will be the last thing 
done when you know the enemy is coming and before yon feel com¬ 
pelled to retire. You will also destroy Bull’s Mill, at Mesilla, and Grand- 
jean’s Mill, at Las Cruces, in case you are compelled t>o fall back. Thus 
you must not only take the breadstuffs, but you must destroy as far as 
possible all means of making bread by the rebels. The Mexican popu¬ 
lation who prefer to remain behind can grind tlieir corn on metals as 
of old; so the destruction of these mills will be no serious blow to tlicin. 
You know that the destruction of all these mills and all the tine ([uarlers 
I have named will embarrass Baylor and his forc.es to a very great 
degree. I am aware of just how sharp you will look out and how hard 
and effectually you will work to cripple him in other ways than these 
which I have enumerated. As a further injury, when yoii are sure he 
is near at hand buy up or take on receipts all cattle and liorses and 
mules which you can get and have them driv(‘n northward well out of 
the way. The ferry-boats upon the river will all, large and small, be 
destroyed, as well as all lumber of wliich others can lui Jiiade. You 
will remind the Mexicans of how they were robbed belbr<‘, and animate 
them, as you can do, with a settled determination to attack ilie enemy 
from every cover; to shoot down his teaiUvS; to stampede his stock when 
grazing; to destro}^ the bridges over the acequias; to hoven* by night 
around his camps; to set fire to the grass and all kinds of fodder which 
his animals might otherwise get; to shoot down his men by night and 
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then before da,y to scatter singly in all directions, and then to repeat this 
over and over and over again untilhe feels the just vengeance of a people 
who never did him harm, but whom before he wantonly and ruthlessly 
insulted, oppressed, and robbed. Inspire them with this, and let me 
know the number of arms you can safely place in their hands, and I will 
have them near by, so that you can distribute them at the last moment. 
So far as your own force is concerned, you will remain below the Jomado 
as long as you can injure the enemy without running the risk of being 
cut off from Fort Oraig, to which point you will retire as a last resort, 
leaving nothing behind that could be of service to him. I have writ¬ 
ten Colonel Bowie a letter, which accompanies this, and which you will 
send to him by express, to come forward with three more companies 
from Fort Tuma. If you are driven back on Craig before he leaves 
Tucson keep him advised of what you are compelled to do. He can 
defend Fort Bowie and Tucson with six companies of fresh troops 
against any small travel-worn force which the enemy would be likely to 
detach in that direction for the conquest of Western Arizona. For the 
present I do not think it to be expedient to recall Pishon and McOleave 
from their operations against the Mescalero Indians, We cannot afford 
to be diverted from a single purpose looking to the protection of the 
inhabitants of this country on a rumor. It has cost a great deal of 
money to set on foot this campaign against the Mescaleros, and until I 
am absolutely compelled by force to order the troops to come back they 
will fulfill their instructions. But to provide against possible contin- 
gences, in case Baylor’s forces enter the valley of the Eio Grande un¬ 
expectedly while these troops are in the field, send word to them to 
march to Fort Stanton, and if pursued to fight the enemy at all van¬ 
tage points and fall back no faster than driven toward Fort Oraig. 
The recent attack by the Federal forces on Galveston may serve to 
keep all the Texan troops at home. But should they come by Sibley’s 
route, as herein indicated, your duty in general terms is marked out, 
and I know you will do it well. If I had to choose a man for the place 
you are now on I tell you frankly I should choose yourself. Instill 
into the minds of all your subordinates but half of your address, your 
energy, your forecast, your resolution, and Baylor and his people will 
have reason to remember the handful of Californians he may find below 
the Jornada. 

I am. colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

JAMES H. CAELETOX, 
Brigadier- Genera ly Gommanding. 


WAsniNG-TON, Fovemher 20, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, 

Commanding^ cfic., Neic Orleans: 

General: Your letter of November 6, transmitting copies of your 
correspondence with Brigadier-General Weitzel, is received.* Your 
order No. 63, of August 22, with the accompanying lettert was sub¬ 
mitted to the Secretary of War for his instructions, and he replied that 
no instructions were necessary, as the whole matter was left to the judg¬ 
ment and discretion of the department commander. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. ^V. HALLECK, 

Geyiera l-i n- GMef. 


See reports, p. 162. 


tSee Bntlerto Halleck, August 27, p. 555. 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

99. ) Orleans^ November 21, 1862. 

A commission, to consist of Col. T. W. Cahill, commanding United 
States forces in JSTew Orleans and Algiers; Col. H. 0. Doming, acting 
mayor of ^Tew Orleans, and B. H. Durell, chairman bureau of finance of 
IsTew Orleans, is hereby appointed to determine the amount due as jail 
expenses from the United States on account of negroes already released 
from the police jail, to be employed by the Government. 

Hereafter no negro slave will be confined in that jail unless such 
expenses are prepaid, the slave to be released when the money is ex¬ 
hausted. 

It is also ordered that a list of the reputed owners of slaves now in 
the police jail be published, and that all slaves whose jail fees are not 
paid within ten days after such publication be discharged. This is the 
course taken in all countries with debtors confined by creditors, and 
slaves have not such commercial value in New Orleans as to justify 
their being held and fed by the city, relying upon any supposed lien 
upon the slave. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. C. STEONG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

No. 101. f New Orleans^ November 25,1862. 

The provisions of General Orders, No. 91, current series, from these 
headquarters, are hereby extended to embrace all the State of Louisi¬ 
ana east of the Mississippi Eiver, except the parishes of Orleans, 
Plaquemines, and Saint Bernard. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. C. STEOI^G, 

Assistant Adjutant- General and Chief of Staff. 


[November 29, 1862.—For Butler to Secretary of State, transmitting 
correspondence with Admiral Ecynaiid in reference to French subjects 
imprisoned, and Wolcott to Butler, December 12,1862, on same subject, 
see Series II.] 


HE4DQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 

New Orleans^ November 20, 1862. 

Major-General Halleck, 

Commanding in Chief: 

General: The enemy has concentrated a large force, not less prob¬ 
ably than 10,000 men—some excellent authorities stating the numbers 
as high as 15,000—at Port Hudson. The position is naturally a strong 
one, stronger e\'en, it is believed, than Vicksburg. The design of the 
enemy is to fight the great battle for the possession of the Mississippi 
at that point. For the want of a sufficient land force—the Navy says 
they must have 10,000 at least—I have been compelled to postpone u. 
projected attack upon the position. It might have been taken by five 
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regiments four weeks since had I had troops sufficient to hold it. As 
the case stands now it will be easy with a force as large as that of the 
enemy to compel him to give battle elsewhere ] if in no other way, cer- 
tiunly by drowning him out by destroying the levee above him. 

Brigadier-G-eneral Sherman is now engaged in exploring the country 
above here on the left bank of the river, with a view to movements 
which may take place hereafter. He has reached a point within 6 miles 
of Baton Eouge, meeting no force of the enemy. 

It is believed that before the middle of January we shall be compelled 
to withdraw General WeitzePs force to the hither side of the Bayou La 
Fourche, as by that time the Lower Teche country and the country from 
La Fourche to Brashear City will be flooded from the Eed Eiver neigh¬ 
borhood, the levees being much out of repair and no means are in our 
power to ward off the impending danger; the levees on the right bank 
far above being in the hands of the enemy and totally neglected by 
them, and the conformation of the country such that the overflow will 
extend hundreds of miles. 

This will be a serious blow to the people of that country, already 
great sufferers from the effects of the war, and most of whom are ready 
and most heartily anxious to return to their allegiance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


BtEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OP THE GULP, 

December 4,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : You will remember that the banks of this city sent away about 
four millions of their specie upon the advent of our troops in the city. 
They have made application to the Confederate authorities to bring it 
back, but have been refused. 

The banks now desire that I would permit their specie in the Con¬ 
federacy to be put upon a war vessel of some foreign power and sent 
either to France or England, to be kept there safely till after the ter¬ 
mination of the war, the money to be under the care of two agents, one 
appointed by the banks and the other by the Confederate Government; 
all this to be done of course only if the Eichmond people consent. To 
effect this arrangement I informed the agent of the banks I could not 
consent to apply to the Department, because of the great need that the 
Confederates have for gold in Europe. The agent of the banks -might 
be corrupted by the Confederate agent, and the money, when there, ap¬ 
plied to Confederate uses. 

But if the representative of the foreign government near Washington 
upon whose vessel the coin might be placed would pledge his govern¬ 
ment that the money should be kept intact, unpledged, and undrawn 
upon during the war, to be returned to the banks in ipuLssimo specie 
after peace, I thought the Department might entertain the proposition. 

I have in pursuance of this idea been requested to put this matter 
before the War Department. This I have done, awaiting instructions. 

I am, most truly, your obedient servant, 

’ BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General, Gommanding, 
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Headquarters Department op ISTew Mexico, 

Santa Hf. Mex.^ December 5,1862. 

Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant-General U, 8. Army, Washington^ D. G.: 

General : Inclosed herewitli please find— 

I, Copy of a letter to General Wright, asking that he order the re¬ 
mainder of Bowie’s regiment California Volunteers to the Eio Grande. 

II. Copy of a letter to Colonel Bowie, California Volunteers, on the 
same subject. 

ITT . Copy of a letter from Brigadier-General West in relation to 
rumors of an advance of a rebel force from Texas. 

IV. Copy of a letter from a gentleman named Caniffe to a gentleman 
named Tully on the same subject. 

V, Copy of a letter from Capt. Edward B. Willis to Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral West on this same business. 

I again urge the necessity of placing the Colorado Volunteers under 
the orders of the commander of this department. 

Eespectftilly, &c., 

JAMES H. CARLBTOE, 
Brigadier-General^ Oommcmding, 


[Indorsement.] 


General Carleton will in case of actual danger make requisitions on 
the commanding general of the Department of Missouri for re-enforce- 
ments from Colorado Territory, giving immediate notice to the Adju¬ 
tant-General of the Army that such requisitions have been made. 


H. W. HALLEOK, 

Oeneral-in- Chief. 


[Inclosnre No. 1.] 

Headquarters Department op ISTew Mexico, 

Santa Fe^ V. Mex.j November 18, 1862. 

General Georoe Wright, 

Gomdg. the Department of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.: 

General: I have the honor herewith to inclose a duplicate original 
of a letter sent by express, via Mesilla and Tucson, to Colonel Bowie, re¬ 
questing him to march without delay with three com])anies of the present 
garrison of Fort Yuma to the Rio Grande. 

I consider it important that you give me all of Bowie’s regiment on 
the Eio Grande; that other tioops occupy Tucson and For t Bowie in the 
Apache Pass, and that Fort Yuma be garrisoned by at least six com¬ 
panies. 

If you can send three companies of the Second Cavalry inider such a 
man as Colonel Evans to Tucson it would give me all of the First here, 
and I cannot get along with less of this description of troops. It seems 
to be a settled purpose of the rebels to occupy this country and Arizona. 

If you will help me with another regiment of infantry, posted as herein 
indicated, and three companies of cavalry, I believe he cannot succeed. 
I shall try to get some troops from Colorado Territory to make this part 
of ITew Mexico as warm as possible for him in case he <‘Dmes here. 

What you do, general, should be done at once. You are aware that 
there are many stores accumulated at Fort Yuma and at Tucson, so that 
these movements will not be attended with much additional expense. 
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The means of transportation no-vratTacson and which lean send there 
•will be sufficient for all movements this side of Fort Tuma. 

I will send a duplicate of this letter by express over the southern 
route. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. OAELETOlir, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Note.—P lease notify me by telegraph via Denver City of what you 
decide on doing. 

J. H. 0. 


pjiclosTire 'So. 2.] 

Headquartees Department of liTEw Mexico, 

Santa N. Mex.^ N'ovember 18,1862. 

Col. GtEoroe W. Bowie, 

Commanding at Fort Yuma^ Cal. : 

Colonel: I have recently received such circumstantial rumors that 
6,000 Confederate troops are about to make another demonstration against 
this Territory as to justify me incallingupon you to come forward without 
delay to the Bio Grande with at least three of the five companies now form¬ 
ing the garrison at Fort Yumaj that you request by express the com¬ 
mander of the Department of the Pacific to send Formants regiment to 
Fort Yuma, so that on its arrival these two last companies of your regi¬ 
ment left by you under Lieutenant-Colonel Dobbins can come on without 
delay to join you, and I beg of you to request of General Wright that he 
will order four of Formants companies forward to Tucson; that three of 
these may hold that point and one occupy Fort Bowie. This \vill relieve 
the whole of the Fifth Infantry, California Yolunteers, by the 4th, and 
give you your whole regiment on tlie Eio Grande. There are provisions 
and hospital stores at Tucson, and provisions, hospital stores, and ammu¬ 
nition here, so that you need be embarrassed with only subsistence to last 
you to Tucson, where you will be able to get a supply to last you to the 
Eio Grande. Bring of ammunition at least 100 rounds per man. I shall 
count on your leaving Fort Yuma for Tucson immediately on receipt of 
this. You can use the transportation now plying between Tucson and 
Fort Yuma. If this transportation does not happen to be at Fort Yuma 
when this letter comes to hand use your post teams, and send them back 
when the others are met. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. GAELETO^^ 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

[Inolosuro No. 3 ] 

Headquarters District of Arizona, 

Mesillcu November 30, 1862. 

Capt. Benj. C. Cutler, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Santa F6: 

Captain : Copies of correspondence herewith inclosed will apprise 
the general commanding that I have sent Brad. Daily and Captain 
Farviii to watch the enemy about Horsehead Crossing, will see 

by another inclosure that there is another story about Skillman, and 
this is, I think, the true one. Rumors are rife and the people much 
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alarmed. It is no easy matter to determine the facts and I may be 
misled in my conclusion, but I adhere to my opinion that a small force 
will be thrown below me on the Eio Grande to open communication for 
supplies with Chihuahua and to induce me to stay and watch them 
while the main body moves up the Pecos. In case I heai" of the latter 
design being carried out I shall act under the general’s instructions 
of the 18th instant, unless he should in the mean time direct otherwise; 
that is, I shall commence at San Elizario, leave nothing that can be of 
service to the enemy, and faU bach on Fort Craig. 

Yerv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. WEST, 

Colonel First Infantry California Volvmteers, Conidg. 


[Inclosore INTo. 4.] 

El Paso, Mex., Noneniber 26,1862. 

P. E. Titlly, Esq.: 

Deae Ttjllt : Bad news; troublesome times again ahead. Sbillman 
dropped from the clouds night before last, and his crowd were consid¬ 
erably excited all day yesterday. I can only find out that Baylor is 
promoted to major-general and Scurry general. There are two other 
generals, but I don’t remember the names. Madison is colonel, Merritt 
quartermaster, &c. The authorities made no effbrt, as I know of, to 
stop Skillman. He was met this morning tight as the devil, about 9 
miles, going below, and of course sleeps to-night in Guadalupe. The 
main Texas force is at or about the Moros,* though he expects to meet 
an advance at Horsehead. I don’t know what to do, whether to go to 
Chihuahua or get out by Tucson to California. 

Tours, truly, 

H. J. OANIFPE. 

IS". B.—Is there anything to meet the Texans up your way ? There 
is none down here. 


[InclosTire No. 6.] 

Hart’s Mill, Tex., Novemher 26 , 1862 . 

Lieut. W. L. Etnerson, 

First Infantry California Volunteers^ A, A. (7., Mesilla: 

Lieutenant : The night before lust some men from Sun Antonio 
urrived at El Paso, named Skillman, John Stevenson, and the other 
unknown. 1 was informed of it yesterday. They were kept carefully 
concealed. Mr. Mills went immediately to call upon Stevenson to lind 
out what he could with regard to the matter, but could not gain admit¬ 
tance, although he frequently visits there, but saw enough to know that 
the principal secessionists of that place were in conclave there, and 
thinks these men were at that time in the house. Skillman is a noted 
desperado, and the man of all others that would be chosen as a spy. 
He knows every inch of this country well ] he is also a fugitive from jus¬ 
tice in Mexico for murder. Brad. Daily knows him well, and was formerly 
a very intimate friend of his. Mr. Uranga sent last night to try to ar¬ 
rest him, hut the birds had all flown. Dr. Samaniego tells me this morn¬ 
ing that Skillman has a company of Texans at Presidio del Norte; that 
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he has gone there to return with them in six days, when those across the 
river will join him to make a dash at this place. The doctor entertains 
no doubt of the truth of this ; he says they do not expect to hold the 
place, but to plunder and retire immediately. It is in character with 
the man. He once with 10 men held the plaza of El Paso for two hours. 

There is much excitement in El Paso with regard to these matters. 
The authorities are purchasing all the arms that they can. They are 
very much afraid of the Texans. Mr. Zubrian offers to deliver 1,000 
fenagas of corn within fifteen or twenty days after being notified, at 3i 
cents per pound (free of aU Mexican dues), in the town of El Paso, and 
within twenty days thereafter 1,000 or 2,000 fenagas more, payable in 
coin. This is regarded by business men here a low offer. They say 
grain is rising fast, and the pimchase of that amount will also tend to 
raise the price. Mr. Zubrian requests to be notified at once if his offer 
cannot be accepted. I inclose a letter from Dr. Diffendorfer. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAED B. WILLIS, 
Captain, First Infantry, California Volunteers. 


G-eneeal Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gdxf, 

No. 105. f New Orleans, Fecetnler 9,1862. 

Under General Orders, No. 55, current series, from these headquar¬ 
ters, an assessment was made upon certain parties who had aided the 
rebellion “ to be appropriated to the starving poor of New Orleans.” 

The calls upon the fund raised under that order have been frequent 
and urgent and it is now exhausted. But the poor of this city have 
the same or increased necessities for relief as then and their calls must 
be heard, and it is both fit and proper that the parties responsible for 
the present state of affairs should have the burden of their supiiort. 

Therefore the parties named in Schedules A and B of General Or¬ 
ders, No. 55, as hereunto annexed,* are assessed in like sums and for the 
same purpose, and will make payment to D. 0. G. Eield, financial clerk, 
at his office at these headquarters, on or before Monday, December 15, 
1862. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. 0. STRONG, 

Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Emory’s Division, Banks’ Expedition, 

Steamer Baltic, off Ship Island, Beceniber 11,1862. 

Lieut. Ool. Richard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Baltics’ Expedition: 

Sir: The mail steamer that you supposed ran here has ceased to do 
so; it has not run for a week, and the ships that are coming in here are 
so crowded that I cannot get a horse on board of them. It is there¬ 
fore impossible for me to get away from here unless you send one ves¬ 
sel from New Orleans. Besides the load of the Baltic and Atlantic, 
2,000 men and a large amount of commissaiy stores, I believe the 
Ericsson draws too much water to go into New Orleans. I have 
therefore to request that the general commanding will cause the fol- 

* See x^p- 540-04e. 
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lowing-named ships to be unloaded and sent back with all possible 
dispatch: S. E. Spaulding, Matanzas, United States, Key West; and 
should my conjecture about the Ericsson prove correct, of which I have 
no doubt, I beg that the Arago or New Brunswick may also be sent. 

I shall get the men ashore from the Baltic and Atlantic by 12 m. to¬ 
day. The commissary stores I do not propose to touch. To attempt 
to land them with the means we have at hand would take a great deal 
of time, besides exposing the stores to the weather on the shore. I 
think the best way to dispose of them would be to send the lighters 
directly alongside the ship. If, however, this plan is not approved in 
regard to the stores 1 beg to be informed. We can take them ashore 
in small boats in about three working days. 

Very respecthilly, your obedient servant, 

W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier- General, 

P. S.—shall see Colonel Abert in reference to these stores. He 
may have orders in regard to them. If so, I shall of course be gov¬ 
erned by them. 


Hdqrs. One hundred and fifty-sixth Eeg-t. N. T. Yols., 

Key West^ Fla., December 15,1862. 

Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks. 

General: The steamer M. Sanford, having on board the One hun¬ 
dred and fifty-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers, with its entire 
equipments, stores, and supplies, including sixty days^ rations, sailed 
from the port of New York at 10 o’clock in the evening of December 
3 instant, under sealed orders. After twenty-four hours’ sailing the 
orders were duly opened inmy presence by Captain Sanford, command¬ 
ing the ship, pursuant to directions furnished him from the headquar¬ 
ters of the expedition. The voyage was continued down the coast of 
the United States until the morning of the 10th instant at about twenty 
minutes after 6 o’clock, when the vessel was stranded upon the Carys- 
fort Reef, about 1^ miles from the light, and bearing about south by 
west therefrom, heading south-southwest. Captain San i*ord immediately 
ordered the sail taken in, the engine reversed, and, with a view of back¬ 
ing her oft, ordered the ship lightene<l by throwing the cargo overboard. 
I went immediately below where the men were principally quartered, 
found the ship fast filling, and got the men on deck, and quickly as 
possible stopped the men from casting overboard tiie freight, it being 
evident the ship had broken and could not be hauled off. Several 
steamers were in sight bearing southward and nearly abreast of us, but 
at so great a distance out that our signals failed to attract their notice. 
The gunboat Gemsbok, CaptainCavendy, however, at anchor with two 
other vessels in Turtle Harbor, saw our signal, and the G(‘msbok got up 
sail and finally came around and anchored as near the reef as possible, 
and rendered us most valuable assistance in disembarking the regi¬ 
ment and so much of the property on board as could be removed. 
Other steamers arrived during the day and gave us all the aid in their 
power. 

I sent one company on board the Curlew to Key West, and Colonel 
Benedict, who came on board toward evening from the City of Bath, 
kindly took on board the last-named steamer our sick and lame and 
carried them to Key West. 
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The steamer Blackstone, Captain Berry, bound JTorth, came to and 
lay by ns until we had transferred all the troops on board that vessel 
and the Geipsbok. At dark in the evening of the day we stranded I 
had sent off from the wreck aU but about 200 of the men, when the two 
lighters we had employed from the shore hauled off and we remained 
on board until morning, when the work was renewed, and by 13 o’clock 
of the 11th instant we were on board of the vessel before named with 
so much of the stores as we were able to remove, and got under way 
for Key West, the Blackstone returning with the Gemsbok for that 
purpose. The wreck had by this time settled to the depth of her guards 
and lay upon the bottom. 

The stranding of this vessel was so palpably the result of the most 
criminal negligence, if not design, that I immediately arrested the sail¬ 
ing-master, Oapt. A. W. Eichardson, who was in charge at the time, 
and sent him on board the Blackstone, and have handed him over to 
the authorities here for examination. Fortunately no man was lost, 
nor have I learned that the slightest accident occurred in consequence 
of the wreck to any member of the regiment. We arrived and landed 
at Key West on the morning of the 12th instant and are without the 
means of transportation. Colonel Morgan, commanding this post, and 
Lieutenant Gibbs, post quartermaster, have rendered us every assist¬ 
ance in securing quarters, rations, &c., for the regiment. I find many 
of our equipments are lost and some clothing. Much of this will be 
supplied here to-day, but Colonel Morgan doubts if he will spare guns 
enough. We have 127 men without guns or bayonets. Our tent poles 
and pins are all lost, having been thrown overboard when the steamer 
first struck. I trust we may be supplied at the place of our destination. 
We have the A tent. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

EEASTUS COOKE, 

Colonel Gomdg. One hundred and fifty-sixth New York Vols. 


Special Orders, i Headquarters Banks’ Expedition, 

Eo. 29. f New Orleans, Decemier 15, 1862. 

All the troops of the expedition now here, except those affected with 
disease, which, in the medical director’s opinion, requires their immedi¬ 
ate disembarkation and isolation, will at once proceed up the river, 
under the command of Brigadier-General Grover, and land at Baton 
Eouge. Maj. D. C. Houston, chief engineer, and First Lieut. E. M. 
Hill, chief of ordnance, will accompany them, aud will report to Gen¬ 
eral Grover for temporary duty. 

Every exertion will be used to get under way this evening. 

Major-Gmieral Angnr is specially charged with the execution of so 
much of this order a.s relates to starting the expedition. The landing 
will be covered aud jirotected by the gunboats, uiul General Grover 
will communicate and co-opciate with the commander of the naval 
forces in his ojierations. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EIGH’l) B. IRWIN, 

TAetitcnant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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G-eneeal Oedees, \ Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

InTo. IOC.' ( Orleans^ December 15,1862. 

Soldiers of the Army of the Oulf: 

Believed from farther duties in this department by direction of the 
President, under date of November 9,1862,1 take leave of you by this 
final order, it being impossible to visit your scattered outposts, covering 
hundreds of miles of the frontier of a larger territory than some of the 
kingdoms of Europe. 

I greet you, my brave comrades, and say farewell I 

This word, endeared as you are by a community of privations, hard¬ 
ships, dangers, victories, successes, military and civil, is the only sorrow¬ 
ful thought I have. You have deserved well of your country. With¬ 
out a murmur you sustained an encampment on a sand bar so desolate 
that banishment to it, with every care and comfort possible, has been 
the most dreaded punishment iiAicted upon your bitterest and most 
insulting enemies. 

You had so little transportation that but a handful could advance to 
compel submission by the Queen City of the rebellion, whilst others 
waded breast-deep in the marshes which surround Saint Philip and 
forced the surrender of a fort deemed impregnable to land attack by 
the most skillful engineers of your country and her enemy. 

At your occupation order, law, quiet, and peace sprang to this city, 
filled with the bravos of all nations, where for a score of years, during 
the profoundest peace, human life was scarcely safe at noonday. 

By your discipline you illustrated the best traits of the American sol¬ 
dier and enchained the admiration of those that came to scoff. 

Landing with a military chest containing but $75, from the hoards of 
a rebel government you have given to your country’s Treasury nearly a 
half million of dollars, and so supplied yourselves with the needs of your 
service that your expedition has cost your Government less by four- 
fifths than any other. 

You have fed the starving poor, the wives and children of your ene¬ 
mies, so converting enemies into friends that they have sent their Bep- 
resentatives to your Congress by a vote greater than your entire num¬ 
bers from districts in which when you entered you were tauntingly 
told that there was ‘^no one to raise your flag.” 

By your practical philanthropy you have now the confidence of the 

oppressed race” and the slave, nailing you as deliverers, they are 
ready to aid you as willing servants, faithful laborers, or, using the 
tactics taught them by .>our enemies, to flglit with you in tlie iield. 

By steady attention to tlie laws of health you have staid the i)csti- 
lence, and, humble instruments in the haiids’of God, you have (hmion- 
strated the necessity that His creatures should obey IJis laws, and reap¬ 
ing His blessing in this most unhealthy climate you hav(‘. pr(ss(a‘ved 
your ranks fuller than those of any other battalions of the same length 
of service. 

You have met double numbers of the enemy and defeated him in 
the open field; but I need not further enlarge upon this toi)ic. You were 
sent to do that. 

I commend you to your commander. You are worthy his love. 

Farewell, my comrades! Again, farewell! 

BENJ. F. BUTLEB, 

** Major-General^ Commanding, 
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War Department, 
Washington City, Decemter 16, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler: 

General: The Secretary of War has received yonr letter of the 4th 
instant, submitting the proposition of the banks of lifew Orleans to send 
their specie, at present within the lines of the Southern Confederacy 
on board of some war vessel, to England or France, to be kept there 
safely and returned at the termination of the war, and asking instruc¬ 
tions as to the coarse to be pursued in the matter. 

In reply I am instructed to inform you that the Department, after 
due consideration of the arrangement proposed by the banks of hTew 
Orleans, feels compelled to withhold its sanction therefi-om. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. P. WOLCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

STo. 107. ) Hew Orleans^ December 17, 1862. 

I. In compliance with General Orders, Ko. 184, of the 9th ultimo, 
from the War Department, Adjutant-General^s Office, the undersigned 
hereby assumes command of the Department of the Gulf, including the 
State of Texas. 

II. The following-named officers are announced as constituting the 
staff of the major-general commanding, and will be obeyed and re¬ 
spected accordingly: 

Lieut. Col. Eichard B. Irwin, assistant adjutant-general 
Lieut. Col. William S, Abert, assistant inspector-general, 

Maj. G. IfTorman Lieber, judge-advocate. 

Col. John S. Clark, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. Frederick d’Hauteville, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. Eobert T. Dunham, aide-de-camp. 

First Lieut. Charles A, Hartwell, aide-de-camp. 

Second Lieut. Samuel M. Whitside, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. W. Sturgis Hooper, acting aide-de-camp. 

First Lieut. Charles S. Sargent, acting aide-de-camp. 

Col. Samuel B. Holabird, chief quartermaster. 

Capt. J. W. McClure, assistant quartermaster. 

Col. Edward G. Beckwith, chief commissary, 

Surg. Eichard H. Alexander, medical director. 

Maj. David C. Houston, chief engineer. 

Capt. Henry L. Abbot, chief of topographical engineers. 

First Lieut. Eichard M. Hill, chief of ordnance. 

Capt. Eichard Arnold, chief of artillery. 

Capt. William W. Eowley, chief signal officer. 

N. P. BAi^KS, 

Major-General, 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

Ho. 111. f Nets Orleans^ December 17, 1862. 

Al l sales of property on account of the United States will be and 
are hereby suspended until further orders. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EIOH’D B. lEWm, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Assistant A^utant-General, 
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Depaetment of State, 

Washington, December 18,1862. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War ; 

SiE: It appearing from a report of Major-General Butler, which does 
not seem sufSciently controverted by the commander of the Spanish 
naval forces in the Gulf of Mexico, that the commander of Her Cath¬ 
olic Majesty’s ship of war Blasco de Garay has claimed and assumed a 
right in the port of New Orleans to receive on board and carry from 
that city, which is in the military occupation of the United States, 
several persons, not only Spaniards hut citizens of the United States, 
in the character of exiles seeking asylum, and to he exempt from any 
obligation to make explanation of the names and number of such per¬ 
sons to the United States commander at that place, the President 
desires that the commander of the United States forces at New Orleans 
be instructed to issue and publish an order that hereafter no persons 
not in the civil, military, or naval service of a foreign government 
shall, without the written leave of the commander of the military forces 
at New Orleans, depart from that city on board of any foreign ship of 
war, and that no foreign vessel of war shall receive on board and carry 
from such city any such persons, who shall not have written leave to 
depart, on board of such vessel. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 


Wae Department, 
Washington City, December 18, 1862. 

Hon. W. H. Seward, 

Secretary of State : 

Sir : The Secretary of War has received your communication of this 
date, signifpng the desire of the President that, for the reasons therein 
set forth— 

The commander of the United States forces at New Orleans ho instructed to issue 
and publish an order that hereafter no persons not in the civil, niilitary, or naval 
service of a foreign governmout shall, without the written leave of tlio eoiiimandor 
of the military forces at New Orloaus, depart from that city on hoaid of any foreign 
ship of war, and that no foreign vessel of war sliall rocidvo on lioard and cairy from 
such city any such persons, who shall not have w^ritteii leave to depart, on lioard of 
such vessel. 

Under tlie direction of the Secretary 1 have now tlie lioiior to inform 
you that the general commanding the Departiiiciit of the (lulf has been 
required hy instructions this day ])re])ared, and which, with a copy of 
your communication, will be sent by the lirst mail to New Orleans, to 
issue and publish an order whicli shall give full (‘11e(*t to Llie desire of 
the President as the same is expressed by your letter. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

0. W WOLCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War, 


Waii Depautment, 
Washington City, JJecemher 18, 18G2. 
Generae Oomdg-. Dept, op the Gulp, 

New Orleans^ La, : 

Sir. : The Secretaiy of War directs me to inform you that he has this 
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day received from the Secretary of State a commumcatiou, dated on the 
current instant (of which a copy is herewith inclosedsignifying the 
desire of the President that for the reasons therein set forth— 

The commander of the United States forces at New Orleans he instmcted to issue 
and publish an order that hereafter no person not in the civil, military, or naval serv¬ 
ice of a foreign government shall, without the written leave of the commander of the 
military forces at Now Orleans, depart from that city on hoard of any foreign ship 
of war, and that no foreign vessel of war shall receive on board and carry from such 
city any such persons, who shall not have written leave to depart, on hoard of such 
vessel. 

Under the like direction of the Secretary of War you are now hereby 
instructed to issue and publish an order which shall give effect to the 
desire of the President as the same is expressed in the letter of the Sec¬ 
retary of State. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. P. WOLCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


Headquarters Department op the Guef, 

New Orleans^ Deceniher 18,1862. 

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief: 

General : Saibng from !New York Thursday, the 4tb of December, 
I reached this port on Sunday evening, the 14tb December, after a 
passage of ten days. 

The weather was delightful, every day ^nd night alike beautiful. 
Not a soul here anticipated our arrival, and scarcely a man on board 
ship suspected our destination until we were steaming up the Missis¬ 
sippi. 

-1 thousand troops have arrived here, and I find at this point 

about 10,000 men, with eight batteries of artiilery, making an effective 
total of-1 thousand men. 

With exception of General Emory^s command, the health and spirits 
of my own troops are excellent. Some cases of small-pox and measles 
appeared among the troops from Fortress Monroe. But few deaths have 
occurred and no serious inconvenience has arisen, except so far as it 
reduces the eflectivc force of that command. They brought these dis¬ 
eases with them to Fortress Monroe from Newport News. 

All of the transports were able to sail directly, except the Baltic, 
the Atlantic, and the Ericsson, of General Emory’s fleet. Troops and 
stores of these vessels will be transshipped at Ship Island for this port. 

The first rebel position on the Lower Mississippi is Baton Bouge, 
where there are r(*ported to be from 500 to 1,000 troops. Eighteen 
miles above Baton Bouge, at Port Hudson, is th^e second position, 
strongly fortilied, and held by a foi'ce of 10,000 or 15,000. 

Arriving at New Orleans on Sunday evening, 1 delivered to General 
Butler, on the same evening, your orders relieving him from the com¬ 
mand of this deiiartinciit. lie received it courteously, and has 
all the assistance 1 couhl wish in entering upon my duties. \\ ithout 
transshipping troops or stores, 10,000 men, Avitli a battei\\ oi arnimiy, 
sailed on Tuesday morning for Baton Eouge, under command oi Oren- 
eral Grover. I expect to learn to-morrow that we are in possession o 
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the town. As soon as the troops here can he consolidated with those 
of the fleet I shall move against Port Hudson, which commands the 
entrance to the Bed Eiver. Whatever may happen we shall not he 
idle. Hothing is known with certainty of the movements of our troops 
on the Upper Mississippi, hut it is reported from rebel sources that 
Commodore Porter has assaulted the rebel works at Vicksburg. I 
hope before the mail closes to have news from Vicksburg via Baton 
Eouge. Admiral Parragut, to whom I delivered a letter from the 
President, is here and earnest for work. He has given me every as¬ 
surance of hearty co-operation and support. His earnestness, enthu¬ 
siasm, and jfrankness delighted me, and I anticipate a most satisfactory 
result from our mutual labors. 

Without entering into any discussion of the administration of this 
department I am satisfled that the President will be confirmed, upon a 
full report of the facts, in the measures he has adopted. All the indi¬ 
cations of our campaign are auspicious, and I hope to make good the 
most sanguine anticipations in regard to my expedition. 

1 have not been able to obtain a report of the number of troops here, 
and the immediate departure of my own command for Baton Eouge has 
made it impossible to obtain a complete statement of the force now in 
the department. I hope by an early mail to forward a full report. 

Measures have been taken to discharge the transports at the earliest 
possible moment, in accordance with your instructions. All the troops 
sent to Baton Eouge sailed direct without transshipment. Upon the 
return of the vessels they will be ordered at once to New York. In my 
interview with Admiral Parragut I confidentially communicated to him 
your instructions in full. It seemed to be necessary and proper, inas¬ 
much as all our success must depend upon the united action of the two 
forces. 

I am gratified to be able to report that the possible supplies of forage, 
transportation, &c., from the country occupied is far greater than I had 
supposed. A captain in the rebel service came in yesterday. He re¬ 
ports 23,000 men, consisting chiefly of conscripts from the neighbor¬ 
ing States, at Port Hudson, and a division of the enemy, said among 
the rebels to be from California, to be marching toward Eed Eiver and 
the Mississippi. This man is known here, and is thought to be a relia¬ 
ble man. He has given valuable information of tlie topography of the 
country and the fortifications. 

I am, with much respect, your most obedient servant, 

N. I*. BAINKS, 

Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Department of i^he (Utlf, 

New OrJeaufij JJecember 19, 18C2. 

Captain HuaaiNS, U. S. N., 

Commanding Pampero^ off Pilottown: 

Ueneral Banks requests that you will coiumniiicato to the Charles 
Osgood and Shetucket, on their arrival, orders to go to Galveston and 
disembark there; also that you will or<ler the Qiiiiiey, on her arrival, 
to stay below the bar and report to these headquarters what trooi)s she 
has on board and await further orders. 

EICH^D B. lEWIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonelj Assistant Adjutant Oeyieral, 
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Hbadqttaetees Depaetmbnt of the Gulf, 

December 20,1862. 

Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Shbbman, Carrollton: 

Order to send the Twenty-third Connecticut to Galveston, issued Iasi 
night, is countermanded. 

By command— 

EICH’D B. lEWDir, 

IdeutenoMt-Oolonel, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Geneeal Oedees, ) Hdqes. Depabtment of the Gulp, 

Fo. 113. } Sew Orleans,. December 20,1862. 

Col. John S. Clark, aide-de-camp to the commanding general, is pro¬ 
visionally appointed provost-marshal-general of the Department of the 
Gulf. All applications for permission to trade or travel within the mili¬ 
tary lines of the department will be made to this officer. No permits 
will he given at present to travel or trade beyond the lines. 

No fees will be charged, received, or paid for the issue of permits 
either for travel or trade, and no exclusive privileges or monopofies will 
be recognized or encouraged. It is the desire of the commanding gen¬ 
eral to re-establish the privileges of intercourse and commerce within 
the lines upon the most liberal basis consistent with the interests of the 
Government. 

Such regulations as are necessary to maintain the rights of the Gov¬ 
ernment and to relieve well-disposed and loyal people will be promul¬ 
gated in general orders and printed upon such passes as shall be issued 
from the office of the provost-marshal-general or his deputies. All 
such regulations established for the protection of the Government will 
be enforced with relentless military rigor. Any person who seeks and 
accepts the favor of the Government and then violates the faith which 
he has pledged will be adjudged guilty of a flagitious crime and pun¬ 
ished without ai>peal or mercy. 

By command of Major-General Banks: . , , 

^ EIOH’P B. lEWIN, 

Ideutenant-Colonel .1 Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Geneeal Oedees, 
No. 114, 


) Hdqes. Defaetment of the Gulf, 

J.W. 1 New Orleans, December 21, 1862. 

Information has been received at these headquarters that publica¬ 
tions injurious to the character of soldiers of the United btates are cir¬ 
culated in the streets and that anonymous and threatening letters are 
sent to officers connected with the public service, touch pr.ictices are 
indecent, offensive, and criminal, and must be suppressed. 

The troops of this department are instructed to observe a respecttul 
deportment to all persons, and the same deference will be exacted trom 
all persons in their fiivor. Any attempt on the part ot any person what¬ 
ever, by offensive personal conduct, to excite passion, or ’^bh^h temls 
to personal altercation or controversy and the disturbance of the publi 
peace, will be punished with the sharpest severity known to nuhtary law. 

The commanding general requests that any violation of this ordei 
be reported to these headquarters or to the provost-marshal-generai. 

By command of Major-General Banks; ^ IE WIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-Gene)al. 
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Hbadquaetees Depaethbnt op thb Gulp, 

Nm OrUans, December 24,1862. 

Major-General Hallbck, 

Gommmder-in-Glmf, &6.: 

Gbneeal : I have the honor to inclose a copy of a proposition relat¬ 
ing to the revival of trade in this region, which I intend to make known 
to merchants and planters. It will not be published at present. It is 
represented to me that it will be well received. If so, I think all the 
interests of the Government are or may be secured. It seemed to me that 
trade east of the river should be cut off altogether. The destitution of 
the country is very great, and I am assured that the rebel Government 
has been compelled to consent informally to the propositions made to 
mo for liberty to exchange cotton for provisions, &c. l?or that reason 
I have declined aU proposals from that quarter. 

With great respect, I am, yours, &c., 

hr. P. BANKS, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosures.] 

Headquaeters Department op the Gulf, 

N'ew Orleans^ December 23,1862, 

Upon fall consideration of public affairs in the Department of the 
Gulf, and in view of the many consistent interests of the Government 
and the people, I am induced to offer to the planters living west of the 
Mississippi Eiver, without reference to past political opinions or rela¬ 
tions, an opportunity to seek the markets of the world for the sale of 
their products, upon the following conditions, to wit: That cotton, sugar, 
and other products consigned to agents or sent direct to this port may be 
sold in lifew Orleans, or such other markets as may be designated, at 
the highest price; that one-half of the net proceeds of sucli sale shall be 
paid to the agents, and one-half be retained by tlie Government as a 
guarantee for the good behavior of the agent or owner, snb.ject to be 
claimed by them at 4;he close of the war upon ])roof of just claims to 
favorable consideration on the part of the Government. Provisions 
and clothing to a limited extent consistent with interests and safety 
of the Government miglit be embraced in tlie returns of such sale, 
if desired. 

The Government is interested in the opening of trade, in the restora¬ 
tion of the constitutional relations betwetm th(^ sev(‘ral KStat(‘S and tlie 
United States, and especially in the revival of the aiici(mt pros]ierity of 
this the second commercial inetroimlis of the Ameri<*an (‘oiitinent. I de¬ 
sire it to bo understood tliat tliis proposition is proin|)t(‘d byjiiotnes 
consistent with the dignity of all parties interested and not by any con¬ 
sideration of public necessity. Cotton is not king; it is a s<‘rvant only. 
It is not a necessity, but aconvcnicnee. If its (*ultur(‘ fails on this 
tinent other climes will supply the public wants, ami substitutes will 
be found if it ceases to exist. Cotton is not king. Tlie alternative ol‘ 
the suggestion herein made is the subjection of th(» plant(*is to the ex¬ 
tortion of speculators in the sale of products and the fiiirchase of sniiplies 
or the destruction of their property by irriisponsible parties or iiublic 
enemies. Neither of these results is consistent with the interest or 
dignity of the Government or the i)eople. 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 
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Colleotoe’s Oeexob, DiaiRioT of Miasistiippi, 

Tangipahoa, December 13,1862. 

By virtue of the authority granted to me by the Hon. James A. Sed- 
don, Secretary of War of the Confederate States, for the purpose of 
introducing salt to supply the wants of the people of Louisiana within 
this collection district, permission is hereby granted to LeonPrevost a 
subject, to export from this district 100 bales of cotton, under the fol¬ 
lowing terms and conditions, viz; That the export duties provided by 
law shall be paid; that the cotton shall be exported to England, France 
or_ Spain, and consular certificates under consular seal furnished to 
this office that said cotton had or would be exported; that said cotton 
nor any portion should be sold, exported, or used in any part of or by 
any citizen of the United States, and that for the privilege of so export¬ 
ing the said Leon Prevost hereby binds himself and agrees for each 
and every bale of cotton so exported from this district to bring to 
an accessible point within this district 20 bags of salt of at least 200 
pounds’ weight, to be disposed of at such points, in such quantities, at 
public auction or otherwise, as the collector of this district may direct, 
said salt to be delivered within sixty days from the date of export of 
said cotton; and to secure the faithful performance of this agreement 
the said Leon Prevost has deposited in this office the sum of $5,000, or 
$50 a bale, which if the agreement is faithfully performed shall be re¬ 
turned to him, and if not shall be forfeited. 

This'agreement signed in duplicate this day. 

E. F. H. HATCH, 

Collector. 

L. PEBYOST. 

Executive Office, Jackson, Miss. 

I, George Leary, a subject of the Queen of England, hereby agree 
and bind myself to deliver at Ponchatoula, in the State of Louisiana, 
to agents to bo appointed by the Governor of the State of Mississippi, 
20,000 sacks of Liverpool salt, of good qualities, averaging 200 pounds 
to the sack, in consideration that the said agents shall deliver to me 
or my agents at Ponchatoula cotton of middling quality in exchange, 
at the rate of 400 pounds of cotton for 20 sacks of salt, the salt in all 
cases to be first delivered before the delivery of the corresponding 
amount of cotton; and I bind myseK that the cotton so delivered shall 
be shipped on foreign account to England, France, or Spain, and shall 
not be sold to the Government of the United States or the citizens 
thereof or to be consumed or manufactured therein; and before the 
shipment of the cotton aforesaid I will procure of the proper consul at 
New Orleans, under the consular seal, that the cotton so received at 
Ponchatoula is to be shipped on foreign account to England, France, 
or Spain, and exhibit the said declaration to the collector of the Con¬ 
federate States at Ponchatoula, the Governor agreeing on his pait to 
procure the proper license to shij) said cotton from the proi)ei' authori¬ 
ties of the Confederate States. 

Signed in Jackson this Gth day of December, A. D. 1SC2. 

GEOEGB LEARY, 

Per H. LEARY, 

Agent and Attorney-in-fact. 

JOHN J. PETTCS, 

Governor of Mhsissqjpi. 
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Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

December 24, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, GeneraUn-^Chief: 

General; Ho important change has occurred since my last dispatch. 
Some changes have been made in the disposition of the troops. The 
black regiments have been ordered to garrison the forts in connection 
with white companies, as also at Ship Island. It was deemed advisa¬ 
ble to strengthen somewhat the garrisons, thus enabling me to concen¬ 
trate more completely the available forces for ulterior movements. The 
blacks are also in better position for themselves and the Government. 
General Emory arrived on the 22d. His command is at Carrollton, but 
will move up the river immediately. General Grover’s reports are for¬ 
warded with this mail. Hothing important has occurred there during 
the week. The troops are organizing and drilling with success and are 
in the best spirits. There has been considerable difficulty in obtaining 
exact information of the condition and localities of the forces here and 
in consolidating the new and the old regiments. This has been accom¬ 
plished in a satisfactory manner. The schedule of division and brigade 
organizations will be forwarded. 

The labor of receiving and receipting for the stores and supplies and 
of private property held by the Government has been very great. The 
condition of affairs here made it necessary that a minute examination 
and record should be made of all property receipted for, in order that 
my officers should be able to start with full understanding of their re¬ 
sponsibilities and duties. Many things of great importance not imme¬ 
diately connected with military operations have occupied my attention 
since my arrival. General Butler has afforded me all the assistance I 
could ask. 

Applications have been made for permission to transport 500 laborers 
to Vera Oruz. I have not thought it consistent with the interests of 
the Government, and have declined to give permission. Application 
has been made also to purchase and transport niiilos to Mexico for the 
use of the French Government. Admiral Eeynaud, commodore of the 
French fleet, among others, has «asked the consent of Government 
for this purpose. I decline all these propositions on the ground that 
they are needed here. If other views are entertained at Washington 
1 hope to receive instructions. 

We have no news from Vicksburg yet. Port Hudson remuins as at 
my last dispatch. Wo hope to move up the river at tli(‘ close of this 
week. There are about 5,000 men at Mobile. Itoporls are in circula¬ 
tion as to the iron vessels said to be in ])reparation at S(‘lma. It is 
ascertained with considerable certainly that the railroad between 
Jackson and Selma is not completed. It has lK‘eii rc^ported oth(Twise. 
There is great destitution among the people and troops. A deserter 
from Mobile as late as Friday last says, If no relief is fnnn\shed them 
soon the people will call for the assistance of our Government.” From 
the same source we get information of the concentration of all their 
strength at Vicksburg and Port Hudson. 

Great apprehension has been felt here among the planters and others 
on account of threatened movements by the slaves at Christmas and 
Hew Year. The French admiral and the French consul have called 
my attention to this subject. It seemed proper on general grounds that 
the President’s proclamation of September 22 should be promulgated 
here, and the exigencies of the hour made it more necessary. I have 
therefore given it official publication, with explanations and instruc- 
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tions to the troops as the occasion seemed to call for. A copy is in¬ 
closed. 

An attack "was made two days since npon a trading vessel by gueril¬ 
las a few miles below Baton Eouge. One man was killed; 1 seWely 
and 3 slightly^ wounded. Eothing was known of the movements of 
this vessel until the affair was over, and she had no authority to enter 
upon this trade on the river. I believe it to he an affair of speculators. 

Eeports published here as to attacks on Port Hudson are without 
any foundation. 

We suffer very greatly from the want of cavalry. I have directed 
some companies to be extemporized from the infantry, and hope that 
the Ehode Island Cavalry (two squadrons) which arrived at Hew York 
before I left may soon be here. The Porty-second Massachusetts Vol¬ 
unteers has been sent to Galveston Island. 

The naval authorities render the heartiest co-operation, and I am 
greatly gratified by the course of Admiral Parragut and his associates. 

We have much to do, but shall lose no time. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your most obedient serv¬ 
ant, 

H. P. BAHKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Indosure.] 

Headquarters Department oe the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ Decmher 24, 1862. 

To the People of Louisiana : 

In order to correct public misapprehension and misrepresentation, 
for the instruction of the troops of tins department and the information 
of all parties in interest, official publication is herewith made of the 
proclamation by the President of the United States relating to the sub¬ 
ject of emancipation. In the examination of the document it will be 
observed: 

I. That it is the declaration of a purpose only—the fall execution of 
which is contingent upon an official designation by the President to be 
made on the 1st day of January next of the States and parts of States, 
if any, which are to be affected by its provisions. 

U. That the fact that any State is represented in good faith in the 
Congress of the United States is conclusive evidence, in the absence of 
strong countervailing testimony, that such State and the people there¬ 
of are not in rebellion against the United States. 

III. That the State of Louisiana has not yet been designated by the 
President as in rebellion nor any part thereof, and that it has complied 
with all the conditions of the proclamation respecting representation. 

lY. That pecuniary aid to States not in rebellion which may here¬ 
after provide for immediate or gradual emancipation, the colonization 
of persons of African descent elsewhere, and the compensation of all 
citizens who have remained loyal for all losses by acts of the United 
States, including slaves, are among the chief recommendations ot this 
important paper. 

It is manifest that the changes suggested therein and which may 
hereafter be established do not tahe efect within this State on the 1st 
of January proximo nor at any ];)recise period which can now be desig¬ 
nated, and I call upon all persons, ol‘ whatever estate, condition, or 
degree—soldiers, citizens, or slaves—to observe this material and impor¬ 
tant fact, and to govern themselves accordingly. All unusual public 
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demonstration, of whatever character, will be for the present suspended* 
Provost-marshals, officers, and soldiers are enjoined to prevent any dis¬ 
turbance of the public peace. The slaves are advised to remain upon 
their plantations until their privileges shaM have been definitely estab¬ 
lished. They may rest assured that whatever benefit the Government 
intends will be secured to them, but no man can be allowed in the 
present condition of affairs to take the law into his own hands. If they 
seek the protection of the Government they should wait its pleasure. 
Officers invested with command will be vigilant in the discharge of 
their duties. Leave of absence from camp will not be permitted ex¬ 
cept in cases of great emergency. Soldiers enrolled in the regiments of 
ISTative Guards will not be allowed for the present to visit the localities 
of their enlistment nor will visitors be received unnecessarily in their 
camps. These regulations, enforced with all troops of the United States 
in the localities where they are enlisted, are now imperatively neces¬ 
sary. These troops will be confined to the duty specified in general 
orders, and will not be charged with special authority in making 
searches, seizures, or arrests* It is my purpose to execute faithfully 
all the orders of the Government, and I assume the responsibility of 
these instructions as consistent therewith and require prompt and 
faithful execution thereof. 

Public attention is called to the act of Congress cited in the procla¬ 
mation which forbids the return of fugitives by officers of the Army. 
IsTo encouragement will be given to laborers to desert their employers, 
but no authority exists to compel them to return. It is suggested to 
planters that some plan be adopted by which an equitable proportion 
of the proceeds of the crops of the coming year, to be hereafter deter¬ 
mined upon the judgment of honorable men justly representing the 
different interests involved, be set apart and reserved for the support 
and compensation of labor. 

The war is not waged by the Government for the overtlirow of slavery. 
The President has declared, on the contrary, that it is to restore the 
‘‘constitutional relations between the United States and oacli of tlie 
States” in which tliat relation is or may be suspended. The resolutions 
passed by Congress before the w\ar, with almost unanimous consent, 
recognized the rights of States in this regard. Vermont has recently 
repealed the statutes supposed to be inconsistent tlierewithj Massa¬ 
chusetts had done so before. Slavery existed by consent and consti¬ 
tutional guaranty; violence and war will inevitably bring it to an end. 
It is impossible that any military man, in the event of continued war, 
should counsel the preservation of slave pro])erty in the reb(‘l States. 
If it is to be preserved war must cease and the former constitutional 
relations be again established. The first gun at Sninter ])roclaimed 
emancipation. The continuance of the contest tliero commenced will 
consummate that end, and the history of the age will leave no other 
permanent trace of the rebellion. Its leaders will havi* accom])lishod 
what other men could not have done. The boldest Abolitionist is a 
cipher when compared with the leaders of the rebellion. What mystery 
pervades the works of Providence I We submit to its decrees, but stand 
confounded at the awful manifestatiou of its wisdom and ])ower. The 
great problem of the age, apparently environed with labyrintliic compli¬ 
cations, is likely to be suddenly lifted out of human hands. We may 
control the incidents of the contest, but we cannot circumvent or defeat 
the end. It will be left us only to assuage the horrors of internecine 
conflict and to procrastinate the processes of transition. Local and 
national interests are therefore alike dependent upon the sux)pression 
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of the rebellion. Ii^'o pecuniary sacrifice can be too great an equivalent 
for peace. But it should be permanent peace and embrace all subjects 
of discontent. It is written on the blue arch above us; the distant 
voices of the future, the waves that beat our coast, the skeletons that 
sit at our tables and fill the vacant places of desolate and mourning 
firesides, all cry out that this war must not be repeated hereafter. 

Contest in public as in social life strengthens and consolidates broth¬ 
erly aftection. England, France, Austria, Italy—every land fertile 
enough to make a history has had its desolating civil wars. It is a 
baseless nationality that has not tested its strength against domestic 
enemies. The success of local interests narrows the destiny of a people, 
and is followed by secession, poverty, and degradation. A divided 
country and perpetual war make possession a delusion and life a calam¬ 
ity. The triumph of national interests widens the scope of human his¬ 
tory, and is attended with peace, prosperty, and power. It is out of 
such contests that great nations are born. 

What hallowed memories float around us! Is ew Orleans is a shrine 
as sacred as Bunker Hill! On the Aroostook and Oregon the names 
of Washington, Jackson, and Taylor are breathed with as deep a rev¬ 
erence as on the James or the Mississippi. Let us fulfill the conditions 
of this last great trial, and become a nation, a grand nation, with sense 
enough to govern ourselves and strength enough to stand against the 
world united. 

H. P. BAXKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

[Annex.] 

General Orders, \ War Dept., Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

Ko. 139. ) Washington^ Septeyyiber 24,1862. 

The following proclamation by the President is published for the in¬ 
formation and government of the Army and aU concerned: 

By the President of the United States of Atvierioa. 

A PEOCLAJyiATION. 

^^I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of America, and 
Oommander-in-Ohief of the Army and li^avy thereof, do hereby pro¬ 
claim and declare that hereafter, as heretofore, the war will be prose¬ 
cuted for the object of practically restoring the constitutional relation 
between the United States and each of the States and the people 
thereof in which States that relation is or may be su^pended or dis¬ 
turbed. That it is my purpose, upon the next meeting of Congress, to 
again recommend the adoption of a practical measure teiidoiiug pecu¬ 
niary aid to the free acceptance or rejection of all slave States, so called, 
the people whereof may not then be in rebellion against the I uited 
States, and which States may then have voluntarily adopted, or there¬ 
after may voluntarily adopt, immediate or gradual abolishment of 
slavery within their respective limits; and that the ettort to colonize 
persons of African descent, with their consent, upon this continent or 
elsewhere, with the previously obtained consent of the governments 
existing there, will be continued. 

^‘That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thou¬ 
sand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within 
any State or designated part of a State the people whereof shall then 
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t>e in rebellion against the "CTnited States shall be then, thenceforward, 
and forever free; and the executive government of the United States, 
including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and 
Tuainf^gin the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to re¬ 
press such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for 
their actual freedom. 

“That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by 
proclamation, designate the States and parts of States, if any, in 
which the people thereof respectively shall then be in rebellion against 
the United States; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof, 
shall on that day be in good faith represented in the Congress of the 
United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a ma¬ 
jority of the qualified voters of such State shall have participated shaU, 
in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive 
evidence that such State and the people thereof are not then in rebell¬ 
ion against the United States. 

“That attention is hereby called to an act of Congress entitled ‘An 
act to make an additional article of war,’ approved March 13, 1862, 
and which act is in the words and figure following: 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Bepres&niatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, TJiat hereafter the following shall be promulgated as an addi¬ 
tional article of war for the government of the Army of the United States and shall 
be obeyed and observed as such : 

Art. —. All officers or persons in the military or naval service of the United States 
are prohibited from employing any of the forces under their respective commands 
for the purpose of returning fugitives from service or labor who may have escaped 
from any persons to whom such service or labor is claimed to be due; and any officer 
who shall be found guilty by a court-martial of violating this article shall be dis¬ 
missed from the service. 

Sec. Ji. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take oflcct from and after its 
passage. 

“Also to the ninth and tenth sections of an act entitled ^An act to 
suppress insurrection, to punish treason and rebellion, to seize and con¬ 
fiscate property of rebels, and for other purposes,’ appi'oved July 17, 
1862, and which sections are in the words and figures following: 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all slaves of persons avIio shall liereafter be 
engaged in rebellion against the Government of the United Slates, or who shall in 
any way give aid or comfort thereto, escaping from such p(‘isoiis and taking refiige 
within the line of the Army; and all slaves captured fiom siicli jau-sons or (l(3serted 
by them, and coming under the control of the Government of the United States: 
and all slaves of such persons found on [or] being within any i>lace occupied by rebel 
forces and afterwards occupied by the forces of the United States shall bo doomed 
captives of war, and shall bo forever jfreo of their sorvitiido an<l not again Indd as 
slaves. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That no slave (‘scajiing into any State, T('rritory, or 
the District of Columbia fioin any other State shall be deli vorod up or in any way im¬ 
peded or hindered of his liberty, except for crime or some otlcnso against the laws, un¬ 
less the person claiming . ^ shall lirst make oath that lh(‘ person to whom the 

labor or service of such i ■ lileged to be due is his lawful owner, and lias not 
borne arms against the I ■ es in the present ri^bollion nor in any way given 

aid and comfort thereto; and no person engaged in the military or naval service of 
the United States shall under any pretense whatevm* assume to decide on the validity 
of the claim of any person to the service or labor of any other person or surrender up 
any such person to the claimant, on pain of being dismissed from the service. 

“And I do hereby enjoin upon and order all persons engaged in the 
military and naval service of the United States to observe, obey, and 
enforce within their respective spheres of service the act and sections 
above recited. 

“And the Executive will in due time recommend that all citizens of 
the United States who shall have remained loyal thereto throughout 
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the rebellion shall (upon the restoration of the constitutional relation 
between the United States and their respective States and people, if 
that relation shall have been suspended or disturbed) be compensated 
for all losses by acts of the United Siates, including the loss of slaves. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal 
of the United States to be afiSixed. 

‘‘Done at the city of Washington the twenty-second day of Septem¬ 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
[SEAL.] sixty-two, and of the Independence of the United States the 
eighty-seventh. 

‘^ABEAHAM LINCOLN. 

“By the President: 

“William H. Sbwaed, 

Secretary of State.^ 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

L. THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department op the Gulf, 

No. 117. ) New Orleans^ JDec&tnler 24, 1862. 

I. Owing to the necessities of the service, and to preserve the reputa¬ 
tion of the army, aU horses, mules, wagons, carriages, and other means 
of transportation in the possession of officers, soldiers, or employes of 
the Government in this city and throughout the department will be 
delivered to the chief quartermaster or such officers of his department 
as he may designate. Horses, wagons, &c., which have been purchased 
in the State of Louisiana by such parties must be reported and regis¬ 
tered at the office of the chief quartermaster. A certified copy of the 
bill of sale, giving the date, place of purchase, from whom bought, and 
amount paid, with a description of the property, will be deposited at 
the same time. Officers entitled to horses, and having them in posses¬ 
sion, as above stated, may have them appraised and paid for by getting 
proper authority so to do. 

All commanding officers, provost-marshals, quartermasters, and other 
military agents of the Government are directed to enforce this order. 
Every violation or evasion of it will be reported to the chief quarter¬ 
master. 

II. The chief quartermaster will cause all seized or confiscated houses 
not assigned by his authority to be vacated without delay. Eegimental 
officers will be provided with quarters near their regiments. 

III. All general and staff officers regulaiiv assigned to duty in this 
city will be paid cominiitatiou of quarters and fuel, pro\ided fuel is not 
issued in kind, and that no such officer occupy a seized or confiscated 
house or other building rented for the Government. 

All houses irregularly seized, occupied, or confi.scated will be dis¬ 
posed of by the chief quartermaster, who will, as far as practicable, 
deliver them to responsible persons, to be held by them subject to the 
future disposition of the Government. 

The provost-marshal will give any assistance necessary to carry out 
this order. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

KICH^D B. lEWIN, 

Lieutena7it-Golonelj Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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General Orders, ) Hdqes. Department of the Gulf, 

IJo. 118. S Orleans^ December 24,1862. 

Applications for the suspension of tlie order closing certain churclies 
in the city of New Orleans have been presented to the military governor 
of the State and by him referred to the major-general commanding. 
An omission in the church service, assumed to have been made by di¬ 
rection of the church government, is understood to have been the basis 
of this order. Where the head of the state is also the head of the 
church an omission like that referred to would be in contravention 
of political authority; but the Government does not here assume that 
power, and the case presented does not seem to require a continued in¬ 
tervention of military authority. The order is therefore provisionally 
rescinded, and the churches will be opened as heretofore on and after 
Christmas Day. This decision is based upon the negative character of 
the offense charged. 

The commanding general desires it to be understood, however, that 
clergymen are subject to the restrictions imposed upon all other men. 
They well know the extent of their privileges. No appeal to the pas¬ 
sions or prejudices of the people or to excite hostility to the Govern¬ 
ment, whether in the form of prayer, exhortation, or sermon, nor any 
offensive demonstration, whether open or covert, can be allowed. As 
public teachers, ministers should give some guaranty of their purpose 
to the public. 

The commanding general is indisposed to interfere with the rights of 
others, or to submit to the interference of others with the rights of the 
Government, which relies upon its justice and power, and not upon the 
consent of its opponents for the success of its measures. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EIOffD B. lEWIN, 

LieiitenanPGolonel^ Assista7it Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

No. 120. ) JS^eio Orleans, December 26, 1862. 

The following proclamation is published to the troops of this depart¬ 
ment for the information and government of all concerned : 

PROCLAMATIOX. 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Xew Orleans, December 16, 1862. 

In obedience to orders fi’om the President I have assumed command of the Depart¬ 
ment of the Gulf, to which is added by his special order the State of Texas. 

The duty with which I aui charged rei|uireb mo to assist in the restoration of the 
Government of the United States, It it> my desire to secure to the people of every 
class all ihe privileges of possession and enjoyment which are consistent with iniblic 
safety or which it is possible for a heuehcent and just government to confer. 

In the execution of the high trust with v hich 1 am charged I rely upon the co¬ 
operation and counsel of all loyal and \\( 11-disposed people and upon the manifest 
interest of those dependent upon the piirauits of peace, as well as upon the support 
of naval and land forces. 

My instructions require me to treat as enemies those who are enemies, hut I shall 
gladly regard as friends those who are fiicnds. No restrictions will be placed upon 
the freedom of individuals which are not imperatively demanded by considerations 
of public safety, but while their claims will be liberally considered it is due also to 
them to state that all the rights of the Goveiiiment wilf be unflinchingly maintained. 
Respectful consideration and prompt reparation v ill he accorded to all persons who 
are wronged in liody or e&tate by those under my command. 
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The Government does not profit by the prolongation of civil contests or the private 
orpubiic sufferings vrhicli attend it. Itstruitsure not etpiaily distributed. In the 
disloyal States desolation has empire on the sea and on the land. In the North the 
war is an abiding sorrow, hut not yet a calamiry. It* ^ and towns are increas¬ 
ing in population, wealth, and power. The refugees from the South alone compen¬ 
sate in great part for the terrible decimations of battle. 

The people of this department who are dispo.sed to state their fortunes and their 
lives upon resistance to the Government may widely reflect upon the immutable con¬ 
ditions which surround them. The valley of the Mia.-is^lppi is the cho-en seat of 
population, product, and power on this continent. In a lew years ‘Jo,0U0,0U0 people, 
unsurpassed in material resources and capacity' for war, will swarm upon its fertile 
rivers. Those who assume to set conditions on their esotlus to the Gulf count upon 
a power not given to man. The country washed by the waters of The Ohio, the Mis¬ 
souri, and the Mississippi can never he permanently sevcied. If one generation 
basely barters away its rights immortal honors will rest ui>ou another that reclaims 
them. 

Let it never be said, either, that the East and the IVest may be separated. Thirty 
days' distance from the markets of Europe may satisfy the wants of Louidana and 
Arkansas, but it will not answer the demands of Illinois and Ohio. The vallev 
of the iMississippi will have its deltas upon the Atlantic. The physical force of 
the West 'wHl debouch upon its shores with a power as resistless as the torrents 
of its giant rivers. This country cannot be permanently divided. Ceaseless wars 
may drain its blood and treasure; domestic tyrants or foreign foes may grasp the 
scepter of its power, but its destiny will remain unchanged. It will still be united. 
God has ordained it. What avails then the destruction of the best government 
ever devised by man—the self-adjusting, self-correcting Cons>nitutiou of the United 
States. 

People of the Southwest! WTiy uot accept the conditions imxmsed by the imperious 
necessities of geographical configurations and commercial supremacy and re-establi>h 
your ancient prosperity and renown ? Why not become the founders of States which, 
as the enirepdt and depot of your own central and upper valleys, may stand in the 
affluence of their resources without superior and in the privileges of the people with¬ 
out a peer among the nations of the earth ? 

N. P. BANKS. 

Major-G-eneralf Commanding, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs, Department of the Gulp, 

Ko. 121. 5 2s€ic Orleans, December 28, iS62. 

The major-general commanding has received information of a pro¬ 
posed repudiation of cliecks issued by the Xew Orleans City Eailroad 
Company, which have been used for many months vrithout restidction 
by all classes of people as currency. In the ordinary transactions of 
business these cheeks have been received by ofieers and soldiers of the 
army and by the laboring and poorer cla>ses of the conimLiniry. They 
represent nearly the entire ]Jossess:on of the latter clas-^i. It is impossi¬ 
ble that they can have been thus generally eironlatod vrithout the knowl¬ 
edge of the parties authorizing their isMie, and eveiy con5,ideration of 
justice and public interest requires tb»-ir reuein]Jtioii. If eoimteifeits 
have been imposed u])on the comiaunity the :e>pon.^ibih:y rf the Mip- 
pression and detection of the ollenders must iv.-st upjii the original par¬ 
ties in interest and not upon the community. 

No analogy can be propeily drawn from the ’.rractxrc of banking in¬ 
stitutions in similar cases. Their pri\:loge55 and res; oMsdidines are 
established and limite-d by law. These check> uiv vlrhout law. and 
those who issue them must accept the ri.shs with the advantages attend¬ 
ing their acts. The commanding general, in cons.ideratiun of all the 
facts, advises their immediate redemption. The iiiobt ample protec¬ 
tion will be furnished the parties hereafter, either to prevent their cir- 
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culation as currency, if desired, or by inflicting such summary punish¬ 
ment on counterfeiters as 'will make the issue of spurious checks im¬ 
possible. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EIOH’D B. lEwnr, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


' December 29, 1862—6 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. E. P. Banks, 

Gomdg, Department of the Qulf, New Orleaiis, La.: 

Gbneeal: I have just received written information from one of my 
spies that the force at Port Hudson is 15,000 men. Twenty-nine heavy 
pieces of artillery arc in position bearing on the river. The position 
is intrenched on the land side. 

They have eleven pieces of field artillery but no siege pieces for de¬ 
fense on the land side. 

The rebel troops subsist on &esh beef and corn bread and have 
plenty of it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WBITZEL, 

Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers. 


Special Orders, > Hdqrs. Department of the Gtilf, 

Ho. 599. ) New Orleans, December 30, 1862. 

III. The following-named regiments are organized itito brigades 
as follows, and constitute a division, to be commanded by Brig. Greii. 
Cuvier Grover: 

First Brigade^ to he commanded hy Brig, Gen. ]YiUiam Dwight, —Sixth 
New York, Colonel Wilson; Twelfth Maine, Colonel Kimball; Twenty- 
second Maine, Col. S. G. Jerrard; One hundred and thirty-hrst New 
York, Colonel Turnbull. 

Second Brigade^ to he commanded hy the senior colonel. —Ninth Con¬ 
necticut, Colonel Cahill; Forty-iirst Massachusetts, Colonel Cliicker- 
ing; Fifty-second Massachusetts, Colonel Greenleaf; Twenty-lbiirlh 
Connecticut, Colonel Manslield. 

Third Brigade, to he commanded hy the senior colonel, —Thirty-first 
Massachusetts, Colonel Gooding; Twenty-fifth Connecticut, Cldonel 
Bissell; Twenty-sixth Maine, Colonel Hubbard; One hundred and fifty- 
ninth New York, Colonel Molineiix. 

The artillery and cavalry will he under the immediate orders of the 
division commanders. 

The other regiments at Baton Rouge will be tomiiorarily assigned by 
General Grover, for purpose of administration, discipline, and instruc¬ 
tion, to these brigades. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

RICn^D B. IRWIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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distract from Return of the Department of the Gulf MaU Gen. X P. Danlcs commanding, 
for the month of Deoeniber, 1862 (headgitarteh, 2^ew Orleans, La.). 
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Baton Bongo, La., Brig. Gon. C. Grover . 

I ■ 1 

1 9 

TnffiTit.i^.-...-_____ _ 

9 5^6 

11, 393 
309 
3GG 


' ’349 1 

1 319 

Artillery. 

; s 

Total. 

528 

1 10,054 1 

11,057 1 

14,339 

Carrollton, La., Brig. Gen. T. W. Sherman and staff. 

C 

2b3 
•) 1 


0 

6,793 1 
45 1 
203 1 

.6 


1 ^ 


41 

, 239 


Artillei^ ..-....... 

10 ! 

2 k 


Total..... 

1 'in 1 A Cv7 

0 107 1 

7 854 





Biig. Gen. G. ‘Weitzel and staff. 

9 

63 

1 

1 9 ' 

2,216 

1 205 

250 

9 

Tnt'n'nti’y_ . __ . 

2 JS 

0 v> \ 

Oavalry_.......___ _ 

7 

“’2b3 

303 

A rtiiUery_..._....._____' 

8 




Total. 

b7 

1 2,2J5l 

2,746 

3,113 

PfiTisneola, Pla., Brig. Gen. N. Dow and staff__' 

' 2 


2 

"3 

l,8b5 

3G1 

Infantry.1 

Artillery.1 

1 72 

1 10 

1,13^ 

253 

1, 726 
3J9 

Total. 

84 i 

1 1.391 

2. 057 

2,249 

Defenses of New Orleans, Col. T. TT. Caliill. 

Infantry. ..-...^ 

SO 

i ?.‘J7 

2 ,' 95 

2, 951 

Arfiillery_____...... 

10 

uCL) 

1_9 




Total. 

00 

' 1 , 01 ? 

2 , 101 

3, “bO 



Independent commands.......... 

371 

1 S,(JU 

10 , 210 

"Il.Ti? 


Grn,7nl ^^1 _-_-.... 


1 -9, T.'s * 

30, 5l t 

42,174 



Bemarks on Original Beturn—T he last ■»' paitment Avas for Iho nioirh of ji- 


tomber. It is almost impossiblo to account 
tlie figures. 


December 31,1862. 


aggregates Antbout nierclj loiciug 

KTCU’D r> iRwrr, 

Ai’iiiu nt A<ij'aunt‘Gti t,i d 


Organization of troops in the Departmeat of the Gulf como'ChK^id hg 2[(ij. 
Gen, Nathaniel P, Banl:s (headquartersj 2\ew Orleans, Otantber 
31 , 1802 . 

Grover’s Division (not yet Lrigadod).* 

Brig. Gcu. C. GroVER eoiuiRauding. 


13tli Conuocticut. 
24th Counectient. 
2oth Conueelicut. 
2(1 Louibiana. 
12th Maine. 

22d Maine. 

26th Maine. 

41b L Massachusetts. 


52(.l JMa^snclin^ettb. 
Gth Nt Ar Yvri k 
9lbt Nt w Yoih. 
lolst NtAS Y(uk. 

New Yelk. 
ICOth No AY York. 
IClst NeAV York. 
IT.hl NeAvYoil. 


*So says original return, hut for Grover’s division, see Special Ciders, No. 599, De- 
cemher 30, p. 626, 
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Orgammtion of troops in the Department of the Gulf —Continued. 

Grover’s Divtsxon (not yet brigaded)—Continued. 


174tli New York. 

4tli Wisconsin. 

1st Louisiana Cavalry, Co. C. 

2d Mass. Unattaolied CavaJiy, Co. B. 


2d Massachusetts Battery. 

1st U. S. Artillery, Battery L. 
2d U. S. Artillery, Battery C. 


Sherman’s Division (not yet brigaded).* 


Brig. Gen. T. W. Sherman commanding. 


26th Connecticut. 
14th Maine. 

31st Massachusetts. 
42d Massachusetts. 
6th Michigan. 

15th New Hampshire. 
16th New Hampshire, 
noth New York. 


114th New York. 

156th New York. 

160th New York. 

162d New York. 

2d Massachusetts Cavalry, Co. A. 
18th Now York Battery. 

1st Vermont Battery. 


Eeserve Brigade. 


Brig, Gen. G. Weitzel commanding. 


12th Connecticut. 

1st Louisiana. 

75th New York. 

1st Louisiana Cavalry, Co’s A and B. 


2d Massachusetts Cavahy, Co. B. 
Ibt Maine Battery. 

6th Massachusetts Battorj\ 


9th Connecticut. 
26rh Massachusetts. 
. 30th Massachusetts. 


Defenses of New Orleans. 


Col. T. W. Cahill commanding. 

I 1st U. S. Artillery, Batteries A and F. 
5th U. S. Artillery, Battery G. 


District of Pensacola. 

Brig. Gen. Neal Dow commanding. 

28th Connecticut. I 7th Vermont. 

15th Maine. | 2d U. S. Artillery, Batteiies HandK. 


Independent Commands. 


23d Connecticut. ^ 

21st Indiana. 

Ibt Louisiana Native Guards. 
2d Louisiana Native Guaivls. 
3d Louisiana Nati\ e Guards, 
loih Maine, 
bth Now Hampshire. 


128th New York. 

165tli New York. 

177tli New York. 

8lh Vermont. 

1st Texas Cavalry. 

Louisiana Aitillery (one comi>atiy). 
4th Masaacliubctts Battery. 


IlEADQUARTEiiy, Densacola^ Janiiarij 1, 18G3. 
Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, Comdg, Dept, of the Gulf: 

Genckal : Soou after I came to lids district J was iidbrmod tliat in 
the neigbboriu^i' towns were many houses of rebels abandoned, with all 
their contents, by the owners, who had |n»one into Alabama. 

I caused the furniture of these liouses to be brought to Pensacola and 
distributed among the officers at their quarters and to the hospital. I 
communicated immediately on the suljject with General Butler. A day 
or two befoie your arrival be ordered this to be sold at auction on ac¬ 
count of the Government, but on your arrival he recalled the order, 


See note, p. 627. 
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leaving the matter to your disposal. Unless it is sold it vdll be left on 
an evacuation of the place to any one who chooses to take it, as the 
city is occupied almost exclusively by poor whites, who have come in 
from the surrounding country to avoid starvation and the conscription. 
Yery few of the Pensacola people remain in the place. 

Yerv respectfully, yours, 

]^EAL DOW. 


Headquahters, 
JPenaacoTa^ January 2, 1863. 

Eear-Admiral FAUUAauT, 

Commanding Naval Forces in the Gulf: 

Dear Admiral: On the 24th ultimo I sent an ox])edition of 23 men, 
under Lieutenant Stewart, of the Ninety-first New York Volunteers, to 
seize a steamer lying in the Choctawhatehie Liver about 300 miles from 
its mouth. 

At East Pass Mr. Bruner, of the blockading schooner, volunteered to 
join the party to seize a schooner lying near the steamer. During the 
march of 41 miles Mr. Bruner was very earnest to return, as citizens 
said there were several comj)anies of rebel cavalry in the neighbor¬ 
hood, but my officer refused to retreat. At 23 miles from the vessel 
they were assured that she was sunk, and Mr. Bruner insisted upon a 
retreat. My officer said he would have a piece of the steamer if he had 
to dive for it, and immediately started off on a gallop, only a gui :e ac¬ 
companying him, and pushed through without sleeping ami seized the 
steamer at daylight the next morning. My officer sent word back to 
the party by a citizen, and proceeded immediately to haul the vessel 
into the "middle of the river and to make the wheel-hon^e bullet-proof, 
as he expected to be attacked by guerrillas. 

In about twbnty-four hours the party arrived. My officer took on 
board some articles from Mr. Bruner’s vessel and proceeded to thi-.port. 
On his arrival hero Mr, Bruner took the steamer to the navy-yaid to 
land his tilings, telling my officer that he would return lier next da^ at 
1 p. m., since which time I have not seen him or the steamer. 

I addressed a note to the senior naval officer in command on this 


station, but he declines to take the smallest notice of it, retaining tlie 
steamer. The schooner was in the iiver, but Mr. Bruner declined to 
take it along, on the ground that there was not time. 

i am sure, my dear admiral, that y(Ai will not countenar.ee this pro¬ 
ceeding unless you think it rlglit and proper. 

1 am, V(TV truly, yours, 

Nf.A'. DOW, 

Brigadier-Gc.ten d, Coi.tfHandrng. 


Headqijartebs DEnAUT:\irNT or the Gulf, 

Xe^c JiniKcny 2, 1863. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War^ Wasliingfo-.^ J), C>: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge r(*eelpt of letter of the 18th 
ultimo, inclosing letter from Department of Staf^\ In a^eordance with 
its instructions the inclosed order has been [published. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-Oeneml, Commanding. 
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[Inclosuro.] 

Geihseal Oedees, > Hdqes. Depaetment op the Gulf, 

JS’o. 1. f Neio Orleans^ January 1,1803. 

In obedience to instructions from the Government of the United 
States the commanding general gives notice that from and after this 
date no person not in the civil, military, or naval service of a foreign 
government v^ill be permitted to depart from the city of jtvTew Orleans 
on board of any foreign ship of war without the written permission of 
the commander of the military forces in Few Orleans, and that no for¬ 
eign vessel of war will receive "on board or carry from this city any such 
person who shall not have received written permission to depart on 
hoard of such vessel from the commander of the military forces in this 
city. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EIOH’D B. IBWIF, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Assutant Adjutant-General, 


Pkoyost-Marshal^s Office, 

Baton Eouge^ La,^ January 3, 18G3. 

In compliance with Special Orders, Fo. 10, of which the following is 
a copy; 

Special Orders, \ Headquarters United States Forces, 

No. 10. 5 Baton JRouge^ La.j Dcceinhir 31, 1862. 

A board, consisting of the following-named copimissioned officers, will assemble in 
the building of the provost-marshal on Thursday, January 1,1863, at 9 o’clock a. m., 

f'Tf ' p ..•> \' • cause of the fire andothercircumstancescoimcotod 

!-g <• ;■: at this place on tho 28th day of December, 1862. 

Permission is given to send for persons to give evidence upon the sulyect. 

The senior member will record tho proceedings of the board. ♦ 

Detail f(yi' the 'board. —Lieut. Col. G. A. Draper, One hundred and lift y-ninlh New 
York Volunteers j C apt. William J. Denslow, Sixth New York Volunteers; Capt. John 
L. Swift, Forty-first Mas'^achusetts Volunteers: 

By order of C. Grover, brigadier-general commanding: 

JOSEPH IIIBBERT, Jr., 

Asaislant Adjntant-Genciah 

The constituted members of the hoard therein named convened at 
the place of designation at 0 o’clock a m. January 1, 1803, aud com¬ 
menced their investigation. 

The board carefully examined all those officers and persons who had 
police jurisdiction of the State-house and its grounds with reference to 
the regulations and system of admission to the building. It found that 
the rules were exceedingly strict and rigidly enforced. 

The main portion of the building was occupied by the assistant pro¬ 
vost-marshal, having in charge political and military prisoners. These 
were confined in a large room on the first floor, and no access whatev^or 
to the remainder of the building was allowed them. Fo enlisted men or 
citizens were permitted to visit tho building without written consent 
from the provost-marshal or general commanding. Smoking by com¬ 
missioned officers who had the jjrivilego of access was specially pro¬ 
hibited, and we could not hear after thorough inquiry of any violation 
of these rules. 

The rear portion of the building was used by tlie company which had 
the custody of the place and edifice. 

A strong guard was posted at all points. A cooking-stove was placed 
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in the basement of the tower, situated in the southeasterly corner, which 
was used for the preparation of rations for the persons in char^^*e. 

The origin of the fire ,—To ascertain this we examined those who were 
permanently in the building and those who visited it late Sunday aiter- 
noon, December 28, just before the discovery of the fire, and experts 
who had full knowledge of the causes of fire.* TVe found that very few 
persons had visited the i)reinises during the day and those few were 
exclusively officers. 

It was the testimony of the officer of the guaM in charge, as well as 
several other officers who went throtigh the rear portion of the building 
between 3 and 4 o’clock p. m., that there was no appearance of fire 
inside as late as 3.30. The fire was discovered simultaneously by three 
commissioned officers, one of whom was the officer of the guard, who 
was approaching the building from the street when he saw smoke issu¬ 
ing from the southeastern corner of the roof near the tower. He started 
an alarm and then made immediate provision for the security of the 
prisoners. A lieutenant, who had been upon the roof between 3 and 
4 o’clock, had noticed smoke near the edge of the roof which connects 
with the southeastern tower, but supposed that it came from the chim¬ 
ney. In descending he saw no indication of fire in the senate chamber, 
which he visited. While inside he heard a ticking sound and rattling, 
and on looking up'where he had previously seen the smoke he was 
then convinced that the building was on fire. He and an officer with 
him directed a private to go inside and notify the officer, while they 
went to their camp for assistance. Another lieutenant, about the 
grounds at the same time and in the same place, noticed the outbreak. 

Every one wbo saw the initiation of the conflagration, without any 
discrepancy or conflict of evidejice, established the same locality of 
commencement, and that locality in the wood work that joins with the 
brick wall of the southeastern tower. It was from that spot that the 
smoke was first seen, and the first outbreak of flames was in the ceiling 
of the roof in connection with it. This proves that the cause of the fire 
must have been from a defect in the flue. The building has, in the 
nature of things, been much neglected for a great length of time. Its 
chimneys must necessarily have been exceedingly foul for want of care 
and cleansing. The wall of the tower, as near as we could judge, was 
not far from 2 feet iu thickness. The aperture of the chimney occu¬ 
pied nearly a foot; all the flues from the grates in this section of the 
building lead into it. The direction of the flues bear to the left in 
ascending to clear the passage-ways from the building to the tower, and 
the outlet, as far as we could determine, was in the vicinity of the Mpot 
wliere the fire was discovered. The rafters supporting the roof were 
inserted into the wall of the tower near the flue, and the ends could not 
have been more than G inches from it. 

There wms a fire in the basement, and if there was any iini)mfeetion 
in the flue ignition would be a natural coiisequenco; it vcmld ]>e inevi¬ 
table. The building could not have been fired within the tower, i s the 
door leading from the senate chamber into it was locdced, and, when 
broken open after the beginning of the tire, no signs of tin* were dis¬ 
cernible. it could not have originated from the roof by aeeident, sucdi 
as the dropping of a lighted match or cdgar, because the roof v as pro¬ 
tected by slate in a thorough maimer; and it could not have be(*u the 
act of an incendiary, for it is absurd to suppose that any pei.son intend¬ 
ing to fire the building would have omitted to do so in thi uuineroiis 
secluded rooms, *which w^ere filled with pai>er and combustible matter, 
where the work could have been accomplished in an instant and gone 
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to the most exposed position (for every visitor went upon the roof for 
the view), and where to kindle a fire would have been difScult if not 
unsuccessful. 

These circumstances combined compel us to state that the cause of the 
fire was the foulness aud probable unsound condition of the chimney. 

The suppression of the fire,—The work of putting out the fire was done 
by the United States forces with some help from the citizens of the 
town. The engines were principally manned by the soldiers and the 
labor was directed by the commissioned officers. Owing to the want 
of familiarity with the location and character of the engines and the 
condition of the hose, &c., there may have been some little delay in get¬ 
ting water upon the flames. Indeed the fire had got so far under way 
when the engines were brought into action that it was useless to at¬ 
tempt to save any but the main building. All that energy and toil and 
judgment could do, it is clear by all the testimony, was done. The 
commanding general and his staff gave their personal attention to the 
discipline and diligence of the work. Officers of every rank rendered 
aid and assistance. The management was under the superintendence of 
a lieutenant-colonel of one of the Hew York regiments, who had experi¬ 
ence in such matters, and the statement of Mr. Charrotte, a resident of 
the city of Baton Eouge and an editor of a newspajper in the place, him¬ 
self a foreman of one of the engines used at the fire, would seem con¬ 
clusive on this point. Mr. Charrotte says: 

He was present soon after the fire broke out. The men behaved very well; saw no 
signs of intoxication or demoralization. Officers and men seemed to have but one 
object—the suppression of the fixe. Every available means were used, and all that 
could be done was done to accomplish this.end. Between 10 and 11 o^clock the fire 
was under subjection and the main building was considered safe. 

The hurnmg of the main building ,—force of 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 
9 non-commissioned officers, and 100 men were detailed to watch the 
saved portion of the building after the fire was pronounced effectually 
suppressed. The instructions given to the officer was to take the build¬ 
ing when the fire was out and use his best judgment to insure its 
safety. 

Between 11 and 12 o^clock this force took possession- The com¬ 
mander divided his force equally, keeping oue-half for sentinel duty 
and the other to work the engines in case of need. He placed 8 
inside the building, the same number outside. He had no guard upon 
the roof, and did not himself visit the roof or examine above the third 
floor of the building. 

A little before 4 o’clock the fire broke out in the ceiling, and was un¬ 
der such headway that it was impossible to control it. There is no 
doubt in the mind of the board, and it is the opinion of experts, that 
the fire was communicated by the rafters, and must have been some time 
in operation before its discovery. It is also clear that a guard upon 
the roof would in all probability have prevented a recommencement of 
the fire or an examination of the locality above the third lioor would have 
discovered it in time to have checked its progress. Both by a strange 
oversight as well as a lamentable niisunderstandlng of orders the most 
likely spot for a recurrence of the fire w^as left entirely unguarded. The 
person having command says he was unacquainted with the work as¬ 
signed to him, having had no experience in the business, but we fail to 
account for the want of attention to the orders and suggestionvS given 
him. The commanding officer was told by the assistant adjutant-general 
that a special watch over the roof was necessary, and that this was the 
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place where a fire would be likely to reappear. The officer did not 
know the position of Captain Hibbert and did not regard the order as 
official or the suggestions as important. The lieutenant-colonel, who 
had previous charge of the fire, also told him that he had taken a guard 
from the roof and that it was very essential it should be replaced. This 
statement the officer in command does not recollect. The lieutenant 
who had charge of one of the engines in delivering it over to the new 
officer informed him that particular attention should be given to the 
landings, the facings, and the roof, and that much more good would be 
effected by work with the shovel and the ax than by water.^’ This ad¬ 
vice also is not remembered as having been given, and therefore was 
not heeded. 

We are inclined to think that the failure to comprehend and act upon 
these necessary orders was more a misfortune than a fault; that the 
officer acted in accordance with his ability and judgment, which were 
deficient. He had the engines at work four times between 12 and 4 
o’clock, which shows, if not discretion, at least zeal. But we are forced 
to state that we consider the number of guards in the building as in¬ 
sufficient, and the want of guards upon the roof and want of inspection 
under it as the reason why the fire obtained such headway as to make 
it impossible to be subdued. 

We would state that Mr. Oharrotte informed us that the State-house 
had been fired once before, some three or four years since, from the same 
flue. This happened on the evening on which the Legislature opened 
its session, and his view as to the origin of the fire coincides with this 
report. It was the opinion of experts that the roof should have been 
regularly guarded and frequently visited, and that by cutting away 
and precautions of that nature 25 men with knowledge of their duties 
would have prevented the second disaster. 

The board then submit as the result of their investigations of the 
case assigned them that the undoubted origin of the fire was a defect 
in the flue; that the conduct and activity of those who assisted in put¬ 
ting out the fire was under the circumstances both efficient and com¬ 
mendable; that the second outbreak was caused by the rafters in the 
roof of the main building and the unburnt portion being unfortunately 
in charge of persons who were wholly inexperienced in the duties im¬ 
posed upon them and wholly ignorant as to the points of danger and 
the best means of managing affairs of this kind. The final destruction 
of the interior of the building was complete. 

GILBEET A. DEAPEE. 

Lieutenant-CoJimel One hundred and fifty-ninth X. T. Vols, 

WM. J. DENSLOW, 

Captain Sixth Regiment Infantry Xeto Yorlc Volunteers, 
JKO. L. SWIFT, 

Captain Forty-first Massach usetts Volimieers, 


Heajdqtjarteus Department of the Gulf, 

January 3, 18G3—3.30 p. m. 

Capt. 0. HuaGiNS, 

On hoard Pampero, Southwest Pass : 

Stop everything going to Galveston. 

Please acknowledge. 

EICH’D B. lEWIX, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistadt Ad/utant-General, 
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Special Oedees, ) IIdqes. Depaetmbnt op the Gulp, 

No. 3. ) Orleans, JoMuary 3,1863. 

*##*#** 

YI. Tlie following-named regiments are organized into brigades, as. 
follows, and will constitute a division, to be commanded by Brig. G-en. 
William n. Emory: 

First Brigade^ to he commanded hy Brig. Gen. George L. Andrews .— 
Forty-seventh Massachusetts, Colonel Marshy Eighth KewHampshire, 
Oolouel Fearing; One hundred and fourteenth New York, Ool. E. B. 
Smith; One hundred and fifty-sixth New York, Colonel Cooke. 

Second Brigade., to he commanded by the senior colonel. —One hundred 
and thirty-third New York, Colonel Currie; One hundred and seventy- 
third New York, Colonel Morton; One hundred and seventy-fourth 
New York, Colonel Parmele; Fourth Wisconsin, Colonel Paine. 

Third Brigade^ to he commanded hy the senior colonel. —Thirteenth Con¬ 
necticut, Colonel Birge; Sixteenth New Hampshire, Colonel Pike; One 
hundred and sixty-second New York, Colonel Benedict; One hundred 
and tenth New York, Colonel Littlejohn. 

General Emory will immediately assume command of that portion of 
his division which is now at Carrollton, and will concentrate the whole 
with as little delay as practicable at Baton Eouge. The quartermas¬ 
ter’s department will furnish the necessary transportation. 

X. All the troops in the District of La Fourche, including the Eighth 
Vermont, Twenty-first Indiana, and First, Second, and Third Louisiana 
Native Guards, will immediately report for orders to Brig. Gen. God¬ 
frey Weitzel, who will make such disposition of them as may in his 
judgment be best calculated to carry out the instructions and views of 
the commanding general. 

**«***#* 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

[RIOH’D B. IRWIN,] 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters District of Arizona, 

Mesilla, January 3, 1863. 

Maj. David Fergusson, 

First Cavalry^ California Volunteers^ Mesilla : 

The Governor of Chihuahua has been written to by the general coin- 
mauding the Department of New Mexico, under date of October 9,1862, 
in regard to a purchase by a Mexican citizen of certain articles contra¬ 
band of war from rebels against the Government of the United States. 
As during your contemplated visit to the Governor of Cliilmahua the 
matter may be referred to by liiin, 1 have the honor to transmit here¬ 
with for your information an official copy of the letter of General Carle- 
ton on the subject, together with a copy of his report ou the same to the 
Adjutant-General, Washington. 

i also have the honor to iiiclowse copy of a letter from the general oom- 
niandiiig reierring to the suspicion of fraud in the alleged ownership of 
ii certain steam engine by Elsberg and Amberg, of Santa F6. You will 
be good enough to give this matter your attention, with a view to the 
protection of the just rights of the United States Government. 

I am, major, very respectfully, 

J. R. WEST, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 
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Memorandum of rerbal instructions given to Maj. David Fergusson^ First 
Cavalry^ California Volunteer's^ tinder orders to visit the city of Gliiliua- 
liua^ Mex. 

1st. To makfe, if practicable, an arrangement with persons connected 
Avitli San Antonio, Tex., or residing at that point, to communicate in¬ 
telligence of military movements on the part of the Texans. Com¬ 
munications, if sent through Mexican territory, to be addressed to the 
commander of the District of Arizona under cover to Dr. David II. 
Dififendorfer, El Paso, Mex. Proper compensations for services will be 
paid. 

2d. To ascertain the resources of Chihuahua and Durango v’ith refer¬ 
ence to military supplies for a force moving on Texas from this quarter, 
and whether avenues and means of ti'ansportation are available to that 
end. 

J. E. WEST, 

Brigadier'- General^ Commanding, 


Headquaetees District op Arizona, 

Mesilla^ January 3, 1863. 

Maj. Dayib Ferousson, 

First Cavalry,, California Volunteersj Mesilla^ A. Mex,: 

It is the desire of the general commanding the Department of New 
Mexico that you should visit the capital of Chihuahua, as his represent¬ 
ative, to confer with His Excellency the Governor of that State, with a 
view to the prevention of the abuses against the Government of the 
United States which have been committed by certain rebels who have 
taken refuge in Mexican territory. 

Since the reoccupation of this part of New Mexico by United States 
troops in July last the fact is notorious that the town of Fd Paso, Mex., 
has been made the rendezvous of a gang of outlaws, claiming to be of 
the party now in rebellion against our Government who have been 
constant in their efiibrts to prejudice the Mexican population against 
our cause. It is not deemed necessary for the purposes sought to be 
attained by your mission to cite specific instances of the detriment that 
these men have worked against the United States Government. It is 
enough to slate in general terms that they have been spies upon onr 
acts, have scut secret agents within our lines to watch the inovemenrs 
of our troops, and have comraunicated, through Mexican territory, the 
inteliigen(‘e so obtained to the enemy. 

You will particularly call the attention of the Governor of Chihuahua 
to ilie fact that in the latter part of November last one SkiUmau (wIt-U 
others in the military service of the so-called Confederate States to the 
number of 15 persons, I am informed) crossed from Texas into Mexico ; 
tliat these men were as fully armed as when acting in Ihe field again.st 
our troops, and that during their stay in Mexican territory they main¬ 
tained a military organization; that this party remained, 1 am informed, 
at the village of Aquas Calieiites several days, during v hicli time Skill- 
man visited El Paso, conferred with the ])arties residing there, and, 
without being in any manner noticed or hindered by the ^Mexican author¬ 
ities, returned unmolested to his band; that Skillinan and his party 
then visited El Presidio del Norte, remained there several da3\s, and 
made an effort to capture and convey into Texas certain American citi¬ 
zens temporarily sojourning in that town. 
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It is believed that it is only necessa^ to call the attention of the 
Governor of Chihuahua to the manifest impropriety of permitting such 
violations of international obligations to insure that the recurrence 
will be prevented. It is simply desired to formally bripg to his notice 
the acts complained of, leaving it to his proper respect for the dignity 
of the Government which he represents and to that due his own official 
position to vindicate the honor of both from the contempt shown them 
by those who respect neither the authority of their own Government 
nor that of a power with whom it is our earnest desire to maintain the 
most friendly relations. 

Ton will please assure His Excellency of the efficient co-operation of 
United States military authorities in this Territory in any measure that 
he may deem necessary to prevent the passage to Mexico of any persons 
liable to conduct themselves injuriously to the interests of his Govern¬ 
ment by acts hostile to our own, which must eventually call for a se¬ 
rious demand for reparation. 

I beg of you to present to His Excellency the assurances of my warm 
nersonal esteem, and remain, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
^ J. E. WEST, 

Brigadier-Oenerah Commanding, 


WASHmaTON, January 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. IS". P. Banks, Uew Orleans: 

General: Tout two letters of December 24 are received. The 
course pursued by you in regard to trade and the exportation of mules, 
&c., to Mexico is fully approved by the Government. You will per¬ 
ceive by the inclosed copy of an order of the President that the expor¬ 
tation of military munitions of all kinds is prohibited. This order Iniw 
not yet been published, but has been sent to commanding officers and 
collectors of certain ports for their government. 

You will learn from the newspapers that at our last advices General 
Sherman has his hands full at Yicksburg. If possible to }‘oacli him at 
that place without waiting to take Port Hudson it seems advisable^ to 
do so. But the condition of affairs on the Mississippi Eiver will liiive 
so changed before this reaches you that it is useless to atteni])t to ad¬ 
vise from this place. The reopening of that river, however, must ])e 
the main object of all our operations. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. W. HALLEOK, 

_ Genera l-i n - Clii cj\ 

General Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. Gen.’s Ofeioe, 

Eo. 5. J Was/dngton, January 5, 1863. 

By direction^ of the President, the troops in the Department of the 
Gulf will constitute the Nineteenth Army Corps, to date from December 
14,1862, and Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks is assigned to the command. 

JBy order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


New Orleans, January 5,1863—9.15 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. G. Weitzel, Thibodeaux : 

We have indirect information that the enemy has crossed the river 
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at Port Hudson with one or two regiments with a view of attaoldng 
our forces on the Plaquemine or the La Fourohe. 

Please acknowledge. 

EIOH’D B. IBWm, 

Lieutmant~Oolo9iel^ Assistant Adjuta7it-GeneraL 


HEADQUARa?EES RESERVE BRIGADE, 

Oamp Stevens^ near Thibodeam^ La,^ January 6 , 1863. 
Maj. Gen. K. P. Banks, 

Commanding Depart^nent of the Gulf Neio Orleans: 

General: When the expedition under my command which resulted 
in the capture of this district was first contemplated I suggested to 
General Butler the idea of employing some of the funds which were in 
his possession to construct some light-draught gunboats to co-operate 
with me by the way of Berwick Bay. The suggestion was adopted, 
and these boats (four in number), commanded by naval officers, only 
failed in consequence of a strong northwester to hem in the rebel forces, 
and the capture of the entire force of the latter was thus prevented. 
The rebels crossed Berwick Bay and their gunboat (the Cotton) escaped 
into the Teche, and she has since lain securely above an obstruction 
placed in the Teche below her. 

As our force was so small in the department at the time, and I could 
not get sufficient force to secure my lines of communication with New 
Orleans, General Butler would not order me to cross Berwick Bay. 
There was nothing to be gained either by such an operation, except by 
covering the gunboats in removing these obstructions to secure the 
rebel gunboat Cotton, as the rebel land forces had a clear and open line 
of retreat and moved faster than we could. 

Since my occupation these four gunboats have been kept, as at first 
intended, in Berwick Bay, and have rendered efficient service in clear¬ 
ing the bay and the highly important adjacent waters of rebel craft, 
and have securely and effectually protected my left flank. • 

All suggestions and opinions I have made to you with reference to 
the position and the strength of the forces which would be necessary 
to hold this district were based upon the supposition that these gun¬ 
boats would be kept in the waters where they now aie. To-day I hear 
from Lieut. Comdg. T. McK. Buchanan, who commands the whole 
gunboat fleet, that one of them, the Estrella, lias been ordered to Gal¬ 
veston ; that his own vessel, the Calliouu, ^dll iu about a mouth be 
compelled to go to New Orleans for repaiis, w’hich will require six weeks 
to complete, and that he has discretionary orders to send another of 
these boats to the sound and Lake Poutcliartrain to replace the New 
London, which has been ordered to Galveston. 

The admiral has this power to order these vessels, because our chief 
quartermaster has turned them over to the Navy. 

Now 1 consider it my duty to inform >ou that if the Navy, by means 
of these gunboats, does not keep undisputed possession of Berwick B.iy 
and the adjacent waters the force here will have to be greater than I 
lepreseiited to you. That theso winters arc ot the highest importance 
to the rebels,* that by gaining possession of these waters by means of 
the numerous light-draught boats now hidden in the adjacent bayous 
aud streams they could make trequeiit raids, wliich no force ot ours on 
laud could prevent; that they could lun the blockade, as they frequently 
did before we occupied it 5 that by holding tliese waters we threaten 
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continually tlieir line of communication from Port Hudson westward to 
Opelousas and Texas; that fearing this, the rebels are now fortifying 
on the Atchafalaya at a point called Butte-Ala-Rose; that if it should 
become necessary in future to operate on the Teche from this direction 
the crossing of Berwick Bay could not be made unless we controlled 
these waters 5 that if once driven out, profiting by past experience, they 
could fortify their bank, and not only annoy our railroad terminus on 
this, but make it extremely troublesome for gunboats to re-enter. 

We cannot fortify on this side of the bay with a view to prevent them 
from fortifying on the other and running the blockade. It would take 
several batteries placed at intervals to do this, and in swampy ground, 
whereas they have high ground ^ and besides in a short time, in conse¬ 
quence of unrepaired breaks in the levee on the west bank of the river 
between Donaldsonville and Eed Eiver, the railroad will be overfiown 
between Bayou La Fourche and Brashear City, and the only way to 
communicate with the forces stationed at the bay will be by the river 
and the Gulf of Mexico. 

I therefore most respectfully ask you to lay these facts before the 
admiral and protest against the removal of so much naval force from 
these waters that it might hazard our supremacy over them. I honestly 
and frankly consider it my duty to do so. 

The information that the Kew London is to be removed from Lake 
Pontchartrain and the sound compels me also to give you some informa¬ 
tion on the system of defense and security of Few Orleans which I sug¬ 
gested on our arrival iu the city to General Butler, and which has ever 
since been followed. It is as follows, viz: The land forces to occupy 
the four forts—Forts Jackson, Saint Philip, Pike, and Macomb ; a small 
force in the city to jireserve order; a sufficient force behind the lines at 
Carrollton (at Camp Parapet), or within easy reach by transports of those 
lines, to make thorn perfectly secure; the Navy to x'ctain control of tiie 
river, and thus secure the left flank of our lines. They have kept the 
Portsmouth continually on the left of our lines. In addition, the Navy 
to keep control of Lake Pontchartrain and the sound, and thus ])rotoct 
our right flaiik, lU’eveiU contraband trade, and i)reveut raids by the 
enemy in boats or light-draught steamers from the oi)])osite shore. 

The New London has been kept continually on lliis duly and has 
eftectually performed it. If she ho now removed and no other boat or¬ 
dered to replace her it would subject our whole long Jlardc to th (3 dan¬ 
gers .mentioned. I consider it tliercfore my duty to call the adiniraPs 
attention through you lo this fact, which I fear he has lost sight of. 

New Orleans is too valuable a i>rize lo be risked in any way. This 
disposition, which lias thus far held it, requirevS a Ibiei' not Jarg(‘ for the 
service it performs, has given us a sceun‘ base, and thus enabliMl us 
always to emjdoy our remaining land and naval forces ior oilier opera¬ 
tions without fear of losing our base and diqints. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WKITZEL, 

Brigadicr-Ocnfral, JJ. aV. Volmitcei's. 


UEADQlTAKTr.RS DlSTUUli’ OF AliIZONA, 

Jannarij (>, 1S(>3. 

Maj. Da Ann FimaussoN, 

Firat Camdnj^ Cali/oynia VohuiUcn,^ FranlUn^ Tty. : 

On ;voar present visit at Chihuahua it should not escape your lecol- 
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lection that the designs of the Prench Emperor upon Mexico are viewed 
by Americans with a suspicion that there may be an intention to co¬ 
operate with the party now in rebellion against the Government of the 
United States. A rumor is prevalent in several quarters that French 
troops are about occupying Sonora or have already landed at Guaymas. 
Such a contingency as a union of the Texans and the French on the 
southern border of our territory, although improbable, is sufficiently 
within the bounds of possibility to claim some share of your attention. 

Ee good enough to bear this matter in mind. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servanr, 

J. E. WEST, 

Brigadier^ General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Department op the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ January 7, 18G3. 

Major-General Halleok, 

Commander-m-Chief ZJ. S. Army^ Washington^ 2>. 0,; 

General : The precise nature of the duties devolving upon me in 
assuming command of this department were not explained to me in 
detail, except so far as they were embodied in the instructions upon 
military topics received from you. I find, however, on arriving here 
an immense military government, embracing every form of civil ad¬ 
ministration, the assessment of taxes, fines, punishments, charities, 
trade, regulation of churches, confiscation of estates, and the working 
of plantations, in addition to the ordinary affairs of a military depart¬ 
ment. The feature of this multifarious civil business most embarrass¬ 
ing is that of trade. It has been made to cover every form of commu¬ 
nication within and beyond the lines of the army. It has been made to 
cover transactions with the enemy as well as with friends, and extends 
to articles contraband of war as well as to those recognized as legiti¬ 
mate objects of commerce. 

This trade, so extensive in its operations from motives connected 
with public safety, was confided to i}articular individuals, and became 
in their hands an affair of great profit and importance and to the com¬ 
munity at large a matter of suspicion and rei)roach. 

It is not my purpose to imi)each in the slightest degree the adminis¬ 
tration of tho department in these general and various duties, but it is 
my duty to say that, in respect to trade and the maimer in v hich it has 
been conducted by those whose interests were a(lverfc.e to tlie Cio\eii]- 
ment and its officers, the strongest Government in the vmM cx aid not 
safely, for any length of time, assume the responsibility 1 >i’ its abn^es 
and protect those engaged in it. 

Assuming command here, I had but one of two co’’r'.cs me, 

either to continue abuses committed by interested pwvate paities, as¬ 
suming responsibility therefor, or to reform its eharaetei b, elaoigiiig 
its agents. Every consideration oi exi)ediency and jnsln'e iiUiK^iled 
me to tho latter course. I am not disappointed in the lesuUs of m\ 
policy, but regret it has interfered \vith matters puiel^ i.iiiit ir\ in their 
character. It wms, however, a necessary di\eisi(m. Xo gt>\ eminent 
could stand the weight of abuses that existed lieio ; not by the consent 
of the military commander of tliede])artiiient an\ inoie ihan by in> own, 
and no military operations eould be siicees.Nf'ilbs etniied on with sueh 
a disturbed aud excited eoniinunity in the lear as that which 1 louiid 
here. 
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I have for these reasons reduced officers and soldiers in this city to 
the accommodations provided by the Army Eegulations. All property 
in the hands of commissions or committees or officers belonging to the 
United States has been turned over to the quartermaster’s department. 
The immense charities established here upon the bounty of the Gov¬ 
ernment are being reduced to the lowest possible amount. Trade has 
been cut off altogether beyond the lines, and will be, so far as allowed, 
general, and not given to particular individuals. To allay the fears of 
many classes of people I published the President’s proclamation upon 
the subject of emancipation, accompanied by such explanations and 
orders as appeared to be necessary. I have protected the people as 
far as possible from the plunder of their property for the benefit of 
private individuals, and have sought to reconcile them to the Govern¬ 
ment, so far as I could, without relaxing in the slightest degree the 
rule of the Government in those matters necessary to the maintenance 
of its legitimate authority, li^ecessarily I have encountered much oppo¬ 
sition from those interested in a different policy, but the general result 
has been entirely satisfactory. The new year opened without any pub¬ 
lic disturbance, and the planters and negroes are as little distressed 
as at any time since our occupation of the city. The representatives 
of foreign governments appear to be satisfied. Admiral Eeynaud, 
commanding the French fleet in the Southern waters, who told me he 
came here apprehensive of trouble and to protect his people, departed 
before Kew Year’s. Day with an expression of his entire satisfaction 
with the condition of affairs here. The people seem to be well-dis¬ 
posed, and were it not for the temporary encouragement which recent 
successes have given the rebellion the community would be less hostile 
than those of Maryland and Virginia. 1 do not observe here any per¬ 
manent and irreconcilable elements of hostility to the Government. 

In military matters my experience is less satisfactory. The condi¬ 
tion of the troops that I find here shows that as much, or more, atten¬ 
tion has been given to civil than to military affairs. This has been in 
the case of General Butler as in my own, to which I have referred, a 
matter of necessity. The complication of civil administration weakens 
the force and power of the military department of the Government as 
a matter of coarse. 

The troops that accompany my expedition are not in condition for 
immediate service. They are all new troops, most of them never hav¬ 
ing handled a musket until their arrival here. The artillery is light, 
not adapted to such service as is necessary to a successful assault upon 
the fortifications of the enemy on the river. With 30,000 troops in 
the department I have only four or five very weak companies of cav¬ 
alry. It is impossible to obtain timely information of tlie movements 
of the enemy under such circumstances and their superiority in this 
arm of the service gives them great advantage and greatly depresses 
officers and men of my command. Every i) 0 ssible effort is making to 
remedy these defects in the military organization. 

A battery of 20-pounder Parrott guns is organizing. I have sent to 
Pensacola for heavy Parrott guns that can be spared from that post, 
and I hope soon to have them ready for service. There has been ample 
material for equipping cavalry in this department, but tlie horses all 
seem to have been appropriated to private uses or sent out of the 
country. I am endeavoring to extemporize a small cavalry force b^'' 
finding horses wherever I can and detailing men from the infantry 
ser\nce for that duty, and I hope my efforts may be successful. The 
enemy’s works at Port Hudson have been in progress many months and 
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are formidable. Our liglit field guns would make no impression upon 
them. 

The apparent course of events in the Xorth and Northwest make me 
feel some anxiety as to the defenses of this city. The garrisons at the 
forts below the city are strengthened by additional troops; that also 
at Ship Island; and the engineers are attending* to the defenses of the 
city by new works as well as by repairing those now existing. 

The enemy is concentrating* all available forces on the river, and in 
the event of disasters >Torth will not fail to turn Iheii’ attention to this 
quarter. 

These duties do not withdraw my attention from affairs uij the river. 
There are 12,000 troops at Eaton Eouge under General Grover. 

The brigade organization of my entire command is inclosed, and rep¬ 
resents better than any other statement the strength and character of 
my command.**^ 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BAXKS, 

Major- General, Gonimanding. 


Depaetiimext op State, 

Washington, January 7,1863. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sib : I have the honor to inclose and to invite your attention to a 
copy of a letter of the 13th ultimo, addressed to this Department by 
W. F. M. Arny, Secretary and Acting Governor of the Territory of Xew 
Mexico, pointing out the necessity for further military force for the pro¬ 
tection of that Territory. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 


[Inclosme.] 


Executive Office, 

Santa Fe, X. Mex., Fecemher 13, 1862. 

Hon. W. H. Sewabd, 

Secretary, State Department, Washington City: 

Sir: 1 have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of my message to 
the Legislature of this Territory, * and I ^\()ui(l nunst respectfiilly invite 
your attention to page lo, and again urge iLe :mporLanco of ad(liti<nial 
troops for this Teriitory. 

I am reliably’ informed that some o,r,00 rebel troups iioia Texa^ aie 
prei)aring to invade !N’ew Mexico, the intention of obtamiiig pos¬ 
session of this ToiTitoi^\ and Coloiado. and tlien, with Utah under Eiig- 
liam Young, to establhli a number of slave St.*t^>. 

The present var originated In eonsenm nec of 11 • oi' the South 

to establish slavery in the Teiiitoiies, and 1 am iuih s. n lied tin.t they 
have not given up their intenti(‘n, but v, dl take ad\anuiL;i. ol an> o]>por- 
tunity to accom])lish it. And i heli llia^ v h oi.i li , u s have taken 
possession of the coast oi'Texas and juoLCi'ded iiPo the inteiior that the 
rebels will retreat nito this ami Uoloiv.d(j Teiiitoi\, and to save this 
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country from falling into the hands of the enemy and laid waste w© 
should be fully able to meet and repulse them. I have therefore, with 
the concurrence of Brigadier-General Oarleton, commanding this de¬ 
partment, asked the Secretary of War to authorize the raising of two 
regiments of volunteers, with authority to recruit them either in this 
Territory or Colorado. As I have not heard from that Department, you 
will aid us and probably save our country by calling the attention of 
the President and honorable Secretary of War to this subject and ob¬ 
taining for us the order desired. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. F. M. AEIS’Y, 

Seeretary and Acting Governor Wexo Mexico, 


ITbw Oeleans, January 7, 1863. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War^ Washington, D, 0,: 

SiE: By the last mail I forwarded to the commanding general a dis¬ 
patch received at the moment of its departure, giving a brief account 
of tlie disaster at Galveston. To-day I send the full reports as far as 
received, copies of which will also be forwarded to you, and also a brief 
statement of the condition of affairs in this department, military and 
civil, to the general-in-chief. 

I desire to call your attention now to the position of General Ilamil- 
ton, not for the purpose of troubling you with responsibilities connected 
therewith, which I am willing to assume myself, but to protect my ad¬ 
ministration from infamous calumniations propagated by men on his 
staff. My intercourse with the general has been pleasant. lie is not a 
bad man, but lacks decision and force of character. I liave treated him 
with profound respect up to the line of my duty. I did not, however, 
proclaim to him nor to those associated with him my destination. They 
ascertained that for the first time when we were in New Orleans. On 
our passage 1 was unable to attend to business, and passed with him 
only such courtesies as I was able to oUbr to my own officers ami to my 
friends on board. Upon our arrival here 1 immediately gave him a fail 
statement of my orders and of my proposed action, lie was entirely 
satisfied; indeed no gentleman could have been dissatisfied, so fuli, 
frank, and truthful was my statement of my duty and my ordei'S. IJis 
impatience and the violence of those about him led me sooiier to sezid a 
detachment of troops to Galveston than I should otherwise have done, 
and is immediately the cause of the small loss the army has sustaine(l 
there. This was, however, upon consultation with Admiral Farragut 
and General Butler and the fullest confidence that our trooi)s would 
be safe under the protection of the fleet. 

General Hamilton is surrounded hy men who are h(u*e for t]i(‘ basest 
mercenary purposes. Disappointed in their objects, tliey hav(^ been 
unsparing in their denunciations of the Governniejit, and especially of 
myself. They came on board the Go\ eminent transport Illinois with¬ 
out my knowledge and against iny orders, and, as General Hamilton 
has said to me, have influence over him in consequence of pecuniary 
advances made to him while in the North. I desire it to be uiuhustood 
by the Government that any representations made by them to tlie Gov¬ 
ernment or the people will he at least only a partial statement of the 
truth, if they be not entirely false. The strongest government in tlu^ 
world would break down under such a stem of plunder as they desire 
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to organize. If the whole State were for the Union it won 
against the Government if the purposes of such men were tolei 
I know the difficulties of my situation, which are very numer 
very great, and intend to do my duty faithfully while here, a di 
which I would, in the failing condition of my health, most g] 
relieved 5 but I cannot suffer the indecency, falsehood, and coi 
of these men to go without check. You need not be surprisec 
fore, if they are ordered to leave the department. 

The military gentlemen accompanying General Hamilton sen 
by Governor Andrew are reputable men. They were greatly 
pointed when they learned the destination of my expedition, a 
severe, if not greatly unjust, in their censures upon all concerns 
belief is that their opinion concerning Texan affairs is ess 
changed since the recent disaster, 

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

K P. BA 


[January 7,1863.— For Banks to Halleck, transmitting corr 
ence with French and Mexican consulates, see Series HI, Vol. 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. Depart^ient of the Gult 
^ 0 . 7. ) JUfew Orleans^ January 12 , 

The United States commission of relief for the city of Xew ' 
represents to the commanding general ‘^that the necessities oft 
are as urgent to-day as at any former period.^^ Assessment 
property furnish at this time the only means for the relief of th 
of people, and those who have publicly and voluntarily cont 
linancial aid, advice, and example to destroy public peace and 
the poor of the means of employment and support may be ju 
quired to relieve their wants and solace their suffering. 

For this reason and purpose the commanding general confii 
assessments levied by General Orders, iTo. 105, dated Decei 
1862, and requires prompt payment thereof. Col. S. B. Holabii 
quartermaster, is charged with the execution of this order. 

Property thus applied will be a subject of equitable consul 
hereafter. Is is believed that a liberal extension of trade, by i 
ing employment to labor, will relieve the public from further i 
tary contributions for the support of the poor. The funds will 
propriated exclusively to public charity, their disburi>eiiient 
scrutinized, and every possible care taken to limit expeiidilure' 
indigent and worthy. A commission rcprOv-eutiag piivateand 
interests is charged with the investigation 01 the subject, and 
port will be made i)ublic forthwith. 

By command of Major-General Banks : 

PJCn’U B. IinVIN 
Lieutenant-Colon'll, Assistant Adjvtant-Gei 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf 
Ko. 8 . i ^'eic Orleans, January 12 , 

Upon the report of the commission* appointed on the 25th day 


Not found. 
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cember, 1862, to consider the subject of sequestered property and es¬ 
tates, it is ordered: 

I. UiTo further seizures of property will be made, except upon claims for 
debts due the Government, without orders from these headquarters. 

II. The commission will sell at public auction all property in its pos¬ 
session that has not been or may not be claimed or released, except 
such as may be required for the use of the army, and turn over the pro¬ 
ceeds thereof to the chief quartermaster, subject to further orders. 

The commission will cause to be sold as it may deem best the crops 
of any plantations worked under permits from the Government and 
pay over to the parties working them a part of the proceeds, not ex¬ 
ceeding one-fourth, until after the commission is satisfied that their 
contracts have been properly carried out, and take such other measures 
in regard to such plantations as may be necessary, not involving the 
Government in any expense beyond its interest in the crops. 

III. Persons working plantations under orders from the Government 
will account to the commission herein named for the whole crop, and the 
proceeds to which the Government is entitled, when realized by the com¬ 
mission, are to be added to the fund in the hands of the quartermaster. 

IV. All supplies in the hands of commercial agencies in the city or 
country will be sold as speedily as practicable, the receipts to be ap¬ 
plied to the payment of salaries of agents, who will be discharged and 
paid, and the balance placed in the hands of the quartermaster. Claims 
of the Government upon crops for supplies advanced to planters and 
other parties will be collected forthwith, and all unsettled claims will 
be placed in the hands of the chief quartermaster for collection. 

V. Abandoned estates may be placed in the charge of overseers or 
other persons upon such terms and conditions as to pi ofits and labor 
as may be deemed just and expedient by the commission upon full 
consideration of the rights of the Government and all other parties in 
interest. 

VI. All property, real or personal, liable to confiscation under the 
acts of Congress, will, upon proper representation and complaint, as 
provided by law, bo adjudicated and disposed of by the order of the 
district court provisionally established by the President in i)arsuance 
of the acts of Congress. 

VII. All products of the country sent to the city of New Orleans in 
good faith may be sold at market iniees by the i>roprietors or their 
factors, for legal currency of the Unilod Slates, witliout restric'tion or 
confiscation. Planlcr.s will find it for their intei*<*st to forward tlieir 
crops to New Orleans I'atlier than to dis])Osc of them on the ])lantati()ns. 

VIII. Plantation snj)pliert and other artichss not <'ontral)and of war, 
necessary to the working of estates or the supiioit of loyal ])ersons, may 
be imrcliased in open market by j^lanlers or agents in quantities not in- 
eonsistent with the inlereMs and salety of tlie (lov^ernment, for con¬ 
sumption within the lines of the army, upon IIk^ approval and order of 
the commission herein named. This* piivilego is accorded to wcdl-dis- 
])Osed persons as a measure of reli(d*. Its execution will be closely 
scrutinized, and its abuse will be summarily punished with the most 
rigorous severity known to military law. (Mlicers of the army are 
directed and naval and civil otficers are requested to assist in enforcing 
tlio faithful observance of this order. 

IX. Col. E. G. Beckwith, chief commissary; Lieut. Col.D.H. Strother,* 
aide-de-camp, and Capt. W. Sturgis I£oot)er,t aide-de-camp, are charged 


""Substituted for Major LtOl, Ih fv‘iul)t i ‘^5, 
t fSubbtituted for Coloucl Kiiishian, Dceemlif^r 



Chap. XXYH.] C0REESP02sDENCE, ETC.-TJXION. 645 

with the responsibilities and duties of the commission herein named from 
and after this day. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

BICn’D B. IBWiy, 

Lieutenant-Colonelj Asbistant Adjvtant-Gencrah 


Special Ordees, ) Hdqes. Depaet^iext or the Gulf. 

Ko. 12. ) Orleans, January 12. 1SG3. 

# * * * # ^ * 

lY. The following-named regiments are organized into brigades as 
follows, and will constitute a division, to be commanded by Maj. Gen. 
Christopher 0. Augur. Orders for their concentration will be is'-iied 
hereafter: 

First Brigade, to he commanded hy Brig, Qen, 2ricliael Corcoran, —One 
hundred and seventieth ]!:^ew York, Colonel McDermott, not arrived; 
Sixty-ninth l^Tew York [One hundred and eighty-second], Colou(d Mur¬ 
phy, not arrived; One hundred and seventj'-fifth 2!sew York, Colonel 
Bryan, part at Carrollton; One hundred and hfty-lifth Yew York, not 
arrived; One hundred and sixty-fourth Yew York. 

Second Brigade, to he commanded hy Brig, Gen, Godfrey WeitzeJ ,— S(*v- 
enty-fifth Yew "Kork, Colonel Merritt, La Fourehe; One hundred and 
sixtieth Yew York, Colonel Dwight, La Fourehe; Twelfth Connecricut, 
Colonel Deming, La Fourehe; First Louisiana, Colonel Holcomb, Don- 
aldsonville; One hundred and fourteenth Yew York, Col. L, B. Smith, 
La Fourehe. 

Third Brigade, to he commanded hy Col, Y. A. ZL Dudley, T'drtifili 
Massachusetts Volunteers ,— Yinety-Ihrst Yew York, Col. Vaii Zainb. Ba¬ 
ton Eouge; Second Louisiana, Colonel Paine, Baton Bouge: Jlftietli 
Massachusetts, Colonel Messer, not arrived; One hundred and. sixty- 
first Yew York, Colonel Harrower, Baton Bongo. 

Colonel Dudley will proceed without delay to Baton Bongo and as¬ 
sume command of his brigade. 

Y. The portion of Emory’s division now at Carrolltcn will be held 
in readiness to proceed to Baton Eouge at short i:olii*e upon receipt 
oi* orders to that effect. 

^ -it # rS ^ 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

[BICH'D B. ILWIY.j 

Lieutenant-Colonel and As<:iistaul A(^p’^ant-G(neral. 


WasJiingtod, Juivui if s k > —J-a p. m. 
Brig. Gen. G. L. Anleews, Year Yorl:: 

Transports for General Banks' a.mi;) I o i t d Ic Ye^' 
Orleans, following ilie sailing diiecaions g >i lu iL * l.,. tOiii'a^krs 

Department. 

Y. ’ d YALLYCK, 

Uennal-iu-Chief, 
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Wae Department, 
Washington^ January 13,1863. 

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroej Va,: 

All transports and store-ships intended for General Banks will pro¬ 
ceed to 'New Orleans and report to him. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

General4n~ uMef, 


Special Orders, > Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

No. 13. j New Orleans, January 13,1863. 

X. The following-named regiments are organized into brigades as 
follows, and will constitute a division, to be commanded by Brig. Gen. 
Thomas W. Sherman: 

First Brigade, to he commanded by Brig. Oen. Neal Bow .—Sixth Michi¬ 
gan, Colonel Clark, temporarily with Weitzel; One hundred and twenty- 
eighth New York, Colonel Cowles, Chalmette; Twenty-sixth Connecti¬ 
cut, Colonel Kingsley, Carrollton 5 Fifteenth New Hampshire, Colonel 
Kingman, OarroUton. 

Second Brigade, to he commanded for the present hy the senior colonel .— 
Twenty-sixth Massachusetts, Colonel Farr, custom-house: Forty-seventh 
Massachusetts, Colonel Marsh, barracks 5 Forty-second Massachusetts, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stedman, and one regiment to be hereafter desig¬ 
nated. 

Third Brigade, to he commanded hy the senior colonel .—Fourteenth 
Maine, Colonel Nickerson, Bonnet Carre: One hundred and seventy- 
seventh New York, Colonel Ainsworth, Bonnet CarrOj One hundred 
and sixty-fifth New York, Lieut. Col. Abel Smith, Carrollton, and one 
regiment to be hereafter designated. 

The Second Brigade will be stationed for the present in New Orleans. 
The Ninth Connecticut is temporarily assigned to it. 

# * -x- 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

[EICH'D B. IEWIN,J 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Few Orleans, La., January 15, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in-Chief, Washington, B. G.: 

General: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of t(‘legi‘inn 
received yesterday in regard to the capture and sinking of the JIatteras 
by the rebel ship 290, and telegram from General Weitz(‘l, re(*-< 4 \'ed 
late last night, reporting his operations on the Teche. 

Finding that the enemy was ])reparing to strike a blow at- WeitzePs 
small force, with a view also of regaining the naval mastery of tlui waters 
of Berwick Bay, it was considered best to strengllien him immediately, 
so as to permit him to attack the enemy before their preparations should 
be completed. Accordingly the One hundred and sixtieth New York, 


*See reports, p. 234. 



Chap. XXVH.] 


COREESPONDENCE^ ETC.— VmO^. 


'647 


One hundred and fourteenth iN'ew York, Twenty-third Connecticut, 
and Sixth Michigan, with two sections of Bainbridge’s regular battery, 
were sent by rail to his assistance, thus enabling him to move against 
the enemy with a force which we estimate at 4,500 infantry and three 
batteries of light artillery. These operations have for their purpose 
the control of the water communications and approaches to the Bed 
Biver, which will become of great importance to us as soon as we are 
prepared to move against Port Hudson for the reduction of that posi¬ 
tion. 

We have reports from above, through rebel sources principally, that 
the operations against Vicksburg have been abandoned. 

Major-General Augur has taken command of Baton Bouge. 

To General Sherman I have confided the command of the defenses 
of this city. For active operations the troops are organized into four 
divisions, commanded respectively by Major-General Augur and Brig¬ 
adier-Generals Sherman, Emory, and Grover. 

There have been but one or two arrivals of troops from the B^orth 
recently, and those have comprised only small detachments. I had 
hoped that the remainder of the expedition would have joined us ere 
this. To be effective for offensive operations we need them all now. 

I trust that at least Generals Andrews, Dwight, and Bowen may be 
ordered to join me without delay, and that the Second Massachusetts 
Cavalry, battalion of Bhode Island, squadron of New Hampshire, 
squadron of Maine, and battalion of Metropolitan (New York) Cavalry 
may be sent forward without fail and at the earliest practicable moment. 
This is of vital importance, as the almost total deficiency of cavalry in 
this department renders us almost helpless either for offensive or de¬ 
fensive operations. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

[InclosTire.] 

Statement made by S. H. Partridge, acting master of the Hatteras: 

Wnsi ou board of the steamer Hatteras, off Galveston, at abont 3 p. m. Sunday, 
January 11, when a vessel hove in sioht southeast. We were signaled from the 
Brookbm to give chase. As we came in sight she appeared as if endeavoring to escape. 
Just before d.irk was able to discover that she was bark-rigged. She set a top-gallant 
sail. After dark we gamed rapidly, and when we came near found her lying to under 
steam. We had been at quarters twenty miuutPF. As we came up ^Ir. Blake hailed 
and asked wliab ship it was. She answered, ‘‘Her Britannic Majesty’s ship Spitfire.” 
Captain Blake said, “I will send a boat on hoard.” Bo.l ’ »_ ’■* I was ordered 

1o take charge and board. Before we were one-half .* ! ■' ' y from the side 

the straugiT opened fire. Ir was returned by the Hatteras, and both started ahead 
iiiider a full head of steam, • ■ —' . broadsides, as fast as they could load and 

fife, for about twenty rainin ■ . guns, and then with musketry from both 

vessels. All this lirnt* I bad been endeavoiing to board my vessel again, but could 
not conic np. After musketry ceased I discovered that the Hatteras wa.s slopped and 
blowing otf steam, with the enemy alongside for the purpose of boai ding, lleaid the 
enemy elu'cring and knew that the Hatteras had been captured, end thought it was 
no use to give myself ii]) as ])risoner, and rowed back tovaid the llect, under cover 
ofilarknoss, in li()])es of giving information of the nttair. I'in* Brookl\u went out the 
next (lay and found tln^ Hatteras sunk. 

Tbe United States steamer Hatteras was captured and sunk on Sun¬ 
day evening, about 10 miles south of Galveston, by tbe rebel pirate 
290. Our Texas traitors arc concentrating a large force on Galveston 
Island. 

JESSE STANCEL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel First Texas. 
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Engineee Oppiob, Department op tee Gulp, 

Hew Orleans, January 15, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. K P. Banes, 

Oomma/nding JDejgartmmt :. 

Sir : In obedience to your order to report the condition in which I 
find my department in this city I have the honor to submit the follow¬ 
ing: 

General Butler had had no officer of either corps of engineers upon 
his staff for three or four months prior to our arrival, and this branch 
of the service was in great confusion. 

Ko organized system of reconnaissance with troops existed, and the 
few maps and sketches to be found in the department were mostly scat¬ 
tered among the different brigade headquarters or filed away where 
they were of no general use. hTo means of multiplying copies existed. 

For making surveys within our lines Mr. W. H. Wilder, a civil en¬ 
gineer of this city, was employed, at the rate of $20 a day, with twenty- 
three assistants, several of whom received $6 a day. Mr. Wilder 
supplied the department with maps claimed to be based on original 
surveys, when some of them at least were chiefly compiled from pub¬ 
lished maps. His loyalty is not above suspicion, since I have a map 
dedicated by him to “L. Pope Walker, Secretary of War.” My first 
act was to discharge this man and his party. 

My department is now well organized. I have about a dozen civil 
assistants, carefully selected (i-ate of pay $4 ])er day), some of whom 
are attached to the headquarters of independent coinnunuls, to])orfoim 
any assigned engineer duty; others are employ ed in surveys and recon¬ 
naissances under my immediate direction, and the l est engaged in pre¬ 
paring maps in the office. I have a photographic establishment, by 
which these maps may be rapidly multiplied for distribution, either on 
the original or on a reduced scale. I have a largo collection of mai^s 
and books by which detailed infoimalion can readily be obtained l ela- 
tive to any designated part of the department, and i lun'e submitted a 
project of a plan by which the efficiency of this branch of my dnt\' may 
be still further increased. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

HENEY L. ABBOT, 

Captain and Chief of Topographical TJnginccrs. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, Insp. Gen.’s Office, 

New Orleans, January 1.1, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. K. P. Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans: 

GENEB.4L: In reply to your communication requiring a statement as 
to the condition of the inspector-general’s department J have tin* honor 
to report as follows: 

tnJP® “'‘^'^ted in the Department of 

the Gulf until November 10,1862, when Oolonol Dudley, Thirtii'lh ]\Ias- 
sachusetts Volunteers, was detailed for the jiosition. He gave liis lau'- 
wf im]>ortant duties of his position, and from ivjiorts 

Inn ^ <l'‘]'‘iriiiseut hav(‘ been 

much lednced by the diseases mci<!enl lo the climate and the eilicimicy 

by detailing olliccrs to till civil positions, 
luis last cause (t inetnciency is iiaiticulaily noticeable in the Twelfth 

Eegiment Connecticut Volunteers : <■ oie m me awunu 
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Of the field officers the major only was present. The colonel is acting’mayor of New 
Orleans, and the lieutenant-colonel is the president of the New Orleans and*Opelousas 
Hailroad. Of the staff the chaplain only was present. The adjutant was sickj quar¬ 
termaster under arrest; the senior surgeon detached to take charge of Saint Janies 
Hospital in New Orleans, and the assistant surgeon was on duty at the regimental 
hospital. (Colonel Dudley’s Report.) 

The forts for the protection of the city have been sadly neglected. 

Eeports of inspection made of Forts Macomb and Pike, on the 2d and 
3d of December, 1862, by Colonel Dudley, exhibit a criminal neglect of 
those important posts. They are poorly supplied with implements for 
working the guns and very deficient in ammunition. 

I relieved Colonel Dudley on the 19th of December, 1862, and com¬ 
menced a thorough inspection of the new regiments. I have not seen 
one fit to take the field. The ignorance of officers is lamentable. In 
one instance the lieutenant-colonel commanding Fifteenth l^Tew Hamp¬ 
shire Volunteers admitted that he could not give the commands to 
pass his regiment in review. The colonel of another regiment (Forty- 
seventh Massachusetts) executed the same movement in such a style 
that it was humiliating to witness it. 

The efficiency of several regiments is destroyed by their miserable 
arms. The Fifteenth ISTew Hampshire had the old fiint-lock musket 
altered to percussion. The anus had been much used; many could not 
be cocked. Quite a number had the hammers off, and the bayonets did 
not fit the pieces. 

The Forty-seventh Massachusetts have the Austrian rifle, made of 
poor material and badly constructed. I examined eight hundred of 
these rifles and I do not consider one hundred serviceaWe. 

The Sixteenth ITew Hampshire have the Vincennes rifle. Twenty 
per cent, are defective. In one company seventeen were found that 
would not snap a cap. Even if the drill of such regiments was i)erfect 
they could not be relied on. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. ABERT, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Assistant Ins;pector-General 


Office Chief of Artillery, Dept, of the Gulf, 

January 15, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. K P. Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf: 

General *. Agreeably to your request of last evening, calling for a 
brief statement of the condition of the artillery in this department, I 
have the honor to state on my assuming charge of this office 1 wai> un¬ 
able to procure any information whatever of the condition of the artil¬ 
lery belonging to General Butler's command. From statcnieiits since 
received I am of the opinion that none of the batteries belonging to 
that command are in a condition to take tlie field eiticieiitly, and the 
want of the most essential ])arts for their equipment i^reeliidos the 
possibility of prepaiiiig them properly for some time to come. 

In regard to the aitiliery assigned to your expedition, hut one battery 
has arrived here. The horses and the greater part of the ordnance 
stores for the same are also due. ITndei tliese circumstances I am of 
the opinion that it must be exceedingly liazaidons, if not impossible, to 
make any offensive movements at this time, so far as jiertains to the 
present state of my department. A circular has been issued from this 
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office to tlie commanders of batteries calling for an inventory of ord¬ 
nance and ordnance stores on hand, and directing requisitions to be 
made out for all the articles necessary to place them in a perfect state 
of efficiency. These will be filled as rapidly as the Chief of Ordnance 
can meet the demands, and no exertion will be wanting on my part to 
have the artillery force ready for field service at the earliest possible 


moment. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EICHAED AEEOLD, 
Captain, Mfth Artillery, Chief of Artillery. 


Note.— 1 would add in reference to siege operations that there are no 
guns whatever here suitable for the purpose. They can probably be 
obtained at some of the forts along the coast, but the procuring and 
transporting them to this place and the organization of a siege train 
will require some weeks at least. 

E. A. 


Oppioe oe the Chibp op Artilleet, 
Headqxiaetees Depaetkent op the Gulp, 

Wew Orleans, January 15, 1868. 

Maj. Gen. E. P. Banks, 

Commanding Bepartmmt of the Gulf: 

General : Agreeably to your request I have the honor to present 
the following statement, exhibiting the strength, distribution, and com¬ 
position of the artillery force serving witliin this department, arranged 
under the following heads, viz: 

LIST OP MOUNTED BATTEEIES. 


Comraan<Ier’s name, company, and station. 


Capt. R. C. Duryca, Company F, 1st XT, S. Artil- 
It'ry, and one* section of Company A, 1st TJ. S. 
Arlilleiy, Carrollton road. 

FiistLioiit. J. B. Ilawlcs, rn:n:», C 5tli TJ.S. 

Artillery, Tivoli Circle, Ni'a 
C apt. P. E. Holcomb, 2d Vermont Battery, Fac- 
tois’ Pi ess, New Orletius. 

Captain Mack, 18tb New York A i till cry, Aimnn- 
ciatiou Sqnarc, Now Orlc.aus. 

Capt. Ilonrv W. Clossou, Company L, 1st U S. 
Artillery, Baton PlOuj^c. 

First Liei'^ T,-'-- T. P.-.'', . Company C, 2d U. S 
Arliller 

Capt. 0. F. Nims, 2d Massacliiisotts Battery, Baton 
Koufie. 

Caut. E C. Bainbiidffo, Company A, Ist U. S. 
Artillvry, Berwick Buy. 

Captain Thompson, 1st Maine Bultoiy, Thibo 
deiiux 

Capt. TV. TV. CariTitb, 6tb Massaebusetts Hut 
tciv, Thibodeaux. 


Nature of ordnance and caliber of oaob. 


Six 12-poundcrN;>pi»leoii ftnns, two 'i inch liilo.s ; 4 
conjuiis.sioiiod ollirtM'H, 14IJ cnli.sicd men. 

Six 12-ponndcr Na])olcoii guns, 2 commissioned 
oflicers, 127enlisted im'H 

Two 6-])oimder Saw^ir mins, two 12-])oundor 

liowitzeis, two ;{-im li {i,uuh, -commissioned 

ollieeia,-eiilislod men 

Six 20-pouTider Paiiott iilli's 

Four 12-]>oniidi‘r Napoleon ^uiis, (wo 10 ])()Uiidor 
P.iriolt rides, 4 eoiiimiH.sioiieii ollieei.s, 122 en¬ 
listed men 

Four 12-pounder Najndeon ji,uns, iwo .'J-meli rifle 
- eoiiimisHioiied oilieeis, - enlisted 

moil. 

Six G-jioumlei lifli* ;!,ims, iMimmissioiUMl dilieers, 
122 onlisled men. 

Two 12 ]»oiind<T Napoli on 2 in«-li lillo 

ftuns, 0 commissioned oHii'crs, Ktl enhsled imm 

Four ()-iKmn(lei Tilled luon/e^nns, (Iimmi 12-poimd- 
< r Imwil/ms, 5 ( omnussiom d olln eis, J2K en- 
li-iled men. ' 

Four G-ponmli t Saw\<‘r ^iniis, (wo 12-ponn<ler 
Iiov/i('/iis, .5 eommi'-sioned ollneis, 144 ciihslod 
men. 


Besides the above there is a section of Ctiidaiu TnilTs Fourth Mas¬ 
sachusetts Battery, mounted, Tvith t.Tvo 12-p()uuder ride j^uns, and sta¬ 
tioned at Berwick Bay j also the TTvcuty-iirst Indiana Battery, made 
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up from men selected from that regiment, and furnished with three 
6-pounder guns, captured from the enemy previous to the battle of 
Baton Rouge. 

All of the above batteries, with the exception of the Eighteenth Xew 
York, Captain Mack, were mounted previous to my arrival in the city, 
and I am informed, though not fully equipped, are in a condition to 
perform field service. Many of the requisitions sent to the ordnance 
department have not been filled, owing to the non-arrival of the stores 
now overdue. A circular has been issued from this office to the com¬ 
manders of batteries, calling for an inventory of the ordnance and ord¬ 
nance stores on hand, and directing requisitions to be made out for all 
the articles necessary to place them in a perfect state of efficiency. 
These will be filled as rapidly as the Chief of Ordnance can meet the 
demand. 


LIST OF FOOT COMPAITIES OF AKTILLERY. 


Commander's name, company, and station. 

Xatnre of ordnance and caliber of each. 

Capt. Harvey A. Allen, Company K, 2d IJ. S. Artil¬ 
lery, Fort Pickens. 

Capt. Frank Lamed, Company Ft 2d IT. S. Ar¬ 
tillery, Fort Barrancas. 

Capt. Oeorge G. Trull, 4tliMa8saolLU8ett8 Battery, 
Fort Pike. 

C^t. George W. Duncan, 1st Vermont Battery, 
Camp Parapet. 

Grarrison duty. 

Do. 

Do. 

Two S-ponnder rifled guns, two S-pounder guns, 
two 6-pounder howitzeis. 


From which it will be seen there are ten complete mounted batteries, 
one company of infantry acting as such, with three guns, and a section 
of the-Fourth Massachusetts mounted. 

So long as Pensacola is held by oui^ forces I could not recommend 
the moving of the artillery companies at Forts Pickens and Barrancas. 
I would, however, suggest, as soon as their services can be dispensed 
with, the ordering of Captain Duncan at Camp Parai}et and Captain 
Trull’s company at Fort Pike to this city to be mounted. 

The Twenty-iirst, Twenty-fifth, and Twenty-sixth hTew York Batteries 
are now on the way to this city on vessels containing artillery horses. 
On their arrival, should it be your desire, they can be at once organized 
and equipped, which will give a total of fifteen batteries and ninety 
pieces of artillery of various calibers in preparation for assignment to 
the divisions of the corps. 

In conclusion, I would suggest as a basis of organization of the artil¬ 
lery for field operations the assignment of three batteries to each divis¬ 
ion, under the direct orders of the division commanders, to be composed 
as follows: One battery of six 12-ponnder Napoleon guns, one of six 
rifles, and a mixed battery of four smooth-bore and two rifles. Tins, 
in my opinion, will give the best proportion and most efficient combi¬ 
nation for both combined and separate operations, due reference being 
had to the artillery of reserve. Should this arrangement meet with 
your approval 1 will furnish a list of the batteries arranged for each 
division. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your ol)edient servant, 

’ ^ ^ EICHAKD AEEOLD, 

GaptaiUj Fifth Artillery^ Chief of Artillery, 
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Headqlabtebs Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ January 15, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. K P. Banks, 

Commanding JDepartment of the Oulf: 

General: There is now working in this department 31G miles of 
telegraph, constituting five separate lines radiating from New Orleans. 

Of the above 57 miles have been added since you assumed command 
of the department. The whole of this is working well, but the condi¬ 
tion is not satisfactory, owing chiefly to the temporary character of 
repairs. There is no material in this department to repair old or build 
new lines except pieces of old and mutilated telegraphs, and all that 
has been received here since the occupation of this city are instruments, 
which will not exceed $200 in value. We shall hardly get old material 
enough to finish the line to Donaldsonville, a distance of about 5 miles. 
I exceedingly regret that until we are in receipt of material it will be 
impossible to push the lines forward to desired points. 

The city police and fire telegraphs are not included in foregoing. 
Eepairs are now going forward which will render them entirely reliable. 
This (city) department is well supplied with instruments and material, 
the entire expense of which is borne by the city government of New 
Orleans. 

I respectfully submit the above, and have the honor to subscribe my¬ 
self, your most obedient servant, 

OHAS. S. BULKLEY, 

Assi8tant Superintendent TJ. S. Military Telegraphs. 


New Orleans, January 15,1863. 

Lieut. Col. Richard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneralj Dept of the Gulf: 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the number 
and approximate strength of the various cavalry companies in this de¬ 
partment. 

The maximum number of mounted and equipped men now in the field 
cannot exceed 635, or the one-eightieth of the entire ariny. As these 
are scattered at various posts and are insufii(*ient lor vedette duty, all 
expeditions and reconnaissances must needs be carried on by infantry, 
while no country presents a fairer field for the eniploynnmt of cavalry 
than this State. It is level; all tracts which are dry, having Ix^en tilled, 
are free from obstacles, whilst the swamps arc alike iinpassabh^ for the 
three arms. 

Should the Mississippi, which is rapidly risiiig, break ihrough one of 
the many weak points in the levees and sjiread over the country to the 
depth only of one foot, our infantry would necessarily be confined to the 
camps, and the parishes where the iidiabitants Iiiive taken the oath of 
allegiance left open to the raids of the cnemy^s mounted foree, which, 
according to report, amounts to several thousand. Witli a moderate 
proportional cavalry force expeditions and aggression might be simulta¬ 
neously made against the enemy’s line of operations on I\)rt Jlndson and 
Clinton and New Orleans and Jackson Railroad, as also in the Opelousas 
country, where the rebel Legislature is in session. 

Want of horses is the only obstacle to the proposed plan of selecting 
a small percentum of good horsemen from the infantry regiments for a 
provisional cavalry. Owing to the season of the year the risk is great 
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in shipping horses, and owing to requirements for the army in Virginia, 
the delays in purchasing, transportation, &c., months must elapse be¬ 
fore horses can be procured from the INorth. 

I have visited the agricultural districts within our lines, and have 
taken all available horses to the number of 125. ^^To greater number 
can be procured without distressing poor families. Even in many in¬ 
stances I gave them a mule in exchange. 

I am iiiiormed that several hundred animals fit for cavalry, and which 
are merely used as objects of luxury and convenience, can be found in 
this city. Many of the owners of the same will not willingly disi 3 ose of 
them at any price to forward the interests of the United ;Stat<?s Army. 

Although the sui32^1y of arms and equij)ments is limited, a sufficient 
number for 1,600 men may be daily expected and can be had by further 
requisition in thirty days. 

In interim saddles may be purchased here, confiscated shot-guns 
substituted for carbines, and the want of sabers met by the adoption of 
the lance, of which one thousand can. be manufactured per week by the 
artisans in the quartermaster's department. 

The prospects of recruiting more companies for the Louisiana Cavalry 
are fair. 

Most respectfully, your very obedient servant, 

H. eobls^so:n, 

Ifq/or, d'C. 


Headquarters Departiuent of the G-ulf, 

I^€^c Orleans^ Jamiary 15,1863. 


General IN. P. Banks, 

Commanding Bejoartmerii of the Gulf: 


General : In compliance with your request of the 14th instant, for 
a brief statement of the condition iu which I find my department in this 
city, I have the honor to submit the following: 

Erom Major Strong, whom I relieved as afl;utnrt-gr-acTal of the de- 
l>artmeut, and Captain Davis, his assistant, 1 received all assistance and 
explanation that I found it necessary to ask up to the time of their de- 
paiture. 

The record books required by the regulations of the Adjutant-Gen eraFs 
De])artinent have been properly kept, with the exception of the register 
of letbu'S leccived. I do not iindeistand the princijfie on w'hich this book 
has been kept. It contains entries of but a small number of letters. 
Uaidly a paper w’hicli has been inqiiiied for (am be found on it. The 
files have been \er.v inipeifectly kei^t. There is not a trace iu iny otiice 
of many of the most important papers. 

There are no ie('oids or })apers relating to the large number of pris¬ 
oners confined in the vaiious tbits, &c., except a small parkage, which 
w'as handed to me by General Butler hinmeli*. I am intornu-d that 
many of the leeords and papers were kojit uuder Geueial l>iitl{a-\s per¬ 
sonal direction and not considered as pertaining to the adjutantgen- 
eiaPs d(‘paihiK‘nt. 

1 ioiind no account of tlu^ di'>posi(ion of the Ino ivturii of the 

departiiunt bad been mad(^. out since ^laicJi. One lor tbo nioiiTh of 
September was completed after our arrival, but 1 could not use it for 
cm rent purposes. 

The subordinate eoiumauders seem 1o have made returns or not at 
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their pleasure. Some made reports every day; others never made any. 
General orders were issued as soon as you had assumed command re¬ 
quiring immediate returns, and special and peremptory instructions 
were addressed to those who failed to comply with these general or¬ 
ders. In consequence we have a reasonably reliable return for the 31st 
ultimo, and shall be able to do so, I think, regularly hereafter. 

The supply of blanks on hand was quite small, mostly printed here, 
and was wholly insufficient to meet the requisitions made on the 1st 
instant for the next six months. 

No funds of the adjutant-general’s department were turned over to 
me. 

All the clerks (some five or six) were civil employes, paid by Captain 
Davis from what is generally called the Provost Fund.” I found them 
ignorant, and replaced them by my own clerks, detailed, with a single 
exception, from the ranks. 

In addition to the military duties properly belon^ng to the adjutant- 
general of a department I found my whole time, night and day, taken 
up at first by applications, almost invariably presented in person, for 
the return of guns taken away from the citizens under General But¬ 
ler’s orders; for permission to hunt; for permission to fish; for passes 
within the lines and beyond the hues; for orders to release seques¬ 
tered cotton and sugar; for precautionary orders- prohibiting their 
seizure; for orders for the payment of checks refused by the banks; 
for the release of prisoners; for the suspension, commutation, or remis¬ 
sion of sentences imposed by the judicial officers; to remove certain 
parties from houses; to place certain parties in houses; to restore 
property of all kinds seized by officers, soldiers, or citizens “ connected 
with the Government;” to prevent property from being so seized; to 
return negroes; to prevent them from going away; to prevent them 
being prevented from going away; for bread; for employment; for 
orders to one citizen to do or not to do all imaginable things that an¬ 
other citizen might wish him to do or not to do; to order the payment 
of debts; to prevent persons from leaving New Orleans to escape the 
payment of debts; to order the passenger-railway conij^any to redeem 
a handful of blue tickets, &c. 

I also found that a number of special police officers and innumerable 
other petty employes, both civil and military, throughout the depart¬ 
ment rei)orted to me direct, instead of to the chief of the pi oper mili¬ 
tary or civil department concerned. It is scarcely an exaggeration to 
say that tlie duties of the adjutant-general’s department were coexten¬ 
sive with the wants and interests of the individual citizens of New Or¬ 
leans. 

While things remained in this condition, without system or organiza¬ 
tion, it must have been utterly impossible for the acljiitant-general to 
devote his attention to the military interests of the command, much 
less to the management of the details of liis office. In a word, so tar 
as any information of the military affairs of this department is con¬ 
cerned, I found the condition of my department almost a t<)tal blank. 
In sa;ying this I but confirm the statement which was made to mo by 
Major Strong. 

On many of the subjects I have enumerated you have made general 
decisions; others have been confided to the ehiefs of the military or 
ci\ il de])artinents concerned ; all have been systematized. 

Wiy respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

BIOll’D B. liaVlN, 

Lleutenant-Oolonel and Ai^siatant Adjutant-GeneraL 



Chap. XXVH.] 


•OEEESPOSrDENCE, ETC,-UUIOX. 


655 


Headquarters Oaot Weitzed, 

Jbonaldsonville, January lo, 1863. 

Col. Eiohard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant General^ Dept of the Gulf Xeio Orleans: 

Sir : Everj^tliing is quiet in tliis section 5 no appearance of the en¬ 
emy moving down from the Grosso Tete. 

The lieutenant in command of Perkins’ cavalry at Plaqueruine has 
just sent me a dispatch stating that there was a force of about 3,000 on 
the Grosse Tete, with eight pieces of artillery, but that he could discover 
no symptoms of their moving. I keep my mounted i)ickets well up the 
river and across from 4 miles above this place on the river to Grand 
Bayou, and it will not be possible for the enemy to get by without my 
knowing it. If he attempts to go by 1 can attack him 4 niiles above 
this place on the river or about the same distance down the bayou, or 
follow him up. You will understand that the enemy can take what is 
called the cut-off, and go from the river road to the Bayou La Pourche 
without coming within 4 miles of this place. 

The One hundred and sixty-second IN'ew York Eegiment and the 
Twenty-first Indiana Battery are on the north bank of the bayou, and I 
shall move over there with the Pirst Louisiana Volunteers to-morrow, 
when we shall be in convenient position to attack the enemy or to oc¬ 
cupy the fortifications if necessary. The fort is so nearly finished that 
I think it could be held, with the assistance of the gunboats, against 
5,000 men. I would recommend that four 20-pounder Parrotts be for¬ 
warded to this place immediately to mount in the fort. The artillery 
company which is here could use them to good advantage in case tha"t 
we should be compelled to occupy the fort. The lieutenant command¬ 
ing the Indiana battery says there are two 20-pounder Parrotts at Car¬ 
rollton which were exchanged for smaller guns by a Massachusetts bat¬ 
tery, and that they are doing no good there. He would like them for 
his battery; says he has sufficient teams to draw them easily. 

Should the general think best to mount the guns in the fortification 
it cannot be done too quickly. At least 250 rounds of ammunition 
would be required for each gun. 

I wrote to the Chief of Engineers stating that the fortification was 
ready for the armament, aud requesting that he should make arrange¬ 
ments for it. The guns that I ask for now are only a teini)orary matter, 
and would not interfere with his aiTaiigements. Prom your dispatch I 
infer that you think the telegraph station is near this place; it is about 
40 miles distant. 


My regiment is in good condition and the Indiana battery can be 
relied upon in every place, aud I shall give tlie enemy battle if there aie 
5,000 of them, and 1 can give WeitzeFs rear guaid timely warping- su 
that it can get out of the way; hut I doift think the enemy will attack 
this point or attemi)t to pass down the La Pourche. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

E. E. IIOLCOMB, 


CominandiiUj Post. 


Headquarters Rest:rve Brigade, 

Gamp StennSj Jai., January 18, 1S63. 

Lieut. Col. Eiohard B. Irwin, 

Adjutant-General^ Dept, of the Gulf Xen Orleans, La.: 

Colonel : 1 was much surprised to-d.iy to hoar from Lieutenant 
Harris, United States Marine Oorx)s, that the admiral had again thought 
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of removing one of the gunboats from Berwick Bay. These gunboats 
are now in a very bad condition, I believe it to be a solemn duty 
to put them all at once in a perfect condition, fill up their crews, 
and render them as effective as is possible, and that not only they be 
kept there, but that as many others, to the number of six or eight, be 
added to them—boats that draw about 4 feet of water, and all protected 
in the best manner against riflemen on shore. With such a naval force 
in that bay, in co-operation with a suitable land force, the only true 
campaign in this section could be made. Look at the map. Berwick 
Bay leads into Grand Lake, Grand Lake into the Atchafalaya, the 
Atchafalaya into Eed Eiver. Boats drawing not more than 4 or 5 feet, 
and in the force I mention, with a proper land force, could clear out the 
Atchafalaya, Eed Eiver, and Black Eiver. 

All communications from Vicksburg and Port Hudson cross this line 
indicated by me. By taking it in the manner I propose Vicksburg 
and Port Hudson would be a cipher to the rebels. - It w'ould be a cam¬ 
paign that 100,000 men could not so easily fight and so successfully. 
It is an operation to which the taking of Galveston Island is a cipher 
ind the capture of the Mobile Bay forts a nonentity. I am so fully 
impressed with the importance of this operation that I must request 
the Department to send a copy of this communication to Admiral Far- 
ragut and to the general-in-chief of the Army. The rebels, seeing the 
importance of this lino, are now fortifying Butte-a-la-Eose, a knoll sur¬ 
rounded by an almost inaccessible swamp on the Atchalalaya and not 
far from its entrance into Grand Lake. 

I solemnly protest against the removal of a single boat from Berwick 
Bay, and insist upon it that it is our duty at once to place them in the 
most efficient condition. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General^ United States Vohmtccrs, 


Washing-ton, 1). 0., January IS, 1803. 

Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, 

Commanding^ cCc., New Orleans: 

General: T have to acknov>ledi>e the receipt of your ([iree coiu- 
municatioiis of January 7, with iuclosures.’' 

So far as they relate to the couducl of Brigadiei (UuKu-al E niiillou 
I am directed by the Secretary of War to say in leply that (Luicral 
Hamilton’s commission of Governor of Texas will l)(‘ r(‘vok(‘(l. 

In relation to your proposed military ojauMtioiis J ha\e lit ll(‘ or noth¬ 
ing to add to the iiistructions already given. It is piobabk 1 hat i liMnaal 
Grant will order a new attack upon Vicksburg in about two \sa‘ek^ with 
large re-enforcemeuts. It is hoped that you may lu^ able to eo-opm.ite, 
if not by sending him assistance direct to Vicksburg, at h‘ast b\ ke(‘p- 
ing a large force of the enemy employed at Port lliuison. Tin* op<aiing 
of the Mississippi Eiver is the first and great obj(‘et of niilitai‘.> and 
naval operations at the Southwest, and every possibh'<‘ffbrt nm^l be 
made to accomplish that object, to the neglect if iioa^d be of all minor 
considerations. It has been suggested that steam transpoits could be 
sent up from Berwick Bay to the Mississipin above PoU Hudson, the 
gunboats run by the forts, and the troops at Baton Eonge <*ross l!i(‘ 


See pp. 200-205,639,642, and 643, 
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river, marcli by land, and take tbe transports for Vicksbnrg in the river 
above Port Hudson, and thus unite with Grant’s forces. I am not suffi¬ 
ciently familiar with tbe navigation and nature of tbe country to judge 
of tbe practicability of this suggestion. It is desirable, however, tbat 
your movements and Grant’s should be directed to the same object as 
far as possible. 

Tbe continued inactivity of tbe Army of the Potomac is exceedingly 
embarrassing to the Government, and we must now look mainly to the 
South and West to relieve the country from tbe gloom resulting from 
want of success here. 

Tour correspondence with the foreign consuls in regard to trade, &c., 
has been given to the Secretary of War, and will probably be laid be¬ 
fore the President and Cabinet. As soon as I receive tbe Secretary’s 
directions I will write you on tbat matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. w. halleok:, 

Qeneral-in-Ghief. 


Wae Depaetieext, 
Washington City, January 19,1863. 

Maj. Gen. U. P. Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf, Xev: Orleans, La.: 

General ; I inclose herewith a copy of a letter of tbe 14tb instant, 
this day received from the Department of State, touching tbe treatment 
of questions growing out of claims and complaints of French subjects 
in tbe department under your command. 

In your transactions with tbe subjects of France you will please con¬ 
form to the instructions of tbe President, as recited in the letter of tbe 
Secretary of State. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWIN il. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure.] 


Depart^^eent op State, 
Washington^ January 14,1863. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Becnretary of War : 

Sir : I liave tlie honor to communicate herewith an extract from a 
dispatch which has just been received from the United States minister 
at Paris in relation to irritations which have recently aiisen at Kew 
Orleans out of claims and coinidaints of French subjects. It is con¬ 
tained in the following words : 

Ho (Mr. do Llinys) said that he already had given or thai he would givein- 

structious to their agent there (at New Orleaubjto conduct matters with prudence 
and moderation, avoiding occasions for unneee&'sary diflicnlty, w itliont abandoning of 
course thepiotection of French subjects in their just rights, and if the United States 
Government would give like instructions to theii*new agent there he thought further 
difficulties at that point might be avoided. 

I am authorized by the President to request that this information 
may be given to Major-General Banks, and that be may be instructed 
to reciprocate in bis transactions with .subjects of the Emperor of 
France tbe just and liberal spirit thus manifested by the French Gov- 

42 R R--YOL XT 
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emment to the extent that may be compatible with justice and the 
public welfare. 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

’ ’ WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


City Hotel, 

New Orleans^ January 19,1S63. 

Maj. Gen. P. Banks: 

General : In our last interview you stated that you were willing to 
furnish transportation for the purpose of bringing off from Matamoras, 
Mex., such Texas refugees as may beat that place desirous of reaching 
the protection of the United States. From the United States consul at 
that place I learn that there are quite a number there, and I shall or¬ 
der Lieutenant-Colonel Stanoel, of the First Texas Cavalry, and Dr. 
William J. Moore, of the Second Texas Cavalry (who speaks the Span¬ 
ish language), to go as soon as transportation may be furnished them 
to Matamoras, to bring off such refugees, most of whom are ready to 
join the service. 

As these gentlemen will necessarily incur considerable expense in the 
discharge of their duty I have to ask that you place a sufficient sum 
for such contingencies at their disposal. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. J. HAMILTON, 
Brigadier-General, <&c. 


[Indorsements.] 


EespectfuUy referred to Colonel Holabird, quartermaster, &c., for 
consideration and report. 

K P. BANKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


January 19. 

None of our transports can go to Matamoras unless we control the 
river, and this seems to involve an expedition up it. There iwS no Imr- 
bor or place where vessels can lie not now in the hands of the Oou- 
federates. 

S. B. HOLABIED, 
Colonel and Qaartermanter, 


Heauquabters Camp Weitzel, 

Donaldsonvilley January 10, 1863. 

Ool. Eiohard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneraly Dept, of the Gulf New Orleans: 

Sir : It is reported to me upon good authority that the enemy are 
in considerable force on the Grosse T^te, and that they intend to make 
an attack first upon Plaquemine and then upon this place. The force 
is variously estimated from 3,000 to 0,000, and have a good supply of 
artillery. 

The roads are in very bad condition between this place and Grosse 
T^te, and if they intended to attack before I think they will give it up,, 
hearing that General Weitzel has returned. 
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I tliink I could liold the place now against a very large force, but 
would like a few guns to mount on the fortifications. 

A man who came in from Ponchatoula yesterday says that he read 
in the Memphis Appeal (January 15), nov^ published at Jackson, that 
the United States forces were in possession of Vicksburg on the 11th 
instant. He reports that the enemy have left Ponchatoula and that 
there is but a small force at Camp Moore. 

Should the enemy attempt to come down the river from Plaquemine, 
if General Grover had transportation to cross the river he could get 
in behind them and they would be betwixt two fires. 

Eespectfully, yours, 


E. E. HOLCOMB, 

Commanding Fost. 


As soon as I hear of any movement of the enemy I will report by 
telegraph. I have charged the officer in command of Perkins’ cavalry, 
near Plaquemine, to be vigilant and on the lookout and report any 
movement immediately. 


United States Stea:vi-Sloop Beooelyn, 

Off Galveston^ January 20,1863. 

Whereas a proclamation, dated Galveston, Tex., January 4,1863, and 
signed by J. Bankhead Magruder, major-general commanding, declares 
the said port of Galveston to be open for trade with all friendly nations, 
and invites their merchants to resume their usual commercial intercourse 
with the said port of Galveston; therefore the undersigned hereby warns 
all concerned that the port of Galveston and also Sabine Pass, as well 
as the whole coast of Texas, are under an actual blockade by a sufficient 
force of United States vessels; and any merchant vessel appearing off 
the aforesaid ports or attempting to pass out from the said ports under 
any pretext whatever will be captured, notwith standing the aforesaid 
proclamation, and sent into an open port of the United States for adju¬ 
dication. 

H. H. BELL, 

Comm., Comdg. TJ. 8. Forces off Galveston and Coast of Texas. 


Flag-Ship Haetfoed, 

JJew Orleans, January 21,1863. 

Lieut. Col. Eichaed B. Iewtn, 

Assistant Adjiitant-General, Department of the Gulf: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi¬ 
cation inclosing a document from Brigadier-General Weitzel in relation 
to the gunboats in Berwick Bay. 

In reply I have to say that it is the first I knew of the gigantic opera¬ 
tions in that quarter, or I certainly would not have taken the Estrella 
from there to place in Lake Pontchartrain. In my last conversation with 
the commanding general he certainly expressed no such views to me, 
but appeared glad that I had ordered the Estrella around to the lake 
until I could get others of more suitable force for flanking the position 
at New Orleans. 

Before ordering the Estrella around I wrote to the commanding officer 
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of the flotilla to know if he was in any danger of being attacked or if 
he could spare a boat for the lake service, to which he replied that he 
could spare her, as he knew of nothing to prevent it, as the cotton was 
destroyed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. Gr. FAEEAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral^ Commanding, 


Matamoeas, January 22,1863. 

Deab Maeks: We are still without any of yours; have written to 
you by every chance, and are anxiously waiting to hear* of your where¬ 
abouts, in order to act accordingly. In my last I mentioned to you of 
the Maja> not being discharged yet, and since then nothing has been 
done, the weather having been very unsettled, so we have not yet re¬ 
ceived a package. Nevertheless we have made a sale to- ^ 

amounting to $139,000, to be paid in-on delivery of the goods, 

at the rate of 25 cents per pound. This invoice cost us about $36,000, 
dehvered there, that is, across the river, and at Brownsville we receive 
the bales free of duty and expense. This is a splendid business. 

We have also contracted with the same parties for the following ar¬ 
ticles, to be paid as above, with the same condition, of which particSars 
win be given to you by mail via Tampico or any other idace that will 
offer: 

60,000 pairs heavy shoes, heavy brogans, assorted sizes. 

60,000 pairs heavy blankets, gray preferred. 

60,000 pairs heavy woolen socks. 

60,000 pairs heavy cotton socks. 

25,000 yards heavy gray cloth. 

20,000 yards heavy blue flannel. 

2,600 sides harness leather. 

2,500 sides sole leather. 

2,500 pounds shoe thread. 

2,500 pounds flax thread, black and white. 

Trimmings, linings, buckles, buttons, needles, &c. 

These articles will have to be bought, some in New York and the 
balance in Europe, but not knowing where you are, we hardly know 
where to direct this to you with any certainty; but at any rate buy 
some of these goods as quick as you can pick them up and forward 
them, no matter where this may find you. We shall wait to hear from 
you soon; if not, myself or Cam. will have to go and meet you, lor 
these articles must be got for our friends; and besides this being a 
money-making business and safe. Besides the Maja^s and Frederic’s 
we will have in about ninety days at least 1,300 bales, and we will for¬ 
ward it as vessels will offer to Europe; so means will not, be wanted. 

This being sent by a friend to New Orleans 1 have no time to make 
any further explanations, but will do so via Ilavana and Tampico. 

Yours, 


J. MAEKS. 


Dear John : Having but a few minutes to write before we have to 
send this off via New Orleans, so we cannot write fully. But what 
Jonas mentions above is all O. K. As you well know, I would not under¬ 
take anything which we should run much risk. This I have arranged 
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safe, and a chance for us to make up all our losses, and answer. If we 
carry out what I have undertaken there is a fortune. The means, and 
plenty of it, will go from here. I will have to remain here to see every¬ 
thing" through and further arrange matters with my friends. We will 
write you to-day via Tampico, and also in a day or two via Havana to 
New York. Marks, now is the time for you and us. Believe me, there 
is hundreds would like to have same chance, and, as I say, no risk; as 
I deliver, they will deliver us also. Try to get up an assorted cargo 
again and with more impirials as in the last. Must close. Write us 
by every way possible, as we must shortly hear from you or one of us 
must go even to Europe to see you. 

Yours, 

LAMBEET. 


[Indorsemeiit.] 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf. 
Eespectfully forwarded, as having an important bearing on the char¬ 
acter of the existing trade of Matamoras. 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major-General. Commanding^ 
By EIGHD B. lEWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-Genm-aL 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

lUFeic Orleans^ Jamiary 24,1863. 

Major-General Halleck, 

Commander4n-Chief U, S. Army: 

General : The inclosed dispatch from the mouth of the river causes 
much solicitude in regard to the southern defenses of the city. The 
vessel referred to is supposed to have been the Alabama, and her move¬ 
ments, with the escape of the Greta from Mobile and the uncertainty 
as to the position of the Harriet Lane, no news having been received 
from Galveston, affords some reason for the impression that an attack 
from the south is contemplated. This is strengthened by reports re¬ 
ceived in various ways of a contemplated movement of the rebel land 
forces from the Eed Eiver country. . d • ^ 

We are prepared for them all, however. The forts (Jackson and Saint 
Philip) have been strengthened as much as possible since my arrival, 
and a general plan of defenses adopted, which is being executed with 
all dispatch. 1 have before referred to the condition in which I found 
all the forts in this portion of the department. The deficiencies have 
been remedied as far as possible. 

The naval force here is insufficient. Admiral Farragut has repre¬ 
sented his wants to the Navy Department. Eecent events m the Gulf 
make it imperatively necessary that his fleet should be strengthened. 

The rebel force at Port Hudson and its vicinity is larger than I can 
bring against it, leaving a sufficient number of men for the defense of 
the city and the La Fourche District. I intend an immediate 
ment with all the force I can spare in the direction of Eed Eiver. This, 
if successful, will cut off uianj" of their supplies and render the position 
less important and impregnable than now to the forces I have in hand. 
I shall lose no time in this. 

Nothing is heard here from Vicksburg. 
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Tlie condition of this city is as favorable as I could wish and the mass 
of the people far less hostile to the restoration of the Government than 
I have known in Baltimore or Virginia. All reports to the contrary 
are from interested parties. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

hr. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosxire.] 

Heai>qfaetees Department of the Gulp, 

New Orleans^ January 24, 1863. 

[By telegrapli from Soutliwest Pass.] 

Bear-Admiral D. G. EareagtIft: 

Sir : Last evening about one-half hour before sunset a long, rakish, 
bark-rigged steamer, with top-gallant masts struck, passed slowly by 
the mouth of the river. When off the South Point she steamed off* rap¬ 
idly southeast. During the time of her passing the pilot-boat had a sig¬ 
nal in her main rigging, where I have never seen her set it before. As 
the bar is improving I cannot but think a dash is intended as soon as 
there is a fleet here to warrant it. I am in a poor condition to protect 
even my own vessel. The Katahdin is here and will leave this morning. 

Yours, 

0. HUGGIInTS, 

Commanding U. 8. 8. PaTrvpero, 


Headquarters, 

Baton Bouge^ La.^ January 27,1863. 
Lieut. Ool. Eiohard B. Irwin, 

A, A. ff., J7, 8, Vols.^ Hdgrs. Dept, of the Oulf New Orleans^ La,: 

Colonel; Since my telegram of yesterday I have conversed with a 
reliable gentleman, perfectly familiar with the country on the western 
bank of the river and tolerably so with the movements of the enemy’s 
troops there. He says it is impossible to operate with a command be¬ 
tween the Grosse T^te and the Mississippi, except in the vieinity of 
Plaquemine and between there and Indian Village, except by small 
bodies of men who know all the lanes and by-paths, and that any ad¬ 
vance of the enemy from Rosedale, where Sibley’s command is said to 
be, must be done by the water-courses. This gentleman knows that 
the command at Eosedale has recently been increas(Ml by 400 men from 
Alexandria, on Red River, and that more weie cxi)ected, and his im¬ 
pression is, from what he has heard, that they are expecting to go 
to the La Fourche country. He thinks that they are concenti*atijig at 
Indian Village. As this point is but 8 miles from Plaquemine I would 
suppose that point more likely to be attacked than Donaldsonville, 
particularly as the small number of the command there ratluT iiudtes 
it and one of the gunboats has been removed to Donaldsonvilh^ 

I also learn that the railroad from West Baton Rouge to IJoscdalc 
has been repaired from Rosedale this way to within 7 or 8 miles oL’ the 
river, with a view simply, it is supposed, of facilitating individual inter¬ 
course with the river and sources of information. 

Information from a reliable source satisfies us that Hindman has 
been badly beaten in Arkansas, losing about 4,000 men. 
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I have nothing further from Port Hudson. liTegroes from there say 
that all the men in the country are being sent in and that they are 
deficient in provisions. I send down the steamer Laurel HOI, and have 
requested the commanding officers at Plaquemine and Donaldsonville 
to give you all the information in their possession respecting the move¬ 
ments of the enemy. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. C. AUGTIR, 
Major-Oeneral, Commanding. 


Headquarters Defenses of ITew Orleans, 

Jamiary 27, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Department of the Gulf: 

Sir : In the inspection of the defenses of Xew Orleans I am now 
prepared to report upon their general condition, so far as commencing 
at the Mississippi Eiver above the city and ending at Proctorville, the 
terminus of the Mexican Gulf Railroad. A report upon the remainder 
of the line will be furnished as soon as the proper examination can be 
made. 

The city is covered on the north or upper side by a parapet, mostly 
built by the Confederates. The end of the parapet, resting on the river, 
is strengthened by a powerful battery of heavy guns, which covers 
both the river and the Levee road, and with the ship of ^ar there an¬ 
chored in the stream is sufficient to resist successfully any force that 
can approach by the river or the road. 

This parapet is, besides, armed with divers other batteries at intervals, 
which, with a sufficient infantry force, I think sufficient to resist suc¬ 
cessfully any force to that can approach it from any quarter. AU ap¬ 
proaches artillery and cavalry from the nature of the ground in front 
must be principally by the Levee road. 

This parapet is being repaired in a manner which will materially 
strengthen it, and the redoubt, which I understand the engineer de¬ 
partment contemplates constructing behind the center, will make it an 
exceedingly strong position. 

The next approach to the city is by the Jackson Railroad, which is 
impracticable, on account of the bridges across Manchac Pass having 
been destroyed. This Pass is watched by a strong picket drawn from 
Bonnet Carr4 Bend. Xo special defenses are required at this point. 

The next approach to the city is by Lake Pontchartrain, on the west¬ 
ern shore of which are two important landing places, at Hickox, or ter¬ 
mination of Carrollton Railroad, and Lakeport, or Mobile Landing, the 
terminus of the Pontchartrain Railroad. Both of these landings aie 
connected with the city by narrow defiles; the former by two roads 
over an otherwise impassable swamp; the latter by one road over the 
same swamp and Saint John’s Bayou. A battery was erected hj the 
Confederates on the Shell road to protect the first, but which has been 
demolished. Earthworks of some magnitude were erected on Saint 
rlohn’s Bayou and at the crossing of the Pontchartrain Railroad over 
Bayou Geiitilly. These works are still good, and three guns mounted on 
tlie platforms already constructed at the crossing would completely pro¬ 
tect the city at that point. Two or three guns mounted in the work on 
Saint John’s Bayou would completely protect it. A battery of some 
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nine guns mounted on a work found upon tlie Gentilly i*oad will, un¬ 
less it be found that they are more useful where they are (and I do not 
at present think they can be of any importance where they are), prove 
sufficient to cover these points. 

A picket of two companies each is posted at Hickox and at Lakeport. 
These picke^ts also guard, by small detachments, all the bayous of any 
importance between Manchac Pass and Point aux Herbes. 

I have ordered a battalion to take post at the crossing of Bayou 
Gentilly and Pontchartrain Eadroad, which will have the general pro¬ 
tection of these passes and the charge of the works on Saint John^s 
Bayou, Pontchartrain Kailroad, and the battery on the Gentilly road 
until removed. 

The approaches into Lake Pontchartrain from Lake Borgne are pro¬ 
tected by Ports Pike and Macomb. 

Fort Pike, covering the most important passage, will, when the gar¬ 
rison becomes more proficient in the service of the guns and the tour 
42-poundera there are mounted on serviceable carriages, be all-suffi¬ 
cient for the protection of the passage. Fort Macomb is iu good order 
in every respect save a little more aptitude and practice in the serving 
of the ordnance that is required. The ordnance here is in the finest 
order. 

The next point of approach to the city is by Bayou Bienvenue, where 
6 feet draught can be taken to within a few miles of the city. Here is 
a battery with platforms and pintles lor thirteen guns, the guns hav¬ 
ing been removed, I think injudiciously, and taken to Fort Pike. Fort 
Pike should rather have been supplied with guns and carriages from 
elsewhere. I recommend these guns to be replaced without loss of 
time. The barracks, magazine, and shot-furnace require repairs, and 
the terre-plein of the work should be raised a little to promote con¬ 
venience and health. 

The next point is Bayou Dupr^, which leads pretty well up toward 
the Mississippi; but as not over 3 feet draught can enter from the lake 
I do not think it advisable to place any guns in the tower there at 
present. This point, as well as Battery Bienvenue, is held by a small 
picket drawn from Fort Macomb. 

The next point is Proctorville, the terminus of the Mexican Gulf 
Eailroad. Here is an unfinished tower, calculated lor eight guns; 
but as the landing is a miserable one at present, a wteanu^r drawing 4 
feet being unable to get within a quarter of a mile from llie shore and 
the,shore being exceedingly shallow, nothing mor(' than a picket is re¬ 
quired at the landing. The cover of this point is ])roperly an earth¬ 
work, already constructed, a mile and upward from the landing and 
across the railroad, covering actually a narrow defile (of railroad track) 
through an otherwise impassable swamp. There is a battery of ibur 
guns mounted here by the Confederates. 

I propose stationing-a company at Proctorville, which will prcAcnt 
smugghng and take charge ol the battery and earthworks. 

The points of this reiiort I desire to ask the particular attention of 
the commanding general to are: 

1st. That everj^ point seems to be sufficiently observed oxce])t r>a> on 
Bienvenue, which I recommend to be at once put in order, its guns sup¬ 
plied, and a company to be stationed there. 

2d. The earthworks behind Proctorvdle, those behind Lakt^port and 
on Bayou Saint John, though not necessary to be actually occui)u*d, to 
be kept in order; the battery at Proctorville to reuiaiu for the present 
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until further examination can be made; three guns to be mounted on 
Pontchartrain Eailroad; two or three on Bayou Saint John. 

The road leading to Hickox can, I think, be sufdciently protected by- 
light artillery. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. W. SHEEMAI^, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


■* Heaequartbrs, 

Blaquemine^ January 27, 1863. 

EiOHARD B. Iewin, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: I am requested by the major-general commanding at Baton 
Eouge to communicate to you any information that I may possess with 
regard to the enemy in this vicinity. 

General Sibley is in command on Grosse T^te. He has at least 650 
cavalry and some infantry. I have heard different reports, all uniting 
in saying at least five pieces of artillery. Prom here to Indian Village 
it is a distance of 10 miles and a good road. Indian Village is the only 
place to cross the Bayou Plaquemine frqm Grosse T4te. There is a road 
fi:om Indian Village to Bayou Goula, but is not fit for artillery to pass 
over, and the only way to go to Donaldsonville is by Plaquemine. This 
I hear from the cavalry that is stationed here. 

There is no way of reaching Grosse T§te excepting through Indian 
Village or West Baton Eouge. Woods swampy and the water is quite 
high. 1 have a deserter here from Grosse T^te, whom I shall send to Ma¬ 
jor-General Augur. Three Frenchmen came from Grosse T^te to-day 
and from Opelousas originally; say they (the enemy) are impressing 
every one, both citizens and foreigners, between the ages of seventeen 
and fifty into the Army. I am very well guarded against surprise; 
cavalry vedettes 1J miles from town. 

I have had several flying reports of their attacking us. All agree in 
placing the troops of the enemy as high as 3,000. 

One of the gunboats has been ordered away to protect Donaldson¬ 
ville. If the enemy come from Grosse T§te they must, I think, pass Pla¬ 
quemine. 

General Sibley^s command has been divided; part of it in Opelousas 
County, but all say that they could be brought together very quickly. 

It is very difficult to obtain correct information from Grosse Tete, as 
the enemy’s pickets are at Indian Village. 

From your obedient servant, 

SAlVr. JOHIS^ STOKES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding Post. 


Headquarters Department of New Mexico. 

Santa V. il/c.r., January 27, 1SC3. 

His Excellency William F. M. Arny, 

Adit (j Governor of Xew Mexico: 

Sir: 1 ha\ e the honor to state to you that since last summci* the ijur- 
tion of this Territory known as Arizona, and also all ot that portion be¬ 
low the Jornada dei Mueito culled the Alesilla Valley, has been under 
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the control of the military authorities, and litigants have been obliged, 
from the absence of civil officers, to appeal to commanding officers to 
have their difficulties adjusted by military commissions. This has 
thrown upon my department of the public service a great deal of labor 
that does not properly pertain to it, unless where a country is wholly 
under martial law. If the civil authorities have officers present whose 
duty it is to attend to the adjudication of such matters I am very 
anxious that they should without delay relieve the military of this un¬ 
usual burden or formally announce their inability to do so. In this 
event the officers under my command will continue to discharge the duty 
without a murmur, as they hitherto have done. 

I write to you this letter thus early after my return from Mesilla as I 
leaiii the Legislature is about to adjourn, whose province it may be to 
take some action in the premises. 

I am, sir, very respectfully-, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. OARLBTOlSr, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headqtjaeters Department op New Mexico, 

Santa FS, Mex.j January 28, 1803. 

His Excellency John Evans, v 

Governor of Colorado Territory^ Denver City^ Colo.: 

My Dear Sir: Tour very kind letter of December 10,1802, in which 
you offer to help us with all the troops in your Territory in case New 
Mexico should be again invaded, came safely to hand, as did likewise 
your note of the 13th instant. Pray accept my thanks for your gener¬ 
ous and patriotic offer. 

I have just returned from Northwestern Texas, and fi'om what I could 
learn I do not believe any considerable force from tliat State will at¬ 
tempt to invade this country again, at least for the present. That the 
so-called Southern Confederacy, looking to a permanent separation 
from the Union, will desire to have a strip of territory extending acioss 
the continent to cover the silver and gold fields of Arizona and to liave 
a port on the Pacific there cannot be a doubt; and that there' will be 
a strong effort made to this end sooner or later, unless we arc more 
successful in the East than we hav^e recently been, is more limn prob¬ 
able. But the chances for such an attempt apix'ur to Ix' so rc'inote at 
the present moment as to warrant my sending the remaimh'r of the 
Colorado troops home. I have therefore issued an order to this end, 
which please to find herewith inclosed. 

With many wishes for your health and prosperity, 1 have the honor 
to he, Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

JAIMES n. CAKLUrON, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf, 

12. f JSfew Orleans., January 20, 1863. 

The proclamation of the President of the United Slab's, dated Jan¬ 
uary 1, 1863, is published in geueral orders for the information and 
government of the officers and soldiers of this command and all ])er- 
sons acting under their authority. It designates portions of the State 
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of Louisiana which are not to he affected by its provisions. The laws 
of the United States, however, forbid officers of the Army and Navy to 
return slaves to their owners or to decide upon the claims of any per¬ 
son to the service or labor of another, and the inevitable conditions of 
a state of war unavoidably deprive all classes of citizens of much of 
that absolute freedom of action and control of property which local law 
and the continued peace of the country guaranteed and secured to them. 
The forcible seizure of fugitives from service or labor by their owners 
is inconsistent with these laws and conditions, inasmuch as it leads to 
personal violence and the disturbance of the public peace and it can¬ 
not be permitted. Officers and soldiers will not encourage or assist 
slaves to leave their employers, but they cannot compel or authorize 
their return by force. 

The public interest peremptorily demands that aU persons without 
other means of support be required to maintain themselves by labor. 
Negroes are not exempt from this law. Those who leave theii* employ¬ 
ers will be compelled to support themselves and families by labor upon 
the public works. Under no circumstances whatever can they be 
maintained in idleness, or allowed to wander through the parishes and 
cities of the State without employment. Vagrancy and crime will be 
suppressed by enforced and constant occupation and employment. 

Upon every consideration labor is entitled to some equitable propor¬ 
tion of the crops it produces. To secure the objects both of capital and 
labor the sequestration commission is hereby authorized and directed, 
upon conference with planters and other parties, to propose and estab¬ 
lish a yearly system of negro labor, which shall provide for the food, 
clothing, proper treatment, and Just compensation for the negroes, at 
fixed rates or an equitable proportion of the yearly crop, as may be 
deemed advisable. It should be just, but not exorbitant or onerous. 
When accepted by the planter or other parties all the conditions of 
continuous and faithful service, respectful deportment, correct discipline, 
and perfect subordination shall be enforced on the part of the negroes 
by the officers of the Government. To secure their payment the wages 
of labor will constitute a lien upon its products. 

This may not be the best, but it is now the only practicable system. 
Wise men will do what they can when they cannot do whatthey would. 
It is the law of success. In three years from the restoration of peace, 
under this voluntary system of labor, the State of Louisiana will produce 
threefold the product of its most prosperous year in the past. 

The quartermaster’s department is charged with the duty of harvest¬ 
ing corn on deserted fields and cultivating abandoned estates. Un¬ 
employed negroes will be engaged in this service under the control of 
suitable agents or i)lauters, with a just compensation in food, clothing, 
and money, consistent with the terms agreed upon by the commission, 
and under such regulations as will tend to keep families together, to 
impart self-supporting habits to the negroes, and protect tbe best in¬ 
terest of the people and the Goveniment. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

RICH’D B. IRWIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Assistant Adjutant-General, 


By the President or the Uniied States. 

A rnocLAMATiox 

Whereas on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our 
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Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation wai 
issued by the President of the United States containing, among othej 
things, the following, to wit: 

That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hun 
dredand sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or ilesignatod pan 
of a State, the people whereof shall then he in rebellion against the United States 
shaU he then, thenceforward, and forever free,- and the executive government of th« 
United States, including the military and naval authority theieof, will recognize and 
maintain the freedom of such persons, and w'ill do no act or acts to repress such per¬ 
sons, or any of them, in any eftbrts they may make for their actual freedom. 

That the Executive will, on the first day of Jannary aforesaid, by proclamation, 
designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof respectively 
shall then be in rebellion against the United States;, and the fact that any State oi 
the people thereof shall on that day he in good faith represented in the Congress 
of the United States hy members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of 
the qualified voters of such States shall have participated shall, in the absence of 
strong countervailing testimony, ho deemed conclusive evidence that such State and 
the people thereof are not then in rebellion against the United States. 

Now therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, 
by virtue of the power in me vested, as Commander-in Chief of the 
Army and I>Iavy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion 
against the authority and Government of the United States, and as a 
fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on 
this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, and in accordance with my purpose so to do, 
publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred days, from the 
first day above mentioned, order and designate as the States and parts 
of States wherein the people thereof respectively are this day in rebell¬ 
ion against the United States the following, to wit: 

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of Saint Bernard, 
Plaquemines, Jefferson, Saint John, Saint Charles, Saint James, As¬ 
cension, Assumption, Terre Bonne, La Fourche, Saint Marie, Saint 
Martin, and Orleans, including the city of New Orleans), Mississippi, 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Vir¬ 
ginia (except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and 
also the counties of Berkeley, Accomac, Northami>ton, Elizabeth City, 
York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth), and which excepted parts are for the present left precisely 
as if this proclamation were not issued. 

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do 
order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated 
States and parts of States are and Iicnceforward shall be free; and 
that the executive government of the Uni+ed States, including the 
military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the 
freedom of said persons. 

And I hpeby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain 
from all violence except in necessary self defense; and I roeominend 
to them that in all cases, when allowed, they labor faithfully for rea¬ 
sonable wages. 

And] further declare and make known that su(*h ixnsons, of suitable 
conditions, will be received into the armed service of llio United Stales, 
to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other ])laces, and to man ves¬ 
sels o1 all sorts in said service. 

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, war¬ 
ranted by the Constitution, upon military necessity, 1 invoke the con¬ 
siderate judgment of mankind and the gracious favor of Almighty 
God. ^ 
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In testimony wliereof I have hereunto set my name and caused the 
seal of the United States to be aflSxed. 

Done at the city ot Washington this first day of January, in the 
Ft s 1 Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 

«- * three, and of the independence of the United States the 
eighty-seventh. 

ABEAHAM LIXOOLK 

By the President: 

William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State. 


Headquarters Departsient of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ January 30, 1863. 

Hon. E, M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sib : There are some cases of maritime prizes and others of a similar 
character growing out of the confiscation acts which are not brought 
within the powers of the provisional court, following the exact language 
of the acts relating to these subjects. 

It is suggested here that a district court should be organized for the 
consideration of these cases. The appointment of Judge Peabody for 
this duty would give entire satisfaction here. I do not know whether 
there can be said to be an incumbent judge of that court for the district 
or not. No one is here or claims to hold or exercise that power. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major- GeneraI Commanding. 


Headquarters Department of New Mexico, 

Santa FS^ N. Mex,^ Fehmary 1, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant-General TJ. S. Ariny, WasJiiyigton^ J). 0. ; 

General; I have just returned from San Elizario and Franklin, m 
Northwestern Texas, whither I went to confer with the people, who, in 
their alarm at the rumors of another invasion from the eastern part of 
that State, were fleeing into Chihuahua and leaving their fields to lie 
uncultivated. The commander of the Distiict of Arizona had ibsued 
an order that all lands thus abandoned should for the year be given 
to others who would cultivate them. This had a good efiec'F. 1 am 
assured that they will all return. 

There are no ih^w rumors of an advance of rebels from Tex<is. They 
could have but little to gain by such an expedition except the ri^^ht of 
way to the Pacific, to which great importance is said to be attacliod by 
the Southern Confederacy. As in the event of a sc^paratiou, to use thejr 
argument, tliey could not claim territory which They did not occupy, It 
is possible that an elibrt will be made to recover and hold Nev Mexico 
and Arizona. Besides it is perhajis a part of the plan to peisuade, if 
possible, Chihuahua and Sonora to secede from Mexico and join the 
Southern Confederacy. For this purpose it is alleged that Colonel 
Eeily was sent by General Sibley last winter to confer with the Gov¬ 
ernors of those Spates. 



670 W. riiA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N, MEX. [Ohjlp. xxm 

Leaving out of the question these reasons for recovering this country 
by troops of the so-called Southern Confederacy, the probabilities of an 
invasion cease. At this moment I consider such probabilities so re¬ 
mote as to justify me in employing the troops under my command in 
chastising the hostile tribes of Indians by which the settled portion of 
the Territory are surrounded. The Mescalero Apaches have been com¬ 
pletely subdued. I have now 350 of that tribe at Fort Sumner and 
en route thither. These comprise all that are left of those Indians, 
except a few who have either run off into Mexico or joined the Gila 
Apaches. I shall try to settle what have come in on a reservation near 
Fort Stanton and have them plant fields for their subsistence the com¬ 
ing year. 

The expedition ordered into the Gila country has already been quite 
successful. Mangus Colorado, doubtless the worst Indian within our 
boundaries, and one who has been the cause of more murders and of 
more torturing and of burning at the stake in this country than all 
others together, has been killed; and in one battle a few days since 
over 20 of his followers were killed (the bodies counted) and quite an 
amount of stock captured. Amongst this stock were found some of 
the United States mules captured 6om one of our trains in an attack 
made on it by these Indians last November on the Jornada del Muerto. 
Hostilities against the Gila Apaches are now prosecuted with vigor and 
will be productive of lasting benefits. 

The evidences of rich gold fields and of veins of silver and of inex¬ 
haustible mines of the richest copper in the country at the head of the 
Miembres Eiver and along the country drained by the Upper Gila are 
of an undoubted character. It seems providential that the practical 
miners of California should have come here to assist in their discovery 
and development. 

I have sent four companies of California Yolunteors to garrison Fort 
West, in the Pinos Altos gold region. I beg to ask autliority to let, 
say, one-fourth of the command at a time have one month’s furioiigh to 
work in the gold mines on their own account. In this way the mines 
and the country will become developed, while the troops will become 
contented to remain in service where the temptation to leave it is very 
great. 

By the time the spring opens the Apaches of the Gila will doubtless 
have been subdued, when 1 propose to punish the Navajo Indians for 
their recent murders and w^holesale robberies. It is not practicable 
with my present force and amount of means to make effective demon¬ 
strations on more than one tribe at a time, it may be set down as a 
rule that the Navajo Indians have long since passed that point when 
talking would be of any avail. They must be whipped and fear us be¬ 
fore they will cease killing and robbing the people. All of the Colorado 
Yolunteers have been ordered home. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES H. CAKLETON, 
Brigadier- General Commanding, 


[February 1,1863.—For Carleton to Adjutant-General U. S. Army, 
transmitting Maj. David Fergusson’s report of survey of Port Lobos 
and Libertad, Gulf of California, &c., see Series III, Yol. HI.] 
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Washington, February 2 , 1863 . 

Maj. Gen. K P. Banks, 

Commanding^ cfee,, Few Orleans : 

General : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of 
January 15, with inclosures. 

As stated in the reports which you have forwarded, your army is not 
fully sui)plied with land transportation 5 but as all your present opera¬ 
tions will be on or near water communications it is believed that a defi¬ 
ciency of land transportation should not retard your movements. The 
companies of cavalry intended for your command which are ready will 
be sent to you by steam as expeditiously as possible. You will remem¬ 
ber, however, that this is very expensive, as nearly one-half of the 
horses are at this season lost on the voyage and the other half not fit 
for service on arrival. General Meigs is assured by the former quarter¬ 
master of Major-General Butler that 4,000 or 5,000 horses and mules 
can be collected in a short time in the country occupied by our troops, 
and that carts and wagons suitable for the temporary purposes of land 
transportation can be collected in l^ew Orleans and the neighboring 
plantations. Under existing circumstances it is necessary that you 
supply yourself as much as possible from the country occupied. 

General GranPs forces have been for some time operating in the 
vicinity of Yicksburg, and the President expects that you will permit 
no obstacle to prevent you from co-operating with him by some move¬ 
ment up the Mississippi Eiver. Of such vital importance is this co¬ 
operation that nothing but absolute necessity will excuse any further 
delay on your part. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLEOK.'*^ 

Frenier Station, February 11, 1863. 
Lieut. J. H. Metcalf, A. A. A. 6 ., Third Brigade: 

I received an order through your oflace (Sunday evening, the 8 th in¬ 
stant) to send out a scouting party to ascertain the position of the en¬ 
emy’s pickets, their actual force, &c. I detailed First Lieut. George 
W. Worster and 10 men to start the next morning with ten days’ ra¬ 
tions. I gave him orders to find their pickets and capture one or 
more of them, if possible. He started by way of the lake with the 
only two boats we had and with a head wind. He was obliged to put 
in at the Be Sair Station, 6 miles above this place, and change one of his 
boats. He then set out for Pass Manchac 5 arrived at the North Pass 
early Tuesday morning. They went up the Pass to within half a mile 
of the bridge, landed, and made their way on foot up to the railroad. 
They arrived at the road about sunrise, rested themselves, examined 
the country, and found by examination that it had been frequented by 
some persons, and the lieutenant concluded it best to spend the day 
watching for their pickets, as he felt sure they were in the habit of fre¬ 
quenting the place he was then in. About 10 o’clock he discovered 5 
armed men approaching. He immediately ordered 5 of his men to ad¬ 
vance through the woods and get in their lear. This order was promptly 
obeyed, but owing to the easy access to shelter 4 out of the 5 made 
their escape. 

The prisoner taken is thus far very noii-cominittal. He says he is a 
private of Company O, Second Arkansas Jlegiment, Capt. Thomas Coch¬ 
ran, commanding. He says there are two more companies of the same 

* Answered February 19. See Appendix, p, 1099. 
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regiment at Ponchatoula, and one other company, lie does not know 
what to call them. Says Colonel Miller is in command of the post 5 he 
says there are about 350 men in all at the place. 

Lieutenant Worster, after learning all he could from the prisoner, 
started for home, arrived near our pickets about midnight, made land, 
and waited for daylight, it being very dark and foggy. 

Shortly after he had landed a boat with two men in it approached the 
shore. The lieutenant halted them, but they fled. He fired upon them 
but they were soon out of sight in the fog, but only to be taken by our 
other boat that was fetching up the rear. One of these men proved to be 
a planter by the name of 0. Eead. He lives about 18 miles below New 
Orleans. He had about $18,000 current paper money about him and 
$ 2,000 Confederate money. He said he was going to Canton, Miss., 
where his wife resides. He has taken the oath of allegiance. He said 
he had applied for a pass and was refused and thought he would go 
without one. The other man is a wood-chopper, who lives near New 
Orleans. He was hired by Eead to set him on shore near Pass Manchac. 
He has taken the oath. His name is Edward Kelly. The thought has 
occurred to me that the money found with Eead is for the payment of 
rebel soldiers. 

While this work was going on I had sent Second Lieutenant McCul¬ 
loch, of Company H, One hundred and seventy-seventh New York Eegi- 
ment, with 15 men, by way of railroad to Pass Manchac, to see if the 
South Pass had been frequented by the rebel pickets, and gave him or¬ 
ders to cross the Pass and connect with Lieutenant Worster if he found 
no signs of the enemy nearer. He started on the morning of the 10th; 
arrived at the Pass about noon 5 saw no signs of the enemy; succeeded 
in making a raft that would hold two men, and crossed the Pass with 
one of his men. The ground showed the appearance of being frequented, 
and they soon saw two armed men with bayonets fixed. lie recrosseil 
the Pass, and as there were no facilities for crossing with his men ho 
came home. It appears from all the information that I have gained 
that this force at Ponchatoula comes down to the South Pass and all 
about the country. 

My scouting parties could not have succeeded better than they have 
under the most favorable circumstances, and it must be reniembc^ed 
that we labored under the most unfavorable circumstances, having only 
one boat that was sea-worthy and that only capable of carrying six men, 
and having to go up a narrow i)ass a distance of 0 iniies inside the 
enemy’s picket. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. W. TEA 8 K, 

Cqptam, Company E, Fourteenth Maine Befjiment, 

Commanding Plclcet Station at Frenier^ La, 

[Indorsements.] 

Defenses, New Orleans, February 17, 18G3. 

These reports are quite satisfactory. They, however, .show that iu- 
tercourse still continues across the Tass (Manchac), and I am ai)i)re- 
hensive it will continue until we cau scour the northwest shore of the 
lake with boats. I recommend a good llgii . 1 ; sloop or schooner 
be furnished by the quartermaster’s department for this service. A 
couple of small boats besides are iiece.ssary thei e. 

Eespectfully forwarded to Headquarters Department of the (lulf. 

T. W. SHEEMAK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HEAJOQUAETEES DEPARTjfflBlSfT OP THE GTJLP, 

New Orleans^ February 24,1863. 

Eespectfally referred to the chief quartermaster to charter a schooner 
for the purpose. (To be returned.) 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

CHARLES A. HARTWELL, 

Lieutenant and Aide-de-Oamp. 


Would recommand that the 
Colonel Butler. 


March 6,1863. 

yacht be purchased now in hands of 

S. B. HOLABIRD, 
Oolonel and Quartermaster, 


EtEAHQUARTBES DEPARTMENT OP THE GTJLP, 

New Orleans^ February 13,1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in’Chiefs Washington: 

Sir : I have the honor to report the arrival of the following trans¬ 
ports of my expedition with troops since the 31st ultimo: 

Montebello: With 250 convalescents and three comi>anies Fiftieth 
Massachusetts. 

Constellation: Forty-eighth Massachusetts. 

Jennie Beals: Twenty-fifth Few York Battery (horses lost) from the 
wreck of Sparkling Sea. 

E. Wilder Farley: Twelfth Massachusetts Battery. 

Illinois: Four companies and headquarters Twenty-first Maine j Forty- 
ninth Massachusetts. 

George Peabody: Eight companies Fourth Massachusetts. 

Crescent: Company F, Second Rhode Island Cavalry. 

Jenny Lind: Three companies and headquarters Fittieth Massachu¬ 
setts. 

Belle Wood: Company C, Second Rhode Island Cavahy. 
Undaunted: Two companies (B and D) Second Rhode Island Cavalrj". 
On the Illinois came also Brigadier-Generals Andrews and Dwight. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

F. P. BAFKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Dept, of the Gulf, Hdqes. Second Brig., First Div., 
Gamp Stevens^ La,, February 13, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. C. 0. Augur, 

Commanding Division : 

General : In accordance with your imstinotions ol yesterday I pro¬ 
ceeded to Brashcar City last night. I found the Diana gone, under 
;\onr order, and at once "ordered the Kinsman, with Lieutenant Loring 
ou board, to overhaul the Diana, and both to make the reconnaissance 
of Bntte-a-la-Rose together. I have full and, I think, perfectly accu¬ 
rate information of the landing at Indian Bend. A steamer drawing G 

43 R R—-VOL XV 
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feet can get no closer than 3 miles from the shore. The Kinsman, 
drawing 4 feet, can get within a mile. The flats that we can collect can 
get within about 100 to 200 yards of shore. The bottom of the lake at 
this point is sandy and hard. Whether hard enough or not to bear my 
light artillery I could not ascertain. There is a levee, which could 
serve the purpose of an intrenchment, about three-quarters of a mile 
long, just below the road along the lake shore. 

The road from the lake to Bayou Teche is good and about three- 
quarters of a mile long. Where the road strikes the bayou is a ferry • 
this ferry is a small flat, pulled from one side to the other by rope. A 
mile above this ferry is a bridge (the nearest one to the road). The 
distance from this road to the position which the enemy now occupies 
below Oentreville is 20 miles by road. I am collecting all the flats I 
can find. “V^ether 1 can get a sufficient number is a question } whether 
after I get them I can transport my force in there depends upon the 
weather. The landing will be very slow for everything but infantry, 
as this can jump overboard. 

The crossing of the Teche, if the enemy is vigilant, can be made a 
stiU slower operation by the destruction of the ferry and bridge or the 
latter alone. 

The gunboats which attack in front must have a force on shore to 
clear out rifle pits and to assist in removing the two very serious ob¬ 
structions in the channel of the Teche or they cannot get within range 
of the enemy at all. Infantry above on the boats will not accomplish 
this. If I give from my brigade a force equal to this task I will have 
too small a force to attack the enemy in rear. All the information I 
get of the enemy’s movements is that, in expectation of an attack from 
a large force, he is concentrating all his troops at Camp Bislaixl, which 
is the intrenched position about G miles below Oentreville. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-General, U. Vols,, Gomdg, Brigade, 

P. S.—I have ordered an expedition to-night to capture, if possible, 
some of the enemy’s pickets, and through them, if possible, to get in- 
formation. 


Mesilla, Ariz., Fehruarg 13, 18G3. 

Brig. Gen. Joseph E. West, 

Oommemding District of Arizona, Mesilla: 

I have the honor to report that, in compliance with your instructions, 
dated the 3d of January, I proceeded to Ohibualiua, liiiviiig left on 
the 5th and arrived at my destination on the 17tb ultimo, and at once 
presented myself to His Excellency Don Luis Terrazas, Governor of the 
State, who appointed the 21st for conference.* In the mean time I had 
met, dined with, and had considerable social intercourse with him. 

At the appointed time I opened the subject of my mission to His Ex¬ 
cellency, viz, ‘‘The prevention of abuses against the Government of the 
United States, which have been committed by certain rebels who have 
taken refuge in Mexican territory.” In bringing the subject before the 
Governor I adhered to the language of your letter, which presented the 
case lucidly. The Governor stated that he had already been informed 


^ See also Fergusson^s letter of 
23 , 1863 . 


same date, inclosed in Carleton 


to Thomas, February 
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by the authorities of the Presidio del ITorte and El Paso of the facts 
complained of, and that he had issued orders for the prevention of the 
like occurrence again, further assuring me that he v^ould reiterate his 
orders, enjoining a strict compliance with them, and would give me 
certified copies of said instructions, which I have the honor to inclose 
herewith. The Governor said the prefects of the frontier allowed the* 
passage of Skillman and others, as they came under the pretejit that 
they were on purposes of trade, &c., and were armed solely for self- 
defense against Indians. 

He stated that he would with pleasure grant passports to United 
States officers, and such arms and escorts as might be necessary for 
their protection, desiring to visit Chihuahua for the purpose of obtain¬ 
ing supplies, and assured me that no efforts of any parties to prejudice ■ 
the Mexican people against our cause would avail, as they were almost < 
unanimous in their good-will toward our Government, looking upon' 
the cause of the Union as the cause of human progress and closelv 
identified with their own welfare as a nation. Much social intercourse 
with the principal families in Chihuahua has convinced me that such is 
the fact, and I am sure the Governor is very friendly, and understands 
the question at issue in our country very intelligently, and heartily 
jdelds our cause all his sympathies. He has given proofs during my 
limited stay, which I cheerfully acknowledge and bear testimony to. 
He desired me to convey the assurance of his distinguished considera¬ 
tion to the general commanding the Department of Mexico and to 
myself, and to express his good-will and utmost desire to preserve and 
cherish the friendly relations existing between the two nations, and to 
say that he will prevent, so far as in his power, the passage through 
Chihuahua of any armed organizations having hostile designs against; 
our Government. 

His Excellency expressed a hope that some measures might be adopted 
to rid the neighborhood of the Presidio del ll^orte of a gang of Mexican 
and American desperadoes who live at Leaton^s Fort, on the Texas 
side of the Eio Grande. He stated that recently they crossed to Del 
Norte and took a peaceable citizen (naturalized American I understand), 
named Wolfe, from his bed, and carrying him across the river hanged 
him until life was nearly extinct, for no other reason than that he was 
a Union man. Outrages of this nature are reported as frequent there 
by these \dllaiiiib, the chief of whom is one Edward Hall, living at Lea- 
tou^s Fort. In the absence of American troops or civil authorities I 
would strongly recommend that the Governor of Chihuahua be author¬ 
ized, on the proper requisition, to cross the river and arrest at least the 
Mexican desperadoes. Hall, the American desperado, recently robbed 
Fort Davis of much public property, I was informed, and sold it in 
Chihuahua. He claims to be an agent of the so-called Confederate 
States, and exhibited a paper signed by a notary public to the effect 
that he was legally empowered to dispose of property taken from Fort 
Davis. Justice has a strong claim on this bad rebel. 

I left Chihuahua on the 2d, returning via Guadalupe and San Elizario,, 
and arrived yesterday, the 12th instant. I will hereafter submit an 
itinerary of the route traveled. 

l am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. FERGUSSON, 

Colonel First Cavalryy California Yohmteers. 
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Headquaetees Depaetmejn^t of the Gulf, 

Neic Orleans^ Fehruary 14, 1863. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communica¬ 
tion of 19th January last, inclosing copy of communication from the 
Secretary of State in relation to the treatment of questions growing out 
of claims of French subjects. 

Since assuming command of this department I have accorded to the 
representatives of foreign governments all the consideration they could 
possibly claim. All matters relating to the claims of French citizens 
have been treated with prudence and moderation, and the relations 
between myself and the French agent in this cily, as well as with the 
other representatives and agents of foreign governments, are of the 
friendliest nature. 

I am, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

K. P. BAl^KS, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Second Brigade, First Division, 
Gamj^ Stenens^ La.^ February 15, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. 0. 0. Augur, 

Commanding Division: 

General : I feel it a duty which I owe you and my country to ad¬ 
dress you at this late hour of the night on the i)resent proposed move¬ 
ment on Butte-^ la-Eose and t’^e Teche country. 1 of course do not 
know your general plans; but 1 judge from my instructions, and what 
I heard while in company with you and the other generals, that your 
object is to gain possession of Biitte-a-la*lAOse, and, ir])()ssil)le, eaj)liu‘e 
the force on the Teche. In all honesty and candor 1 do not believe the 
present plan to be the proper one, ami for the t'ollowing nMisons : 

We have enough proof that the country in the vicinity of Bui t(‘-n-la- 
Eose, on the hanks of theGrosse Tele amlihe Atcliafalaya, is ovcrllowed. 
We also know that the only other coininunication from (he Atchafahiya 
(that is via Eed Eiver) to Port ELiidsoii is controlled by tin* gun¬ 
boats which have passed Vicksburg. Ee-tmforcmncnts cannot lliore- 
fore be sent from Port lludson. We have iinii>lc ])roor tlial by this 
time the whole of Sibley’s Texan brigade is soinewlnTc in tin* Oi)<‘i()usas 
country, either at Opelousas, to act as a reserve to Genmal iMoutoifs 
force, or at Alexandria, to hold the Eed Eiver. 1 have (nigag(‘(l Geu- 
eralMouton’s force twice and have been oi>pos(Hl to it during thn*e 
and a haK months, and I think I know its exact strength, condition, 
and position. The main body is in rear of intrencbinents on Madam 
Meade’s plantation, G miles below Ceutreville. If we dei(*at these two 
commands we form a junction with our forces near Vicksburg. By 
pursuing our success to Alexandria wc may capture General Moutoii’s 
force and with little loss, unless it form a junction with Sibley. If it 
forms a junction, we will meet them near Iberia and engage thein in 
open field, and with a proper force can defeat them. General Emory’s 
whole division (moved to Brashear Oily) and iny brigad<* can do this 
work. Let the light transportation now with Gcn(* 2 ‘al Einoi v and all 
destined for md collected by me be collected at Brashear City. Let 
two of the brigades be moved to and landed at liulian Bend, wiiile the 
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other two are crossed and attack in front. If Mouton escapes (which 
I think, if properly conducted, will be doubtful) we form a junction at 
Indian jBend. We proceed to attack and with much superior force 
(because I do not beliere Mouton and Sibley united will exceed C,000 
men). We can defeat them, pursue our success to Alexandria, and of 
course get Butte-^-la-Bosej our gunboats, to facilitate its fall, attacking 
it, as they cannot accompany us farther up than Saint Martinville. I 
believe this to be the true and only correct plan of the campaign, and 
hence these views are submitted. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier- GmeraL 


Headqtjaetees Department of the Gulf, 

Few Orleans^ La.j February 16,1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Geyieralin- Chief: 

Sir : Upon assuming command of this department I lound the dis¬ 
position of troops at Pensacola and in that vicinity substantially as fol¬ 
lows : Three regiments of infantry, say 1,300, for duty in the city of 
Pensacola; two companies of the Second Artillery at^Fort Barrancas 
and three companies of the same regiment at Fort Pickens. The forces 
at Forts Pickens and Barrancas combined reported 263 for duty. 

Eeflection upon this subject, confirmed by the opinions of officers 
who have studied the position and upon whose judgment I rely, satis¬ 
fied me that this disposition was founded in the radical error of placing 
the main force at a comparatively unimportant point, by no means the 
key of the position, and leaving the salient points defended by minimum 
garrisons. I regard the occupation of the town of Pensacola by the 
bulk of our forces as unwise, for the reason that we can hold the point 
with a third of the force, unless the enemy attacks in large numbers 
and with determination, in which case the whole force would not suffice 
for the purpose; that if, expecting such an attack, we attempted to de¬ 
fend it in this manner we should be cut off from the forts and from re¬ 
treat, leaving two positions of great national importance, defended by 
263 men, open to attack, and one of them (Barrancas) to probable cap¬ 
ture ; and, finally, that this occupation of a town without purpose tends 
greatly to the demoralization of the command. 

I have tlierefore dispatched Lieutenant-Colonel Abert, inspector-gen¬ 
eral of this department, to Pensacola, with written instructions, should 
he find the condition of things in that distiict to corre^^pond with iny 
impression, to put in force the following disposition: City of Pensacola, 
400 men, infantry; Fort Barrancas and its redoubt, one regiment of in¬ 
fantry and one regular battery—say two companies of the Second Ar¬ 
tillery—and Fort Pickens and Santa Eosa Island, the remainder of the 
infantry—say one regiment and three companies of the Second Ai td- 
leiy. 

Witli Liontoiunit-Colonel Abort, as a demonstration induced b\ re¬ 
cent reports of an intended attack on Pensacola, I have sent the Twenty- 
eighth Maine, Colonel Woodman, for temporary service only, to be 
posted where Colonel Abert may deem best, and to return here in rea¬ 
son to aid onr river movements, if necessary. 

Since my NTo. 3 of this morning a report reaches me, which I should 
be sorry to believe, that the enemy has been re-enforced at Port Hudson 
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by General E. K. Smith with 8,000 men, and that they have now at that 
place 43,000 men. This is said to have been written by one of Smith’s 
staff officers to an intimate friend in this city. There is nothing to con¬ 
firm it, nor does it confirm our previous accounts, which have placed 
the force at Port Hudson at less than 20,000. They are short of sup¬ 
plies at Port Hudson, and if the enemy had had 35,000 men there, or 
anything like that number, we should not have had long to wait for an 
attack on us at Baton Eouge. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

F. P. BANKS, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department op the Gulp, 

Ko. 17. 5 New Orleans, February 18,1863. 

I. No negroes will be taken from the plantations, until further orders, 
by any officer or other person in the service of the United States with¬ 
out previous authority from these headquarters. 

II. All privates of the nine-months regiments of infantry serving in 
this department, desiring to re-enlist for three years or during the war 
in one of the regiments of cavalry or batteries of artillery also serving 
in this department, will be honorably discharged from the former regi¬ 
ments by orders from these headquarters upon so re-eiilisfcing. They 
will record their names at the adjutant’s office of their respective regi¬ 
ments at once or before the 1st of April next. Lists of the names so 
recorded will be forwarded weekly to brigade or division headquarters. 
Cavalry or artillery officers desiring to enlist such men will apply at 
the proper brigade or division headquarters for these lists and for ])er- 
mission to visit the regiments to recruit. Not more than 50 men will 
be so taken from any one regiment, and none will be taken under any 
circumstances whose names are not on such lists. 

HI. The various headquarters in the Department of the Gulf will be 
designated by small flags or guidons, 4 feet square, attached to a lance 
12 feet long, made in two joints, as follows: 

The headquarters of the Nineteenth Army Corps and Department 
of the Gulf by a blue flag, with a white four-pointed star in the center; 
the figures 19, in red, on the star. 

Division headquarters, red, with a white foui-])oint(‘d star in the 
center^ the number of the division in black figures on tlu‘ star. 

Brigade headquarters, blue, white and blue hoiizontal stripes of 
equal width; the number of the brigade in black figures on the white 
stripe. 

These flags will be habitually displayed in front of tiie lu^adquarters 
they designate and on the march will be cairicd near the person of the 
-commanding officer. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

ETCH’D B. TEWIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Adjulant-General. 


Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Emory’s Division, 

Indian Village, La.., February 20, 1863. 

Capt. E. O. Ives, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain : In obedience to the order of the brigadier-general com- 
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manding divisioiij issued on the 18th. instant, I made arrangements on 
that day for an expedition to Eosedale on the next, but before midnight 
of the 18th a citizen arrived from Port Hudson via False Eiver (old 
bed) and Eosedale, who satisfied me that the enemy evacuated Eosedale 
on the morning of the 17th instant and marched up to Grosse T§te, but 
whether to Port Hudson via False Eiver or to the Atchafalaya he 
was uncertain, because the two routes are identical as far as the con¬ 
fluence of the Grosse T^te and Fordoche. I then decided to clear the 
Grosse Tete of all obstructions to steamboat navigation, and requested 
Colonel Gooding and Lieutenant Watson to send with me the 291, 
the Bee, and two of the launches, so that I might take up, besides my 
infantry, 20 artillerists mounted as cavalry, and during the night, from 
Eosedale as a base, send a small party to gallop to False Eiver and 
back; another to the Atchafalaya; also a party on hand cars to ex¬ 
amine the railway toward Baton Eouge, and still another to seize loco¬ 
motives and cars on the railroad near the Marigouin, and take them, 
with a part of the troops, to the river if practicable. 

My communication to Colonel Gooding and Lieutenant Watson (who 
were at Plaquemine), requesting the use of the boats, was met by your 
telegraph ordering away the brigade. Having nothing but small boats, 
I could only hope to accomplish a part of my purpose. I immediately 
set out with 80 men, and before sunset cleared the obstructions from 
the Grosse T§te, so as to make it navigable for gunboats or steamboats. 
We then marched 6 miles from Little Portage to within, say, 3 miles of 
Eosedale, and halted there. I went to Eosedale with a small party (6) 
on borrowed horses. 

The enemy had left on the morning of the 17th instant by the road 
which lies along the west bank of the Grosse Tete, and branches off at 
the junction of the Grosse T^te and Fordoche into two roads, of which 
one extends along the Upper Grosse T^te to the river above Port Hud¬ 
son, and the other along the Fordoche to the Opelousas road, which 
connects the west bend of the Fordoche with the Atchafalaya. The 
distance from Eosedale to False Eiver is about 25 miles, and from Eose¬ 
dale to the Atchafalaya about the same. Both are good roads. The 
roads near Eosedale I found excellent and the country is very fine and 
high and dry. The Grosse T^te is, I believe, navigable by the smaller 
steamers and gunboats 10 miles above Eosedale and by the smallest 
(steamer Louisiana Belle) to a bridge within 6 miles of False Eiver. It 
may be that steamers of a larger class can make that point at the pres¬ 
ent stage of water. 

The rolling stock of the railway can be secured, but I was informed 
(how correctly I cannot confidently state) that the railway is submerged 
W a considerable distance about 4 miles east of Eosedale. 

It would have been very gratifying to me to be able to send the 
scouts to False Eiver and the Atchafalaya. We marched back to our 
boats and embarked, arriving at Indian Village before morning. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HALBEET E. PAIl^E, 

Commanding Brigade, 


[Indorsement.] 

nEADQUAHTEUS TniUD DIVISION, 

Carrollton,) La.j February 21, 1863. 

Eespectfully referred to Major-General Banks. Colonel Gooding, in 
withdrawing the gunboat and launches, mistook my older, which was 
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telegraphed from your headquarters, and which directed not to inter¬ 
fere with this movement of Colonel Paine. Yesterday, as soon as I 
learned Colonel Gooding’s mistake, I sent back the launches under 
Lieutenant Watson, of the Kavy, and telegraphed to Colonel Paine 
that if he desired it I would also send back the Barataria. 

1 think you should see this at once. It may, in connection with 
other information you may possess, suggest a new disposition of Paine’s 
brigade. His transports will reach him to-day, and I shall telegraph 
him to await further orders at Plaquemine. This will give you time 
to deliberate without essentially delaying the original movement. 

W. H. EMOET, 
Brigadier^ Genera 1. 


Brashear City, February 21 , 1863. 

Brig. Gen. G. Weitzel, U. S. V., 

Commanding Brigade: 

Geiojral : The gentleman who arrived to-day says he has seen and 
talked with General Sibley, who has relieved Mouton; that the only 
re-enforcements yet arrived as low as the obstructions near Patterson- 
ville are the cavalry that have been at Grosse Tete under Colonel Fre- 
ret, numbering about 300. They have been the last two days below 
Pattersonville. He has dined with General Sibley, whom he heard say 
expected re-enforcements immediately, consisting of 3,500 men (all 
mounted). He (the Spanish gentleman) has heard of a large number 
of troops passing through Opelousas, coming this way, all Texans. He 
says Kirby Smith is daily expected to take command; that he is to 
bring two Louisiana brigades (recently from Virginia) with hiui 5 he 
does not know whose brigades tney are. The Host is near New Iberia j 
is not yet ready for service. He passed through the earthworks above 
Pattersonville yesterday. There are no heavy guns there. Mouton is 
in New Iberia. Two new batteries arrived a few days since at New 
Iberia from Alexandria; these he saw; they were finely equipped, and 
had six pieces each, all brass; they were both Louisiana batteries. 
Besides these he is sure there are two more, making, with Seinmes’, 
Winchester’s, and the Saint Mary’s, seven, all of them having six guns 
each. The Saint Mary’s battery is near Indian Bend, where the gun¬ 
boats went last Saturday; but on the Teche there is a shell road from 
the Teche to the lake. Semmes and Winchester have each four pieces 
at Camp Bisland, and each one section at the C 6 te Blanche, W (‘eks’ 
plantation, on the sea-shore. At Camp Bisland they have the Twenty- 
eighth Louisiana, Fournet’s regiment, and half of the Eighteenth Lou¬ 
isiana, Vincent’s cavalry, and 100 or 200 Texans, besides Freret’s num. 

Waller’s battalion is at Indian Bend. The other half of the Eight¬ 
eenth is at Fausse Point, on the lake. At Butte a-hi-Bose they have 
two or three heavy guns (he does not know which), one of the new bat¬ 
teries, and the Crescent Eegimont. He does not know how in any the 
Crescent numbers, but knows they have had a great many recruits 
lately. The Eighteenth has also recruited, and new regiments arc 
being formed from recruits and conscripts raised on the Bed Eivei* and 
all about this part of the State. 

The giver of this information is a Spanish subject; has a Spanish 
passport, dated Cadiz, 1859. He is going to Havana; has lived the 
last two years at Indian Bend. 

The new regiments are being organized at Camp Pratt. He thinks 
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no torpedoes have been placed in the Teche, but does not know. He 
says the officers told him if questions were asked him by us to say he 
knew nothing, but made him give no parole. I think he tells‘tbe 
truth. He was in Hew Iberia last Monday. He says they have the 
Host nearly ready. The Zouave (small), he has heard, they intend 
arming. The Cricket, Darby, Gossamer, Blue Hammock were all 
small stern-wheel boats, the Gossamei' being the largest. The Queen 
of the West was reported to have been captured and believed by Gen¬ 
eral Sibley to be true. All the small boats last named are used as 
transports. The deserters they have had from us have told them we 
did not intend attacking them at present. Two men from the battery 
escaped yesterday and went over to them. These he saw yesterday 
evening or this morning. I suppose you must have heard of the recent 
deserters, 7 in number, from our forces here to tlie enemy. I had not 
heard of them before now. The Spaniard is now here, but goes to Hew 
Orleans to-morrow. 

If you wish anything done with him telegraph. 

Eespectfully, 

PICKEEIHG D. ALLEH. 


Headquaetees Second Beigade, Eirst Division, 
Gam;p Ste'ismSy February 21, 1803. 

Maj. Gen. H. P. Banks, 

Gomdg, Dept, of the Gulf^ New Orleam^ La.: 

General : The above is from my aide-de-camp at Berwick Bay. 1 
believe every word of it. It agrees with all I previously knew and 
heard from reliable sources. I will be at Brashear City with my whole 
brigade by to-morrow night. 

G. WEITZEL, 

Brigadier-Generalj U. 8. ToZs., Comdg. Brigade. 


Headquaetees Department op Hew Mexico, 

Santa F^, A. Mex.j February 23,1S63^ 

Brig. Gen. Loeenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant-General TJ. 8. Army^ Washington, B. C. : 

General : Early in January of this year I authorized General Westy 
United States Volunteers, commanding the District of Arizona, in this de¬ 
partment, to send to the city of Chihuahua, in Mexico, Maj. (now Lieut. 
Col.) David Eergusson, First Cavalry, California Volunteers, that he 
might make arrangements with parties living in that city, so that we 
could gain intelligence of the rebel troops in Texas, particularly with 
regard to an advance, if any should be made, of any considerable force, 
having in view a re-occupation of Hew Mexico or Arizona. 

Major Fergusson has filled the requiieuients of his mission in a most 
satisfactory manner. Inclosed herewith please find a copy of his re- 
poi t. You will see that it is very full, and gives much information that 
will bo very valuable to the War Department as to the strength and 
probable disposition of troops in Texas; of the dissatisfaction alleged 
to prevail among those troops; of the cost of iirovisions and other 
articles in that State ; of the resources ot Chihuahua •, of rebels escap 
ing from California through Chihuahua to the South. 
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I also inclose a separate communication from Major Fergussou in re¬ 
lation to some pieces of artillery bought by a private citizen of Chihua¬ 
hua from the rebels as they retreated from New Mexico. It is submitted 
if it would not be well for the President to present these pieces to the 
Oovemor of Chihuahua, who now has them in his possession. It would 
cement the good feeling now growing up between us and the Mexican 
authorities along the line. 

You will also find herewith inclosed a copy of a letter from myself 
to TTia Excellency the Governor of Chihuahua, which touches on points 
that should be known to the "War Department. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. CAELETON, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 

Piiclosiire Ko. 1.] 

• Mesjxla, Aeiz., February IS, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. Joseph E. West, 

Commanding District of Arizona, Present: 

General : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your 
verbal instructions previous to my leaving for Chihuahua to make if 
possible arrangements to obtain intelligence of military movements of 
Texas toward ISew Mexico and Arizona, I endeavored to carry out your 
orders in the following manner: 

Feeling my way cautiously, I commenced at El Paso to make inqui¬ 
ries regarding the status and political sentiments of Americans residing 
in Chihuahua. Mr. Eeuben W. Creel, a native of Kentucky, a mer¬ 
chant in Chihuahua, was highly spoken of in El Paso by gentlemen 
entitled to confidence as a true loyal American 5 also Charles Moye, 
esq., a native of Hamburg and a naturalized American, and Mr. Henry 
Muller, but the latter gentleman was not in the country. Dr. David 
E. Diffendorfer, of El Paso, gave me a letter of introduction to Mr. 
Moye, which insured me a princely reception from this most hospitable 
gentleman and worthy American. 

On my arrival Mr. Creel called upon me, and I was soon convinced 
he is a sound, enthusiastic, loyal citizen, unwavering in his devotion to 
the Union. He was the only native American resident who called dur¬ 
ing my stay in the city; a fair index of the political sentiments of the 
few others residing there. 

Mr. Creel assured me that it was impracticable to obtain intelligence, 
political or military, from Texas through the medium of correspond¬ 
ence between merchants and business men residing in Texas and Chi¬ 
huahua. The system of repression and espionage being so complete in 
Texas, no one dares allude in letters to the forbidden topics. All let¬ 
ters going through the mails are opened, and death is the penalty of 
alluding to the condition of public affairs. 

I soon found no one would risk the lives of their correspondents living 
in Texas by writing on these subjects of intense interest to all. T there¬ 
fore wrote a note (copy herewith) to each of the American consuls at 
Monterey and Matamoras, having been satisfied of their loyalt^s asking 
them to assist in obtaining and forwarding the desired information. 

I appointed Mr. Creel confidential agent of the military authorities of 
the Department of Kew Mexico. He undertook very readily and cheer¬ 
fully to make every effort to gain intelligence by correspondence with 
the consuls named above, and with merchants and others in whom he 
has confidence at Monterey, Matamoras, &c. Mr. Creel addressed a 
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note to each, of the consuls previous to my leaving. I have every con¬ 
fidence he will spare no effort to obtain and forward reliable informa¬ 
tion. He has lived about sixteen years in Chihuahua; is highly re¬ 
spected by all, and will ascertain ficom other residents such intelligence 
as they may receive every mail in their private correspondence on the 
subject in question. I respectfully recommend that he be paid a salary 
such as the commanding general may deem equitable. He asked for 
none and wiU serve his country cheerfully gratis, but he has been un¬ 
fortunate in business, and has a large family to support, and the laborer 
is worthy of his hire.’^ 

Some responsible German gentlemen, who sympathize with our cause, 
and other persons of distinguished position have promised and will aid 
Mr. Creel in gaining intelligence. These gentlemen receive correspond¬ 
ence from Monterey and Matamoras every mail, and the condition of 
Texan affairs are pretty well known at these points, for fugitives arrive 
there almost daily from Texas. The States of Tamaulipas and Nuevo 
Leon, particularly the latter, have large numbers of Union families, who 
escaped, residing in them. In conversation with people from Presidio 
del Norte who have been over to Texas, to the Limpias, Fort Davis, 
Puerco, and to a salt lake recently discovered about two days^ travel 
from the Puerco above the El Paso and between the Missouri and San 
Antonio road, I was assured that no force of the enemy was in that 
neighborhood or suspected to be. 

A Mexican (Lieut. Santiago Ramirez), of Del Norte, offered to advise 
Mr. Charles Moye of any Texas troops coming this way. Ramirez is a 
very respectable man, and will act as guide to our troops, if required, as 
he knows all the trails, &c., in that section of the country. 

During my stay in Chihuahua a Texan deserter arrived there, whom I 
brought with me. He was forced into the service as a conscript. He 
says he was born in Rochester, New York; his name, James Hoffman; 
further, that he was placed on extra duty in the quartermaster’s depart¬ 
ment under Captain Merritt, chief quartermaster of the Department of 
Texas, at San Antonio; that being sent as express messenger to Fort 
Duncan, Eagle Pass, with letters for Captain Donelson, commanding 
officer, he escaped to Mexico. He left San Antonio on the 23d Decern- • 
ber, and escaped on the 2Sth. ^ 

He states that General Baylor was then in San Antonio, and had 5,000 
or 0,000 troops (the only troops there) in and around San Antonio; that 
it was said he had orders to march upon New Mexico, but that he heard 
from Captain Donelson, at Fort Duncan, that Baylor’s order had sub¬ 
sequently been countermanded, and that he was ordered to march to 
the Gulf (Corpus Christi, Hoffman thinks) with his command. He repj 
resents subsistence as very scarce and dear at San Antonio: fiour 25 
cents per pound; corn $5 to $G per bushel; coffee $3 to $4 per pound; 
beef abundant at 5 cents per pound; domestics $1 to 1.50 per yard: 
pegged boots $20 per pair, and extremely scarce. 

He states that mostly all subsistence for Texas troops has been drawn 
last year from Mexico; this is so, as is well known in Chihuahua, and 
to such an extent has New Leon and Coahuila been diaiiied, that Gov 
ernor Yidaurri has prohibited, under severe penalties,, the exportation 
of any more breadstuffs, &c., from those States. The export of shoes 
even is prohibited. Hoffman gives the followiDg as the torts in Texas 

uhich he knows are gariisoned, viz; . . . aaa 

San Antonio and vicinity, Baj^loi’s command of 5,000 to 6,000 prin¬ 
cipally encamped on the Salado. Fort Brown, three companies Third 
Texas Infantry and two batteries of artillery. 
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Oa the Eesaca, three companies of Eangers. 

Fort Inge, 25 men. 

Fort McIntosh, one company. 

Fort Einggold, two companies (Buquor’s, Arbuckle^s, and Kamp- 
mann’s); battery (Maclin’s) of artillery. 

Fort Duncan, one company of cavalry—^Donelson’s. Powder Horn, 
two to three companies. 

Corpus Ohristi, one company artillery (Willke’s battery) and part 
of Yager^s battalion of cavalry. 

Fort Clark, two companies. 

Farther in this direction he is not aware of any troops, and heard noth¬ 
ing of such being nearer. 

At Galveston there was a considerable force under General Hebert, 
he says; and, further, that it was reported that General Magruder had 
arrived at Galveston. 

A contraband who escaped from Fort Brown last July corrobo¬ 
rated the above in many particulars. This negro was slave to Dr. 
Ganahl, the surgeon at Fort Brown, and he states that deserters were 
very numerous from that place, a whole company having left at once; 
that three or four companies deserted during the last few months. 
Most of them were sent to New York by Mr. Pierce, American consul 
at Matamoras. 

This negro represents the officers as very dissipated and demoralized 
and in great anxiety about an attack from Federal forces ascending 
the river, and that the most of the troops arc Mexicans (native Tex¬ 
ans); that the inhabitants of Brownsville are looked upon by the gar¬ 
rison as Unionists. I shall bring the negro and Hodman to you, in 
order that you may interrogate them on those subjects. Lieutenant 
Baldwin (First Cavalry, California Yolunteers) knows some of Hoff¬ 
man’s relatives in Eochester as very respectable people, and I believe 
his statement and those of the negro are worthy of credence. 

I delayed a few days in Chihuahua for further news from the Eio 
Grande, as I hoped some of the merchants would hear from their cor¬ 
respondents at Matamoras and Monterey about matters of moment, as 
•the week I arrived a gentleman received a note from a respectable cor¬ 
respondent, stating that several Federal officers were then (December 
22) in Matamoras, making arrangements about supplies for a Federal 
force expected, and farther states that there wore 7,0{)() F(‘deral troops 
at the Brazos Santiago. 

The last mail brought no news on this subject. 

In regard to supplies and resources of Chihuahua and Durango for 
a military force moving on Texas from this quarter, and whether ave¬ 
nues and means of transportation are available to this end, I fear that 
we cannot rely with much certainty upon either. 

The prohibition of exportation of breadstuffs, &c., from Coahnila 
and Nuevo Leon arises from the scarcity of those articles, as before 
stated, on account of the great demand for them in Texas. 

In Durango we can expect nothing; it is too poor and distant. In 
Chihuahua there are about four rancheros, who own each about 2,000 
head of steers and bullocks. Two of those, Don Luis Terrazas and l)on 
Pedro Zuloago, will sell their cattle for $20 a head on the ranches, near 
Chihuahua. The same parties own about 50,000 sheep, which they ask 
$2 to $2.50 each for. The weather has been unfavorably dry for crops 
for the last three seasons, and cereals are scarcer and dearer than usual 
in consequence in the southern part of the State. In tlie city of (chi¬ 
huahua flour, unbolted, costs now $12 per carga—usual price, $7; beaus. 
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scarce, $9 per fauega (of 160 pounds); wheat, Sl2 per carga of 300 
pounds—usual price $2 to $2.50 per fanega of 150 pounds. Wheat 
promises well this year and is harvested in the beginning of May. 
Two trains loaded with grain and flour left Chihuahua for Monterey 
the week before I left, so that but little dependence can be placed upon 
a large supply from that point at reasonable figures. The mercantile 
house of Gustavo Mayo y Hermans offered to furnish such supplies as 
we require at market prices at any time, and they believe that large 
quantities of subsistence and grain is stored in Chihuahua. 

To ascertain the condition of the market in Chihuahua is not easy 
for a stranger. There is only one flour-mill in Chihuahua City, and 
that will not grind over 3U0 pounds a day. The great grain-growing 
districts in the State are as follows: 

Wheat: San Geronimo, San Miguel Dolores, San Pablo, Santa Cruz, 
Santa Eosalia. 

Corn: Santa Tsabel, where leagues and leagues are planted, but 
corn grows also in the wheat districts. 

At Guadalupe and San Ignacio, on the Eio Grande, I was assured 
that about 7,000 fanegas of grain can be bought, and at $3 per fanega 
for corn. Moye & Brother will furnish supplies, taking Treasury notes 
at their market value in INew York. They can be relied upon as every¬ 
thing required in the way of respectability, credit, and capital. 

There is much less grain grown for the last two or three years than 
usual in Chihuahua in the south on account of the demand for cotton, 
which is raised extensively at Santa Eosalia and manufactured in 
Manta at the factory at Talamantac. 

Cotton grows from San Eosano to Parras, in Coahuila, and even at 
Presidio del ISTorte and along the Oonchos Eiver it is beginning to at¬ 
tract attention. It yields enormous profits to the farmer and manufact¬ 
urer. 

At El Paso there is some considerable grain, and at Carrizal there 
is also probably 500 fanegas. In the valley of the Carrizal 20,000 
fanegas could be grown annually. The soil is fertile, extensive, and 
abiindanceof water for irrigation. Means of transportation can be hired 
in Chihuahua very readily. There is a distance of 70 leagues between 
Oliihualiua City and the Presidio del Norte, and freight costs cents. 
The road is good as the average in the State, and this will give an idea 
of the freight to any part of the State. 

There is a large tract of valuable fertile land at Presidio del Norte, 
and about 3,000 acres at Leaton’s Fort, on the opposite side, all easily 
irrigated. General Merino owns a large tract of laud above Presidio del 
Norte, extending 8 leagues from the Couches to the Eio Grande. 

The valley of Buenaveiitiira, about 100 miles southwest of Carrizal. is 
extensive and fertile and yields large crops of grain. There is a popu¬ 
lation of about 3,000. 

The distance from Mesilla via El Paso and El Medaiio is 250.82 tuiles, 
as measured by my odometer; but I fear that the instrument was not 
in good order oi route to Chihuahua, and that this will tall short of the 
real distance via Guadalupe and San Elizario. Returning, tlie distance 
measured 302.40 mile>s. 

1 may here state in coiiolnsion that the entire distance from El Paso 
to Chihuahua, except the first 20 miles or so, the country is capable ol 
supporting immense heids of cattle. The giass is excellent. The valle>, 
extending from Sainalayuca, is mostly owned by one man, Don Martinez 
del Eio, a resident of the city of ^Mexico. With the exception of a lew 
head of stock owned at Carrizal and about 2,000 head of cattle and 
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sheep to the number of about 30,000, owned by Terrazas and MUller, 
there is not a hoof of stock in this great valley, where formerly they 
were innumerable. 

The only settlements on the route are Carrizal, asmall, poor village of 
about 300 inhabitants; Los Eucenillas, a hacienda, and El Sanz, a ranch, 
where the Governor has a few peons living, and Sacramento, contain¬ 
ing 200 or thereabouts. From the latter place to Chihuahua there are 
three or four ranches. 

Chihuahua is a neat, clean city, of about 13,000 inhabitants. Its 
police is excellent, and good order and cleanliness are characteristics 
of it. Tery little cultivation in its vicinity. The nearest is San Gero- 
nimo, to any extent, about 6 leagues distant. 

Many secessionists from California make their waj’ in small parties 
to Texas through Chihuahua. Nelson, the captain of Showalter’s party, 
and three or four more of his band, with Yaucej'^, late of Tucson, and 
about ten more of the same brood, were in Chihuahua when I arrived. 
Dan Showalter, David Douglass, late secretary of state of California, 
and some seven or eight more, passed two months previous. 

I was told at Guadalupe that between 50 and 00 Californians passed 
m route for Texas through that place on the 5th and Cth instant. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

D. FEKGUaSON, 

Major First Cavalry, California Volunteers. 

[Sub>inclo«iixe.] 

Chihuahua, Mex., January 27, 1863. 
United States Consul, Matamoras^ Mex,: 

Sir: It is of vast importance that the military authorities of the 
District of Arizona and the Department of New Mexico sliouhl liave 
reliable and detailed intelligence of any inovenienis of the enemy Irom 
Texas upon Arizona or New Mexico. 

It occurs to me that you are very favorably aituatecl to obtain 
information, and I do not hesitate to apply to you as a public othcer 
to keep the commanding ofiGicer of the Military District of Arizona (Hta- 
tioned at Mesilla) advised of all such intelligence^ u])()n Ihis point as you 
can obtain. Intelligence of arrival, operations, &c., of our national 
troops from the East in Texas will be very desirable and highly es¬ 
teemed, as also general information of the i'orce ol' the enemy in Texas, 
their composition, the condition of their supplier and resources, aiul 
such resources as might be obtained for our trooi>s on the Jiio Grande 
in your vicinity. 

Communications on the above subjects forwarded under cover to Mr. 
Eenben "W. Creel, a loyal, patriotic American mcichant and confiden¬ 
tial military agent in this city, will be sent by Mr. Creel to their desti¬ 
nation without delay. Any expense incurred in acquiring and forward¬ 
ing information as above will be paid by the quartermaster’s department 
on the order of the commanding officer of the District of Arizona or 
Department of New Mexico. 

You can place implicit confidence in Mr. Creel, who may coiTesi)ou(l 
with you. There is no American consul here at present. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. FEEGUSSON, 

Major First Cavalry^ California Volunteers, 

(The same, mutatis mutandis^ to the American consul at Monterey, 
Mex.) 
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[IncloBTire 21'o. 2 ] 

Headquarters Departiveent of liiTEW Mexico, 

Santa F4^ W. Meco,^ February 20,1863. 

His Excellency Don Luis Terrazas, 

Governor of Gliilmaliua^ Mex.: 

Mt Dear Sir ; I beg to express to Your Excellency my deep and 
heartfelt thanks for the very kind and hospitable reception which you 
gave to my agent, Maj. (now Lieut. Col.) David Fergusson, of the First 
Cavalry, California Volunteers, on his late visit to the capital city of 
the sovereign State of which Your Excellency is the Chief Magistrate. 
If it shall ever happen that Your Excellency will give myself, or the 
officers and men whom I have the honor to command, an opportunity to 
make a return for all your courtesy and kindness, you will see that we 
are mindful of the deep obligations under which you have placed us. 

I have understood that a band of outlaws and desperadoes reside at 
a place called Leaton’s Fort, in the State of Texas, and that it is 
their habit to cross the Eio Grande near that point and commit outrages 
upon the citizens of Presidio del Norte, in the State of Chihuahua. 

Should Your Excellency desire to send across the river and seize by 
force the ruffians alluded to this shall be your authority for so doing, 
and more particularly shall this be fcQl authority for you to send across 
the Eio Grande and arrest for trial those who seized on the Chihuahua 
side a naturalized American citizen named Wolfe and bore him across 
to the Texas side, and there hung him until life was nearly extinct, 
simply because he was a Union man. 

There is a villain at Leaton’s Fort name Edward Hall, who is said to 
be the leader of that gang. If he conducted the party that seized and 
hung Wolfe he should be dealt summarily with. A stern example 
should be made of such a ruffian. In case Your Excellency desires co¬ 
operation on our part to break up this nest of outlaws you have but 
to appoint a time and arrange a place, when we will give you our hearty 
support. 

The question about the people in Janos and other frontier towns 
selling powder to Apache Indians, as it is alleged they do, will merit 
your serious consideration. 

Pray accept my best wishes for your health and prosperity. 

I have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s obedient and humble serv¬ 
ant, 

JAMES H. CAELETON, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


[InclosTixe No 3 1 

Mesilla, Aeiz., February 13,1863. 

Brig. Gen. Joseph E. West, 

Commanding District of Arizona, Present; 

General : When in conversation -witli the Governor of Chihuahua 
the subject of the guns referred to in your letter of January 3 was 
brought up. He told me that he had received General Carleton’s com¬ 
munication, dated October 9, and had two or three days previous to my 
arrival answered it. He desmed me to assure General Oarletou that 
no question will arise relative to these guns that will in any mannei 
interrupt the friendly relations which he desires to exist between him¬ 
self, the general, and all the United States authorities. He said that 
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he had taken the grins from Leonards Ligineroz, a citizen of Chihuahua, 
who had brought them into the State because lie would not suffer any 
private individual to be possessed of such material of war 5 that Lig¬ 
ineroz represented that he had got the guns in payment for hospital and 
other supplies for sick and dying Texans at Franklin; that they were 
anxious to get them at El Paso, as they were in fear of the rebel Texans 
taJnng that place. Young Ligineroz does business in El Paso. 

The Governor assured me that the guns should never go again into 
the possession of any private persons, or out of his possession until 
delivered to the United States, if that were insisted upon. I requested 
that I might see the pieces, and accordingly the Governor sent Colonel 
Nieto and Major Quiltz to accompany me and show the guns. They are 
as follows: Two 12 -pounder mountain howitzers, mounted 5 one 12 - 
pounder mountain howitzer, dismounted. Those mounted are on old 
clumsy carriages; have been badly used, and were spiked, as was the 
dismounted, which latter is totally unserviceable, one trunnion being bent 
and the piecefracturednear the trunnions, and two 6 -pounder field pieces, 
brass, both dismounted; one is battered so much with a hammer as to 
dent and bend the piece near the muzzle; the other was also badly ham¬ 
mered and the knob of the cascabel is broken off. Both were spiked 
and both were burnt. 

It is evident that the intent was to destroy or render unserviceable 
all the above pieces. They are more dangerous to their owner than 
to any enemy, inmy opinion. I would recommend that the United States 
make a present of them to the State of Chihuahua. Governor Terrazas 
is a gentleman who would not hesitate to return them when demanded; 
but, like all men with advanced liberal human ideas in Mexico, he has 
to contend with a vicious, superstitious band of reactionists, who would 
plunge the world again back into the darkness and cruelty of the Mid¬ 
dle Ages, and nothing would please this party in Chihuahua better than 
to see those unserviceable guns taken from the present excellent Gov¬ 
ernor. He is a fast friend of our Government, understands precisely 
the condition of his own unhappy country, and labors to infuse energy, 
industry, and a tone of good morals in his State. The time may come 
when he will be of gTeat value to our country. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. FEBGURSON, 

Major First Cavalry^ Galifornia Volnnieers. 


Headquarters Department of tujc Gulf, 

Orleans^ February 26, 1863. 

General M. C. Meigs, 

Quartermaster-OeneraJ, &c. : 

General : Your letter referriug to the t^tatenienl of Colonel Shaf¬ 
fer, late quartermaster in this department, was delay(‘d by the loss of 
the Ella Warley, and I received it only a day or two since. 1 regret to 
say that Colonel Shaffei’s report is wholly incori*ecl. There arc ab¬ 
solutely no horses to be had here. It would be utterly im])ossible to 
raise a thousand boises here, taking all the people have got. Mules are 
more plenty, but there are few of these, and not enongii in the wliole 
department to supply the number necessary for .the cultivation ot* the 
soil, without which there must be a famine here.' 

I send you a report of Major Itobinson, who sought horses for a 
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squadron of cavalry in every part of the State within our lines, upon 
which his commission was depending, and his statement will show you 
what supply of horses are now to be found here. Colonel Chandler also 
will report the facts to you in relation to transportation. 

I regret to say that water transportation is as deficient as that re¬ 
quired for land operations. Seizing all the steamers on the river, and 
suspending its navigation except for coastwise and foreign trade, we 
have at our command only twelve or thirteen vessels, mostly decaved 
and helpless boats. 

I cannot understand how river transportation here should be reduced 
to so low an amount. Be assured, general, that while I represent the 
facts I make no complaint, and shall make no delay on account of ex¬ 
isting deficiencies in our supplies, and whatever is needed for the Gov¬ 
ernment service will be taken for the army without a moment’s hesita¬ 
tion. Nothing has been and nothing will be left in private hands which 
is useful or necessary to the public. 

It will be of great service, however, if light-draught steamers could 
be sent here. Business is increasing and will bring them, but this takes 
time. Our transport and dispatch boat service extends fi?om Pensacola 
to the Bio Grande, and fills the whole State with bayous, lakes, rivers, 
and bays. The steamers we have at hand are wholly inadequate to 
this work. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major-Gen&ralj Commanding. 


Headquarters United States Forces, 

Baton Bouge^ La.^ February 26,1863. 

Lieut. Col. Eiohard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Sdqrs. Be^t of the Gulf: 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, with the exception of trans¬ 
portation, I consider my division in fit condition to take the field. If 
all tbe available force in this department is massed here at an early 
date I have no doubt but that we can cut off the enemy’s force at Port 
Hudson. If their supplies from the Bed Biver are cut off by the Navy 
and their supplies from'the interior by a movement of the Army to their 
rear they will be forced to meet us on our own ground or to suriender. 
They have not now and they cannot for some time, I think, have enough 
force to do that. I think their force at Port Hudson has been overesti¬ 
mated, and I do not think that much reliance can be placed upon their 
conscripts at present. I am informed by an intelligent man belonging 
to the Twelfth Maine Yoliinteers, and who recently escaped liom 
Port Hudson, that the plan of building a raft in the river to enable 
them to cross, if found necessary to evacuate in consequence of our cut¬ 
ting off their supjdies and their retreat inland, has been discussed, and 
it IS quite probable that an attempt may be made to do it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. GBOVEB, 

Brigadier-General. Commanding. 
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WASHiNaTON, February 27, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. ^T. P. Banks, 

Commandingj <&c.y ITew Orleans: 

General : Tour letter of the 12th instant has been received and 
submitted to the Secretary of War. 

Eiver steamers cannot at this season be sent from here to New Or¬ 
leans. The Navy Department has sent some additional vessels to Ad¬ 
miral Farragut, which must have arrived after the date of your letter. 

The efficiency of the fort at Ship Island could, I think, be increased 
by walling up the embrasures where the guns are not mounted and by 
preparing for musketry fire over the parapet. To take artillery to the 
island will only increase the temptation for attack by the enemy. The 
Navy at this time can afford you very little additional aid. 

It is hoped that your operations up the river will be pushed with 
vigor. There is much dissatisfaction here at the delay, but probably 
the obstacles you ha\e had to contend with are not fully appreciated. 

It is expected that the gunboats will be able to pass through the 
canal at Vicksburg by or before the 5th of March. But as this is un¬ 
certain and dependent upon the height of the water in the river your 
operations must not be delayed for those of General Grant. 

The course pursued by you in regard to trade in cotton is approved. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLBCK, 

Oeneral-in- Chief, 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gulp, 19th A. 0., 

No. 21. > New Orleans, March 7,1863. 

By General Orders, No. 8, published on the 12th day of January, 
1863, it was declared that all products of the country sent to the city 
of New Orleans in good faith might bo sold by the owner or his tactor 
for the legal currency of the United States without restriction or con¬ 
fiscation.” Trade was then in the control of few persons and of small 
value. Under the influence of this order it has become of importance 
to the city and country. Honorable merchants, availing themselves of 
these and other advantages of the order, have complied Avith its nsstric- 
tions. The evasions of other parties require its republication and 
strict execution. It is therefore ordered as follows : 

I. “Products of the country sent to the city oi‘ New Orleans in good 
faith may be sold at market prices by the proprietors or their factors 
for the legal currency of the United States without restriction or con¬ 
fiscation.” 

II. United States Treasury notes having been itiade a l(*gal teiuhn* in 
the payment of debts, except for duties at the <mstoni-hoiis(^, th(‘y will 
be received and paid out in all business transactions witliout discj cdit 
or depreciation; and whenever such notes are refused in tlie ])ayment 
of any claim or debt such refusal shall be held and is licnd)y declared 
to be a discharge pro tanto of such debt or claim. 

III. Any person who shall attempt, in the transaction of business, to 
discredit or depreciate the legal currency of the United Statcss in fnvor 
of and to the advantage of any other paper currency shall forfeit to the 
use of the Government the merchandise which shall be made tlio basis 
of such transaction and his commercial privileges to the use of the 
people. 

IV. All special deposits or contracts which are made or teixl to ex- 
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elude or discredit the legal currency of the United States are hereby 
prohibited and declared invalid. 

Y. The provisions of paragraph II of the regulations of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, dated August 28,1862, will be strictly enforced. The 
paragraph referred to is as follows: 

II. All transportation of coin or buUiou to any State or section heretofore declared 
to bo in insurrection is absolutely nr'*’ d. - rx* ■ ibr military purposes and under 
military orders or under the specia' ■( 'Secretary of the Treasury. And 

no payment of gold or silver shall he made for cotton or other merchandise within 
any such State or section. And all cotton or other merchandise purchased or paid 
for therein, directly or indirectly, in gold or silver, shall be forfeited to the United 
States. 

YI. The provost-marshal, general is charged with the execution of 
this order. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EICffB B. lEWm, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Quarteemastbe-Geneeax’s Office, 

Washington Gity^ March 11 , 1863. 

Maj. Gen. P. Banks, 

Gomdg. Department of the Gulf ¥ew Orleans^ La,: 

General : Your letter of the 26th February is just received: 

I am much disappointed at your statement of the resources of the 
State. I had hoped from Colonel Shaffer’s report that you would have 
been able to supply yourself with horses and mules. 

Our shipments have been unfortunate. Many horses have been 
thrown overboard 5 many have been wrecked. The last shipment of 
ca\ airy went by steamer and I hope will get through safely. I order 
to-day 500 cavalry and artillery horses shipped to you from New York 
to make up for losses. They will go forward as soon as they can be 
obtiiiiied. 

I advise you to cause all your chief quartermaster’s requisitions to 
be sent to this office iu the first place. It will save time and make the 
sii])])ly more certain than if sent to subordinate officers direct, as to the 
qmirrernuisters in Now York or Boston. 

ir >011 will keep mo fully and timely advised of the wants of your 
troops so far as depends upon the Quartermaster’s l)epai tment no et- 
I'orl will be spared to supply you. I will endeavor to send you two or 
thrcH^ sleainers suitable for the river, but the voyage is dangerous at 
this season. Were none of those which carried out your troops suited 
to the service!? It*so, it is a pity they were not retained. Advise me 
fully of the character and size of boats you need. In the mean time 
tlu‘ boats in your possession should be repaired, and if there are any 
partly iini:died engines or engines upon old boats I suggest that 
(liey may be put into new hulls built in New Orleans. Theie are, un¬ 
less dc‘stVoy(‘d by the rebels, facilities at New Orleans for building, aud 
th(‘re arc many persons unemployed, some of whom must be capable of 
doing the work. 

Advise me fully that I may aid you. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. 0. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General, 
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Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Abmy Coeps, 

Baton Bouge^ March 13, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sheeman, 

Commanding^ (fee., New Orleans : 

The commanding general directs me to inform you that the fleet 
passed up this afternoon, the admiral intending to run by Port Hud¬ 
son to-morrow morning or the following day, according to circumstances. 
Grover^s and Emory’s divisions marched this afternoon. Augur’s 
division and headquarters will march in the morning. Colonel Chick- 
ering, Forty-first Massachusetts, will remain in command at Baton Pouge, 
with three regiments of infantry, two batteries, and a company of cav¬ 
alry. The siegetrain, manned by the Twenty-first Indiana, willbe placed 
in position on the riverfront. Our main object is to create a diversion 
in favor of the Navy, and it is not proposed to assault the enemy’s works, 
but we will of course avail ourselves of any advantage that occasion 
may offer. If the admiral succeeds we shall open communication with 
him on the other side of the river. 

Please inform General Weitzel of our movement. It is of course im¬ 
possible to give you detailed instructions to provide against every event 
that may occur, but the commanding general relies fully upon your 
judgment and discretion in any emergency. 

We have no information that would excite apprehension of a move¬ 
ment against New Orleans. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EICH’D B. TEWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oenerah 


Hdqes, Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Aemy Ooeps, 

Baton RoiigCj La,^ March 13, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. IJ. S. Geant, 

Commanding Department of the Tennessee: 

Geneeal: Anticipating the success of Admiral I'lirragut’s ])roposcd 
attempt to run the enemy’s batteries at Port Hudson and to o])en com¬ 
munication with you, I will avail myself of the opi)orlunity to giv(‘ you 
a statement of our position, force, and intentions. 

We have at Baton Eouge a force of about 17,000 elfectivc^ inianlry 
and one negro regiment; one regiment of heavy artilhny, wirli six liglit 
batteries; one 20-pounder battery; a dismounted (*oin])any of artilhuy, 
and ten companies of cavalry, of which eight are n(‘wly raised ami 
hardly to be counted on. Of this, three regimenis of infantry, tlie 
heavy artillery (manning the siege train), the dismountiMl artillery, and 
one company of cavalry will remain at Baton ]toug(‘. 

Leaving this force to hold the position of Baton Eoug(‘, wo mail'll 
to-day upon Port Hudson by the Bayou Sara road, to inak(‘ a (l(‘nion- 
stration upon that work, for the purtiose of co-operating in lli(‘ mo\e- 
ment of the fleet. The best information we have of LIk^ enemy’s Jbree 
places it at 25,000 or 30,000. This and his position i)reclu(les th(‘ idea 
of an assault upon our part, and accordingly the main objoc.t of the pres¬ 
ent movement is a diversion in favor of the Navy, but we shall of (*ourse 
avail ourselves of any advantage which occasion may oiler. 

Should the admiral succeed in his attempt I shall try to open com¬ 
munication with him on the other side of the river, and in that event 
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trust I sliall hear from you as to your position and movements, and 
especially as to your views of the most efficient mode of co-operation 
upon the part of the forces we respectively command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

:S. P. BAJ^TES, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


United States Feao-Shtp Haeteoed, 

March —, 1863. 

(Eeceived by General Grant March 20,1863.) 

Maj. Gen. U. S. Geant, 

Commanding V, S, Forces^ Yiclcshurg : 

Sir : 1 herewith transmit to you, by the hand of my secretary, a dis¬ 
patch from Maj. Gen. K P. Banks. It was sent up to me the evening 
I was to pass the batteries at Port Hudson, 

Having learned that the enemy had the Eed Eiver trade open to 
Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and that two of the gunboats of the upper 
fleet had been captured, I determined to pass up, and, if possible, re¬ 
capture the boats and stop the Eed Eiver trade, and this I can do most 
effectually if I can obtain from Eear-Admiral Porter or yourself coal 
for my vessels. By my trip up the river I have become perfectly ac- 
quainted-’with the enemy’s forces on the banks and his boats in the 
adjacent waters. I shall be most happy to avail myself of the earliest 
moment to have a consultation wdth yourself and Eear-Admiral Porter 
as to the assistance I can render yon at this place; and, if none, then 
I will return to the mouth of Eed Eiver and carry out my original 
design. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. G. FAEEAGUT, 

Bear-Ad7niral, 


Headqxjaetees Department of the Gttte, 

JYew Orleans^ March 27, 1863. 

Col. S. B. Holahird: 

Dear Sir: In your interview with the officers of the Government at 
Washington it is‘important that the true condition of affairs in this 
- department in several important relations should be fully stated. In re¬ 
gard to— 

1 st. Water transportation. It should be stated m such a manner as 
to make the fact appreciated as the basis of all military speculations 
that ill Louisiana the bayous, lakes, &c., stand in the place of roads in 
other parts of the country, and that a force that moves in any direc¬ 
tion by land can be attacked by the enemy on liis water communica¬ 
tions. It is indispensable that we should have ample water transports 
for supplies and gunboats fur attack or defense in any expedition that 
may be undertaken. V lien I came here I w<is assured by the Go\ em¬ 
inent that there ^eas an ahiiiidance ot transportation ot this^ charactei. 
You can w(‘ll state from >our own knowledge how entirely inadequate 
it is to the juiblic service. The expenses of the department vroiild be 
greatly diminished if a siitricieiit number of light-draugbt steamers could 
be obtained without the necessity of impressing private vessels or those 
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engaged in the active commerce of the country. In addition to the 
question of finance presented by such seizure is the still more important 
fact that publication of any military enterprise is made at the outset of 
any military movement by the seizure itself. 

1 appreciate the difficulty that attends the transport of light-draught 
vessels here, but I believe that some method of relief can be devised, 
both in regard to transports and gunboats of light draught, which are 
so entirley indispensable in this department. ^ 

Land transportation, which has been entirely created since we en¬ 
tered the department, is now in a fair way of being made equal to our 
wants. The necessities of both the Army and Havy in regard to water 
communications and defenses are imi)erative, and cannot in the present 
critical condition of affairs be too strongly presented by you. The fleet 
of Admiral Porter, both of transports and war vessels, makes us weep. 

2d. Cavalry. The second deficiency in our army organization is m 
the cavalry. * This arm of the service can be used to great advantage 
everywhere. There are plenty of recruits to be had from the citizens 
or from the nine-months’ regiments. We wanr equipments and horses. 
There are about 700 equipments in sets, but no horses. The statement 
made by Colonel Shaffer, late quartermaster, that horses were to be 
found within the lines of the department, is utterly without foundation. 
The country has been stripped by somebody before our arrival, and not 
enough are left for the support of life among the planters and people. 
If it be possible to send here a regiment of cavalry 1 ho[)e it will be 
done. It is indispensable to the public service. Tlio Wisconsin regi¬ 
ment would be glad to come. The Massachusetts regiment was raised 
especially for this service upon my own representations to the city 
government of Boston and the people of the State, and ought not to be 
diverted from its original destination. We shall in our ai)i)ronching 
movements, however, leave nothing undone to extend our lines and in¬ 
crease our supply of horses. 

I hope it will be in your power to procure, by purchase if necovssary, 
the additional water transportation which is so much ne(‘(l(‘d. The loss 
of the gunboat Diana, news of which comes to us this inoining, andtlie 
possible loss of the Calhoun, which is aground in Grand Laki^, (treates 
a most pressing urgency for increased power. 

Very truly, yours, 


N. P. BANKS, 
Major- Qenera /, Commanding. 


Headquarters Department of tiff Gojlf, 

Neto Orleans, March 27, 18C3. 

Col. S. B. Holabird, 

Assistant Quartermaster, &c,: 

Dear Sir : In addition to the suggestions presented to you in regard 
to the deficiencies of the army organization in this dci)artnient I dt‘sirc 
you to call the attention of the Government to soiiu^ affairs of* an 
administrative character. 

There are in fact three or four governments here which claim to have 
distinct and original duties and x^owers : 1st, the military government; 
2d, the State government; 3d, the judicial establishment, and, 4tli, 
the revenue or custom-house department. 

I have had and intend to have no collision with the ofiicei’s of any of 
these departments, but the time is rapidly ax)proaching wheji it will be 
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necessary to define and limit the powers of each. My attention is now 
called specially to the claims of the judicial government. 

Under the act establishing a provisional court and the confiscation 
act the marshals follow the army, and, by themselves or deputies, selected 
from civil life, seize and appropriate without much discrimination all 
movable property, mules, horses, sugar, cotton, &c., using for this pui*- 
pose escorts, detachments, and the transportation of the army itself. 
They anticipate the movements of,the army and necessarily extend to 
outside parties a knowledge of its movements. If the army is to sup¬ 
port itself, as I desire, the only means of effecting this is in the power 
of levying contributions upon the property of the country. It is entirely 
deprived of this power if the understanding of the ci^ ofiScers is cor¬ 
rect as to their jurisdiction, and the army here must be supported ex¬ 
clusively by legislative appropriations. This is inconsistent with the 
laws of war, as well as with our own legislation, and reduces the army 
to the standard of a marshal’s j^osse comitatus. The division now estab¬ 
lished is that the possession of the property taken is to remain with 
the ofiBicers of the army, they receipting to the court for the same and 
being accountabletothecourtfortheproperty or its proceeds. This effect¬ 
ually destroys the right of the army to levy contributions for its support, 
and leaves it dependent upon legislative appropriations. If this is to be 
the rule it should be known. I desire to be held accountable for every dol¬ 
lar applied to the support of the army, whether from appropriations or en¬ 
forced contributions upon the country, but it should be definitely deter¬ 
mined by the Government whether this power so freely exercised by my 
predecessor with such general favor is entirely removed from the military 
authorities by the establishment of a provisional court. It would seem to 
be an utterly unfounded assumption of power. In a department under 
martial law the army cannot be held subordinate to a civil tribunal in 
matters which clearly affect its existence. The court ought only to 
adjudicate upon subjects turned over or transferred to it by the mili¬ 
tary branch of the Government. I beg you to seek explicit instructions 
and explanations on this subject to avoid future difficulties. 

The late collector claimed to have entire control of trade within the 
lines of the army. This is equivalent to making trade with the enemy 
independent of the will of the military commander, because an unlim¬ 
ited supply of goods within the lines enables speculators at any time to 
extend their traffic beyond the lines. The rebel army has been in a 
great degree supplied in this manner. I am confident much of their 
munitions of war as well as clothing and food have reached the rebels 
in this manner. It is necessary that trade should be restricted to such 
limits as will prevent this result. This can be done only by those who 
possess a knowledge of military movements. 

The State government does not assist us as it should. It biings into 
service many citizens whose interests are adverse to the Government, 
and who in executing orders do it in such a manner as to impair or 
defeat their object. This is especially true of the police of New Or¬ 
leans. It should be one of the chief supports of the army. It really 
does but little good and much harm. 

There has been no confiict between these branches of the government, 
but they are not as strong as they would be if acting together. I hope 
the Government will see the necessity of making some general rule by 
which all will he governed. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

’ N. P. BANKS, 

Major- General, Commanding. 
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Headquaetees Defenses of Uew Oeleans, 

March 28, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Iewin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Dept of the Gulf: 

SiE: I have the honor to bring to the notice of the commanding gen¬ 
eral the following points, which I deem to have an influence upon the 
defenses of ^Tew Orleans: 

1st. Many persons are daily brought in by our outer pickets as having 
arrived from across the lines. This number is getting to be quite large, 

2d, Some of these express a willingness to take the oath and do so. 
Some of the others, after first refusing to do so, submit to the oath as 
soon as they find that to be the only condition on which they can be 
allowed to go at large. Others, and a large number, claim to be foreign 
subjects, and sometimes have in their possession the certificate of some 
consul that they are such, although many of them have been residents 
of the country for a series of years. 

3d. That I believe that many of these persons, whatever their pro¬ 
fession^ are a species of spies. 

4th. Consequently I take tlio liberty to recommend that an order be 
issued prohibiting any person from being passed within the lines with¬ 
out a pass from the commanding general or provost-marshal-general, 
unless they are willing to take the oath of allegiance to the United 
States Government in good faith. 

As to foreign subjects, I do not believe that the position they claim 
as foreign subjects entitles them to pass and repass our lines without 
special permission in all cases; and if the commanding general agrees 
with me in this point I recommend that they be prohibited from coming 
into our lines altogether. 

All improper persons thus coming to our outposts should be sent back 
by the way and conveyance in which they came, without being allowed 
to enter the city or proceed any distance within the linos. A general 
order prohibiting i^ersons or transports from bringing such persons 
would be a sufficient apology for ordering the transports back with such 
persons. 

5th. We are carrying on a desperate war fur the salvation of the 
Union 5 the Confederates are doing the same for the destru(ition of the 
Union. We have no worse enemies than the inhabitants of Louisiana 
and Mississippi across the lakes. Why then should we feed them and 
clothe them in any degree ? 

I earnestly recommend that no transport hereafter be permitted to 
cross the lakes unless in the public employ. That T am sure is the 
only mode to put a stop to all traffic on those shores. If tlic Confed¬ 
erates there are suffering for food and clothing let them acknowledge 
their proper allegiance; but to trample upon our flag and at the same 
time to ask favors of us is an incongruity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. W. SHEEMAN, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Hdqes. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Aemy Coeps, 

iVe?o Orleans^ March 29,1803. 
Maj. Gen. H, W. Halleok, General-in-Chief U. ;S. Annij: 

SiE: Since the date of my No. 8, of the27tli instant, anotlier brigade of 
Grover’s division has been reported as arrived at Donaldsonville, and 
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the remainder of the division probably reached there last night or this 
morning. 

Part of the seige train arrived here yesterday, and was immediately 
sent on to join Weitzel. It must be with him now. 

I regret to have to report the loss yesterday of the gunboat Diana 
while making a reconnaissance in the Atchafalaya. All the particulars 
so far received of the unfortunate affair, which is reported by General 
Weitzel to have occurred in consequence of a direct and unaccountable 
disobedience of his orders, are given in the inclosed copies of three 
telegrams from that officer.* 

The inclosed newspaper slip, containing items copied from the Mem¬ 
phis (Jackson) Appeal of the 22d, gives the latest information we have 
• of the position and movements of the Hartford and Albatross. 

It appears from these reports that Admiral Farragut was at Hatchez 
on the afternoon of the 17th and left there on the morning of the 18th 
and passed Grand Gulf on the morning of .the lOfch instant. This, 
I)robably true, seems to corroborate the information I received on the 
evening of the 15th, that the admiral had gone up within a few hours 
after daylight on that day. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

P. BANKS, 

Major-General^ Gonimanding, 


Hdqks. Dept, of the Gulf, Ninetbethn Aemy Ooefs, 

JSFetv Orleans^ March 31,1863. 

Col. E, G. Beckwith, 

President Sequestration Commission: 

COLOIML : The property referred to in youi'letter comes into posses¬ 
sion of the Government under an order of the general commanding 
this department dated November 9, 1862. Section 10 of this order 
authorizes and empowers the commissioners to hear, determine, and 
report definitely upon the loyalty, disloyalty, or neutrality of the various 
claimants for this property, and also to report such persons as in their 
iudgment ought to be recommended to the President by the command¬ 
ing general for amnesty or pardon, so that they may have their prop- 

^^m\mmifist intention of this order is that the property shall not be 
returned except upon authority of the Government at Washington, and 
I do not fool at liberty, in view of this fact, upon my own authority to 

unthorize its surrender to claimants. , . 

The esiablishment of a provisional court m this department, mth 
powers analogous to those authorized to execute the conhscatiou law, 
makes it proper that final adjustment of these cases be referred to that 

Locales where tho property, real or personal, 
iniurv temporary measures may be adoi)ted to i>ieser\e it, and, peucl^ 
ing the decision of the com't referred to, the use and occupation of any 
S Sate or plantation may very properly be granted to the claimant 
or (‘laimants, subject to the decision ol this tribunal. The preser^tion 
of the property itself may require this course to be When¬ 

ever any well-disposed person makes application lor the use and occu¬ 
pation of the property under this conditmu I woul d recommend th at 

' See p. ‘.i90. 
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it be granted, under such rules and regulations as may secure all pos¬ 
sible interests of the United States. 

Their personal property, as cotton, sugar, and molasses, inasmuch as 
it may be disposed of and the United States lose any claim it has there¬ 
upon, must be held subject to a different rule, and under the provis¬ 
ions of this order cannot be surrendered to claimants except upon 
decision of the Government at Washington or of the provisional court. 

Whenever the value of the estate or the possession of other species 
of property is dependent upon the working of the estate, so much of 
the personal property or product of the estate as may be necessary for 
that purpose may be surrendered to the claimants, siilvject to the decis¬ 
ion of the Government in regard to the question of the final possession 
and ownership. 

The amount so surrendered shall be secured by a lien upon the year’s 
crop to that amount, so that all future interests of the Government in 
the property may be protected. 

Upon the question of loyalty, the oath of allegiance is only one of 
the incidents to be considered in determining the question of loyalty or 
disloyalty, and judgment should bo formed upon this subject on full 
consideration of all the circumstances connected with the case and the 
person. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your most obedient serv¬ 
ant, 

¥. P. BANKS, 
Major-Oeneral^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Troops in West Florida, 

Barrancan^ Fla.^ April 2, 18G3. 

Lieut. Col, Eiohard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of Ihc evacua¬ 
tion of the city of Pensacola, Fla., by the trooj)s under iny command 
and of the circumstances attending it: 

Immediately on the receipt, on Sunday, lOtli instant, by tln^ steamer 
Eastern Queen, of instructions transinilted from llead(iuarlers J)e])art- 
ment of the Gulf, Baton Eouge, March 12, by lelegnipli to New 
Orleans, I proceeded to take the necessary measures to jnit (lie same 
into immediate execution. 

I am sorry to say that I found it more difiieult to ex(‘eute the ordcu* 
than I at first had supposed, owing to the iXMuiliar eircnmstiin(*(^s in 
which the inhabitants were placed. The ])opula1ion was pnncijially 
composed of persons who had remained there on the eva(*ualion of it 
by the Confederates and who had preferred to reinuin Ilmt time, 
and of others who had come in from the adjacent country for jirotec- 
tion from the enemy and to avoid conscription, and were all, or jiearly 
aE, of loyal sentiments, and the idea of again ialling into tln^ jiower of 
the enemy was so repugnant to them that they enlreatixl to allowixl 
to foEow and remain under the protection of the troo])s at Barrancas 
or the navy-yard, although they were well aware that numbers ol' tln^in 
would there be without sufficient shelter. Their number J <\stimate at 
1,000 to 1,200, a large portion of whom were either dircjctly or indin^cl ly 
dependent on the United States Government for subsislenee 5 conse¬ 
quently, when the troops, stores, and sutlers would be willidrawn, there 
would remain for them no means of living there at all. Gunboats can 
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prevent the enemy from occupying the place in force, hut could not 
prevent small parties from committing any depredations they choose; 
consequently the fear of the enemy’s cavalry on the one hand and 
starvation on the other induced nine-tenths of the inhabitants to fol¬ 
low the movement. 

Under these cirpmstances I considered it my duty to afford the peo¬ 
ple all the facilities to move which it lay in my power to extend, and 
having but one steamer (Eastern Queen) to transport ordnance, quar¬ 
termaster, and coinmissary stores, inhabitants, with their effects, as 
well as the troops, it was necessarily a very tedious and embarrassing 
operation. To add to the difficulty some evil-^sposed persons, either 
out of a spirit of mischief or a hope of plunder, took occasion to set 
fire to several buildings, although the most rigorous precautions were 
taken to prevent it, which resulted in the destruction of thirty or forty 
houses, mostly of the poorer class. 

Although the movement was tedious, owing to unavoidable circum¬ 
stances, the public property was all removed without loss or damage, 
and the majority of the troops behaved with credit. 

On Friday, 20th instant, the Twenty-eighth Connecticut Volunteers 
removed from Pensacola, and the Fifteenth Maine left on Sunday, 22d 
instant. The Twenty-eighth Maine Volunteers sailed for FTew Orleans 
on Monday, 23d instant, in the Eastern Queen, which steamer I was 
under the necessity of detaining until the completion of the evacuation. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC DYEE, 

Colonel Fifteenth Maine VolunteerSy Commanding, 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, 19th A. C., 

Ko. 25. ) l^ew Orleans^ April 6, 1863. 

I. So much of paragraph 11 of General Orders, Uo. 17, current series, 
from these headquarters, authorizing the re-enlistment of men belong¬ 
ing to the nine-months’ regiments in the cavalry and artillery, as limits 
the period within which such re-enlistments may be made to the 1st in¬ 
stant, is hereby revoked. 

II. As a mark of respect for the memory of the gallant officer who 
fell ill the defense of that place the new field work at Baton Eouge 
will be known as Fort Williams. 

III. All persons coming within the lines of this department wiU be 
required to take the oath of allegiance to the United States, except 
piisoners of war and deserters from the military or naval service of the 
enemy. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EICH’D B. lEWFN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Defenses Hew Orleans, 

April 8, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Gulf: 

Colonel: I informed the general of the loss of the Barataria this 
morning. The position at Manchac Pass is as follows: 

Jones Island occiijiied by a few conqjanies, wdth two field pieces in 
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position at the North Pass; pickets from thence thrown out on the 
railroad toward Poiichatoula. 

Several companies occupy the south side of South Pass. Communi¬ 
cation with island yet very precarious, no good f(u‘ry yet having been 
fixed. The peninsula (De Sair and Frenicr Stations) occupied by a 
few companies. An enemy that has means of transportation can take 
the whole position in reverse from either side. An enemy with such 
means can also enter the Pass from Lake Pontchavtrain and cut off 
communication by water. 

The railroad is in operation no farther than De Sair Station, 7 miles 
from the Pass. 

Whilst the railroad is being com]>leted and the battery designed at 
tbe South Pass is being constructed great dei)endeiice wa-s placed in 
the Barataria and the Corypheus. The Coryplieus is a sail vessel, car¬ 
rying two guns, and is now alone to depend on. 

' Tlie greatest attention must now be jiaid to secure this position, and 
until railroad is comideted water transportation must be used to send 
stores, &c., to the Pass, and enough must be ke])t in the Pass to insure 
rapid communication with the island. The steamer Brown should be 
on the lake at once; she can carry a fe.w guns. 

I shall try to get the Coryi)heus to go up at once and see if the wreck 
of the Barataria can be reclaimed, or, if not, to insure her total destruc¬ 
tion. In the mean time some means must be taken to ]>revent these 
vessels from being caught in Lake J\raure]>as by any blockade the 
enemy might contiive to make at the Month of the Pass(‘s. 

I will at once see what can be contrived in t he way of transportation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. VV. STIBKMAN, 
Brigadier-Genem}^ Commanding. 


Washington, April 0,1863. 
Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, New Orleans: 

General: Your dispatch No. 8, of March 27 , isjiisl. n^e.eived: 

You will have learned long before this r(^ach(*s yon that Admiral 
Parragut reached Warrenton in safety and is in eoinmunieatioii with 
Admiral Porter and General Grant. It was (‘xpected that he would 
soon be able to collect a sufficient force b(‘l()w Vicksburg to coiiti’ol tlio 
Mississippi between that place and Port Hudson, and also to d<\slroy 
the enemy^s steamers in Bed Biver. The Hooded condition of the <*oiin- 
try has greatly embarrassed and delayed the o])eratioiis of Goiuu'al 
Grant. 

I have urged the latter, and will repeat the same to you, to give but 
little [attention] to the occui)ati<>n of tbe country. Troo])s should gar¬ 
rison no part not absolutely essential to th(^ success of In's i>lan of 
operations. The great object should now be to concentrate his foiiics 
so as to strike the enemy an important blow. As soon as you liave 
determined from your reconnaissances upon which side of riv(‘r you 
will operate all your available forces should be maswsed upon that line. 

Some additional companies of cavalry were recently sent to you. 
Every dex)artmeiit is urgently asking for an increase' of this arm. We 
will assist yon all we possibly can, but the organization of cavalry forces 
is very slow. 

It is hoped that the operations at Charleston have by this time been 
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terminated. Whether favorably or unfavorably, their termination will 
leave some vessels available for the Mississippi Eiver. The delay has 
been entirely unexpected and has greatly disarranged the plans of the 
Grovernment. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLBOK, 

General-m-Chief, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, 19th A. C., 

Ko. 27. f Cam$ at Brashear Gity^ April 9, 1863. 

Pillage and depredations upon private property are forbidden and 
must be suppressed. 

Whatever property is necessary to the support of the army will be 
taken by the Government, and liberal compensation will be made there¬ 
for, according to its value, in the country where it is taken, to all well- 
disposed persons. 

The loss of property applied to the use of the rebels or destroyed by 
fire will fall upon the owners and the people. 

If they ask reparation for their losses, the preservation of their prop¬ 
erty, or a return to peace, prosperity, and power, let them restore the 
GoVernment of the ITnited States. * 

Bv command of Major-General Banks: • 

EICH’D B. lEWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


April 11,1863. 

To Brig. Gen. James H. Oarleton, 

Commanding the Forces of Sew Mexico, Santa F6: 

The citizen political chief of the canton Aldama, office Xo. 25, date 
7th instant, says the following to the sovereignty of this Government: 


The citizen president of the municipality of the north tells me in an official note 
from the 9 th of March last what I herewith copy, viz: ^ m t v 

“ No knowledge was had at this presidency that the American E&quilman and ins 
companions, 12 in number, as I have afterward learned, had a mission of war when 
he touched the Mexican soil, nor has it remotely occurred to me that he was an ex- 

nlorin*’- officer, who should penetrate into this country for the purpose of insidiousiy 

\ r movements of the Army of the North of the United States. 

‘ ' • and his 12 companions arrived hero with the appearances of sojourneis 

who wore going to California. Their clothing and manners gave no reason to suspect 
them to bo military men from the South, as they were in disguise and it was veiy 
Diobahle to suppose them to bo some common sojourners, as well for their small num¬ 
ber as for their bad accouterments. Furthermore, they ^ ere at this place only v hi*n 
they returned from El Paso, because I knew then that when they came they did so uii 
tho other side, crossing the Bravo near the Ford of Stone (Bado de Piedra) to gam 

^^“NotAviUistamliiig all this, if hereafter it should come to my knowledge that .mv 
foKugn force should intend a passage hy this place I shall pievdit it and aiioimt 
loi it, as being according lo oiir laws and the neutrality ot our coudiiLi. 

“ Herewith I comply and answer to the supieme order whuh yni \veie pleasi d otli- 
ciaUv to liaiiM iil)(‘ to i!io of tho date of February 2 last. I iipmt irfor you,that \oii 
may'ha VO the kindness to bring it to the knowledge ot the cilizen Goveinoi, assni mg 

him ol in V most dist mg mailed regard and esteem. i i 

I also have th(‘ honor to transcribe it to you as the result of the advice andchaiges 
which Mai. Davi<l IVrgiisson, m liis mansion in this city, made m your name m regard 
to this same atlair to the authority of the Presidio del Norte m the month of January 

^^‘^ilcrewith I oifer you my very respectful regards.’’ 


God, liberty, tiiid reform. 
Ohibualiiui, April 11,1863. 


LUIS TEEEAZAS. 
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Washington, D. 0., April 18, 1863. 
Major-General Banks, New Orleans: 

General : Last advices from General Grant state that he was in 
possession of New Carthage, and hoped soon to get sufficient forces and 
transports past Vicksburg to attack Grand Gulf, and perhaps co¬ 
operate with you against Port Hudson. I need not remind you of the 
importance of making every effort to open communication with him and 
Admiral Parragut. 

I have carefully examined your instructions of the 27th to Col. 8. B. 
Holabird. The Government had already been fully informed by you of 
most matters contained in those instructions. If we could possibly 
have given you what you asked we should have done so long ago. “You 
were told before you left here what we could give you. We have done 
that and even more. We must re-enforce and strengthen the most im¬ 
portant and exposed points. Others, although in themselves important, 
must wait. Large numbers of troops and transports were sent to Gen¬ 
eral Hunter to assist Admiral DuPont in his operations against Charles¬ 
ton. It was supposed at the time that these operations would have" 
been terminated long ago and that the transi)orts, iron-clads, and troops 
would have been sent to the Mississippi. The result has not equaled 
expectations, and everything is still detained there by orders of the 
President. The military forces th<Te merely act as auxiliary to the 
Navy, and are entirely dependent upon the movement of Admiral Du¬ 
Pont, Should he succeed in his next attack or determine not to renew 
it, both transports and troops, and, I hope, also iron-clads, will ])o avail¬ 
able for operations on the Mississippi. 

The court at New Orleans was organized under tlie aus])ices oJ’ the 
State Department, and the Secretary of War has not b(‘cn advised what 
duties were assigned to it or to its officers. In this matter, however, 
general principles must govern. 

Louisiana is essentially hostile territory, in the military occu])ation of 
the United States. The common laws ami usages of war must govern. 

You represent the military power of this Gov(U‘iiinent in that (l(‘])art 
ment, and must necessarily control all military operalions tlaav 
Neither this court nor its officers should be])erinilie(l to inbn'len^ \\ ith oi 
embarrass your movements. If it becomes n(‘(‘essary to seize Iran^- 
portation, provisions, &c., for the use of your army or ll»e sii<‘(*(‘ns of 
your operations, you will do so without any r(\gar<l io this (*ourt oi* its 
officers. Moreover, if they interfere with your opcu’ations in tlie tield, 
send them back to the city, or, if necessary, out ol th<‘ depai’l immt. 

The War Department has given ;^ou full ])o\vcr, and >011 have only 
to exercise it with discretion and justi<*e. 

Very respectfully, your obedii^ut s<irvant, 

il. W. IIALLMCK, 

General hi-Chief, 


Department of thio Oul1'\ 

United States Military T^ leyrajih Office,, Neir Orleans^ 

Cote GcUCj near Vvrniillionrillc^ April IS, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sherman : 

Please send the following to the general-iu-ehier: 

I l)C‘g loavo, at the ri&k of* 1)0mg oout»i<leiod impoi tiinato, Io o‘)hmI m\ oniiiost o‘- 
^uost that more cavalry may be seat to tins dopaitmcnt. da^ but couliifUM 
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the experience that our operations are seriously crippled by want of it. If you will 
send me the Second Massachusetts Cavalry, raised expressly for my command, with 
their arms and equipments, I will mount them here from the horses captured in this 
expedition. Its commander, Colonel Lowell, is personally nearly as important to us 
as his regiment. 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-G-enerah 

Very respectfully, 

EIOH’D B. lEWnsr. 

[ladorBexneni.] 

APEUi 19,1863. 

Eespectfully forwarded to Adjutant-General of the Army. 

T. W. SHBEMAir, 

Brigadier-Qeneral. Oomdg. Befemes of New Orleans. 


BDdqes. Dept, op the Gulp, Nineteenth Aedts- Ooeps, 
G6te-GeUe, near Yermillionmlle, April 18,18te. 
Brig Gen. Thomas W. Sheeman, 

Commanding Defenses of New Orleans: 

SiE : I wish you immediately on receipt of this dispatch quietly, but 
with least possible delay, to collect all the saddles and bridles in the 
city of New Orleans, except those in public service and those in the 
stores and shops, concerning which Captain Hill has orders, and for- 
waid them to these headquarters in the field. Do not allow any to re¬ 
main, not even in the church. Take especial care that the men appointed 
to collect this material shall commit no depredations upon property 
and punish with the utmost severity those who do. 

Our success is complete. The enemy resisted our passage of Bayou 
Vermillion with cavalry, infantry, and artillery, bnt were promptly dis¬ 
lodged from their position, and we now occupy the north side of the 
bayou, ready to resume our march. 

The reconstruction of the bridge which was destroyed has been a 
difficult work. It is now nearly completed. "We shall probably occupy 
Oixdousas in two days. 

lb is i)Ossible, but not probable, that our absence from New Orleans 
may be longer than contem])lated when we parted. In any event, how¬ 
ever, our success has so crippled the enemy, amounting almost to the 
annihilation of his Army and Navy, that it is hardly possible he can 
contemidate an attack on New Orleans in our absence. If, however, 
the forces of Mobile or Port Hudson should move in that direction, you 
will defend all the positions to the last extremity. If by any chance 
the enemy should get an3' advantage ho cannot retain it, and even 
success in that quarter would do us no serious harm and give him no 
permanent advantage. But you will use every precaution necessary m 
the premises. Be vigilant m getting infoiinatiou of his movements 
and prompt to attack and disperse him if he shows himself in any 


Let there be no communication of the people of New Orleans with 
the enemy on the other side of our lines, under any circumstances, until 
our return. Notify General Augur to keep a close watch on the lave¬ 
ments of the enemy at Port Hudson. No portion of their force must 

be allowed to depart. „ 

Assured of your success in all tilings, I am, very 'oiir>, &c., 

N. P. BANKb, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Hbqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Aumy Corps, 
CSte-GelSe, near VermilUonvillej April 18,1863. 

Maj. Gen. 0. 0. AuauE, 

Commanding First Bivismi^ Baton Rouge: 


Sib. : We encountered the enemy, wliat there is left of his infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, at Bayou Vermillion. He masked his batteries 
and sharpshooters and tired on Grover and Dwight, who occupied 
opposite banks and were engaged in a reconnaissance. They were ulti¬ 
mately driven off. We sustained some loss, but the*enemy^s was much 
greater. They have destroyed the bridge, which will be reconstructed 
with some difficulty and delay our march a few hours. We shall resume 
it at the earliest moment and press a vigorous pursuit of the enemy. 

I desire you to observe closely the movements of the enemy at Port 
Hudson, especially in the direction of New Orleans. 

You will make offensive demonstrations every day in the direction of 
Port Hudson, with the view and effect of deterring him from weakening 
his forces there. 

Let it be understood that we shall be down upon him before he knows 
it and from an unexpected quarter. All these things are important, 
and must not be neglected. 

Belying with confidence on your vigilance and activity, I am, very 
truly, yours, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Hbqbs. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 
CSte-QeUe^ near Yermillionville, April 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. C. C. Aug-ub, Comdg. Forces at Baton Rouge: 

Sib : The commanding general wishes you to send the following to 
Admiral Farragut: 

We shall occupy Opelousas probably on the iiOtli; we can be in Al<^xari<h*ia in the 
last week of this month. Can you reach that point ou the B(‘(l Riv<*r witli your llo(it ? 
When will Orant^s force reach the mouth of Black River? Coiiiiniinicjite wilh liiru 
and ascertain. 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-dcuvral, ('ominattdhKj. 

BLCIPD B. lUWlN, 
Assistant A dju tan I-General. 


Hdqrs, Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Coups, 
Cote-GeUe^ near Vermitlionvillej Ajtril KS, 

Maj. Gen. 0. C. Augur, Comdg. Forces at Baton Rouge: 

Sir: The commanding general wishes you to connmniicide tli(‘ Ibl- 
lowing to Admiral Farragut: 

Wo have destroyed the Diana, Hart, Qiic(*ii of the W(*hI, au<l many IransporlNcd’ llm 
enemy. We have captured 2,000 xirisonors, liis licst oHicerw ol‘ (lie Army ami Na\,>, 
demolished his founderies, and are now in full pursuit of the roiimant of Jiis force. 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EICH^D B. IBWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Donaldsonvtlle, Ajpril 19,1863. 

Oapt. Wickham Hoffman, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: . 

Lieut. C. H. Witham, Twenty-eighth Maine Volunteers, who was sent 
across from Plaquemine with 7 men by the provost-marshal, was pur¬ 
sued by a squad of rebel cavalry, and as he would not surrender, was 
shot and robbed and left for dead on the bank of the river in sight of 
Plaquemine. Kecovering, he reported that 17 of my men were taken; 
that he saw only 80 or 100 of the enemy uniformed in gray, mounted, 
and armed. My men were extended along the telegraph wire to pro¬ 
tect it. It is now unprotected from this place to Baton Eouge. Two 
steamboats, the Sallie Eobinsou and Union, which went up river with 
freight for Manchac Lauding, I have ordered not to land on the east 
side at all. Is this right ? Lieutenant Witham reports a large amount 
of pork and other stores taken at Manchac Pass, &c. 

E. W. WOODMAN, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Opelousas^ April 21,1863. 

Maj. Gen. G. 0. Ahoijr, 

Commanding First Bimsion^ Baton Rouge: 

General : I am directed by the commanding general to inform you 
of the arrival here of Lieutenants Tenney and Skinner, of Colonel Dud¬ 
ley’s stalf, with important dispatches from General Grant. 

The commanding general desires to acknowledge the valuable service 
rendered by these officers and by Lieutenant Dean and the officers of 
the Signal Corps, Captain Eoe and Lieutenants Herbert and Abbott, in 
opening communication with the forces above Port Hudson. 

Wo occupy Opelousas and hold Washington by a strong advance 
post. 

The command rests to-day. The enemy took the road to Alexandria. 
In a proclamation issued on the 19th Brigadier-General Pratt, then 
commanding here, says the brave men of Texas, Arkansas, and Mis¬ 
souri will soon be with them, apparently showing that he expects no re- 
enforcements from Port Hudson. The Opelousas Courier of the 18th 
speaks of the recent engagements as sad events,” and the Alexandria 
papers of the same date mention them as serious reverses and disasters. 
Tliey ])ut th(‘ir loss at 50 killed and 200 w^ounded. 

Tlie coiniiiandiug general desires you to keep him constantly informed 
of lh(^ state of affairs in your vicinity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[EIOH’D B. lEWIN,] 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, 19th A. C., 

No. 29. ) Opelousas.^ April 21, 1863. 

The exigencies of the service and the safety of the troops impera- 
Uv(‘ly demand that th(‘ disposable force of the corps shall march in 
column, excei)t Avhere necessary detaclinieiits upon special duty are 
oideu'd l‘:\ Mti)eiior oflicers. The desertion of the column upon the 

45 R U—VOL XV 
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marcli or straggling for the purpose of pillage and plunder is an of¬ 
fense made punishable with death by the Articles of War. The honor 
of the flag and the safety of the men who faithfully discharge their 
duty demand that this law be enforced; and the commanding-general 
gives notice, absolute and positive, that this punishment will be exe¬ 
cuted upon those men, of whatever command, who violate the Army 
Eegulations and dishonor the service by inexcusable and atrocious acts 
of this kind. All ojfflcers, of whatever grade, who shall allow the men 
under their respective commands to leave the line of march or the camp 
without authority will be summarily and dishonorably discharged the 
service, as unworthy to participate in the triumphant march of this 
column. The army is now hundreds of miles from its base of operations, 
in the enemy^s country. The campaign may be made one of the most 
creditable of the war or it may disgrace the troops and dishonor the 
country. The commanding general appeals to officers and men to re¬ 
flect upon their position, to consider their duties, and faithfully to dis¬ 
charge the obligations which rest upon them, and is, for himself, deter¬ 
mined to execute the severest sentence of military law upon those who 
basely betray the service and dishonor their country in this regard. 
Whatever property may be necessary for the support of the army or 
may be prostituted to support the rebellion will be taken by the Gov¬ 
ernment, and due reparation will be made therefor. But wo do not war 
upon women and children, however much and in whatever way they 
may have erred. Our contest is with the men and the armies of the 
rebellion. 

Information has been received at these headquarters that the lives 
of officers as well as of the men of the line have been endangered by the 
unauthorized and criminal discharge of fire-arms by ])ersons engaged in 
pillage. Notice is given to all officers and soldiers that the parties en¬ 
gaged in these practices will be held responsible for the consequences 
of their acts, and that such offenses will be punished with the severest 
penalties prescribed by the Articles of War. This order is not a matter 
of form, but will be rigidly enforced during the campaign. 

Officers in every division, brigade, and regiment of this command 
are directed to place a rear guard for the i)uri)ose of j>reventing strag¬ 
glers from falling to the rear of the column. Where men are sick or 
foot-sore, upon the certificate of the surgeon they will be allowed such 
conveyance or provided with such hospital actjominodaliona as their 
situation may require. The captured straggler is the best source of in¬ 
formation that the enemy possesses. A soldier who deserts his column 
in the face of the enemy will not hesitate to betray his comi ades, and 
deserves the penalty which the law provides for his great wrong. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

KICU’B B. ERWIK, 
Asmtant Adjutant-General. 


Hbqks. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Opelousas^ April 22, 1803. 

General Dwight, 

Commanding Advance Brigade: 

On your expedition you will mount negroes, as many as possil)le, 
and direct them to drive in the cattle, which is a busiiiCLSs they under¬ 
stand well, and their services v ill ieli(*ve your troops. They can also give 
you much information as to the hiding places of the horses. Promise 
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tlieiu freely any reward you may think proper for their services in money 
and I will furnish you the funds. I desire you to advance as far as you 
think safe, and if it requires more than one day^s march in advance the 
time is at your disposal. Bring back aU the negroes. 

I have the honor to be, yours, respectfully, 

K P. BANKS, 

Major-Generalj Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gudp, Nineteenth Ae]m:t Corps, 

Opelousas^ La., April 23, 1863. 
Admiral Farraout, Flag-Ship Hartford: 

My Dear Admirae: Accept my thanks for your dispatch of April 
6 / which I received on the 21st instant with the dispatches of General 
Grant. Accept my congratulations upon your success in controlling 
the open sea between Vicksburg and Port Hudson. The blockade of 
the Bed Eiver is a most important affair to our arms. We have now 
achieved the freedom of the Atchafalaya, of which we have spoken so 
much together, and I hope at no distant time to communicate with you 
through that route. 

The gunboats under command of Lieutenant Cooke captured Butte- 
^-la-Bose on the 20th instant. You have doubtless had a full report of 
this affair. The engagement was short, but decisive. We captured 
their guns, considerable ammunition, the commander of the post, and 
00 prisoners. This gives us the entire control of the Atchafalaya and 
the Bed Eiver. Since we parted at Baton Bouge I have accomplished 
the design which was interrupted by your enterprise for passing the 
batteries. Immediately upon the achievement of that distinguished 
success by your own ship and the Albatross we recommenced our under¬ 
taking. On the 12th of April we were before the fortifications at Camp 
Bisland, where we commenced an engagement with the enemy which 
lasted two days. Our men behaved splendidly and have achieved at 
every point a complete success. The works would have been assaulted 
on the morning of their evacuation. They commenced their retreat at 
about 12 o’clock at night, and we followed them at 3 o’clock in the 
morning. Grover’s division had landed near Indian Bend with the in¬ 
tention of intercepting their retreat at Franklin, but the difficulties of 
transportation and landing prevented his reaching that point within a 
few hours, and the enemy escaped with his artillery and cavalry. The 
lufiintry has been almost entirely dispersed. We have captured nearly 
2,000 prisoners, more than 1,000 stand of small arras, twenty siege 
guns, including one field gun, considerable ammunition, and the chiefs 
of tlio three arms of the rebel service: Captain Fuller, commandiii.i; 
11 h‘ licet; Captain Soinmes, commanding the artillery; and Coloncd 
\hncent, commanding the cavalry. We compelled them to destroy the 
Diana and Hart, and the fleet commanded by Lieutenant Cooke sunk 
the Queen ol‘ the West in the contest lor the possession of Bnttc a Li- 
IJosc, on Grand Lake. We have captured more than 10,000 head of 
<MltIe, and liorses and mules sufficient for the entire service of the 
army. 11 will be impossible for the enemy to reorganize his forces in 
this department at present. 

We are anxiously w aitiiig to hear from General Grant. With the force 


* Soe Inclosure No. 3 to Banka' report of April 23, p. 301. 



710 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. (CnAp. xxm 

There has been no commnnication from the depot below this place by 
boat for some days. The Hart is not yet removed; the machinery here 
is not strong enough for the purpose. I have received 169 prisoners 
from the provost here. I shall bury the dead and destroy the enemy’s 
earthworks, as directed, and shall not again report unless something of 
importance arises, until I go into camp at Brashear City, as directed by 
Brigadier-General Andrews. 

I am, my dear colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ELISHA B. SMITH, 

Colonel^ Comdg. One hundred and fourteenth New Yorh 


HEADQtrJLBTEES, POET HUDSON, LA., 

April 26,1803. 

COMMANDINO OEFIOEE IT. S. STEAMEE GENESEE, 

Mississippi River: 

SiE: Tour note of yesterday’s date to the commanding officer of my 
picket opposite Thompson’s Point has been forwarded to me. 

In reply I have to state that I look upon your notice for families to 
withdraw from the vicinity of the pickets as merely indicating an in¬ 
tention of destroying houses and other private property on the river, 
as such has been the mode of warfare adopted by the United States 
forces when they have failed upon an attack upon batteries or stations 
of troops. 

My pickets are posted without reference to houses in their vicinity, 
and as it is not the intention to consult the commander of the United 
States steamer Genesee as to their position, they will not be withdrawn 
upon any threats from him. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FKANK. GAEDNER, 

Major-Generalj Commanding C, 8. Forces, 


Geneeal Oedees, ) Hdqes. Dept, of the Gulf, 19th A. ()., 

No- 35. / New Orleans^ April 27, 1863. 

Registered enemies of the United States are hereby ordorcMl lo l(‘,avc 
this department on or before the 15th day of May ])roxiuio. The ])ro- 
vost-marshal-general is charged with the peremptory execution ol‘ tliis 
order. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

RTCH’D B. lEWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Geneeal Oedees, ) Hdqes. Dept, of the Gulf, IOth A. 0., 

No- 37. ) New Orleans^ April 29, 1863. 

Any person who shall be convicted before the conimandiug general 
of this department of furnishing supplies to the enemies of the United 
States in arms ^all suffer the penalty of death. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

RICIPD B. IKAVIN, 

As,sislan( Adjutant-General. 
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HeADQUABTEES DEPABTiyiENT OF THE GXTLF, 

Brashear Gity^ April 30,1863—6 a. m. 

Major-General Grant : 

Dear Sir : I modify my dispatch sent by the admiral * so far as to 
recommend the union of our forces on the Bayou Sara. My fear was 
that our supplies could not be made secure, but upon further reflection 
I am satisfied that with the foi?ce you propose to send and my own we 
can march directly to the rear of Port Hudson and thus open communi¬ 
cation by the way of Baton Eouge for all supplies. In this view the 
Bayou Sara route is the most feasible. We are anxious to hear from 
you. There is no news here. 

Very truly, yours, 

IT. P. BASTES, 

Ma^or-General, 0(mmanding, 


Atohafalaya Eiver, Steamb Sykes, 

April 30,1863. 

Major-General Grant : 

Dear Sir: It is of the utmost possible importance that you should 
send a force to the Bed Eiver immediately to co-operate with Army and 
liTavy now here. We have the Atchafalaya and the mouth of the Bed 
Eiver. An addition to my force now will give us the whole country 
west of the Mississippi. 

Please give me all information of your movements in this direction. 
Very truly, yours, 

IT. P. BAKKS, 
Major-General, Commanding,. 


Abstract from Betum of the JDe^artmmt of the Ghilf Miieteenth Army Corps, Maj, Gen. 
AT. P. Banks commanding, for the month of April, 1863 (headquarters Opelousas, La.). 
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Abstract from Betumof the Department of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. 
N P. Banks commanding, for the month of April, 18G3 {headquarters Opelousas, La.). 
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Organization of the troops in the Department of the (hiIf (Nineteenth A rmy 
Corps), Maj. (fen. Nathaniel V. Banks, U. H. Annij, commanding, April 
30 , 1803 ; headqmrters Opelousas, La. 

FIRST DIVISION.'' 


Mnj. (ieii. CiiKiSTopHF.ii (J. At (it i: 


First Brigade. 

Col. Edward P. Chapin. 

2l8t Maine, Col. Elijah 1). Jolinson 
48th Massachnsct.ts, Col Ebcii F. Ston<*. 
49tli MassachusettH, Col.Win. V. Baitlel t. 
noth New York, Maj. Georjjjc M. Lov(‘. 

Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Godfrky Wkitzel. 

12th Connecticut, Lieut. Col, Frank II 
Peck. 

75th New York, Lieut. Col. Willougiihy 
Babcock. 

114th New York, Lieut. Col. Saniuol R. 

I^6r Ij66 

160th New York, Lieut. Col. John B. Van 
Petten. 

8th Vermont, Col. Stephen Thomas. 


Attadicd /o Siuoud Ungadv. 

Isl LonisiuMM ( ’,i \ Jill > , ('ompnmeM A and 
I>, ( '.I pi . I i. I \ \\ llllUIMSOll. 

“■hi M.iss.iclius* 11s(';i\ :i11 \ llallalioiij'orn- 
li, Cjipt. 1’’. Whlliainsoii. 

1 n 1 Manic r»:it h‘i \, IiHMit .lolm 10 Moilon 
(>t h Mass.K liiiM'tK li.'iltciy, Liciil. .loliii I<\ 
I'licijis. 

1st IT. S. Ai (illci \, JhiLtt‘i,\ AjCapl. 10. C. 

llainlirnl"!*. 

I 

Third Btiqade 

Col. Nathan A. M. Dhdi.f^y. 

2<l TiOni.siaiia, Col. Clinrles 1. Paine, 
’doth Massachusidts, Ijiinit. Col. William 
W. Bullock. 

50th MassachnsclIs, Col. C P. Messer. 
Ullst New York, Ch)l. GahriolT IJairower. 
174th New Yoik, Maj. George Keating. 


^ *The divisions were numbered as herein indicated January 14. 18Gd, and the bat- 
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Third Brigade. 

Col. Oliver P. Gooding. 

31st Massacbusetts, Lieut. Col. W. S. B. Hopkins. 

38tk Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. William L. Rodman. 

53d Massachusetts, Col. John W. Kimball. 

156th New York, Lieut. Col. Jacob Sharpe. 

175th New York. 

Artillery. 

Capt. Richard C. Duryea. 

4th Massachusetts Battery, Lieut. Joseph B. Briji^gs. 

1st United States, Battery F, Capt. Richard C. Duryea. 

2d Vermont Battery, Capt. Pythagoras E. Ilolcomb. 

Caralrjf. 

2d Rhode Island (detachment). 

FOURTH DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Cuvier Grover. 

First Brigade. Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. William Dwight, Jr.* Col. William K. Kimball. 

1st Louisiana, Col. R. E. Ilolcomb. 24lh Conu(‘cticui, Col. S. M. Mansfield. 

22d Maine, Lieut. Col. 0. G.Putnam. 12th IMaini', Lieut. Col. Edward IlHloy. 

6th New York, Lieut. Col. M. Cassidy. 41st MasMicliusel ts, Lieut. CoJ. Lorenzo 
91st New York, Col. Jacob Van Zandt. D. Sargent. 

131st New York, Lieut. Col. N. W. Day. 52d Massacbusel ts. Col. If. S. Groeiileaf. 

Third Brigade. 

Col. Henry W. Bikge. 

13th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Ab^xaiidor Warner. 

25th Connecticut, Col. George T. Bissell. 

26th Maine, Col. Nathaniel If. Hubbard. 

159th Now York, Col. Edward L. Molineux. 

Artillery. 

Cai)t. Henry W. Closson. 

2d Massachusetts Battery, Cm])!. Onnaiid F. Nims. 

Ist United States, Battery L, Capt. Honr\ W. Closson. 

2d United States, Battery C, Lieut. John I. Rodgers. 

RRASnEAK CITY, LA.t 
Col, Charles E. L. Holmes. 

23d Couuecticut, Col. CbarU‘s E. 1 j. Ibdinrs. 

I76th New York, Col. (diaries (J Nott. 

SHIP ISLAND, .MLsS. 

2d Louisiana NaIive Guards ((hdjieliincn!), Col. N.alliaii W. Datiuds. 

DISTRICT OE KEY WEST .\\I> H>RH’(;\s. j 

Brig. Geii. Daniel V. WooDiuiiiY. 

9()lli New York, Liiuit. Col. Louis W 'rin<*lli. 

4711i Peiinsylvaiiia, Col. Tilgliinaii H. (bxid. 

DISTRICT <>E WEST KLOIHDA. '?i 
C(d. WlLL[\M (’. HoLUUOOK. 

■^Slh Connect ioiit, Col. S;uiiii<*l I\ ^^*rIls. 

1.5tli Manic, Jjieiil.Col. Bcnj.iinin li. Miiir.i\,ji 
7th ViTinont, Lieut Col D.ivulii Cock.' 

2d U. S. Arlilleiy, r>.i!l(‘!\ 11, Ca|.t, 1 i ank I ( Lamed. 

_U. S. Artillcij, Batleis K, C.iiM. llaiM*, A. Mien. 

* A'-'^'g' (il Fi brnary 12. 

t DiI.!i'M in ■i.'.nfc La Fonrclie (’rossing and d'ig(M*\ ilh*. 

I rraiisferriMl to Dt‘parlnn'ut' ot Hie<iriiii, and ^1 «mmm:i 1 Woodlnii'v assi«»'nedto com¬ 
mand by General Orders No. (id, Ad.jiitaut-Geu-‘ral\ Oilie-, Maivli Id, I8dd. 

$ Known also as the District of Pensacola. 
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Heajiquartees Department op 'E-ew Mexico, 

Santa F6^ W. Mex.j May 1,1863. 

Brig. Gen. Joseph E. West, 

Gomdg. District of Arizona^ Barth Mill^ Tex.: 

General: While yon were absent at Fort West recently some re¬ 
ports reached me, and fi?om what I hear reached yon as well, of an 
advance of rebel forces on l!^ew Mexico from the direction of Texas. It 
is possible these reports had some foundation. This can be determined 
by trusty spies. A small force you will be able to whip by falling back 
on Las Cruces or by bringing the garrison of that place to Hart?s Mill. 
If you are menaced by a large force you will destroy the property of all 
secessionists, as indicated in my instructions to you dated I^^ovember 
18, 1862, and take all the troops with you to Fort Craig. Of course 
what is here meant by a large force is a force so considerable that you 
could not in all probability maintain yourself successfully against it. 

It will be well for you to send by* express for the companies of Bowie^s 
troops, which are to come to the Eio Grande, to have no delay. 

In case a large force comes against us the Fort West garrison will 
fall back on Fort Craig by Anderson’s route. The Apache Pass will 
be held by the troops occupying it. Tucson, if menaced, will also be 
held by all the troops that may be there or in the neighborhood. No 
large rebel force, in my opinion, will go that far from the Eio Grande. 
As matters then become further developed, after all this is done, we 
shall know with more certainty what we had better do. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. CAELETON, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gulp, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Opelousas, May 2,1863. 

Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sherman, 

Commanding Defenses of New Orleans: 

General: By direction of the commanding general I have the honor 
to send you the following statement of the movements which have taken 
])lace here during the period of his absence, from the evening of April 
25 to last evening, when he returned to this place: 

Ooloiiel Paine, with his brigade and one section of artillery, was sent 
out on the Plaquemine Brul^ road, southwest from Opelousas, April 26, 
to disperse a considerable force of cavalry reported in that direction 
and intending to attack our train. The enemy was found to have left, 
and is repoi ted to have crossed the Mermenton Eiver en route for Texas. 

April 27 a report was received from Colonel Jerrard, commanding at 
New Iberia, of a disturbance at Saint Martinville, caused by a few 
white meii and a party of negroes, but which was promptly quelled. 

April 28 General Dwight, with his brigade and two sections of artil- 
l(Ty, was ordered to fall back to Washington from his position about 
25 miJes in advance of that ])lace on the Bayou Boeuff road, where his 
rear was inucli exj)osed to the attacks of the numerous cavalry of the 
enemy. General Dwight made several partial movements with success, 
greatiy alarming and puzzling the enemy. 

April 20 iiirorniation received relative to Simmesport, on the Atchaf- 
ahivi. Tin' OTieiny have left tlic place for Alexandria. Eoad troin 
h(‘re to Simmesport reported good. A re(‘onnaissance was made by 
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Lieiitenant-Oolonel Corliss, of the Rhode Island Cavalry, iiecompaniecl 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Abort, which was pushed out on the road througii 
Chicotville to the Bayou Cocordie, a distance of upward of 50 miles. 
The enemy had no force ou that road except a small ])icket, the whole 
of which was captured. Q’'h(^ enemy has a considc^rable fonte of cavalry 
on the Bayou Boeulf road, but he has no fonie to oiler any strong re¬ 
sistance to our advance to Alexandria. The colh^ction of cotton has 
been very successful, about 3,5^^ having already been (iollected. 
Two more pieces of artillery have been raised IVom the wreck of a rebel 
boat near Leonville, making twenty-two guns in all (*aptured from the 
enemy. About 600 sabers w’ere also recovered. One soldier has been 
shot to death for plundering and pillaging, and some others are being 
tried for the same offense, who will doubtless have to suffer the same 
penalty. The temptations to plunder and i)illage have been so strong, 
and the disregard of reiterated orders forbidding it such, that severe 
measures were indispensable. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

[GEO. L. ANDREWS.] 
Brigadier^Omierat of Volunteers^ Chief of tStaff, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulp, Nineteenth Aximy Corps, 

02 >clousas, May 4,1863, 

Major-General Halleck, 

Commander-in-Chiefs &c.: 

General : Since the date of my last dispatch 1 have visited New 
Orleans ibr a couple of days. General Cllman was lh(‘n at Baton 
Rouge, with his officers. Failing to meet him at New Orleans, and 
unable to remain longer, I addressed a letter to liim on the 20th of 
April, inviting him to meet meat ()i)el()nsas. I hav(* not yet lieard 
from him, and fear, as I am likely to advan(*e imnu^diati^ly in the direc¬ 
tion of Alexandria, that I may not be able to conliu* with him for some 
days. But I believe that 1 have the men at hand, i>art of them already 
partially organized, for his entire brigade. 1 shall turn tluMu over to 
him at once. My belief is that Brashear (’ity, on ihu’wick Bay, is in all 
respects the best ])ositioii for the organization of his trooi)s. Tliere is 
no material at Baton Rouge, and New ()rh‘ans is in many r(ssp(‘cts ob¬ 
jectionable. He can organize his regiments in one \V(M‘k alba- (‘stablish- 
inghis headquarters from the inmi I have coll(‘ct<‘(l. I sliall authorize 
him, in accordance with the instru(‘tioiis of liu^ S(‘(*n‘tary of War, to 
recruit ad lihitum from the districts about Ne\N Orh^ans. 

Inclosed is a co])y of an order u])ou liu* subj(‘ct, of co!ore<l troops, to 
which reference was made in my last dispatch, (‘inbodying the ideas 
then referred to. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, ;^(>ur ob(‘(li(‘nt servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major- (fCn era /, Comma tiding. 


[Iiiclosurc 1 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, ok the (Juek, IOtii A. C., 

No. 40. J Opelousasj Mag 1, 186->. 

The major-general commanding the depart iinuit proj)os(‘s tli(‘ organi¬ 
zation of a corps Warmee of colored troops, to be <h*signated as the 
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Cories WAfrxque. It will consist ultimately of eighteen regiments, 
representing all arms—infantry, artillery, cavalry—making three bri¬ 
gades of two regiments each, and three divisions of three brigades each, 
with appropriate corps of engineers, and flying hos])itals for each divis¬ 
ion, appropriate uniforms, and the graduation of pay to correspond with 
value of services will be hereafter awarded. 

In the field the efficiency of every corps depends upon the influence 
of its officers upon the troops engaged, and the practicable limits of one 
direct command is generally estimated at 1,000 men. The most emi¬ 
nent military historians and commanders, among others Thiers and 
Cbambray, express the opinion, upon a full review of the elements of 
military power, that the valor of the soldier is rather acquired than 
natural. Nations whose individual heroism is undisputed have failed 
as soldiers in the field. The European and American continents exhibit 
instances of this character, and the military prowess of every nation 
may be estimated by the centuries it has devoted to military contest 
or the traditional passion of its people for military glory. With'a race 
unaccustomed to military service much more depends on the immediate 
influence of officers upon individual members than with those that have 
acquired more or less warlike habits and spirit by centuries of contest. 
It is deemed best, therefore, in the organization of the Corps cVAfrique 
to limit the regiments to the smallest number of men consistent with 
efficient service in the field in order to secure the most thorougli instruc¬ 
tion and discipline and the largest influence of the officers over the 
troops. At first they will be limited to 500 men. The average of 
American regiments is less than that number. 

Tlie commanding general desires to detail, for temporary or perma¬ 
nent duty, the best officers of the army for the organization, instruction, 
and discipline of this corps. With their aid he is confident that the 
corps will render important service to the Government. It is not estab¬ 
lished upon any dogma of equality or other theory, but as a practical 
and sensible matter of business. The Government makes use of mules, 
horses, uneducated and educated white men, in the defense of its insti¬ 
tutions. Why should not the negro contribute whatever is in his power 
for the cause in which he is as deeply interested as other men? We 
may properly demand from him whatever service he can render. 

The chief defect in organizations of this character has arisen from 
incorrect id(*as of the officers in command. Their discipline has been 
lax, and in some cas(‘s the conduct of their regiments imsatisfactory 
and <liseredital)le. Controversies unnecessary and injurious to the 
servi(*(‘ have arisen between them and other trooi^s. The organization 
pi‘opos(Hl will reconcile and avoid many of these troubles. 

Ollic.ers and soldiers will consider the exigencies of the service in this 
(hq>aitin(uit and the absolute necessity of appropriating every element 
ol‘ pow er to tln‘ siippoid ol* the Government. The prejudices or opinions 
of men are in nowise iii\olved. The co operation and active sii])port of 
all ollictTS and men, and the noiniiiation of fit men from the lauLs and 
from (he lists of non-commissioned and commissioned otlu'ers, are re- 
s])eetfnlly soliidted jVom tlio generals commanding the iesp(*ctive di¬ 
visions. 

IJy command of Major-General Banks: 

EICH’I) B. IRWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 
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United States FLAa-Snip IIartfoud, 

Off Bed Biver^ May 4, 1SG3. 

Maj. Gen. K*. P. Banks, 

Commanding Dqfmrtmmt of the Oulf: 

Dear General : The ram Switzerland returned last night, accom¬ 
panied by Admiral Porter and four iron-clads, and he will be at Alex¬ 
andria before you can possibly get there. He took Grand Gulf after a 
hard fight of five hours; found there heavy preparations for fortifying 
that place. 

I trust you will be able to reach Alexandria as nearly as possible at 
the same time with Porter. I send you the dispatches of General Grant. 

As soon as Alexandria falls I wish to be at work below Port Hudson. 
Porter above and my fleet below and a moderate army force in the rear, 
and Port Hudson must fall. I do not think there are 12,000 men there; 
they sent 5,000 men to Grand Gulf. We captured 400 soldiers at Grand 
Guii*. 

I am told that the iron-clads are on their way down to me, and it will 
rest with me to decide whether I shall attack Port Hudson or Mobile 
first. I will consult with you when I go down. I have been waiting 
for the return of my gunboats, which I sent up to Fort De Pussy, so as 
to give you correct information on the subject of their defenses, and 
also in relation to Kirby Smith’s troops from Arkansas. Porter does 
not believe he will get them. 

Zdter ,—While writing the above your aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Sar¬ 
gent, arrived with a dispatch for General Grant and one for myself. I 
shall not need the Sachem or Calhoun nj) here, now that Admiral Por¬ 
ter takes the expedition in charge; and he will also take charge of the 
river between Port Hudson and Vicksburg, while I shall proceed down 
the river as soon as circunistances will admit and look to my squadron 
below, which I have so long neglected; but 1 tliiiik it will bo to the 
advantage of the country in the geiuTal i(\siill. As Admiral Porter 
has concluded to go up this evening 1 shall not detain your aide any 
longer to await the result of iny reconnaissance, but will dispatch him 
at once. 

Very respectfully and truly, 

D. G. FAIMtA(;nT, 

Iic((r-Admiral. 


Hdqes. Dept, of tue Gulf, Nineteenth Aiaiv Coups, 


Brig. Gen. M. 0. MEias, 

Quartermaster-General: 


Opelousas^ May 5, 18t>3. 


It may occasion some siirjuise, general, that, my reprcsseiitations of 
the condition of atfairs in this <le])artmeiitshould dilforso (‘utirely IVoiti 
those presented by Colonel Shafler. My st.atenuait. ii(‘V(‘i-t]ieh‘ss is far 
short of the truth. When 1 came here it was as bai'c* oi* military sup¬ 
plies ns it was at the date of the creation of the world. Wii have suf¬ 
fered much anxiety and performed much labor to rt 4 uov(‘ th<* (uiibar- 
rassiiients resting upon us. They are in a. great degree overcome, li<‘ 
campaign upon Avhicli wo entered oii the 1st of April has ri‘sulted iJi 
supplying our wants to a very great extent. We liav(‘ pleiity of catth^, 
mules, and horses, and shall not ask awssiwstance Iroin tlie (lov(*rn- 
ment in these respects. We have also plenty of land transportation, and 
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tlie means for supplying at nominal expense to the Go^^e^nment a suffi¬ 
cient water transportation, which we never yet have had. The number 
of steamers suitable for the navigation of this department, all told, em¬ 
ployed in public and private service, does not exceed twelve or fourteen 
at furthest. I need not say that JBfty would not suffice the demand of 
the Government alone if we had them in our possession. 

One of the gratifying results of this expedition is that it places within 
our control all the materials for building steamers of the character 
necessary for our use. We have lumber, mechanics, and machinery, a 
careful examination of the different establishments in the neighborhood 
of Orleans having revealed something like twenty steam-engines 
in good condition, which can with little labor be adapted to the pur¬ 
poses of steamboat navigation. I shall ask of your department the 
privilege of putting these things together, declaring to you that it is in¬ 
dispensable to the public service and the movement of my troops. The 
singular formation of this country makes water and land transportation 
in equal strength necessary in all expeditions. It is impossible to move 
by land in such a manner that the enemy cannot cut offi our communi¬ 
cations by water, and to move by water that they cannot do the same 
by land. We have thus to guard ourselves and to support ourselves 
by supplying in equal degree land and water transportation. 

I am reluctant to call upon the Government, as I know the extent of 
the demands made upon it, and hope I may be privileged to relieve 
myself of the almost unconquerable difficulties which have rested upon 
me from the moment of reaching New Orleans until now, by supplying 
at the lowest possible expense to the Government these pressing and 
imperative demands. The boats in our possession, both for transport 
and war purposes, are sadly out of repair. I shall during the summer 
put them in good condition and relieve all our wants. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Ma^or-Generalj Commanding, 


Special Oedbes, ) Hdqes. op the Aemt,Gen.’s Oppioe., 

ISTo. 206. f Washington, May 7, lobii. 

1 . Bri*e. Gen. 0. P. Stone, United States Volunteers, will re^rt in 
person without delay to Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, United StatesVolun- 
teers. New Orleans, La., for asssignment to duty m the Department ot 
the Gulf. ...» * 


By command of Major-General Halleck. 


E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


UPQR8. Dept, of the Gulp, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Alexandria, May 8,1863—2 p. m. 

Colonel Holabiru : j 

Sir: Admiral Porter inl'orins me that he shall be obliged to suspend 
operations in this quarter for want of coal. ‘i'll 

transportation can bo obtained be sent forward tor the two fleets. So t 
coal is necessary for Admiral Porter’s fleet. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ^ ^ 

Major-General, Commanding, 
^Conv spi I te Coloiu‘1 Chandler. Brashear.l 
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Hdqes. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Alexandria^ May 8,1863. 

Commodore Farrag-ut : 

Dear Sir : I shall remain here a few clays until communication can 
be opened with General Grant and the chances of co-operation with 
him be ascertained. In the mean time we desire to be active, and shall 
move toward Shreveport, giving the enemy injpression that we advance 
to that ])oint. Cannot the lighter gunboats now witli you, such as the 
Clifton, Eeliance, or Sachem, be sent to us, for the purpose of moving 
up the Eed Eiver as far as may be safe and imacticable % Without los¬ 
ing time, this may give us important results, possibly to drive the enemy 
from the road to Shreveport, in the direction of Niblett’s Blufl*, on the 
Sabine Eiver. I commend this to your consideration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. DANES, 

Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Alexandria^ May S, 1803—8 a. m. 

Major-General Grant; 

Dear Sir : My command reached Alexandria yesterday without op- 
l)ositiou, the advance entering the town early in the afternoon. Ad¬ 
miral Porter, with his tieet and several of Admiral FarragnPs boats, 
took possession of the town yesterday morning without r(‘sistance.* 

I have stated to him that J can furnish his ile(it, that ot Admiral Far- 
ragut, and your transports with coal, and your army i)arl:ially with i)ro- 
visions, by the Atchafalaya and Red River; but it will b(‘ diHicull. If 
Port Hudson is reduced all this can b<‘, done dirc^ct Iroin New Orleans, 
and our future o])erations will imoceed williout inU‘iTU])tion from want 
of supplies and certain success. 

In answer to your dis])atch received in ciph(‘r 1 replied I could co¬ 
operate with you on the 25th instant or the 1st of dune. Our success¬ 
ful inarch here enables me to do this on 1 lie 25th May. I shall have 
15,000 good men, all told. We can move by the Ihiyou Sara, to tlui rea.r 
of Port Hudson, get our supplies from Raton Ivouge, wIkuv Major- 
General Augur can join ns with 1,000 men. 

The fleet of Admiral Porter above, tliat of Admiral Farragui below, 
and our forces in the rear, or so many of yours as you can spare, the 
fall of tlie post will be instant and eiutain! 

1 beg your most flivoiable eoihsideratioii to this matter. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Irwin, my adjutant, will exjilaiii my vi<‘ws more 
in detail. 

1 have the honor to be, with much res[>ect, gemu’al, your obedient 
servant, 

N. P. PANICS, 
Major-Ccncralj Commanding, 


Headquarters Distrioi' ok Arizona, 

llarfH Mill, 7V.r., May 8, ISG3. 

Capt. John C. McFerran, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, /Santa Fc: 

Captain : The instructions contained in a communication from the 


See 1 ). 313. 
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commanding general, dated the 1st instant, as to what it is to be done 
by me in case I am threatened by either a small or large force of the 
enemy, have my careful attention. To guard against siu'prise I shall 
push the force named in the inclosed Special Orders, "Eo, 26, down to 
Fort Quitman. From Captain Shirland’s acquaintance with that 
locality I am induced to order him down there to locate this outpost 
and to assist the company commander to become acquainted with the 
surrounding country. A copy of my instructions to Captain Shirland 
will be forwarded to depao'tment headquarters. Upon completing this 
duty he will rejoin his company. 

I wish to put a picket at the Waco Tanks also, but an examination 
of the tanks yesterday showed that the water failed there. The weather 
has the appearance of soon obviating this objection. Otherwise I shall 
resort to the first watering-place beyond. 

My force is now as follows: At Las Cruces, Company A, First, and 
I, Fifth Infantry, C (dismounted), First Cavalry, California Volunteers. 
At Franklin, Companies H, 0, andO, First Infantry, Cahfomia Volun¬ 
teers, and Company G, First Hew Mexico Volunteers. This will be 
increased by the arrival at Las Cruces on the 10th instant of Company 
B Fifth Infantry, California Volunteers, and F, of the same regiment, 
should reach that post by the20th instant; in all nine companies. One 
other company of the Fifth Infantry, H, now relieving F at Apache 
Pass and in its turn to be relieved, remains to come forward. Com¬ 
panies B, I, and K, of that regiment, will form the infantry force for 
the Territory of Arizona, designated in the letter of the general com¬ 
manding of the 9th April. 

I feel quite encouraged at my increasing strength, and hope to avoid 
ever being compelled to yield one foot of this Territory. The instruc¬ 
tions about the command at Fort West falling back by Anderson’s 
route on Fort Craig will involve, as you have by this time learned, the 
destruction of all property that cannot be carried by pack-mules. 
Cook’s Springs and San Diego Crossing is, as far as we are informed, 
the most direct wagon road now available. I have sent a trusty Mex¬ 
ican to Presidio del Horte to ascertain what supplies are being taken 
from Chihuahua to Texas. It is too soon yet to hear from the scouts 
sent out by Colonel McMullen, but a messenger from Mr. Creel, at Chi¬ 
huahua, should have arrived again by this time. 

Rumors continue rife. As a specimen, I send inclosed a copy of a 
letter to mo from a friend of the cause at Mesilla. The actions and 
the sayings of the now few, but influential, secessionists in El Paso 
arc quite a study. My facilities for watching them close are good, and 
I shall embody in another letter the conclusions that I have formed, 
from innumerable straws indicating the current, of the probabilities of 
the enemy’s advancing in force later in the season. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. R. VYii.bi, 

Brigadier-Oeneral, Comtnandmg, 


HART’S Mill, Tex., 3[ay 8,1863. 

Oapt. John 0. MoFerean, , „ * . 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Santa ±e . 

Captain: Observation of the swjtions and sayings of a lewpromL 
nent and influential secessionists in El Paso, men who ha^ e something 
46 E E—VOL XV 
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at stake and command some means, in connection with what you have 
already been advised as being done in placing considerable supplies 
upon the Fort Davis road, forces me to believe that sooner or later 
this summer a large force from Texas will be moved against this Ter¬ 
ritory. This conclusion, you will observe, is formed solely upon infor¬ 
mation available from Texas toward this direction. I know nothing 
about movements on the Gulf side, but judging from the scarcity of 
means to subsist the rebel troops within that State it does not seem 
improbable to anticipate that a portion of them will be sent in this 
direction, to be maintained upon sucb supplies as can be derived from 
Chihuahua and the Mesilla Valley. The resources of the latter section 
will be very considerable the coming harvest. As the enemy must 
look for his supplies en route^ having little to start with, his advance 
by the Pecos upon the northern part of the department need scarcely 
be looked for, and we can readily learn if lie sends a portion of his 
force that way. 

To abandon the Mesilla Valley will not only give the Confederacy 
communication with the Pacific, but it will help the enemy on to Fort 
Craig by affording him subsistence. Of course if 1 fall back I will de¬ 
stroy all 1 can, but the work will not be thorough among green crops. 
If we have any chances of success at all iu making a stand right here 
permit me to suggest that here it ought to be done. 1 have shown in 
another letter how I shall soon have ten companies. If the general 
commanding will allow me to bring in the four from Fort WOvSt (they 
are ineffective now to pursue Indians, and those arc a secondary 
consideration to the Texans just at this moment) my strength will be 
quite formidable. They should come in at once to enable the cavalry 
to recruit the animals. With due deference to the bidter judgment of 
the general commanding the department, I v(‘nturc the ()])ijiion that 
here, with 2,000 men and a first-rate battery of artilhuy, is the i)laee to 
make a stand and destroy any force up to 4,000 imui that the (‘m‘my are 
likely to bring against us. It is in no spirit of bravado that 1 oiler to 
stake my life upon the result. 

From coiumunication with the general commanding 1 consider it 
quite practicable to concentrate this force hero, and henc(*. the sugges¬ 
tion. A regimeut called from Oolorado to ])rotect tii(‘ iioilliern part of 
the Territory while tlio lrooi)s there were relieving tin* garrison at Fort 
Craig, ami the latter being united, with Shinn’s batbny, to my com¬ 
mand, and the matter would be aijcomidished, and all I l)elieve in good 
time. 

If the enemy gets the Mesilla Valley ho will be tli(‘ more ivady for 
Fort Craig and the upper country. Cannot ho b(‘. nud ]iei(‘ ami be de¬ 
feated, or,if uotdefeated, badly crippled, without (‘ndaiigeriiig any sub¬ 
sequent plan of defense*2 Though 1 feel warranted in thus (‘\|)r(‘ssing 
my views as to the plan of operations, and feel a conviction tliat tiny 
would be successful, I need scarcely add that the more mature judg¬ 
ment of the commanding general will find mo ev(‘r ready and zealous 
in carrying out any measures he may see proper to adopt. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedimit servant, 

J. li, WEST, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 
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Hdqes. Dept, of the Gulp, Nineteenth Aemt Coeps, 

Alexandria, May 9,1863. 


Maj. Geu. H, W. Halleok, 

Gommander-in-GMef, <fec.: 


Generae : In view of movements tliat are certain to be made for the 
restoration of Louisiana to the Union, and.with the most flattering pros¬ 
pects of success, I would respectfully suggest that permission be given 
to the commander of this department to allow Mr. Pierre SouM, sr., to 
return to New Orleans for one month, his visit to be prolonged if thought 
advisable. I am confident that Mr. Soul 6 is not a dangerous man, and 
I am equally sure that he can now be of great service. As no person 
will know from me that this suggestion is made, no inconvenience can 
arise from such decision as shall be deemed proper in this case. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Gommanding. 


BCbaequaetbes Department op New Mexico, 

Santa Fd, If. Mex., May 10,1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haeleck, 

General-in-Ghief U. S. Army, Washington, JD. G.: 

General : I am aware every moment of your time is of value to the 
country, and I would not presume to ask you even to read this note 
did I liot believe that what is herewith inclosed would be of interest to 
you as a general and therefore as a statesman. 

Among all my endeavors since my arrival here there has been an 
effort to brush back the Indians, as you have seen from official corre¬ 
spondence, so that the people could get out of the valley of the Eio 
Grande, and not only possess themselves of the arable lands in other 
parts of the Territory, but, if the country contained veins and deposits 
of the precious metals, that they might be found. So I re-established 
Port Stanton, and at least a hundred families have gone to that vicinity 
to open farms, and they are commencing to find gold there. 

1 established Fort West, and have driven the Indians away from the 
head of the Gila, and they are finding gold, silver, and cinnabar there. 
There is no doubt in my mind that one of the richest gold countries in 
the world is along the affluents to the Gila, which enter it from the north 
along its whole course. Thus you can see one reason why the rebels 
want, and why we may not permit them ever to have, a country evi¬ 
dently teeming with millions on millions ot wealth. 

Last winter 1 asked for $100,000 to make a wagon road from near 
Fort Craig to the, Gila. My request was not listened to, and 1 endeav¬ 
ored to oi»en the I'oad without help. Strategically 3 on will see its va ne; 
intrinsically, ns I Ihen anticipated, it would be beyond price. My pie- 
liminary snrve\ lias been unsuccessful, as you obsei ve b.y Captain Anuei- 
son’s letter, herewith inclosed. But 1 do not despair ot success, ion 
will also sec b.\ the inclosed notes what signs of 
already disco\'ered. II' 1 only had one more good 

infantry, composed, as that infantry is, of practical miners, I Place 

it in the Gila country. While it would exterminate the Indians, who 
are a scourge to New Mexico, it would P^'otect People who might msh 
to go there to open up the country, and would virtually be a military 



724 W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., TT. ^TET. (Citap. XXm 

colony wlien the war ended, whose interests would lead the officers and 
soldiers to remain in the new El Dorado. 

Pray give all this a thought. It is not a chimera, but a subject that 
is worthy of the attention of the Government now. California, you re¬ 
member, was not considered so valuable an acquisition until its gold 
startled the whole world. Do not despise New Mexico as a drain upon 
the General Government. The money will all come back again. 

The report of Captain McOleave I allowed to be printed to make others 
emulous of the self-denial, fixedness of purpose, and hard work of these 
Californians. This McOleave is the officer I wrote to you about as one 
who would not draw his pay while he was a prisoner with the rebels. 
As a soldier you will see he has tolerably fair qualities. 

I am, general, very sincerely, yours, 

JAMES H. OAELETON, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Departmeintt of New Mexico, 
Santa Fe^ N. Meoc.^ May 10,1863. 

Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 

Adjutant-General JJ. 8. Army^ Washington^ D. 0.: 

General: I am officially informed by the superintendent of Indian 
affairs for New Mexico, under date of the 0th instant, that persons who 
have just crossed the plains to this Territory from Missouri state that 
there is evidence of hostile intentions toward the wffiites among the 
Indians of the great prairies lying between New Mexico and the frontier 
of Kansas, Missouri, &c. This feeling, it seems, has manifested itself 
so far that the agent in charge of >sonie of these Indians has written to 
traders and expressed the belief that there would be a general upris¬ 
ing among those tribes unless steps are taken to prevent it. If the War 
Department will station one good regiment of cavalry at old Fort Atkin¬ 
son, below the lower crossing of the Arkansas at the Lower Cimarron 
Springs, and on the headwaters of the Cimarron, near Cold Spring, on 
the old Cimarron route, say four companies at each point, it would be 
a timely precaution so far as these Indians are concerned. 

This year the merchants of New M(*xico have sent larger and more 
trains to the States for* goods than ever before^. Indeed nearly all of 
the available capital in this country is invested in means of transpor¬ 
tation, and goods will in six weeks be alloat, as it were, on the great 
l)laiiis. Besides, all of the army siiiqdies for t he troo])s in this Territory 
will shortly be on the way out. TIk^ dangm* from attac.ks hy Indians is 
not the least danger to i)rovido against. The rebels in Arkansas under 
Price and the rebels in QVxas know as w(‘ll as we do just wlnit will be 
uimn the road; just how vital all those sn])pli(‘s are to us; just how 
poorly they may be guarded; and if they hav(‘. the (‘ntcrf)risc, which 1 
believe they have, they will give us a good deal of trouble by cavalry 
raids after the grass has grown. Ther(*fore 1 beg the Dejiartment to 
send the force indicated and keej) the garrisons at J^'orts Lamed and 
Wise in good strength In the number and quality of the troops. This 
sht)iild in my opinion be done without delay. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMEJS D. CAELETON, 
Brigadier-Genera Z, Commanding. 
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Abstract film Tn-Monthly mum of ilw Department of New Mexico, Brig. Gen James S 
CarUton oommanding, for May 10, 1863 {headquarters Santa FS, N. M^.) 


Command. 


Department staff.. 

Headgnarters Department of New Mexico, Brig. Gen. i.’ H. Carieton’ 

Fort Maroy, N. Mex^ Capt. H.E. Selden.Sthfiifantry, D.S Army' 
Companies D and F, 5tn Infantry. ' 

Foct Dnion, N. Me:^, Capt. P. ‘W.L. Plympton. 7tli V. S. Infantrv• 
Companies C, F, H, 7t£ Infantry; I, K, L, M, 1st New Mexico 
Volnnteers. 

Fort Union Depot, N. Mex., Capt. 'W'. E. Shoemaker, M. S. K • 
Company of ordnance. 

Fort Sumner, N. Mex., Capt. Jos. p+i. Tr_ infantry 

Companies A, 5thInfantry; B, 2d\ ■ V Yolunteers* 

G, 1st Cavalry, U. S. Army. ' ’ 

Fort Stanton, N. Mex., Maj. Jos. Smith, 5th Infantry, California 
Volunteers: Companies A, 5th Infantry, California volunteers* 
A, IstNew Mexico Volnnteers. ’ 

Fort Wingate, N. Mex., Lieut. Col. J. F. Chaves, IstNew Mexico 
Volunteers: Companies B, C,E, F, 1st Now Mexico Volunteers 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., Capt. W. H. Lewis, 5th Infantry, U. S. 
Army: Companies B, G, A, 5th Infantrv; A, 3d U. S. Artillery. 

Los Pinos, N. Mex , Capt. Samuel Aicher, 5th Infantry, U. S. Army*: 
Complies E and 1,51h Infantry. 

Camp Easton, N. Mex, First Lieut. David Perry, l&t IT. S. Cavalry: 
Company D, 1st U. S. Cavalry 

Fort Craig, N. Mex., Col. Edwin A. Bigg, Ist Infar*— * ** 

Volunteers: Island 5th Infantry and Ist Cavalry, i » * 'i.- 

unteers. 

Hart’s Mill, Tex., Lieut. Col "William McMullen, 1st Infantry, 
California Volunteers; Companies C, G, H, Ist Infantry, California 
Volnnteers 

Fort West, N. Mox., Maj. William McCleave, 1st Cavalry, Cali¬ 
fornia Volunteers; Companies D, B, Ist Infantry, and A, B, C, 1st 
Cavalry, California Volunteers. 

Fort Bowie, Ariz., Lieut JohnF. Qualey, 5tli Infantry, California 
Voluuteers: Company E, 5th Infantry,' California Volunteers. 

Tucson, Ariz., Col. David Forgnsaon, 1st Cavalry, California Vol¬ 
unteers: Companies C, F, H, 5thInfantry, Califoinia Volunteers. 

Las Cruces, N. Mex., Mnj E. B. WlUis, Ist Infantry, California 
Volunteers: Companies A, Ist infantry, and E, 1st Cavalry. 

En route, -: Companies G andH, 1st Now Mexico Volunteers... 


Total., 


Present for 
duty. 

•Aggregate present. 

i 

' 

Officers. 

i 

9 


9 

9 

3 


3 

4 

G 

68 

104 

114 

12 

227 

409 

461 


15 

15 

15 

4 

47 

112 

144 

5 

75 

100 

166 

9 

210 

315 

346 

7 

UO 

165 

182 

6 

50 

83 

99 

1 

33 

38 

46 

14 

892 

458 

518 

6 

188 

228 

243 

11 

260 1 

1 

301 

801 

2 

I 

49 1 

74 1 

84 

8 

109 ' 

166 

218 

6 

67 

97 

168 

7 

182 1 

189 

189 

116 

2, 082 

2, 866 1 

3,297 


Washington, D. 0., May 11, 1863. 
Major-General Banks, Gomdg. Dept, of the Gulf: 

General : The President and Secretary of War luive read your dis¬ 
patch No. 11, of April 23, with f^reat satisfaction. The operations of 
your army have heeii Indy brilliant and merit high praise. 

The Quartermaster-General has sent you additional steam transporta¬ 
tion to sui)ply your i)reseiit wants, and it is hoped you will unite with 
General Grant so as to attack Vicksburg and Port Hudson separately. 

If within your power to operate between the two places, and with 
your combined strength to attack a divided enemy, your success will be 
almost certain. By attacking Port Hudson Irom below or Vicksburg 
from above you enable the enemy to unite his forces upon the point 
attacked. 

General Hooker failed to accomplish his object south of the Eappa- 
hannock througli the bad conduct of one of his corps and crossed to 
the north side without any disaster. The loss of the enemy was very 
much greater than ours. 
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In regard to your frequent demands for re-enforcements I can only 
answer that it is utterly impossible at present to give you any. The 
Charleston operation was not by my advice. It was entirely a Navy 
plan. The troops sent there were mere auxiliaries, to assist in car¬ 
rying out the plans.of the Navy. They were virtually under Ad¬ 
miral DuPont’s direction, that is, they were merely to assist in carry¬ 
ing out his plans. As the Navy was expected to renew the attack, the 
President directed that none of the troops be withdrawn. When any 
portion of these troops will be available I am unable to say. I agree 
with you, however, that the Mississippi Eiver is the all-important ob¬ 
ject of the present campaign. It is worth to us forty Eichmonds. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLBOK, 

General-in- Chief. 


Washington, D. 0., May 11, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf: 

General: Just after I had written my letter of this morning in 
reply to yours of the 23d ultimo T received your dispatches of the 29tli. 
They were immediately sent to tlie Secretary of War and the President 
for their perusal. 

If your requisitions on the diitcrent Departments liavc not already 
been filled they will be without delay. In regard to light-draught 
steamers, it is very diificult, as you are aware, to send tliem to New 
Orleans from the North by sea. The risk is very great. It is hoped 
therefore that you will immediately carry out your ])lan of building 
them there. Zou have full authority to purchase, seize, build, or re¬ 
pair any vessels you may want. You have the full confidence of the 
Government and all the authority it can give you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

II. W. HALLBOK, 

General-in-Gli ief 


Hdqrs. Dei’T. of the Gulf, Ninetkenttt Army 

Alexandria ^ May II, 1S(;3. 

Maj. D. 0. Houston, Chief Engineer : 

SlE: By direction of the conunanding general 1 h;n(‘ lo mlbiin yon 
that a dispatch was received from Admirnl f'uiragnt Inst (^\ening, IVoin 
whichitai)pearsthat lieis informed that th(‘n‘ai-e on I \ fi,000 men at Port 
nudson. Also a statement was made on bo.U’d tin* S,\ Ues l),^ an ollicer 
that four transports filled with troo))s from Charleston and vith soiiu' 
iron clads were on the way to ihiton Eouge from Isl(‘w ()ileans. The 
commanding general coiiteini)lates moving as soon as j>ra<*tical)le to 
Simmesport, thence to Bayou Sara, should Grant scnid a ibr(*e to co¬ 
operate, which he has promised to do, on moving down th(‘ Atchafa- 
laya, <&c., to Baton Eouge. If he cannot be assisted by (xrant’s force 
and can be by troops from Charleston you will sec the imf)ortance of a 
speedy report from yourself, as well as that of a speedy rei)lv from 
General Grant. 

You are authorized to use the Sykes if necessary for the purpose of 
hastening the accomplishment of the two objects just mentioned. It is, 
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however, desirable to have the Sykes return here as speedily as nos* 
sible. ^ 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

EICH’D B. IRWIIil, 
Assistmt Adjutant-OerteraL 


Hdqes. Dept, op the Gulp, IiTineteenth Abmy Ooeps 

Alexandria^ May 11,1863—10.30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. G. Weitzel, Commanding^ &e.: 

General: By direction of the commanding general I have the honor 
to inform you that it is now contemplated to move as soon as practica¬ 
ble to Simmesport with the whole of the command. It is expected that 
General Grant will send a force to Bayou Sara to co-operate with us, 
and we have a report that four transports loaded with troops from 
Charleston, with a number of iron-clads, have arrived, and are on the 
way from Ilew Orleans to Baton Eouge. It is expected that your com¬ 
mand will act as rear guard in our movement. 

In regard to the orders sent you this morning, the commanding-gen¬ 
eral desires that you will, before returning, disperse any force the enemy 
may have at or near Ootile, and to get all the information obtainable 
respecting the position of the enemy at Grand Ecore, about 4 miles 
from Natchitoches, or elsewhere in that direction. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

EIOffD B. lEWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-G&neraL 

Duplicate sent 3 p. m. with the following postscript: 

P. S.—^Your dispatch of 12 m. to-day has been received and highly 
approved by the commanding-general, who desires you to continue your 
movement as far as you deem it i^rudent to do so. We have no gun¬ 
boat here that could go up the river. 

EIOffD B. lEWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant’General, 


IluQUs. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Alexandria^ May 12, 1863—8 a. m. 

Col. S. B. Bolabjrd, 

Chief Quartermaster^ New Orleans: 

Colonel: Dispatclics received at 7 this morning inform me that he 
[General Grant J is moving against Vicksburg and requires me to join 
him. It is out ol’ human i)()wer to do this, and I am left to move against 
Port Iludsoii alone. 

The stores at Barrels Landing and the animals and negroes at Berwick 
Bay should be cross(‘d at once and the transportation collected to cross 
my comniaud. The disabled men must be put on transports at Bane’s 
Landing and at New Iberia, on theTeche, on our march. Bring every¬ 
thing from New Oi leans that can float on these waters. There has been 
criminal d(‘hiy in doing this, which 1 have repeatedly ordered in the last 
four weeks, even since our advance from Franklin. Let it be done now. 
If it has not l)cen done, schooners, flats, and steamers will serve us. My 
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surplus train will move back to-day. My advance is GO miles above 
Alexandria. We shall fight the enemy if we can find him, but can¬ 
not pursue him farther unless we have a chance to overtake or 
meet him. I want the fruits of this campaign—wagons, mules, cattle, 
horses, and negroes—saved. Let them all be crossed to Brashear and 
kept there as well as possible. The army will cover everything. It 
will move in two or three days slowly, giving you time. 

For your convenience I subjoin the directions given above: 

1st. Eemove the sick, the negroes, and cotton from Barre’s Landing. 
The troops will join us on the march. Place at hand one transport 
there for disabled men. 

2d. Bring up flat-boats and transports to 'New Iberia for disabled 
men, who will leave our column at that point. Remove all stores, &c. 

3d. Cross cattle, mules, horses, and negroes to Brashear City, to be 
kept there. 

4th. Have transports there sufficient to cross oui* troops and trans¬ 
portation. 

5th. Expedite as much as possible the opening of Bayou Plaque- 
mine or Bayou Sorrel. The work should bo pressed night and day. 

6th. Save the guns on board the Diana at Franklin. 

The admiral, after having periled his fleet and the army to get above 
Port Hudson, now has ordered Captain Palmer to run the batteries back 
again. I shall protest against it and hope it will not be done at present. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

hr. P. BAhTKS, 

Major-OeneraJ^ Commanding, 


Headquabtees United States Foeoes, 

Camp on Merritfs Plantation^ May 12, 1863—5 p. m. 

Captain Halsted, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-general 
commanding, that I left camp at Baton Rouge with the forces assigned 
me, in orders of yesterday’s date, twenty minutes before 5 o’clock a. m. 
this morning, and proceeded along the Clinton road nninolested until my 
advance cavalry picket, under command of Captain Godlrey, reached a 
point near Cypiess Bayou, near the saw-mill, when an advance mounted 
picket of the enemy, some 30 strong, develoiied Iheinsclves in front by 
a volley, discharged at a distance of some 400 yards at ('ai)tain Godfrey’s 
cavalry, which was returned and kept up at distances varying from 300 
to 500 yards for nearly 4miles. From information gained from residents 
on the road and comparatively intelligent blacks, together by tlie in¬ 
dications of horses having been picketed <luring the niglit, I think the 
cavalry force west of White’s Bayou could not have been less than 
about 200. I pursued them some distance beyond tlie bridge which 
crosses White’s Bayou with the small cavalry force at my disposal 
and one piece of -^nold’s battery. Hot wishing to develop my strength 
to the enemy until Colonel Grierson had passed, I deemed it prudent 
to return and proceed to the point I originally intended to occupy to¬ 
night. On recrossing White’s Bayou Bridge I left Colonel Messer, with 
the whole of the Fiftieth Massachusetts Volunteers, one section of 
Arnold’s battery, and 20 cavalry, strongly i)osted, with instructions to 
hold the same 5 if assailed by too strong a party to destroy the bridge, 
which would only inconvenience cavalry and retard artillery for a short 
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time. I find my maps very incorrect. There is no road crossing the 
one running from near White’s (Black’s Creek, called by some) Bayou 
to Bayou Sara. With the exception of a small quantity of water in this 
latter bayou, there is no water on the route up to this point for a com¬ 
mand one-eighth the size of this. I expected to find abundance of 
water in the bayou crossing the road between this point and the Clinton 
road, but it was entirely dry. This necessity compelled me to come to 
this place, which made my march to-day 17 miles. My advance regi¬ 
ment, notwithstanding the delay caused by a cautious march in the 
forenoon, got into camp at 1 o’clock. 

Mr. Merritt, a party who took the oath of allegiance a few days since 
at Baton Eouge, informs me that the enemy has a brigade on this road 
beyond the Port Hudson road. He got his information from the en¬ 
emy’s pickets that came out this morning. 

I am bivouacked in a belt of timber with an open area on all sides of 
my forces, a deep gully running through the center, which can be used 
as a cover for my infantry if pushed. I feel confident I can hold my 
position against twice my own force if attacked. 

Since crossing Cypress Bayou our advance guard has hardly been 
out of sight of the enemy’s scouts. They are evidently on the wide¬ 
awake lookout for the Illinois cavalry. 

The only casualty during the day has been the wounding of one horse 
of Godfrey’s cavalry. One prisoner, belonging to the Tennessee cav¬ 
alry, was captured by Lieutenant Carlton in a hand*to hand conflict. 

The men of the several corps have nobly stood the day’s march, 
especially the last two hours, with the hot sun on their backs, no shade 
for some 6 miles and the dust almost intolerable, l^ot over 10 men 
fell to the rear during the march. No information of Colonel Grierson’s 
command up to this hour. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[N. A. M. DUDLEY, ?] 

Colonel and Acting Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Alexandria, May 12,1863. 

Col. S. B. Holabikd, 

Chief Quartermaster, Brashear or New Orleans : 

Colonel : The commanding general directs me to inclose to yon a 
copy of his order of this morning to Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler- 
General Grant having decided to move alone against Vicksburg, the 
commanding general decides to return, via Opelousas, New Iberia, and 
Brashear, to Baton Konge, and thence operate alone upon Port Hudson. 
You will regard this as stiictly confidential. 

The general dcsTres you to come down to Brashear immediately and 
see that everything is pushed to secure the accomplishment of his ob¬ 
jects as s})eedily as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

RICH’D B. lEWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

[InclosuTO ] 

Hdqes. Dept, op the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Alexandria, May 12,18C3—8 a. m. 

Col. J. G. Chandler, Assistant (Quartermaster : 

There must be preparations for the immediate removal of the sick, 
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the cotton, and negroes at Barrels Landing and at Kew Iberia, and 
transports, flatSjSteainers, &c., to take disabled men from these points 
on our march. Everything should be accumulated at Brashear to cross 
our transportation and troops across the bay. The cattle, mules, horses, 
and negroes should be crossed at once. 

Let every possible exertion be made to open Bayous Plaquemine and 
Sorrel. We want to reach Port Hudson early and cover everything. 
The army will march in a day or two. 

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Alexandria, May 12,1863. 

Lieut. Col. J. G. Chandler, 

Assista^it Quartermaster, Brashear: 

Sir : The commanding general directs me to inform you that in con¬ 
sequence of information received from General Grant of his movements 
he has decided to march via Opelousas and New Iberia to Brashear 
City, The command will probably take up the lino of march in two 
days. 

By the Union, which is to take this, will be sent an order to turn back 
to Barre’s Landing all boats which she may meet above the Courtableau, 
and to order all boats that she may meet below the Courtableau to go 
also to Barre’s Landing. There they arc to take on board the sick and 
disabled, the negroes, cotton, and other supplies, and take them to 
Brashear City. You will send all your disposable boats to Barrels 
Landing for the same purpose except those hcreinaller directed to be 
sent to New Iberia. 

We shall expect to find 150,000 partial rations at Barre’s Landing. 
If the orders which have been given have been executed 100,000 of 
these rations will be on the boats which the Union meets, and you will 
in that case only have to send up the remaining 50,000,- but you will 
please be sure that the whole supjdy reaches Barre’s Ijandiug in time. 
We shall expect to find 75,000 partial rations at New Ilxu-ia. 

You will send one or two boats to New Ilxu'ia to take the si(‘k and 
the negroes, cotton, and other supplies, and tlie Diana’s guns to Bra¬ 
shear. 

You will use every i)ossiblc exertion to get all the |)i(>perty collected 
on the Berwick City side across B(‘rwi(;k Bay. 

You will retain all negroes, horses, mules, and cattle at Brashear 
City for the present. All other property, guns, lumlxu*, cotton, sugar, 
&c., you will send at once to Algiers. Voii will push forward the work 
of clearing out Bayou tSorrel. 

The foregoingis communicated by direction of the general command¬ 
ing. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient s(u*vaiit, 

EKUI’J) B. lltWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-0enerah 
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Hdqes. Dept, of the Gulp, Nineteenth Aehy Coeps, 

Alexandria, May 13, is’es. 

Admiral D. G. Faeeagut: 

In my note of yesterday the word “insanity” was written. It should 
have been “unwise.” Nevertheless, do not withdraw the fleet from 
above Port Hudson; it is of vital consequence to us for the present. 
Its withdrawal would lose to us all that has been gained in this cam¬ 
paign from the passage of the fleet to this day, as it would reopen to 
Port Hudson the now closed avenue of supplies. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

N. P. BACIHS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hdqes. Dept, op the Gulp, Nineteenth Aemy Coeps, 

Alexandria, May 13,1863. 

Admiral D. G. Faeeagut, 

Commanding Fleet at New Orleans: 

Our reconnaissances since my dispatch of yesterday show that it is 
practicable for us to join General Grant at Vicksburg. I shall make 
every sacrifice and hazard everything to effect this junction. My com¬ 
mand will move to Siihmesport to-day, making that the base of our 
operations, and transport the army to Grand Gulf by transports and by 
such naval vessels as can assist us. CTuless its place can be supplied 
by an equally efficient force it will be impossible to withdraw the Hart¬ 
ford and the other vessels from above Port Hudson. 

If there is any disposition to evacuate Port Hudson our movement 
wilt compel it, until which it is indispensable that the supplies from this 
side of Red Eivef should be cut off and that their communication with 
the country in the rear of their fortifications should also be restricted. 
General Augur will receive instructions to this end, and I most earnestly 
pintest against the withdrawal of the Hartford until this is accom¬ 
plished. I will keep you informed of onr movements daily. 

I have the honor to be, very res]>eetfnlly, yonr obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Ujsadquaetees Depaethent of the Gulp, 

Alexandria, La., May 13, 1863. 

General Geant: 

More coniiileb' investigation of (he country on the Bed and Missis¬ 
sippi Ilivors leads me to believe that it is possible for me to join yon. 
I sliall make* every sacrifice and hazard everything to accomplish this 
object. My advaiico will move to Simmesport, Bed Biver, to-day. I 
hope to move my eouiinand from Simmesport bj the aid of transports 
and naval vessels to Grand Gulf, in which event ten or twelve days 
will acconqilisli the movement. 

I am now ddO miles distant from yon. Nothing vv’ill be allowed to 
delay our movenionts. 1 will keep you advised ol our progress from 
day 'to day. I can ad<l about 13,000 to your column. 

i have the honor to be, with much respect, yonr obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Headquarters Department op the Q-ulf, 

Alexandria^ La.^ May 13,1863. 

Major-General Grant, 

Commanding Forces at Viclcshurg: 

I hare sent, subsequent to the dispatch of yesterday, transmitted by 
Captain Gibbs, a note of this date, informing you of my determination 
to join you at all hazards with as little delay as possible. There are 
great difficulties in the way of our movement, but we shall overcome 
them all. My belief is that your first suggestion of sending a force to 
co-operate with us against Port Hudson is best. 

Port Hudson can be reduced without delay and with perfect certainty 
if you can assist us with from 10,000 to 20,000 men. We can then aid 
you by a force of 25,000, and, if Hunter joins us, with still stronger 
numbers, and furnish supplies, ammunition, and everything necessary 
for the support of your army and our own from New Orleans without 
trouble or delay. I earnestly urge upon you the consideration of this 
subject in this light, but should it be impossible for you to conform with 
it, I shall move to you as soon as possible with the force that I have 
stated. At best the movement against Port Hudson can delay us but 
a few days, and will not only give you our co-operation, but will free 
yom' cavalry from the difficulties which now prevent its return. 

My headquarters will be at Simmesport to-morrow. 

The moral effect of the reduction of Port Hudson upon Vicksburg ami 
the junction of our forces after that will be inappreciably great. 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major-General^ Coynmanding. 


[May 20,1863.—For Banks to Pemberton, see p. 740. ^ Misplaced.] 


Memoranda upo7i the military movements of May^ 1863. 

Major-General Grant, 

Commanding Forces at Vicksburg: 

Let me again earnestly press upon your consideralion tliese advan¬ 
tages in reducing Port Hudson: 

1st. Enabling me to aid you at Vicksburg with 25,000 men at least, 
instead of 12,000. 

2d. The certain and immediate reduction of Port Hudson, and the 
immense moral effect produced thereby both on our tr()oi)s undon those 
of the enemy at Vicksburg. 

3d. Perfect security for my communications with New Orleans, and 
lor procuring ample supplies of provisions and ainiminilion Ibr both 
armies from New Orleans; also coal for both fleets and transpoits. 

4th. Should Hunter’s troops join me, as promised and OAj)ected, the 
additional aid of those trooi)s. 

5th. A secure line of retreat for all these forces in (Mse ol’disasttn*. 

6th. Facilitating the rejoining your command by Colonel Giierson’s 
cavalry. 

N. P. BANKIS, 

Major-GeiwraL 
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Headqxjaetees Department ITo. 1, 0, S. A. 

^ Moore^ La,. May 12, 1862. 

Gov. Thomas O. Moohe: ’ 


Sir: I have received your note* in relation to the protest made by 
me relative to the sending the arms to Corinth. 1 will explain more 
liilly my expression as to abandoning the State. It was intended to 
convey my idea that without more guns I should be unable to hold my 
present position. I have here but 2,000 guns and about 600 at Jack- 
son. In lieu of the regiment from this State sent to Vicksburg I have 
retained here a Mississippi regiment. The regiment at Jackson with 
the armed troops here will only give 3,200 available troops, nearly all 
of which are new levies, and I fear that with this number, scarcely 
organized, I shall have some difficulty in holding my own. 

I am well aware that it has been mainly through your assistance that 
the troops I have are armed, but 1 have telegraphed to Eichmond for 
guns and they inform me they have none. 

Under these circumstances if we fail to get those sent to Corinth it 
leaves me in the predicament explained above. You will see yourself 
that if the enemy acts in force it will be next to impossible to keep him 
back with 3,200 men. 

It will likewise occur to you that the remarks as to arming the troops 
of the Confederacy with these guns are equally applicable to their pres¬ 
ent destination. They are in the hands of Confederate troops at Cor¬ 
inth, the same as they would have been here. In the latter case, how¬ 
ever, they would have been retained within the limits of the State fora 
time at all events. 

With reference to your want of knowledge of my plans, it has probably 
escaped your mind that I read to you yesterday that part of my letter to 
General Lee which related to my future course of action, and it seemed 
to meet the approval of Judge Moise and yourself. It was simply to 
organize a central force of 5,000 men, which, in connection with corps 
of Partisan Eangers, might succeed in confining the enemy to New Or¬ 
leans, and thus subject him to the diseases incident to that city in sum¬ 
mer. If I cannot organize that central force I fear that I shall be com¬ 
pelled to abandon that plan and be driven from the State, and it was 
the possibility of this result which induced my note of this morning. 

Moreover, you had already given me an order for the 820 guns, and 
I had sent aii officer for them. Expecting to get them, I withdrew one 
regiment to Jackson for purposes of a better encampment, having here 
about 800 unarmed men, which will be of no assistance to me in holding 
this position. The only right that I had to expect the guns from you 
was derived from your own written order to that effect. 

With regard to the arms in the hands of the troops in New Orleans, 
they were Stale ])ropei*ty, in the hands of State troops, where they still 
reinaiii. They disbanded contrary to my orders, which were expressly 
that all armed men should rendezvous at this point, but I learn that the 
order was given by Generals fE. L.] Tracy and [B.] Buisson for them to 
disband. 

In conclusion I beg to say that my note was not intended to convey 
any idea that you were not doing everything in your power for the 
cause but to object to the sending of the guns to Corinth, thus render- 
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ing it iuor6 tlidiD. probable that I shonlil not bo able long to hold my 
position within the limits of the State. 

General Beauregard telegraphed for De Clouet’s regiment, which 1 
declined to send on the ground that I did not wish it to quit the soil 
of Louisiana. 

Bespectfully, vour obedient servant, 

M. LOVELL, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


Obders, ) EtoQBS. Looisiana Militia, Aujt. Gen.’s Office, 

Bo. 582. ) Tangipahoa, May 12, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. John L. Lewis, commanding State Militia, will report him¬ 
self at Opelousas, La., for duty as soon as his healtli will permit. 

By order of Thos. O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

M. GBIVOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


COBiNTii, Miss., May 13, 1862. 


General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 


I send following dispatch, received from lion. P. Sould, for informa¬ 
tion and consideration of War Department: 


We arc witliout a word of intcllijjjeiico from (dllior Stale or Couf(Ml(Tato Slates (Jrov- 
ornmout. Our public men, our ollicials, have all left in Hhanudiil haste when they 
heard the enem;-T--"" - Th(‘y took away with them siieh remnants o'f 

treasure as still ■ ■ , . - ^ ssession or under th(‘ir coni rol, and left us noth¬ 

ing wherewith to give bread to famished soUli<‘rH or to tin* (tc.wh of t,h<‘ boats that 
had shown any resistance to llie miemy. Large amounlH of proixu’l.y alinudoiicd by 
them without a word of iUwStruction to anybody might have been saved, had some of 
the revenues they carried out been h*ffc in Ihe liaiuls of some foreign ni<u‘chaut to bo 
disposed as the noccssities which were so lik(*ly to arisii might (hanaud. Are wo to 
be left thus unattended to, oven thought of, with an iiieri’aMiiig ei*owd of supjilicants 
asking for their pay, or at least a portion of it, and actually starving witli Ibeir fam¬ 
ilies? The crew of the McRae is almost entire- 

We cannot hope for a change in our deplorable eondilion iinl(‘SH some iiaxal scheme 
be devised to rid us of the cannon and mortars that threaUm us ineessantlv Ironi the 
river; and if any such selKune is tube attemj)t(‘d IIk* iieeessif\ of Kdaining sn<*h 
men mnst bo obvious. Will the Cfov(‘rninent at Riebuioml undertake to free us in 
the river? That is all we ask against any force, (hi land we \sonld a.sk no as¬ 
sistance from without. Jhit le( ns hav(*some tokmi of nx'ognil ieii from oiir niliu's, lor 
otherwise we are loft adj’ifl, and w(‘will now look lo vlial emn-gy and <li‘\o|ion is 
being fostered up in every true br(‘ast. Lt I ns lia\ soim^ mi'aH'. lo I iirii eliane< s, ])()s- 
bible chances, to advantage, and at tluii same tinn‘ I lie \\b(‘ie\\ illi lo a Herd assistance 
to our soldiers and crows, otherwise we are evpose<l to sei* them milist nmlei tli(‘ (‘\- 
actions of starvation in the ranks of Ihe emmiy, who oiler for volnnleers a bounty of 
$100, besides a liberal pay. In God’s name, general, let Ibis go to Rieliuiond, and at 
least givens yourself, if yon cannot obtain from the Government, a word of eiicoui- 
agement. 

riKRRi: sotiLf:. 


G. T. BEAURECJAJG). 
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Headquarters Department N'o. 1, 

Gamp Moore, La., May 14,1862. 
General G. T. Beauregard, Gorinth, Miss. : 

Dear General: I received your dispatch this afternoon.* As you 
are aware, I have sent two regiments and some artillerists to Vicksburg 
which leaves me here only 2,600 armed men, of which more than half 
are new levies. This body of men which you dignity with the title of 
<tmy army,” would add little or nothing to the efficient force of your 
army, but if withdrawn from here would necessarily leave the railroad 
open from Hew Orleans to Jackson and let the enemy in upon you from 
behind. Besides having been placed in command in this department, 
I do not feel authorized in abandoning it without orders from Eichmond 
and the Governor of Louisiana objects strongly to my leaving the State 
with all the troops. 

You ask me why the Mississippi was burned. I should like to know 
myself. I rather think it was due to want of a little foresight and pres¬ 
ence of mind on the part of those whose business it was to take care 
of her. I had no^ control over anything belonging to the Havy, as they 
had their own officers and agents in Hew Orleans, who were entirely in¬ 
dependent of me. 

I did not mean to say in my last letter that you had diverted any¬ 
thing from me except the 800 guns, but nearly everybody else did. 
Scarcely anything that started for Hew Orleans ever got there, except 
by means of special agents, who would not give up what they had in 
charge. 

I am getting my recruits into some sort of shape, but it is uphill work. 
General Smith was sent to Vicksburg to take command, but finds some 
one there who claims to be iti command by your orders or Bragg^s. If 
that is so I had better recall Smith, as I am doing his work in his ab¬ 
sence. 


Governor Moore left to-day for Opelousas. I am trying to organize 
some Partisan Itangers in the State to prevent marauding excursions 
of small parties of the enemy. 

Yours, truly, 

M. LOVELL. 


Headquarters Department Ho. 1, 

Camp Moore, La., 2fay 14, 1862. 

Gov. TnoMAS O. Moore: 

Sir : 1 have just received with great surprise your note of this date,* 
declaring that “if this camp is attacked it will be eai)tuied or routed 
in confusion.” I beg leave to differ with you entirely on that point. 

This camp cannot be attacked by the enemy in any force without at 
least twenty-four hours’ notice. Tliemenareiii large part armed ; have 
plenty of aitnniinition, and are in as good order and discipline as I have 
ever known raw new levies to be with uninstructed officers. As to their 
courage I have no question. If routed at all, it will be by superior lorces 
and hard lighting. Heitlier has the enemy the means to attack it by 
land at present. 

My information shows me that there is no body of the enemy over 200 
in number nearer tlian Baton Rouge, and abundant measures have been 


Not found. 
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taken to meet them in ever}^ direction. If you have any informat.ion to 
the contrary I beg you will send it, for with lines of couriers to fiaton 
Rouge, Bayou Sara, Madisonville, and Covington, I hear nothing of 
the kind from any reliable source. 

I am compelled to add, in justice to myself, that your opinion as to 
the enemy’s certainty of attack and the result of that attack is, I fear, 
made without proper examination into the facts of the case, and is rather 
based upon rumors than actual information. 

My arrangements to meet an enemy have been made as far as the 
means at my command will permit, and I feel confident that if he makes 
any attempt to attack he will be fought with coolness and courage. 

In evidence of the discipline of my troops I have to adduce that on 
last night at a late hour the long roll was beat; in less than thirty min¬ 
utes the whole encampment was under arms and in complete readiness 
for action. If they were all armed I should have no fear of any force 
he can send at present. 

With regard to that part of your note relating to the defenses of the 
other portion of the State, I can only arrange for corps of Partisan 
Rangers until the result of the telegraphic correspondence between your¬ 
self and the President is known. As to dividing the department into 
two parts, separated by the river—I will, however, consult with you in 
person on that point. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. LOVELL, 

Major-0enera Commanding. 


Commandant’s Office, 

Confederate Post, Washington, Miss., May 17, 3862. 

Brig. Gen. Thomas Jordan, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Corinth : 

Sir : It becomes my duty to inform you of the facts connected with 
the occupation by the enemy of the city of Natchez, located within my 
command. Their gunboats had been re])orted lor several days previous 
having passed Bayou Sara on their way ui), that being the first point 
of telegraphic communication below the city. On Tuesday night they 
were 0 miles below Ellis’ Cliffs and 23 miles below Natchez. The 
rockets and other signals from the cliffs arrested their i)rogross and 
they returned down the river. They remained between there and Bayou 
Sara until Saturday night at 7 o’clock, when my scouts informed ino of 
their passing Walche’s plantation, 35 miles below Natchez, to the num¬ 
ber of five gunboats. No further information of their movements was 
received until 12 o’clock on Monday, w^hen intelligence from the post at 
the cliffs and the scouts on the opposite side of the river was received 
simultaneously with the fact of the leading boat coming in sight from the 
bluffs at Natchez. 

In a few hours five of them anchored in line of battle opposite the 
city, and soon after a cutter, commanded by an officer find 12 men, with 
the Federal flag flying in the stern sheets, left the leading vessel, the 
Iroquois, steering for the usual lauding of the city. Just before this 
nearly 100 unarmed recruits for Virginia, who were to have been taken 
by the ferry-boat to the Vicksburg, at her location 5 or 6 miles above 
the city, were ordered off the ferry-boat, with directions to march by 
and to Brookhaven, knowing that by that mode they would arrive 
safely, though not so speedily. 
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Soon after the steamboat Vicksbm’g came in sight, rounding the point, 
intending to land at Natchez, but on discovering her dangler of which 
1 apprised her by firing a musket, she promptly put about to escape cap- 
ture, winch she succeeded in doing, though after two ineffectual shots 
fired at her from the foremost gunboat, the balls from which I saw dis‘ 
tinctly strike the water, notwithstanding we*were all aware, as no doubt 
the enemy was, that her cabin was occupied by women and children. 

I had stationed Adjutant Lyle at the landing with 9 armed men all 
that could be procured or raised for the defense of the city of I^atchez 
with orders to receive the communication from the enemy if it came in 
the usual form, viz, under a flag of truce. As the boat of the enemy 
exhibited no such flag, a letter which the officer of the boat had and 
endeavored to send to the authorities was decidedly refused by Adju¬ 
tant Lyle. The officer of the boat, in a very unusual manner, hailed 
for some person to carry his letter, A man from among the crowd of 
our people rushed forth to receive the letter, when he was promptly 
arrested and is now in jail at Fayette awaiting his trial. The officer 
then, finding his inability in that manner to communicate with any of 
the authorities, after venting sundry expressions, returned to the Iro¬ 
quois. Soon after, perceiving that the enemy had seized the steam 
ferry-boat, with a view of landing a body of men, I ordered Adjutant 
Lyle, if the force of the enemy was overpowering, to commence his re¬ 
treat by the time they had partly crossed the river, so as to make his 
movement leisurely, quietly, and orderly, which order he executed in a 
commendable manner. The force of the enemy, represented as 130 
strong, well armed and with artillery, being too powerful for any re¬ 
sistance I could make—^for after repeated exertions by every means I 
could only procure 5 others who were willing to defend the city, making 
14 in all, coupled with the fact of the conscripts positively refusing to 
do duty—I notified the city authorities of my inability, and turned the 
control of the city over to them. 

Meanwhile the enemy had rapidly approached the shore, without 
any flag of truce, with the view, I presume, of landmg and taking forcible 
possession of the city, which I stood carefully watching and observing, 
when, to my surprise, after a few moments^ delay, they pushed ofl* and 
rejoined their squadron without landing any force. 

Some time afterward, in calling on the mayor, I learned that they 
had delivered a letter—the same no doubt that I had refused in the 
morning—to a person who claimed to act under the civil authority in 
receiving the letter in that manner. Kext morning at 8 o’clock, before 
the civil authoiities had replied to that letter, which it appears was a 
formal demand for the surrender of the (iity, I visited in person the 
city council, and in writing protested against the reception of any com¬ 
munication from the enemy, except in accordance with the customary 
rules and regulations of war, a copy of which I inclose. This was, 
however, unheeded and comniuiiication opened with the enemy, after 
the unusual and degrading insult had been offered to them; the object 
of the enen»y being to ignore any right on our i)art to be considered 
belligerents, hut only illegal and unauthorized combatants, and as such 
not entitled to the usages of civilized warfare. 

On Tuesday morning I left the city, after it had been supendered to 
the enemy', and have not been inside of it since; conceiving it undig¬ 
nified on the part of a Confederate officer to visit a place in the posses¬ 
sion of the enemy although not occupied in force. I still watch their 
movements very assiduously and carefully, and after they had been 
joined by several transports and landed a thousand troops on the Lou- 

47 E E — ^VOL xv 
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isiana shore I ordered all the cotton burned 'within the distance of 5 
miles of the < 5 ity of Fatchez, and after some of their men had entered 
the city I ordered all cotton within 10 miles of same place to be burned, 
modifying the order so far as to authorize the removal beyond that 
limit by any who chose to do so; nor would I perhaps have burned this 
had I any force to have checked them with, but only burned as I fell 
back, if compelled to do so; but with only 7 men seizure of the cotton de- 
])ended solely upon the volition of the enemy, which of course demanded 
reasonable prudence to prevent his possessing. I had also given orders 
for all drays, wagons, horses, mules, and means of transportation to be 
removed beyond the city and its environs, as the large number there 
afforded great facilities to the raids of the enemy. This last order I 
have waived for the present, as upon the arrival of the flag-ship all of 
the squadron except three gunboats promptly departed, bound upward. 

Our condition here is a matter of deep regret and solicitude to me, 
and T have no doubt would be to yourself, were you as informed of our 
situation as I am. Without any organized military power, with con¬ 
scripts who refuse to serve, and imobably will not unless under the 
visible effect of a sufficient military force; without arms, without sup¬ 
plies, equipage, munitions, or commissary stores of any description; 
with a population the strength of which has already joined the army, 
and many of the residue, if not disaffected, at least wavering and in 
trepidation for their property or personal security from the appearaiice 
of the power of the enemy, as evidence of which it is stated on good 
authority that one of the persons who had been authorized to receive 
the letter from the enemy for the civil authorities in their second visit 
apologized t o the Federal officer for the fancied insult given him by Adju¬ 
tant Lyle in refusing the first proffered communication, which be liad 
done by my positive orders, and still further open manifestations of 
treason have shown themselves, three of which cases are nowin the Fay¬ 
ette County jail awaiting trial, and many others no doubt that are 
liable, amongst which is the telegraph operator Ix^lbre reported to you 
by telegraph, as well as a minister of the Cospel, who, on the fast day 
oil Friday, as ordered by President Davis, refused or omitted to pray 
for the President of the Confederate States. Add(Ml to which the dan- 
gi'vs from our discontented servile population, arising partly from nat¬ 
ural insubordination, partly from the presence of the enemy, partly from 
difficulty of obtaining their usual supplies of food and clothing, i)artly 
from the instigations of evil-minded men, but more than all from the 
absence of a decided military strength to warn them of the futility of 
any hostile attempts; all these are matters that I desire to lay before 
you for y,oi\v decision and direction, believing as I do that they call for 
prompt and decided action. 

Please therefore to give me orders in relation to the aforementioned 
cases of treason, and if ])ossible send an officer ibr the piirjiose ot* con¬ 
ducting such trial. I desire also your oi)inioii in relation to tlic correct¬ 
ness of my position in refusing any communication with the enemy 
except by a flag of truce, as before stated. 

I desire to commend to your consideration Adjt. William J. Lyle, 
whose conduct on the occasion referred to was cool, judicious, and 
praiseworthy in every respect, and I make no (piestion but that in a 
more elevated and responsible position the same result would attend 
his efforts. 

Eespectfully, your servant, 

G. G. DAIILGPEN, 

Commandant 
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Camp Moore, La.'May 17,1862. 
Gov. Thomas O. Mooee, Opelousas: 

SiE: Prom what I can learn of the state of things over on the line 
of the Opelousas EaHroad I think it would he advisable to call out all 
the militia in that section of the country, destroy that railroad, and 
clear out the small parties of the enemy who are roving through that 
portion of the State with a careless impudence that is astonishing 

In order to create something of a nucleus to rally upon I have or¬ 
dered Lieutenant-Colonel Shields, with one good company, to proceed to 
Thibodeaux, if they can get across the river, and thence communicate 
with Mr. Goode, Major Fournet, and Captain Ker, the two last of whom 
should have 400 or 500 armed men west of Berwick Bay. Mr. Goode 
left here to raise a company of rangers. I have telegraphed to Eich- 
mond for authority to raise these guerrilla companies at once, as every 
day^s delay gives the enemy a stronger foothold in the country. Eo 
answer has been received as yet. 

If any plan can be devised by which it can he safely sent I will order 
to ihe west side of the river 100,000 rounds of shot-gun cartridges for 
service of rangers and fhilitia, but until the river falls so as to leave the 
railroad free opposite Yicksburg I do not well see how it can be got 
across. The enemy holds most of the ferries. I hope to hear from vou 
when you reach your destination. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. LOVELL, 

Major-Oene7*aly Commanding, 

Tliere are several experienced officers here who were in Louisiana 
regiments in Virginia and were not re-elected. If commissioned in the 
State service they would prove of valuable assistance to you in this 
juncture. 

M. L. 


Orders, > Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

'No, 589. ) Opelousas, Mag 19,1862. 

I. In view of the troubles now existing in the parish of Avoyelles 
Col. W. W. Johnson will remain with his command, Johnson’s Special 
Battalion, in the parish until further orders. 

* »: * * * H? # 

By order of Thos. O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

M. GEIVOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Headquarters Department Ko. 1, C. S. A., 

Camp Moojc, La., Mag 20, 1862. 

Gov. Thomas O. Moore: 

Dear Sir : At the urgent request of Beauregard, backed by Gov¬ 
ernor Pettus, 1 bend two regiments (the Third Mississippi and Twenty- 
eighlh Louisiana) to Vicksburg to daj, and shall run up myself for a 
day or two to help imsli matters along. I leave in an hour. 
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My headquarters reuiaiu here, and Colonel Fuller is in command. 
The main force of the enemy has gone to Vicksburg. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

* ^ M. LOVELL, 

Major- Gen era 7, Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, IsTineteenth Army Corps, 

Neio Orleans^ May 20,1863. 

Lieut. Gen. J. 0. Pemberton, 

Commanding Dejgartment of the Mississippi, VicJcsburg: 

Geneual : Your letter of the 13th of March by mischance has been 
unanswered, iniich to my regret. In reference to the cargo of cotton 
seized by some of the troops of my command at or near Ponchatoula I 
have only to say the seizure was made under such circumstances that 
did not leave me at liberty to release it from the custody of the mar¬ 
shal. It will be referred to the courts for consideration, when such judg¬ 
ment as may be given will be followed in its final disposition. Under 
difierent circumstance^ I should be glad to comply with your request. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

N. P. BANKS, ' 
Major-Genera I, Commanding, 


Opelousas, La., May 21,1862. 

President D ayis : 

Dear Sir: Orders have already been issued by my adjutant-general 
for the enrollment of conscripts, and notice has been given that the two 
camps will be at Monroe and this jdace; but, as I have already informed 
you, there will be no tents or provisions at either ofthein until you send 
them. Should any coiiscri])ts reach the (*ami)s befonj these things are 
provided they will have to return home. 1 am striiiped of everything 
I have—guns, munitions, forces, and commissary stores. 

I must express my great regret that martial law could not be declared 
in the parishes indicated to you. If it had been done, and the provost- 
marshals api)ointed by you, much, very much, scTious trouble would 
have been avoided. It was not to be exjxH^ted that I w'ould (*ver again 
consent to the proclamation of martial law by (hmeral Lovell after the 
urgent and persistent complaints 1 made to you of the action of his pro¬ 
vost-marshals, which re(*eiv(*d his silent a(*(iiiies(ten(*e, if not his open 
approval. A part of my {State is now in possc^ssion of our ruthless 
enemy; the reiiiaindm* is a i)rey to internal (lissension and the x)erils of 
demoralization produced b> th<* <lisorganized (jondit ion of the Confed¬ 
erate forces, while tlnu’c is not a Oonfc(lerat(‘otlic(‘r in the whole State, 
except a single parish (Saint Helena) bordering th(‘ State line. I have 
sent more than 30,000 men into the fndd, every on(‘ fully armed and 
equipped, besides emptying the arsenal 1 seized for the benefit of the 
neighboring States with my own ; have clothed them since they have 
been there; have given all the arms I bought to Confederate troops, 
and have now, in this our calamity, not an oflicier to advise with or a 
man to execute an order. I beg that a general may be assigned to 
whatever department Louisiana may be placed in very soon.* 

***** * * 


* That portion of Governor MooreN letter hero omitted relates to the evacuation, 
April 27, 1862, of Fort Qnitman, Bayou Grand Caillon, La., and will be found with 
Maj. Gen. Mansfield Lovelfs report on that event, Series I, Vol. VI, p. 657. 
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It IS absolutely necessary that some steps should betaken to ston 
the incursions of the enemy in the lower part of the State. The onlv 
means I now have is to organize bands of Partisan Bangers If I wait 
for captains to apply through General Lovell to the Secretary of War 
the delays will be ruinous, and I therefore have given to-day authority 
to Captain Goode to raise a company of rangers for operation in Terre 
Bonne. I shall grant similar privileges to such others as circum¬ 
stances may suggest, and shall report all of them to the Secretary of 
War, who I hope will confirm these authorizations. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 

THO, 0. MOOBB, 

Governor. 


[Indorsemeiit.] 

Secretary of War for special attention. Call on General Lovdl for 
report as to fort at Grand Oaillou. 

J. D. 


Bichmonb, Va., May 21, ISfii 
Maj. Gen. Mansfield Lovell, Gamp Moore, La.; 

1 am informed that you do not consider yourself instructed as to the 
destruction of the cotton on the Mississippi, and to avoid misconcep¬ 
tion or mistake I now instruct you to destroy cotton, tobacco, military 
and naval stores, or other property of any kind whatever which may 
aid the enemy in the prosecution of the war whenever and wherever 
in your judgment it is necessary to prevent such property from falling 
into the hands of the enemy. 

G. W. BABDOLPH, 

Secretary of War. 


ViCKSBiTKG, Miss., May 22, 1862. 
General Geoege W. Bandolpd, 

Secretary of War; 

You were misinformed. I have already given fall instructions for 
destruction of the property named. 

M. LOVELL. 


Vioesbtjeg, May 23,1862. 

General G. T. Bfadregaud, Corinth, Miss.; 

My Deae General: I came up here a day or two since with several 
additional regiments, with the view of strengthening this point in such 
a manner as to prevent the enemy from getting' possession of this rail¬ 
road. Yesterday, to my groat astonishment. General Buggies presented 
himself hero with an order, taking command of several places heretofore 
always considered as belonging to Department No. 1. There never was 
any definite line of demarkation between the dei>artments, but it was 
generally understood that ray department embraced the State of Missis¬ 
sippi up to the line of North Louisiana. 

Orders relative to matters in Jackson or Vicksburg have always been 
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sent from Eichmond through me, and the troops at these points have 
reported to or been raised in my department. Now, I have not the 
slightest objection to your sending away General Euggles, but for 
Heaven’s sake don’t send him into my department, where he will raise 
a row in a week. When I sent him to you I sent six or eight good 
regiments with him. It is hardly fair to send him back without any 
soldiers, to take command of me and my troops. The bulk of supplies 
ordnance, commissary, and quartermaster, at Jackson belong to my de¬ 
partment, and I certainly don’t want General Euggles to meddle with 
them. 

Please alter your orders so as to confine his operations to the northern 
half of the State. He stepped in here to take command of Smith, my¬ 
self, and all our troops with a wonderful degree of gravity, and it was 
only when I asked him what he would do if 1 witlidrew all of my troops 
thabhe seemed to appreciate the case. 1 think I shall i)robably be 
about Jackson myself, oscillating between Gamp Moore and Yicksburg. 
The destruction of cotton and the raising of corps of Partisan Eangers 
require a good deal of attention just at present, but unless I can get 
some small-arms I shall be unable to put men enough in the field to 
prevent the enemy from seizing all our railroads and river ports. If 
we can confine them to the river until it falls so low that their gunboats 
cannot operate we shall be able to make a clean sweep of them before 
the summer is over. 

Yours, truly, 

M. LOVELL. 


HEADQUAUTEns, 
JacJci^on, il/m., May 2i>, 1802, 

General Beaureg-abd, Corinth^ Miss.: 

General Lovell reached Yicksburg before me, and claims the com¬ 
mand and refuses to yield it. 

Prompt and energetic action is necessary. I have returned to my 
headquarters and await your orders. 

HANIEL lUJGOLMJS, 
Brigadier-Ueneral^ (J, JS. Army. 


Okbers, ) IlBQRs. Louisiana Militia, Ad.tt. Gen.’s Oeetcj:, 

No. 010. f Opelousas^ May 2;>, 1S02. 

I. Brig. Gen. John G. Pratt, commanding the Niiitli Brigade, Louisi¬ 
ana Militia, is called into active service, dating IVom tlu* Stij of 
1802, according to section To, militia act of 2.‘>d Jannai.\. I<S02. 

II. The militia forces from Ins brigade and Ironi iln^' Sixth Iji ig:ul(‘, 
called by him into active s<Tviee, are ridanu'd in sci\nct‘, dating hoin 
the date when they report tlieiuselvc^s for duty, and until Inither ordiu's. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and coininaiid(‘i-in (ihi(‘r: 

M. GUIYOT, 
Adjutant and Inspector. 


^ . CORiNTn, May 24, 1802. 

Brig. Gen. Daniel Euggles : 

The forces at Yicksburg belong to General Lovell’s command; lienee 
he must command them. Jackson, T am informed, is in his military 
district. You will therefore establish your headquarter s at Gieiiada. 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 
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PROCLAMATION. 


To the People of Louisiana : 


Bxbotjtite Office, 
O^ehmas, La., May 24,1862. 


The general commanding the troops of the United States now hold¬ 
ing possession of JSew Orleans issued the following order on the 16th 
instant: 


As the officers and soldiers of the United States have been subject to repeated in¬ 
sults from the women (calling themselves ladies) of New Orleans, in retiiin for the 
most scrupulous non-interference and courtesy on our part, it is ordered that here¬ 
after, when any female shall, by word, gesture, or movement, insult or show contempt 
for any officer or soldier of the United States, she shall be regarded and held liable to 
bo treated as a woman of the town plying her avocation. 

By command of Major-General Butler. 


The annals of warfare between civilized nations afford no similar in¬ 
stance of infamy to this order. It is thus proclaimed to the world that 
the exhibition of any disgust or repulsiveness by the women of New 
Orleans to the hated invaders of their home and the slayers of their 
ffithers, brothers, and husbands shall constitute a justification to a 
brutal soldiery for the indulgence of their lust. The commanding gen¬ 
eral, from his headquarters, announces to his insolent followers that 
they are at liberty to treat as women of the town the wives, the mothers, 
the daughters of our citizens, if by word, gesture, or movement any 
contempt is indicated for their persons or insult offered to their pres¬ 
ence. Of the nature of the movement and the meaning of the look 
these vagabond refuse of the Noithern States are to be the judges. 

What else than contempt and abhorrence can the women of New Or¬ 
leans feel or exhibit foi- these officers and soldiers of the United States'? 
The spontaneous iraiiulse of their hearts must appear involuntary upon 
their coiinlenances and thus constitute the crime for which the general 
of those soldiers adjudges the pimishnient of rape and brutalized pas¬ 
sion. 

History records instances of cities sacked and inhuman atrocities 
committed upon I he women of a conquered town, but in no instance in 
modern times, at least without the brutal ravisliers suffering condign 
punishinent from 1 he hands of their own commanders. It was reserved 
for a Fedcual general to invite his soldiers to the perpetration of out¬ 
rages at the nunil.iou of wdiich the blood recoils in horror—to quicken 
the impulses of their sensual instincts by the suggestion of transparent 
excuses lor their gratification, and to add to an infamy already well 
merited these crowding titles of a panderer to lust and a desecrator of 
virtue. 

Maddened by the noble loyalty of our people to the Government of 
their affections, and at their disgust and execration of their invaders; 
stung into obliviousness of the w’orkVs censure by the grand offering 
made of our i)roperty upon the altar of our liberties; his passions in¬ 
flamed by the sight of burning cotton illuinining the river upon whose 
waters floats the j)owerfiil licet that effected the downfall of our chief 
city; disappointed, cliafed, and chagrined that our people, unlike his 
own, do liot measure liberty, truth, or honor by a ])ecuniary standard, 
he secs tlio fruits of a victory he did not help to wiu eluding his grasp, 
and nothing left upon which to gloat his vengeance but unarmed men 
and helpless women. 

Louisianians! will you suffer such foul conduct of your oppressors to 
pass unxiunisbed Will you permit such indignities to remain un- 
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avenged? A mind so debased as to be capable of conceiving tbe alter¬ 
native presented in this order must be fruitful of inventions wlierewitli 
to pollute humanity. Shameless enough to allow their publication in 
the city, by the countenance of such atrocities they will be multiplied 
in the country. Its inhabitants must arm and strike, or the insolent 
victors will offer this outrage to your wives, your sisters, and your 
daughters. Possessed of New Orleans by means of his superior naval 
force, he cannot penetrate the interior if you resolve to prevent it. It 
does not require a force of imposing magnitude to impede his progress. 
Companies of experienced woodsmen in every exposed locality, with 
their trusty rifles and shot-guns, will harass his invading columns, de¬ 
prive him of his* pilots, and assure him he is in the country of an enemy. 
At proper points larger forces will be collected, but every man can be 
a soldier to guard the approaches to his home. Organize, then, quickly 
and efiSciently. If your enemy attempt to i)roceed into the interior let 
his pathway be marked by his blood. It is your homes that you have 
to defend. It is the jewel of your hearths—the chastity of your women— 
you have to guard. Let that thought animate your breasts, nerve 
your arms, quicken your energies, and inspire your resolution. Strike 
home to the heart of your foe the blow that rids your country of his 
presence. If need be let his blood moisten your own grave. It will 
rise up before your children as a perpetual memento of a race whom it 
will teach to hate now and evermore. 

THOS. O. MOOEE. 


Heabquartbes Western Department, 

Corinth^ Miss,^ May 25,1862. 

Brig. Gen. C. G. DAiiLaREN, 

Commanding^ Fayette, Miss, : 

Sir : Your communications of the 17th and 20th-**' instant have been 
received, and I answer them at the earliest leisure moment. The ques¬ 
tions propounded are replied to as directly as possible: 

1st. In regard to the man who offered to bear a letter from the eneniy^s 
cutter, have him kept in jail for thirty days. 

2d. I must express my utter surprise and amazement at the reception 
of the enemy. To say the least it was very irregular and strange, 
ignoring the customs of civilized warfare and ill-becoming Southerners 
fighting for their homes and iudepcndenc(^ 

3d. Your course in leaving the city after what had happened and in 
burning all cotton liable to fall into tlie enemy’s hands is duly ap¬ 
proved. You could not be expected to liold and successfully defend a 
place without an adequate force of infantry and heavy guns. Should 
the enemy occupy the city liereafter it would be well to remove all 
transportatiou (except what is absolutely necessary for the wants of 
the citizens) into the country', and if it is not safe tlu^re have the wagous, 
drays, &c., permanently disabled or burned up. 

4th. You speak with regret and solicitud(‘of the condition of atlairs in 
Natchez and the surrouuding country, l)ot]i as to their military and 
political condition. The absence of a sullicient force to guard our im¬ 
portant cities from occupation by the enemy is to be (le])lorcd, but our 
only success lies iu throwing all our forces into large armies, with which 
to meet and successfully overthrow our adversary. Tlie result of one 

"" Of SOtli not founU. For that of 17th, see p. 736*. 
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such victory would be worth more to us than the occupation of all our 
important cities to our enemies. The political condition of your section 
of country is astonishing. In the very heart of the Confederacy, with 
an immense slave population, it illy behooves the citizens of Mississippi 
at this trying juncture to quail or waver before our insidious foe. I 
would point them to the condition of their sister States Missouri and 
Virginia as illustrating bright examples of patriotism and love of prin¬ 
ciple. The enemy have never entered an important city in either of 
the last-named States that they have not been received with scorn and 
abhorrence. 

5th. I duly approve and commend your course in arresting disloyal 
citizens. The three cases mentioned by yon must be kept confined at 
your discretion. 

6th. As to the minister of the Gospel, I would not interfere with him 
so long as he does not preach obedience to hTorthem rule and does 
nothing contrary to Confederate laws. You must arrest and confine 
the telegraph operator referred to by you whenever your suspicions shall 
be confirmed. 

7th. Your course, as reported'by you throughout the trying scenes 
through which you have lately passed, as well as the cool and soldier¬ 
like behavior of Adjt. W. J. Lyle, are highly approved. I am rejoiced 
to hear of the conduct of the latter with only a handful of men in pres¬ 
ence of an overpowering adversary. 


8th. The location of a camp at Fayette, suggested and recommended 
in your letter of the 20th, meets with my sanction, but I have no troops 
of any description to send there, for all you refer to are required here 
and at Vicksburg. 

9th. At present the wants and necessities of your post cannot be sup¬ 
plied, but I hope to be able to do so in case of a victory here. As re¬ 
spects the burning of cotton, the law is that all cotton in danger of fall¬ 
ing into the hands of the enemy shall be destroyed, without regard to 
whom it belongs. I repeat the order given in a former part of this let¬ 
ter, that all animals and means of transportation, such as wagons, drays, 
&c., must bo moved to a place of safety and not allowed to fall into the 
enemy’s hands. 

10th. In regard to persons guilty of treason and other crimes of a 
kindred nature, they should be turned over to the nearest civil magis¬ 
trates for trialaiid punished, if practicable; but in grave cases, when the 
civil power is inadequate to reach the evil and the public exigency should 
demand it, you might resort to amilitary commission to try the offend¬ 
ers. But tiiis is a ddicate power and should only be resorted to in ex¬ 
treme cases. All other offenses committed against the Articles of War 
should b(‘ tried by courts-martial, in conformity with the Army Eegula- 
tious. When you deem it necessary that a general court-martial should 
be coiivened you can ai)ply to these headquarters for authority to order it. 

11th. Your suggestions as to points where batteries might be advan¬ 
tageously ]>lace<i arc appreciated, but unfortunately wc have no guns 
and no artillerists for this purpose. 

Ill closing this letter 1 again commend your zeal and patriotism and 
the course pursued in all your late duties and actions, as reported m 
vour communications; but whilst strictly performing your duty I mus^t 
counsel you to endeavor to persuade and conciliate our people in pret- 
erence to adopting harsh measures, which at present we have not the 

means of carrying into effect. 

With high te»i,e<=t, SO..P obKhont servauh 3 j,^ueEGAED. 
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General Oedbes, ) Adjt. and Insp. GENEEAL’a Oppioe, 

No. 39. 3 Biclmond, May 26,1862. 

# # # * * # # 
n. The limits of Department No. 1, under command of Major-Gen¬ 
eral Lovell, will hereafter embrace that portion of the State of Missis¬ 
sippi south of the thirty-third parallel and west of Pascagoula and 
Ohickasawha Rivers, including also that part of the State of Louisiana 
east of the Mississippi River. 

III. Department No. 2, under command of General Beauregard, is 
extended south to the thirty-third parallel east of the Mississippi River, 
and extending on that parallel to the eastern boundary of Alabama. 

« ^ ^ ^ # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General 


HBADQTJARTERfcJ WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 

Corinthj May 28, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Mansfield Lovell, yicTcshiirg, Miss,: 

General : Yonr favors of 25th and 20th instant have just been re¬ 
ceived. I telegraphed jdu yesterday relative to General Euggles^ 
position, which I hope is settled for the present. The great point is to 
defend the river at Vicksburg. Tlio question of who does it must be 
of a secondary consideration. The troops of yoiir (ioinmand are there, 
and I think it but fair that you should din^et tlie operations at that 
point, and you have my warmest wishes for your success. By the copy 
of War Department order which I ordered to be iiudosed to you a few 
days ago you will perceive that Vicksburg is in iny dc])artinent and 
Jackson in yours; but I attach only little iinportaneo to this matter; 
all that I desire is success to our arms and to our cause. 

With regard to your appeal for small-arins, I should be most happy 
to send them to you if they could he spared ironi Iiere at this critical 
moment; but being on the eve of a battle, with a ])Owerrul enemy close 
in my front, it becomes impossible to grant your vecinest, for a defeat 
here would result in the loss of the whole JMississippi Vall(*y, iiichuUng 
your force and the points you are now holding. 

With regard to the -defense of the railroads you ref(‘r to, (he l)est way 
of accomplishing it is to remove the ears and (Migim^s and to destroy a 
few bridges; they could not then be used by tli(‘ eueuiy. As soon, how¬ 
ever, as 1 can return you some arms it sliall done. I ean only (ex¬ 
press again my regret at not having liere the available force at iiresent 
with you, for I care more about iny front at this inonHUit than 1 ilo for 
my rear. 

Respectfully, your oliedient s(‘rvanl, 

G. T. lilOAmtKJJAIM), 

(fcnvra(U>m mandiny. 


Greenwood, May 29, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. S. A., 

Commanding^ Grenada^ Miss, : 

Sir : I beg leave to state, for your information (and as.^ou requested), 
that I reached here to-day to find things much less advanced with the 
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Arkansas than I had hoped. Ten days is spoken of as the time within 
which it may be possible to raise steam. The armament is qnite out of 
the question, as to getting it ready within that time. Workmen are 
needed; 25 carpenters, 5 machinists immediately. Difficulty seems to 
exist as to men working or submitting to proper control. If you could 
send me 20 armed volunteers, with a lieutenant, to Yazoo City, to act 
under my orders, it might be well. I will move the vessel to Yazoo 
City to-morrow, where greater facilities exist for getting work done. 
The iron lost in the barge is being recovered by the help of the diving- 
bell. 

Captain Shirley told me that the machinery upon which he de¬ 
pended for fitting the iron at Memphis had been ordered away from 
there by the Government. Will it he well to take up the Arkansas to 
Memphis under the circumstances or to risk the vessel on the river 
without steam ? 

I am detaining the boat while writing these unsatisfactory details. 
I foresee that I too will come in in due time for blame when the Ar¬ 
kansas shall still remain unready. I will do all that 1 can in the mean 
time. 

I remain, very respectfully, 

ISAAC Y. BROWY, 
Lieutenant, G. 5'. Savy. 


ViCKSBtrEG, June 1,1862. (Received June 2.) 

General Ruggles: 

Can’t send troops away from here just now. Organize spies and keep 
me advised. 

Act for the best until I can come to you with aid. 

EARL VAY DORY, 

Major-General. 


Executive Office, 

Ojjelotisas, June 2,1862. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

Prenidenf of the Confederate States : 

Dear Wiu : Owing to the delaj', difficulty, and risk of communication 
be( wecii tlic War Dejiartment and those living on this side of the Mis¬ 
sissippi, 1 have authorized suitable persons to enroll companies of Par¬ 
tisan Kiuigcrs in accordance with tlie act of Congress, hoping thereby 
to get several eompanies promi»tly into service, and confidently believing 
tliat iiiv aelion will be ratified when the officers who form companies 
under lay order are reported to Your Excellency. I inclose herc'Witli 

copy of iliat order. . , „ , , . . 

The nryiMil need of a defensive force admitted of no (mlay. for an 
aiiplieanUo forward a request to the general commanding this depart- 
uiciit, to be hi'iit thmico to tbo Secretary of War and a permission to be 
rotunuMl. would consume more than a month. hen the head of the 
proposed d(‘partment west of the Mississippi shall enter upon his com¬ 
mand I shall only recommend applicants to him, to be reported to the 

^^Tliese parti^Iiii corps, although destined chiefly for State 
be subject to the control and entitled to the support of the Confederate 



748 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. HEX. [Chap. xxvn. 


States. I shall consider them as forming part of the Army of the Con¬ 
federacy, and direct their officers to look to the War Department for 
subsistence, pay, and quarters from the time of their entry upon ac¬ 
tive service. There will consequently be needed in this State an officer 
of the Quartermaster-GeneraPs Department, as well for the corps of 
Bangers as for the proposed camps of instruction for conscripts. 

I have neither the authority nor the means to organize, equip, and 
subsist an army in Louisiana. Our Legislature did not anticipate nor 
provide for the stupendous calamity that has deprived us of our metrop¬ 
olis, severed the State, and rendered all the banks of our navigable rivers 
for an aggregate extent of more than 2,000 miles vulnerable by the 
enemy^s armed vessels. With a voting population of about 50,000 in 
the State thirty regiments have been raised for Confederate service and 
are now employed outside of this State. We have no arms left us but 
shot-guns, and"no ammunition for them except small quantities in pri¬ 
vate hands. All means of subsistence excef)! such as are produced 
here are only obtained at an enormous cost by laud carriage or at great 
risk by water. The State penitentiary and the manufactories at l^ew 
Orleans have hitherto tarnished clothing for army and plantation use. 
These sources of supply are cut off. We have nothing to depend oil but 
hand-looms, and the cards for them cannot be sui)i)lied at any cost, the 
few that are to be had selling at thirty times their old price. Louisiana, 
that has contributed so generously in men and means to our great cause, 
is made to feel the burdens and calamities of war in the same large pro¬ 
portion. Cumulated to these is a disastrous inundation, that brings 
suffering to thousands who cannot be relieved. 

These distresses have disheartened some of our citizens and demoral¬ 
ized others. Our people, seeing no adequate provisions for defense, feel 
insecure in their persons and property wdierever a gunboat can bo 
brought to their vicinity. Dormant disloyalty has awakened with the 
disaster that brings our enemy so near, and the murmurs of the suffer¬ 
ing mingle with the complaints of the mercenary, the taunts of disor- 
ganizers, and the whispered tones of treason. To check these iminifes- 
tations, though not numerous, requires sleeph'ss vigilance and some 
severity. As they are probably made known to the enemy, they will 
induce the unscrupulous and despotic commanded- of the Federal troops 
inKew Orleans to send expeditions in all directions as soon as his re- 
enforcements arrive. 

Knowing the paramount necessity of massing the Confed(n‘ate troops 
at vital points, I do not ask or ox|)ect soldiers to 1)(‘ withdrawn from 
our great armies to defend the western part of Ijoiiisiana. A command¬ 
ing general for this department, a few experienced ()llic(*rs to aid him 
and assist in organizing and drilling (^onscri|)ts, rangers, ami militia; 
money to pay and subsist troops who may enter the (Jonlederate serv¬ 
ice; ammunition for small-arms and for fiolda-itillery ; aljinited siijqdy 
of tents and camp equipage, all of whn*li Your ]^A(*elI(‘ney niay be able 
to furnish without appreciable iiieoiivenien(*e to the army in T\mnessee 
or that in Virginia, Avould be of gn^at benetit to us. 

With no other assistance than what I have mentioned we may be 
able to organize such a force as to preserve our eattl(‘ and corn fiom the 
enemy; to resist any incursion in jdaces not within th(‘ reaeli of armed 
vessels; to put our bajmus and river banks under the jiroteetion of ])ar- 
tisan bands; to secure the growing crops lor the use of the ('onfeder- 
acy; to restore the confidence of the doubting; to crush the wicked 
hopes of secret enemies; to facilitate the transportation of provisions ; 
to prepare to aid in the expulsion of Curtis and his marauders from 
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Arkansas, and eventually to sustain and second our Western Armv 
when its conquering columns shall be pushed across the Ohio 

The officer whom General Beauregard was to designate as command¬ 
ant of conscripts at Opelousas has not arrived. If he does not brinff 
tents, camp equipments, &c., he will be greatly embarrassed, for noth¬ 
ing of the kind can be obtained in this isolated section. I shaU afford 
him all possible aid, and I expect much assistance from his professional 
skill aud experience. 

In relation to conscripts, I would respectfully suggest to Tour Excel¬ 
lency that in your instructions to the commandant of the Western De¬ 
partment you gi%’e him the authority to modify the operation of the 
conscription law t o the extent of retaining conscripts in hia department 
and forming them (temporarily) into new companies, instead of reserv¬ 
ing them as recruits to regiments east of the Mississippi. With such a 
modification I have some reason to hope that conscripts will repair to 
camp with alacrity; without it, I have some apprehension that the law 
cannot be enforced except with much difhculty. Moreover, the Louis¬ 
iana troops now in the field and far removed from their homes will 
certainly render more efScient, because more cheerful, service when they 
know that the defense of their families and property is provided for. 

The feeling prevails throughout the State that no more men or arms 
should be spared for distant service till the yet uninvaded part of the 
State is guarded against marauders. Many plantations have but a 
single white man to superintend them, while others have not even one. 
Had not oue-third part of our State gone into the hands of the enemy 
our quota would have been kept full without conscription. Our re¬ 
sources having been so much reduced by conquest, equity demands that 
the requirements of the Confederate Government should be reduced in 
the same proportion. Conscripts cannot be expected from "New Orleans 
nor from the neighboring parishes, which are virtually under the influ¬ 
ence of the enemy. 

VtTy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THO. O. MOOEE, 

Governor . 


Yazoo City, Miss., Jvne 4,1862. 

Geneinl Daniioo ExTOCiLES, C. S. A., 

Vommanding, Grenada, Miss.: 

Si I!; I liav(' to iicknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st 
ultimo. Till' A rka iisas gunboat has been removed to this place and the 
work of fitting tin' vessel for service is now actively begun. In begin¬ 
ning, however, ! have had to assume extraordinary powers, both with 
workmen and ollieers. The lukewarmness or inefficiency of the com¬ 
mander whom 1 relieved ninomited to practical treason, though he 
meant nothing of the kind. I have got rid of him, but in doing so have 
])laeed myself inside the mutiny act. I came near shooting him, and 
must have doni' so if he had not consented aud got out of my way. 
He has gone to Richmond to denounce me, no doubt, but I care not 
what thi'y say of me there so long as it is evident here that 1 am trying 
my Ix'st to g'l't r<*a<l\ to strike the enemies ot luy country and of man¬ 
kind. That I will hit them hard when ready, if possible, I promise you. 
It w ill b(' twenty days yet before we are ready. 

Great deot'iition has been jiractieed by some party or other regarding 
the forw'ardness of the Arkansas equipment, or else the Department ot 
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the Navy, as well as the public, have gratuitously concluded that the 
vessel was much more nearly ready than it is. I blame no one, but the 
thing is unaccountable in any honest or patriotic view. Thanks to the 
patriotism of the noble people of Yazoo City I shall not need the 
guard that I asked for. The citizens here, though but a handful are at 
home from the Army, will sustain me so long as I shall deserve tlieir 
support. 

There is araft across the Yazoo Eiver 22 miles below this ])oint. Tw o 
heavy and two light guns are there in position, I iindersliii\d, but no 
men to work them. I have sent the Mobile gunboat to the raft to make 
the best defense possible should the enemy there apj)ear. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 

ISAAC N. BROWN, 
Lieutenant^ C. 8. Navy. 


Oeders, ) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Abjt. Gen.’s Oefioe, 

No. 638. f Opelousas^ June 4-, 1862. 

I. It having come to the knowledge of the Governor, commander-in- 
chief, that the sum of six hundred and fifty thousand dollars in specie, 
said to belong to the Bank of America or other hanks of New Orleans, 
is now under the charge of A. Fortier, esq., cashier^ on its way from 
Alexandria or Marksville to New Orleans by steamboat, Lieut. Col. W. 
F. Cheney, of the parish of Avoyelles, will cause the seizure of said 
specie on board of any boat or in whatever idaee it may be found, and 
prohibit the vsame from being taken to New Orleans, lie will i)lace a 
guard over it and order it to be taken to the place from whence it came 
or to some safe place in the interior. 

II, Lieutenant-Colonel Cheney will not permit the shipment of any 
specie whatever from any point'iii the pansli of Avoyelles to New Or¬ 
leans, except by special i)ermitfroru the Governor, (joininaiuler-in-chief. 

By order of Thos. O. Moore, Governor and (*omitiander-in-chief: 

M. GRIVOT, 

Afljutaut and Jn.specioy (icneraJ. 

(Similar orders (No. 637) to Col. T. D. Martin and Lieut. (Jol. M K. 
Ariail, of the i)arish of Rapides.) 


IvlOllMONl), yA.. June 5, IS(>2. 
Major-Gciieral Lovell, dacUon^ Mlsa.: 

You will send a hag of truce* to GeneiMl Butler and inforni him that 
you have heard that he has put ]>romineut (*itizt*iis of New Oik^aiis to 
labor with ball and chain. Say to him that we shall retaliate if such 
be the fact, hut will wait for a contradiction if he thinks tit to inake it. 

G. W. RANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War. 


RicnMONB, Ya., June G, 1802. 
Major-General Lovell, Jackson^ Miss.: 

When you send the flag of truce to General Butler, for the purpose 
indicated in my telegram of yesterday, jmu will also inquire of him if 
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the statement purporting to come from citizens of iJ'ew Orleans that 
lie bad appropriated for the use of his army a portion of the provisions 
allowed to pass through our lines for the citizens of New Orleans he 
true. 

G. W. EANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War. 


Orders, > Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

No. 643. ) Opelousas, June 8,1862. 

The Governor and commander-in-chief is informed that specie is 
being taken from Alexandria or other points in the parish of Eapides 
to the city of New Orleans, and that said specie belongs to the Bank 
of America or other banks in the city of New Orleans, and being con¬ 
vinced of the bad policy of permitting this or other specie to be taken 
within the lines of the enemy, Ealph Smith, esq., chairman of the 
Committee of Public Safety, will, in the name and by virtue of the 
authority of the State of Louisiana, prohibit the transportation or con¬ 
veying of specie by steamboats or other vessels or by land route to the 
city of New Orleans from any point or points in the parish of Eapides, 
or the transportation of specie from any point in the parish of Eapides 
to any parish in the State, intended to be conveyed to the city of New 
Orleans or within the enemy’s lines. 

He is further authorized by the authority of the State to seize the 
specie now in transitu and iu or about Alexandria, and belonging to 
any of the banks of the city of New Orleans, and about to be conveyed 
to the city of New Orleans or within the enemy’s lines, to take charge of 
the same, and to order it to be taken at once into the interior to a place 
of safety and out of the reach of the enemy; and he is further authorized 
to seize any specie whatever intended to be conveyed to any parish 
from the parish of Eapides intended for New Orleans or the enemy’s 
lines and to place the same in safety out of the enemy’s reach; and he 
will make a report of his actions in virtue of this order. This order to 
be in force until countermanded. 

By order of Tliomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

M. GEiVOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Louisiana. 


Eichmond, Ya., June 9,1862. 
Maj. Gen. Mansfield Lovell, Jackson, Miss.; 

I am informed that General Smith has ordered Capt. W. H. Johnson, 
of Colonel Starke’s regiment, stationed on the Big Black Eiver, to burn 
all the cotton in his reach, whether liable to fall into the enemy’s hands 
or not. This order, if issued, is illegal, and must be countermanded. 

’ G. W. EANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War. 


Yazoo City, Miss., Jime 9,1862. 
General Daniel Etjgg-lbs, &c., Grenada, Miss. : 

General : I have received to-day your telegram from Hernando, 
and also Captain Whitfield’s note of j'esterday. It would have been 
impossible properly to have moved the Arkansas, as with all our eflorts 
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we cannot yet raise steam or use tlie engines. There is a raft across 
the Tazioo Eiver 25 miles below her§, but no force to prevent an enemy 
from opening it. Two 42s have been mounted on a hill overlooking the 
raft, but a few infantry could take this battery and turn it against the 
only gunboat that I have above to defend the raft. Two of the Con¬ 
federate States gunboats came to the raft day before yesterday, but it 
was not, under the possible condition of things, thought prudent to 
break the obstructions to let them through. They are now transferring 
their stores and armament to be used on this side and are then to be 
sent up the Sunflower Eiver. The commissary stores brought on the 
Paul Jones are also to be crossed over the raft and brought to Yazoo 
City. 

The ram Van Dorn had not made its appearance at the raft this 
morning. 

I have written to General Lovell at Jackson that a regiment of rifle¬ 
men would be necessary, with a company of heavj” artillery, to defend 
the raft. A battery of light guns would also be of use. 

I am trying all 1 can to get the Arkansas ready, and I will try to 
have three more guns mounted at the raft if I can in time. 

I am, respectfully, yours, 

ISAAC K. BEOWIST, 
Lieutenant^ 0. S, Navy. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Tupelo^ Miss., June 10,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Mansfield Lovell, 

Commanding Department No. 1, JacJcson, Miss.: 

General : Tour letter of the 6th instant has just been received and 
referred to Dr. A. J. Foard, chief surgeon of the Western Department, 
for his further guidance.* 

With regard to the complaint of Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith, in which 
you concur, relative to the intended evacuation of Fort Pillow not hav¬ 
ing been communicated to you both, I have to state that this movement 
was the natural consequence of the retreat from Corinth, as will be the 
loss of all the Mississipin Yalley; a fact long since communicated to you. 
That retreat was made when compelled to do so by the overi)ow(U’ing 
numbers of the enemy in our front, having but little time to comniiini- 
cate the information even to those around me. I might as well c*om])lain 
of your not having communicated to me your intention to evacuate New 
Orleans and surrender the forts guarding the river, by which we lost 
all the cattle in Texas and Western Louisiana intended for this army. 
Moreover, it was to be sui)posed thaf after the retreat from Corinth you 
would have ample time to make whatever arrangements you thought 
necessary to suit the new order of tliings.t 

With regard to Vicksburg, as already statt^l I regard its fate as 
sealed. You may defend it for a while to hold the enemy at bay, but 
it must follow ere long the fate of Fort Pillow. The ordnance and 
materials received from the latter idace, and not required at Vicksburg 
or Grenada, I desire should be sent to Meridian, or, if practicable at this 
moment, to Columbus, Miss. 

* Some matters of detail here omit tod. 

omitted refers to Beauregard^s own plane, and is printed in Series 
Ji.. P- 691, covering operations in Western Tennessee, Northern 

Mississippi, &o., June 10, 186‘2-January 20, 1863. 
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How is tlie steam-ram Arkansas progressing? Will it also be just 
one week too late, like the Mississippi ? I fear tlie Navy Department 
bas many sins of omission and commission to answer for in this war. 
Kespectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General^ Commanding. 


Orders, \ 
No. 651. } 


Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office. 

Opeloicsas^ June 10,1862. 


I. Capt. S. M. Todd will proceed with his detachment to Prescott’s 
Springs, near Bayou Ohicot, in the parish of Saint Landry, and will 
arrest a Mr. Harris, whose Christian name is unknown, but who is said 
to be a commission merchant from New Oileans, and will forward him 
forthwith, under a guard, to these headquarters, to answer the charge 
of giving aid and comfort to the enemy. 

II. Captain Todd will, after arresting Mr. Harris, proceed to Evei;- 
green town and there make diligent search and inquiry for a large 
amount of specie said to belong to the banks of New Orleans or to resi¬ 
dents of New Orleans, and secreted at the house of a Mr. Bassett, in 
Evergreen, or in some other place, or in the neighborhood, to be shipped 
to New Orleans, and when said specie is found Captain Todd will take 
charge of said specie and consult with Mr. Alanson Pearce, of Ever- 
greeuj as to the best place of security to put said specie, or wDl bring 
the same to Opelousas. 

III. Captain Todd will arrest Mr. Bassett if the specie is found on 

his place or under his charge and care, or he will arrest the person or 
iiersons on wdiose place or in whose custody and charge the said specie 
may be and bring them to these headquarters, to answer the charge of 
aiding and comforting the enemy. ^ 

IV. Captain Todd will consult with Mr. A. Pearce and obtain his aid 
and assistance to edect the search for this money, and he will report his 
action in executing these orders to these headquarters. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and comman^er^mchief: 

Adjutant and Insjpector General 


Executive Office, 
Opelousas^ La.^ June 12,1862. 

President Davis : 

Sir : The New Orl<‘ans Delta, now published under Federal auspices, 
of the TtU instant, announces that William B. Mumfoid has been con- 
dtunned to be hung for tearing down the United States flag trom the 
Mint on its first (lisi)hiy on tbnt building, ^d that tlie ^ 

bo oxoonled on that day, in the streets ot 

If I am oorrootly informed the act was coininitted on the tirst landin^ 
of the r'o(h‘i'iil Navy ollicers, who hoisted their flag, or had it hoisted 

by a doiaobnnmf of marines, a day or notSt the 

city, and boioro its occupation by General Butler. I do not doubt the 

in this town (two lieutenants and two pri¬ 
vates), captured by Captain Fuller, of the Militia, in his gallant expe- 

48 K K—VOL XV 



754 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Ciiap.xXVIL 


ditiou on the Opelousas Eailroatl, in which be succeeded in burning the 
bridges of that road and capturing three trains, with their locomotives, 
cars, &c. One of these lieutenants, [‘James W.] Connelly by name, has 
been conspicuous in burning the property of our citizens in Terre Bonne 
Parish, and has exhibited a fiendish alacrity in executing the atrocious 
orders of Butler and his subordinate officers. In retaliating for this 
brutal murder of Mumford, which I take for granted will bo done, it 
occurs to me that no more propitiatory sacrifice to his memory can be 
made than the condemnation of Connelly to the same death. Among the 
first orders to be executed by the new gent'ral whom you will send to 
us will, I hope, be this necessary severity. 

I am awaiting with some anxiety the arrival of General Magruder, 
whom I will welcome to his new sphere with cordiality. We need the 
presence of a Confederate officer here more than you can well appreciate. 
The shock experienced by the fall of New Orleans was deadening. Our 
people wer(‘. ap]>alled. As usual oii such occasions our ])eople demanded 
^ victim, and the industry and energy displayed by General Lovell pre¬ 
vious to the fatal day were forgotten in the i)anic and terror inspired 
by an event as unexpected to tbe community as it was unfortunately 
unprovided for by him. 

Louisiana west of the Mississippi River has resources and men, if 
they are not taken from us by a too literal enforcement of the conscript 
law. An organizatiou of our conscrii)ts, or a portion of them, into new 
regiments, with officers appointed by you and selected mainly from the 
officers lately returned from service who failed in their re election 
because of tbeir [uoii-]perlbrmance of duty, will furnish a (joips for onr 
protection, without interfering with the main features of thc^ campaign 
that tbe two grand armies in Virginia and at Corinth will soon trace in 
the battle-fields soon to be made meinorabk*. 

Tbe army of Butler is insignificant in numbers, and that fact makes 
our situation the more humiliating. He has i^ossession of New Orleans 
with tioops not equaling in number an ordinary city mob. lias 
Baton Rouge, and until Pnllei’s exploit ns<'d the Opelousas Ibiilroad 
to transport small i)<irties to \arioiKs places in the inteiior, who intimi¬ 
dated onr people and ])er|)etrat<‘d tlu^ most ajipalling ineondiarisms 
and brutality. Onr peojile were <lemoralized, and no wondio*, when 
our forts and strong places had been tli(‘ secmes ol 1Ii(‘ di.sgiMcelnl eon- 
duct of officers w ho had charge of th(M'r (h*fi‘ns(‘, of w hich I lia\e 
you some details in a i)r<*vioiis hotter, AH tli<‘.se calamitous n^suHs 
cannot now be avoided, but any further evil conse(iii(mc<‘ can b(‘ ])rc- 
vonted. I augur the most tavorable r(‘sults trom (leiKU'al Magrudefs 
presence. Let ns have it as soon as the ])ul)li(* interests will pcTiuit. 

Very truly, &c., 


[THO. (). MOOKR 

(t(>rn'no)\ dr. | 


RrcutMOND, Va., Jifur I I, LS(L*. 
Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith, Vicksbunj, J/m. : 

What progress is*being made tow^ard the comphdion of tiu' Aikan 
sas*? What is tbe condition of yoiir definnscs at Vicksburg ! Can v/(; 
do anything to aid you? Disasters above and below^ increase tlu^ valiu^ 
of your position. I hope and expect mucli from yon. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 



Chap. XXVII.] COERESPONDENCE, ETC.-CONFEDERATE. 


75e5 


Orders, ) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

No. 660. ) Opeloitsas, June 14, 1862. 

I. EalpL Smith, esq., chairman of the Committee of Public Safety, 
will, on the receipt of this order, seize and take in custody the steam¬ 
boat Moro, now at Alexandria, and detain her until further orders from 
this department. 

II. E. Smith, esq-, will arrest Captain Sweeny, of the Moro, and exam¬ 
ine him touching the transportation of specie from Alexandria to New 
Orleans said to belong to one or more of the banks of New Orleans, take 
down bis declarations and the declarations of any person or persons 
having knowlt dge of the facts and circumstances attendant upon the 
transportation and removal of the specie, and he will forward to this 
department a full and complete repoit of said examination. 

III. Captain Sweeny, of the Moro, will be detained in custody until 
released by orders from this department. 

By order of Thomas 0. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

M. GEIYOT, 

Adjutant and Inqyector General Louisiana, 


Orders, ) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

No. 663. ) Opelousas,, June 14,1862. 

I. Brig. Gen. E. C. Martin, commanding Fifth Brigade, Louisiana 
Militia, will proceed, on receipt of this order, to put into active service 
the militia of parishes within the limits of his command, and organize 
them into companies, battalions, and regiments, as the case may be or 
require, and will take every necessary measure for the protection and 
defense of that portion of the State and make every effort to drive the 
enemy from the soil. 

II. Brigadier-General Martin will cause the bridges on the Opelousas 
Railroad to be burned and destroyed. He will cause the rails to be torn 
up, so as to prevent the ingress of the enemy into the interior. He will 
place such force as he may deem necessary at La Fourcbe Crossing and 
at other ])oints, to defend the same from the approaches of the enemy. 

III. Brigadier-General Martin will cause the arrest of each and every 
individual wlio gives aid and assistance and comfort to the enemy or 
against, whom good grounds of suspicion exists. He will forbid travel 
to New Orleans by any route, except under s]jccial permits trom these 
headquarters. lie wall compel obedience fo bis ordei'S, and sUpulu an^ 
uersou refuse, drudine, or neglect to obey any orders he will cau^e their 
arrest and imiinsoninent. Should the offender be a commissioned ohi- 
4 *er, he will not onlv imi)ri''On him, but destitute him o£ his commis¬ 
sion, ap])()int another in his place, and report the same to these rtead- 

(piarters for a eommission. , ... 

IV. Martin, in tlie execution of Ln- ovdol^. niJ 

disres-urd nil p-isses or pnioles taken or given bp>ersoii. ulio n.ne 
iiono to the eit.> of New Orleans and have returned, and 
possession any pass], ort or parole pledged by them to the ^ ‘ 

authoritii's whioli foilnds them to give aid and eoiiitort 

tioii to the Oonfederate States, mid shonld any person 
possession such ])assport or parole reluse ‘1^"’..LTd- 

eause his arivst and forward him forthwith nuder JpV 

ipiarters, to be dealt with as a traitor to the ^ 

Btatc govonirnent. This is not to include paroles taken bj pi-aoi e 

of war. 
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Y. Brigadier-General Martin will not delay in making all the neces¬ 
sary arrangements and defenses, and report from time to time his ac¬ 
tion. 

YI. Maj. Gen. John L. Lewis, commanding State Militia, will attend 
to the strict execution of these orders. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and coramander-in-chief: 

M. GEIYOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Louisiana. 


Orders, ) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.^s Office, 

Ko. 665. ( Opelousas^ June 14,1862. 

I. The militia of the parishes of Terre Bonne, Saint Mary^s, and Saint 
Martin, of the Sixth Brigade, Louisiana Militia, are called into actual 
service.* 

II. JVIaj. Gen. John L. Lewis, commanding Louisiana Militia, will 
issue orders to the colonels of said regiments direct. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-cliief: 

M. GEIYOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Headquarters, 

Hear Richmond^ Fa., Jtine 16,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Mansfield Lovell, 

Commanding Department No. 1, JaeJeson^ Miss.: 

General : Your letter of June 7 has been received,! and in reply 
General Lee directs me to say that he regrets to learn the smallness of 
the means you have at your command to defend so ext<n)sive and im¬ 
portant a district of country. He deems your department of too much 
importance to be thought of being abandoned, and has every coiilidence 
in your ability to hold it, even with the small force you have at your 
Command. He expects great results from your small means. The gen¬ 
eral desires that you will make every exertion to raise all the forc(^, you 
can in the country about you, and he will endeavor to send you ull the 
arms that can be spared with as little delay as possible. He hopes to 
be able to have you furniwsli^^d with arms as fast as you can raise the 
men. One thousand stand of srnall-arrns have alrca<ly been oi diTcd to 
you, which you may possibly have received by this time. He n^grets 
his inability to send you re-enforcements. He knows of no trooi)s that 
can be spared at any point, unless General Beauregard (ian smul you 
some from his command. Of this he can give you no assurance. Al¬ 
though you are now surrounded by many <lilliculti(\s, tlie gtuieral hopes 
that with your known activity and energy you will soon 1)<‘ abh* to sur¬ 
mount them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. LONG, 

Colonel, and Military iSecretary. 


* By Orders, No. 666, of same date, those parishes wore temporarily transfern^d to 
the Ninth Brigade, the colonels being ordered to report to Brig. Gen. John G. Piatt. 
tNot found. 
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Oedees, ) Hdqes. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

’ Opehims, June 16,1862. 

I. The Governor and commander-in-chief being informed that the 
steamer Quarner, Oapt. Armand Brossat, has been announced in ISew 
Orleans to leave that port for the port of Alexandria, requiring all 
passengers to obtain their passports and all shippers of freight their 
permits from the military authorities of the United States, properlv 
authenticated; and being satisfied that this course is in violation of ail 
the rules of law relative to nations at war with each other, Ralph Smith 
esq., chairman of Committee of Public Safety, will, upoh receipt of this 
order, seize and take charge of the steamboat Quarrier and detain her 
in custody until further orders from this department. 

II. Ralph Smith, esq., chairman, will, upon receipt of this order, arrest 
Armand Brossat, captain of the steamboat Quarrier, and detain him 
in custody until a thorough examination has been made by him of the 
facts and circumstances attendant upon the course of conduct of said 
Brossat in publishing such an advertisement and in taking freight and 
passengers from the city of iN’ew Orleans for Alexandria or any other 
ports between ISTew Orleans and Alexandria 5 what and who were the 
passengers, the nature of their business, and whether they were loyal 
to the Ooniedeiate States or not; and, further, to ascertain under and 
by what authority the said captain runs the steamer Quai'rier—by what 
permits and i)a.pers and from whom obtained. 

III. To ascertain these facts Ralph Smith, esq., is authorized to com¬ 
pel the attendance of witnesses. After a full examination he will make 
a full report and forward tlie same to these headquarters. 

IV. Ralph Smith, esq., has full authority and power to examine all 
strangers arriving in the town of Alexandria, and to require fi*om them 
an account of their business, profession, or trade, from whence they 
come and wliere going, and to satisfy himself of their loyalty to the 
Confederate Covernmeut; to arrest all suspicious persons wlio should 
fail to give’s a good account of themselves. Ho is fully authorized noi} 
to permit strangers to pass through or to leave the town of Alexandria 
unless first obtaining a ])assport; but to give no passports to Xew 
Orleans excejit by special permission of the Governor. 

V. Pass[)()rts produced by passengers or others from Major-General 
Butler to be totally disregarded. 

By order of Tljoiiias O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

M. GRIVOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General Louisiana, 


Orukrs, \ IlDc^RS. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

070. j Oj^elousaSjJune 17. 18(52. 

1. Capt. K, W. Fuller will, with liis steamboat and command, remain 
on the Atcliafala>a, in the vicinity of the mouth of Red River, so as 
to keep the iusid'e of the river free from the enemy, and to aid. assist, 
and facilitate Majors McKee and Howard, C. IS. Army, in transporting 
across the river Mississippi (iattle for the use of the Confederate Army 
He will use every means to inevent the enemy, either by laud or water, 
to come ill or about the mouth of Red River. 

# * # * * * * 

By order of Thomas 0. Moore, Governor and eomuiander-in-chief. 

M. GRIVOT. 

Adjutant and Ins^ecior General Louisiauu, 
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Biohmonb, June 19, 1862. 

General M. L. Smith, VM-nburg, Miss. : 

Tour dispatch received.* A blunder frustrated uiy efforts to furnish 
jwi with long-range rifles. One thousand, intended for your opera¬ 
tions, were ordered to Governor Pettus, but were sent to Corinth. 
Since that became known 1,000 muskets have, been sent, and to-morrow 
1,S00 more will go, also about 100 long-range rifles, being all that re¬ 
mained. 

Complaint is made to me that your agents are ordered to burn cotton 
which is not likely, in their .Indgment, to fall into the hands of the 
enemy. It is not always possible to decide; but if the probability be 
in favor of safety, it is a public duty to ]>rotect, and clearly not for the 
public interest to destroy. A change of circumstances would require a 
change of action. For information I refer to Capt. W. H. Johnson. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Jackson, Miss., June 20,1862. 

General Geobge W. Randolph: 

Large mortar fleet and steamers bound up the river for Vicksburg. 
If it is intended to hold the river re-enforceraents should be sent 
there. 

M. LOVELL. 


Special Orders, \ Headquarters Western Department, 

No. 88. ) Tupelo, 31iss., June 20,1802. 

* * * * * * 

III. Major-General Van Dorn, coinuianding Department of Southern 
Mississippi and East Louisiana,is authorizediit his (liscretion to order 
for service within the limits of his department tlie tro(>i)s of this depart¬ 
ment on or near the line of the Mississippi Central Itailroad. 

IV. Brii^. (Ten. W. N. D. Beall is hereby relieved from duty in the 
Army of the West, and will r(‘port to Major-General Van Dorn, at Jack- 
son, Miss. 

* « * * 

By command of General Bragg: 

[GEOBGE AVM. BBENT,] 

Acting Chief of Staff. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the West, 

No. 47. f Fricevilley June 20, 18C2. 

Having been ordered by the President to assume command of tlie 
Depai'tment of Southern Mississippi and East Louisiana, the under 
signed relinquishes coininand teinimrarily of the Army of the West. 

EABL VAN DOBN, 

Major-General. 


Not found. 
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Okdebs, ) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.^s Ofeioe, 

JSTo. 681. ) OpehusaSj June 20,1862. 

I. Brig. Gen. 0. K. Epwley, commanding Sixth Brigade, Louisiana 
Militia, will proceed forthwith, on receipt of this order, to put into active 
service the militia of the parishes within the limits of his command (the 
])arishes of Terre Bonne, Saint Martin’s, and Saint Mary’s excepted, they 
being temporarily attached to the Mnth Brigade, Louisana Militia), and 
organize them into companies, battalions, or regiments, as the case may 
be or require, and will adopt every necessary measure for the defense of 
that portion of the State and make every effort to drive the enemy from 
the soil. 

II. Brig. Gen. Eowley will place such force as he may deem necessary 
at exposed points to defend them from the approach of the enemy and 
to harass them wherever they may be. 

III. Brigadier-General Eowley will cause the arrest of each and every 
individual who gives aid and assistance and comfort to the enemy or 
against whom good grounds of suspicion exist. He will forbid travel to 
New Orleans by any route, except under special permits from headquar¬ 
ters. Ho will compel obedience to his orders, and should any person re¬ 
fuse or neglect to obey any order, he will cause their arrest and imprison¬ 
ment. Should the offender be a commissioned officer, he will not only 
imprison him, but destitute him of his commission, appoint another in 
his place, and re])ort the same to these headquarters for a commission. 

IV. Brigadier-General Eowley, in the execution of bis orders, wil I disre¬ 
gard all passes or paroles taken or given by persons who have gone to 
the city of New Orleans and have returned, and have in their possession 
any passports or paroles pledged by them to the United States author¬ 
ities whicli forbids them to give aid and comfort or give information to 
the Confederate States, and should any person having in his possession 
such passport or parole refuse to obey his orders he will cause his arrest 
and forward him forthwith under guard to these headquarters, to be 
dealt with as a traitor to the Confederacy and to the State of Louisiana. 
This does not apply to paroles taken by prisoners of war. 

V. Brigadier-General Eowley will iiotdelay in making all the necessary 
arrangements and defenses, and report from time to time his action. 

VI. Maj. Gen. John L. Lewis, commanding Louisiana Militia, will 
at tend 1 o t he strict execution of these orders. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander.in-chief: 

M. GEIVOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General 


OUDERS, 1 llDQRS. LOUISIANA MiLITIA, GEN.’S OFFICE, 

No. 082. J Opelousas^ June 20,18()2. 

1. Wh(‘ii nations are at war with each other trading is prohibited. 
Guided by this iiiiivorsally admitted rule, tlw Governor and comiuander- 
iii-ehicl'lias determined to prevent any traffic or trade with 
or with any on(‘, for the enemy. Therefore no one wdl be permitted to 
convev to New Orieans, or to any towns or points in this Statt oi out 
of it o'ecuiiied by tlie enemy’s forces, any goods, wares, or the proauets 
of this State. Any and ail persons thus otfeuding. or aiding and abetnng, 
will lie considered enemies to the cause, and will be arrested and dealt 

"'ll. Travelllfg^to and from New Orleans or any towns or places oc- 
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cupied t)y the enemy is prohibited, and all persons who ^o to New Or¬ 
leans, or other places in the possession of the enemy and returning 
with the eneIny^s usual ])assport, will be arrested and held in custody. 

III. Conscripts and militia-men having in possession such passports, 
and seeking to shun duty under pretext of a parole, shall be treated as 
enemies to the Confederate States. No such passes will be held an 
excuse. 

IV. Military and civil officers and citizens will use the utmost dili¬ 
gence in the detection of spies and salaried officers, and effect rheir 
prompt apprehension. 

V. All persons opposed to the cause of the Confederate States must 
be arrested. 

VI. Confederate notes shall be received and used as the currency of 
the country. Any one refusing to receive the same will be considered an 
enemy to the cause and dealt with accordingly. 

Vli. River steamboats must in no case be ixu'initted to he captured. 
Burn ihem when the^’ cannot be saved. 

VIII. Provisions may be conveyed to Ncav Orleans in charge of offi¬ 
cers, and only under certain rules governing (communication between 
belligerents, by permission ot the Governor and cominander-in-cliief. 

IX. The military and civil authorities of tliis State will (‘xixMite this 
order strictly, and in accordaiu*e with the views laid down in the an¬ 
nexed proclamation of the (xovernor, dated Opelousas, June 18, 1802.* 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor ami (;oininand(U*-in-(*hief: 

M. GRIVOT, 

Adjutant and in'speefor General Louisiana. 


Rtciiuond, Va., fJune 21, 1802. 
General Mansfield Loyell, Jaclcson, J/m*. : 

The arms sent to Jackson were by direedion of the Pr(\si(lent i)la(*<Ml 
at the disposa] of Governor Pettus. It is Ii()i)e(I llnir tiunv will 1)(‘ no 
difference about tlio dispo.sition proper to be made of th(*m. 

(J. W. hA]SI)OLlMI, 

t^ecrefanj of War. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and iNsr. (Ikmujat/s Ofmc’k, 

No. 148. i I\iclnu(tud^ , Juiir 21, LS(>2. 

* # # * t JO JO 

lY. Brig. Gen, AUxu't (1. l>lan(*har<l is assigiuMl to fli(» (ommand of 
the cam]:)s of instruction III Louisiana west ol (In* Mi^>i*^sijj]n and 

will establish his headquarters ar Moiirix* indd oIIhu wim* <liro<*t(Ml. 

JO 10 

By command of the Sceretar\ of War: 

jxo. wrniKKs, 

Assistan t Adjata nt- GeucraL 


Orders, ) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt, (;r,N.'s OKiori', 

No. 083. ) Opelousas. June 21, 1802. 

The Governor and eoniinander-iu chief has information that t lie enemy 
is now organizing an expedition in New Orleans destined for some part 

luclosiire No. 1 to Jiuller to Staiitou, pp .">04-010. 
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of this State, and that it is in need of steamboats to cam- out its ob¬ 
ject, and that all steamboate going to New Orleans will be seized and 
taken possession of by the United States military authorities 
Ealph Smith, esq., will immediately, on receipt of this order, forbid 
and prevent the dej^rture ol any steamboat for any purpose whatever 
for the port of New Orleans or any point in the possession of the enemy, 
unless with special permit of the Governor and commander-iu-ehief. ‘ 
By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief* 

, M. GEIYOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General Louisiana, 


Orders, ) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, <4djt. Gen.’s Ofpice, 

No. 084, ) Opelousas^ June 21,1862. 

I. From information received by the Governor and commander-in¬ 
chief cotton has been shipped to the port of New Orleans, and an at¬ 
tempt has been made to ship more; also that attempts will be made to 
supply the enemy with cotton. 

He^is further informed that on the Bayou des Glaise, in the parish of 
Avoyelles, on the Black, Washita, Trinity, and Tensas Eivers, and other 
tributaries, large quantities of cotton are placed on the banks of said 
rivers and within the reach of the enemy, 

The several colonels of the parishes of Washita, Catahoula, Caldwell, 
Tensas, and Avoyelles will, on receipt of this order, set fire or cause the 
cotton now upon the banks of the said rivers and within the reach of 
the enemy to be burned. This must be done immediately, as the enemy 
is now prei)aring an expedition destined for some point within this 
State, and it is not known bow soon. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and conimander-iu-chief: 

M. GEIYOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General Louisiana. 

N. B.—Althougli this order is imperative to burn, a sound disci-etion 
will l)(‘ allowed, but the enemy must iu no instance be permitted to get 
the cotton. Owners can remove their cotton if done at once. 


Jackson, Miss., June 22, 1862. 

General IUtoCtLES; 

By autliorily Irom General Bragg I have ordered 6,000 men from 
your command and the corps of General Breckinridge to the deleiise 
of Viciksburg. Have them in readiness to take tbe cars with ten days’ 
latious. 

EAEL YAN DOKN, 

Major-General. 


Grenada, Miss., June 22, 18G2—9 p. in. 
General Bragg, Tupelo^ Miss.: 

General Van Dorii orders Breckinridge’s corps and 0,000 ineu from 
my command forward to Vicksburg. General Yille])igue telegraphs 
tb'at his coininand is independent. il<‘ has all my armed troops, ami 
calls on me to defend the Memphis and Tennessee Kaihoad route. De 
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says Holly Springs is reoccupied by the enemy and that General Sher¬ 
man has 25,000 men at Grand Junction. 

DAKIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General^ G. S, Army. 


Tupelo, Miss., June 22, 1862. 

General Euggles: 

General Van Dorn, who relieves General Lovell, is authorized to call 
for assistance from the force sent to Oxford to defend Vicksburg or 
Oanton. You will clear out the depots at Grenada as soon as possible. 

BEAXTOISr BEAGG. 


Grenada, Miss., June 22,1862*. 

Brigadier-General Van Dorn, 

Jackson^ Miss. : 

Dispatch received; General Breckinridge^s corps not heard from; 
cannot hear of it 5 transportation and rations ordered. My armed force, 
2,000 men, under General Villepigue, at Tallahatchie Bridge; one un¬ 
armed and one half-aimed regiments, by orders Irom General Bragg. 
The enemy advancing on Panola, and I am trying to send a force to 
meet and impede him. 

DANIEL PvIJGGLES, 

Brigad ior-General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of South. Miss, and East La., 

Jacksonj Miss., June 22, 1802, 

Senior Officer 

In Command of Troops in vicinity of Grenada, Miss. : 

Sir: Just befoie leaving Tupelo I was authorized b) order any por¬ 
tion of^our command, including the cori)s of (leiieral Breckinridge, to 
the department for temporary .sei\ice should cii(*uinstaii(*(‘s reiubu* it 
necessary. A powerful fleet with transports and about 10,0(10 imui are 
now under sail for Vicksburg. You will therelbn* please order down 
without delay 6,000 men, under a suitabhi otlieer, to repoit to me at 
Vicksburg. Send with tliem ten days’ rations. It is ])iesume(l that 
the enemy will reach Vicksburg on Tuesday next. You will thcn‘tbie 
take measures to have the cominaud you order iea(*h ni<‘ at Vicksbuig 
at the earliest possible moment. 

I have the honor to be, respectfull;>, yours, <S:c., 

EARL VAN DORN, 

Major-General. 


Y^azoo River, Yazoo CUtv, Miss., 

June 22, 1862—a. m. 

Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, C. S. A., 

Commanding Special Department, Grenada, Miss.: 

Sir: I received last night your letter of tlie 2 ()th, with copy of Gen¬ 
eral Thompson’s report. If the expedition of Gemu’al Wallace ascends 
the Yazoo within the next few days 1 fear that the Arkansas may not 
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be readj^ for a vigorous opposition to it. Our armament is not quite 
complete and we cannot get a crew. I sent to G-renada some da 3 "s ago 
to engage men from the Montgomery fleet, and from the answer given 
to the officer charged with the duty I was led* by Commodore Mont¬ 
gomery to believe that I could obtain men from his late command, and 
I further supposed that they came here from Grenada with the purpose 
of joining the Arkansas. These people were paid off and discharged 
yesterday by Montgomery, and I do not believe I will get one of them, 
though I have tried every way to induce them to join the Arkansas. 
They talk among themselves of going to New Orleans. Many will, I 
think, attempt to reach Memphis. I think that, with few exceptions, 
they intend to join the enemy. I hope that you will cause them to be 
cared for while making the attempt. I can obtain two-thirds of a crew 
from the Confederate States vessels now in the Yazoo, and having failed 
with Montgomery’s men, I will apply to General M. L. Smith, at Vicks¬ 
burg who can give me 40 or 50 more. Efforts to ship men at Mobile 
and Jackson failed. I can do nothing just now to aid in saving boats 
along the Mississippi Eiver, from which, by the Yazoo, I am 90 miles 
distant. My attention is entirely requiied in getting the Arkansas 
ready. Our defenses at the raft on Yazoo River will prove weak 
against a laud force—two 42s and a few militia. The gunboats below 
may serve as fire-ships. Three guns have been taken for the Arkansas. 
The ram Van Dorn has been ordered to the mouth of the Yazoo to re¬ 
port the enemy’s proceedings. No intelligence yet ot the enemy’s ap¬ 
proach from above. I congratulate you upon the prospect of a prompt 
campaign. I will do what I can to injure the enemy. 

I am, very reapeetfully, yoam. ^ 

Lieutenant^ G. 8, Navy. 


Grenada, Miss., June 23,1862. 
General Vjllepigue, Abbeville, Miss, ; 

Copy of telegram jnst received: 

VicKSBrBG, Miss., June 23,1362. 

imporfauoo those troops should get here without delay. Dis¬ 
patch Uu-nl 1-leot heio now-Uveuty-seveu heats. A™ 

Major-General, 

T nicli.r'? from General Bragg to send all troops called for t>y 

GciSv . i Leave Colonel Jackson’s cavalry. 

you have been instructed by higher authority to take it. Dis¬ 
patches sent by staff officer. Answer. EUGGLES, 

Ttu-ann H ) Pr- frP.V PTal. 


Grenada, Miss., June 23,1862—10 a. m. 

Major-General Van Dorn, Violcsburg, Miss.: to-nievht 

The troops will be forwarded as fast as BUGGLES,* 

Brigadier- GerieraL 
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Brookvillb, Miss., June 23,1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General C. 8. Army, Richmond, Va,: 

General: When I was relieved from the command of the Depart¬ 
ment of Alabama and West Florida and ordered by General Lee to 
report to General Beauregard at Corinth I supposed it was because 
General Beauregard had asked it, and that it was thought at the War 
Department that the services of an additional major-general were more 
needed at that time with the army at Corinth tlian to command the De- 
l)artmeut of Alabama and West Florida. It has occurred to me, how¬ 
ever, that in that supposition I may have been, and probably was, in 
error, and that I was relieved from the command of the department be¬ 
cause of some complaints made against me for the manner in which I 
had administered the department intrusted to my commaiul. 

I am induced to think that this may have been the case from the fact 
that on the 11th of April last Commander Farrand, ConfedcTato States 
Navy, reported to the Secretary of the Navy that I had ordered two un¬ 
finished gunboats to be burned in Pensacola Bay on the 11th March, 
and that he could not discover the necessity for their destruction, 
and on the 12th of April the Secretary of the Navy communicated this 
report to the President, with the remark that, so far as he was advised, 
the destruction of those vessels was uncalled-for, and asked that I be 
called on to report why it was done. 

My duties at the time were somewdiat delicate and responsible and the 
performance of them calculated to give otiense to many persons. Among 
other things I had to destroy much valuable private property near Pen¬ 
sacola. 

I have thought it not improbable that besides the complaint made by 
Commauder Farrand and the Secretary of the Navy otlnu* <jompIaints 
may have been made against me on account of the destruction of proj)- 
erty and other acts I found it necessary to do. 

However that may be, a few days after the date of tln^ l<‘tter irom the 
Secretary of the Navy to the President in regard to the burning of the 
unfinished gunboats General Lee reliev(‘d me from tlu^ eommand of 
the Department of Alabama and West Florida, ordered m(‘ to turn it 
over to my junior, and to report to General J>(‘auregar(l at ('(ninth, 
where I was assigned to the command of a division, smaller in the num¬ 
ber present for duty than the brigade 1 ha<l eoininaiided for several 
months in the Army of the Potomac, and by no means as well disci¬ 
plined and iiistrinded as that brigade. 

I Lave heretofore said notliing on the subject, because the eommand 
to which I was assigned was in front of the enemy at an important l)oint, 
where a general battle was daily expected. Now, liow(‘V(‘r, that there 
is no immediate pros])ect of a general engageimmt with this army, 1 
think it proper to bring the matter to the iiotie(‘ of the War l)(‘paitmeiit, 
andaskifmy removal from the eommand of the Ueparlment of Alabama 
and West Florida was in any degree caused h.v any reports or complaints 
made against me by any one, or if anysiujli eompraints or reports other 
than that made by Commander Farrand and Hie Secretary of the Navy 
have been made against me. 1 am con\inced that if any such reports 
or complaints have been made I can easily show that tlu\\ were without 
foundation, and I desire an opportunity to do so. 

May I ask that you will favor me with an answer as soon as you can 
conveniently do so ? 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAM. JONES, 

Major-GencraL 
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^ . July 3,1862. 

Eespectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

I am not aware that Maj. Gen. S. Jones was transferred to General 
Beauregard’s army on account of any complaints to his prejudice, but 
on the contrary IJiad suppo^d the assignment was made on the urgent 
application of both General Beauregard and General Bragg. ^ 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and, Inspector GeneraL 


Geenada, June 23, 1862, 

Gleneral Beagg, Tupelo, Mm.: 

I shall proceed in command of the troops to Vicksburg and report 
to Major-General Van Dorn. Col. B. Desha Harmon is assigned to the 
command of this post. 


D.^IEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


Geenada, June 24,1862. 
Major-General Van Jackson, Miss.; 

Hope to send General Thompson’s men to the ram Arkansas. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 

Brigadier- General. 


Geenada, June 24,1862, 

Major-General Van Douth, Jackson, Miss.; 

General Bragg orders me to report to vou. 

' DANIEL RUGGLES, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Special Bepartment. 


OONFEDKEATE STATES GtJNBOAT AEKANSAS, 

June 25,1862, 

Brig. Gen. Daniel Rtrigles, 

Commanding .V/wml Department, Grenada, Miss.; 

SiE: 1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of yesterday, 
with the copy of (ieneial Van Dorn’s dispatches.* I regret to find that 
by implication it is thought I would prefer burning the Aikansas in 
Yazoo River to hurling the vessel against the enemy, I have never 
required jiroiupting in any duties that I have been called on to iier- 
lorm, and tho.se who have been impatient spectators of my conduct here 
will not accu.se me of having been idle. That I am not yet ready is 
because 1 could not jierform impossibilities. The Montgomery fleet 
did not give mo one man. They went from here paid off and with 
honorable discharges, though three months of their enlisted time had 


Not found. 
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yet to run. This, too, when Montgomery knew the Arkansas, armed 
and with provisions and ammunition, was waiting for men. I hoi)e 
you will catch the fellows and apply the conscript law to them, oflQcers 
and all. Twenty-five men came to-day from Vicksburg, and 1 shall now 
soon have a crew. I trust we shall use our vessel creditably, and if 
the Army will attack against the same odds as tliat which awaits me 
the war will soon be over. I thank you for the kind assistance offered 
and rendered. The work I have had to do w'onld liave been left under 
ordinary circumstances. The difficulties are only known to those en¬ 
gaged in it. 

I remain, general, with respect, very truly, yours, 

ISAAC N. BEOWK, 
Lieutenant^ C. S. Navy, 


Grenada, June 25, [1862]. 

General ViLLEPiaxTE, AblevlUe^ Msa,: 

Ton will suspend the movement of troops from your brigade to Vicks¬ 
burg temporarily. Execute General Bragg’s orders. 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 

JL'iijad ier-General. 


Brookhaven, Miss., June 25, 1862. 

Hon. George W. Randolph, 

Hecrefary of Ifar ; 

My guns have been seized again by General Van Dorn. Am I never 
to get even my owui pro])crty ? I hope >ou will order .>otir officers to 
return at once the material of war they have taken that tins State has 
paid for for its own defense. The Confederaey lias m^ver sent me. a 
musket. Let it not take w'hat I have jiaid for. J have not one in this 
State. General Lovell abandoned Louisiana and took all I had. It is 
hard to bear invasion and tlic articles of Butler and at 11i<i saim^ lime 
receiving no aid, but to have taken fioiii me what 1 had provich^d wn’th- 
out help. I demand thc‘ return of 2,720 rifles and amnninition seiz(‘d 
by General Van Dorn. 

Answer care of Col. Thomas E. Adams, Brookliaven, IMiss. 

TIIO. O. MOORE, 
Governor of ijonisiana. 


Special Orders, > Adjt. and Insp. (iEniujai/s Ori<u(’io, 

No. 146. f Rivlmond^ 1 u., fhine 25, 1S(>2. 

* * # * * H- Jt- 

XVI. Paragraphs II and III, General Orders, No. 50, <*nri‘(‘ii1 s(‘ries,^ 
are so modified that Department No. 2 shall now enibia<*(‘ lliat poilion 
of its former limits which is east of the ]\Iississip])i Uiviu*, and in addition 
thereto shall comprise Department No. 1, and ha\e its <‘astern lionnd- 
ary extended to the line of railroad from Chattanooga via Atlanta to 
West Point, on the Cbattahoocliee Itiver, and tlnmce down the Cdiatta- 
hoochee and Apalachicola Rivers to the Gulf of Mexico. 

* ')f‘ * # * R 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JhTO. WITIIEBS, 

_ Assistant Adjutant-General. 

* Of May 26, see p. 746. 
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ron ’ [ Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

, « ri T.r . Opelousas, June 25, 1862. 

I. Grip:. Gen. K. G. Martin, commanding Fifth Brigade Lonisiana, 
Mihtia, will, on recmpt of this order, put into active service’the niilitia 

^ ****** 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and coinmander-in-chief • 

M. GEIYOT, 

AJjufa7if and Inspector General. 


Richmots^d, June 26,1862. 
General Earl Van Dorn, Viclcshttrp, Miss.: 

Your telegrams of 22d and 23d received. Had previously sent to 
your command the small-arms disposable here. The commander of the 
Arkansas has been ordered to report to you. Much will depend upon 
your artillery. The foundery can, I suppose, supply you with the im¬ 
proved form of shot and shell. I will endeavor to send some more long- 
range rifles for sharpshooters. The people will sustain you in your 
heroic determination, and may God bless us with success. 

JEFFERSO:s" DAVIS. 


RicmiOND, June 20, 1862. 
Gov. Thomas 0. Moore, Opelousas, La.: 

Dear Sir : Your letter of the 2d instant lias been received and the 
points presented lor my attention carefully considered. 

S()in(‘ diday lias uiiiwoidably occurred in the assignment of an officer 
to the eoniinaiid of the Trans-Mississippi Department, but the general 
who has bi‘(Mi lievetoibre named to you in tliis connection is soon to 
assume tlu^ eliargi^, and his presence will, I trust, fulfill the more impor¬ 
tant of llie i'(‘(iuir<*m(‘iits to which you allude. He will have authority 
to ii(‘t in aeconlaiice vith the provisions of the law in organizing bodies 
of Partisan Kaiigers. Tliose wiiieli have been already brought into serv¬ 
ice by yonrsidf in conseijuimee of the pressing emergency can be regu¬ 
larly einbodiiMl in the Confederate service. 

Ill all jiarts of tlu^ <iouiiti*y there is at present a scarcity of arms. A 
copy of .\our hdter lias, lio\v(*ver, ])eeu famished to the War Depart¬ 
ment, and sueli arms as can be sent will from time to time be furnished. 
Tli(‘ at tent ion of lli(‘ I)(‘partiiieiit will also be given to your request for 
ainnmiiit ion, tents, and <'ainp equiiiage. 

T1m‘ disatTe<ilion to which you allude will, I trust, prove to be very 
limited in extent. The (*ommaiiding general will be authorized to adopt 
aj)pn)|u*ial(‘ iiHsisiircs for its suiqacssiom 

With i'<‘sp(‘ct to coiiscniits, tlie law of Congress does not allow new 
regiments to foriiied from their number. Tlie\ vill, however, be 
ass(mihI(Ml in (‘ainjis of iiistriicfion, as heretofore agreed upon. They 
will la‘ disei|)liii(‘(i, dulled, and formed into a temporary organization, 
which may he available to some extent for purposes of defense. It is 
my intention, as soon as circumstances will permit, to send the now 
greatly reduced regiments of Louisiana to be filled up from these camps, 
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and thus furnish upon the spot completely organized corps ready for 
service. In the mean time I trust that the new commanding general, 
with your assistance and the co-operation of the patriotic citizens of 
Louisiana, will be able to keep the enemy in check and afford protection 
to the greater portion of the State until we shall be able to drive the 
invader altogether from the soil. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFFERSON DAVIS, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. Sottth. Miss, and East La., 

Ko. 2. ) Jackson^ J/m*., June 26, 1862. 

That part of Louisiana east of the Mississippi River and the counties 
of Mississippi lying on the Gulf will constitute the First District of tliis 
department, and will be commanded until further orders by General 
Kiiggles. 

All the counties of Mississippi below and touching the thirty-second 
parallel of latitude, except at the tliree Gulf counties, will constitute the 
Second District, and will bo under the command of Brig. Gen. William 
N. R. Beall. 

All the counties of Mississippi lying between the thirty-second and 
thirty-third parallels of latitude will constitute the Third District, and 
will be commanded by Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith. 

L The general officers assigned to the command of districts will pro¬ 
ceed to establish their headquarters witliin the limits of the respective 
commands, convenient to the Mississip])i River and to telegrajihic com¬ 
munication with Jackson, Miss. They will also, without delay, pro¬ 
ceed to organize, equip, and discipline troops which arc or may be 
raised within their respective districts. It is expected that tliey will 
defend to the utmost every foot of ground invaded by the enemy and 
to attack him whenever it is possible to do so. 

IL No organization less than a regiment, or at least a battalion of 
five companies, will be allowed in the Partisan Ranger scu vice in this 
department. Companies raised in lliis service will be organized into 
regiments or battalions, and the commanders thereof will b(‘ lield strictly 
accountable for the good order and jirojier disei])line of tlndr commands. 
An uudisci[)liTied rabble is not dangerous to the emmiy, is extnunely 
injurious to the neigiiborhood where it may be statioiUMl, and is a dis¬ 
grace to any country. The burning of fences, killing of stoeJe, or the 
destruction of property of any kind are forbidden by onhu’s as well as 
by common honesty. 

III. Headquarters department is temi)oraril^> removed to Vicksburg, 
Miss. 

By order of General Van Dorn: 

M. M. KIM MEL, 

Major and Assista nf ui djufan A- ( roicvcd. 


RrenMOND, Va., June 27, 1802. 

His Excellency Governor Moore, 

Gare GoL Thoma^s E. Adamfi^ Brookhaven^ Mias.: 

I telegraphed to General Van Dorn immediately on hearing of tlie 
seizure of the arms, directing them to be restored if not in actual use 
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a^inst the enemy, in which case yonr arais were to he replaced from 
those forwarded to him. I presume that you do not dLw 

this. The Confederate Government has £,d to pay the freS o?on 
fcate arms brouerht ovp.r h O.a VkO/l r*n _l-l 1 ^ ^ ^ _ 



,—^ - 7seizures Dy omcers 

who frequently did It in ig^rance of the State marks, leads to so mndl 
annoyance, that the Department has been compelled to exclude from 

‘>f tbe GovernS 

So soon as the battle now progressing shall release General Magruder 
be shall start for Louisiana with a military chest and arms. Tour arms 
will of course be returned or replaced. 

G. W. EAKDOLPH, 

Secretary of War. 


Orders, i Ddqrs. Louisiara Militia, Adjt. Gen.^s Oeeicb, 

Ko. 694. ) OyeloKsas, June 27,1862. 

I. Colonel Bisland, commanding Terre Bonne Regiment, will order 
out, on receipt of this order, the militia of Terre Bonne, and put it into 
active service. 

II. Should Colonel Bisland not obey these orders Lieut. Ool. William 
L. Shaffer will immediately comply with requisites of article Ho. 1 of 
these orders. 

# * ♦ ♦ * # # 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and eommaiider-iii-chief: 

M. GEIVOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Special OuDicns ,) Hdqrs. Dept. South. Miss, aih) East La., 

1 ^ 0 . 5 . ) Viclcshurgy Miss.^ June 28 , 1863 . 

General Van Dorn assumes command in person of the defense of 
Yicksbiiv” and surrounding country. General M.L. Smith vrill remain 
in iuiUK'diale cliarge of the defense of the city, and y^ill call upon the 
general coininanding ibr whatever force he may require from time to 
time. Jle will keej) him informed of his operations and of the move¬ 
ments of th(^ enemy on tlie river in his front. 

The general eoinmanding the troops in the field (Breckinridge^s corps) 
will inak(^ the disposition already indicated by written instructions to 
him, ami will be continually ready for active service. The greatest 
prom])tnoss is eswsential to success, and it is hoped that all will be actuated 
by the. same s])irit, to resist to the death, that the citizens of Vicksburg 
have mainfesled l)y the Nvilling sacrifice of their property. 

Lieut(iiiant-Coloiiel Ferguson is charged with observing the move- 
m(‘nts of t]u‘ enem,^ on both Hanks of our position. His cavalry should 
be vigilant, (Miei'gcdic, fearless, and untiring. Information must be 
conveyed ]>rom])tly to these headquarters. The outpost under com¬ 
mand of General Bowen is important, and it is expected that he will 
do all ill his ]>owor to guard it well, as well also the post of Colonel 
Miller. Couriers should be kept at all headquarters to convey infor¬ 
mation to general headquarters. Colonel Ferguson will detail them 
upon application. . , « 

Let it be borne in mind by all that the army here is defending the 

49 R R—^VOL XV 
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place against occupation. This will be done at all Lazards, even tliough 
this beautiful and devoted city should be laid in ruins and ashes. 

By order of Mai. Gen. Earl Van Dorn : 

M. M. KIMMEL, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Eiohmond, Va., June 29,18G2. 

General BitAaCr, Tupelo^ Miss.: 

Tour department is extended so as to embrace that ]>art of Louisiana 
east of the Mississippi, the entire States of Mississij>pi and Alabama, 
and the portion of Georgia and Florida west of the Chattahoochee and 
Apalachicola Eivers.**^ You can take charge of the Selma and Meri¬ 
dian connection, but the only funds appropriated to the work are the 
$400,000- authorized by Congress to be loaned to the Alabama and 
Mississippi Eailroad Company. They can disburse it under your di¬ 
rections. After two days’ fighting McClellan is in a critical position. 
Large re-enforcements are expected from the West. Strike the moment 
an opportunity offers. 

G. W. EANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War. 


Ahefractfrom Monthly Report of the Bietrict of the Gulf commanded hy Brig. Gen. John 3. 
Forneyy C. S, Arrnyy June 30, 18G2. 
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TANGiPAnoA, La., July 1,1802. 


Oapt. I. E. BROWTSf, 

C. 8. Gunboat ArlcansaSj Yazoo River: 


Sir; A detail of 12G men was made at Grenada from General Jeif. 
Thompson’s troops and ordered to rei^ort to you bei'ore I was r<^lic‘ved 
from command of the special department. Telegrai)h General Thomp¬ 
son near Panola. 

DANIEL EGGGLES, 
Brigadier-Genera I, Commanding. 


See Special Orders of May 26 aud June 20, yp. 746, 766. 
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General Oedees, ) 
No. 89. ( 


Headquaetees Depaetment No. 2 
^ -r T , Tupeh, Mm., July 2,1862. 

I. In compliance with orders from the War Denartmpnt /latn/? ti.., 
24th and 25th ultimo, the oomma,nder of the fo?ce? assumes c?mmS 

extended by the President, and embracing, in 
Edition to the limits already announced, all of Department 1, 
the entire State of Alabama, and eastward to the line of railroad from 
Chattanooga via Atlanta to West Point, Ga., on the Ohattahoodi^ 
Elver, and thence down that stream and the Apalachicola to the Gulf 
01 JjIgxico# 

II. The department is sub-divided as follows: 

1 st. District of the Mississippi,embracingallthe country west of Pearl 
Eiver from its mouth to Jackson, Miss., and the line of the Mississippi 
Central Eailroad to Grand Junction, Maj. Gen. Earl Yan Dorn com- 
manding. 

2d. District of the Gulf, which, will include all the country east of 
Pearl Diver to the Apalachicola and as far north as the thirty-second 
parallel of latitude. Brig. Gen. John H. Pomey commanding. 

# ’*' * # * # ^ 

By command of General Bragg; 

THOMAS JOED Alii, 

GMef of Staff. 


Tangipahoa, La., July 3,1862. 

General Bkagg, Tupelo^ Mm.: 

Copy of telegram received at Grenada: 

Jackson, Miss., June 22,1862. 

By authority from Gc'ncral Bragg I have ordered 6,000 men from your command and 
the cordis of Ot‘uoral Breckinridge to the defense of Vicksbnrg. Have them in readi¬ 
ness to take the cars with ton days^ rations. 

EARL VAN DORN, 

Major-General. 

The general says that he called for 6,000 troops only from General 
Breckinridge’s corps. This erroneous dispatch induced the belief that 
in accordance with previous orders I was to accompany my command. 

DANIEL EDGGLES, 

Brigadier- General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. South. Miss, and East La., 

No. 9. ) TicTcshurg^ July 4,1862. 

The goueriil cominauding having announced in General Orders, No. 
1, his inh^ntioii to defend the department to the last extremity, or in 
view of the exigencies of the country hereby declares martial law iu 
the following counties: Issaquena, Yazoo, Warren, Hinds, Holmes, 
Claiborne, lljin<*ock, Harrison, and Jackson, all in Mississippi; and 
Carroll and Sunllower, Miss., and all the counties in Louisiana east of 
the Mississippi Itiver. 

As there seems to be some misapprehension in regard to the mean¬ 
ing and effect of martial law, the general commanding deems it proper 
to state that it has been well defined to he “the will of the military 
commander;” but the extent of the action that may be under it cannot 
be definitely announced, depending as it does upon the emergency call- 
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ing for such action. It is not intended to interfere with courts, either 
civil or criminal, except so far as they may come in conflict with mili¬ 
tary orders. 

That ‘^private interests must be subservient to the public good” is 
an old and respected maxim, and the loyal and intelligent will yield a 
willing obedience to the military mandate based llua-eoii. Tlie general 
commanding confidently calls upon all oflieers, both civil and military, 
as also the citizens generally, to co-oi)erate with and sustain him in 
all things necessary for the defense of the country. 

Disloyalty must and will not he countenanced. The credit of the Oov- 
ernment must be sustained. The seeds of dissension and dissatisfaction 
shall not he sown among the troops. Speculation and extortion upon 
soldiers and citizens will not he tolerated^ and to these ends tlie general 
commanding orders: 

I. Any person who shall trade or attempt to trade with the enemy 
under any pretense whatsoever, or who shall give any signal to or in 
any manner hold communication with the enemy for the [uirposc of giv¬ 
ing information concerning the Confederate forces, or shall pass into 
his camp or through his lines without a passport from the proper 
authority, shall sufler death. 

II. Any person who shall refuse to receive Confederate money, or 
shall do or say or write anything calculated to dc^preciato the same, 
shall he subject to fine and im])risonment or confiscation of property, 
either or both, as the nature of the case may indi(*.ate. 

III. The publication of any article in the n<Hvsj>ai>ers in reference to 
the movements of the troops is proliibitcMl, and if tln^ editor or pro¬ 
prietor of any newspaper published in any ol'the count uss hereinbefore 
designated shall publish any editorial article or copy into his paper any 
article or paragraph calculated to impair conlhhMKM^, in any of tlic com¬ 
manding officers whom the Presidemt may se(‘ tit to ])lac(* over the 
troops, such editor or projutetor shall be subject to Hm' and imprison¬ 
ment, and the publication of the i)aper shall be thor<‘arter siis))ended. 

JV. The asking of exorbitant juices for goods or tli(% commodities of 
life, such as wouhl indicate a w’antof coiifKieiiee in (/onbMlei'ate money, 
or the bartering of or oilering to baj*t<*r goods at ‘"low |U‘i<*es” for the 
commodities of liie, is proliibiled, and an\ piu'son so othnHling shall bo 
subject to fine and imprisonment or eontiseation of ]>roper1y, (‘itliiu' or 
both, as the nature of the case ma> indieat(^ 

V. Provost-maj'shals will be apj)oint(Ml for (nicIi of tb(‘ (*oiinties in 
which none have been appointed. Tlie a])])ointm(Mits h<‘n‘tofore made 
are confirmed until further orders. 

YI. Ool. Fred. Tate, provost-marshal general of 11>e d(‘|>arlm<mt, 
is charged witli the ex(*cution of the above order, and the' hxial provost- 
marshals will report to him weekly all jn’oeoedings liad b(‘lor(‘ th(*m. 

By order of Maj. Gen, E. Van liorn: 

M. M. KIMMELL, 

Major and Assistant Adjntant-Uvncral. 


Orbees, ) ILdqes. Louisiana Militia, Ad.tt. Gion.’s Offkjb, 

No. Til. f Opelousas, July 7, 1802. 

The Governor and coimnander-iii-chief has been informi'd that parties 
in Calcasieu and Vermillion Parishes have refused and do refuse to re¬ 
ceive in payment the notes of this State and also of the Confi^derate 
States, and that one Bertrand, residing in Grand Chenier, and one 
Oorso, on Lake Charles, in the parish of Vermillion, liave positively re- 
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ftised tlie notes of tliis State and the OonfedeMtA <■<.<, on. ^ x.. 
parties and all others who thus refuse the afnrpan^^^Af ‘ 

W Md are enomta to toe SouS 

Should be dealt with accordingly. '^"“eaeracy and its cause, and 

of all oliiota in his parish who^a™ S 4?S?of“Sf.^^S 
of the Co^ederate States, and he will oa“ to L 4 SS 
amine facts, require of them to take the oath of aUegianc^nd S dl’ 

charging them ™ them not to commit the offense aSin ’iSLho^d 

the act be committed again by the parties thus arrested hfSm cSuse 
partanent.® ^earrested and held in jail until further orders froJ liiis de! 

By order of Thomas 0. Moore, Qoveraor and commander-in-chief- 

ii;i-X X 1,^ M. GEIVOT, " 
Awjutmt mi Inspector General Louisiana. 


Headquaetbes Louisiana Militia, 
Opelousas, July 8, 1862, (Received July 29.) 
Geoege W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War, Richmond: 

SiE; I sent you a, list of persons by letter of June 13 * to whom I had 
granted authorisations to raise companies of Partisan Rangers. Rone 
have succei'ded except the following, who have reported, viz: James 
A. Me Waters, company; S.D. Ashe, company; W. W. Breazeale, bat¬ 
talion ot three companies; W. H. Bayliss, two companies: L. M. iiutt 
company; James [M.] Thompson, company. The flrstnamed is alreadv 
in service. 

I have not recoiv(‘d one of my guns yet. I have agents over the 
Mississippi River charged with the transportation of mv State prop¬ 
erty, but they arc seized by General Forney, and when released by him 
then by Van Dorn, and afterward by every petty colonel or captain 
who under plea of excessive vigilance manages to abstract for himself 
and his connnand whatever they may need or their fancy may suggest 
afi af!fi'ot*ab](*. 

I do jioli wi.sh to complain unnecessarily, but it does appear to me 
thi\[ Ihc (/onfedorate Goverument have withdrawn every one of 
tlicir oOiciu’s uiid soldiers from this State, and have never yet sent a 
musket or ride to lus, it is the smallest justice they can do to permit me 
to use wlial my own kStiite money has bought and what the Confederate 
Goveriim(‘nt has not in any manner helped me to get. 

Tlow mucli loiigtu’ is Louisiana to be considered without the protec¬ 
tion or l)eiH‘ath liie consideration of the Confederate Government 1 
When am I to Iiave a general, as long ago promised? I forbear to 
expn^ss all that I feel on tliis matter, hut there are interests at stake 
in(l(*pend(ai{ of any considerations of State defense. The Army of the 
Mississi)>pi Valley is Avholly dependent for supplies on keeping open 
our c()mmnn}(*ation with T<‘xas. A few troops thrown out by Butler, 
by exhauUng from Ni^w Iberia to Alexandria, would completely block 
us off flora our supplies for that army. Yet, although such immense 
results hang on (lait eontingeney, nothing has been done to prevent it, 
and nothing has iirevented it but the daring act of a single company 


To appear in Series IV. 
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of my state Militia. The whole army of Beauregard dependent for 
their supplies of beef on the activity and vigilance of a company of 
ragged and half-armed militia! All Louisiana south of Eed River has 
been attached to Texas, and General Hubert placed in command. In 
what respect does that better our condition? I have begged for an 
oiheer, and the’Government answers me by attaching one part of my 
State to the command of a general whose headquartc^rs are in Texas, 
another part to another general whose headquarters are in Little Rock, 
and another to a general whose headquarters are in Jackson. This 
last, however, is right, because the Mississippi River completely severs 
the State, but as for the other two 1 have no more facility of commu¬ 
nication than I have with Richmond. I have not even been informed 
that General Hindman has any command over any portion of my State. 
The only notice I have had of his pretending to exercise any authority 
here is the visit of a Captain Taylor, with a party of armed men, aboiit 
the 24th of last mouth, who came to Alexandria, south of Red River, 
and seized private property, entered houses of jirivate citizens, brutally 
practiced extortion and outrage, and with bullying and threatening 
language and manner spread terror among the people and disgraced 
the service upon whose errand he came. Mark you, no public neces¬ 
sity justified this conduct. The pretense was to get provisions for 
Hindman’s army but if you will look at the map you will see the dis¬ 
tance puts that out of the question. Besides they came from Shreve¬ 
port, and both at that point and Marshall there are collected large 
stores for the Arkansas army. 

Nothing prevented our citizens from resisting this man but the desire 
of our people now and at all times to pay due respect to the authority 
of our Government, even though it should be represented by such a 
man as this Taylor. 

1 do not believe General Hindman knew anything of these outrages. 
Taylor was sent by one Colonel Wilkes, and 1 have asked of General 
Hindman, as I now ask of you, their dismissal from tln^ s(*rvice. 

While I ask this punishment of these officers F have takem nn^asnres 
to protect ray people from a repetition of such raids. Witli Buth'r be¬ 
low and Hindman above, each by Ids onbjtu's coimnitting the saim*, out¬ 
rages, I am forced to self'X)rotection. I liav(‘ onienMi a forct* of militia 
at Alexandria to x)revent any similar raid. 1 hav(i din^cted that any simi¬ 
lar expedition shall not only b<‘ sloiqied, but the wliole ])arty to lie ar¬ 
rested, and if their boat will not stop I have cannon jilanted to tire into 
her and sink her. I have seh^ded men to command this tbn'e who are 
fully imiiressed with the indignities we have snllen^d and who will 
carry out my orders. 

Large quantities of ConfodiTate jiroperty (•oIl(‘ct(‘<l at Al(‘\aiidria by 
the energy of Major McKee from Mexico wen* also talaui \\il> man 
and incalculable injury has been d()m^ You can nd’iise to dismiss tbeni 
(the captain and the colonel), but in;^ niaiksimui nia,\ save .\ou tlie 
trouble if they come again. There is a ])oint to whieb ])atient (Midur- 
ance can extend no further. 


I learn that General Price is coining h<ir(‘ instead of (Icnnual Magru- 
der. I care not who it is you send, so he be a gcunn-al to command in 
this State of Louisiana whoso headquarters will be a(‘(i(‘ssible to me. 
Very respectfully, 

THO. O. MOORE, 

Gor^ernor. 
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The <^veruor has been misinformed as to the action of the Govern¬ 
ment. The entire eo^^try west of the Mississippi has been formed Sto 
one department, and Maj. Gen. T. H. Holmes assigned to the command^ 
Gen Magrnder having been recalled. Mne thousand stand of arms and 
a considerable quantity of ammunition are on their way to the depart¬ 
ment, and the supply will probably be largely increase! 

General Holmes is by this time at Jackson’s Mill. 

A general order prohibiting seizure of State property has been issued 
from these headquarters. 


BiLYOTT Saea, La., July 9, 1862. 

(Yia Clinton, July 10.) 

General EuGraLES, Gamj^ Moore: 

"i^esterday afternoon the steamers Saint Maurice and Y^hiteman landed 
not exceeding 2,200 troops, including 100 cavalry, at Baton Eouge. 
This is reliable. 


J. 0. WHITEMAl^, 
Operator^ Bayou Sara. La. 
J. E. MOULKEE, 

Operator^ CUnion^ La. 


Tajstgipahoa, La., July 9,1862. 
Major-General Yan Doen, [Vicksiurgy Miss,]; 

Five thousand men and two batteries of guns will do it. The move¬ 
ment promptly made is important.* 

DANIEL EXJGGLES, 

Brigadier- General. 


Tangipahoa, La., July 10,1862. 
General Yan Doen, Viclcsburg, Miss.: 

I need 3,500 disciplined troops and one battery of six guns in addi¬ 
tion to what I have. Will you send them to me ? 

DANIEL EDGGLES, 

Brigad ier- General. 


General Kuggles: 


Yicksbueg, Miss., Jtdy 11,1S62. 


Did tlio troops come from New Orleans? Can j'ou not get wagons 
nearer you ? There are none that can be sent you in time. Answer 
this evening. 

EAEL YAN DOEN, 

Major-Ge7ieraL 


* Roforoiico floenis to have been to a projected movement against Baton. Rouge. 
Previous correspondence on the subject not found. 
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July 11,1862. 

[General Eabl Van Doen:] 

From Baton Eouge, Wednesday night, July 9. Forces: Twenty-first 
Indiana, Fourteenth Maine, Sixth Wisconsin, fragments of Michigan, 
Massachusetts, &c.; sick, &c., about 3,000 (about 2,000 fit for duty)j 
one field battery of six guns; not to exceed 100 cavalry, and gunboat 
Ifo. 3, [under command of] Colonel McMillan. 

[DANIEL EUGGLES.] 


New Orleans, July 11,1862. 

His Excellency Thomas O. Moore, 

Governor of Louisiana: 

Governor: I have been informed that in several quarters of Louisi¬ 
ana the authorities organized by the orders of Your Excellency wish to 
impose on French citizens not only active military service, but also to 
oblige them to enroll themselves in the corps wliich is organizing under 
the name of guerrillas,” or irregular corps. I cannot believe, Mr. Gov¬ 
ernor, that such acts can have your approbation, for I know that your 
Government is opposed to all imposition of obligatory active service 
upon foreign citizens. Neutrality in the midst oi* actual conflict iwS im¬ 
posed not only by the law of nations, but also by the express orders 
of the Government of the Emperor, whom £ have the honor to represent. 
As to service in irregular corps, it would be even more contrary to the 
duties which are imposed upon them and expose them to dangers, 
natural consequences of organizations, which all civilized nations equally 
disapprove. 

I believe, Mr. Governor, that your spirit of justice, of which 1 have 
had more than one proof, will cause you to receive these observations 
favorably, but in the contrary case 1 shall be foi’ced to i)rotest in the 
name of my Goveniment and of my compatriots against any violence 
to which they may be subjected in reserving their right to give sui)port 
to those who are responsible for the authorization of siicii acts. 

Accept, Mr. Governor, the assurance of niy respect and of my v<*ry 
high consideration. 

MEJAN, 

French ConsuL 


Brigadier-General Euggles: 


VlOKSniiUG, J/d// 12, 1S(>2. 


Find out how many troops at Baton Eouge <i(*rlain, an<l ltd in(‘ know 
as soon as possible. Are you sure the tro()|)s <*aim‘ <Io\\ n tli(‘ i i\ <‘r I 

eai:l van i)()i;n. 


Major-dent raL 


elULY 12, (18621. 

General Van Dorn, Vicksburg; 

There are about 3,500. Twelve to fifteen hundred arriv ed t lieri^ from 
New Orleans on Thursday, the 10th. One hundriMl eavaby arriv(*d. 
There were about 200 before. They have two field batteries and some 
heavy guns. 
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The troops wh ch arrived ou Tuesday or Wednesday are reported as 
arriving from both ways, probably from Orleans 
The enemy is evidently on the alert there. 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 

Brigadier- General, 


Tanoipahoa, La., July 13,1862. 
General Van Dobn, Vickslurg^ Miss,: 

Eecommeud movement against New Orleans by railroad when the 
other movement takes place. Major Eanney will repair bridges. The 
enemy lias 9,000 troops there; demoralized. Answer. 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 

Brigad ier- General, 


Jackson, La., July 13,1862. 

(Eeceived July 15.) 

Brig. Gen. Daniel Exjoglbs: 

The undersigned would respectfully represent that East Baton Eouge 
and East and West Feliciana Parishes (constituting the northwest por¬ 
tion of your district) are now seriously threatened by the enemy from 
the city of Baton Eouge. The Federal forces almost daily visit the 
surrounding country, arrest citizens, and compel them to take the oath 
of ullogiance, or carry them to prison, burn residences, quarters, and 
sugar-houses, i)lunder planters of all stock, provisions, cotton, corn, 
sugar, and some of their servants, and subject the citizens, male and 
female, to all iminiier of indignities. The sphere of these depredations 
is constantly enlarging in consequence of the presence of no adequate 
opposing forc(^s. Gllrese parishes are eminently loyal to the Confederate 
cause. For example, this parish, with a voting population of about 800, 
has sent about 000 volunteers to the Army, and the blood of her sons 
has stained nearly every battle-field. It has given by individual dona¬ 
tions and vote of the iiolice jury over $50,000 to our cause. Indeed, 
with few unimportant individual exceptions there has been manifested 
by our eilizens a willingness to sacrifice all, even life itself, to advance 
the <*ominon cause. These parishes are populous, wealthy, and pro- 
du(*tive. According to the census for 1850 they had a population of 
ll,SS0 whites and 25,341 slaves. They raised 979,316 bushels of corn, 
29,ti04 bales of cotton, and 12,946 hogsheads of sugar. This year there 
is ])lanted about t]ir(*c times the ordinary amount of corn. All is at the 
mercy of an (memy greedy for destruction, unless they are met by au 
ad(*(niate tbrc(‘ ami shut up to the city of Baton Eouge or confined to 
the river. Those remaining able to bear arms will readily co-operate 
willi troops sent for their relief, and our people will cheerfully subiiiit 
to 1 he sacrifices in(*ident to such a movement. This aid we think is due 
to so loyal a i>oi)uljition, if it can he afforded consistently with the gen¬ 
eral interests of Mic service. But, further than this, > ou will permit us 
to sugg(*sl, to yonr superior knowledge of what constitutes a favorable 
field for elfeittive military movements that we consider this portion of 
your district esjiecially so, not only for ai‘my movements, but for offen¬ 
sive operations against the enemy, to their serious discomfiture on the 
river, in Baton Eouge, and finally down the river, thus relieving its 
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rich coasts and threatening the city of Few Orleans. To this wo may 
add that between Baton Rouge and the mouth of Red River there are 
several high bluffs favorable for planting batteries and for the move¬ 
ments of artillery and infantry, and easily protected from any effort to 
flank them by the enemy. 

The country between this and Oamp Moore is variously intersected 
with good roads, affording facilities for easy land transportation. To 
save our property and to keep oiir people from total demoralization on 
account of the varied efforts by tyranny, forces, and trade on the part 
of the enemy to seduce them from their allegiance to the Ooiifederate 
cause, and finally and chiefly in view of the favorable offensive move¬ 
ments that may be made from this section against the cTiemy, the un¬ 
dersigned, believing that we express the seu.se of our fellow-citizens, 
would respectfully urge upon you, and through you upon General Van 
I)orn, the importance of sending troops to this i)ortion of your district 
and of planting one or more batteries upon the river. 

With assurances of distinguished regard, we remain, your obedient 
servants, 

A. G. GARTER, 

JOHN 0. MILLER, 
Deputy Provost-Marshals. 

F. B.—^The enemy, in passing down with their gunboats, took the 
ferry-boat from Bayou Sara. 


Richmond, Va., July 13,18C2. 
General Eael Van Dorn, Viclcsiurg, Miss.: 

Tour dispatch of yesterday leceivcd. Tour gallantry has fullillcd my 
expectations. Accept my thanks and rsongratulations Ibi’ what has been 
achieved. Have ordered more and heavier guns to lx* furnished to you. 
What of the gunboat Arkansas? The Junction of tlie (h'partments* 
arose from no want of confidence, but to I'ender th<> wjioh* loree most 
available to the paramount object—the defense of our eonntr\. 

JEh’EEltSOF DAVIS. 


JUL'V 1.1, [18()2J. 

General Van Dorn, Viclcshurg: 

The enemy commits depredations near Baton l{ona«‘, and tin* disaf¬ 
fection thence to Madisonville i.s so great that 1 alxsolutel.v need 2,000 
more disciplined troops. 

The enemy threaten landing at Madisonville. Answiu'. 

DAFIIOL RlKitiLES, 
JJngailiiir- General. 


Tangipahoa, La., July 15,1S(>2. 
General Van Dorn, Vicksburg, Miss.: 

The inroads of the enemy above Baton Rouge are lepiesentc'd as dis¬ 
use© 8i>ocial orders of May 26 and Juno 2.5, ji]). 740,766, and R^dolidi b) hi.iirg, 
June 29, p. 770. • i j . . i 
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J““ediate relief is invoked. Captain MnUett recommends 
that the 45-pounder be placed at Port Hudson. Let me hav?Mm Jnd 
the gun at that point. Answer. 


DAIJTIEL RUGGLES. 


General RuaaLEs; 


ViCESBUEa, Miss,, My 15,1862. 

(Received July 16.) 


Will send you men it possible. Will let you know in a day or two. 
Steamer Arkansas came out this morning; made two enemy^s boats 
strike (mlors; ran the gauntlet of the upper fleet of twelve vessels of 
war, and is novr safe under our guns. Will attack below as soon as some 
repairs are made. 


EARL VAN DORN. 


Hon. GEOEdE W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War, Eiohnond, Ya. 


Monroe, La., July 17, 1862. 


General : I arrived here on the 12th instant after much difficulty. 
The communication across the Mississippi River is almost entirely cut 
off. I crossed at midnight in a skiff. Of course we are without news 
from the east but at intervals. On my arrival I found General Roane 
in command here by order of General Hindman, and as General Roane 
is junior to me, it makes it embarrassing and inconvenient. Everything 
is in trouble here. The conscripts are not here. I have issued orders 
for them to come in, but it will be weeks before they will all be here. 
There are no more arms to be had. The country is exhausted of them. 
The seizure of those armed by the State of Louisiana by the Confed¬ 
erate officers in Mississippi is having a bad effect. The volunteer troops 
(two regiments and one battalion of six companies) are only partially 
provided with shot-guns. There is no cavalry. The Texan cavalry has 
been ordered to Arkansas. There is no preparations for defending the 
many navigable streams of Louisiana, and no artillery, either siege or 
field. The Yankees have the country where they wish, as the people 
do not r(‘sist tlieir marauding parties. I inclose herewith some orders 
of Gen(‘ral Uindman, which seem to me to be illegal, as I see no law for 
l)aragra|)hs VII, VJll, or X. Has General Hindman any control over 
me as isiij)erintendent oi* the conscrixits of Louisiana, and can he order 
them wheiv lie pleases'? 1 began answer to these questions. The State 
of l-ionisiaiia west ol’ tlio Mississippi River is divided into two military 
districts, ^fhat portion north of Red River is commanded by Brigadier- 
General Itoam^ That jiortion south of Red River is said to be under 
General I*. O. IJehert. You can see at once how unpleasantly I am sit¬ 
uated. I }iav(‘ no news of General Magruder’s arrival ou this side of 
the Mississi]!])! River. Our communication by mail is entirely stopped. 
We send lelters by such chances as offer. 1 hope that sufficient funds 
will b(‘sent to the s(‘veral departments here, as the ])eople are unwill¬ 
ing to sell wilhont (1h‘ eash, and imjiressineiit is to be avoided it possi- 
ble. Tliei(‘ ar<‘ salines about 40 miles fioni this place which are very 
rich. Th(‘ (5o\ (‘rninenl ought to work them. It is all-importaut to pre¬ 
vent th(^ sp<‘cnl<ilors bom skiniiiiig us too iiiucdi. 

R<‘si)c(*llullv, \our obedient seivant, 

A. G. liLANOHARD, 


Brigadier-General^ Brovisional Army (J* S. 
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General Orders, ) IIdqrs. TBANS^Mississipn District, 

2. ) Little Hock, A^'h, June 2, 18G2. 

I. Separate military organizations cannot exist in the same jurisdic¬ 
tion without causing confusion and provoking dissensions; therefore, 
the State authorities consenting, there will hereafter be no State forces 
within this districi. No additional force of mounted men will be re¬ 
ceived, unless raised under special authority from the major-gencTal 
commanding or organized with his ai)i>rovaL 

n. All white male persons between the ages of eighteen and thirty- 
five years who may reside or be at tliis date within the limits of the 
State of Arkansas'must enroll themselves as members of volunteer in¬ 
fantry companies for the Confederate service for the term of during the 
war on or before the 20th day of this month. 

III. Each infantry company must consist of not less than 100 nor 
more than 125 rank and file: Provided, that where tln^ company or 
companies in any county are full fractional iminbers of men tlierein 
embraced within this oixler must be attached for the lim(^ being to 
such company or companies. 

IV. Companies formed before the 20th day of this month may elect 
their own officers, but such election will be. annulled and officers ap¬ 
pointed unless the captain or one of the lieutenants shall report in 
person at these headquarters with a correct list of the names and resi¬ 
dences of the members of the comi)an> on or before the 20th day of 
this month. 

V. All persons embraced within this order who shall fail to (Uiroll 
themselves as members of an infantry company on or before the 20th 
daj^ of this mouth, or who shall at any time before that day manilest 
an intention to evade the re(.|uiremeiits of this order by concealing tliem- 
selves or departing or attempting to depart from the county in which 
they now are oi*from the Slate, must be enrolled as conscripts, and held 
as such by the captain or member of any sucli company or by any Con¬ 
federate or State officer. 

VI. Any member of an iiifantry coin]>any, wliether voluntarily en¬ 
rolled or taken as a conscript, who shall absent himself from th(‘ county 
in which he was enrolled without leave in writing from his eai)taiii 
shall be deemed a deserter and ])unished as such under tlu* Pules and 
Articles of War. Captains must not grant h‘aves fora longer jauiod 
than five days without special autliorily from these liead(iuart(‘rs. 

VII. lut'autry companies tornied nn<l(‘rthis oril(‘rwill b(‘ organized 
into regiments or battalions by persons h<*reaft(‘r to l»e d(‘sigiia(t‘<l for 
that ])ur[)ose. 

VIII. The field and staif oilieiu-s of all iiifaiitr;! regiments and bat¬ 
talions organized under this orden will be ui)])ointe(l; \.aeaneies in com¬ 
pany officers will be filled in IiL(‘ manmu-. Imffiieient olVu'cis of all 
grades, whether elected or ajqiointed, will be summaj*il,\ dismiss'd fiom 
the service or reduced to the ranks, at the ojition of (i'u‘ maJor-gi‘neral 
commanding, and meritoiious soldiers promot(*d in tiieii* s(< ad. 

IX. Persons not within the ages of coiibcription wno hau- hcn’elofore 
enrolled themselves under the late proclamation |l‘ollowing| ol (lov(*ni(>r 
Eector will be discharged upon ap])li(*ation forwarded by their eoin- 
mauding officers. 

X. Substitutes will not in any case be aece])t<*d. 

XI. Enrolling officers heretofore appointed will continue to (‘xercise 
their functions as such and are charged with the duty of aiiling in the 
due execution of this order. 
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fot’Sir“““«oSor 
^2d.Jamc(aland „x<,catlv»offlcers of theStat. or Confederate Goretn. 

tn?;i 

4tli. Clerks of Coufederate or State officers allowed bj law 
5th. 1 ersous actually engaged in carrying the mails.^ 
hth. One ferryman at each ferry on every post-route. 

Till. Pihtts and persons in the marine service of the Confederate States 
and those m actual service on river and railroad routes of tonsporS 

foSerfer*'^® in working iron mines, fuinaces, and 

inei printers actually engaged in printing newspapers, 

10th. 1 residents of colleges and academies and teachers ha^ng as 
many as twenty pupils. <ijs 

11 th. Ministers of religion in the regular discharge of their ministerial 

Cl u tics* 


12th. Telegraph operators actually employed as such. 

13th. Suporinteiidouts of public hospitals and lunatic asvlums and the 
regular uuiscs and attendants therein^ and the teachers emploved in 
institutions for the deaf and dumb and the blind. 

Uth. In each apothecary store one apothecary in good standing who 
is a i)ractical druggist. 

15th. Whore a] )pli cation is made, accompanied by reliable testimony as 
to tlie facts, tlio major-general commanding will exempt persons actuallv 
engaged in the manufacturcof wool,cotton, ai^ms, powder, salt,leather, 
l)r(*julst uHs, and army clothing or equipments, and overseers upon, 
plantations owned by widows or minors or by officers or soldiers in 
the C aifederate service, wlicn there is no other white male person on 
su(*Ii ])lantati<)ii capable of managing the same; Provided, [that] such 
])lant at ions liave been planted in grain and not more cotton than the 
la^^ allows, an<l not less than ten negro men on the place. 

Kitli. !\‘rsons ])liysically disabled for service according to the Army 
Itegulalions: Provul(‘d, that when any person shall claim exemption 
on that ground a practicing physician in good standing, whose char¬ 
acter as such shall b(‘ certitied to by the clerk of the proper county. 
und(‘r liis seal of ofUc'c, shall certify to the fact of such disability, and 
such (‘(‘rtificate shall be verified by the oath of the \'. v^‘r‘.. ' giving it. 
Persons claiming (exemption because of physical disability shall be ex- 
aniin(‘(l by t Ih‘ ])hyAsician in the presence of the proper enrolling officer, 
to whom the cei’tificatc of disability shall be delivered. The proper 
enrolling oiiicci* will, when satisfied that any person is exempt from con- 
scri])tion as above, give him a certificate of the fact, setting forth the 
grounds of exemption, &c. 

By ord<‘.r of Major-General Hindman: 

E. 0. NEWTON, 

Assist ail f Adjutant-General, 


Executive Opfice, 

Little Rock, Ark,, June 2, 1862. 

It being essential that but one military organization shall exist with¬ 
in the Trans-Mississippi District, all Arkansas State troops are hereby 
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transferred to the Confederate service, and will report for duty to Major- 
General Hin dman. Men not within the ages of conscription will be 
discharged upon application. 

H. M. EEGTOE, 

Governor and President of Military Board. 


[Incloanre No. 2.] 


General Obdees, ) Hdqrs. Trans-Mississippi District, 

’Eo. 4. / Little Eoclc^ Arlc.j June 2, 1862. 

I. All persons within this district are hereby required to take Con¬ 
federate notes as currency at par in all business transactions. 

II. The following tariff of iirices is hereby established throughout 
this district for the articles specified: 


Plour. 

Bacon. 

Beef.. 

Com. 

Com meal. 

Chickens.. 

Butter. 

Eggs. 

Potatoes.. 

Hay and fodder. 

Lard. 

Pork. 

Turkeys. 

Salt. 

Sole leather. 

Upper leather. 

Harness leather- 

Molasses. 

Sugar. 

Quinine. 

Calomel. 

Morphine.. 

CoiStor oil. 

Ipecac . 

Opium. 

Tartar emetic. 

Blistering ointment 

Epsom salts. 

Soda. 

Rhubarb. 

Cream of tartar_ 

Tni'pentine. 

Dover^s powders... 


per hundred.. 00 

per pound.. 25 

-..do. 10 

perbnshel.. 75 

--.do. 1 00 

per dozen.. 2 40 
mr pound.. 20 

per dozen.. 15 

per bushel,. 1 00 
r hundred.. 1 50 
per pound.. 20 

...do. 15 

.each.. 1 00 

.per sack.. 15 00 
per pound.. 50 

... do. 80 

...do. 75 

:)er gallon.. 40 

:)or poiiiKl.. 10 

per ()un(‘(‘.. 10 00 

- -. flo. 50 

...do. 15 00 

)cr gallon. 5 00 
)or pound . h 00 
l)er ounce.. 2 00 

...do. 25 

per pound.. H 00 

...do. 00 

...do. 50 

per ounce.. 50 

per 2 00 

>er gallon.. 2 50 
pei*onnc«i.. 75 


III. Every person violating paragraph I of this order, and (‘\'ery 
person having for sale any article specified in paragi a])h 11, and de¬ 
manding or receiving for the same any higher price tlian that estab¬ 
lished therefor, or refusing to sell the same for such ])ric(% must be 
arrested and sent to these headquarters, to be d(*alt with as sueli in¬ 
human and disloyal conduct may deserve. Proof of the fact, in the 
form of affidavits, before any State olUeer auth()riz(‘d l);v law to admin¬ 
ister an oath, must be sent with the })risomT. 

IV. All Confederate officers and soldiers are her(d)y iiislrii(*t<‘d, and 
State officers and loyal citizens are authorized and requ(*sted, to ex<‘('ute 
this order promptly and without respect to persons in ev(‘r;» case ol' its 
violation. 

By order of Major-General Hindman: 

E. 0. NEWTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[InolosTire No. 3-] 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Trans-Mississippi District, 

^o. 5. ) Little Bodkj Ark.^ June 2,1862. 

I. Private property within this district must not in any case what¬ 
ever be taken or impressed by any person, whether officer, soldier, 
or citizen, without special authority in writing from these headquarters, 
and such authority must in every instance be exhibited and read to the 
owner or his agent before the property is taken, unless he shall pur¬ 
posely absent himself to avoid the same. 

II. All Confederate officers and soldiers are hereby instructed, and 

all State officers and loyal citizens are hereby authorized and requested, 
to resist and prevent the taking or impressment of private property, 
except in strict accordance with paragraph I of this order. If the per¬ 
sons attempting to prevent such outrages are overpowered they must 
report the facts at once to these headquarters, where the proper steps H 
will be taken to punish the wrong-doer. The men who take or ira- ^ 
press private property without authority are robbers and marauders, 
and will be put to death without hesitation. t 

By order of Major-General Hindman: ''j 

E. 0. MEWTOK, 

ABsistant Adjutant- General. 


Bladen Springs, Ala., July 18,1862. 

Brig. Gen. John H. Forney, 

Commanding €• 8. Forces^ Mobile^ Ala,: 

Dear General : I hope you will excuse the following suggestions, 
in view of my anxiety for the success of our arms everywhere, especially 
of those under your command. Should the enemy give up further 
attempts against Vicksburg they may make a demonstration against 
Mobile; hence the necessity of being prepared for them: 

1st. I would order a map of Mobile and its vicinity prepared, with a 
reconnaissance of all the roads made for at least 10 miles outside of the 
city, said K^ionnaissance to extend to the Gulf shore on the principal 

roads in that dir(*ction. . 

2d. 1 would make the two or three officers next to you in command 
become well acquainted with that map, copies of which would be lur- 
nished them, and make them reconnoiter well all the roads to a distance 

of about 5 miles outside of the lines. . , ^ i ^ 

3d. 1 would sec that each regiment is furnished with at least twelve 
or fourtoeu wagons and four or five ambulances. ^ 

4th 1 would throw them out on outpost duty m succession for three 
days at a tim(‘, to teach them the bivouac life and how to march; also 

that the ordnance stores are in a proper 

distribution at a moment’s notice, i. e,, 40 ^^j 3 Qan in 

sack and 60 in regimental ordnance wagons, 100 moie per ^^n n 
reserve with <ihief of ordnance wagons, 100 rounds per piece ot field 
artillerv uiid 100 in reserve, about 100 rounds per piece in magazines 
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Mobile, and I would see that the bridges, &c., on said road are always 
in good condition. 

7th. I would leave nothing to be done at the last hour and during the 
hurry of a retrograde movement. 

Hoping that the above suggestions may be of service to you, I re¬ 
main, dear general, yours, very truly, 

G. T. BEAXJEEGAED. 


P. S.—Should the enemy come to Mobile while I am here, and you 
have need of my assistance, I would gladly servo on your staff as a 
volunteer aide. 


G-bneeal Oedees, ) Wae Dept., Adjt. & Insp. Gen.’s Office, 

IsTo. 50. j Bichmond, Va., July 18, 1862. 

II. AliUtary Department ISTo. 2 will embrace the States of Mississippi, 
Alabama, East Louisiana, and i)art of Florida which is west of the 
Chattahoochee and Apalachicola Eivers. 

* « « • * » « 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Insjpeetor General, 


Oedeus, > Hdqes. Louisiana. Militia, Abjt. Gen.’s Office, 

2^0.765. j Opelousas^ July 20, 1862. 

I. Brig. Gen. John B. Smith, commanding Teiilli Brigades Louisiana 
Militia, will, on reception of this order and without delay, order into 
active service the militia of the parishes of Rajiides and Natchitoches, 
to rendezvous at some point below Alexandria, to be selected by him. 

* * # # # # 
lY. Brig. Gen. John B. Smith will take the command of the forces 
and of the defenses of that portion of the State at OhI, l>Ia<‘k, Red, 
and Atchafalaya Rivers, and along Red River, and on the Ateliafalaya 
and Black Rivers. lie will at once i)rocecd (o make s(‘](‘cfj()]is of 
proper points for the erection of batteries, <&c., to pn^veiit th<* iii;>ress 
of the enemy into the interior or to harass him. 

* Xi # * « « 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and coinmander-m-ebief: 

M. GlUVOT, 

Adjutant and Impevtor General, 


Richmond, Ya., July 21 , 1862 . 

Gov. Thomas O. Mooee, 

Opelousas j La, {via Wood mile ^ Miss,): 

Dispatches sent to you via Camp Moore and more recently via Jack- 
son. General Holmes is en route as commander of Trans-Mississippi 
Department. General Bragg cannot now spare General Price’s troops. 

JEFFERSON DAYIS. 
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Tangipahoa, La., July 22 ,1862. 
General Van Dorn, Vicksburg, Miss.: 

The enemy has three regiments of effective men at Baton Eonge, two 
batteries of six guns each, and about 100 cavalry. The enemv is in 
trenching there. It is supposed that they are arming negroes Gen 
eral Phelps is arming negroes near Ifew Orleans. 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Distriot of tttb! Mississippi, 

Vieksbwg, Miss., July 22,1862. 

General Daniel Edggles, 

Commanding District No. 1 ; 

Gbner^ : Keep the gun, but 1 would not put it up until I had men 
to^ gua^rd it. I cannot possibly send men to you now. I should expose 
Vicksburg to assault by overwhelming numbers from Memphis. If 
Bragg moves I can then send you a force to take Baton Eouge. I have 
ordered transportation to you; keep it always ready. Eaise men in 
mean time. I will have some arms for them. 

Tours, &c., 

BAEL VAN DOEN, 

Mayor-General. 


Tangipahoa, La., July 26,1862. 
General Van Dorn, Vicksburg, Miss. : 

Enemy reported at Denham Springs, on Amite, 600 to 1,500 strong; 
shall soon know. Cutting timber and intrenching with negroes at 
Baton Eouge. Some 2,000 disciplined troops and one light battery 
necessary here; can you send them ? Number of Partisan Eangers 
overstated and without discipline. Cannonading on the 23d near Bayou 
Sara. Phelps has armed 4,000 negroes near New Orleans. 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 

Brigadier-General. 


Vicksburg, Miss., July 25,1862. 

General Euggles : 

Will start as soon as can get here, say to-morrow by 12 o’clock; 4,000 
men and battery of artillery. Be ready with wagons to move as soon 
as they arrive. I send ten days’ rations with them. 

EAEL VAN DOEN, 

Mayor-General. 


Tangipahoa, La., July 25,1862. 

General Van Dorn, Vicksburg: 

It is reported that the enemy has been re-enforced at Baton Eouge, 
and numbers from 7,000 to 8,000. 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 

Brigadier-General, 


50 R R—VOL XV 
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General Price, [Tupelo, Miss. ] ; 

Geicbbal : The enemy at Baton Rouge are threatening Oamp Moore. 
J have ordered 4,000 men there. If you will send me one of your bri¬ 
gades I will break up their nest there and return to you in twelve days. 
Will you do it? Please answer. I cannot venture more than 4,000 
from this point just now, and the enemy are 6,000 or 6,000 strong in 
position. 

EARL VAN DORN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters District of the Mississippi, 

Vicksburg, Miss., July 26,1862. 

Maj. Gen. J. 0. Breckinridgb, 

Commanding Division: 

General: The object of the expedition under your command to 
Oamp Moore is to re-enforce the troops at that point for the purpose of 
holding the enemy in check, and, if you find after joining forces with 
General Ruggles and informing yourself of the strength of the enemy 
(now supposed to be about 5,000 men) that j'ou are strong enough, to 
dislodge him from Baton Rouge and that vicinity. I have asked for a 
brigade of troops from the Army of the West to join you. If it is sent 
you will certainly be able to drive the enemy from Baton Rouge. Should 
you succeed, you will be governed by circumstances and your own good 
judgment whether to hold the place with your forces or destroy public 
property and retire to some point near and report for orders. You will 
take with you ten days’ rations from Jackson, Miss., which have been 
ordered to be in readiness for you. Transportation has been ordered 
for you. The general commanding does not deem it necessary to give 
General Breckinridge any further instructions. He will of course, as 
major-general, assume command of all the troops of this expedition, in¬ 
cluding the troops of Camp Moore under Brig. Gen. D. Ruggles. 

EARL VAN DORN, 

Major-Ge^ieral. 


Richmond, Va., July 26, 1862. 
Gov. Thomas O. Moore, Opelousas, La.; 

I have sent you several telegrams. One informed you of others sent 
before. General Holmes has gone to Trans-Mississippi Dei>artmont. 
General Blanchard left some time since ior Monroe. Due efiorts have 
been made to secure the delivery of arms. General Taylor will go to 
Opelousas. Refer you to him for full information. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


General Ruggles: 


* 

PONOHATOULA, La., July 27, 1862. 


I arrived here this evening at 8 o’clock. The Yankees have landed 
about 3 miles up the Tchefuncta River; 500 strong on this side of the 
river; also 150 strong on the other side. This is only about 15 miles 
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flx)m this pomt. Our men are scattered so much on picket duty 1 can¬ 
not rally much for<^ before the enemy may be on me. I shall do all I 
can and keep you informed of their movements. Please answer. 

J. DB 

Major, 


General EuGaLES: 


PONOHATOULA, La., July 27, 1862. 


The following dispatch just received from Captain Slocum: 

Federal 200 or m strong on rteamer Grey Cloud, IJ mdes below Covington. The 
New London is lying out below Mandeville. ® 


I have only 25 effective men. 


W. D. L. MoEAB. 


PONOHATOXTLA, La., July 27,1862. 

General Eugglbs: 

Have received another dispatch from Captain Slocum. Pour hundred 
Yankees landed in Covington; put out pickets. New London and Grey 
Cloud lying off miles. Captain Bredow was here from Van Buren j 
says the detachment ordered there has no corn or provisions: will leave 
there to-morrow. 

W. D. L. MoEAB. 


Tangipahoa, July 27, [1862]. 
Capt. [W. D. L.j MoEae, Pomhatoula: 

Will give orders soon about forces to meet Federals at Covington. 
General Breckinridge will soon be here and I await his arrival to make 
further moves. Keep me advised of the movements of the enemy. Keep 
a strong picket of Eangers at Van Buren and on railroad below. Con¬ 
centrate rest toward Covington to watch enemy. 

DANIEL EXJGGLES, 

Brigadier- Gemral. 


Clinton, La., July 27,1862. (Eeceived July 28.) 
Capt. James O. Fuqua, Camp Moore^ La,: 

Sir : I looked for you over last night, as I was informed by one of 
your cousins that it was your intention to come home. Our commu¬ 
nity has been under some excitement for two or three days in reference 
to a skirmish between a scouting party of the enemy from Baton Eouge 
and our Eangers on the Amite Eiver at or near Henry Warnach’s. I 
saw a gentleman from within a short distance of Baton Eouge yester¬ 
day, from whom I learn some of the particulars. The Federals, as this 
gentleman (A. M. Stewart, an uncle of Duncan Stewart) informs me, 
were 50 strong—cavalry of course. Our forces were much larger, but 
in what numbers the enemy were [we were] not able to tell, nor have 
we yet leariuid. l^hc enemy report a loss of 2 men killed and some 
others wounded. They also captured 12 or 15 horses, with saddles, 
bridles, &c.; besides, they brought in 4 prisoners, Henry Warnach be 
ing one of the number. 
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It does seem to me that these raids of 40 or 50 men ought to be more 
successfully met. From the best information I can obtain the enemy 
are about 2,600 or 3,000 strong in Baton Eouge, and are intrenching 
themselves to defend the city against an army which they expect us 
to have soon. As to our Partisan Bangers, they express the most su¬ 
preme contempt; and having been advised that our army has not yet 
arrived, they prowl about perfectly indifferent to the presence of our 
Bangers. 1 also learn that the enemy are out of money, having expended 
all they had for cotton, &c. This scouting party of 50 men were com¬ 
manded by Colonel Keith. Keith is drunk nearly all the time. The 
enemy were offering to sell the horses which they captured for almost 
any price they could get. „ 

I place much reliance upon the information which I obtained from 
Stewart, as his means of obtaining information were as good as they 
could be. If I felt authorized I would send “ our man” within the en¬ 
emy’s lines for full particulars. How shall I support the militia if called 
out under the order just received f 
Tours, truly, 

D. O. HAEDBE. 


p, s._Pond has ordered Jones’ cavalry from Jackson to Ohnton. 

This change is attended with some expense, without much profit. This 
cavalry might be profitably employed capturing negroes on the lower 
Baton Eouge road and in preventing intercourse between our people 
and the enemy. 


Orpees, ) Hpqes. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

No. 789. f Opelousas, July 27, 18C2. 

I. Brig. Gen. John Blair Smith, commanding Tenth Brigade, Louis¬ 
iana Militia, will revoke his orders to the militia of th(* parishes of 
Natchitoches and Eapides so far as it orders them to proceed to Gro¬ 
ton’s Landing, but he will order the militia of said parishes to organ¬ 
ize and remain within the limits of their ])arishes and bo prei)iir(!d 1o 
obey further orders. 

II. Brigadier-General Smith will inspect the shores of the Red River 
to the mouth, and report to these headciuarters the proper i)oints at 
which to erect batteries for its defeusc.s. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

JOHN H. BEENOS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General La. 


PONCUA'J'OULA, La., July 28, 1862. 

General Eug-g-lbs : 

I started for Camp Slocum, and got near there when I met a courier 
with the news that the enemy had shelled Madisonville last night, kill¬ 
ing one woman and child. They returned this morning with large 
force—some say 4,000, as they had four large transports full of trooi»s. 
They have a cavalry force hunting the Rangers. 1 have ordered the 
pickets to watch their movements. 

J. DE BAUN, 

, Major. 
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PONCHATOEi,^ 2 jA Julv 28 18fi9 
General Ettgg-les : ’’ 

The enemy have all left Madisonville; not a ao-i • 
leave for Camp Slocum early in the mominff. Wiii ®ight. Will 
as ordered. concentrate troops 

DE BADlir, 


PONOHATOXJiiA. T tk TaiIai oft laao 

General Btogles : ^ 

Ko farther news. I have no idea they will matA j ^ 
from Covington. My impression is it is a feint. demonstration 

_ D. L. McBAE. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. Genetjatjc 

HO. 17A i 

for tie pnrpose otcMrpig out the titoUlu/uct ta 
in hastening forward recruits to fill the regiments Af tnl t 
Brigade serliug iu Hortiem Virginia, and ASbilL^nacSS 
farther assignment or for the future organization of the r^erv”^™™^ 


By command of the Secretary of War: 


.tWO. WITHEES, 
assistant Adjutant’General, 


Cakp Moore, July 28 , 1862 . 
Brig. Gen. Daniel EuoaLES, Commanding: 

General: In obedience to Special Orders, No. is i proceeded to 
Ponchatoula, and found Lieutenant Bradley, Tvitli whom I advised 
The guns left by onr forces at ManchacPass, on this side of the bridge* 
are worthless, the trunnions being broken. The two 32*pounders on 
the other side of the bridge are in the water filled with shot, and it 
would require the use of a good schooner to raise them. This I deem 
at the present impracticable, as the enemy are at that point. Lieu¬ 
tenant Simmons, of Captain Slocum s company, Oit Covington informed 
me that there was but one smooth-bore 24-pounder in PeWl Eiver 
lying in 12 feet of water, and that to get it will require the taking a 
schooner there and sufiS-Cient force to repel the enemy, who are there 
with launches mounting Dahlgren howitzers. The guns which were 
upon the gunboats were taken up to Jackson and are now in use. The 
recent movement of the enemy and the concentration of the troops 
under your command at this point leaving me no means of securing 
the guns remaining at the points above mentioned lead me to make 
this report and ask for further instructions. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Your obedient servant, 

A X,- 7a7 ™0S. mtjllett. 

First Lieutenant mgiitli Battalion Seavy Artillery. 
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Headquaetees Disteiot op Westeen Louisiana, 

Monroe, ha., July 28,1862. 

Hon. Gboege W. Eaneolph, 

Bewetmry of War, Richmond, Ya.: 

Geneeal: I report to yon the arrival of Colonel Gray’s Thirtieth 
[Twenty-eighth] Louisiana Eegiment, without a single gun. Yon will 
oblige me very much by sending an order to forward here the arms 
they are retaining at Vicksburg by order of General Van Dora, and 
also to hasten the invoice of the guns which were to be sent by the 
Ordnance Department at Eichmond. 

Very respectfblly, your obedient servant, 

A. G. BLAJjlOHAED, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Inform him that 10,000 stand of arms have been sent to the Trans- 
Mississippi Department via Jackson. Many have probably crossed the 
river by this time. 

G. W. EANDOLPH. 


TANaiPAHOA, July 29, [1862]. 

Major De Bato, 

Commanding Partisan Bangers^ Poneliatoula: 

Move with all your available force of Rangers to Williams^ Bridge, on 
the Amite, with the least possible-delay. Take all of the three com¬ 
panies of Capts. [J. J.] Slocum, [Richard] Bredow, and [A. 0.] Bick- 
ham with you, leaving only a detachment of 25 or 80 mounted men 
with Oapt. [W. D. L.] McRae and his company, for s(*onting service 
and local defense. Leave your sick and unserviceable iu(‘n with him at 
Ponchatoula. Take the best route to Davidson’s i)lantation. Report 
to me when you start and how many men you take. Answer imme¬ 
diately. 

Captain McRae will forward this dispatch. 

DAMEL RUGGLES, 

Brigadier-General. 


General Orders, ) IIeadquarters in the Field, 

Ko. 4. ) Gamp near Tangipahoa.^ July 29, 18()2. 

Brigadier-General Clark will move with his division as early to-mor¬ 
row as possible via Greenville to or near Williams’ Bridge, on tlic 
Amite River, guarding any fords near by abov(^ or below that ])<)int, 
moving out scouting parties to right and left, and obtaining all inrorina- 
tion possible from his front. If his information justi lies il he will move on 
toward Baton Rouge, informing these lieadquartors fr(‘(iuently <>f his 
position, and he will be followed by the rest of th(‘ Ibrees as soon as 
subsistence and transportation can be obtained. IIo will have liis troops 
take two days’ cooked rations in haversacks, and as much in wagons 
as his transportation will allow, after reserving enough for ammunition 
and such hospital tents as he can procure. lie will collect as much 
subsistence and transportation as possible on his march. 

It is not deemed necessary to give more detailed instructions, since 
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the movement has been the subject of full verbal consultation and 
decision. 

Bv order of Major-General Breckinridge: 

JOHN A. BUOKNEE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADJtTTANT AND INSPEOTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., July 30,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Eiohard Taylor, Ei<j7tmowd, Ya.: 

General : Ton ■will proceed to Opelousas, La., and thence report by 
letter to Major-General Holmes, at Little Eoek, Ark., commanding the 
Trans-Mississippi Department, sending him at the same time a copy of 
these instructions. You are assigned to duty in the District of West¬ 
ern Louisiana, in the Trans-Mississippi Department, and yon are spe¬ 
cially charged with the command of the troops serving in the southern 
part of the district confided to you. Yon will prevent the use of the 
nvers and bayous in that region of country by the enemy and -will 
generally prevent him from getting supplies from or holding communi¬ 
cation with the interior. From the men enrolled yon will select those 
who can be most advantageously sent to the Louisiana regiments serv¬ 
ing in Virginia, and from time to time fill up the ranks of the regiments 
of the First Brigade and subsequently those of the Second Brigade, 
retaining for service in Louisiana those of the recruits that can be more 
advantageously employed there. Such organization of the reserves as 
mav be found advisable will be made after the Louisiana regiments in 
the field shall have been filled up. Yon will establish such lines of com¬ 
munication as the state of the country may require for the regular re¬ 
ceipt and transmission of intelligence in Western Louisipa; and to 
embarrass the enemy in the navigation of the Mississippi Eiver you will 
organize and equip light batteries in such numbers as circumstances 
will permit, with directions to approach the river at points ^ 

the attack on passing vessels of the enemy, with instructions to chan„ 
their nositions (the light batteries) so frequently as to prevent any ex- 
SdTtirfor their capture. You will also cause to be destroyed all wood 
collected on the river banks for the supply of steamboats, 
in Sure the cording of wood in the proximity of the river. You will 
require partisan battalions organized within your giS 

■fnilv iii^nected and will disband or discharge any that may not give 
Sise of useftd ser^ce. All others you will so direct control as 
to make them contribute in the greatest degree P^J^^eefemy 

bv the fortune of war have fallen into nis nan . 

yours is divided by the Mississipi ^ , Holmes you will commuiii- 

lud returns to be made by Sorta/t events, and send 

£ rf tC“.SSy »»soliaaM return, of lit. toroe. umler 

your your obedient servant, ^ ooOPBE, 

Adjutant and inspector General. 
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On THE March, July 31, 1862. 

L. D. Sandidhe, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Sib: Tort commiinication just at hand, and have communicated with 
General Clark fully. The movement is this: I have a strong picket at 
the following places: Benton’s Ferry, Curtis’ Ford, Dunn’s Ford, Bur¬ 
lington Ferry, Courtney’s Ferry, and Williams’ Bridge, and also a 
picket on the swamp road, or what is known as the Springfield road. 
This picket has been on duty all this week, and will not be relieved 
until our advance goes down. I have sent Captain Morgan’s company, 
by order of General Clark, to act as his advance. Captain Tate, with 
one squadron, will be in your advance, provided you go down on this 
side of the Amite and cross at Benton’s or Davidson’s; otherwise our 
pickets will answer the purpose. I shall go now and receive further 
instructions from General Clark. Up to this hour no Yankees, except 
the 2,000 reported by courier at Caldwell’s, have left town; they are 
fortifying. I shall send advices to you promptly from both sides the 
river. Capt. E. A. Scott will join me at the intersection of the plank 
road turning down to Greenwell Springs. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. WINGFIELD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding. 

P. S.—Capt. 0. P. Amacker will be in command of two companies of 
infantry as skirmishers in advance of your column. 


Abstract from, Metm'n of the District of the Mmissijjpij i)laj, Gen. Earl I'an Dom, (J. S. 
Army, commanding, for July, 18()2 {licadquarters Vicksburg). 
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MomLVi, August 

General Beauregard, 0. S. A., Bladen., Ala.: 

General: Present appearances indicate that Government pnr])OH(‘s 
leaving New Orleans in the undisturbed possession of tlie enemy. It* 
it remain in their hands until the lall th(\y will surround it with Ibrlili- 
cations and hold it at their pleasure. 

Twenty-five hundred men can retake it now, and, with hall’ the can¬ 
non at present unused in this department 5,000 men can hold it till we 
could fortify it. Outside of the city your name would bring to the ranks 
a legion of volunteers and inside the people would rally in mass to your 
appeal. The disgrace brought upon the place by others can be wiped 
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out by her uative and adopted sons, and they are ready and anxious to 
do it. Lend your countenance to this movement, and in one month 
every footprint of a Federal will be obliterated in their own blood. 

If relief be not afforded to her misery by some such act the people of 
the State will take matters into their own hands, leave the Confederacy, 
and proclaim NTew Orleans a free city, and form treaties with the North 
and West and Europe. Her interests are supposed by many to have 
been shamefully neglected by the Confederate Government. It boots not 
now to determine whether falsely or truthfully; this idea obtains, and 
it can only be allayed by immediate attention to her sufferings and a 
show of sympathy in her humiliation and writhings in the ^asp of her 
beastly tyrants. Her manacles were placed upon her not with her own 
consent, by no act of her own children, but by those who may have done 
all that their natures would admit of, but who fell far short of what may 
and should have been done by such as were to the manor born or have 
drawn their first breath under a Southern sun; these would have gloried 
in martyrdom before they would have surrendered. This opinion comes 
not of narrowness of feeling, but from a knowledge of the innate prin¬ 
ciples of human nature. 

Let me implore you to move in this affair. Express a willingness to 
take part with us and the battle will be more than half won. I will not 
speak of the glory of such a deed, for of that you have no doubt had 
enough already; but what would be your satisfaction in being able to 
say to your native city, “You are free; be so forever; I make you so.” 
You can do it; we will be humble but willing agents in causing you to 


do it 

“Arise bow or be forever fallen” is the dreadful alternative left to 
your home and your birth-place; will you hesitate to throw your weight 
in her favor? Surely not. Let us strike like men for those we love. 
Yon may rest assured that enough brave hearts and strong arms, tned 
warriors on the battle-field, will come forth at your rally-call ready to 
])rove that New Orleans has sons who can fight for her and who would 

glory in dying for her liberty and her rights. _ ... 

You must not say your rank forbids participation in such movement. 
TJicrc is more true honor to bo thus won than if you had led the men oi 
Shiloh in triumph to the waters of the Great Lakes. . ^ -j. + 

1 shall await your answer with some impatience, but cannot admit to 
myself a doubt of wbat it will be. Means of transportataon to Bladen 
have been taken by the Government, else I would be 
son. If you respond assentingly or even hopefully I will be with yon 

in the slioi test possible delay. 

With distinguished regard, 

dnlnnel and Aide-de-Gamp. 


Bladen, Ala., August 2,18G2. 


Col. J. M. Huger, 

Aide-de-Gamp^ Mobile^ Ala.: . 

Dear Colonel : Your letter of the 1st instant has just been ’ 

’■“3 higbiy iatteie.! by yonr vro,«MHoa; for tbero iooo |>o.itiob, bow- 
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ever honorable and elevated, I vould prefer to the one referred to by you 
of being able to lead on “to victory or to death ” the gallant sons of my 
own native Louisiana in their patriotic endeavor to drive back from 
her sacred soil the polluting feet of the Abolition hordes of the bTorth. 
But, in the first place, my health unfits me at present for such an ardu¬ 
ous and responsible position, admitting that I am otherwise qualified 
for it; and, in the second place, so long as the enemy has command of 
the river with his gunboats the recovery of iSTew Orleans must depend 
upon our taking Saint Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, Washington, and 
Baltimore, which I think could be done before long by a proper com¬ 
bination of our still latent forces and resources. Meanwhile a proper 
organization of our State forces can keep the enemy within the limits 
of the few points he now holds. Fo exertion should be spared to attain 
that desirable end, and I have no doubt that General Van Dorn will 
soon be able to afford great assistance in so doing. 

“ JWZ desperandum^’ is my motto, and I feel confident that ere long the 
glorious sun of Southern liberty will appear more radiant than ever from 
the clouds which obscure temporarily its brilliant disk. 

With sincere esteem, I remain, yours, very truly, 

G. T. BBAUBEGAED. 


Wae Depaetment, 
Richmond, August 4, 1862. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Oomdg. Department of Northern Virginia, &c.: 

Gbneeal : General Van Dom has sent General Breckinridge to attack 
Port Hudson and Baton Eouge, and if he is successful Ik*, will very much 
need heavy artillery-men. 

De Gournay’s battalion, now in the city works, was raised in Few Or¬ 
leans and could stand the climate. Wc had better send them out, as 
the batteries established at Port Hudson will enable ns to i'omniand tlx* 
Mississippi from that point to Vick.sburg, including the mouth of Eed 
Eiver. 

Gibbs’Foriy-.second Forth Carolina Eegiiuent will soon be relic'^ed 
from the custody of the i)risoners at Lynchbui’g. 1 ])ro])os(‘ to send the 
regiment to General Loring; it i.s convenient 1,\ .situated and is not 
brigaded. 

JJas Col. J. Lucius Davi.s gonet If not, tlx* ordt'r to him will be re¬ 
scinded and Colonel Jenkins will be made a briga<lier and .sent to (!Oin 
niand General Loring’s cavalry. 

There will beanotherFoith Caiolina Ih'giment relie\<‘<l from gnarding 
the prison at Sali.sbnry, Godwin’s regiment. Shall 1 seixi tlx'in al.so 
to Loring? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. UAFDOLPll, 

ticcreturij of IFu/’. 


Eiohmonp, Va., Augnsi I, l.S(>2. 
General Eael Van Doen, VicJcsbiirg, Jl/m. : 

The importance of the object at which ,\oii aim cannot be overe.sti- 
mated. 1 fear General Bragg cannot detach any more of his force. 
The Secretary of War will send you an order for the Texas Legion. 
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Some heavy artillerists may be sent from here. Colonel ilarigny is en 
route to Camp Moore, with instructions to collect and organke partisans 
From the Florida parishes I hope you -will get considerable accessions 
of force. See General Eichard Taylor, on his way to Western Louisiana 
and General Holmes, to Trans-Mississippi Department, and confer with’ 
them as to their ability to aid yon. 

JEFPEESON DAVIS. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters in the Field, 

No. 20. ) August 4,1862. 

I. Brigadier-General Euggles will remain at Port Hudson and take 
command of troops as they arrive. He will get the 42-pounder in posi¬ 
tion as soon as possible. 

II, Colonel Breaux will move with his division as soon as possible to 
Port Hudson and report to General Euggles. He will take the gen- 
eraFs camp equipage along. He will make arrangements to receive 
supplies via Williams’ Bridge and Clinton, and will start this evening 
if possible. The Hudson Battery wiU report to accompany you. 

By order of Major-General Breckinridge: 

JOHlsr A. BTrOEMlE, 

Assistmt Adjutanf-OeueraL 


Auotst 11, 1862. 

At a meeting of citizens residing on the right bank of the Mississippi 
Eiver, in the parishes of Ascension and Saint James, this day held, at 
the residence of Capt. Camille Mire, in the said parish of Saint James, 
on motion of J. Adam Gaudet, Governor Eoman was called to the chair, 
and J. A. Landry, esq., was api^ointed secretary. 

The lioiiorable chairman having briefly explained the object of the 
meeting (which is fully embodied in the report of the committee ap¬ 
pointed to draught its resolutions), 

On motion, a committee of five, composed of the following-named gen¬ 
tlemen, viz, Michel Gaudet, John H. Ilsley, Ernest Pedesclaux, Elvi 
M 61 an 5 on, and J. K. Gaudet, was appointed by the chair to draught res¬ 
olutions expressive of the views entertained by the people of the said 
parishes, whom this meeting fully represents, in regard to the momen¬ 
tous question now pending. The said committee, having withdrawn to 
deliberate, reported as follows: 

REPORT. 


Whereas an event most disastrous in its consequences occurred at 
Doiialdsonville on the morning of Saturday last, the 9th instant, when 
two United States sloops-of-war and one gunboat, commanded by Com¬ 
modore Farragut, anchored immediately iu front of the town and pro¬ 
ceeded to lire on it with their guns and mortars, and to accelerate their 
work of destruction landed a force and set fire to and consumed the 
most valuable portion of the town, and also the costly buildings ot an 
adiaoent sugar plantation, besides other valuable buildings below the 
town and jTssigned as the reason for this wanton and barbarous act 
thrsome olNhe unarmed vessels of the United States had been fired 
upon from Doiialdsonville audits vicinity; and whereas the enemy has 
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declared his intention, if the firing on his vessels be repeated, to com¬ 
plete the destruction of the town and to lay waste the whole neighbor¬ 
ing coast, a threat which this committee believes he will most assuredly 
carry into effect; and whereas, whilst the people of the said parishes 
disclaim any intention to question any policy which the Government 
may deem it advisable to pursue in the prosecution of the war within 
the limits of the said parishes, and they are willing to make, as they 
have already made, every personal sacrifice for the common defense, 
they humbly conceive at the same time, with due deference to the opin¬ 
ion'of those in authority, that the firing upon and destroying a few un¬ 
armed boats (for hitherto no armed vessels have been assailed) can be 
productive of no results which would justify the jeojiardizing the lives 
and the total destruction of the property of our own people and the de¬ 
moralizing of our servile population, a result which they consider inevi¬ 
table if that course be persisted in. They conceive that so long as the 
enemy with his immense fieet possesses exclusively the whole of the 
river, embracing the lower coast, any attempt to molest him from its 
banks, unless systematically and efficiently made, must necessarily prove 
utterly fruitless, whilst the enemy’s ability to retaliate exposes riparian 
estates to utter destruction and ruin: Be it therefore 
Besolved, That a committee, composed of the following gentlemen, viz., 
Hon. A. Duffel, Hon. St. M. Berault, Aristide Landry, Trusemou Lan¬ 
dry, Oapt. Camille Mire, and Emile Legendre be, and they are hereby, 
appointed to wait upon His Excellency Governor Moore, in person, and 
to submit to him the imoeeedings and resolutions of this meeting; and 
the said committee is hereby authorized to explain verbally to Ills Ex¬ 
cellency the Governor the true object of (his mc'eting, and to use every 
means to induce the Governor to take all necessary 8tei)s to avert the 
evil now impending over the good and loyal peopli'. of thes(‘ i)ariHhe,s. 
Eespectfully submitted. 

JOHN II. ILSLEY, Chairman. 

' BLVr MELAhJ(;ON. 

,1. K. (lAUDET. 

EKNKST PEDEHCLAITX. 

MICHEL T). GAUDBT. 


On motion, 

Besolved, That the report and resolutions of the committee be, and the 
same are hereby, fully adopted by this meeting. 

A. B. KOMAN. 

J. Aeistide Landry, iiecretary. 

Saint James, August 11,1802. 

[Inclosure.] 

To the Feojple of Donaldeonville^ La,: 

Every time my boats are fired upon I will burn a portion oC your 
town. 

D. G. FARKAGUT, 

Flag-Officer. 


Orders, ) 
Ko. 810. ] 


Hdqrs. Louisiana Miliq'ta, Adjt. (ten.^s Ofeick, 

Opeloufias, Angust 12, J8G2. 


T nriiA Tv/Tiii+io mffkTV ITi Ort4"nol 
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service for six additional months, to commence from the expiration of 
their present term of service, unless sooner discharged. 

* * * * ^ 

By order of ThonidiS O. Mooroj Governor and coininan der-in-chief • 

, M. GEIVOT, 

Aajuta/n,t and I^ispeotOT General LouisiaTta, 


JaojSlSon, Miss., Augmt 13, 1862. 
General BREOKiNRiDGrE, near Baton Rouge: 

Move your whole force to Port Hudson, and make dispositions for 
holding it and to guard roads to Camp Moore and Clinton. Port Hud¬ 
son must be held if possible. I have directed your camp and garrison 
equipage to be sent there. When I get your letter will telegraph farther 

EAEL VAN DOEN, 

Major-General, 


PONCHATOTJLA, LA., 
Wednesda/y^ August 13, 1862^2 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. Daniel EuaG-LES, 0. S. A., 

In Camp near Baton Bouge^ La, : 

General : I have been to all the points around this post, and am now 
prepared to make any demonstration which may be ordered or dash at 
anything which shows itself. I have been to North Pass of Manchac j 
it can be repaired in a few hours. I will visit the South Pass to-mor¬ 
row or next (lay. I was in Covington and Madisonville yesterday. 

The Militia are turning out slowly, and there will not be more than 
300 of them from all the parishes. It is said that Washington Parish 
was not included in your order, and that there will be no turnout from 
there. They are coming without arms, cooking utensils, or anything 
else. Tliey do not know yet how they will organize, as there will be 
four or tive full colonels to the 300 men. 

Under the short general order from General Breckinridge I do not 
feel like issuing many orders in the premises, but hope to receive some 
definite instructions on the subject. Something will have to be done 
to equip tlicm, but this can be done after they organize and it is dis¬ 
covered how many of them are willing and fit for duty. The conscripts 
are still In Saint Tammany, and it is said that Saint Helena was not 
included in tlie order when they were called out. We are having a 
splendid rain and I hope that the people will feel encouraged, although 
those ill camp have no tents. 

I will liave to appoint a temporary commissary and quartermaster 
to issue to the separate commands here. There is plenty of beef in this 
country if it is needed, and unless a good supply is coming from Texas 
it would be woE to have it driven farther from the coast. 

The schooners that have been running between this and New Orleans 
are delayed too long here if the trade is to be kept open. I should have 
power to give them clearances at once or the provost-marslial should. 
The charcoal, lumber, brick, and such like are of no earthly value to 
us, and each lugger can bring, as the last two have, 150 sacks of salt, 
10 barrels Hour, &c., each, and when properly arranged thousands of 
dollars’ worth of valuable medicines, &c. 

If there is any one in the city with whom the authorities are corre- 
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spondiQg I would like to know it, and if there is not I can readily find 
some one who will keep us posted. The steamboat-men are generally 
sound and smart, and tln-ough them I can open communication. 

Bight p. m. 

Several parties have arrived on their way to ^Tew Orleans. Mr. 
Foster, who seems to be an especial agent, came down to examine the 
cargoes and give clearances. I will let yon know the result to-morrow. 

My commissary has arrived. I will send him to Camp Moore to-mor¬ 
row for rations for the Militia. Please give me full iusti-uctions in re¬ 
gard to the militia organization, as 1 already see trouble brewing 
among the various colonels, captains, &c. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, Mo. S. G., 

Brig. Gen.^ on Special Ser'cice^ 0. S. Army. 


Orders, > Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.^s Office, 
jSTo. 812. ) Opelousas^ August 14,1862. 

I. The sections I, II, III, IV, and Y, of the General Orders, Ko. 8, issued 
by Brig. Gen. E. 0. Martin, commanding Fifth Brigade, Louisiana Militia,* 
are hereby revoked, as being highly disrespectful to the Governor and 
commander-in-chief, unwarranted, unnecessary, and in contravention to 
military rule and discipline and to orders before issued from these head¬ 
quarters, of which Brigadier-General Martin has been informed. 

II. Partisan Eanger corps throughout the State will proc<ied to obey 
the special orders issued directly by these headquarters, in absence of 
orders from this oflice to the contrary. They will r(q)ort on their arrival 
to the brigadier-general of the district in which th(\v may operating, 
informing him of their presence, and giving him a c()i)y of the orders 
under which they are acting. 

III. Brigadier-General Martin is temporarily removed from the com¬ 
mand of the Fifth Brigade, to await a trial by court-martial, lie will 
report himself to MaJ. Gen. Jolin L. Lewis, commanding the Stat(‘ 
Militia, under arrest. 

lY. MaJ. Gen. John L. Lewis, commanding State Militia, will enforce 
this order, and will place in command of the brigade the stmior colonel. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and command<n -in-(*Iiiof : 

M. GlUVOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General Lovisiana. 


Orders, ) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

InTo. 814. ( Opelousas, August 14, 18C2. 

I. Maj. Gen. John L. Lewis, commanding State JMilitia, will proceed 
to Thibodeauxville, parish of La Fourche, and (establish t.luue his liead- 
quarters, or at some other convenient i)oint, until further orders. 

II. Mai. Gen, John L. Lewis will take charge of the d(doiises of the 
Fifth and Ninth Brigades, examine the state of defenses therein erected, 
and report thereon. 


Not fonucl. 
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ni. Maj. G-en. J. L. Lewis wiU cause aU the Militia in the Fifth 
Bngade to be placed in actual service and sent to Camp TVra.T.tiTi 

* * ***** 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

. M. GEIYOT, 

Adjuta/fit and Ins^eotor General houisiatia. 


Bladen, Ala., August 15,1862. 
Mr. Ed. Gothell, Biehmond, Va,: 

Deae Sie : Tour favor of the 2d instant* has been received. I thank 
you for all the information it contains with regard to the contemplated 
operations in Louisiana. My brother-in-law, the Hon. Charles J. Vil- 
lerd, of the house, will give you my answer, and wiU show you my let¬ 
ter on the same subject to Mr. John M. Huger, of Hew Orleans. Of 
course I should bo both proud and happy to drive &om my native 
State the Abolitionists who are now desecrating its soil. It is a task 
easily accomplished away from their gunboats. Hear these it cannot 
be done with our present means. We can retake New Orleans, but we 
cannot hold it without subjecting it to destruction, for it occupies a 
different position from glorious Vicksburg, and its destruction would 
be attended with a degree of human misery frightful to contemplate, 
without a proper return of evil to the enemy. The Eussians destroyed 
Moscow because they knew that its destruction would annihilate Napo¬ 
leon’s army and free their country forever from his iron grasp, but the 
destruction of New Orleans would not even give us the command of a 
single foot of ground along the Mississippi, much less of the river itself; 
hence why make this sacrifice? But we must hold the State, i. e., all 
not immediately under the protection of his gunboats- The great error 
was to have allowed him to take the river. Now we must suffer pa¬ 
tiently the great evils resulting from our negligence. Meanwhile, in¬ 
stead of bewailing our misfortune, we must gird on our armor and strike 
our dastardly enemy with renewed vigor and energy wherever he is 
vulnerable. God will surely lend us his protecting and avenging arm. 

I have requested Mr. Villord to endeavor to effect the exchange of 
Mr. Soul6. If I return to the command of my department I will en¬ 
deavor to take, by means of Forrest and Morgan, a civilian for his 
exchange. 

Yours, very truly, 

G. T. BEATJEEGAED. 


Ponchatodla, La., 
Friday, Avgust 15, 1862—9 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. J. 0. Breokineidge, 0. S. A., 

Near Baton Eouge, La.; 

General: 1 have just returned from Jackson (and a consultation 
with General Van Dorn) and find your favor of the 13th instant. I be¬ 
lieve that 1 now understand the programme, and will endeavor to carry 
out my part of it. I would bo pleased to have the French Zouave com- 


• Not found. 
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pany whicli you have, as I think I can use them to double advantage 
against the city 'which you can against the Yankees at Baton Eouge. 
They can be marched directly to this point and can report nothing 
which we do not wish told. The enemy have already heard of my 
presence and are on the lookout, and I think I will make a demonstra¬ 
tion to-morrow to keep them uneasy. If the Zouaves are here the 
creoles will hear of the movement and be prepared to render assistance 
if necessary. I can stuff them easier than I can gossiping Americans. 
Prom your camp on Oomite to this place is 10 miles nearer tlian to 
Tangipahoa, and every movement and march can and will be construed 
as a double intention on New Orleans or Baton Eouge, and although 
the railroad may make more, the Government will save triinsi)orTatiou 
as well as confusing the enemy. Therefore I would recommend this 
route. 

Tours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, Mo. S. G., 
Brigadier General^ on Special Service^ C. S. Army, 


General Orders, ) Headquarters in the Field, 

No. 23. ( August 15, 1802. 

I. Colonel Trabue will move with his command this evening at 5 
o’clock to Port Hudson. He will take Avith him Cobb’s battery, leav¬ 
ing two pieces to report to Colonel Scott, of Brigadier-General Bowen’s 
command. He will take at least three days’ rations, and will make the 
march as soon as possible, and will observe carefully toward his left 
flank as he proceeds. 

II. Brigadier-General Bowen will have the command of Colonel Scott, 
with two pieces of Cobb’s battery (which will r(^.i)ort to Colonel Scott 
this afternoon), ready to move with such transportation as it may have 
and at least three days’ rations at daylight to-moiT<)w inorniug, to await 
final orders from these headquarters. 

III. The chief commissary will have threes days’ subsistenc.e for 4,000 
men at Clinton within two days, tlicnce to be <Jonveyed by railroad 
immediately to Port Hudson. Supplies for that number at least must 
be kept constantly on hand at Port Hudson. 

IV. Brigadier-General Eu^gles will urge forward the works at Port 
Hudson as rapidly as possible, obtaining where In* can tools, labor, <&c. 
He will gather all the transportation possir>le for ust^ on the railroad 
between Port Hudson and Clinton. He must tlirow out pickets a good 
distance toward Baton Eouge from Port Hudson and (‘xtend them as 
near Baton Eouge as he can on Hie Clinton plank road. 

By order of Major-General Breckinridge: 

JOHN A. BUOKNEE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, \ Headquarters in the Field, 

No. 25. i Near Port Hudson^ Avgust 18, 18()2. 

I. In pursuance of orders from head<piarters of <]epartment, Briga¬ 
dier-General Euggles will assume command of all tlie troops in this 
military district, except the Kentucky and Tennessee troops and the 
regiments from General Villepigue’s command, now commanded by 
[Colonel] Scott. The troops thus excepted will move to-morrow morn- 
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ing as early as possible via Olmton to Camp Moore, and v^ill be expected 
to reach the latter place very early on IViday morning. The pickets 
from the troops to move to Camp Moore wiU be called in this evening 
and their places supplied by Brigadier-General Buggies from his com- 
maud. Ii Brigadier-General Bowen lias any organized force from Ken¬ 
tucky or Tennessee ke will immediately send it to Camp Moore 

II. Major Brown, commissary, and Major Haynes, quartermaster 
will provide subsistence and transportation for the troops to move to 
Camp Moore. 

III. Colonel Scott will move his brigade independently of Colonel 
Trabue’s brigade, but they wiU confer together and not separate far on 
the road, and will try to reach Camp Moore together early Friday 
morning. 


IV. Cobb’s and Hudson’s batteries will report to Colonel Trabne. 
Captain McClung, with his battery, will report to Brigadier-General 
Euggles. 

V. Capt. [E. M.] Blackburn’s cavalry will report to these headquar¬ 
ters to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock. 

VI. Colonel Trabue will cause all the troops under his command, ex¬ 
cepting the Kentucky and Tennessee troops, to report immediately to 
Brigadier-General Euggles. 

By order of Major-General Breckinridge: 

JOHN A. BTJCKNEE, 
Asmtmt Adjutant- General, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters m the Field, 

No. 108. ) Port Hudson^ August 18,1862. 

Brigadier-General Bowen will report to Brigadier-General Euggles, 
who is now at Port Hudson, for orders, in pursuance of orders from 
Major-General Van Dorn. 

By order of Major-General Breckinridge: 

JOHN A. BUCKNEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


West Baton Eotjoe, August 20,1862. 

Captain Hooe, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Buggies^ Army: 

Sir : I have the following important communication to make : 

Dr. Lyle, of this parish, a perfectly reliable gentleman and conspic¬ 
uous for his loyalty, has just returned from opposite Bjiton Eouge. 
Provost-Marshal Killborn has been in communication this day with 
Messrs. Pike and Hart. He (Killborn) informed them that a dispatch 
had just been received from General Butler, ordering an immediate evac¬ 
uation of Baton Eouge and countermanding the order for burning the 
town. The transports are now anchored in the middle of the river, with 
steam up, having taken on board all their stores. The men only ^e 
yet to be embarked. The Essex was lying in close to the shore, shelling 
the woods. 

This Killborn also offered to deliver up to Messrs. Pike and Hart, 
as agents of the State, the penitentiary, i^rovided they (the enemy) be 
permitted to remove a certain number of the prisoners and what ma- 
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ohinery they wish; that is, the machinery which would prevent the 
manufacture of goods for the Southern Army. This was told to Dr. 
Lyle by Messrs. Pike and Hart themselves, who said also that they 
had refused to accept the offer. Killborn told them that they intended 
to leave all the negroes now in their possession in the town, and your 
own judgment will suggest the necessity of immediately occupying the 
place with a body of troops. 

Killborn told Messrs. Pike and Hart that he had received a dis¬ 
patch confirming the capture of Pope’s army (23,000 men) by Stonewall 
Jackson. If I hear or obtain any reliable information to-morrow I shall 
send you word at once. 

Eespectfully, &c., 

B. W. OLAEK, 
Adjutant Fourth Louisiana, 


Headquarters Western District of Louisiana, 

Opelousas^ August 20, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Daniel Euogles : 

General: I have just learned with much gratification of your hav¬ 
ing occupied Port Hudson; a movement I regard of very great impor¬ 
tance at the present juncture. I shall ascertain what siege guns there 
are at my disposal on this side of the river, and if there are any which 
can be of service to you I shall take the proper measures to lot you 
have the benefit of them. 

Since my arrival here a commiimcation dated August 11 has been 
placed in my hands from Col. Preston Pond, directed to the command¬ 
ing oflSicer ot the Texas troops on this side of the river. The object of 
Colonel Pond’s letter was to obtain the co-operation of those troops in 
the attack then meditah^d on Baton Eouge. As the attack was made 
before Colonel Pond’s letter reached its destination it has of course 
failed in its object, «aud there is no occasion at pres(mt that 1 am aware 
of which would render it desirableto transfer these troops to the Cache 
Eiver, even if I could spare them, which 1 cannot now well do. 

I am about to undertake an expedition which J anticipate will place 
me in possession of tlie Opelousas Thiilroad u]) to th(^ vicinity of Algiers. 

I am establishing a line of couriers between this point and Woodville. 
It would greatly facilitate my communications with liichinond and with 
General Van Dorn if the general would jdace couriers on the route 
between Summit and Woodville. 

You would oblige mo by Iran sin ittiiig this letter to the gcmeral after 
reading it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. TAYLOE, 

Major-General^ Commanding Western Louisiana, 

[Indoisement.] 

General Beall : 

I recommend establishing the couriers requested. 

Please return this by courier. 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


[August 20, 1862.—For order establishing the Districts ol‘ Louisiana, 
Texas, and Arkansas, see Series I,^ Vol. IX, ]>. 731. j 
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Poet H-ddson, August 21, [1862]. 
Major-General Van Doen, Jackson, Miss,; 

Can you let me have the Twelfth Eegiment Louisiana Troops ? If so, 
it can be stopped in time at Camp Moore. I have scarcely 1,600 men 
besides Bowen’s brigade, which is required on the Amite. Has General 
Beall orders to join me 1 

DAHIEL. EUGGLES, 

Bngadier-General. 


Poet Hxjdson, August 21, [1862]. 
Major-General Van Doen, Jackson, Miss.: 

Eumored that the enemy intend evacuating Baton Eouge. The 
absence of gunboats from this point gives color to the report. I shall 
soon know. If so, I shall prepare to move toward Hew Orleans. 

DAHIEL EIJGGLES, 

Brigadier- General. 


Poet HtrosoN, August 21, [1862]. 
Brig. Gen. M. Jeep. Thompson, Ponehatoula, la. .* 

Take measures to rebuild the Manehac Bridge and repair the rail¬ 
road. Apply to Major Eanney, president. Let me know the condition 
of things by telegram to Clinton, La. Eeported that the enemy is 
evacuating Baton Eouge. Push your scouts well forward toward the 
MWsaippi to eucooiago tlat Idea. KTOOLBS,. 

Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


Poet Htoson, August 23, [1862]. 
Major-General Van Doen, Jackson, Miss.: 

Breckinridge’s troops, Eobe^on’s brigade, Moore 

to-day; Bowen’s to-morrow. I want McOlung’s rifle guns. Shah 1 

retain his company? DAHIEL EDGGLES, 

Brigadier- General. 


Poet Hxjdson, La., August 23, 1862. 

Major-General VAN Doen, Jftcfcsw or VieWitry; ^ ^ ^ . 

The gunboat Essex just passed up. 

Semmes has floe ironatM saaboate at 

TWi.nadier-General. G, 8. Army. 


Oedees, 
Ho. 841. 


HDQES. LoxnSIANA MiLITIA, ADJT. GEN.’S OPPICE 

Opelousas, A%igust 2o, 18t>2. 


r 5id.1 4 - 7 

I. The Militia now at Camp Pratt and in service, and composed of 
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persons between the ages of thirty-five and forty-five, will bo released 
from duty on reception of this order. 

II. AH persons now iir service in Camp Pratt between the ages of 
eighteen and thirty-five years, and who are conscripts, whether holding 
commissions in the State Militia or not, will bo held in service at Gamp 
Pratt and will bo transferred to Colonel Burke, C. S. Army, appointed 
by Maj. Gen. E. Taylor, comnaanding Department of Western Louisiana, 
to take charge of the camp and conscripts. 

« « * « « * « 

Bv order of Thomas 0. Moore, Governor and comraander-in-chief: 

M. GEIVOT, 

Adjutant and Insjpector General Loidsiana. 


ViOKSBTJBG, August 29, 1862. 
Brigadier-General Ettgig-les, Port Hudson, La.: 

Going to move north. Want all the men I can get. Think 2,500 or 
2,800 sufidcient at Port Hadson. Tium over command there to Beall 
and come to Jackson to take command. Send Twelfth Louisiana Eegi- 
ment to Villepigue at once. Send Fourth to Vicksburg at once also, if 
by so doing you do not reduce the command to less than the above 
number. 

. • EAEL VAN DOEN. 


Ahatraetfrom Morning Beport of troops slatiowd at Port Hudson, La., August :51, 1565S, 
Brig, Gen. W.M. R. Beall, V. S. Army, commanding. 


Command. 



General staff. 

30tli Louisiana. 

Milos’ Legion. 

Artillery: 

Capt. R. M. Jloone’H comiismy . 
Capi. R. T. lOngliHli’Hcompany, 
Capt. J. A. Uoskiurt’ company 

Capt. G. Rdlston's company_ 

Capt. C. Roberts’ company_ 

Capt. O. J. Sommos’ company.. 
Parti.san Rangers: 

Capt. A. J. Lewis’ coni]):my... 
Capt. C. MoLaunn’s comjiany. 

Total. 


8 

‘ 2(>0 

177 

102 

0 !) 

42 


3r> 

lO.'f 


8 

:m 

274 

107 

61 

02 

71 

77 

jo:j 


n 

66 


m 


38 

67 


1,175 


IbKnnioNi), \"A., ^Scpfewber I, 

Brig. Gen. John H. Bohni^y, Mof/dc, Ala.: 

We are desirous of sending forces to Louisiniui for a ])ur[)osc not ad¬ 
mitting of delay. Canyon spare the Eight(‘ciith and NiiadctMith Louisi¬ 
ana Eegi men ts Their services much needed. If you can, send them 
to Maj. Gen. E. Taylor at Opelousas. Answer bv telegraph. 

0. W* EANDOLPn, 

Secretary of War. 
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Eiohmond, Madison Parish,-La., 

Se^ptmber 1,1862. 

Col. Wm. Preston Johnston, 

Aide-de-campj Presidents Office^ BieJimond, Va.: 

Colonel : I reached this place to-day, having crossed the Mississippi 
at Vicksburg and passed within 1 mile of the enemy’s gunboats (two) 
now engaged in observing the mouth of the Yazoo at Young’s Point 
10 miles above Vicksburg. General Blanchard is still in command of 
this department, headquarters at Monroe, La., 105 miles by the wagon 
road and 80 by rail to Vicksburg. The railroad is now in operation from 
Monroe to Tallulah; distance, 60 miles. The force in this department 
consists of Morrison’s regiment, Thirty-Jlrst Louisiana ; Gray’s Twenty- 
eighth Louisiana^ Shelley’s Louisiana battalion; Chambliss’ battalion 
(Partisan Rangers); Harper’s company (Partisan Rangers), and Ben¬ 
ton’s light battery, four pieces. This force has a heavy sick list, and 
furnishes but 1,000 men for duty. I am informed by ofdcers stationed 
here that there are but 1,200 stand of effective arms in this department, 
chiefly shot-guns. 

I have the honor herewith to transmit through you to the Presi¬ 
dent a map * of Madison Parish, Louisiana. The section lines will fur¬ 
nish the scale. From this map you will perceive that unless there is 
an adequate force to prevent it the enemy may construct a military 
road from Milliken’s Bend to New Carthage, a distance of 32 miles, and 
through it keep open his communication with his best sources of sup¬ 
plies on the upper river, thus avoiding Vicksburg altogether and cutting 
oft‘ this only practicable line of communication with Texas, Western 
Louisiana, Arkansas, and the Indian Territory. Deserters from the 
Yankee fleet state tliat it lies at Lake Providence, 40 miles above Vicks¬ 
burg, and consists of seven iron-clad gunboats and five transports, with 
troops. X should have stated that this section of Louisiana can now 
furnish 4,000 men for service, and the people are ready and anxious to 
take the field, but have no arms. I will write from Marshall, Tex., and 
inform you of what was done or intended by that military hybrid the 
Governors’ caucus. 

With best wishes for the President’s good health, I am, colonel, yours, 
truly, 

T. J. MACKEY, 

Gapfain, &c. 


General Orders, ) District of the JMississippi, 

No. 2. J Headquarters^ Jackson^ Miss.^ September 8,1862. 

1. To preserve order among military persons, and to prevent improper 
intercourse with the enemy, by either citizens or soldiers, the following 
persons will act temporarily as provost-marshals at the points desig¬ 
nated, viz : Vicksburg and Warren County, Mississippi, Cai)t. C. A. 
Taylor: Jackson and Hinds County, Mississippi, James D. Stuart; 
Saint Helena Parish, Louisiana, Judge G. W. Martin; Saint Tammany 
Parish, Louisiana, Jules L. Blanc; Livingston Parish, Louisiana, F, G. 
Davidson; Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, R. A. Hunter; Port Hud¬ 
son, Louisiana, John C. Miller; East Feliciana Parish, Louisiana, D. C. 
Hardee; West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana, J. H. Collins; Ascension 
Parish, Louisiana, Capt. Samuel Bard; Adams County, Mississippi, A. 


* Not found. 




806 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISR., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Ciur. XXVn. 


K. Farra; Jefferson County, Mississippi, Hinds; Claiborne 

County, Mississippi,-; Wilkinson County, Mississippi, J. 

H.- Simms; Madison County, Mississippi, Dr, M. J. McKie; Yallabusha 
County, Mississippi, B. H. Forrester; Yazoo County, Mississippi, H. C. 
Tyler. 

II. Martial law having been abolished, the duties of the provost- 
marshals above named will be confined strictly within their proper 
military jurisdiction, in conformity with the customs of war and the 
following articles of war: 

Art. 56. Whoever shall relieve the enemy with money, \ictuals, or ammunition, 
or shaU knowingly harhor or protect an enemy, shall suller death, or such other pun¬ 
ishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a court-martial. 

Art. 57. Whoever shall he convicted of holding correspondence with or giving in¬ 
telligence to the enemy, either directly or indirectly, shaU suffer death, or such other 
punishment as shall he ordered by the sentence of a court-martial.' 

Art. 58. AU public stores taken in- the enemy’s camps, towns, ports, or magazines, 
whether of artillery, ammunition, clothing, forage, or provisions, shall be secured for 
the service of the Confederate States, for the neglect of which the commanding officer 
is to be answerable. 

Art. 82. Every officer or provost-marshal to whoso charge prisoners shall bo com¬ 
mitted shall, within twenty-four hours after such commitment or as soon as he shall 
be relieved from his guard, make report in writing to the (w.Mi r-.jiv.orsg officer of their 
names, their crimes, and the names of the officers who comniitted them, on the pen¬ 
alty of being punished for disobedience or neglect, at the discretion of a coui*t-martial. 

ITT. All correspondence with this department will be held with the 
district provost-marshal, Col. James O. Fuqua, at these lieadquartefs. 

By command of Brigadier-General Buggies: 

B. M. HOOF, 
Assinfant Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Jackson, Miss., September 11, 1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and, Inspector General^ Richmond^ Ya.: 

I recommend an immediate movement against New Orleans. I send 
proposed plan by messenger. 

DANFFL RUGGLES, 

Brigadier-OeneraU C- S, Army^ Coinmatiding District, 


Headquarters Dtstrict of 'j'uf Mississippi, 

Jackson^ Miss,^ September 11, 1862. 

S. Cooper. 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Richmond,, Tc/.: 

Sir: I have the honor to forward for ^our (*oiisi(I(‘rati<)n an outline 
plan for an advance on New Orh^ans. 

The question is apparently one of soni(‘ nrg(‘n<*\, anticapaling tlie 
period when the enemy will be enabled to lecMilbrce tin* eitx and add 
to its defenses. The presemt force is greatly (lenioializ(‘d and (‘iifeebled 
by sickness and is known to be in a state of contiiuKMl alarm; cirenm 
stances greatly m our favor. It is akso to be obs(‘rve(l that oiir lo>al 
men within the enemy’s jurisdiction are siibjeet(‘<l to indigniti<ss and 
are gradually rendered powerless in our cause. 

The combined operations of a force of 2t),()()() men ithin fioin four (o 
six weeks would probably prove adequate to the great objt^et in view. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL BUGGi.ES, 
Brigadier-General^ (J. S, Army, 
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[IneloBare.] 

^Outline plan of proposed eapeditionfor the recapture of New Orleans. 

THE OITT AND ITS DEFENSES. 

The present resident population is supposed to comprise some 100,000 
people, among whom few will be found disloyal to the Confederate 
Government. 

The defenses consist of two parallel cr&naUlhre lines, one above and 
the other below the city, extending from the river to the swamp in rear. 
The communications with lake shore are defended by redoubts mount¬ 
ing siege guns. 

The present strength of the enemy is known to be less than 10,000 
men, and those greatly demoralized and suffering from the influences of 
the climate. 


THE PEOPOSED PLAN OP ATTACK. 


1st. Concentrate troops near Manchac Pass, Pontchatoula, repair 
railroad bridge across Manchac and below, which will require only a 
brief period. , , • . 

2d. Concentrate a movable column at a camp already'ordered m As¬ 
cension Parish, about 35 miles below Baton Eouge. 

3d. The light-draught gunboats at Mobile, with available transports, 
to proceed to Lake Pontchartain, clear the lake, and convey troops 


4th. The troops in West Louisiana to be concentrated in two columns 
near Plaquemine and on theOpelousasRailroad, ready to co-operate. If 
deemed expedient, 5,000 troops to be thrown from the west across the 

river to the east bank. . 

5th. The different columns to move simultaneously and co-operate m 
a combined attack on the defenses of the city, in which it is anticipated 
that loyal men in large numbers under arms will co-operate with our 

DANIEL KUGGLES, 
Brigadier-Oeneral, Commanding Department. 


rSEPTBMBEE 12, 1862.-For President Davis to the Governors of 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, and Texas, see Senes I, vol. Alii, p. 
879.] 


JACKSON, Miss., September 17,1862. 
Brigadier-General Beall, Port Hudson, Da.; 

Concentrate your troops for the defense of two 

Guard Baton Rouge with one company of 

Place a small guard at Bayou Sara if ruGGLES. 
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Wae Department, 0. S. A., 
Richmond^ Va.^ Septemher 17, 1862. 

Hon. E. Sparrow, G. /S'. Senate: 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 13th instant 1 have the honor to 
inform you that 14,400 stand of arms have been actuallj’- sent to the 
Trans-Mississippi Department and 5,000 of those taken at Manassas 
have been ordered to the same destination; 10,400 of those forwarded 
were for Arkansas, of which 5,000 were captured by the enemy; and 
4,000 were for General Taylor in Louisiana, the arms needing repairs. 
Those for General Taylor were sent to Macon and those for Arkansas 
to Atlanta, Ga., and consequently a portion of them have not reached 
their destination. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. EANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War, 


Clinton, La., Septemher 21,1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector Qencfral^ Richmond: 

Dear Sir : Excuse me for calling your consideration to the position 
now held and being fortified by our troo})s at Port Hudson, on the 
Mississippi River. An intimate knowledge of the country and a deep 
interest in the success of the enteri)rise must be my apology for tres¬ 
passing upon your attention. From (*.onforimdion of ground and cur¬ 
rents this is one of the most formidable points on tlie river. The ene- 
my^s fleets can be held in check or destroye<l here and they cannot 
indulge their shell practice ” without eiu'ountering the direct fire of 
our guns. They have no banks to shelter ilnun while delivering their 
own fire. In passing up or down th(\v must come directly up to the 
muzzles of our pieces and must feel tlu^ efleet of our fin^ whenever they 
attempt to pass. Tlic Essex is said to have l)(‘en fatally injured on lier 
last trip down by the fire of our guns, jfcwo 24 and one 42 only being 
mounted at the time. Pieces of large caliber are Ixfing mouiit(‘d, and 
when the batteries are equipped according to design the strongest vessel 
will find the position too hot for gunboats and too strong for any amount 
of iron sheeting that will fioat. The position is of tlu^ strongest eharae- 
ter so far as the command of the river is lioncerned. 

As relates to land movements it is not so strong as N'ieksbnrg and 
other points. The place is approachable over a larg(‘ and l(»v(‘l <;ountry, 
presenting very few natural difficulties to a land attack. Tin* ]>osi- 
tion of a defending force would be one not frex» from senions dini(*ulli(‘s, 
while an advancing foe would encounter but few natural imi)e(lim<‘iits. 

This position is of the first magnitude, and should Ixi Iu4d against all 
contingencies and at any cost. It gives usconunand of a s(*<*lion of tli(‘ 
river from here to Vicksburg; guards tlu^ country watered by IjittU^ K<xl, 
Black, and Washita Rivers, in Louisiana; ])rovi(les a safe m(*ans of transit 
for supplies and munitions of war, and opens coinmunieation with 
an immense producing area in the West. IVxas is brought into <‘oin 
munion with all the interests of the nation, and luu' abundant i)r()diicts 
can and will find their way to our army depots. The west(‘rii sid(‘ of 
the river is our only reliance for sugar, and alrc^ady thousands of hogs¬ 
heads are collected on the other bank, under the range of* our guns, 
awaiting transportation. Western Louisiana ])ro(luces immense (piawti 
ties of salt, and all that is needed is the means of transit to till the de¬ 
mand both for public and private uses. 
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The vesultH oi“ the enterprise ■n onld iittbrd details for a book. The 
value of success in the matter is incalculable. A failure to hold it will 
be productive of the widest disaster and distress. 

I wish to say that the place is not sufficiently defended,- that is, there 
are not men enough to make the tenure of the place anything like sure. 
Independent of other and larger considerations, we have a large or are 
collecting a large amount of ordnance and ordnance stores here, and 
there are only about 1,200 men to defend the place in the event of an 
attack by land, which is imminent at any moment, unless Butler’s spies 
are all asleep or he himself is a coward. He can land an overwhelming 
force within 3 miles of the point in ten hours from Hew Orleans, and 
re-enforcements could not reach us under forty-eight hours. I have no 
doubt that General Ruggles is fully apprised of the inadequacy of the 
means under his control to hold Port Hudson and Vicksburg. There 
cannot be over 6,000 men in the department, and any re-enforcement to 
this point must be drawn from Vicksburg, and could pot reach here in 
time to graxrple with an attack which can be conceived and executed 
- in twenty-four hours. Light batteries have been stationed at Troth’s 
house, 3 miles below, to prevent a landing, but this can be effected be¬ 
low, between the lake and river and out of the range of the pieces, and 
we have taught them lessons in taking light batteries which they might 
readily put into i)ractice. 

Permit me to suggest, very respectfully and very earnestly, that there 
should be a force of at least 10,000 men kept at or within striking dis¬ 
tance of this place all the time. The loss of this position would be dis¬ 
astrous and shameful to the last degree; and I do assime yon that it is 
momentarily exposed to the contingency of capture unless defended by 
a stronger force. A force of 10,000 men could not on any field be em¬ 
ployed more usefully than in holding this position, and in my judgment 
they would see service under fire as often as any troops in our armies. 

If there are any useful suggestions in this desultory note I shall be 
truly glad, as there can be no doubt of the magnitude and importance 
of the subject. 

I have the honor to be, very truly, your obedient servant, 

P. POHD, Jr. 


flndorseineiit.l 

Respectfully referred to Major-General Pembertonj at Jackson, Miss. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Insj^ector General, 


Dist. of the Miss., Asst. Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 
Jackson, Miss,^ September 22,1862. 

Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith, 

Commanding Second Sub-District: 

Sth: Tlio brigadier-general commanding directs tbat you take imme¬ 
diate measures to establish a four-gun battery at the bend of tiie livei 
above Vicksburg, so as to sweep the reach above. It will be necessary 
to raise it some feet above the bottom level. He also directs that tbe 
light-draught steamers in the Yazoo be sent as soon as practicable into 
the waters of the Red River for transport service. He also directs tiiat 
thou the raft in tlie Yazoo River at Liverpool be repaired thoroughly, 
so as to impede the navigation of the river. He also directs that an 
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engineer officer be sent to construct a boom at Haines’ Bluff and a bat¬ 
tery to defend it, further to impede the navigation of the Yazoo. He 
also directs that this battery (at Haines’ Bluff) be covered by a suffi¬ 
cient force to protect it, and that the road be repaired leading thence to 
Yicksburg. He also directs that you employ negro labor to prosecute 
these works with the greatest energy and promptitude. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Oppice, 

BicTimond^ September 23,1862. 

Brig. Gen. Daniel Euooles, 

CommanMng District of Mississvppi^ Jackson^ Miss,: 

General : In reply to your communication of the 11th instant I am 
instructed by the Secretary of War to inform you that Major-General 
Taylor has already been assigned by the President to the very respon¬ 
sible duties referred to therein, and the Secretary is at a loss to under¬ 
stand why Brigadier-General Euggles, who commands the District of 
Mississippi, should propose to interfere with the authority vested in 
Major-General Taylor, or why he should give publicity through the 
medium of the telegraph to suggestions which should have bc(ui re¬ 
garded by him as private and are so rc^garded in the instructions to 
General Taylor. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JASPBE s. whiti:ng. 

Major and Assistant Adjutayit-Oenerah 


Charleston, S. C., September 24, 1SG2. 

[General S. Cooper:?] 

General: At the earliest moment on returning to duty, and Iiaving 
[referred] again to the necessary r(H*ords, I to submit tin*, follow¬ 
ing report touching the occupation and fortilh'aition of the ])osition of 
Vicksburg, to the end that due jiisti(M* nia;v i)t‘ <ione tln^ servi(*es of a 
modest oliicer of higli worth, iiaimdy, ('apt. I). I>. Harris, Provisional 
Engineer Corps, 0. S. Army. 

Satisfied early in March last that the sev(*ral ]>ositionsof Island [No.| 
10, Madrid Bend, and Fort Pillow, with the inad(‘(iuah‘ nu‘ans at my 
disposition, would afford but temporary barri<*rs to tlie (‘n(‘my\s gun¬ 
boats and great resources, I became extnmiely anxious to liavc th<i 
river thoroughly examined by a coini)etent oilic(‘r for the most favora¬ 
ble points for defensive works southward ol’ Port Pillow and north of 
Port Hudson. With that view J aj)plied to tin* late Gemu'al A. S. 
Johnston for the services of Maj. J. E. Gilmer, C. S. Eiigin(‘ers, for that 
duty, as well as for the inspection and streuglhening of Ukj works at 
Port Pillow. That capable officer, however, <‘onId not lu^ spared from 
his other important duties. Subse(iuently—aft(‘r the battle of tthiloh— 
I detailed an intelligent officer, Capt. A. l>. Gray, Provisional Engi¬ 
neers, to make the river reconnaissance, but In*, unfortunat<‘ly, was 
killed at the starting point of his duties, within the works of Fort Lhl- 
low. But previous to any examination 1 had recommended to IVlaJor- 
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General Lovell the Ibrtifloation of Port Hudson as a measure of pre¬ 
caution against the fall of our defenses north of Memphis. I was also 
of the opinion that Helena, on the west hank of the Mississippi, was 
another favorable point, especially since it might he so fortified as also 
to-cover the Saint Francis Eiver and prevent the possibility of a descent 
into the Mississippi of the enemy’s forces by that stream, and I was sat¬ 
isfied that at or near Vicksburg another faAmrable position for defense 
would be found, whether against the enemy from the quarter of Hew 
Orleans or Memphis. 

About April 20, however, an ofllcer sent by Major-General Lovell 
reached my headquarters, asking my assistance to occupy and fortify 
Vicksburg. Meantime, having become sati sfied from further investiga¬ 
tion that the position at Helena would not answer all the ends prom¬ 
ised at the first glance, I at once complied with General Lovell’s wishes, 
and telegraphed to Oapt. D. B. Harris, then at Fort Pillow, to repair 
immediately to Vicksburg; at the same time I provided him with the 
most competent assistance available, while I called on the commanding 
officer, Colonel Autiy, already at Vicksburg by my orders, to collect 
laborers, tools, and other needful supplies for the work with the utmost 
possible dispatch. And here, be it noted, no guns were at my disposi¬ 
tion until then, when they were supplied from Pensacola by General 
Bragg and from New Orleans by General Lovell. 

The letter of instructions herewith (marked A) to Captain Harris 
will show my views as to the character of the works to be construct^, 
which may be briefiy summed up as follows: The erection of batteries 
or works immediately north of the city, carefully and properly located; 
if practicable, a battery commanded by the first, and commanding the 
mouth of the Tazoo, to be obstructed by piles, rafts, or other efficient 
barriers. To guard against the cutting of a canal across the narriw 
peninsula opposite Vicksburg (actually attempted after'irari^ it will be 
roiDcnibcrcd) by the cuGmyj au inclosBd battGry below Vicksburg, to 
command any points at which the canal must debouch into tte river. 
Leaving the plans and profiles of the works to the judgment of Captain 
Harris, ho was informed of the character of the armamrat disposable 
and which would be sent him, to wit, some tenor twelve 8 and lOmoh 
guns, fifteen 42-pouuders, three 24-pounders, several mortars, with a 
dozen field rifled guns and half as many 24-pounder howitzers. The 
garrison to occupy these defenses was fixed at 3,000 men. Magazines 
were to bo built within the works, also cisterns made, field bomb-proofe 
erected, and traverses against an enfilading fire m all di^ccmns. 

Four days later (see papers herewith marked B*) 
tain Harris was further instructed to erect works ’ 

putting his gums in position first 
work with detached batteries preferred. Informed 
on April 27 that the proposed battery to command 
Yazoo was not practicable, but could be favorably located at a 
miles from the mouth of the stream, the oonstructaon c^f battery 

and of proper booms, rafts, and piles was atofoe ordered. PJ - 
rcHS made toward the execution of the diity £ 

Harris will be seen in his se-roral reports of , reached Vicks- 

1862, before which last date Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith had reacnea 

burg and assumed command. n i ^ thp -Fact tliat 

It is due to Captain Harris that I fo^\'J,J^fVhferwa?not freely 
much delay was caused by the want of labo , 

furnished in the vicinage. ^_ ___ 

- ^ found. 
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I shall also inclose with this copies of certain telegrams,* which will 
show what other steps were taken from time to time to aid the con¬ 
struction in various ways of these important works and looking to the 
success of the impending defense. 

It only remains to add that I am assured Captain Harris planned 
and conducted the construction of these works with his characteristic 
intelligence, zeal, and industry. 

Eespectftillv. vour obedient servant, 

Gr. T. BEAUEEGAED, 

General, Commanding. 

[Inclosnre A.] 

Heai>qxjartebs Army oe the Mississippi, 

Corinth^ Miss.^ April 21,1862. 

Oapt. D. B. Harris, 

Oliief Engineer^ Viclcshurg, Miss>: 

Captain: Understanding that there are no points sufficiently high 
on the river between Memphis and Vicksburg which could be fortified 
for the defense of the Mississippi I have concluded to construct some 
defensive works on the bluffs at or about Vicksburg, for which purpose 
you will make a careful re(iOimaissance of that locality. From what I 
am told I should think the bluftb immediately above that city, not far 
jfrom where a small stream empties into the river, would be a ])roper 
point for said works, provided it is not commanded by surrounding 
heights within 3 miles. A lower battery, with four or five guns, might 
be so located as to defend the entrance of the Yazoo lliver and the 
small stream above mentioned, provided said battery can be protected 
by the guUwS of the upper w^ork; otherwise the entrances into these two 
branches of the Mississippi must be obstructed by rafts, piling, or other¬ 
wise. 

Another important consideration is that the ])eniiisula o])posite Vicks¬ 
burg should not be susceptible* of being canalled across from the river 
above to the river below for the ])jissuge of the enemy^s boats b(*yond 
the reach of the guns of the fort 

Should the locality admit or* su<J!i a canal beyond range of said guns, 
another inclosed battery of four or live guns will have to be const ni(*i<*d 
below Vicksburg to command the ground ov(‘r whicli said canal might 
be made. 

The plans and })rofiles of these works must lx* left to .\our own Judg¬ 
ment and to tlie nature of the ground on which tiny are to lx* hxiated. 
Their armament will eonsist of ten or twelve S-in(*Ii and 10-inch guns; 
fifteen 42-pouiulers; three 24-poun<l(‘rs, and sev(‘ral mortars, with a 
dozen field rifle guns and luilf a dozen 34-p()ini(h*i* howitzers, those* bejig 
all the guns we can spare at present for the (letens(*(>f thi* liver at that 
point. The total garrison will eonsist of al)()nt o,000 iii(*ti. 1'li(*re 
should be ample si)aco in those works for magazin<‘s, trav(*rses in <‘very 
direction, held bomb-proofs, a store-house, and eist(*nis. 

Actg. Oapts. John M. Reid and-Patterson, also Aetg. Lieut. 

John H. Reid, have been ordered to rei)ort to you for tlx* constnietiou 
of these works. The two Reids (father and son) L am well acxpiainted 
with, and they were for years eniidoyed l)y me in tlx* <*onstructiori of 
my forts in Louisiana. They are very reliable, j)ractical men, and will 


Not founU. 
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be of much assistance to you. The other gentleman I am not person¬ 
ally acquainted with. 

Colonel Autry, military commander of Vicksburg, has been ordered 
to afford you all the assistance in his power in the collection of men 
and materials for the construction of said works. About 1,000 negroes 
have been ordered to report to you, with their tools, &c., immediately, 
but should you not be able to procure them otherwise you will impress 
them at once. 

You must put forth all your energy to complete these works as soon 
as practicable and report their progress every week. 

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BBAUEEGAED, 

General, Commmd'mg, 


Headquartees Stjb-Militaet District of Hoijston, 

Beaumont, Tex., September 26,1862. 

Oapt. C. M. Mason, 

Acting Assistemt Adjutant-General, &c.: 

Captain : I reached this place yesterday at 3 p. m. with 743 men of 
Elmore’s regiment. 

Please find herewith Colonel Spaight’s report* on the late events at 
Sabine Pass. I concur with him in the belief thdt a large force could 
have done no more than Major Irvine’s command, having no guns of 
sufficient range to answer those of the enemy. The engine a,nd rolling 
stock on the Sabine Pass Eailroad are all safe. I have received infor¬ 
mation (not very reliable) that the enemy landed a force TOriously esti¬ 
mated at from 15 to 100 men, who hoisted the United States flag at 
Sabine Pass and signified their will to procure beeves, by purchase or 
otherwise, promising the inhabitants, whose number has been consid¬ 
erably reduced by death and escape, that they would not harm them- it 

not interfered with by us. , ^ t 

I sent upon my arrival some scouts, whose return I expect some time 
to-dav. I intend also to reconnoiter the country between here and Sa- 
bine Pass on tlie railroad, represented to me to be the only ronte by 
which jiccess can be had through the marshes that surround that place. 

Colonel Bpaight’s command is reunitmg fast upon the °ews m the 
presence of the enemy. I will send his mounted men to drive off the 
beeves from the nei|hborhood of Sabine Pass. I shall also seud to 
Orange a company or two of infantry to protect the railroad and several 
hundred bales of cotton deposited there from forays by small parties 
up the river. I believe, if the reports of the scouts and 
sanco 1 intend to make confirm reporte 
battalion will be sufficient to resist the enemy he 

un the river. 1 would then return to Houston with n-i 

more’s regimeiit, the detachment of Griffin’s battalion, and 

battery, whose services may be required ^auentlv the 

Sliould it turn out that the enemy will hold pemauenTi^y rue 


feee p. 144. 
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volunteered to accompany me, says he can do it at a small expense and 
with little labor. I would respectfully request the general to give mo 
his views on the subject. I could perhaps drive off the enemy from the 
bay by using the guns of long range now at Ilouston, but to do this it 
would be necessary to throw up a work of fortiffcation and to make 
platforms resting upon a solid foundation, all of which would have to 
be accomplished within range of the enemy’s guns, exposing for several 
days the working parties and the troops protecting them to a fire which 
they could not answer. Lieut. Ool. A. Smith, of the Independent 
Texas Infantry, is with me. His experience has already been very 
useful to me. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBKAT, 

Colonel^ Comdg. Sxib-Military District of Hoimton, 

P. S.—Several residents of Sabine Pass, sick with yellow fever, ar¬ 
rived here yesterday. I requested the j)rovost-inarshal to restrict the 
intercourse of the persons who nurse them to the lower portion of the 
town, where they have found shelter. 


Headquarters Sub-Military District of Houston, 

SomtOHj Tex.j (iepfemher 28, 1862. 

Oapt. 0. M. Mason, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sib: I have the honor to re])ort that i have nqurned to-day from 
Beaumont with Elmore’s regiment and th<‘ detaclinuuit oi* (irillin’s bat¬ 
talion. Wilson’s battery had no transportation, but, shall return to¬ 
morrow. Prom a reconnaissance made personally down to near the 
terminus of the Sabine l^iss Eailroad (2.1 miles iroiii tlui town), and 
from information received through scouts wlio ixun^trated into tin* town, 
I have satisfied myself that two scliooncrs— oik* MO tons bnrdtm, armed 
with two 32-pouu(lers and one, mortar gun, and th(‘ otlH*r 120 tons bur¬ 
den, carrying two 32-pounders and one 20-pound(n* Parrott, gun—are 
lying at anchor within the bay and shut coinpI(d(‘l> llie Pass. No i)er- 
inanent landing has been made and none wjll proi)abIy b(‘ made, owing 
to yellow fever, which is still raging. Each sehooinn* lias r>0 men on 
board. I have stationed the two mounted e()ini)ani(‘s of Spaight’s bat¬ 
talion between Beaumont and Sabine Pass at a ])()int IVoin which they 
can watch the movements of the enemy in the ba> and bring promiit 
intelligence to Beaumont and ()raiig(\ Tiieir orders ai‘e to drive off 
the herds of cattle from the vicinity of the bay, to push ri(M|n(‘n( seonis 
to the town of Sabine in order to watch tln‘ inlialiitants, and to re(*,eive 
information to endeavor to cut off enemas j>ai(i(\s vvlio ma> al tempi to 
land to imocure beeves. Th(» section of aililh*r> of Spaighl’s battalion 
is stationed at a bend of the Neehez, witli two 32 ponndms, at 12 inih‘s 
from Beaumont. Owing to the short distance from which th(‘.^ can b<‘ 
fired at by the enemy he will not have the advantage of long rang(‘. 
One company of Spaight’s battalion (infantry) is order(*(l to tak<‘ station 
at Orange to protect the railroad and shipping and to giv<‘ aid to the 
provost-marshal if needed. Another comiiany is statioiu'd nearP>ean- 
mont to protect the railroad bridgeI liave* ordered the jirovost-mar- 
shal at Orange to require the owmn-s of cotton at Orange^ or then* 
agents to remove it within one N\<‘ek la\\ond rea<*h ot' th<^ <*nemy, w'ith 
warning that should the} fail to do so it shall b(‘ removcMl by him at 
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their expense, the cotton being security for the cost of reniovaJ. I 
ordered him also to cause all the shipping at or below Orange to move 
as far up the river as possible and not to suffer any navigation down 
the river except for good reasons, and only by persons whose fidelity 
to our Government is beyond doubt. Should the enemy approach all 
the cotton at Orange must be destroyed. Some inhabitants of Sabine- 
town convalescent from yellow fever have succeeded in breaking the 
quarantine and found shelter in the lower part of Beaumont. I ordered 
the provost-marshal at Beaumont to place that portion of the town in 
quarantine. 1 doubt, however, the efficiency of that measure, and 
apprehend that the disease will spread over the whole town. If so, the 
trains are ordered not to stop at Beaumont. I have forbidden the 
transportation of cotton to any point on the Few Orleans Eailroad from 
Houston. Having full confidence in the judgment and activity of Lieu- 
tenant-Oolonel Spaight, an excellent officer, and believing that for the 
present his battalion is more than sufficient to check the enemy on land, 
I have ordered the troops I had taken with me to Beaumont to return 
to their stations, and to keep in readiness to move at short notice should 
their presence be required at any point of the coast. I cannot praise 
too highly the promptness with which the railroad companies supplied 
me with means of transportation. I received information upon my 
return that the blockading -steamer at Galveston left her station two 
days ago and has not returned. I made mention above of orders given 
me to the provost-marshal. In this, as in former instances, my order, 
although peremptory, in order to cover their responsibility and to assume 
it upon myself, had to be accompanied by letters requesting them to 
obey it, because they are compelled to obey the orders of General Bee 
alone. I would respectfully submit to the consideration of the general 
commanding whether it would not be expedient for certain purposes to 
place them under the orders of the commander of this sub-district when 
prompt action is required. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBRAT, 

Oolonel^ Oommanding Sub-Military District of Somton, 


Houston, Tex., September 28,1862. 
General P. O. nitjBEKT, San Antonio, Tex.: 

General : Allow me to address you directly, to inform you that your 
negroes are nil safe. I saw some of them, who appear to be in good 
health and satisfied. 1 made with Mr. Gentry arrangements for their 
removal in case of the approach of the enemy. 1 have returned from 
Beaumont to-day witli th(‘troops I had taken there, except Wilson’s 
battery, for whieli there was no trauvsportatioii. He will bo back here 
the day after to-morrow. I send by this mail an ollicial report* on the 
state of ailairs at Sabine Pass up to the 26th in the evening. Since 1 
went on th(‘ railroad down to the terminus where the two schooners 
could l)(^ s(Hm vmy plainly. They have hoisted no fiag at Sabine Pass 
nor do th(‘y show'their colors; for the purpose, I suppose, of deluding 
soim^ of om* \ essels on their return trip. 1 hope, liowever, they shall 
be dee(‘i\ed in Iheir (‘xpectation, for Mr. Mott has at the Pass a signal 
agent who w ill inlbrin them of the danger. 1 could, had 1 wished some 

^ See p. 143. 
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newspaper notoriety, have bagged some of the Federals by lying in am. 
bush with some of Colonel Spaight’s cavalry, if they had attempted as 
was probable, to steal beeves; but I thought that Colonel Spaight was 
up to the task, and that my presence might be required here for some 
other purpose. 

The steamship stationed at G-alveston left two days ago for parts un¬ 
known, and is probably at some mischief. 1 had transmitted to you 
officially two months ago a report * of Major Kellersberg upon the inef¬ 
ficiency of the works of defense at Sabine J'ass and recommending some 
improvements and modifications. I hav’c reasons to believe that that 
report has not been submitted to you. I regret it, for the place might 
perhaps have been put in a condition of defense if Major Kellersbe^’s 
suggestions had been acted upon. I ordered the provost-marshal at 
Orange to cause all the cotton there (over 750 bales) (o be removed or 
destroyed if the enemy approaches and to order all the shipping at or 
below Oi’auge to move as far up the river as possible. I have stationed 
one company of infantry at Beaumont and one at Orange for the pro¬ 
tection of the railroad and shipping, but 1 have no artillery. 1 warned 
.the people of Sabine that should they be known to have traded with 
the enemy I would withhold from them the sui>i)lieH heretofore sold to 
them by the commissary while they are in (luaiantine. J'llmore’s regi¬ 
ment has an excellent comi) 08 ition of men, but is poorly oflicered. Ju 
fact they have no notions of di8cii)line or military instruction. I could 
never imagine that a set of men could lx* tm-rified as they were by a 
remote ai)prehcnsion of the yellow fever. 1 was so harassed by the 
objections and remonstrances of the li(‘utenanf-<-olonel in command at 
my taking them so close to an inf<*eted i)laee that 1 was eomjxdled to 
forbid him to mention the word yellow fe\-er before nu*. 

Captain Chubb, who will hand you this letter, and ('apt. Leon 
Smith believe that they would be able to destroy the bl(H;kadin<>- 
schooners at tlabine Pass if they were allowixl to put the two rilled guns 
now lying idle at Houston on board of river boats which are at Ora^igi'. 
Being totally unamiuaiuted with naval matters, J dare not trust tomy 
judgment, and submit their idan to your eonsideratioii. 

I would wish in some instances'to mhlress you diri'ctly on mat¬ 
ters of public service which nxpiire a prompt decision troiii you, and 
which arc sometimes delayed by pressure of bnsin(‘ss.in tin' iidju- 
tant-generaPs office, and resiiecttully solicit ]x‘rmission to do so in the 
future. 

Hoping that you will excuse me, in this ea.se, when a letlin- com¬ 
menced with private mat t(Ts has (b*g( m*r.it(‘d into a s<*mi official com 
munication, 1 have the honor to be, \(‘rv resix-ctliillv, \onr obedient 
servant, 

-x. n. I)I<:i!i;av. 


■L’-y--Bloase find herewith a lettm-,! which will inlorm yon of the 
state of feeling among the people of Sabine Ptiss. The immes men¬ 
tioned in it should remain secret, for the interest of t he jiart ies eoiiceriied 
and the public service. The man Pennington, w lio.se name is meiilioiied 
111 the letter, was muster of a boat at Sabine Pa.ss, and is said to be 
thoroughly acquainted with tint wtitm’s ot tlie Sabim* and Necln*/, He 
was suspected of having allowed Ids boat to be taken in P.eiwiek P.av 
at the beginuiug of the blockade and had not Ix'cn lieaid of since, 'l 
am informed by one ol the seoiits ot* (Joloiiel Spai^Jit that of the 

*See Rorios I, A^)l. IX, p. 729. 
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schooners has two 32-pounders and one mortar and the other two 32- 
pounders and one 20-pounder Parrott. The guns are supposed by 
Major Irvine to be rifled. They have each 50 men on board. If the 
enemy intends to keep the two schooners permanently inside of the 
bay it will become impossible for our vessels to run out. If so, I sub¬ 
mit to your consideration whether it would not be advisable to throw 
obstructions at the mouths of the Sabine and Nechez, to prevent the 
enemy from using them for carrying on his depredatory expeditions. 


Headquarters District of the Mississippi, 

Jackson^ Miss.^ Septemher 30, 1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Siohmond, Ya.: 

General : I have had the honor to receive a moment since'yours of 
September 23, and proceed to reply: 

You say that Major-General Taylor has already been assigned by 
the President to the very responsible duties referred to therein. To 
this I reply that this is the first information or intimation from any 
source whatever I have received on the subject. Major-General Taylor 
having been assigned to the Trans-Mississippi command, and this not 
being within his military jurisdiction, I have had no personal and but 
little ofllcial intercourse with him, none touching the plan which I had 
the honor to submit. You turther say, ^‘the Secretary is at a loss to 
understand wliy Brigadier-Geueral Buggies, who commands the Dis¬ 
trict of Mississippi, should propose to interfere with the authority vested 
in Maior-General Taylor.” To this I reply that on or about the 26th 
day or June last I was assigned to the command of East Louisiana, 
it being District No 1 of the four sub-districts comprised within the 
District of the Mississippi, commanded by Major-General Van Dorn. 
District No. 1 embraces all that part of Louisiana lying east ot the 
Mississippi Kiver, within which the city of New Orleans is located. 
About the Isb of the current month I was transferred from the com¬ 
mand of the Sub-District No. 1 to the command of the District ot the 
Mississippi, comprising the four sub-districts, without change ot lim¬ 
its. The honorable Secretary of War will pr 9 bably perceive that so tar 
from my having transgressed the proper limits of niy militaiy duties 
r have been prompt in meeting their supposed obliptions, and that n 
there has been any violations of official ® 

part. The city of New Orleans being within the Distiict of the Missis- 
sipjii comes within my jurisdiction, and not within that [ 

Tavlor, of the Trans-Mississippi District, who, 1 am non toi the hist 
time informed, has been assigned by the President to tiie ycu’j 

sible duty referred to. The telegram sent ?thl Goi^ru- 

to a sugg^estion, and if the agent.s are disloyal the plans ot the Goiei 

meut arc at llicii niciciy. j, j. i ^ cou- 

Those j.laiii facts ought to h.ave protected me from of 

veyed in the Secretary’s letter, and I now submit that his seu=,e oi 

justice should induce its prompt recall. *i.ic/innimmiipation with- 

1 cannot permit myself to close my reply to «ommuincatio i wim 
life most 

Brigadier-General 
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Special Okdbbs, ) Adjotant-Genebal’s Oppioe, 

ITo. 132. ) Austin, Tex., September 30, 1862. 

Such State troops as may have been or may be called into active 
service by Brig. Gen. W. Hudson, Texas State Troops, in the Twenty- 
first Brigade, for the protection of the northwestern frontier, will be 
reported immediately to the general commanding this military depart¬ 
ment, and such troops from the date of their entry into such service 
will be subject to the orders of the department commander until further 
orders. 

By order of Gov. P. R. Lubbock: 

J. Y. DASHIELL, 
Adjutant amd Inspector General. 


Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. Disi. Tex., ISfEvy Mex., aud Aeiz., 
liTo. 264.* ) Saline Pass, September 30,1863. 

« * « «c 

II. Information having reached the major-general commanding that it 
was the intention of a small portion of this garrison to leave their colors 
and go to their homes because they had heard of the invasion of the 
northern frontier of the State by the Federals and Indians, the major- 
general commanding announces that no such invasion has taken place, 
but, on the contrary, that he has received information, much more rapid 
and direct than could possibly have been obtained by any one else, to 
the effect that the enemy has been driven back towanj Forts Smith and 
Gibson, and that there is no cause of uneasiness whatever at this mo¬ 
ment. 

He takes this occasion, however, to say to the good men of this conii- 
mand that they must not be misled by the base cowards, who use these 
means but as a pretext to induce brave men to e.over their cowardi(io 
on the plea of relieving their families at hom(\ 

When a country is invaded if every man left his regiment to go 
home to protect his family tlie Army would soon be dissolved and the 
country and every family in it wouhl become an easy x)r(\v to a who 
openly declares that you shall not inhabit, the land on wliich yon dw(‘ll 
except as slaves. That such a bas(‘ and despicable d(\sign should hav(‘ 
been entertained at all, and especially on the spot made sacv(‘d and 
historic by the most, brilliant aclii(‘\(‘inent of the war, is almost i)ast 
belief, and that any considerable ])ortion of his troops would hesitate 
to inflict the most dire and summary ])unislini(‘nt on th<‘ dastards and 
traitors that would aUein])L to carry out sindi a d(‘sign tin*, major-gen¬ 
eral commanding scorns to belicwe. Those who dare*, on this or any 
other pretext whatever, to leave their colors shall lx* shot without 
mercy, and the commanding general will not insult the i)atriolism a-iid 
loyalty, the intelligence and the bravery, of his nuai by (‘iitertaining a 
doubt of their readiness to obey Jiis orders for tin* excxaition of such 
miscreants. 

It is also represented tliat some craven-hearted oibcers have* spoken 
disparagingly of the war, and that a few cowardly traitors in tlui ranks 
have said the only way to end it is for the soldiers to go lionn*. None 
but those who feel that they are the basest of (mwards and fear that it 
will be known to tln*,ii‘ coinra<l<‘s in the day of battle (*V(‘r f(*el or (‘xjmess 
such sentiments. 

The commanding general calls upon oflicers and men of this ai in;^ — 


Misplaced. 
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SO remarkable for its gallantry and readiness rr.^>^+ +*>« 

those few exQeptions but serve to heiVE+nn the enemy that 

aon-to brinKt OBce to h“ ‘t SSf 3* 

duct subversive of good order and militarv 

aid aud comfort to the enemy, in order^Lt they £j®brpuShS°if 

the severest manner, and that thev mav ho ^^iJrTl ® P™^®hed m 

houoiaMe moo, to uko tioir 

shall be published to their countrTmen for 

the latest posterity branded with ffim/as the AiSoSs^^arevSS 

the^most righteous and the most just that a proplthSetSSSS 


xxgutcuuB ana rne most just that a people has ever inauffurati^ 
Forbearance has already ceased to be a4tue, and t?e S2SS 

IZlS^ »the?wo?dofSf 

By command of Maj. Gen. Bankhead Magrnder: 

STEPHEN b. TAJfOET, 
Assista/nt Adjutamt-G-enerdL 


^DERS,) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Opeioe, 

^ Alexandria, S^tmher 30,1862. 

longer necessity for the militia of the parishes of 
La Fourche, Terre Bonne, Assumption, Saint Mary’s, Saint Martin’s 
Ascension, Saint James, Saint John Baptist, and Saint Charles, the 
same is hereby disbanded, and will be, on receipt of this order, ordered 
to their respective homes. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief; 

M. GEIYOT, 

Adjutant and Imj^ector General JLoidsia^ian 


Headquarters Sibley’s Brigade, 

Marshall, Tex., October 1, 1862. 

Hon. George W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War, Bichmond, Ya.: 

Sir : J have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi¬ 
cation* of September 1, instructing me in certain contingencies to re¬ 
port with my brigade to Major-General Taylor, in Louisiana. I have, 
ill accordance with your desire, addressed a communication to General 
Hdbert, commanding the Department of Texas, desiring him to inform 
me whether or not the State of Texas was in imminent peril of invasion. 
Meanwhile I have ordered the reassembling of my regiments preparatory 
to a rapid march in the direction of New Iberia, the point indicated by 
General Taylor. 

£ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. SIBLEY, 
Brigadm-General, Commanding. 


Not found. 
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Headquabtees Stjb-Militabt Disteiot of Houston, 

Houston, Tex., October 1, 1862. 

Oapt. Samuel Boyeb Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, <&e.: 

Sib: I received a report from Beaumont, stating that on Saturday, 
26th instant, in the evening, the Federals came with two launches, 
about 60 in number, inside of Taylor’s Bayou and attemi)ted to destroy 
the railroad bridge. Their attempt was unsuccessful; the bridge was 
repaired in two hours. They an-esfed three men who lived near the 
bridge, probably to exact information from them. The bridge is now 
guarded. I shall send Major Kelletsberg to Beaumont and Orange to 
erect a field work for the protection of the bridge at Beaumont and to 
command at Orange the navigation of the river. I must protect from 
an attack Niblett’s Bluif, which is our great thoroughfare to Louisiana. 
Troops ought to be stationed there, but I have no infantry to send, and 
besides it is situated in Louisiana. If I can do no better I shall use 
at Beamnont and Orange three mortars which are here, although these 
pieces can be of little advantage against a moving object like a launch. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBEAY, 

Colonel, Commanding SvJ)-Military District of Houston, 

P. S.—^The yellow fever is reported at Matagorda. 


Special Obdebs, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneiial’s Office, 

No. 73. ) Jiichmond, Va., October 1,1863. 

I. The State of Mississippi and that ])art of Louisiana east of the 
Mississippi Eiver is constituted a separate military department, the 
command of which is assigned to Maj. Gen. Jolin 0. Pemberton. 
*•«**«• 


By order: 


S. (JOOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Abstract from Monthly Iiej)orf of ike District of lUsirni Louisianu , < ommanded by Maj 
Gen . B . Taylor , October {htadquarters llrxandna , La .). 


Troops. 


Pi pBtnl foi 
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Infantry. CaMih^ Aitilloiy 
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Cavalry. 

Artillery. 
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Grand total. 

_ 1_ (, H).l 

ii 2 lj,c:n 8.{ u iiKj 

1 

4, 007 

840 


[Special] Oedebs, \ Militaey Dbpaetment op Texas, 

^o. 20. ) Galveston, Tex., October 2, 1862. 

Galveston Island, Virginia Point, and adjacent bay coast, and the 
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peninsula of Bolivar shall constitute one command, and be styled the 
Military District of Galveston, Department of Texas. 

By command of Brig. Gen. P. O. Hubert: 

GEO. E. WILSON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Jackson, Miss., October 3,1862. 


General S. Ooopee: 

The following has just been received: 


PoBT Hudson, La., Oatoler 2,1862. 

General Buoolbs: 

The French vice-consul, who is just from New Orleans, informs our captain (Girard) 
that General Butler has received a re-enforcement of 8,000 men. 

W. E. MILES, 
Colonel, Commaniling. 


DANIEL ETJGGLE8, 

Brigadier- General. 


Heabquaetees Disteiot of the Mississippi, 

Jackson, Miss., October 3,1862. 

General S. Ooopee, 

Adjutant and Inspector General G. 8. Army, Richmond, Ya.: 

Sib : I have the honor to state that voluntary enlistment and the con¬ 
scription have taken into the military service of the country such a 
large proportion of the active freemen of this district, including the 
owners of slaves and other persons engaged in their management, that 
many plantations with numerous slaves are being left without the ordi¬ 
nary and necessary control of the white man, and daily applications are 
made to mo to detail or to authorize the retention of proper persons to 
superintend them. Pernicious influences have already been manifested 
upon m any of th ese plantations, and it is perhaps not without reason that 
fears are entertained of some serious disturbance in the sections most 
densely populated by the servile race, which are in most cases approach¬ 
able by navigable streams. Having no authority myself to provide the 
needed and adequate remedy for such a state of affairs, I am constrained 
to bring the subject to the attention of the War Department because 
of the large and grave interests at present and prospectively involved, 
especially should there be opportunity for the execution to any extent 
of the recently enunciated purpose of the Federal Gov^nment with 
reference to our slaves. The magnitude of this interest ^ithm tins dis¬ 
trict is such that some speedy remedy and indicated line ot future policy 
seemed to be iiniieratively demanded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serv^g),^^ rXJGGLES, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


Jackson, Miss., October 7,1862. 

Brigadier-General Blanohaed, Monroe, La.: 

General Van Dorn attacked the enemy and drove him ftom the in- 
trenchments at Corinth on the 3d instant. The enemy havmg been 
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re-enforced on the 4th, our army fell back toward Kipley on the 5th. 
Our loss reported heavy. The enemy reported making an expedition 
from New Orleans, 4,000 strong, against Donaldsonville and district 
surrounding. 

Forward to Major-General Taylor. 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 

Brigadier ‘ Ghneral. 


Hbadqttabters District of the Mississippi, 

Jackson^ Miss,^ October 8 , 1862. 

His Excellency John J. Pettus, 

Governor of Mississijgpi: 

Governor : I have the honor to request that you will furnish all the 
available State troops along the northern border of the State, as well 
as along the Mississippi Eiver as far as the southern boundaiy, to co¬ 
operate with the Confederate forces in those sections. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General^ 0. S. Army, 


Headquarters First District of Texas, 

San Antonio^ Tex.^ October 8, 1862. 
Hon. GeorGtE W. Eandolph, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt lo-day of your com¬ 
munication, dated June 17,1862,* inclosing copy of letter of Mr. W. W. 
Frizzell, complaining of outrages coininitted by Carter’s brigade, and to 
inform you that information of a similar nature from ])rivate sources, 
and also from the Governor of Louisiana, reached these headfiuarters in 
regard to outrages committed by Carter’s brigade. At that time tlie 
brigade could not be reached in the Departimuit of Texas, as it was near 
or beyond the Eed Eiver, on its march northward, und(‘r orders from 
Major-General Van Doni, 1 inclose copy of letter to (\>loneI Carter, 
directing him to investigate into the math^r and to ])reier the ])ro])er 
charges, laying them before Major-General Hindman. A stringent 
order was immediately published, of which please find a (*opy inclosed. 

I have the honor further to remark that it has Ixmmi fouiul impossible 
to control these independent corps, raised by ])ersoiis under dirc^et an 
thority from Eichmond and with orders to report to sona* <*ominaiKl or 
general outside of the Department of Texas. Tlies(‘ <>tii(‘ers had no 
orders to report to the general eoininanding tliis de]>artinent, and vme 
in fact independent organizations within it andaeting muhu* sn])(‘rior 
orders. Still, all outrages upon juivate property would ha\e b(*t‘u sum 
marily punished could the parties have betui reached. No charges of 
the kind have ever been jireferred against the ti<)()])s piojxu* of the D(* 
partment of Texas. The letter of Mr. Frizzell will be imiiu*diately tor 
warded to Major-General Holmes at Little Eoek, iu‘ar which i)()iiit^ 
Carter’s brigade is now supposed to be stationed, althougli I have no 
information of the movements of the brigade after it leifc the limits of 
this State. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient siTvaiit, 

P. O. HEBEET, 

_ Brigadier-Generalj Provisional Army. 

^ Communicatioii txom the Secretary of Wax not found. 
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[Inelosiire Ho. 1.] 


Alto, Ohbeokee County, Tei., 

Ma/y 16,1862. 

Hon. John H. Eeagan, 

Postmaster-Qeneralj G. 8. A., Biolmond, Va.: 

1)eab Sir : I have to acknowledge receipt of your official report, 
which came to hand a few days since, and for which I am very grate¬ 
ful and much pleased. But I fear from present indications, with the 
Pederals in possession of the Mississippi Eiver, that in ffitore all mail 
facilities between Eichmond and this country will be cut off for a 
time. We have varied rumors of a great victory for our forces in Vir¬ 
ginia and at Corinth, but for want of through mails all rests on rumor. 
Although I am now writing you yet doubt whether it wiU be able to 
reach you 5 but at all hazards will risk it running the blockade in order 
that I may, through you, call the attention of the Government at Eich¬ 
mond to the fact that notorious outrages are at this time being practiced 
in the way of plunder (through this section) from good citizens by an 
armed party of the citizens of Texas, professing to be Confederate 
soldiers and under the command of one Colonel Carter, from Hempstead, 
near Houston j but all of those professing to be officers acknowledge 
themselves void of any commissions authorizing them to draw on the 


Government for supplies; but notwithstanding they are marching east¬ 
ward slowly with a forces of from 1,600 to 3,000 men, remaining in 
each neighborhood just long enough to ravage the corn-cribs and 
smoke-houses of the defenseless surrounding country 5 and even the 
defenseless widow meets with no mercy at their hands, as I am cred¬ 
ibly informed. They on yesterday, with ax and sledge-hammer, broke 
into the smoke-house and corn-crib of Judge Baxter, near the Kechez 
(with whom you are acquainted), and took therefrom a quantity of 
corn and meat, as I am credibly informed, and that against the wishes 
and kind remonstrances of the judge and family. They offer pay at 
their own price by draft on some individual at city of Houston, and 
in all probability an irresponsible character. They on yesterday made 
their boasts that they found an old widow lady in possession of only 
280 pounds of bacon 5 they took half. The good citizens left at 1^^^ 
for the protection of families of^ those gone to the war are in perfect 
dread for selves and families, and know not what may come next. In¬ 
stead of our own citizens being a protection they have become our hourly 
dread, and while I write I have seen them prowling about from house 
to house, evidently seeking whom they may devour ^®^t. I trust 
vour Government will take immediate notice of such conduct, and tate 
measures for a speedy suppression of all such unlawful and unwarrant¬ 


able conduct. 

Tour friend and obedient servant. 


W. W. FEIZZELL. 


[Indorsements.] 

BespectfuUyreferredtotheSecretaryofWar. Mr. Frizzell, the writer, 

is a respectable citizen. ^ EEAGAF, 

Postmaster- General. 

Refer copy to Brigadier-General Hubert, Texas, aad calHor^epOTt. 
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[Inolosure Ko. 2.] 

Hdqbs. Trans-Miss. District South of Eeu Eiyer, 

8an Antonio, Tex., July 12,1862. 

Ool. M. 0. Manning, 

Aide-de-Camp, Opelo'iisas, La.: 

Sir : I am directed by the general commanding to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication * of 1st instant in regard to offenses com¬ 
mitted by Taylor and others of Colonel Wilkes^ command, and includ¬ 
ing affidavit of John Pellevaijo, and to say that instructions have been 
given to bring the offenders to speedy trial, and orders issued to prevent, 
as tar as possible, any recurrence of such outrages, copies of which are 
herewith inclosed. The general commanding deeply regrets that such 
violations of all laws should have been committed by any troops of his 
command. It is proper to state that the regiment of Colonel Wilkes is 
a portion of a mounted force raised by Colonel Carter under direct 
authority from the War Department, and only within a few days re¬ 
ported to these headquarters in compliance with General Orders, Ko. 
1 ,* of June 18 ultimo. 1 am further directed to request that you will, 
as soon as possible, collect all evidence necessary to a strict prosecution, 
prepared in such shape a^s may be used on trial before a court-martial, 
and forward same to the assistant adjutant-general of Major-General 
Hindman at Little Eock and a copy to these headciuarters. 

««««### 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. M. MASON, 

Captain and Acting AnsUiant Adjutant‘General. 

[IncloBUie No. 2 ] 

Hdqrs. Trans-Miss. District South of Ekd Eivkr, 

8(in Antonio^ Tex,, July 12, 1862. 

Col. G. W. Carter, 

Gomdg., 6:0, [care of Major-General Hindman), Little Jtocl', Ark,: 

Sir : I am dire(*ted by the general eominauding to inclose a (*o])y of 
a communication* from the Governor of Louisiana ami to call >our 
immediate attention to the outrages therein referr(Ml to, committed, as 
alleged, by officers of your eomiiiand, and to instruct yon to liavc^ the 
.same promptly investigated ; to pla(*e any otlieer ther<‘^^ itli eoniMH5t(‘(l 
in arrest until charges and speciJticatious (wliicli you will (*aus(‘ to be 
prepared without delay) are laid before Major-General Hindman for Ids 
orders. E am further directed to instruct >ou to tak(‘ s[)ee<l.^ nuNisures 
to prevent any recurrence of such outrages. Th(‘ charges iind sj)(*eiti- 
cations against Colonel Gillespie, riderred to ;vou from tlu^si^ liea(i(iiiar- 
ters June 17 ultimo, will also belaid (buKTul Hindman lor his 

orders. 

1 have the honor to be, very resj)ectfull\, your o])(‘(li(‘nt sen-vant, 

G. M. MASON, 

Captain and Acting Aanistant Adjutant-General, 

[Inclosuio No. 4 1 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. T.-Miss. Dist. S. Eed 

No. 11, ) 8an Antonio, Tex,, July 11, 1862. 

I. With much concern the general commanding this district has 


Not found. 
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learned that officers of the Confederate Army have, upon divers occa¬ 
sions, seized and appropriated the private property of good and loyal 
citizens. That officers in the service should perpetrate such outrage¬ 
ously illegal acts would seem incredible were it not for the irrefeagable 
proofs furnished. Such conduct is in direct violation of all law, of the 
Eegulations and Articles of War, and unbecoming an officer and a gen¬ 
tleman. 

II. Any officer guilty of such conduct shall be promptly arrested by 
the nearest officer, whether he ranks him' or not, charges preferred 
against him, tried by court-martial, and have inflicted upon him the 
severest punishment under the Articles of War and the law martial. 
By order of Brig. Gen. P. O. Hubert: 

C. M. MASON, 

Captain, and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters First District of Texas, 

San Antonio, Tex., October 8,1862, 

Ool. X. B. Dbbrat, 

Commanding, &e., Houston, Tex. : 

Sir : The information received from you in regard to the attack on 
Galveston leaves the general commanding in doubt as to the result. If 
compelled to evacuate Galveston before a superior force of the enemy 
you must distribute your forces in accordance with previous instruc¬ 
tions, so as to hold Virginia Point, the railroad bridge, the passages 
to Houston and into the interior (Dickenson’s Bayou, Buffalo Bayou, 
Tiiuity Eiver, &c.). The general confidently expects that none of the 
euns have been sacrificed, as it is important they should remain m our 
possession. You will therefore carrj' them off with you if compelled 
to evacuate under the circumstances mentioned above. Ton will spa 
vour reports by express. You will establish expresses to this point or 
to meet those from these headquarters; the excesses to exchange at 
Alk'vtoii. 1 inclose for your information copy of instructions to ALajor 
Miiiter, chief quartermaster, directing him to establish an 
tween this point and Alleyton. Major Moise is also directed to estab¬ 
lish an express from your headquarters to Alleyton, copy of which is 

inclosed. ^ ^ a 

By ordc of Brig. Qen. F. 0. 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Virginia Point, Tex., October 10,1862. 

O/ini Samuel Boyer Davis Oaptaia W/iffrton) •• 

SSSSStHSHS 

provost-marshal. What shall I do wit e ^ DEBBAY, 

/inJnnfL (Inmnumdina. 


Captain WHARTON: 

I cannot come to-day, but very probably 
morrow. 


I shall be at Houston to- 
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Special Oedbrs, t Adjt. aud Insp. General’s Office, 

2Sro. 237. ) Bicimond, Va., October 10,1862. 

#*«*•« « 

VI. Maj. Gen. J. B. Magrnder -will proceed to San Antonio, Tex., and 
relieve Brig. Gen. P. 0. Hdbert, in command of that district, reporting 
by letter to Major-General Holmes, commanding Trans-Mississippi De¬ 
partment. Brigadier-General Hdbert, on being relieved, will imme¬ 
diately proceed to report in person to Major-General Holmes. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Sub-Military District of Houston, 
Souston, Tex., October' 13,1862—10 a.tn. 
Oapt. Samuel Boyer Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, &c., Han Antonio, Tex.: 

Your dispatches, through Captain Mason, have been received. I 
hope that my reports will satisfy the general commanding that his 
views have been so far carried into execution. I must defer issuing 
the order for the court of inquiry concerning the. evacuation of Sabine 
Pass. Colonel Cook and Major Menard cannot now lx* spared. The 
expresses from 10 miles to 10 miles to San Antonio will Ix) organized 
at once. I have ordered one locomotive to be always in readiness here 
and one at Alleyton. J have done all 1 could for tin* ])rotection of the 
Nechez, Sabine, Trinity, and San Jacinto. The lesser streams are at¬ 
tended to. I regret to say that the guns at Fort Point and at the 
southern battery on Galveston island had been spiked Ix'lbn*. I knew 
anything of it. Please lind herewith a telegram just i'eceived from 
Colonel Cook. I send the 10-inch coluinbiad to Fort llf'bert. Colonel 
Cook says he can use it. May 1 not be below the task. All that z<'al 
and energy can do shall be <lone. 

Very respectfully, your obedient .S(‘rvant, 

X, 15. DEBliAY, 

Colonel, C'oi)ini(iii((in() t^ub-M Hilary District of Houston. 


(Iixiosuii ] 


Col. X. B. Debray : 


ViRGtxMA Point, Tex., October J.3, 1862. 


Colonel: All (piiet. Two of enemy’s vessels left the harbor this 
morning one. steamer, one sailing ve.ssel, .M\ scouts biing nu* word 
trom several citizens of the city that Captain' b’mislmw had iiiformod 
them that he would dc.stroy tlu- bridge this weeh, and tlial la* liad sent 
tor Wilson’s Zouaves to hold the citv. Will von .s.*nd the 10-inch co- 
lumbiad ? 

Respectfully, &c., 


JOB. J. COOK, 

Colonel. 


(^DBRs, \ Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Ad.ji'. Gen.’s Office, 

.No. 889. t Alexandria, October 13, 1802. 

1. Maj. Gen. John L. Lewis, commanding the State Militia, will, on 
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receipt of this order, disband the militia of the parishes of Saint Charles, 
Saint John Baptist, Saint Janies, Ascensiom Assumption, La Fonrche, 
Terre Bonne, Saint Mary’s, and Saint Martin’s, unless Brig, Gen. 
Alfred Martin [Mouton], 0. S. Army, and in his absence Col. "W. G. 
Vincent, 0. S. Army, demands that a portion thereof or the -whole be 
retained in service, in which event the portion so required shall remain 
in the service until no longer needed by the Confederate officer in com¬ 
mand. The Militia so retained shall be turned over to the Confederate 
officer in command and be in the pay and subsistence of the Confed¬ 
erate States. 

m # « * * * • 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

M. GEIVOT, 

Adjutmt and Inspector General Zouisiana. 


Genbbax Orders, \ Hdqrs. Dept, op Miss, and East La., 
No. 1. ) Jackson, Miss., October 14,1862^ 


I. In compliance with instructions received from the War Depart¬ 
ment at Richmond, Va., the undersigned this day assumes command of 
the Department of Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana, including the 
forces intended to operate in Southwestern Tennessee. For the present 
headquarters of the department -will be at Jackson, Miss. 

il. Maj. J. E. Waddy, Adjutant-General’s Department, is announced 
as chief of staff and adjutant-general of the department, to whom all 
official communications intended for these headquarters will be ad¬ 


dressed. 


J. C. PEMBERTON, 

JAeutemnt-General, P. A. 0. S., Gommaniing Departmeni. 


CoRPDS Christi, Tex.. October 15, 1862. 

Mai. E. F. Gray, . . ^ , 

A. A. A. G; Sub-Military District of the B%o Grande: 

iSlR: In compliance -with Special Orders, No. 416, from headqu^ters 
(if this military district, I have strengthened and repaired the old baL 
tery on the north side of this city; constructed a traverse 60 ieet lon^ 
for'protection of its armament against any attempt to enfilade it from 
the nortli .side. The old platforms to the number of three have been 
nronerlv leveled and thoroughly repaired and two additional ones coii- 
SiTcted Fonniiece.s-one an 18-pounde^^ siege gun, one 1^-pounder 
,sL<>-e gun (both (in field carriages), and two 12 -poander ship gun^aie 
now nWnted in .said battery. A subterraneous nmgazine-G feet bj 6 
<ni(l well protected sufficiently large to hold ammunition for one day s 
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24-pouiider howitzers are at present luountetl iu this battery, which is 
designated on the sketch as B Fo. 2. On the bluff two batteries have 
been constnicted, entirely sunk into the ground, and using the face of 
the bluff to the thickness of GO feet as epaulement. In the battery near 
the flag-staff two 24-pounder siege guns on field carriages are mounted 
on very substantial platforms; a cistern of concrete, 50 yards in the 
rear, has been transformed into a well-protected magazine. This bat¬ 
tery is designated on the sketch as B No. 3. In the battery (B No. 4) 
on the bluff south of the city one long LS-pouiider, on a casemate car¬ 
riage of very clumsy construction, is mounted. The magazine is at 
the south end of the battery, entirely subterraneous, and perfectly pro¬ 
tected. I beg leave to suggest that a suitable barbette carriage be 
constructed for this piece, as it is very unmanageable in its present 
condition. 

In compliance with Special Orders, No. 417,1 have constructed a cause¬ 
way, on floating piles, across the bayou, separating the rincon from the 
main-land north of the city, it being impossible to obtain lumber of 
suitable dimensions for the construction of a bridge. The causeway 
is sufficiently wide and located iu such a i)lace as to enable cavalry and 
artillery to pass into the rincon -without having to traverse marshy 
ground and exposing them only for a very short distance to the fire 
from vessels in the bay. I had also received a verbal order from MaJ. 

^ E. E. Gray, then commanding officer at this post, to transform into a 
powder-magazine a lime-kiln, claimed by one James McMartin. Upon 
my commencing the work this ixn'vson objected to my taking ])ossession 
of the kiln unless T paid him $150, which lie considiuvd 1h(‘ value of 
his kiln. I reported this difficulty to C5aptaiu Willke, who had suc¬ 
ceeded Major Gray as commanding ollieer at this ])ost. Scv(U‘al con¬ 
versations were had about this matt(*r but no action taken. When 
Major Shea assumed the command at this jmst I again submitted 
this matter. We examin(‘d the liim^-kiln togeth(*r, and as tln^ price 
asked appeared exorbitant, and tlui size and shape of tln^ kiln insuffi¬ 
cient and unsuitable, it lias not liei^n taken possession of. 1 would 
recommend that a ikwv and substantial ])ow(h‘r'magazin(M>i‘ siillicient 
dimensions be constructed tlic‘cost orwiiich will nol s;>r>(). The 

lumber and most of the nails r(*<|uire(l for the const rmi ion of lli(‘ works 
hereinbefore enumerated had to be obtained in small (iuanlilics from 
diflerent persons, and by api>ropriating seviu'al iiiU)(a*u]>iiMl buildings, 
which was done with tli<‘ a]i])r<>val of tin* commanding oHiccr. Tin* 
statement herewith subinitt(*(l, and inark(‘<l(y shows lh(‘ arnoniit ol’ 
purchases made for this lairiiose and nMiiaining iiniiaid. Tli(‘ tools— 
such as spades, shovels, ])ick-ax(*s, «Ivc., u(‘(‘(*ssar\ for tlu* woik—I had 
to borrow on my owui jvsponsibilily from tin* ciliz(*iis ol' tliis town. 
Some of the articles have b(*en <l(*stroy(‘(l and a lew' stolen in tin* <*ours(* 
of the work, for which a c()in])(*nsation is duo them, as p(‘r statem(*nt 
herewith submitted, mark(‘(l 1).’' 

I beg herewith to submit a sketch* of the city or (Corpus (diristi and 
vicinity, showing the localities, the position oi’onr troops, and tin* (*ne- 
my’s vessels at different periods of the engag(*ineiit and the principal 
directions of their fire. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

FELIX A. BLUOIIim. 


* Not found. 
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Hdqes. Scb-Miutaet Disteiot op the Eio Geahhe, 

San Antonio, Tex., October 25,1862. 
Bespectfully forwarded to the general commanding for his informa¬ 
tion, with the request that a copy of the same may he sent to Eichmond. 
The sketch mentioned is inclosed. 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General, Provisional Army. 


Headqitaetbes Scb-Militaet Disteiot op Hohstoh, 

, Eonston, Tex., October 16 [16], 1862. 

Oapt. Samuel Botee Datis, 

AssistaMt Adjutcmt-General, &c., San Antonio, Tex.: ~ 

I have the honor to inclose to yon a letter* from His Excellency the 
Governor of the State to the general commandingj copy of a communi¬ 
cation directed to me by Capt. H. S. Lubbock, commanding State 
steamer Bayou City; copy of my communication in answer thereto; 
copy of letter written by me to Mr. W. M. Lubbock, in charge of ob¬ 
structions on the San Jacinto. These copies will acquaint the general 
commanding with my efforts to protect our waters in the East Bay. I 
ordered Captain Chubb to dismantle the light-houses on Half-Moon 
Shoal and Bed Fish Bar. Both of them have very spacious rooms, in 
which the enemy might station a lookout and guard to survey the Bast 
Bay at a considerable distance. Governor Lubbock has acquainted me 
with the order rescinding martial law in Texas, which he and our good 
citizens regret much. I shall carry martial law out, until otherwise in- 
stracted, between Houston and Port Hubert. Houston is my base of 
operations. All supplies and stores are derived from it. I must pre¬ 
vent the demoralizing effect of constant visits of citizens to our tooops 
at Virdnia Point. I must guard against spies and the desertion of 
citizens and negroes to the enemy. To do tto I Hjjjst l^ep control ovot 
the means of communication—boats and skiffs. The Governor is de¬ 
posed to take upon himself the responsibihty, but he mshes to confer 
^th the general commanding as to the means of carrying marhal law 
into effect along the coast from Orange to Eoma, on the Eio Grande. 
The whole coast should now be considered as bemg within our mihtary 

^’”Sionel Cook reports to-day (8.25 a. m.) nothing new. He sent last 
injyht a strong: reconnoitering party to Galveston, under Lieut, Col. J. J. 
Myers of Debray’s regiment, but the Federals had landed no forces. 
Ke find herewith a plan* of Port Hubert, with increased armament 
ITo changes have been made at Eagle Grove. I send also a chart ot 
Galveston Bay, on which the light-houses at Bed Pish Bar and Hal:^ 
Moon Slmal S marked with the pencil. I know little as yet of the 
1 'no- of scouts ulong the const. I sball send Lieu- 

working of the y inspect and link together the scouting parties 

Fort Ely. Major Menard is now 

SoSg thfpicketHnd organizing scouts from Lynchburg to Sabine 
pLs The people on the coast seem to be anxious to a ssist. 


Not found- 
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October 16—l p, m. 

Plea«e find herewith copy of Ool. J. J. Cook’s report* on the evacu¬ 
ation of Galveston; also copy of report! of Captain Fulton, of Debray’s 
regiment, on scout into Galveston in search of a deserter. 

Bad news from Corinth, as you will see in the accompanying papers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DBBEAY, 

Colonel, Comdg. 8iib-Military District of Eouston. 

[IncloBiire No. 1.] 

. Houston, Tex., Ootohe^^ 15,1862. 

Ool. X. B. Debray, 

Commanding Stih-Military District of Houston^ Tex,: 

Sir: Your written communication of the Cth iu8taut,t authorizing 
me to place obstructions at Clopper^s Bar and elsew^here, together with 
your telegrams of the 6th and 7th instant, have been received. Capt. 
W. M. Lubbock, in compliance with your subsequent order, is now 
making all possible progress with the obstructions at Oloppert Bar 
and San Jacinto River, but a delay of some twenty days must intervene 
before the barrier is completed. In the mean time the work would 
require some protection, as the hands employed would be almost ex¬ 
clusively negroes. Allow me, colonel, to suggest that this i)rotectioii 
can only be given by the water police, for which purpose a steam ves¬ 
sel should be used. A sailing vessel, being entirely dependent on tl^e 
wind, would be useless in the bay, except as a tender to the steamer. 
While the work of obstructing Olopper’s Bar and San Jacinto River is 
progressing it is absolutely necessary that a guard-boat should cruise 
between Edwards’ and Smith’s Points. Such boat sliould bti an armed 
steam vessel. Should the enemy show himself in siudi numbers as to 
make retreat necessary, the boat being j)ro]>elled by st(*am would Ix’i 
able to save herself, the negroes engaged at work on tlu^ bar render 
assistance to parties living near the river, notify the garrison at. Mor¬ 
gan’s Point and at Harrisburg of the api)roach of the enemy, and assist 
in making a stand at Morgan’s [Point] or HaiTis])urg, as may be, deemed 
best. By referring to the Coast Survey you will jXTeeivc^, sir, that 
between Edwards’ and Smith’s Points is the narrowest portion of tln^ 
bay, and that a steamer eould cruise from }x)int to ]X)int s(‘veral times 
in twenty-four lioiirs. Hy so doing it would Ix^ safe for sailing vess(‘Is to 
carry provisions to the mouth of the Trinity Ibv(‘r, iJie.kimscurs Ihiyou, 
and all points above Red Fish Bar. At present th(‘r(* is but om^ ix)at. 
adapted to this service, and slie is tlie ])roperty of the Stale of Texas, 
gotten up by the Military Board to perform tin* exact s(M vie(‘ tlmt is 
now required of a steaimn*. Tlie boat is cv(‘i\\ way ad.ipttxl to dis 
charge the duty. The State, being cri])pl(‘d in resources, eanuot sustain 
this boat in commission, I will now, colonel, as tlie agent of the Stab*, 
offer the steamer Bayou City to the (Confederate Stat(\s tor (lie amount 
she has cost the State, which is $45,000. This boat has been examiixxl 
by experts, and all parties have decided that sh(^ is well adapt(‘d us u 
guard-boat, and will be of intinito benefit in (lalveston Bay. Should 
you, colonel, not feel disposed to purchase tlu* bout, the State will giv<‘ 
the control of her to the commandant of this ])ort, the ('. S. Army to 
provision and man the vessel, and in all respe(*ts treut lier as a war 
vessel. In this way the boat will be effectual. In this way the boat 

* See p. 151. t Not found. 
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Will be ^ economically. The pay of the Kavy will regulate her pay 
roll. Offl^rs and men being regularly enlisted, they cannot expect or 
demand the high-pnce wages given by the merchant marine. 

I would here remarkj colouelj that the 0. S. Army has one energetic 
man and thorough seaman now in her service in this State: I allude 
to Lieutenant Harby, now stationed at Harrisburg. Should the C. S. 
Army accept the boat, to be used for the good of the country, I would 
advise that Lieutenant Harby be transferred to the steamer either as 
commandant or second in command, whichever position he may prefer. 
The compensation for the use of the boat can at some future time be 
ganged between the Military Board of the State of Texas and the 
0. S. Apnj. The great desire of the State is to have the vessel put in 
immediate service, and such dnrvice to be effectual must be authorized 
and commanded by the Confederate States. Eumors are already afloat 
that the enemy have been up the bay as far as Half 3Ioon, which is 
midway from Galveston to Bed Ksh Bar. The boat cannot be at work 
too soon. It is absolutely necessary that the enemy be prevented from 
making soundings up to Bed Fish or beyond. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

H. s. lubbooe:. 

Agent State of Texas and Captain of Steamer Bayou (Jity, 

[Indosure 2.] 

Headqtjaetees Stjb-Melitaey District op Houstok, 

Eonstoii, Tex,^ Octohei* 15,1862. 

Capt. H. S. LuBBOOKj 

Commanding Steamer Bayou Gity^ Houston, Tex.: 

Captain: Your commumcation of tlie loth instant is at hand. I 
shall endeavor to organize a naval force to protect the estuaries above 
Eed Fish Bar. I will request Major Massie, provost-marshal, to place 
liis guard vessels in service in that portion of our waters for the pur¬ 
poses mentioned in your communication. 

Being a subordinate officer, subject to the orders of General P. O. 
Hubert, I cannot make a final contract for chartering the steamer Bayou 
City, the services of which are much needed for protection at home and 
from abroad; but if you can, without contravening the orders received 
by you from the Executive of the State, place your steamer in service 
to cruise over Eed Fish Bar, I shall apply immediately to General Hu¬ 
bert for authority to charter her on such terms as may be satisfactory to 
the Confederate States and the State of Texas. 

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for services already rendered, and 
the expression of the high esteem and condescension of your obedient 
servant, 

X. B. DEBEAY, 

Colonel, Gomdg. Suh-Military District of Houston, 2>j . 

[Inclosxir© XTo. 3 ] 

Headquarters Sub-Militarv District oi Houston, 

Houston, Tex., Ocioher 15,1862. 

Capt. YV. M. Lubbock, 

In Charge of Obstructions in San Jacinto : 

Sir : I understand that there are many peisons engaged in fitting out 
and repairing vessels on the San Jacinto. You are authorized to use 
the services of persons so employed for fair compensation for their labor. 
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to be paid by the Confederate States Government upon your certificate. 
You will cause the persons so engaged to understand that the service 
in which you are now engaged is paramount to any other in these waters, 
and their own safety depends on their exertions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBEAT, 

Colonely Commanding Sub-Military District^ i&c. 


Headquabtebs Stjb-Militaby District of Houston, 

Houston^ T€J\, October 17,18G2. 

Oapt. Samuel Boyer Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-Generaly &c.: 

Sir: Colonel Cook writes to-day, 8.15 a. m., ^^All is well; no change; 
hard at work.” I sent from Harrisburg to Virginia Point 50 tons of 
railroad iron to make magazines and bomb-proof shelter lor gunners. 
The iron is lying near the depot at Harrisburg. 1 do not know yet 
where it is, but I leave the matter to be settled at. some future time. I 
can neglect no means to make a good fight at Port Jfribert. T 
have ordered Capt. D. C. Richardson to remove to Alley!on his commis¬ 
sary stores, keeping at Harrisburg one month’s supplies. Should the 
general commanding deem ])roper to maintain martial law within our 
lines I would request the appointment of JVIaJ. J. C. jVIassiti as cliicf j)r()- 
vost-marshal in the sub-district and Captain JVIcCoy })rovost-inars]uiI at 
Fort Hubert. I would wish to have Major Massie cloth<‘d witii autliority 
to visit our streams and take the control of the v(‘ss(ls and skids and 
to have the supervision over travelers. 

I have the honor to be, verv respectfully, you olx^dicuit s(*rvant, 

X. B.. DKUIJAY, 

Colonel, Commanding Sub-MiliUiry J>Lsfrici of Jlousion. 

. P. S.—No news from Lieutenant-!'olonel Spaight, at Beaumont. 


Headquarters Trans-Mtssissipiu I)Ei»AirrMKNT, 

Liffle Horl\Ar]c., Ocf(fhtr 18 , 1802 . 

Brig. Gen. P. O. FlEnKirr, 

Commanding District of Tcjas, San Antimio^ Tr.r. : 

General: I am in.sti’U(*t(*dl)y Major-GiuuTal II(>lni(‘s,eoinmaiiding ilie 
Trans-Mississippi Departimuit, to say he has oi<h*n‘<l Maj. (i. M. Bryan, 
assistant adjutant-general, ('oiifederate Stat(*s Aini>, to Marshall, T<‘x., 
for the purpose of organizing 1h<‘ four regimcuits oi iJriga(li(‘r (huieral 
Sibley’s brigade,in order (hat the,> ma.> hv sent to liichmondw ilh as littlr 
delay as possible'. The general (ie.sir(‘s that .\ou will gi\(‘ all iM‘c(‘ssar\ 
orders to facilitate Major Bryan in the (lis(*harg(' of tlu' dutit's tlin.^ 
assigned him and the s])('edy tbrwarding of tioops, wliicli will \)r 

sent to Richmond, notwithstanding any order \<ni may iia\<‘ r(*(‘(‘iv(‘(i to 
send them to Louisiana. If four r(‘gim<Mits cannot b(‘ organizc'd ininic- 
diately in General Sibley’s brigade ,>011 will (](‘.signat<‘ four otlnu-s to 
go unarmed, as that number must be sent from your district, and at oiic<*- 
A copy of the instructions to Major Bryan is hen'wnth in(*los('(l. 

1 am, general, very res])ectfully, your most obeilient servant, 

S. ANDERSON, 
Assista^it Adjuiant-0eneraL 
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[Inolosore.] 

Headqtjahters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Little BocJc^ ArJc.^ October 18,1862. 

Maj. G. M. Bryan, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Little BocJc^ Arlc,: 

Major: I am instracted by Major-General Holmes to say you will 
proceed forthwith to Marshall, Tex., and superintend the organization 
of the four regiments of Brigadier-General Sibley’s brigade. To this 
end you will draw on the conscripts for the purpose of filling up the 
ranks of those regiments, and as soon as they are organized they will be 
sent, under the command of their respective colonels, to Eichmoud, Ya., 
to report to the Adjutant and Inspector General of the C. 8. Army. 
Each regiment as it is organized will be sent off without waiting for the 
others. These troops will be sent unarmed. Having performed the 
duties above assigned, you will return without delay to these headquar¬ 
ters. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. S. ANDEESO]^, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—If the regiments are mounted they will leave their horses and 
arms, to be remounted and armed on their arrival in Virginia. Full 
discretion is given you. Send four regiments as soon as possible. 

TH. H. HOLMES, 

Major-General. 


Mobile, October 18,1862. 

General 8. Cooper: 

Indications growing of iiiten^ded land expedition by the enemy now 
assembling at INmsacola. 8conts have been reporting for several days. 
IVnsacola Hay Tull of vessels; 4,000 troops stated to have landed; 5,000 
more (‘xpi^cted immediately. IT iliis expedition is intended for the 
east(*rn inttniorof Alabama I cannot strip Mobile to (iross and meet 
it. Federal steamers are sounding at Pascagoula. Perhaps troops 
will be traiispoi’ted troin Pensacola there to move by laud against Mo¬ 
bile. In eith<‘r eas(‘ re-enforcement is essential. Jjct me know on what 
1 liav(‘, to Itatlna* than abandon the left bank of the Alabama to 

raid and ()eeu]).ilion 1 have directial iny force of observation toward 
Floiida to lall back if overmateluMl in such maimca-as to eovia’ ap- 
proae]n‘s to MoiHgoinery. It(4ying upon re-enfor(iem(‘nts from north, 
i<‘ss than 5,000 num should be at Montgomery to m(‘(‘t events, ami I 
ought, to be abl(‘ to rely on r(^-enfor<*emenls from west oI‘1Ih‘ i ivia- if my 
communications are cut off left bank. 


JhlO. 11. FOUISFV, 
Brigadier-General^ (^oatmavding. 


MOBTL70, October IS, 1S02. 

(Ueecaved Oetober 18.) 

Lieut. Gen. d. (5. Pemberton: 

The following disjiatch from Pollard to-day: 

iH r(‘j>ort(Ml hy hroiilH in IVnsncolu witli alxnil. 4,000 iiion, wiiilin^ for 5,000 
inoiM* <‘\prct<Ml in n tVu Will ninich lor Mobih^ and tlio (Jroat Nortlun n Uailroiid 

as Hooii as tho nnni arrive, lias spioH out all tbroiigh this foimtry surveying best 

53 B R—VOL XV 
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route to marcli. Bay full of vessels; more expected; only one vessel outside. The 
Yankees, 200 in number, were at Milton the 15th and 16th. 

NED. LUTTREL, 

Colonelf Commanding. 


A vessel is also sounding off Pascagoula Kiver. (bin £ rely on re¬ 
enforcements from you ? 

JKO. H. FOKNE i, 
Briffadier-Generalj Commanding, 


Holly Springs, Miss., October 18, 18(>2. 

Brigadier-General Forney, 

Commanding Mobile, Ala,: 

I have directed a force of 4,000 to be concentrated at Meridian. 

You must arrange that transportation be forwarded should an emer¬ 
gency arise, and notify me by telegraph. Your information inuKt be 
positive of the enemy^s advance. 

d. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding, 


Enginiokr Department, 

Harrisburg, Tex,, October 18 , 18013 . 

Lieut. E. M. Franklin, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Houston, Tex,: 

Sir: In obedience to Special (Jrders, No. 210, 1 pnxMMMlou on (lie 8d 
instant, with a detachment of five men, to tin* Sal>iii(‘ I?iv<‘r, ;ind <*om- 
menced the next day reconnoitering the river down to th(‘ mouth of it 
and the Texas side of th<‘ shori*. The eoiintry l>eing v(‘ry Hat and 
marshy it is very difficult to locate a snitabh* posilion for an (dleetiv<* 
battery, and before 1 came to a tiiial s(‘Ie<*tion news had r(*a(*iu‘(l tiie 
town of Orange which obliged ni(‘ to ]mt a r>2-i)ouiid(‘r liowitz(U‘ at onee 
in position, which was done nbout lA mih*s Ixdow tin* town, wli(*n‘ a 
small canal or cut-off’ forms a consitim-ahh^ island. This |)hice ha<l a 
great many advantages, but it was tix) low and woubl Imve (*os{ labor 
and time for its construct ion, both of which being l)(‘>on(i my control. 

About 8 miles below Orange tlxuM^ is a sliell biuik 20 f<M‘t liigli and 
from 200 to .‘>00 yards long, mitinOy surrounded by a swamp; has no 
drinking water, and is <‘X]x)S(‘(l to a coneentratixl liri*. It is, however, 
the best position that could be found, and 1 enx-ted llnu'e a bat I eiy of ^ 

two brass 32-p()mider howitz(‘rs, w(01 ])r()l(‘(*t(‘d, and will stand a h<‘avy * 

firing. I also bad a cistern built and a road made to the town of( )iang(‘, , 

distant from the battery about o.J, mih\s, so as to k<x*p up coninmniea ^ 

tion both by land and water for sup})lies and in cavS<‘ of r<‘ (‘iilorcemrnt 
or retreat. Having this work fairly umbu- way, 1 had to obstruct the 
mouth of the river tliat no vessed could conn* ii]) to the hal(<‘r\ that 
would carry heavier metal than wo couhl l)riiig to hear against it. 

The Sabine Eiver is very sparsely tiinbcnxl, and is from 20 to 80 loot 
deep, about 250 yards wide, and has thret* princiiKil outhds into tlu‘ 

Sabine Lake; the wesbuai channel is dug out to a <lcpth of from (> to 7 
feet. The deepest water on tl»c bar, which is about oiu* half mil<‘ from * 

the mouth of the river, averages ;> to ^ feet at liigii tide and fora width 
of about one-half mile, and we therefore cannot ]>revent the, bugbear 
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Rteamer Dan from crossing it. To guard against other vessels I had 
three flat-boats, 60 to 80 feet long and 20 to 25 feet wide, sunk in the 
channel, filled with shells and piled on both sides. This obstruction 
will stand some time. It has the defect that it is too far from oar bat¬ 
tery, but any small craft that can cross the obstruction or go around it 
cannot cope with our battery. It is also of the utmost importance to 
have a good guard-boat at the mouth of both this and the Nechez 
Rivers. The distance from Orange to the battery is 7 miles, to the 
mouth 9^ miles, and 10 miles to the obstructions in the lake (by way of 
the cut-off). From here it is about 5 miles to the mouth of the NTechez, 
which to all appearance is a similar river. The cut or canal through 
the bar is less deep, and I had it filled up at the narrowest place by 
sinking three big flat-boats filled with shells. I also removed all signals 
and marks on both bars. 

Seven miles up this river, and 17 miles &om Beaumont by water and 
11 miles by land, is a shell bank or ridge, known as Grigsby^s Bluff, 
which extends to the Eastern Texas Railroad; distance 4 miles. On 
this shell bank there are two 24-pounder guns on barbette carriages, 
put up temporarily and in a very primitive manner. I have a detach¬ 
ment of my men there now to erect a substantial work, new pow’der- 
house, and bomb-proof shelter. This battery, if ably manned and de¬ 
fended, can blow anything out of the water that can cross the bar. 
Within 3 miles of Beaumont, and where the dense timber begins, the 
river makes a very short and sharp turn, and it is proposed to mount 
there tw'O 12-pounder mountain howitzers in case of a boat attack on 
' the railroad bridge. A small road is also cut out from here to the town 
for the easy access of riflemen. 

Siicli ivs tShe state of the defenses of the Sabine and ."Nechez Rivers, 
with its railroad bridge and transit route into Louisiana, and I consider 
it (‘comparatively safe against any force that has as yet made its ap- 
pc'.aranee on our (joast up to this time. I would also call your attention 
to the fael that it is absolutely neciossary to have some good books dis¬ 
tributed among the artillery. 

I have the honor to he, sir, your o])edient servant, 

J. KELLERSBER.G, 

Major and Miffmeer in Charge. 


EiomvroNi), (hiober 19, 1862. 

(l\ec(‘iv(Hl October 20.) 

ljicntenant-G(*jieral Peivibetiton : 

Mobil<‘ is in daiig(T. {8(‘iid the regiment at Ooluinbus back to Gen¬ 
eral Forney without, d(‘la.y unless that, plae(‘ is s(a*ionsly (,lin‘at(Mn‘d. 

S. OOOI^lOK, 

Ad‘)utant amd Inspector CencraL 


llEADC^lIARTERS, 
Ponchatoulanj La.^ October 19, 1862. 

Hrigadier*(i(‘n<‘ral ituCTOEES, 

Commandm<j J)'}strict: 

GeneijaIc; I liav(‘ tin* honor to ix'port that on y(\stenlay a senuting 
parly, (toinniand oi Gaplaiii iCirk, ot niy j’<^giineiil, (japtuHHl two 

.schooners, to wit: doinville, ofhicwOrleans, and GeiKTul Worth,ofNew 
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Orleajis. On one of them he found the <*uptain and 5 men and on the 
other the captain and 3 men, all of whom stafe«l respeetively that they 
had taken the oath as re<iiiired hy (leueral Hutler, XL H. Army, com¬ 
manding at New Orleans, and that their business here was to ])roeure 
wood and take it to New Orleans. The selnamerH ami <a‘ews will be 
detained at this place by me until orders relative thereto from you, 
Eespectfully submitted. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. It. WITT, 
<\}lonrL Commandimj Pmt. 


HeADQXtARTKRS Srs-MILITARY I>ISTKM(‘T OK IloiTS'I'oN, 

llouHton^ 7Vv'., October H), 18t>2. 

Oapt. Samuel Eoveu Davis, 

Assistant AdjuUint-Oeneral^ dv*., AVo« Antonio^ Tcu\: 

('APTAIN: 1 return from Tort Hebert, whither I went with Governor 
Lubbock the day before yestt^rday. \ fouml works of dehmst^ i>rogress- 
ing finely; the troops in good spirits ami working hard, (’olomd Cook 
is erecting a- battery at the, brick-yard in rear of »I mlge .Jones’ rt*sidence, 
where he intends to mount the l(hin<*h eohinibiml nunoved from Hous¬ 
ton, to cross fires with N<dson’s baftm\v. Thrco vessels only are now 
in Galveston Hay, viz, two steamers and one mortar-iioat. 

The dcday of tlie enemy in afta<*king us ]>erph‘\es me. Will he kee]> 
us in check with that small for(*e, or doi‘s In* await land fore<‘s, as stat(*d 
by Commander Ihmshaw to the [a*<»p]<* of <lal\(*stonIn the first 
altenaative, most of my available fonM‘wiIl be kept i<ll(‘ at the point, 
while he may make sonn* att<*inpts on otIn*r parts of tin* (*oa.st. In tin* 
second, he may, w'ith his launches, lainl a .superior fore<‘ on m,\ r(‘ar, at 
Dallas Point, Clear ('r<‘(*k, or Dielo-nson's liauai; intereept iu> railroad 
communication, thus cutting iin* off from .subsistcnee stoics, water, and 
fuel; compel me to fall back on Simnn*s'' l>a\on, ahainloiiing all the art il 
lery, and ex])Osed to a Ihinkiiig fire. Sneh a i*(‘trcat ccmld not In* <loin‘ 
through that marshy <*ouMtry witlnuii I«).siiig a <*tiiisi<icrahlc ijortion of 
my force. Then again could imt the ciiemv, l.nnliiig at I)i(‘ki'n'^oirs 
Bayou, st<*al a mareli ov(‘r ni<‘ and reach Mcu-lon iictoic assistance 
could be S(*nt ^ 1 hii\'e no (ro(tp> to .span*. I’hc pioicciion of tin* 

Sabiin*. and N(*<'ln‘Z (w'ith iiia(hM|uatc .irtillcix .that oi tin* mouth of 
the Brazos at. V(‘las<*o and Virginia Point, vl\c^ cniploMm'iit to all 
the infantry in fliis .sul> (listnet. \In twciitx tvo <*oinpanms of ea\ 
airy, exc<‘pt four, ari* scalt<*r’c(l o\ ci an c\t<Mif <>(’ coa-^l oT oxen* 200 
miles, for ])oli(i(‘purpos(*s rather tlian imluaiy operatnnis, and the ]>at 
tery of light a.rtill(‘r\ i.s .sea reel \ ofan\ a\ail in l his .s(*ei ion ofeonnlix, 
iiiterse(ded by d(*op str<‘ain.s, ami most of winch inar.shv in the rainy 
season. Is Virginia Point a strategic j>osi{ion worth i\e(‘ping alPn* 
Galveston has i>e(‘n <*vaenat(*d, or .should it !»» ahandoiied ami onr arid 
lery be removed if tin* <*neiny gix e^ time, to j)rot(*el oh.st i neiions at t In* 
mouth of our rivers I 

I res])(*ct fully submit th<‘.s(‘eon.si(l(*ratioiis t(> tin* g(‘n(‘ial eoininand 
ing, with observation that until furl In*!-orders I shall bliinlls slainl at 
Virginia Point and try to cut iu;s way through if tin* eiieinx turns m\ 
position; but, I r(‘p(*at it, in tin* e<is(* of a n*treat through tin* <‘in*m.\\s 
lines 1 must lose all tin* artill(‘r\ and ammunition at h'ort II(‘l)eit. 

The Galveston N(*w.s giv(‘s in its immlK*r of tin* l.sth instant an ae 
count oi a (*(mlli(tt of sonn* of our lroo|>.s with the ealizen.s of Gal\e.ston, 
resulting in Hie death of one man (not .Mr. W(*st(*rlag(*, a.s .stat<*d). 1 
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have the honor to inclose herewith a report of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Manly, referring to the occurrence, which is now undergoing official in¬ 
quiry. I shall report on the subject by next mail. 

1 received a communication from three gentlemen still living at Gal¬ 
veston, styling themselves a Committee of Belief for the Poor.” They 
apply for subsistence from the interior in behalf of the families of our 
soldiers. I declined complying with their request, but stated to them 
that the families of our soldiers would be welcome within our lines and 
their wants attended to by the people of Texas if they came with us. 
No report from Lieutenant-Colonel Spaight at Beaumont. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, ;jour obedient servant, 

X. B. DBBEAY, 

Colonel^ (JommanHing Sub-Military District of Houston, Tex, 

[InclosTire.] 

Headquarters, Fort Ribert, Tex,, Oct, 18,1862. 
Col. Joseph J. Cook, Commanding: 

Colonel : In compliance with orders I proceeded to Galveston Isl¬ 
and on the night of the 17th instant with one company of cavalry? 
under command of Captain Fulton (Debray’s regiment), and two com- 
])aiiios of Elmore’s regiment, with Company 0, Cook’s regiment of ar¬ 
tillery. We lei*t Fort Hubert at 11 o’clock. When about 1^ miles from 
Cah eston City we met a detachment of men under Captain 01ej)per, 
numbering 40 men, returning from the city. Captain Clepper informed 
me that he had'been ordered to Galveston from Eagle Grove Battery 
witli his deta(*.lmient for tlie purpose of arresting certain parties who 
had contracted to deliver marketing to the Federal fleet, fec.j that in 
mareliing through Market street, near Tremont, he discovered a collec¬ 
tion of persons on the sidewalk. Uc approached them, and after a few 
words oi‘ conversalion Oaplaiii Clepper inquired it* all present were 
eiliz(‘ns. Tlic a.nswor was,‘‘‘^All except one.” Immediately one of the 
])arty, dressed a])])ar(‘ntl.y in Federal undress uniform, and who had 
l)(‘(‘n dodging to conc<*al himself, started on a run from the party 
toward tiie wharf. lie was ordered to halt; refusing, he was tired 
upon by ('aptaiii CUqqxT (which shot was not intended to take effect). 
('a))tain Cl(‘|)p(‘r ])iirsued the fugitive the length of one block, shorten¬ 
ing tlu* <listaiie(‘, when lie fired a second shot, at which the fugitive 
slagg<T(Ml a,n<l s<*ream(‘(l, “Murder! mui’der!” He was pursued no 
far! Inn*. Ahoiil this time the detachunMit under the (jonmiand of Lieu- 
t<‘iianl Braslnsu* came ii]), wlnm s(‘.v(M*al shols were tired about the 
(*ro\v<l of (*itiziuis Ixdbre spok(‘n ofJ>y parti<‘s unkmnvn, but(jertainly not 
l>y(hiptaiii (d(‘pper’s men. Cainain Clepper, rdurniiig, lound a man 
m()j*tall,\ shot, Ixdiig about half-way across lln^ str(‘et from the party, 
'^riie alarm b(‘lls vv<‘r<‘ immediately somnle<l in tln‘ city and signal lights 
rais(‘d on the licet, and (hqitain (Mepper and party ndinxl from the 
city. 

l'ln‘()bj(*cls ^ol■^\llieh th(‘, exjiedition started having been thus un¬ 
fortunately I liv art c<l, it was deemed best, to return to ('amp witlioiit 
proc<‘(*diiig fartlna*, wliich was ae.cordingly done, and \N(‘ reached tln^ 
fort, about 5 o’ldock tliis morning. 

Tln‘, iiinhrsigned regr(*ts that the intiu-lcrcmce of nnant horizi'd i>ar- 
ties should have destroy(‘d the resulls of an (‘xp(‘dit,ion wiiudi with 
])rndent manag(aneiit jiroimsed results beneticial to tln^ servicic. 

Very resiiectfully, your ob(‘dient servant, 

JNO. H. MANLY, 

JAeut, OoL Coolts Regiment ArtilleryCommanding Fxpedition, 
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JTF.\DQrAKTERS DISTRICT OF 'WES'lLRiS Lot lSIANA, 

Alexandria. La.^ Octohn' 19, 1802. 

Brig. Geu..P. O. JJkbert, 

Commandmg DiHirid of Texas : 

General : When I addressed you upon the siibjeet of sending i roops 
from your command to this 1 had not been advised of the eo7iteni])lated 
movement to this district of the brigade of Clcneral Sibley. As that 
Imgade is probably e7t route to this State, I shall ])robably not need 
immediately the two regiments and the battalion from your (*omnian<l, 
unless you maybe of opinion that they are not nee<h*<l by you ami 
will be of more use here. Indeed J do not think that I can for some 
time arm more than one regiment of infantry, unless I rt*(*eive ordnance 
stores at an earlier date than there now seems reason to expect. Yoiir 
very kind expressions of a willingness and desire to extend to me all 
the assistance which can be had from your district is nmst highly 
appreciated. On assunuug this command I found almost a total waiit 
of everything necessary for troops in the field, with the fewest imagina¬ 
ble facilities for creating that which was needed in the several dei)art- 
inents. Particularly does that -want continue in the qnartennastePs 
dei)artment, the greatest scarcity existing of iron,liarness, leatluu-, teams, 
&c., so indispensable to the pioper organization and eonduet of that 
department. 1 have therefore to request that you will send to nu* su(*h 
of the articles above enumerated as you can spare. TIh» want ot* iron 
is very great, and I am subjected to much incouvenituiee iVom my 
inability to sui>ply it. 

1 am, general, very res])ectfully, vour obedient, servant, 

U. TAYLOK, 

Major-deneruL 


HEADQTJARTEUS Sl'H-MlLlTAli\ DjS'lKK’l OF Iloi SToX, 

Houston^ 'Tex,, Ortohrr 2(), LS(>2. 

Capt. Samuel BoYFdi Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-(i( mral^ dr., AVo/ Antonit}^ Ttx.: 

Captain: Your conimunicalion of tin* ITtli instant lla^ just to 

hand, 1.30 a. in. I liad already (Ioii<* all I could, ^\itll iny limited me.ms 
of action, to obslriu't tln^ streams m in> sub distii<*t. I will to (la\ ad 
dress the cliief justices ot'the coast e()iinti(‘s to rc(jiu‘st tluaii toin‘ 4 <* 
upon the citizens the ne<*essity t)f e\(*rting tliems(*l\(*s for tlieir own 
protection. J will also r(‘<jiH*st tin* (La(* i nor of the Stati* to issm* a 
proclamation to the same (dfeet. AiiaqnsMl madt^ to tli(‘ |)(‘()j»l(‘ b\ 
their Chief JMagistrati* will lia\(‘ inou* wiaght than K'cpiisit loii^ b;» I lie 
military author!t;s. I will urg(* I\lajor KelUa'slxai^ lo ndiiiiias soon 
as possible from (h<‘N(*cliez and Sabiin* and send him to tin* Iha/o^, 
in obedience to tlie iiislruetions of tin* gmieial coininandnm. I am in 
formed that the ])eo])l<* are <‘ngag<‘d in ohstiii<*ting lh(‘ lb<i/os, hnt I 
have no cannon to place in batt(‘i;\ there. I am not acqnaiiitiMl with 
the means ot defense ado])t(*d by Liiaiteiiaiit-t^olonid r*at(‘s. Sonn* mod 
ificatioiis hi the establishimait ot Iiis hatteri<*s might j)ciha|)s be Ixmo- 
hcial. I doubt whether obslru(*tions on tln^ l(‘ss<‘i str(‘ani>, sncli a-. 
Dickenson’s Bayou, Clear Cre(*k, TlalTs l>a;\<)n, llighlainl r>a\on, ('cdai 
Bayou, &c., could be of great mlvaiitage. The banks ol' nio'^l of them 
are thinly inhabited, and almost every jmint ot' the bay coast affonN 
easy access to a force landing with laun<‘h(‘s. I shall on this subjc<*t 
guide myself \vith the advice of Col. E. B. Nichols and otlna* residents 
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tho hay coast. I have already ordered all steam and sail vessels to 
be removed as far up streams as possible. The bridge at Liberty is 
guarded by a company of cavalry, and I have instructed Major Menard 
to station another company near the mouth of the river. Now that the 
enemy is in possession of the Calcasieu he may without much difficulty 
send a land expedition against Orange by Niblett^s Bluff, at which lat¬ 
ter point we have several steamboats, which could not run higher up 
the river. I am not aware that the Sabine is defended ou the Louisiana 
side. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBRAT, 

Colonel^ Commanding Sub-Military Districl of Souston, 

P. S.—Colonel Cook telegra^ffis 7.15 a. m., ‘‘All’s right.” 


Jackson, Miss., October 20, 1862. 


Brigadier-General Forney, 

Commanding at Mobile: 

The regiment at Columbus has been ordered to report to you at once. 


J. E. WADDT, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oenorah 


Port Hudson, October 20,1862. 

General Ruggles, Commanding: 

General Marigny at Covington reports that 400 Federals have landed 
at BonfoiK'U, and are trying to raise twelve schooners sunk in bay. 
They have one gunboat. Can’t a battery be sent to Colonel Marigny 
from Jackson*? 

WM. N. R. BEALL, 

Brigadier-Qenet'al^ Commanding, 


Jackson. Mjss., October 21, 1862, 

Brig. Gen. W. N. R. Beale, 

Port Hudson: 

Mount 10 incli gun at onee. 1 will hold 1,000 men here to aid >oii if 
necessary. Make <nery effort to gain Uirther inlbi'inatioii and inlbrin 
me by telegiapli. 

J. C. PEMBEltTON, 
Lleutcudut (jCiural^ Commanding, 


ADJirTANT AND INSPECTOR GeNEUAI.’S OFFICE, 

IhicJimond, October 21, 1862. 
Brig. (Jen. Daniel Ruggles, Jaehson, Miss,: 

Your Iell(‘r of dOtli ultimo lias been reeeived and su))milted to the 
KSeendar> of Wai*. lu answer I am iustriKded to slate that no repioaeli 
was intended to he east on >on b> the {Secretary in my letter of Septem- 
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ber 23. Wlieu that letter was written neither the Departineut nor this 
office was informed of the extent of yonr command; otherwise the con¬ 
fidential instructions to General Taylor mi^ht have been to some extent 
modified, or at least you would have been informed of the general tenor 
of those instructions. 

In respect to your telegraphic communication concerning a measure 
which was regarded here as strictly confidential, I would state that the 
reference to that telegram in my letter wms intended more as a caution 
than a reproach. 

The Secretary trusts that you will be satisfied witli this disclaimer of 
any intention to ca.st reproach on you by reason of the letter of 23d 
September. 

I am, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. OOOPEK, 

Adjutant and Inspector General 

[Addenda.] 

Eichmond, Va., November r>, 1862. 

A. G.: 

General Ooo])er read tome a letter addressed to General Euggles, ex¬ 
planatory of a former letter to him. 1 ai)i)roved of it, and presume that 
it was sent. The general not having receiv(^d it, a (ioj)y wdll be (iir- 
nished. 

G. W. liANDOLPlI, 

/Secretary of ira/\ 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. I)ept. of Miss, and East J^a., 

Ko. 3, ) tfacl'son^ J/m., October 21, 1862. 

Hereafter the Department of Mississi])pi and East Louisiana will 
divided into three military districts, to ho, uikUt such <*oimnan(ling otli- 
cers as are herein designated, and wiiose bonndaih's will be as follows, 
viz: 

1st. Tliat ])or(ion of Ihe Slate of j\li.ssissi])j)i (‘ast of Mississipj)! 
and Tenness(‘e Lailroad and IIk* ^h^w ()i l(*ans and rJat'ksoii Ihiilroad, 
(‘xelusive ol’the counties of iMississippi bordering on I he (lull‘ ol' M(^\ieo, 
Brigadier-(len(‘ral liUggl<*s coininanding; hi'achpiai leis at daekson, 
Miss. 

2d. That ])ortion of the State of Mississipj)! ineliKhxl b<‘(\\<*en Un* 
Mississi])pi and Teiinesstx* Kailroad, th(‘ Mississippi K‘i\t‘r, and tlu‘ Big 
Black Itiver, Brig. Gmi. M. L. Smith eomnianding; h(‘ad<inarl<*rs at 
Yicks]>urg, IMiss. 

3d. That ]>orti()n of the State of Mi.ssissippi inelnded bet\M‘(‘ii the Big 
Black and the Mississippi Bi\eis and the N(‘W<)ih‘ans and da<*kson 
Eailroad; also that ])ortion of Louisiana east ol* the Mississippi Kbver, 
together with such eounties of theStat(* of IMississippi as boiiU'ron th(‘ 
Gulf of Mexico, Jh‘ig. Gen. W. N. IL Beall comimindiiig; iK^achpiarUu's 
at Port Hudson, La. 

The military districts will be designated as luirein set fortli, viz: 
Pirst, Second, and Third. 

Officers commanding military districts will inak(» all rej)()rts direct, to 
department headquarters, and will see that such be ])romptly ina(h‘. 

By order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton: 

E. W. HEMMING EE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General 
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Port Hudson, October 22,1862. 

Maj. J. E. Waddy, 

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral: 

Aggregate present for duty. —Infantry: TLirtietli Louisiana Eegiment, 
314; Fourth Louisiana Eegiment, 397; Miles’Legion, 721; English’s 
company, 41; Lewis’ company, 33. Artillery: First Alabama Eegiment 
Heavy Artillery, 312; Twelfth Louisiana Battalion Heavy Artillery, 
157; Boone’s company light artillery, 82; Fenner’s company light artil¬ 
lery, 58; Bradford’s company light artillery, 76. Cavalry: Hughes’ 
battalion 0. S. cavalry, 133; Jones’ company cavalry, 50; Daigre’s 
company cavalry, 11; 27 of this company on picket duty. 

At Baton Eouge: Ninth Louisiana Battalion Infantry, 136; one sec¬ 
tion (two guns) Fenner’s battery, 46. 

At Covington: Norman’s company Mounted Eangers, 25; Terrell’s 
companyMountedEangers,48; Slocum’s company Mounted Eangers, 91, 

At Ponchatoula: Tenth Arkansas Yolunteer Infantry, 249; Fourth 
Mississippi Infantry, 279; McEae’s company infantry, 46; Garland’s 
battalion Partisan Eangers, 98; Stockdale’s company Partisan Eangers, 
38; Bredow comimny Partisan Eangers, 43; Hoskins’company light 
artillery, 81. 

At Camp Moore: Men detached as provost guard, 34. 

Many of the troops are badly armed. The First Louisiana Eegiment 
has small-arms, but no equipments. 

WM. N. E. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


Jackson, Miss., October 22,1862. 
Brigadier-General Beall, Port Hudson: 

(-arry out these orders at once: Intrench by detached redoubts and 
redans tli(‘ apimoiieli to Port ITudson by Bpringheld at or near intersec¬ 
tion ol' Siu-inglield road and Port Hudson road; also at or near inter- 
.s(‘ctioii of Port. Hudson road and Plain Store road; also between Plain 
Slo]'<‘ road and Sandy Cre(‘k; also llie works on broken ground between 
llu‘ lak(‘s. At pr(\s(Md. you cannot inTrench the approaches to Clinton 
or Jackson. 

1 will (‘iidcavor to iiavo ro-eiiiorccmeuts nuidy, if they arc actually 
iiC(‘(U‘d, wIkui \ \ h ) time arrives. 

J. C. PFMlilOUTON, 
Lieulenant()cnera /, ('omviamling. 


Wau J)EPAirrMi:NT, ('. tS. A., 
Richmond^ Va.^ 23, 1862. 

Brig. W. N. U. Blali., l*ort ILudsoti^ La,: 

(lENKiiAL: Your l(*legra.m, in which yon recomiiuMid tln‘ ])ro(*lania- 
tion of uiaitial law in Louisiana, and complain that some of the jdanters 
in that Slat(‘ nJuse to furnish sl,L\es to throw iq) held wuwks to enable 
th(‘ land forir to prot(‘et Hie hatteriesaiid save* valuable guns,lias been 
r(*eeive<I. The subject is of suilicieiit importanc(‘ to authorize a specitil 
eommuiiicat ion to you. 

It is the desire of the President to avoid tln^ exercise of any ques¬ 
tionable authority. The duty of providing for the defense of the sev- 
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oral Confederate States from destructive invasion and to repel an enemy 
whose declared object is to subvert our social and political institutions 
implies that whatever resources of men or property belonging to its 
citizens are needed for the object shall be employed. Congress has 
dedicated a portion of those resources, but has not attempted to provide 
for all the varied contingencies of the war as affecting particular and 
limited localities; but in recognizing the existence of a war in which 
every interest and all the rights of our people are involved, and resolv¬ 
ing to maintain our independence at all hazards, the constitutional 
obligations and duties of the President in such unprovided cases cannot 
be misunderstood. 

If a master of a vessel at sea may cast into its waters the cargo com¬ 
mitted to his care to assure the lives of his crew, or the people of a city 
may destroy one part of it to stop the spread of a conflagration that 
menaces all, so may the Executivoa in case of a recognized danger to the 
public safety, appropriate private property or restrict the exercise of 
private, and under ordinary circumstances acknowledged, right in ful¬ 
filling the supreme duty of providing for the common defense. 

The danger must be apparent and the necessity constraining to jus¬ 
tify any departure from the ordinary rules of administration, and when 
the departure from them takes place the obligation of the officer to 
evince this necessity arises. You will therefore use all the resources 
committed to your control by this Department to provide for the de¬ 
fense of the post under your charge, and you will, whenever other re¬ 
sources become indispensable, make a peremptory call upon the people 
in the neighboring counties bordering upon the river to contribute 
such a number of their slaves as may be needful for the purpose. You 
win exercise this power with moderation and good temper, taking care 
as far as possible to allay discontent and avoid the infliction of incon¬ 
venience. 

You wfll preserve an accurate account of the slaves that maybe con¬ 
tributed or taken for public service and report the value of their service 
during the period of their detention; and in the treatment of the slaves 
you wiU provide for the exercise of the care and consideration of a 
humane master. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 

Acting Secretary of War, 


Jackson, Miss., October 23,1862. 

Brigadier-General Beall, 

Commanding Fort H^idson: 

Ee-enforcements are being sent forward. 

J. E. WADDY, 
Aasistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


Jackson, Miss., October 23,18G2. 
Brig. Gen. John H. Forney, Commanding Mobile : 

Landing at Milton does not indicate a movement upon Mobile; there¬ 
fore cannot send the troops asked for. The troops intended for Merid¬ 
ian the general has found it necessary to send to Port Hudson to re¬ 
enforce that point. 

J. E. WADDY, 
Asaistant Adjutant- General, 
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Jackson, Miss., October 24,1862. 
General Yillepigde, Camp Moore: 

Proceed at once to Port Hudson, La., and leave orders at Camp 
Moore for the troops as they come up to follow you. 

J. E. WADDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oenerah 


Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Little Rock^ Arh.^ October 24, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. P. O. Hubert, 

Commanding^ (fee., San Antonio, Tex.: 

General: The order for the movement of the Texas regiments 
(Sibley^s brigade) to Eichmond, directed in my letter of the 18th in¬ 
stant, I am directed by Major-General Holmes to say is countermanded. 
Major Bryan has been advised to that effect. I inclose you a copy of 
a letter this day addressed to Brigadier-General Sibley by direction of 
General Holmes. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

’ ) J f g_ g aNDEESOK, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Indosnre.] 

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Little Bock, Arl\, October 24,1862. 

Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, Marshall, Tex.: 

General: lam directed by Major-General Holmes to say that the 
instructions given you in my letter of the 20th instant to report to the 
Adjutant and Inspector-General at Eichmond are countermanded, 
you will remain at Marshall until further orders. The charges preferred 
against you and sent to Brigadier-General Hubert on the 6th instant 
were sent to General Holmes from Eichmond, with instructions from 
the President that he would cause them to be investigated. At the 
time these charges were forwarded to General Hdbert General Holmes 
was not aware that you were his senior; he has therefore directed 
Maj. G. M. Brvau, assistant adjutant-general of this department, fo pm 
himself in possession of those charges, investigate them, and report the 
result of such investigation direct to these headquarters. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient 

^ S. S. ANDEESON, 

Afisitita7it A(Ijiitaat-Gc7ieral. 


Special Orders, 
No. 143. 


Adjt. and Insp. General’s Opploe, 

7 Austin, Tex., October 24, 1862. 

.BriK. Ocii. Thomas B. Howaa-d will remove from the it-laud of Gal¬ 
veston to the main-laud all troops in the serviee ot the btate and all 
persons liable to military duty under the law approved December 
1801, until further orders. 

By orier of Gov. F. E. Lobbook. ^ ^ UASHIEII,, 

Adjutant and Inspector General 
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Report of condition of batteries at Port Hudson^ La,^ October 24,1862. 

HEAYY BATTEEIES. 

These are located along the bluff at Port Hudson at points command¬ 
ing extended ranges above and below them, with elevations above the 
present water line of 85 feet at the highest point and 40 feet at the 
lowest point. 

They are kept in good order generally, but are in some instances 
equipped with defective implements, which Captain Girard, who bas 
charge of the heavy artillery, tells me can be replaced at the post, the 
necessity for which was named by me to him. In two instances I noticed 
carriages and chassis defective, the chassis of one gun being much worn, 
and the chassis and carriage of another have shrunk, they having been 
made of timber not well seasoned. 1 recommend that these be imme¬ 
diately replaced by others from the arsenal at Jackson. 

The water battery is about 45 feet above the present water line of the 
Mississippi, and is pierced for three guns. At present but one, a rilled 
32-pounder, is mounted. 

In one or the lower batteries ^here is an alteration that I respectfully 
suggest should be made, which when done will prove of decided ad¬ 
vantage. The work referred to here consists of two 24-pounder rifled 
guns upon siege carriages, each looking through direct embrasures. 
These are quite narrow, and restrict the field of fire to a line perpen¬ 
dicular to the parapet. I recommend that these be filled and the guns 
served over the crest. 

The most southern of the batteries is for two 24-pounder rifles upon 
siege carriages. From the formation of the ground the i)lace selected 
for the upper gun by the engineer officer is elevated above the lower 
one 6 or 8 feet and not more than 30 feet from it. In serving this 
upper gun when the enemy’s vessels are below the battery and close 
to it it must be depressed, firing over the lower gun, and thus endan¬ 
gering by concussion the cannoneers to the left and below them. 1 
recommend that this gun be removed to a position more upon a level 
with the other one. Brigadier-General Beall spoke of making this 
change. 

PLATFORMS. 


These are in good order. 


MAGAZINES. 

I did not examine the interior of all the juagazines, but I did exam¬ 
ine enough to satisfy me of the condition in which they arc kept. TJiey 
are dry and clean, but are witliout ventilation. They are in quite (*x 
posed ijositions, with the entrances to some of them open to the front, 
so that the enemy’s fire, if it do not entirely destroy them, will greatly 
endanger free ingress and egress. General Beall is having all such 
changed to more secure positions. The magazine to the water battery 
is built broadside to the river and has its entrance upstream. This 
could not be avoided from the character of the bluff. Its entrance 
should be made more secure by a traverse thrown across it. As this 
magazine lays under the bluff it will be advantageous to revet the roof 
with sods or fascines to prevent washing. 

The main magazine is located about one-half mile from the river in a 
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growth of wood. Captain Girard informed me that its dimensions are 
16 by 20 feet, covered with 4 feet of timber and 9 feet of earth. It is 
cut into the ^ound, but, like those at the batteries, has no ventilation. 
It is in a safe place and is dry and clean. 

AJonmiTiON. 

By the accompanying copy of a memorandum given me by Captain 
Girard, ordnance ofificer, you will see that a wide discrepancy exists 
between the number of projectiles and cartridges for each gun. At a 
point so important as Port Hudson I would strongly recommend an 
increase of ammunition. This memorandum is marked A. 

LiaHT BATTERIES. 

Of these there are four: 

First. Captain Boone’s battery, upon the crest of the ridge, opposite 
to and distant from Troth’s Landing about 400 yards, to oppose the 
Federal forces should they attempt to land there. The position is a 
strong one, commanding the low grounds in front. In connection with 
this battery are rifle pits. It does not appear that Captain Boone’s bat¬ 
tery has strict attention. The horses and harness are good. 

Second. Captain Eoberts’ battery. In fair condition, but not thor¬ 
oughly equipped. The horses and harness are in fair condition. 

Third. Captain Bradford’s battery. It is in good order. The horses 
and harness fair. 

Fourth. Captain Fenner’s battery. It is neatly kept and the most 
efficient battery of the post. One section of it is upon detached service 
at Baton Eouge. Horses fair 5 harness needs repair. 

The commanding officers were directed to send to the ordnance office 
exact returns of their batteries, so that deficiencies may, as far as 
practicable, be supplied. They all need horses, and the harness suffers 
much from want of oil. 

Bridges over which batteries may have to pass are somewhat in need 
of repair. I would strongly recommend to the lieutenant-general com¬ 
manding that a steamer be placed at the disposal of Brigadier-General 
Beall for transporting ordnance and other stores from this section to 
Port Hudson. Such can easily be earned from here to Vicksburg by 
rail and thence down the river. Transportation by way of Clinton is 
tedious and uncertain, and as the season advances the roads become 
bad. 

Accoin])anyiug this report I inclose a note fiom Captain Buckner, of 
General Beall’s staff, eoncerniiig hU])plies. It is marked B.* I could 
learn nothing definite of the location or caliber of a spiked gun said to 
be at Port Hudson. 

Should there be time and facilities for enlarging the magazines I 
recommend that it be done. 

STRENaTH OF EIGHT BATTERIES, 

Captain Eoberts’: 6 -poundcr bronze, .‘3; (i-ponnder iron howitzer, 
1 ; 6 -pounder rifles, 2 . 

Captain Boone’s: C-pouiider bronze, 05 12-pounder bronze howitzers, 
2 ; 6 -pounder bronze rifle, 1 . 


■"Not lonntl. 
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Captain Fenner’s: 6-pounder bronze, 2; 12-poander bronze liowitzers, 
2 . Two bronze rifles at Baton Rouge. 

Captain Bradford’s: 6-pounder bronze, 4; 12-pounder bronze howitz¬ 
ers, 2. 

Respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 

GEORGE UPSHUR MAYO, 
Major Artillery and Chief of OrdMance. 

[Inclosiire.] 

A .—Satteries at Port Sudson. La,, as per memorandum of Captain Cxirard. ordnance officer, 

Octolsr 24,1862. 


Batteries. 

1 

"S 

d 

Caliber. 

Carriage. 

Cartridge. 

Solid shot. 

i 

Spheiioal 

6 

1 

Canister. 

Eemarka. 

No. 1. 










Site abandoned. 



42. 

Barbette.. 

106 

390 


48 

20 



No. 2.. 

3 



ICIO 

60 

24 


15 

20 


24 rifled. 

... do. 

125 

75 

84 


25 



No. 3. 

3 

32 rifled. 

....do ... 

108 

180 

50 




Only one monnted. 

No. 4.. 

1 

8-inob.. 

Coltimbiad. 

110 

no 

125 


*50* 

_ 

No. 5 

1 


... do 

100 

49 

50 





No. 6.. 

1 

32. 

Barbette.. 

115 

160 

42 


f--* 

60 


No- 7 

1 







I.... 


No gun mounted. 

No- ft 

2 

24 rifled 

... do _ 

200 

80 


. 1... 

20 

One mounted. 

No. 9, 




None mounted. 



32 . 


100 

150 


:.r” 



No. 10.. 

*3 

24 rifled 

Siege . 

205 

150 


100 

20 

40 



... 

24 rifled 

... do _ 

100 

150 

.... 

100 

20 

40 


No. 11.. 

2 

24 rifled. 

...do ... 

200 

80 



. - -. 





24 rifled 

... do. 







Platform for this gun not .>et 










complete, October 24. 


In Camp, G Miles above MataooedAj on Colorado, 

October 29, 1802—9 a. in. 

Col. X. B. Debeay, 

Commanding 8uh-Mlliiarg District of Houston: 

Colonel: The last communication from this battalion was forwar(l(i(l 
to your headquarters from battalion headquarters on rcyton\s C3re<dv, 
and dated October 27. Almost immediately on receiving* tlie intelli¬ 
gence forwarded the battalion marched to Matagorda. Arriving thercs 
wo found all quiet. Two gunboats and scbveral small sail were lying at 
anchor in the bay, outside of Dog Island Bar, wlieri^ they arc* at iiresent. 
They have made no attempt at landing. It. H. Chinn, ])rovost-iiiarshal 
of Matagorda, informed me that there weic about 1,100 iioiinds of ])ow- 
der in the town belonging to the county. 1 have ordered tin* same rc*- 
moved and have furnished^transportation to some i)la(*e of se'emrity. I 
have taken the same measures in regard to the public recurds. Both 
will he conveyed to one Judge Talbot’s, on Caney. Many of the citi 
zens of Matagorda would leave the place could they be*; provided for 
elsewhere. At my request the negroes, or most of them, are to be re¬ 
moved. A day or two ago I detached a commissionc^d ollicer and 'M) 
men to drive all the live stock off Matagorda Peninsula, but on hearing 
the enemy had possession of it and were there in some lorce 1 ordered 
the return of the party, and concluded to attem])t it again and when 
better prepared. I had ordered the pro\’ost-marshal to see that the 
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residents of the peninsula removed their stock, grain, and ether produce 
some two weeks since. He notified them in good time but they failed 
to comply, and j&om all I learn from reliable sources the occupants are 
generally disloyal. I do not know what the enemy intends doing in this 
vicinity. 

Inclosed you will find the substance of an interview between the 
mayor of Lavaca and the commanding officer of the Federal vessels in 
the bay. I received the copy from Indianola yesterday. I shall en¬ 
deavor to keep up a line of communication with Port Lavaca and will 
forward all intelligence of importance. The yellow fever is still epi¬ 
demic m Matagorda, although there are but few cases now; so from 
want of Diaterial. There are more effective men in my command at this 
moment than thei>i have been within the past four months. Very little 
sickness and none of a serious nature. 

With very great respect, 

E. E. BEOWN, 

Lieutenant-Oolonel^ Commanding Battalion, 
Per E. M. WALSH, 

Acting Adjutant, 


[Inclosuro.] 

Indianola, Tex.‘, Ootoler 26,1862. 

Maj. D. B. Shea: 

Sir: At 11.30 a, m. Woodward, Captain Sheppard, and myself went 
on board the enemy^s vessel, the Westfield, lying at the lower wharf, 
and in conversation with Captain Eenshaw and Captain Paul, of the 
Clifton, Captain Eenshaw stated in substance that he had come into 
the bay to take possession of all the towns on the bay; that Indianola 
was already in his possession, and that he should take the other towns 
as soon as the wind and weather favored; that he had three rifled guns 
and six 9-inch guns, with which he could command the bay; that he 
did not come to interfere with the citizens of Indianola; that he had no 
force to land at present, but that he should take and hold the towns by 
water; that the citizens could come to Indianola by land or water and 
go out when they pleased; that small boats bringing wood and pro¬ 
visions to Indianola would not be interfered with, and he hoped the 
(iitizeus would unite with him in preserving the order and peace of the 
town. He might send a few men on shore to buy provisions, and if he 
(lid and tluiy were interfered with he might fire on the town. He hoped 
such a collision would not occur. He said he must have fresh beef, and 
if he could buy and pay for it he would do so; if not, he would take it 
by some means and at some place. 

The above is the substance at the interview of the (*onv(*rsati()ii of 
any importance. 

In haste, yours, &c., 

H. B. OLE^ ELAKl). 


Eichmond, Va., Octoher 29, 1862. 
Governor Shorter, Montgomery^ Ala,: 

My Dear Sib: Your letter of October 22 has been received,* and I 


Noh found. 
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have given it my earnest consideration. I entirely concur with you as 
to the immense importance of Mobile and the adjacent country and the 
unfortunate results that would follow its fall. I have felt long and 
deeply the hazard of its condition and an anxious desire to secure it, 
but have vainly looked for an adequate force which could be spared 
from other localities. The enemy greatly outnumber us and have 
many advantages in moving their forces, so that we must often be com¬ 
pelled to hold positions and fight battles with the chances against us. 
Our only alternatives are to abandon important points or to use our 
limited resources as effectively as the circumstances will permit. 

The self-devoted patriotism of the city of Mobile and the State of 
Alabama assures us that the efforts of the Coniederate States will be 
seconded to the utmost in its resistance to the invaders. 

I have directed Brigadier-General Slaughter to be ordered to Mo¬ 
bile, and the Secretary of War is endeavoring to get some troops to 
send there. If enough conscripts to fill up the Alabama regiments 
now there can be promptly sent to General Forney they will materially 
increase his strength and the chances of a successful resistance. Tour 
friendly co-operation, which has always been cheerfully rendered, is 
expected to render valuable aid in accomplishing this object. 

Directions were given by me that you should be called on to aid en¬ 
rollment by ordering State ofiOicers to perform the duty. Thus I hoped 
to avail myself of your good disposition to advance the service and to 
secure the greatest efficiency and least dissatisfaction. Such is still 
the policy I prefer, and which your closing remarks lead me to sup¬ 
pose would be most acceptable to you. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 

JEFFEESON DAVIS. 


Ordnance Office, 
Jackson^ October 31, 18C2. 

Maj. J. B. Waddy, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Major : I have the honor to submit the accompanying report of the 
batteries at Vicksburg. 

I am, major, vei'y respectfully, 

GEOEGB UrsnUK MAYO, 

Major ArtiUery and Chief of Ordnantr. 


flnclosuie ) 

Office of Chief of Ordnance, 
Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana, 

JacJcso7i, Miss.j Ocioher 31, 1802. 

REPORT OF HEAVY BATTERIES, VICRSBURO, MISS. 

(Beginning at Snyder’s Bluff, upon the Yazoo Kiver, 13 miles above 

the city.) 

The first battery is at Snyder’s Bluff, sometimes called Haines’ Mill, 
upon the east side of the river, and intended for three guils, none of 
which are mounted. A landing about 1 mile below it is protected by a 
light battery, commanded by Col. W. T. Withers. This battery does 
not bear the least evidence of care. 
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Second. Captain Parks’ battery, usually known as the siege battery, 
mounts two rifle 32s, one smooth 32, and one 42-pounder. It is kept in 
good order, but Captain Parks complains that the guns can only be 
served with much labor, from the structure of both carriage and chassis. 
The former has only two truck wheels, the near end resting upon the 
chassis, thus increasing friction. If facilities can be olfered, I recom¬ 
mend that rear trucks be placed upon all carriages so constructed, as 
the complaint made by Captain Parks is general. The traverse wheels 
to the chassis are small, which, taken in connection with theindifi:erent 
iron from which the traverse circles are made, is the cause of the diffi¬ 
culty experienced in traversing the piece. These should be replaced 
by other wheels of larger diameter, to lessen the friction. This battery 
was originally embrasured. These are still open, though the necessity 
for the same no longer exists, and to this extent weakens the parapet 
and exposes the gorge of the battery. They should be closed. 

Louisiana Battery is one 32-pounder banded rifle. This battery is 
not yet finished. Trees to the right are to be removed and earth to be 
thrown upon the magazine. 

Captain Dismukes’ battery, one 18-pounder rifle upon naval carriage 
and one 8-inch columbiad, is kept generally in good order. The carriage 
needs tightening. This occurs in one or two instances, and when told 
to the officers commanding that this was necessary, they replied that 
repeated applications for wrenches have been unavailing. 

Lieutenant Miller’s battery, one 8-inch columbiad, has its elevating 
screw out of repair. 

Captain Norman’s battery, of one 9-inch Bahlgren gun, is in good 
order. It is worked with a quoin, which should be replaced with a 
screw. 

These are all above (north) of the city. 

Captain Durrive’s battery, two 42-pouriders, which I am informed 
by Lieutenant Ilarrod, who accompanied me at the inspection, are use¬ 
less from the difficulty of serving them. 

(>aptain Todd’s battery, with bomb-proofs, uiou]its four guns upon 
navy carriages, two 32-pouuder rifles and two 42-pounder smooth-bores. 
Kept neatly and with care. 

This is the last battery inspected from want of time. 

Those below, as given me by Lieut. [B.] Morgan Harrod, Brigadier- 
General Smith’s staff, are— 

Butler’s battery, two 32s, rifled. 

Ogdmi’s battery, two 10-inch columbiads and one 32-pounder rifled. 

Upper and Lo\\er Gibb’s battery, two 8-inch Dahlgrens and one 32 
rifle. 

Blakel.v battery, one 7-iiich Blakely gun. 

The next two are not mounted. 

Sm(‘ed’s battery, one 32-pounder. 


MAGAZINES. 

These are universally too small and without ventilation. The am¬ 
munition, from the former-named circumstance, is closely packed, and 
the passage-ways much impeded by the storing or budge-barrels, pro¬ 
jectiles, and implements of various kinds. 

In some of the batteries 42-pounder guns are mounted upon 32-pounder 
carriages. These are too light, and liave been cut in the cheeks to admit 

54 R R—VOL XV 
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the gun. They should be mounted without loss of time upon carriages 
of proper size, made, if not already in the department, at Jackson Ar¬ 
senal, and one or two spare ones of assorted sizes sent to supply the 
place of any that may be damaged by the fire of the enemy. 

Eespectfully submitted, 

GEOEGE UPSHGE MATO, 

Major Artillery and Chief of Ordnance. 


Abatraot from report of troops in the District of the Gulf, commanded hy Maj. Gen. John 
£[. Forney, October 31, 1862 (headquarters Mobile, Ala.). 


Troops. 

Present for 
duty. 

3 

s 

> 

1 

I 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

i 

§ 

1 

j 

1 

Army of Mobilft............... 

254 

130 

64 

20 

3,475 
1,949 
1,162 
217 

3,700 
2,104 
1,295 
246 

4,888 
2,462 
1,484 
295 

5,605 

2,818 

1,029 

338 

Detachment of observation. 

Porta Morgan and G-ainea_______ 

Cbocta'w and Owen Bloife...-. 

Grand total.......... 

468 

6, 803 1 

7, 345 1 

9,129 

10,390 



Organization of troojps in the District of the Oulf commanded by Maj. Gen. 
John H. Forney, October 31, 1862. 


ABMY OF MOBILE. 

Brig. Gen. J. E. Slaughter commanding. 

nth Alabama. 

18tli Alabama. 

36t)b Alabama. 

88tli Alabama. 

40tli Alabama. 

Cavalry (company). 

Marianna Dragoons. 

Mobile Dragoons. 

Partisan Rangers (battalion). 

Partisan Rangers (company). 

2d Battalion Alabama Artillery, Co. A. 

2d Battalion Alabama Artillery, Co. E. 
Gid. Nelson Artillery. 

CHOCTAW AND OWEN BLUFFS. 

Col. C. D. Anderson commanding. 

21st Alabama Infantry, First Battalion. 


DETACHMENT OF OBSERVATION. 

Col. J. R. F. Tattnall commanding. 

29tli Alabama. 

19tb Lonisi.aiia. 

2d Alabama Cavalry. 

Florida Cavalry (battalion). 

Fowler’s battery. 


FORTS MORGAN AND GAINES. 

Col. W. L. Powell commanding. 

2l8t Alabama, Second Battalion. 

1st Confedeiate Regiment Georgia 
Trooiis. 

\"i\' ’> company cavalry. 

Bariow's eom])any cavalry. 

Alabama Artillery, First Battalion. 
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Ahstraet from Seturn of il<e Mrst District of Texas, commanded by Brig. Gen. P. 0. JSdbert, 
for OctoleTj 1862 (headquartefi'S San Anionic, Tex,). 


Commanding officer. 

Troops. 

Present for 
duty. 

Aggregate present. 

§ 

■g 

II 

1 

fcJD 

Horses. 

1 

Pieces of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

1 

o 

13 

-g 

1 

« 

1 

1 

f 

& 

■| 

1 

Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee.. 

Col. X. B. Debray.' 

Gov. J. R. Baylor. 

Sub-District of the 
Rio Grande. 
Sub-District of Hous¬ 
ton. 

Northern frontier.... 

136 

196 

2,288 

3,042 

2, SOI 

4,020 

3,902 

5,403 

1,189 

1,365 

5 

....1 

5 

13 

1 

Grand total. 

i 










332 

5,330 

6,821 

9,305 

2,554 

5 

18 

1 


NOTE FROM ORIGINAL RETURN. 


Aggregate present and absent. 9,338 

Col. P. N, Luokett. 480 

Lieut. Col. R. R. Brown. 927 

Capt. L. C. Rountree. 102 


10,847 


Statement of forces in the Sub-Military District of the Mio Gh'ande^ Jtsocmber 1,1862. 


Bank. 


Number of companies and corps. 


Station. 


Force. 


Col. P. N. Luokett. 
Col. P. C. Woods.. 


Ten companies 3d Regiment Texas Infantry.. 
Ten companies 36th Regiment Cavalry. 


Col. C. L. Pyron. 

Maj. D. D. Shea. 

Maj. A. M. Hobby. 

Ma. 1 . W. 0. Yager. 

Maj Joseph Taylor. 

Capt James Duff. 

Capt. E. Creuzbanr. 

Capt. B. 13. Maclin. 

Capt. S. Benavides. 

Capt. B. Benavides. 

Capt. J. M Penaloza. 

Capt H. Willke. 

Capt. B F. Neal. 

Capt. J. A. Ware. 

Capt. John Ireland. 

Capt. J. T. Brackenridge.. 

Capt. A. Navarro. 


Ten companies 2d Regiment Texas Mounted 
Rifles. 

Two compames artillery. 

Four companies infantry. 

Four companies cavalry. 

Five companies cavalry. 

Two companies Partisan Bangers . 

One company heavy artilleiy.. 

One company light battery. 

One conmany Texas Mounted Rifles (unat¬ 
tached). 

.do. 

One company infantry (unattached). 

One company light battery. 

One comxiany heavy ai tillery (unattached)., 
One conupany Texas Mounted Rifles (unat¬ 
tached). 

One company infantry (unattached). 

One company Texas Mounted Rifles (unat¬ 
tached). 

.do. 


Rio Grande. 

Lavata Pwiver and 
Fort Clark. 
Columbus. 

Lavaca . 

Corpus Chriati... 

Fort Brown. 

San Antonio. 

.do . 

Rio Giande. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

San Antonio. 

Corpus Chiisti .. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

Lavaca . 

Atascosa.. 


Total, 


648 

823 

752 

204 

303 

404 

407 

142 

62 

52 

76 

79 

104 

87 

91 

83 

320 

79 

80 


4,596 


Many of the companies are still recruiting, and the force may safely 
be considered 500 stronger than the returns for October show, especially 
as many conscripts have been sent to the commands which are not ac¬ 
counted for on the returns for October. 

E. E. GEAT, 

Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

I^OVEMBEB 1,1862. 
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Jaokson, Miss., November 2,18G2. 

Maj. J. R. Waddy, 

A. yL. ff., JDept. of Mississip])i and Hast Louisiana^ Jaclcson: 

Major : On the 30th ultimo I proceeded to Vicksburg and made an 
inspection of the main approaches from the Yazoo River to the Valley 
road, also of the batteries, and respectfully submit the following : 

Lake’s road, which runs from the mouth of Chickasaw Bayou to 
Valley road, passing by Lake’s house and through abatis 1 and 2, is a 
good road, sufficiently wide for troops and artillery. A good landing 
could readily be made at the river. 

Abatis No. 1 is not strong. No. 2 is better; still could be greatly 
improved. Where the road i^asses through it is open for at least 75 feet. 
The abatis are about 300 yards wide and 200 long. At low water the 
main road can be reached by passing over a good road along the bank 
of Chickasaw Bayou and crossing a bar in Pishing Lake. For artillery 
to pass the banks of the lake would have to be cut down. At the bar 
is the point to defend the road. 

About one-half mile above Chickasaw Bayou is a good levee, running 
from the river nearly to the main road, at least 10 feet wide on top. With 
very little work this levee could be made a good road. It could, how¬ 
ever, be easily obstructed and defended, particularly at the points where 
it runs close to the lake and has the swamp on the other side. A good 
landing can be made at the river. The levee can be used when the 
other roads are overflowed. The distance from the river to the Valley 
road is from 3J to 4 miles. 

The batteries at Vicksburg are generally in good condition. For 
amount of ammunition on hand I respectfully refer you to the ordnance 
officer’s report. 

Battery No. 1 (on Captain Lockett’s plan of Vicksburg) is conii)oscd 
of three 32s (two rifled) and one 42-pounder. The magazine is not suf- 
flciently protected. 

Battery No. 2, one 32 rifled, in a line commanding i^ositioii. Maga- 
zine well protected. 

No. 3, oneS-inclicoliimbiadandone 18-])(nind(*r j ifl(‘d. Tlu^ magazine 
should have more earth upon it. 

No. 4, one 8-inch columbiad. Carriage not in good eondition. 

No. 5, one 9-inch Dahlgren ; has but 21 rounds of sluOl, 28 of grape, 
and 200 solid shot. 1 Avouhl not recommend using solid shot out ol* t Ids 
gun. Magazine badly constructed. 

No. C, no gun yet mounted. 

No. 7, two 42s, which work badly. Magazine not suniciently pro¬ 
tected. 

No. 8, two 42s and two 32s, rifled; one ])an(led. Magazim^ re<piires 
more protection. 

No. 9, two rifled 32s. 

No. 10, two 10-inch columbiads, one 32 rifled, and oiu^ 10-iucli mortar. 
No. 11, one 32 rifled. 

No. 12, one 8-inch navy shell gun. 

No. 13, one 7-inch Blakely gun aud one 8-inch Dahlgren. 

No. 14, one 32-x)ounder siege gun. This gun and tliose in No. 13 are 
to be moved nearer the city. 

I was informed by the ordnance officer that at IhUteiy No. 12 there 
was 800 pounds of unserviceable powder, having boconu^ so by iu^gl(‘ct of 
the officer who had charge of the battery. I would i es])(‘(‘tliilly suggest 
that this powder be sent to the mill at Selma, Ala., to be rewinked! A 
number of the carriages are too light lor th(‘ guns mounted upon them. 
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and consequently will not stand long-continued firing. I respectfully 
suggest that others he made to replace them immediately. Many of the 
carriages being made of indifierent material, I respectfully would rec¬ 
ommend that there be at least one spare carriage of each caliber, none 
now being on hand. I would also respectfully suggest that a depot mag¬ 
azine be built as far to the rear as possible within the line of works. The 
ordnance officer informs me that he has now no jiroper place for keep¬ 
ing powder and ordnance stores. 

General Smith reports his command greatly in need of tents, clothes, 
shoes, and blankets; has 400 men without shoes. 

For the roads, &c., indicated in this report I refer you to the plan 
which is herewith respectfully submitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. LOVELL, 

Lieut Col, and Acting Assistant Inspector General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs. Dept, of Mississippi and East Louisiana, 

Jaclzson^ November 5, 1802. 

Eespectfully referred to Brigadier-General Smith, commanding Sec¬ 
ond Military District, who will make requisition for all the gun-car¬ 
riages needed and one extra carriage for each caliber. General Smith 
will also cause the magazines to be strengthened. His attention is 
called to the importance of a depot magazine. If the officer in charge 
of Battery Ko, 12 is to blame for the injury of powder he will cause 
the officer to be brought to trial. The powder will be sent to Selma, 
Ala., to be reworked. Clothing will be furnished as soon as possible. 
Please return this report. 

By order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

J. E. TVADDY, 
Assistant Adjxitant General. 


Specjjal Orders, \ Headquarters Department Ko. 2, 

No. o(). ) Knoxville,^ November 3,1862. 

V. The limits of the District of the Gulf, under the command of Brig¬ 
adier-General Forney, are extended to the thirty-third parallel. 

X ) X • k ^ 

By command of General Bragg: 

GEOEGE W]\r. BEENT, 

Chief of JStaJ' and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


EN(aNrj:R Department, 
JTarrishurg^ Te.c.^ Koormber 3, 18G2, 
Lieut. P. M. Franklin, A. A. A. 0., Houston, Tex.: 

Sir: In obedience io Special Orders, No. 251, dated October 27, 
1862, I proceeded to the Brazos Ibver, and liave the honor to report 
tli(‘ lollowing : 

Tlie bar at the mouth of that river will admit vessels drawing 7^ feet 
of water at flood tide and calm w(‘ather, and once over the bar there 
is from 20 to 30 feet of vatev ms high \\\^ UvS Columbia. The river is 
destitute of timber for some 4 miles from the bar. The defenses con- 
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sist of an open battery in front of the town of Velasco, on the left bank 
of the river, and has two 18-pounder guns mounted on rather high 
barbette carriages. The earthwork was recently put in proper shape. 
These guns are too small for defending the entrance of this important 
river, but will serve very well as guard guns until the works higher 
up the river will be finished. The towns of Velasco and Quintana are 
of course exposed to the shells of the enemy, and might be taken any 
time, if worth taking. The coast from here to the San Bernard is easily 
defended, as there exists a series of lakes about miles inshore, ex¬ 
tending fcom the Brazos to the San Bernard. The mouth of this latter 
river is very difficult of access, having but 1J feet of water at low tide 
and shifting sand bars for the extent of half a mile. I found there a 
12-pounder gun served by a detachment of 6 men, which I ordered to 
be removed to the Brazos Eiver, where the citizens try everything to 
put it in a state of defense. About 7 miles up the Brazos Eiver, where 
the timbered highland commences, the county of Brazoria is erecting a 
very formidable obstruction across the river, consisting of a solid layer 
of live-oak logs from 12 to 20 feet long. The river is there 29 feet deep, 
and piles will be driven on both sides of this strong barrier to keep it 
from floating off. About two-thirds of this work is nearly done. I ad¬ 
vised those in charge to provide for a suitable opening in the middle to 
let the current and the drift-wood pass through, to be shut by moveable 
rafts when the enemy appears. I have no faith in solid obstructions of 
mighty rivers, but it will hold out till spring, I hope. The selection of 
the place for this work is not exactly what 1 could wish for, but so far 
gone already I try to make the best of it. Within canister-shot of this 
veritable blockade is a battery of two 8-inch siege howitzers, built by 
order of Lieutenant-Colonel Bates. This work is exposed to the long- 
range guns of hostile ships. I ordered some alterations to be made on 
it, both for strength and protection, and located a new battery of two 
12-pounder siege guns on the opposite (left) river bank, out of sight of 
the ascending boats, and commanding the dam within canister-range. 
The planters here will furnish me with laborers and most of the material 
free of charge to the Government, and I therefore will erect for them a 
casemated battery for those two guns. All this work properly exe¬ 
cuted, nothing can pass this place j of this I have the fullest confidence. 
We have but to look out that the works are not flanked by a land force. 
At this post there is also a section of light artillery—some 50 men— 
with two iron 6-pounders and good horses, intended to act against any 
demonstration on the San Bernard, which river can be readied from 
here in one and three-quarter hours. 

To-morrow I leave for the Trinity, and as soon as the work there is 
under way I will return to the more important Brazos and sa])eriiit(‘nd 
that work personally. Finally, I request that the sum of $5,000 be set 
aside by the quartermaster for the engineer department. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. KELLEESBERG, 

Major and Engineer in Charge, 


Headquarters First District of Texas, 

San Antonio^ Tex,^ November 3,1862. 
Col. X. B. Dbbray, Commanding^ c&c., Houston^ Tex,: 

Colonel: I am directed by the general commanding to write as 
follows for your information and guidance; 

When Yirginia Point was fortified, Galveston being deemed unteiia- 
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ble with the guns at our disposal, the object was with the Ute-de-;pont 
to hold the bridge and annoy the enemy on the island, and thus oblige 
him to keep a large force there. This plan was based upon a reserve 
of troops at Houston, on the railroad, and at other points commanding 
the streams leading into Galveston Bay. The troops that were raised 
for this purpose have been ordered to other fields of action. Under 
these circumstances Virginia Point and the tete^de-jocnt became as un¬ 
tenable as the island. The general commanding had hoped that he 
would have been able to send some troops from this district in the direc¬ 
tion of Houston, but the recent demonstration and attacks on the coast 
have rendered it impossible. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL BOYER DAVIS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BDeadquarters First District of Texas, 

San Antonio^ Tex.^ November 3,1862. 

Col. X. B. Debray, 

Commanding^ (6e., Houston, Tex.: 

Colonel 5 The general commanding directs that should you have 
cause to apprehend an attack upon your line of communication with 
Houston you will evacuate Virginia Point, bringing away all guns, 
ammunition, platforms, &c., and take position with your troops on the 
Houston side of Simmes^ Bayou. All means in your power must be used 
to keep the enemy from penetrating into the interior. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL BOYER DAVIS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Jackson, Ifovemher 6,1862, 

General J. 0. Pemberton : 

The 1‘ollowing telegram has just been received from Major-General 
Taylor: 

New Iberia, NbuewSer 4,1862. 

Wc hiivo l)cou driven ont of the La Fourche country. The command of General 
Monton is west of Berwick Bay. Can you send me one regiment of reliable infantry 
by way of mouth of Red River? The salt-works may be endangered. 

J, H. MORRISON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Jackson, Noremher 6,1862. 

Major-General Taylor, Alexandria^ La.: 

General Pemberton absent. I telegraphed him.* This is his answer: 

Under existing circumstances I cannot send a regiment unless of vital importance, 
in which event I will do my best. 

J. n. MORRISON, 

Aide-de-Gamp. 


"^See General Taylor's dispatch of November 4, telegraphed by Lieutenant Morrison 
to General Pemberton November 6. 
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Ueadqitarters Sub-Military District of Houston, 

Houston^ Tex.j November 6,1862. 

Capt. Samuel Boyer Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ &c.^ San Antonio^ Tex,: 

Sir : I received to-day your communication of the 3d instant, direct¬ 
ing me to evacuate Virginia Point should I apprehend an attack upon 
my line of communication with Houston. I have stated this appre¬ 
hension in my communications* to you, dated 19th and 26th instant 
[ultimo]. I felt then, as I do now, the difficulty of my position at Vir¬ 
ginia Point in the absence of a supporting force, and the dangers that 
might result for Houston and the railroad lines converging at Harris¬ 
burg. However, to-day’s mail brings us the happy tidings of counter¬ 
orders given to Sibley’s brigade and Baylor’s command, which were 
preparing to march out of the State. If the news is true, and if the 
general commanding can spare some troops, I could not only hold Vir¬ 
ginia Point, but even reoccupy Galveston. 

My plan is as follows: One thousand men at Simm’s Bayou to cover Har¬ 
risburg, with advanced posts at the railroad bridges at Clear Creek and 
Dickenson’s Bayou; 300 gunners at Virginia Point and Eagle Grove to 
man the guns, with ample provisionsfor casualties of war; 700 men to sup¬ 
port the guns at Virginia Point, and 600 men to be thrown into Galves¬ 
ton Island; total, 2,600 men. Add to these 300 men of cavalry to scout 
upon the flanks. The enemy has failed to occupy the city; he dare not 
keep his flag waving over it more than fifteen minutes; he leaves the 
population in a starving condition; the fences are being destroyed for 
fuel, and the people are every day applying to us for means of existence. 
Except a handful of foreigners who seek shelter from our scouts on the 
wharves under the guns of the enemy the popi lation will welcome our 
return. We could quarter the troops in rear of the city, intrench our¬ 
selves against a landing force, and should the enemy open his fire he 
would be compelled to bombard a city he has i)le(lged himself to defend. 
In the absence of railroad communications, which would be impractica¬ 
ble under the enemy’s guns, supplies could be furnished to the garrison 
by wagons coming over the bridge at night. I am even told that by 
bridging or shelling a small stream a wagon road could be made with 
little labor beyond reach of the enemy’s lire. One month ago, when 
the enemy had entered tlie bay, we had but two 24-i)onnders Jel‘t, to 
answer to from thirty-six to forty guns, all of superior range. A de¬ 
fense would have been useless, and a position in wliieli a largo amount 
of property can be injured or destroyed, without any possibility ot in¬ 
flicting injury to the enemy, ougiit not to be held. Moreover, Virginia 
Point was not sufficiently garrisoned and the bridge could easil.y liav(‘> 
been destroyed by the enemy, in which case the garidson of Galveston, 
even in the absence of an enemy’s landing force, was doomed to starva¬ 
tion or surrender. 

The position of the garrison of Virginia Point is at present nearly as 
critical, with exception that, if outflanked, starvation and surrender 
maybe avoided by a dash through the enemy’s lines; but should the 
the general commanding deem expedient to order re-enforcements to 
this point both Galveston and Virginia Point can be held. Our jiosi- 
tioii would even be better than it was one mouth ago, because should 
the enemy open a bombardment he would bear before the civilized world 
the opprobrium of having destroyed a city of which ho had taken nominal 
possession without being able to hold it. It would be a wanton destruc- 


Not found. 
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tiou. because it is well known by him that all the inhabitants are non- 
combatants and the immense majority of them Northern men and aliens. 

There is one serious inconvenience attending the operation above sug¬ 
gested. It is the extreme difficulty and heavy expense of supplying 
the troops at Virginia Point with water and fuel; also the county 
around is so low that in the rainy season it becomes a swamp, in which 
troops must suffer much when deprived of quarters. Should, howevei\ 
a permanent occupation be resolved upon, the barracks now erected 
along the beach could be removed beyong the range of the enemy^s 
guns to shelter the troops of support. The evacuation of Virginia 
Point being left to my discretion, I shall defer it until I am acquainted 
with the pleasure of the general commanding upon the plan just sub¬ 
mitted to him. In case of the approach of a landing force threatening 
my rear I shall endeavor to save all the artillery and ammunition I 
can. I would further respectfully state that Eeily’s and Green’s regi¬ 
ments are at Hempstead and Millican, and could, if ordered, march 
promptly to Houston. Although cavalry, they have served as infantry 
in New Mexico, and could still be used as such. Nothing new within 
this sub-district. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBEAY, 

Colonel^ Commanding t^uh-Military District of Houston, 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond^ Vu., Noremher 7, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Magrdder, 

Commanding^ &c,: 

Sir : I have the honor to invite your attention to the inclosed copies 
of papers filed in this office,*- and request you to communicate with 
Colonel Baylor, and inform him, in consequence of his order with re¬ 
gard to the Indians, that the authority to raise troops granted him by 
the Department is revoked. The authority was to raise troops in Ari¬ 
zona Territory, and if deemed necessary it may be conferred on some 
other person. You will proceed as soon as practicable to take such 
steps as may be necessary to reco\erthe Territory of Arizona. You 
will also iiiloim Colonel Baylor that the Piesident desires a repoitfrom 
him in leference to the inclosed order. 

Your obedient servant, 

G. AV. EANDOLPH, 

Secretary of War, 


Orders, \ Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

No. <SOS. S Alexandria^ Xovemher 7, 1802. 

J. Col. P. H. Parrar, of the Pointe Coupee Eegimcnt; Col. J. M. Por¬ 
ter, of the Saint Landry Eegiinent, and Lieut. Col. W. F. Cheney, of 
the Avoyelles Eegiinent, will oider, onieeeiid of this Older, into active 
s(‘rvice 50 ihcked men from each of tlieir regiments, to be armed with 
rilles. Each detachment to be placed under competent militia offi¬ 
cers, to be selected ]).\ the colonels; these <letachmeuts to be pla^d at 

^Not loiiiHi. JJiit se(‘ Ea^loi to Magiiidii, Vi tviuhn 1K)2, and McWillie to 
Sc( u laiy ol Wai, Jauuai> 10, isol. 
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stated distances along the Atchafalaya Eiver, and will operate on the 
enemy’s gunboats should they attempt to pass up that river. 

* » # ^ 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-cliief; 

M. GRIVOT, 

Adjutant and Insj^ecior General Louisiana, 


Headquarters First District of Texas, 

8cm Antonio^ Tex,^ November 8, 1862. 

His Excellency F. E. Lubbook, 

Governor of Texas^ Austin^ Tex,: 

Governor : The State of Texas is threatened with invasion. The 
troops I had raised for the defense of the State have been ordered to 
other fields of action. It becomes necessary to caE out a portion of 
the militia of the State to make such defense as we may. I therefore 
have the honor to call upon you for not less than 5,000 militia soldiers, 
to serve for three months unless sooner discharged. The troops to be 
armed and as far as possible equipped. The troops to go immediately 
into camp, drilled, and disciplined. To rendezvous as follows: At camp 
near Hempstead, a force of 2,000; at camp near Houston, 1,000; at 
camp near Columbus, 1,000; at or near Beaumont 500, and at Goliad 
1 ,000. The troops to be received by companies of not less than 64 
privates. Company, battalion, and regimental officers to be elected in 
accordance with the laws and regulations governing the Army of the 
Confederate States. Also to authorize Gov. J. E. Baylor, placed in 
immediate command of the Indian and northern frontier of the State, 
to call out from the frontier counties such a force of the militia as he 
may deem necessary for the defense of that frontier. This call upon 
you is of course subject to the sanction and approval of Major-General 
Magruder, who I am officially informed is ordered to relieve me in this 
command. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient s(*rvant, 

P. O. niilBEET, 

Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Disi'riot of Texas, 

1^0. 2G. ) 8an Antonio^ November 8, 1862. 

I. Gov. John E. Baylor is assigned tolhe immediate coiniiuind of the 
northern and Indian frontier of Texas. 

II. Gov. John E. Baylor will keep such forces as may bo under liis 
command and not needed on the immediate frontier in such a position 
as to be available to resist invasion from any quarter. 

III. Governor Baylor is authorized to employ two or three coini)anies 
of Chickasaws or Choctaws as spy companies, and such other i^ersons as 
spies as he may need. 

IV. Should the Texas frontier regiment be accepted by the Confed¬ 
erate Government for the war or three years, unless sooner discharged, 
it will be under the immediate command of Governor Baylor, who'will 
report to Brigadier-General Bee so much of the regiment as can be 
spared for such service as General Bee may direct. 
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y. Such militia and partisans as may be called out on the frontier 
will be under the command of Governor Baylor. 

By command of Brig. Gen. P. O. Hubert: 

SAMUEL BOYEE DAYIS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Jackson, Miss., November 9, 1862. 
Lieutenant-General Pembeetok, Abbeville, Miss, : 

General Yillepigue has been very ill for several days 5 is not expected 
to recover. Shall General Beall take command of General Y.^s forces? 
They want a general officer. 

J. E. WADDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Jackson, Miss., November 9,1862. 

General Beall, Port Hudson: 

Assume command at once of the reserve corps near your post for¬ 
merly commanded by Brigadier-General Yillepigue. 

J. E. WADDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Eichmond, November 10,1862. 
General John H. Foeney, Mobile, Ala,: 

The suspension of writ of habeas corpus in Mobile and 10 miles around, 
including the fortifications in that harbor, is not to be considered as 
authorizing tlie trial by military courts of civilians for offenses com¬ 
mitted, but only as holding them in duress for those offenses. 

S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector Ge7ieral, 


Headqttaiitees Distkict of Westeen Louisiana, 

Bayou Tcchv^ November 10 , 1862 . 

Lieut, (toii. j. (>, Pemberton, 

Commanding Department, laclson, Miss.: 

(lENintAL; I seize the first o]>portnnity to wiite you coneei-iiiiig the 
condition of affairs in iliis locality. 

1 hejird notliing from General Moiiton relative to tlie landing of the 
enemy and opei'ations on theLaFonrche until tlH‘ :>] si Ortoher, although 
tli(^ <‘n<‘niy Ijiiuh^d at l)onaldsonvill(‘ on tlie ‘Jotli, and by rt*asou of the 
(\stal)lis]i<‘d ]iiK‘ of couriers and lelegra])h 1 could have received infor¬ 
mation from tlie La Fourchc in thirty-six hours. 

As soon as I li(‘ard of the state of affairs in this jjortion of the State'. 
1 hasteiu'd to the Ti'che. On the road I met uiiuiIkm s of ('itizeiis remov¬ 
ing th('ir famili(‘S and iiegrcu's^ iind alarm and eeaifusion amounting to 
a ])anic seemed to have seizeal the puhlic mnid. On m^ arrival 1 found 
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our troops occupyiug a position on the Teche above the confluence with 
the Atchafalaya, where earthworks were being constructed and heavy 
guns (24 and 32 pounders) mounted. These works are nearly completed 
and four guns now in i)osition. About 2 miles below these intreiich- 
ments obstructions have been placed in Bayou Teche. The steamer 
Cotton, formerly a Mississippi Eiver passenger boat, on which three 
guns have been placed, engaged and succeeded in driving out of the 
Teche four of the enemy’s gunboats which had gotten into Berwick Bay. 
These boats of the enemy were formerly river and sea steamers, which 
have been somewhat strengthened, but are by no means formidable. 
Their light draught, however, enables them to navigate the bayous and 
streams in the interior of the State. I am satisfied if the Mobile and 
St. Mary, the two boats which were removed from Berwick Bay on the 
fall of K^ew Orleans and carried to the Yazoo, had been here, they, with 
the Cotton, even in her unfinished state, would have sunk the enemy’s 
boats. 

I am about to construct a work on the Atchafalaya Eiver with a view 
to the protection of that stream. The importance of keeping the Atchaf¬ 
alaya open cannot be overestimated, from the fact that it afltbrds the 
only water transportation for the salt from the mines on Avery’s Island 
to the Red and Mississippi Rivers. By a short land portage from the 
Teche this salt can be transported to boats navigating the Atchafalaya. 
The presence of the Mobile and St. Mary would conduce greatly to the 
protection of that important stream. 

1 am of the opinion that the proper cencentration of the troops un¬ 
der command of Brigadier-General Mouton at some i)oint on the La 
Fourche would have enabled him to defeat the enemy in their laud attack 
by way of the Bayou La Pourche, but the division of liis force in guard¬ 
ing remote points and fear of being cut off by the enemy’s gunboats 
and forces at Berwick Bay rendered his force inadequate to contend 
with the enemj" on the bayou and induced him to liasten liis evacuation 
of the La Pourche country. Subsequent events sliowed that ainjflc lime 
would have been afforded General Mouton to have concentrated liis 
forces as above mentioned and cross the bay licfore th(i enemy’s boats 
could have reached it. With the enemy, liowev(‘r, at I>erwi(‘k Bay it 
would have been imjiossible for our troops to lia\(‘ oecu])i(‘d the La 
Pourche section, as coinuiunicatioii with tliis jiortion of iho country 
and our suxiplies Avould have been cut off. 

Nearly all the troops of General Moiiton’s command are mow wlio 
have been raised in this ncighhorliood and av1k>s(‘ ramili(‘s i(*si(b‘ li(‘re; 
hence at all times, and esx)(‘cia]ly undercircumslaii(*(\s lik(‘ lhos(‘ \\l»i<*li 
have just taken jdace, much straggling occurs, and tlie strcnigtii ol‘ th(‘ 
command is thus materially IcsseiUMl. One good ri^ginumt ot infanir> 
not subject to such influences would he of incalculahh^. s(‘rvic(i to me, 
and if you can sx)are me such a regiment 1 vshoiild feel much strengtii 
ened. 

If the enemy sends any very consideralde force against thesalt miiH‘s 
my force would be inadequate to its defense. Against vSiich as is now' 
probably at his disposal 1 feel that there is no danger of their being 
cut off!, but their importance to us is doubtless well known to the cnem \, 
and may induce an attack with a large ibree. 

1 have just heard that Sibley’s brigade, which was ordered to report 
to me, has had its destination changed, and is now ordered to Richmond, 
Ya. I had confidently expected at least the accession of that In igadi^. 
to my command. 

I regret exceedingly that the steamer Newsboy, laden with salt for 
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the State of Mississippi, was unable to get out before the enemy^s gun¬ 
boats got into the bay. I shall endeavor, however, at the earliest moment 
possible to have this salt transported by land to a point onthe Atchaf- 
alaya where it may be reshipped and forwarded to its destination. 

If by any means you can spare me the two Whitworth guns now at 
Vichsbui'g, with a suj00icient supply of ammunition, I think I can drive 
the enemy from Berwick Bay and recover the entire control of the 
Atchafalaya. 

I am informed that there are some siege guns at Yicksburg. Can 
you spare a few of them 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. TAYLOE, 
Major-General. 


Eichmond, November 10, 1862. 

Hon. Geouge W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War: 

I have come direct from New Orleans to this city to lay before the 
Government here the following facts for its information and benefit: 

A short time since I made application to the State Bank of Louisiana 
for a loan of $100,000, for which I i^roposed to give a mortgage on plan¬ 
tation and slaves in the Confederacy. The bank was willing to give 
me the sum, but inasmuch as General Butler’s orders prohibited the 
dealing with or payment of money to rebels his special assent to the 
transaction was necessary. For the purpose of getting it, and also to 
learn if he would permit me to pass his lines with the money, the pres¬ 
ident of the bank, J. M. Lapeyre, esq., called upon him and made known 
my intention of going into the country to purchase cotton. Ho gave 
his assent to the transaction, and in the course of conversation told 
Mr. Lapeyre that if I wished to ship the cotton to New Orleans he 
would guarantee its protection to do with it as I pleased, and, farther, 
if I wished to take sui)plies from the city to the planters in lieu ot 
taking the money he would give the permission. 

Oil learning tliis, and on reflecting on it, I determined to see how far 
he was autliorizod by his Government to give such guarantee, and also 
to learn what articles he would prohibit from leaving the city and to 
what extent his Go^ eminent would allow the barter. 

In order to gain this information 1 prevailed on Mr. Lapeyre to call 
on him again and get his reply to the following: 

Finst. What artiel(*s will you not allow to leave the city? 

Second. To what extent wiW you allow the exchange? 

Third. Will the cotton or other produce be allowed to be sliix)i)ed to 
foreign jiorts if d(‘sired I 

Fourth. Have ;^()u the autlioiity of your Government and will you in 
the name of your Govornineiit give a writtiui pledge, provided the con¬ 
sent of the Confederate Slates Governnioiit is obtained'? 

To wliicli lie answ(*red as follows: 

To first. 1I(‘ said cotton or otlier jiroduce can come to New Orleans 
without ]*estri(*tioTi; the port is open, and everything except numitious 
of war go out. 

To second. The extent of sliiiuncnts to the interior will not be limited 
furtber than at least an ecpial value of the same be returned either in 
cotton or otlier jiroduce, viz, sugar, toba(*co, or naval stores. 

To third. The cotton or otlier ])ioducc can and may be shipped to any 
port in the world. 
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To fourth. He said he had not the authority from Washington, but 
that he had no doubt he could get it. He had, he said, permitted some 
limited- traffic, and his course had been approved at Washington. He 
would give a written promise, and would also get General Shepley, 
military governor, to join him in it. 

All this seemed to be so very good and kind (being equivalent to 
running the blockade with their aid and consent) that 1 could only 
suppose they had some hidden designs under it, and I determined to 
call upon Butler myself. I did not see him, but saw General Shepley, 
who in his capacity of Governor seems to be clothed with greater pow¬ 
ers than Butler concerning all matters not strictly military. 

I gathered from him that his Government wished, if possible, to pre¬ 
vent the burning of any more cotton 5 that they desired as fast as pos¬ 
sible to occupy the country, but if they sent forces in the interior the 
cotton would all be burned as fast as they approached it; that they had 
been strongly advised not to send forces near the cotton districts until 
they had first tried the effects of offering them peaceable trade 5 they 
believe the bitter feeling in the country will gradually subside ir they 
can only begin trade with the country, and that when planters find 
they can sell their cotton in small quantities for supplies they will be 
less inclined to burn it. The fact is they have met with considerable 
success above and below the city in conciliating the sugar planters, 
and they expect the same or greater success with the cotton planters, 
but in which they will find themselves mistaken. People generally in 
Louisiana advocated from the first the sale of sugar and molasses to 
them, but no one scarcely wished them to have one bale of cotton. I 
may oe wrong, but I believe such are the reasons for their liberal offers. 

I closed my interview with General Shepley with this understanding: 
That he would immediately send to Washington for authority from his 
Government in the premises and that I would lay the matter before the 
Government here for their consideration. 

Now, here is what can be done under this arrangement if the Govern¬ 
ment consents to any cotton leaving our territory. If permission was 
granted me to make the agreement with the Federals, under it 1 could 
deliver to i>lanters on the Mississippi not lar Iroin Vicksbiirg sucli 
things as our army are suffering for. Another boat from that city could 
easily get them to Vicksburg and from thence wlicrc you wish lliein. 
Large quantities of salt, bagging and ro])e, provisions, slioes, blaiik(‘ls, 
&c., could be given to the planters at comparatively low prices, wliicli 
at this time would greatly strengthen them in their ability to aid the 
Government. 

They will not object to cotton being shi])ped any wliere so long as it 
is for private account. Consequently, whilst I might hona Jide carry 
out my arrangement with the planters, 1 could easily i)la(‘c one-hall' 
or two-thirds of the whole amount sent out in lji\'erpool or Havre and 
have the proceeds of the same jdaced to the credit oi‘ the Confederate 
States there. 

Any portion ofthe machinery of the arrangement that might not work 
smoothly in New Orleans could be undoubtedly made to work by a lit¬ 
tle greasing, and I should have no comimnetions of conscience in using 
such means, considering the parties and the ends to be gained. 

At present the stock of blankets in New Orleans is very small. 
They would have to be procured elsewhere and sent tliere. There 
is a tolerable stock of shoes there, and more could easily be got¬ 
ten. Salt and provisions are plenty, and in three to four weeks any¬ 
thing required could be purchased in New York and sent there. My 
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plan of transportation would be witb boats belonging in the Confed¬ 
eracy and manned by crews of our own people. All my employes sbould 
be personally known to me, and no one should know of my understand¬ 
ing with the Confederate States Government. 

I have an arrangement with the State Bank of Louisiana which will 
enable me to carry out my proposition without any advance of money 
on the part of the Government. Such articles as I should bring out 
and indirectly deliver to the Government would only be required to be 
paid for when they were delivered. 

Cotton that I might ship for the Government would have to be paid 
for first and would have to be advanced by the Government. 

When I left iN'ew Orleans I was not aware Congress had adjourned. 
I expected to have met the whole of our Louisiana delegation here, 
through whom I believe I could have most fully satisfied the Goyeru- 
ment regarding myself. If the proposition is entertained there will be 
no difiiculty in this respect. I flatter myself I can give as high testi¬ 
monials of integrity as any citizen of New Orleans, of which place I 
have been a cifeen for thirty-one years. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

JNO. A. STEVENSON. 


[Indorsements.] 


November 13,1862. 

Eespectfully submitted to the President for his consideration. Mr. 
Stevenson comes well recommended. 

G. W. EANDOLPH, 

8ec}^etary of War, 

November 15,1862. 

The only objection to the within proposition is that it would authop 
izc the shipment of cotton to a port in possession of the enemy. This 
is qualified by the offer of a guarantee that it should not stop there. 

If the arrangement could be made so as to avoid the above objection 
it would be well to acce])t the proposition. 

The condition in relation to placing funds abroad is veiy important, 
and gives tliis a claim to preference ov^er any other offer which has been 
before me. ^ 


[luclosmo ] 

Louisiana State Bank, 

Netc Orleana, October 28, 1802. 

John A. Stevenson: 

Dear Sir: Tlie project you have communicated to me has had due 

considiTation. . ^ i 4 . 

You propose to iittemi)t to obtain the consent of the Contederatc 
States Government, as also tliatof the Federal Government, to be id- 
lowed to .supjtly ]»iovisious and other articles of prime necessity to the 
planters in the intoiior and to be permitted in return to purchase 
cotton Iroiu them and to ship the same through this port to Europe. 

It affords mo pleasure to say to you that this bank will make you the 
advances required to enable you to carry out your object when you shall 
have obtained said permission on tire terms proposed. 

This bank will also purchase your bills of exchange drawn against 
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any shipments of cotton yon may be enabled to make to any usual port 
in England, Prance, or Spain. 

I am, respectfully, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

J. M. LAPEYEE, 

President, 


Eichmond, Va., November 12,1862. 

General Eiohabd Taylor, 

. [Via Jaclcson^ Miss.]: 

See that the salt mines on the Teche are adequately protected. 

S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Ins^pector General. 


‘War Department, 
Richmond^ November 12,1862. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton, 

Commanding^ Jaekson^ Miss.: 

General ; This Department is still annoyed with complaints of seiz¬ 
ures of private property at Vicksburg and in Louisiana by the agents 
and officers of the quartermaster and commissary departments. Letters 
and oral communications describe an Algerine administration there 
rather than one of a Government acting under a constitution that guar¬ 
antees rights of property. 

The Department does not adopt these statements as exact, for they 
disclose a good deal of temper and irritation. But they authorize the 
Department to state anew its principle of action, and to ask you for cir¬ 
cumspection and vigilance. 

ITecessity alone will authorize an interference with pri\^ate ])roperty 
or the freedom of commerce among the citizens of the States. Th(i 
necessity should be apj)areiit, and tlie use of otluT means for suj)})ly 
than the invasion of inivate riglit diflieult and proearious. It is not 
enough that you may attain jour ends more convimicmtly by taking 
private property. The taking of private x>roperty must be a nec(‘ssary 
means of reaching the object. It is the duty of (inartermastcu's and 
commissaries to use the ordinary means to i)rocnre their supplies. Ac¬ 
tivity, energy, and lidelity would probably enable them to do this. But 
one would conclude from the letters and statements that coim^ to this 
Department that they repose quietly and lazily on the highways until 
private enterprise brings the resources tlioy stand in need of, and tlnm 
they use the strong hand in securing them for the Government. Vio¬ 
lence is represented as the j)rincipal instrument emidoyod to <*arry on 
the administration. l^Tot only do the charges imi)ugu the order of the 
administration, but its lidelity likewise. 

The subordinates are charged as being in league with certain ti’aders 
and dealers, and as lending the power of the Government to obstruct 
those who compete with them and in advancing the interests of their 
Confederates. 

This Department looks to you to impose ujion the administration of 
that department the impress of personal honor, and that injustice, ox)- 
pression, and partiality shall appear in no i)ortion of it. 

With consideration and respect, your obedient servant, 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 

Assistant Secretary of War, for the Secretary of War, 
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Headquarters Stjb-Military District of Houston, 

Eouston, Tex.^ November 12, 1862. 

Capt. Samuel Eoyer Dayis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, (See., Austin, Tex,: 

Sir : Tour communication,* dated Austin, iNovember 8, was received 
to-day at 2 p, m. Agreeably to the instructions of the general com¬ 
manding I have the honor to report that under the supervision of Maj. 
M. Menard, of Debray^s regiment, preparations have been made and 
material collected to throw obstructions at the mouth of the Trinity, 
and that the works have been delayed owing to the absence of Major 
Kellersberg, detained at other points by his duties. That officer must 
be by this time at the mouth of the Trinity to complete the works of 
obstruction and to erect fortifications to protect these works. So soon as 
I receive his report I shall lay it before the general commanding. Four 
companies of cavalry are stationed on the Trinity, of which there are 
three near the mouth and one at the bridge at Liberty. The San Jacinto 
is now nearly obstructed. The works will be completed in a very few 
days under the supervision of Mr. W. M. Lubbock. They are defended 
by a fortification with two 24-pounders, manned by a company of Cook’s 
regiment. Three companies of cavalry are stationed on that stream 
and Buffalo Bayou between the mouth and Simmes’ Bayou. At Hands- 
burg there are two small forts, manned by Captain Bickley’s company, 
of G-riffin’s battalion, whose men are being trained in artillery practice 
by Lieutenant Harby. There are also near Hariisburg three companies 
of my regiment, who were compelled to move from Virginia Point 
owing to want of water for stock in the vicinity, but I intend to order 
them down again so soon as rain has filled up the pools and ditches. 

For the obstructions thrown at the mouth of the Sabine, Nechez, and 
Brazos I have the honor to refer the general commanding to the reports 
of Major Kellersberg, forwarded by me to your headquarters last week. 
The Sabine and NTechez are defended by about 800 men and the Brazos 
by about 640 men. The San Bernard will be protected by a battery of 
light aitillery fi*om Bates’ battalion. A raft at the mouth of the Colo¬ 
rado prevents the navigation of that river by vessels of any size. 
Brown’s battalion of cavalry is stationed in the vicinity. I am pre¬ 
pared to defend the New Orleans Eailroad so far as means allow. It 
would require a considerable force to take possession of its head at 
Orange or of the bridge at Beaumont, and if the troops stationed there 
hold their ground, as I hope, I can in a few hours re-enforce them with 
Elmore’s regiment, now at Virginia Point. The electric telegraph is 
expected to be completed up to Beaumont in a very few days, and will 
be very useful for movements of troops at short notice. I would wish 
to ha\"e a stronger guard at the bridge at Liberty and one at the 
bridge on the San Jacinto, but I have now no troops to spare. Works 
of defense and obstruction have been made by slave labor, hired or con¬ 
tributed by the citizens. It would be useless to obstiuct the lesser 
streams emptying in Galveston Bay. They are guarded by pickets and 
patrols of cavalry against small landing parties. A large force would 
find good landing ground at any point of the shore. The bridges on 
Clear Creek, Dickenson’s Bayou, and Simmes’ Bayou are guarded by 
pickets of cavalry. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' X. B. DEBEAY, 

Colonel, Commmiding Sub-Military District of Houston, 
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HeadquakteUS Distuict op Western Louisiana, 
Alexandria^ La., November 13,1802. 

Brig. Gen. P. O. Hubert, 

Commanding District of Texas : 

General : lu the absence of Major-General Taylor to the lower 
portion of the State 1 respectfully beg leave to call your attention to 
a subject upon which it was his attention to have addressed you, but 
in which he was prevented by the many and urgent calls upon his 
time. In reply to an application to the War Department for a few 
guns of heavy caliber for the defense of the Eed and Washita Itivers 
I received a few days since a telegraphic dispatch stating that tliere 
was not a gun to be had at the present time. General Taylor has beiui 
informed that there are in your district (at Houston or elsewhere) sev¬ 
eral large guns (8 or 10 inch) which are out of use. If this is so and 
you can spare them, I beg to request, in the name of General Taylor, 
that the necessary orders be issued that they may be transported to 
this district. I have spoken to Major Moise on this subject, and Ik^ 
expresses his ability and willingness to undertake the transferring of 
the guns, provided he can obtain the requisite authority. The doicnsc 
of the rich country bordering on this river is a matter of the lirst im¬ 
portance, and fortifications are already in process of erection, but 1 
fear the efi:brts of General Taylor will be of no avail unless he can get 
the guns above alluded to, which appears now to be our only chance. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. SUKGET, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-Oe7ieraJ. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond^ "Fa., Nove^nher II, 1SG2. 

Maj. Simeon Hart, 

Assistant Quarteimiaster: 

Major : The Department desires to have an agent in Texas lo j>nr~ 
chase army supplies from Mexico, and having conlhhmcc^ in your (‘ino gN 
and intelligence, has determined to detail you for Unit duly. \ On w ill 
be furnished with money, which you can deposit with tlu‘ dc 

positary in San Antonio, and draw as your necessities ]nji\ rc‘(|iiir(‘. 
You will probably find it advantageous to inak(‘ your ])ayiu(uits iu 
cotton. Should this be the case, you will purcli use and trarrsi)ort I lie 
cotton to the most favorable points on the Mexican frontita*. You w ill 
cab. on the general commanding the District of Texas for such assist¬ 
ance as you may require, and the necessary lraiisj)ortalion nia.\ la* 
impressed if it cannot be otherwise acquired. 

The Chief of Ordnance and the Quartermaster will rurnisli lists of 
the articles required in their respective dei)artuieiits, and v ill in(licat(* 
the points at which they wish them deijosited. 

Should you find it practicable to purchase horses lit for cavahy and 
artillery service, and to get them across the Mississippi liivei-, you will 
purchase such number, not exceeding 1 , 000 , as you can obtaiii. Tin*- 
prices should not exceed those paid east of the Mississii)pi IMver. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. EANDOLPU, 

Secretary of War. 
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Engineer Office, 
Mobilej No'oeiiiber 14, 1862. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector Oenemlj Richmond: 

General : I have the honor to report my arrival here on the 4th 
instant, though in very bad health from cold and jaundice. I have 
made an examination of all the worts intended for the defense of the 
place and am taking measures for strengthening them. 

The time allowed for this is not likely to be very long, and the means 
available in anchors and chains for rafts and in iron for general use is 
extremely limited. 

I propose, howeverj to make every effort to obstruct the channels, so 
as to detain the enemy under the fire of Forts Morgan and Gaines, and 
also at the batteries near the city should the outer line be broken 
through. 

‘The laud defenses around the city are as yet incomplete and weak, 
but are being pressed forward to completion, and those already built 
will be strengthened as opportunity may offer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. LEADBETTEE, 

Brigadier-General and Major of Engineers. 


Headquarters District of Western Louisiana, 
Alexandria^ November 17, 1802. 

(Received at Richmond, Va., December 11.) 

Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith, 

Gomdg. Confederate iStates Forces at Yiclcsbiirg^ Miss.: 

General: In the absence of Major-General Taylor I have the honor 
to inform you that I received to-day, through General Blanchard, your 
letter of the 9th instant, with accompanying copy of telegraphic dispatch 
fronj the Secretary of War, relative to certain Government cloths that 
were at this point in transitu for the east. In vic'v of the great need 
for clothing among the troops here General Taylor retained a sufficient 
quantity of the cloth to serve about 6,000 men, and the greater portion 
of this has already been distributed. Under the impression that the 
cloth was in Texas, General Holmes issued an order to General Hebert 
to forward immediately to Arkansas all that he did not himself require, 
with further mstnictions that if the cloth had left Texas to send an 
agent after it, and if overtaken anyAYhere west of the Mississippi River 
to send it all to Arkansas. This order reached here before Captain 
Sharkey succeeded in shipping the cloth, and consequently it Avas 
turned over to one of General Hubert’s quarteimasters, A\ho was here 
at the time (Major Moise), who (by order of General n6bert issued to 
the agent in search of the cloth) sent 100 bales of it back to Texas, the 
remainder to Arkansas. I have forwarded to Major-General Holmes 
a copy of your letter, with the dispatch of the Secretary of War j also to 
Brigadier-General Hubert. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ^ ’ E. SURGET, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Hlqks. Dept, op Mississippi and East Louisiana, 

Jackson,^ Ifov&niber 20, 1862. 

General Eiohaed Taylor, 

Commanding^ &c., Alexandria^ La*: 

General: 1 liave ascertained on close inquiry that the boats St. 
Mary and Mobile cannot get out of the Yazoo Kiver, there being only 
3 feet water on the bar. I am utterly unable to afford you any assist¬ 
ance in the way of re-enforcements, except probably at a particular mo¬ 
ment and then for a short time, as I regard the defense of this valley 
of much greater importance than that of West Louisiana, and have an 
inadequate force to insure the successful accomplishment of the first 
object. I have no siege guns whatever; those iiromised have not ar¬ 
rived, and I have no heavy guns that can be spared from the defense of 
the Mississippi. I will write you more at length when I have an oppor¬ 
tunity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General^ Commanding. 


Houston, Tex., Novemler 20,1802. 

His Excellency President Davis, BieJmond^ Va. : 

Mr. President: On my arrival at home I found a state of a (lairs 
worse than 1 had anticipated, though Texas has not suflered from the 
ravages of war as some of her sister States have. Public confidcuice 
in you and in your administration remains unimiiaired, b(‘caiisc tlio 
people are not ready to impute to you the errors and omissions of sub¬ 
ordinates; yet I fear there is a growing feeling that the Government 
is too far off to know all that is done here or does not look alien* the 
defense of the State with as vigilant an eye as could be desired. There 
has been great dissatisfaction with, and want of coutideuee in, tlic mil¬ 
itary officers of this department. The feeling of the j^eoplo was grow¬ 
ing stronger against General Hebert every day, and 1 regard tin* change 
of commanders as a most fortunate event at this juncture, it may l)e 
that General Magruder may not juove more edicient, but any n(‘w man 
now can accomplish far more than General Hebert could. Had he 
remained in command I fear it would have been extrmuely didicult to 
arouse the people to respond to any call he might liav(^ ma(l(‘ until too 
late to make proper defense. Popular feeling amount(‘d to absolute 
resentment and coiidemnatiou in reference to tlu^ abandonimait of Gal¬ 
veston. I know well that poi)ular feeling is often wrong and based on 
ignorance of facts and is at best an unsafe guidi' in such matU^rs. lii 
this instance, however, there appears to be some foundation for it. 

It appears that as far back as last May all tbe guns for tlicdedaisc of 
Galveston save one or two were removed from the batteries or earth 
fortifications commanding the channel and entraiuic to tlui bay, and trom 
that time General Hubert has acted as if he regard(‘(l the ])iace wholly 
indefensible against any force. The appearance of preparation alone 
served to keep off* the enemy, for soon after they had information from 
several deserters who escaped to the vessels, and not very long ai’tor 
the traitor Hamilton had been in New Orleans they ejitered tlui har¬ 
bor. Little or no resistance was made, and now two small vessels arc 
in the harbor and command the city, thougli they have not yet suf¬ 
ficient force to land and keep possession. The batteries, constructed 
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at large expense, liave been destroyed, and should we be able to drive 
the vessels oft* again the work of defenses would have to be begun 
almost afresh. The withdrawal of the guns from the batteries and 
neglect of the defenses on the island is justified, I understand, as hav¬ 
ing been done by orders from the War Department. This I can hardly 
conceive possible. I know that the Government cannot undertake to 
defend every point on our coast against a formidable invading force, 
but Galveston and its harbor was the most important point on our coast 
in this State, afibrding the enemy more facilities as a basis of ox>era- 
tions than any other—^perhaps than all others. They can break up a 
larger population, ^destroy more of our communications and of our 
productive resources, and spread greater destruction over the same 
space of country than from any other x)oiut. It therefore ought to 
have been defended more completely and determinedly than any other. 
I am loath to believe that it has ever been ordered that no defense 
should be made or no risk of losing guns allowed to make defense 
against such a force as the enemy has yet had on this coast, nor that 
means at hand should not be used where there was a reasonable pros¬ 
pect of success. NTow, there were four 10-inch and two 8-inch colum- 
biads, two 64-pounder rifled guns, and four 32-i)ounders sent to Gal¬ 
veston about a year since. There were other 32 and 24 pounders there, 
brought from Brownsville long before. Some of these guns—most of 
them, 1 think—^had been mounted and in position, and all could have 
been before July. There was a regiment of artillery, under Colonel 
Cook, on the island and adjacent, besides infantry at various points 
within distance to come to their support within a day or two. There 
is also a large supply of ammunition and ball. These means, actively 
and rightly used, it does seem to me, w^ould have been sufficient to 
repel any force which the enemy have yet had on our coast. I under¬ 
stand that the officers in command of this district think so, and that 
they would have i)repared for a coutest had their orders allowed it. 

At Corpus Ghristi and Lavaca, with much smaller means, defense was 
successfully made; tJio places were bombarded, but the vessels were 
driven off. It is reported that at both places a fight was made with¬ 
out, if not contrary to the tenor of, orders from headquarters. The only 
order from the department which I have heard cited as the ground of 
General Hebert’s non-action is one made by Mr. Benjamin, as Secretary 
of War, on February 23 last [following], when masses of the enemy were 
])ressing on ns in Virginia and Tennessee. Parts of that order have 
been shown to me, but I do not think that it was intended to be con¬ 
strued as it has been, and I have little doubt that the whole document 
would sustain my view of the parts which I have seen. Wljile it clearly 
called lor all the trooi)s that General Hebert liad at command to be 
sent to other States to re-enforce our armies, yet it distinctly excepted 
tliose on the Bio Grande, and also “such as are necessary to mnn his 
batteries.” It announced the necessity of massing our troops in the 
field, and said that “if Texas is invaded, its ellects must be hazarded 
and our entire troops sent forward,” &c.; yet I infer that it meant a 
formidable invasion—an invasion in linger force than wc could reason¬ 
ably resist, but that it did not anticipate such an luvasiou would occur; 
nor did it require Ujat no defense should be made and no preparation 
to resist an attack of such a character as has been made or as might 
reasonably be expected for a long time. 

I sincerely trust that my \iew of the matter it. right, for not only 
myself but the most patriotic and reliable men in this State will be 
disappointed if it be otherwise. I trust also that General Magruder 
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has different orders and larger discretion allowed him to provide for 
the defeases of this State, so that our loyal people may not have cause 
to believe that the Government is neglectful or intends to abandon their 
coast defenses. 

The effect of the possession of Galveston by the enemy and their 
late movements on the coast and the information acquired by them of 
our condition from Hamilton and others will, I feel assured, induce 
them to send a large expedition against Texas this winter. Our young 
men are nearly all in the Army (all liable to military duty) and most 
of them in distant States. The number of troops now in this State, 
including Sibley’s brigade, can hardly exceed 8,000 men, and these are 
scattered along our Indian frontier, the Eio Grande, on the coast, and 
in camps. Your call under the conscript extension can hardly do more 
than recruit old regiments by next spring. In view of the emergency, 
General Hdbert and Governor Lubbock had a consultation, I hear, and 
I see that on General Hubert’s authority, or call, the Governor has 
issued his call for 5,400 militia for ninety-days’ service, including, as 
I understand its language, those liable to conscription, but not yet 
enrolled or in actual service. I fear this may produce some collision 
or confusion; certainly it will, unless it be changed or the execution 
of the new conscription be susj)ended or postponed for the present in 
Texas. I am inclined to think that this would be a wise measure. 
The season is now so far advanced that new conscripts canhot bo en¬ 
rolled and sent forward to our distant regiments in time for active serv¬ 
ice in Virginia, Tennessee, or Arkansas, for I suppose tliat active oi^era- 
tions will soon cease for the winter in those latitudes. Indeed, taking 
new levies to camps there in the winter season from this climate would 
kill more of them by disease than 'would be by the eiumiy in a summer 
campaign. During the winter, however, they might do good service 
here, and at the same time acquire some measure ordis(iii)line prepara¬ 
tory to being placed in service in the army next spring. 1 sii]>j)osc of 
course that the subject has been x)i*cseuted to you already ])y (leiieral 
II6bert or Governor Lubbock. Tlu^y doubtless thought tla^ mmagency 
too xnessing to await advices froju you or Generals Magrudor or 1 lolnu^s. 
By tiie way, if the general of this de])artment of Texas is suhjeett in 
all things to General Ilolmes at Little Bock, and can do nothing of 
importance without his sanction, I fear that arrangmm^nt w ill be found 
inconvenieut. I suppoS(‘d that the juain puiposo of uniting Texas and 
Arkansas in one department 'was to provid<‘ for the (‘inergcney of our 
communicatiou with tlu* seat of government being inierni[)ted, so that 
there might be west of the IMississippi one head (u* ehi(d* with large dis¬ 
cretionary powers, but not that at all times lui should have al)solnt<^ 
control over movements in Texas. 

The new conscript act does not meet o])position, or at ]<‘ast 

little is manifested by the peoph^ Tliey cheoifully a<*(ini(‘s(ie, having 
entire confidence in you and not doubting that it will be no furtli(‘i' en¬ 
forced than necessity requires. In such (‘lise they are as loyal—as ready 
to submit to privation and sacriiiee—as the peojilc of any State*. The 
first act met very general ax)probation, though the rigor and unm^ces 
sary harshness shown in tlieiiiannerof its execution created some clamor, 
which was mistaken for ox)X30sition to the law itself. The opponents of 
the measure in Congress meet little apjiroval, and some of their senti¬ 
ments receive unqualified condemnation. A case is now before our 
supreme court at Austin on habeas corpus, instituted to test the con¬ 
stitutionality of the law. I have addressed a letter to our chief Justice, 
at his instance, on the subject, and sent him copies of your letter to 
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Governor Brown and of the opinion of the Attorney General. I confi¬ 
dently expect a decision sustaining it. 

Our currency is the subject which causes anxiety, if not excites alarm, 
in thoughtful men. It is surrounded by difficulties on every side. The 
way through them in this time of war is not clear to me. I can only 
hope that some wiser head may devise an adequate remedy. Every 
day I am inquired of as to the prospect of peace or of foreign recogni¬ 
tion or aid. My uniform answer is that while the indications seem more 
favorable, and reasonably so, than heretofore, there is no ground to 
expect immediate aid nor an early peace,* that we must gird up our 
loins and put forth our strength to meet more formidable efforts of the 
enemy ,* that we must fight through another year’s campaign at least be¬ 
fore we can hope for a cessation of hostilities and before foreign nations 
can bring any negotiation to an issue. In short, that while we may 
have hope of recognition, and that that is the beginning of the path to 
peace, yet to insure it we must not relax our efforts in any direction, 
and if we do we will be deceived. I hope that I may be agreeably dis¬ 
appointed, but I fear that I am more hopeful than facts justify ,* yet I 
have full confidence that a just God will aid and provide for those will¬ 
ing to do what they can, and that our cause must triumph under His 
guidance. 

With highest esteem and kind regards, I am, sir, very respectfully, 
your friend <ind servant, 

P. W. GEAY. 


[Indorsement.] 


JANTJA.ET 4, 1863. 

Secretary of War for consideration and reference to the order [follow- 
ingl to -which reference is made. 

T T\ 


[Addenda.] 

Wae Depaetment, 0. S. A., 

Richmond, Fa., February 23,1862. 

Brig. Gen. P. O. H^ibbet, Tex.; 

Sir : Our recent disaster in Tennessee has greatly exposed our line 
of cominnnication with the West, and the importance of this lino is so 
groat that it must he held at any sacrifice. You are therefore in¬ 
structed at oiicc to seud forward to Little Eock, there to report to Maj. 
Gen. Earl Van Dorn, all the troops in your command for the defense 
of the coast, except such as are necessary to man your batteries. 

No invasion of Texas is deemed probable, but if any occurs its 
ofiocts must he hazarded, and our entire forces must be thrown toward 
f ho Mississippi for the defense of that river and of the Memphis and 
Gliai lesion Eailroad. 

1 do not (lesire that you withdraw such troops as you may have on 
(lie Eio Grande or western frontier, but only the troops you may have 
gatlioi-ed for defending the Gulf coast. If at any point where you have 
batt(u ies yon deem there is danger of losing the gnus by the withdrawal 
of the land forces you will remove the guns; but the troops are to be 
jiuslied forward with all possible rapidity to Little Eock by such routes 
as you deem best. 

X am, your obedient servant. 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 

Secretary of War. 
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Headqxjartebs District of Western Lothsiana, 
Alexandria, La., November 21,1862. 

Hon. Georg-e W. Eandolph, 

Secretary of War, Richmond, Ya.: 

Sir ; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi¬ 
cation of October 15, relative to the suspension of the conscript law in 
certain parishes. In the last report which I had the honor to render to 
the Department I set forth the difiSculties existing in many parishes 
against the action of this law, and the list of exemptions is now so much 
increased by the recent exemption bill as almost to nullify the operation 
of the extension act. The parishes in which it has been found most dif¬ 
ficult to execute the conscript law are the river parishes from Carroll 
down and the Gulf parishes from Hew Orleans to the Sabine Eiver. 
Acting upon the authority recently granted to me I have empowered 
parties possessing local influence to raise volunteer organizations in 
several of these parishes, but thus far with very limited success. In 
many instances it becomes necessary to scour the country with cavalry 
in order to bring the conscripts to the camps of instruction. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. TAYLOE, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters District of Western Louisiana, 
Alexandria, La., November 21,1862. 

(Eeceived December 4,1862.) 

General S. Cooper, 0. S. A., 

Adjutant and Injector General, Richmond, Ya.: 

General : A telegraphic dispatch from the honorable Secretary of 
War, dated Hovember 3, to Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith, relative to cioth 
and wool in charge of Captain Sharkey which have arrived at Alexan¬ 
dria, has been forwarded to me. Some weeks since, finding a largo 
supply of cloth at this place in charge of no officer, Captain Sharkey 
not having arrived, the condition of the troops in this district was siicli 
that clothing was absolutely necessary to render them (‘fficiont or even 
available in the field, and I therefore directed m^'- chief quartermaster 
to take of the cloth enough to clothe tliese troops. This ho did, and it 
has been cut out and distributed throughout the parishes to be made 
up, a portion having already been given out to the troops. On the ar¬ 
rival of Captain Sharkey the cloth and wool (with the exception of the 
simall quantity taken for the use above mentioned) were jdaced upon 
steamboats to be transported to the east bank of the Mississippi Eiver, 
when an order from Major-General Holmes, commanding the Trans- 
Mississippi Department, was received, directing all the cloth to be car¬ 
ried to Little Eock, Ark. Every facility has been afforded Captain 
Sharkey by me toward effecting the transportation of the stores in his 
charge, as also to other officers passing through my district with army 
supplies. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. TAYLOE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 

[liidorsonient.] 

Quakteemastee-Geneeal’s Oeeioe, 

December 8,1862. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, I beg to call Jiis at- 
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tention to this as being one of numerous instances in which department 
commanders assume to exercise authority over subjects the responsi¬ 
bility for and control of which belong exclusively to this department. 
The injury to the service and the great inconvenience resulting from 
such conduct are most apparent, and I submit that tbe adoption of 
some mode to prevent its repetition is indispensable. 

A. 0. AITEES, 
Quartermaster- General, 


Hbadqijaetees District of Western Louisiana, 

Alexandria^ November 21,1862. 

Lieut. Gen. J. C. Pe:m:berton, Oomdg. Dept, of Mississippi: 

General : I reached this place last night from below, and found 
your communication of the 12th instant, which had missed me on the road. 
The communication I had the honor of addressing you from the Bayou 
Teche, and which you have doubtless received, explains the position of 
affairs in the lower part of this State. The enemy could not use the 
river without first living me from Donaldsonville and La Fourche 
country, and I presume this is but the first step against Port Hudson. 
I sent a courier to General Beall to throw a force over the river to oper¬ 
ate on the enemy’s rear, if he could possibly do so, as this would have 
enabled me at the time to crush Weitzel, and thus delay operations 
against Port Hudson. NTow, with the enemy in full possession of Ber¬ 
wick Bay and firmly established on the La Fourche the task would be 
difficult. 

From my present position west of the Teche I cannot reach the river 
without making a long detour to the north to avoid the impracticable 
country between the Atchafalaya and Mississippi Eivers and striking 
the latter above Port Hudson. 

To defend the lower part of this district against an enemy supreme 
on the water is simply an impossibility. The country is penetrated in 
every direction by large, deep bayous and lakes, the defense of which 
wouid reciilire a large army. But I have no idea the enemy can spare 
troops at this time for serious operations in this quarter. His flank is 
now clear to Port Hudson, and the great campaign must be to open the 
Mississii')i)i Eiver. Were it not for the salt mine I would feel like tak¬ 
ing the responsibility of going over to you with every man and gun. 
Great as my necessities were I would not countermand the order for 
Morrison’s regiment to join you, so deeply impressed am I with the im¬ 
portance of strengthening you to the utmost. 

I have commenced erecting a work on the Atcliafalaya at the Biitte-a- 
la-Eose. This is the only point on that stream at which all the numer¬ 
ous branches and arms unite in one channel. If it can be held, it 
secures us the free use of the Upper Atchafalaya, and gives us a means 
of transporting’ salt, &c., to Vicksburg so long as we contiol the Ms- 
sissippi. In asking for a regiment from jour side of the river it was for 
the purpose of giving some confidence and backlxnie to the raw levies, 
composing the x>rincipal xiait of my little force. Even the temporary 
loan of a regiment I would not have asked tor had I known at the 
time of the enemy’s movement from above. Of course under the cir¬ 
cumstances of your present positiou you have need of every man, and 
you ought to have 25,000 men from Holmes. 

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. TAYLOE, 
Major-General. 
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Obdbes, ) Hdqes. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

ISo. 903, ) Alexandria, November 21,1862. 

1. The Governor and commander-in-chief has received the following 
communication from Major-General Taylor, commanding District of 
Western Louisiana: 

Hkadquaetees District of Western Louisiana, 

Alexandria, Noveniber 21, 1862. 

Hon. Thomas O. Moore, Governor: 

Sir : It is notorious that a large number of persons liable to military serrice in the 
armies of the Confederate States, deserters, enrolled conscripts Tvbo have failed to re¬ 
port, and others, between the ages of eighteen and thirty-fi vo, are to be found through¬ 
out the State. I wou\d suggest and urge that you cause the arrest of all such persons 
who are unable to furnish evidence that they are legally exempt from service or that 
they have permission from competent authority to be absent from the carap or com¬ 
mand to which they may respectively belong. 

The necessities of the service and justice to those who are faithfully serving their 
country in the field alike demand that this course should bo promptly and vigorously 
pursued. 

Officers of the militia or sheriffs of the parishes making the ari'est should confine the 
parties in jail and report to the nearest Confederate or State officer iu command, and 
the Tioual reward for the arrest of deserters will he paid by the Goveriiiiuiut. 

I have tho honor to be, very respectfully, 

R. TAYLOR, 

Major-General, Commanding. 

In conformity with tho foregoing request commanders of regiments 
and sheriffs of parishes will cause the immediate arrest of all deserters, 
enrolled conscripts who have not reported, and all others, between the 
ages of eighteen and thirty-five, who may be fomid within the limits of 
their respective regiments or parishes, and who are unable to fnriiisli 
evidence that they are legally exempt from service or that they have 
permission from competent authorities to be abs(mt from the canips or 
command to which they may respectively belong, and will (iontine tho 
parties arrested in the parish jail. 

IL Commanders of regiments or other militia, oflna'rs or sht'riffs 
making arrests will report tho fact forthwith to these Ii(‘ad(|uai*t(‘rs, or 
to the nearest Confederate officer in command, should lliere l)(M)n(', in 
the neighborhood. The usual reward for (l(‘serl(‘rs will b(‘ ])ai(l by tho 
Confederate States. 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and eommand(‘r'in-(*hi(‘f: 

]\I. GIMVOT, 

Adjutant and Tnspccior Veuvral Louialana. 


War Depart.^ietnt, G. S. A., 

Richmond^ Va., Aorcmhrr til], bS(>i3. 

Major-General Forney, 

Commanding, Mobile, Ala.: 

General: Several letters have come to this I)o])artment eomplain- 
ing of the administration of military power in Alabama and J\lississii)i>i 
as affecting the interests of the people \\i’ i.* . A letter, wliieli tlu^ 

President has referred to this Department, contains the followijig para¬ 
graph : 

Here (Mobile) things look had enough. The most ininu'diato enemy iu Mobile m 
starvation, and unless there can bo some change in tho {idininihlnition of tho military 
authority here the people must suffer. No one will hriiig wood for fear Iiis boat, will 
be seized; no one corn or meal. Corn meal is fi4.25 per biislicd ; wood $15 per cord, 
and not to be had at that. These are some of our troubles. They are hard at work 
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to fix tlie defenses, wMch they now discover to he insu.fi6.cient. We have foreigners 
here as quartermaster and engineer; none others. The peox)le suffer from it. 

The burden of this correspondence is to show the existence of vio¬ 
lence and infidelity in the subordinate departments, and as a necessary 
corollary laxity among the heads of the department. Some of the 
letters are characterized by temper, and the Department hold its 
opinion suspended as to the justice of the complaints. In the letter 
before quoted it is said ^^no one will bring wood for fear his boat will 
be seized.” This habit of seizing private property for the common uses 
of the Government is unquestionably a great grievance, and probably 
there have been cases in which officers have manifested but little con¬ 
sideration for the interests or feelings of the owner. 

General Orders, ISo. 56, declare that— 

Necessity alone can warrant the impressment of private property for pnhlic use; 
and whenever the requisite supplies can he obtained by the consent of the owners at 
fair rates and without hazardous delay the military authorities will abstain from 
the harsh proceeding of impressment. 

There is no better evidence of a feeble and incompetent administra¬ 
tion than is exhibited by a habitual resort to impressment as a source 
of supply. It is the duty of officers to employ forecast to pi’ovide 
material for the Army by the ordinary and usual methods of fair com¬ 
merce. They are not to frustrate i)rivate enterprise in its efforts or in 
its fruits by a violent appropriation of its instruments to the public use. 
They are not allowed lazily to await the efforts of private energy and 
activity to collect for them the means of doing their duty. They should 
depend upon their own activity, energy, and forethought to carry on 
the administration. When an unforeseen necessity arises impressment 
is justified; but if negligence and supineness have occasioned the ne¬ 
cessity for a resort to this method the officer is blameworthy. 

Some of these letters complain in strong terms of the action of the 
military authorities in the management of the railroads and steamboats 
in Mississippi and Alabama. They charge that they have mingled 
private and personal inierests with matters of public concern and that 
lireferences have been given to individuals in conducting their com¬ 
merce by the interposition of official influence. These naturally awaken 
suspicion of corruption and infidelity. This Department has no au-' 
thority to regulate commerce on the highways or agencies of com¬ 
merce". Whenever a necessity exists it claims that Government sup¬ 
plies and the transfer of troops shall have a i)roference over other 
demands for transportation, but no officer is jiistiiied in making any 
use of this eontnd to advance any X)ei.sonal or inivate interest. 

The De]>artnient is mortified at the apparent discredit in wlii(*li the 
Quarternmstei’s and Subsistence Depaitmciits seem to have f.ilhm 
among the people in the neighborhoo<l of the railroads fioin Mobile to 
Yickslmrg. It is the earnest wish of tlu‘ Department that fidelity, ex¬ 
actness, and ])(‘i'S()nal honor slioiihl ap]>e‘ir in all the acts ol ])iiblic ad¬ 
ministration by oifieers of tiie Army. Last summer, u])oii some seizure 
that took ])la(*e in Mississippi, the proixa-ty of regular (halers was re¬ 
leased, while that fraudulently marked and that Ixdonglng to si)e('ula- 
tors vas retained. lJut the Department does not d(‘sire impiossmeiit as 
a means of su])pl.y to be used at all exce]>t under tiie eoiulition before 
stated. It claims no power to control trade, and in Die permissions 
that have been issued to individuals it has not designed to discriminate 
in their favor. The principle of its inteiferenee with [irivate ])rop(^rty 
of any kind, whether railroads, steamboats, or suiqilies, has been ex¬ 
plained. 
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The Department desires a report in answer to this letter, showin^^ the 
precise extent to which there has been any seizure of private property 
or appropriation of railroads, or steamboats to the public use since 
October 1 and the necessity that existed therefor, and whether there 
exists any ground for censure of the officers or agents of the Govern¬ 
ment in their management of that business. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 

Acting Secretary of War. 


Enghneek Bureau, 
BicJimondy Va., Novemher 24,18G2. 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I have the honor to return herewith the letter of Maj. Gen. K. 
Taylor, in reference to the defense of the Bed and Washita itivers and 
the appointment of Col. L. G. De Eussy as superintendent of the works. 
As early as the 14th instant Capt. W. H. James, just then appointed an 
officer in the Provisional Corps of Engineers, was ordered to report to 
Major-General Taylor for the duty of constructing defenses on tlie 
above-named rivers and the Atchafalaya, but a few days ago 1 received 
by telegraph his non-acceptance. As soon as possible another oflicer of 
the Provisional Corps of Engineers will be assigned to the duty and 
orders directing him to report to Major-General Taylor applied for. 
Until such officer can report in person to General Taylor 1 resix^ctfnlly 
recommend that Colonel De Eussy be retained as siiperintc^ndent of the 
proposed works, and after that as a civil assistant, should his services, 
in the opinion of the engineer officer assigned to the charge, be needed. 
Major-General Taylor^s letter is returned lierewitli with the following 
indorsement by Colonel Gorgas, Chief of Ordnance, viz : 

Movumueh 1S()2. 

Col. J. F. Gilmer, Chief Engineer, : 

There are no 8 or 10 inch guns now disposahle. A month licnco a < oiiph^ of guns of 
this class may ho disposable. Two ^i-poundcr guns on carriages and two ;W- 

pounderson barbette carriages are dihX)osablo at Cliarlcstoii, S. C. 

Very respectfully, 

J. (U)h*(;AS, 

(UiloneJ and ('hit/ oj Ordnanrv. 


I would respectfully rccomiDcnd that the Cbicrof Ordnance lx* dir(‘<*t(xl 
to send the guns disposable at Cliarl(\st(m to IMajor-Ceiieral Ta.\lor I'or 
the defense of Eed and Washita Eivers. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedi(*nt servant, 

J. E. GlLMEIi, 

Colonel and Chief of Engimcr Jjurean. 


[Indoi&omoBts.] 

Let Colonel Gilmer’s suggestions be carried out. 

J. A. SEJDDOF, 
(Secretary of War. 

Engineer Bgreatj, 
Richmond, Va., December 31, 1802. 
Two 24-pounders on siege carriages and two 32-pouudors on barbette 
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carriages, with, ammimitioii and fixtures complete, were sent by the 
Ordnance Department to General Taylor on November 27. 

J. F. GILICBE, 

Colonel and Chief of Ungineer BureoM, 

[Inclosiire.] 

HEADQTJARTBES DISTEIOT of WeSTEEN LOUISIAISfA, 

Alexandria^ Za., November 1, 1862. 

General S. Coopee, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ BicJmond Ya.: 

Geneeal : I have the honor to inform you that, to meet the just * 
wishes of the citizens, I have determined to erect on Eed and Washita 
Eivers works for defense. There is no suitable point below the junc¬ 
tion of Black and Eed Eivers at which to build a defensive work; con¬ 
sequently the two rivers must be defended separately, if at all. As 
superintendent of the work on Eed Eiver I have appointed Ool. L. G. 
De Eussy, formerly colonel of the Second Louisiana Yolimteers, an en¬ 
gineer officer of reputed ability. Colonel De Eussy served for some time 
in the engineer corps of General Polk at Fort Pillow and elsewhere, 
during which time he informs me that he was allowed and received the 
pay of a major of staff. I therefore respectfully request that he be 
allowed the same pay during the period that he shall be actively 
engaged in the work above mentioned. I have appointed Colonel De 
Eussy to this position in default of another engineer officer already in 
service in the district not otherwise engaged. For the defense of these 
rivers I shall need eight 10 or 8 inch guns, and respectfully request that 
this my application for them may meet the favorable consideration of 
the War Department, and that the guns be sent out to me. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ^ E. TAYLOE, 

Major’General^ Commanding, 


[Indorsements.] 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Oppioe, 

November 14, 1862. 

Eespectfully submitted to tbe Secretary of War. 

^ ^ JASPEE S. WHITING, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 

November 18,1862. 

Eeferred to the Chief of Engineers, to report upon the matter herein 
contained and to suggest whatever may be suitable in reference to 
them. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 

Acting Secretary of War. 

Engineer Bureau, November 22, 1862. 

Will the Chief of Ordnance please to inform me if the guns applied 
for by Major-General Taylor for the defense of Eed and Washita Eivers, 
viz, eight 10 or 8 inch guns, can be supplied? If not, what guns can 

tofemishedt J. p. GILMEE, 

Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 
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IS'OVEMBBK 22,18G2. 

Col. J. F. GriLMEE, Ohicf Engineer^ &e.: 

There are no 8 or 10 inch guns now disposable. A month hence a 
couple of guns of this class may be disposable. Two 24-pounder guns 
on siege carriages and two 32-pounders on barbette carriages are dis¬ 
posable at Charleston, S. 0. 

Very respectfully, 

J. GOEGAS, 

Colonel and Chief of Ordnance. 


HBADQITAETBES SUB-MILITAET DISTEICT of nOTJSTON, 

Houston, Tex., Novmnber 25, 1802. 

General H. P. Bbb: 

My Dbae Geistbeal: I have received (yesterday) your letter of the 
21st instant. If General Hubert desires me to evacuate Virginia Point 
why in the world does he not give me an order to that effect? I give 
you below copies of the two communications I have received coucerniug 
that operation. The first, dated November 3, reads as follows: 

The general commanding directs that should you have cause to ajiprchend an at¬ 
tack upon your lino of communication with Houston you will evacuate Virginia 
Point, bringing away all guns, ammunition, platforms, &c., and take x>oHitioii with 
your troops on the Houston side of Simmes^ Bayou. All means in your power must be 
used to keep the enemy from penetrating into the interior. 

I am, &c., 

SAMUEL BOYER DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-(itneral. 

The second letter, dated November 21, reads as follows: 

I am instructed by the general commanding to say to you that the guns at Virginia 
Point and the tcle-de-j^oni must run no risk of being lost. They must bo sa\e(l at all 
hazards, as they are necessary for inland batteries. 

I have, &c., 

SAMUEL BOYEli DAVIS, 

Jshislant Ai(jutaul-(k lurnl. 

You see, my dear general, that tlie whole matter is subjeol lo the iact 
that I shall have cause to apiirohend an attack iny lino of ot>in- 

munication with Houston. Now, Pyroii’s rogiincnt at Coluinhns, (Irotni’s 
at Hempstead, and Eeily’s at Millican can without (lilHculty bo con¬ 
centrated at Harrisburg or below within si.xty Jioiirs’ jioti(io of the 
arrival of a lauding force, and i appreliond no long(*r fatal j(‘snlts from 
an attempt to outllaiik me at Virginia JNhiit. Tlio (evacuation of tin' 
point must have a disheartening iiitiueiice ii])on our ])(‘oi>l(‘. You arc 
aware of their feelings at the news of tlie abandoniiumt of (Lilveston, 
which was a movement dictated by ]>laiii (ioiniiion sense*. Wli(‘ii the 
general was informed of it I received a letter Iroin liis a(r)utant-gen(‘ral, 
dated October 8, from which I quote: 

If compelled to evacuate Galvostou bofoiG a binicTior Ibrcc ol' llie t‘iiciny you imisl 
distiibute your forces in accordance with iircvioub iiiHLructions, yo ay to lioltl Viigiiiui 
Point, the railroad bridge, the passage to Huustou and into the interior (Dickenson’s 
Bayou, Birffalo Bayou, Tiinity River, A-c.). 

TMs was an order which the suggestions above copied cannot rescind. 
I wish to do my duty irrespective of personal considerations. Hid 1 
believe that the interests of the country and policy should re(]uire the 
evacuation of Virginia Point I would proceed to it at once, shrinking 
from no responsibility andregardless of public censure, to which I attach 
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little importance when I believe I am doing right in opposition to public 
opinion; but at this day to withdraw the guns from a position in which 
they are expected to inflict injury to the enemy, to lay them on the ground 
at some one of our railroad depots without any actual use for them, would 
cause our people to believe that there will be no end to bur retreating 
movements, and Houston, Washington, La Grange, &c., will feel as 
insecure as Galveston now is, and little by little our people will give up 
all hope and yield to apathy. Would the general write to me, Evacuate 
Virginia Point at once, send your guns to such or such a place, and 
assume upon yourself the whole responsibility,’^ I would not hesitate one 
moment; but as it now is, and as I have already stated the matter, 
being left at my discretion upon the contingency of an attack upon my 
rear, which I do not' apprehend at present, I cannot act in accordance 
with the suggestions I have received. 

Very respectfully, 

[X. B. DEBEAY, 

Colonel^ Commanding Sub-Military District of Soustoiu] 


Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Little RoeJc^ ArJc,^ Ifovember 26,1SC2. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder, 

Frov. Army Gonfed. States^ Corndg., cfec., List, of Texas : 
General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
inform you he has ordered the brigade of General Sibley to the vicinity 
of Vicksburg, under command of Brig. Gen. W. E. Scurry. The gen¬ 
eral requests me also to inform you he has never been able to get a 
report or return of troops in the Texas District, and wishes you would 
furnish one so soon as you can. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

B. S. ANDEESON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Ordeks, ) IlDQES. Lotjisi^lNA Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office. 

ITo. 900. ) Alexandria, Hovemher 27,1<SG2. 

L Major-General Taylor, commanding District of AYe,stern Loniisiuiia, 
having no longer necessity for the detachments called out under Orders, 
Eo. 898, from Avoyelles, Pointe Ooup6e, and Saint Landry, these de¬ 
tachments will he disbanded on receipt of this order and ordered to 
their respective homes. 

**»***<■• 

Ev order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

M. GEIVOT, 

Adjutant and Insjieetor General Louisiana. 


General Orders, ) IIeadqxjarters District of Texas, 

IJto. 9. j San Antonio, Tex., Novemher 27, 18G2. 

Until farther orders Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee is placed in command of 
the District of Texas, and will turn over the command to Maj. Gen. 
John Bankhead Magruder upon his arrival. 

By command of Brig. Gen. P. O. H^ert: 

SAMUEL BOYER DAVIS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Enotneeb Btjbeau, 
Eiclmondy November 27, 1862. 

Oapt. Ed. Gotheil, 

Engineer Gorps, P. A. 0. S.j Bielimond^ Va.: 

Captain: You will proceed without delay under the orders herewith 
to Alexandria, La., and report in person to Maj. Gen. E. Taylor, com¬ 
manding Department of Western Louisiana, for duty as an engineer 
oihcer on the defenses of Eed Eiver and other approaches now open to 


the enemy. 

The importance of defending the water channels penetrating Western 
Louisiana from the Mississippi Eiver is fully appreciated by the War 
Department, and it is hoped something may bo done to this end at an 
early day. 

It may be possible to obstruct the channel of the Eed Eiver at some 
point near its mouth—if not at a higher point—with timber made into 
rafts, cribs, or driven as piles. Such obstructions should be commanded 
if possible by guns placed on a commanding position, making it difficult, 
if not impossible, for the enemy to remove them. Batteries should be 
built for the guns, giving as good shelter and cover as possible, and the 
batteries should be connected with land fronts of sufficient strength if 
possible to resist assault, thus enabling a small garrison, say 400 or 500 
men, to hold the position for a time and until they could be relieved by 
the mobilized forces of the department. Of course the tra(ie of each 
work must be of small development to fulfill those conditions. 

Careful reconnaissances of the Atchafalaya and Washita should be 
made, with a view to decide upon a proper defense should it be deemed 
desirable by the general commanding. For the want of guns of heavy 
caliber field battoies alone may have to be relied upon for protecting 
the obstructions. What is to be done should be done prom])tly; there¬ 
fore much must be left to your judgment. I have just learned that the 
Chief of Ordnance can furnish two 24-pouuders on siege (jarriages and 
two 32-pounders on barbette carriages for the defense of the rivers in 
question, and that they will be ordered at once from Charleston, S. C., 
to Major-General Taylor. 

Funds will be placed to your credit at Shreveport, La., for defraying 
the expenses of the contemplated works. You will keep the usual"dis¬ 
bursing accounts, and forward the same to this bureau at the end of each 
quarter, viz, 31st March, 30th June, 30th September, and 31st Decem¬ 
ber. A monthly cash statement for each nioiitb of the year will also be 
sent to this office, with a report of your operations. 

Very respectfully, yours, 


J. F. GILMEE, 

Colonel of Engineerin Charge of Bureau. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs.Dist. of Tex., N. Mex., and Arfz., 

No. 1. ) Houston, Tex., November 29, 1862. 

I. Major-General Magruder hereby assumes command of this district. 
Commanding officers of sub-districts and of separate commands will 
forthwith forward to these headquarters field returns of their troops, 
accompanied by letters giving such detailed information in relation to 
their commands as may be necessary for the information of the major- 
general commanding. 

n. The chief quartermaster, commissary, ordnance officer, medical 
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officer, and engineer officer recently under the immediate orders of 
Erigadier-General Hubert will forward without delay to these headquar¬ 
ters a general statement of the operations of their departments and of 
their present condition. ^ 

III. The commanding officer of the troops raised for service in Ari¬ 
zona and the commanding officer of what is known as Sibley’s brigade 
will report by letter without delay the numbers and condition of their 
troops, how armed, and the amount of ammunition on hand, sending 
field returns if practicable. 

IV. The superintendent of conscripts and officers commanding camps 
of instruction will also furnish without delay to these headquarters de¬ 
tailed reports of their operations and of the state of their commands. 

V. The following-named officers will constitute the staff of the major- 
general commanding the district, and will be obeyed and respected 
accordingly : 

Adjutant and inspector general’s department: Maj. A. G, Dickinson, 
Oapt. E. P. Turner, assistant adjutant-generals. 

Maj. B. Bloomfield, quartermaster’s department. 

Maj. E. B. Pendleton, commissary department. 

Maj, J. B. Eustis, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, acting 
ordnance officer. 

Pirst Lieut. George A. Magruder, artillery, Provisional Army of the 
Confederate States, Pirst Lieut. H. M. Stanard, cavalrj'. Provisional 
Army of the Confederate States, aides-de-camp. 

All communications will be addressed to Maj. A. G. Dickinson, assist¬ 
ant adjutant-general, through the regular channel. 

VI. Por the present the headquarters of the district are established 
at Houston, Tex, 

By command of Maj. Gen, J. B. Magruder: 

A. G. DICKINSOIn^ 

Major and Assista^it Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters First District of Texas, 

/San Antonio^ Tex.^ November 30,1863. 

Lieut. Col. S. S. Anderson, 

Asst Adjt Gen,^ Trans-Miss, Little Rod', Arl\: 

SfR: Til view of the speedy departure for Arkansas and the delay 
ill the arrival ot* Major-General Magruder Biigadier-General Hubert 
turne<l over tli(‘ conuiuind of this district to me on yesterday. Having 
b(‘eii si)eciall> cliaiged by tlie War Department, under the direction of 
General IKdawl, vitli the inainteiiance of peaceful relations with the 
adjoining States of ]M(‘xico, 1 have fiom time to time, tliiough that officer, 
informed tlici aiirhorities at Iwiciimond of eurrent events in that connec¬ 
tion, and now avail myself of my iiresent position to fonvaid such in¬ 
formation as seems interesting. 

Consid(‘rable anxiety has been felt for the last two weeks from rumors 
reaching me that tlie Abolition consul at ]\Iatamoras was enlisting and 
organizing the (itizens of JMexico, as well as the renegade traitors from 
Texas, with a ^ iew of joining the forces of the enemy when they landed 
at the mouth of the liio Grande and depredating on the settlements of 
Western Texas. Prom intercepted letters I ascertained that the said 
consul had iironiised his allies all the country to the Nueces as a reward 

50 R R—YOL XV 
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for tlieir services. Immediate steps were taken to dispose of my cavalry 
force so as to crusli out this movement as soon as it was made, and 
representations were made to the Governors of the adjoining* States of 
Mexico as to the ill effects which would ensue from such a movement. 
It gives me great pleasure to state that answers have been received to 
my communications, assuring me that the rumors had been exaggerated 
and that the disposable force of those States (sujiposed to be ample) will 
be promptly used to prevent any such movement. 

Through the influence of Mr. Corwin, United States minister to Mex¬ 
ico, the tone of the Juarez Government in Mexico has been hostile to our 
cause, and at his dictation various measures have been initiated cal¬ 
culated to annoy and injure us. Finding tliat the decreesof the Supreme 
Government were unnoticed and disobeyed l)y Governor Vidaurri, of the 
States of Fuevo-Leon and Oohahuila, wdio has ui)on all occasions evinced 
the most friendly spirit toward our cause and i)eoi)le, they have finally 
decreed martial law on their frontiers, forbid the export or import of 
any article whatever from Texas, and closed their custom-houses, &c.; 
and knowing that Governor Yidaurri would not obey, they named a 
new governor and sent him out to displace him. Vidaurri has set this 
order at defiance, and the people, in the face of it, have, re-elected him 
Governor, the elections coming on just at that time. General Comon¬ 
fort, who marched to Mexico from this frontier with its (jontingent for 
the war with the French, promptly notified the Jaurez Government that 
he should sustaiu Yidaurri, and, if necessary, inarch his troojis back to 
Kuevo Leon. The result is that the new governor will not. att(‘ni])t to 
assume his position, and an event so injurious to our interests is happily 
avoided. 

The commanding general is doubtless aware of tln^ great, advantage 
we are deriving from the trade with Mexico. With the glitbu-ing at.trac- 
tion of our cotton the whole available r(*souiC(‘s of Alexico ar(^ Ixaiig 
brought to us. Shoes, blankets, cloth, powder, lead, salt})(‘-ter, snl|)lmr, 
&c., are now coming in in quantity which will soon sujiply our wants. 
l>ut few supplies indeed reach us from other sources, for the foreign 
trade of Matainoras, while anxious to get our cotton, i)refer to pay sj>ecie 
to exchanging goods for it. 1 feel autliorized to say to th(‘ geinu'al (com¬ 
manding tlnitif he will authorize cotton lo b(c ])urchas<‘(l and stor<*d at 
San Antonio every article inanufactm(‘(l in IMcxico in uMjninMl (piaii- 
tit^’'will be hroughr here and exchanged for it at from IT) to LY) pm* 
cent, advance on cost and charg<‘s. The Go\(‘riim(‘nt now pa,^s in Con¬ 
federate money from 100 lo 1,000 ])(m- (*,(‘id. J sinccuely wish, for the 
good of my country, that 1 could attract the att(Mitiou <*)f th<‘ Gov(‘rn- 
ment to the rich mine of wc^altli and p()W(cr she has in this col ton. VWiny 
hale should be purchased and all transact ions 1)(‘ inad(‘ on that basis. It 
will obtain for us every article that is desired; it. will ])ut onr (nirnnuy 
at x^, and it will save tine })(*ox)le and (*oiintry from tine extortion of tine 
Jews and Gentiles who are ])r(‘ying on our vitals. Idne o(C(*asion doi^s 
not allow me to extend this wsubject, l)ut 1 liazard no ollicialor jiersonal 
reputation in saying, in a word, that within six inonllis, by the exm’ciste 
of high military xiowers, the currency will be availabhc t(> the Govei ii- 
ment and soldiers and sux)i)lies of all vsorts for the ensuing year be s(‘- 
cured beyond a doubt. 

I respectfully ask that the order of the general cominaiidiiig Traiis- 
Mississix)xfi pex>artment, forbidding the issue of bacon to tlie troops, 
may be modified, so that the army in this section ot the State, whose 
supxilies are obtained here and which sux)plies are not available for 
the army in Arkansas, may receive it. 
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I would respectfully call the attention of the general commanding to 
the order from the Headquarters of the Army forbidding the purchase or 
issue of coffee as part of the ration. The article can be purchased at 
from 50 to 80 cents per pound in this market and in desii-ed quantities; 
and wlien it is considered that the pay of a soldier at the present de- 
preciated rate of our currency will not buy a calico dress for his wile, I 
feel justified in asking that the component parts of the ration, being 
equally the due of the soldier as his monthly pay, may be issued to him 
when it can be obtained at a reasonable price. If tlie influence of the 
commanding geneial is brought to bear on the subject perhaps the 
soldiers of the Trans-Mississippi Department will be benefited thereby. 

Major-General Magruder is reported to have arrived at Houston. 
Brigadier-General H4bert wiU leave on Tuesdav, the 2d proximo, for 
Little Bock. ’ 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

JBrigadier-Oeneral, Provisional Army, Commanding. 

[Indorsement. ] 

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Departiment, 
Little Eocl'^ Arl\^ December 22,18G2. 

In the absence of Major-General Holmes, \\’ho has gone to Fort Smith 
these communications (copies) are respectfully forwarded to the Adju 
tant and Inspector General. 

S. S. AXDERSON, 

Lieut, Assistant Adjiitanl’General^ Traas’^Ilss, Deiyf, 


Abstract from Beturn of the iJisirict of Texas, Xeiv i^cxico, aud Jrhoua, cummuhchcJ hj 
Maj, Gen. J. B. Magruder, for November, 1802 {headqiiarhrs Houhiou, Ju .). 


Command. 


Snb-District of thr V . 0 —Vr : 
Gen. U. P. r>ee, . ■ ■ ■ 

Cor]»us ClniHti, miauuy, cavaiiy, 
and artillrry. 

Lavaca, iiilaiitiy, cavaliy, and 
artillci’^ 

(’amp Salado, infantly.. 

Cami> Moifiuii, oavaliy. 

Camp iicui San Aii'omo, (a\aliy. 
(’.imp near Ctihimlnis, c.i\all y ... 

Camp near OaLl.ind, eavaliy. 

3'’oil (Uai k, (‘avail y. 

Atascosa, (avaliy. 

liiuut;ol<l IJaiiaeka, luf.mtiy and 
(Ml ally 

3'^at Ihmvn, oavaliy *. 

(JtiriI/O, cavalry-'... 

Poit (*avali> . 

Sub-Di.stiict of Jlou.slou, Col. X. B 
l)(‘biay 1 ap'lp'a 
Poit Ji* II. ' , I and artil¬ 

lery. 

Harrifabui-ff, cavalry.. 

Vela.sco, lufantiy,' cavalry, and 
artillery. 
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Abstract from Return of the District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arisom, tj-o.—Con,t’d. 
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Sub-District of Houston—Continued. 
Beaumont, infantry, cavalry, and 
artilleiy. 
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Liein. Col Il.'itb commanding; 
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Captain Ptountroo commanding; 
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* Ho return received. 


\ Ho return, about 500 nicii aimed. 


Hdqes. Dist. op Texas, New Mexk^o, and Akizona, 

Houston^ 7V.r., Dvvtmhvr I, 1802. 

General S. Coopee, 

Adjutant and Insx)ector General^ Itlchmond^ V((,: 

Expedition lias sailed from New York for Tt^xas. I lind this dis¬ 
trict sadly iu want of more li<»]it artillery. IMtaist'i ,i»“ive an order for 
two batteries to be turned over to lientenants whom I have sent to 
'Jackson, Miss., to rcceiv^e them from Oolnmbns. 

J. UANKIIIOAI) MAlilMJDEi:, 

j]f({j(>r-(fcnvr<il^ Commandbuj. 


IlDQais. Dist. of Texas,New Mexico, and Akmzona, 

Il<>usl(>H\ 1>(Tvmbrr 1, 1S()2. 

Lieiitenaiit-GeiKTal 

(Jom)iian(Hn(j !Uluu'lnivnt of the Missisulpiti: 

SlE : An immediate iii\'nsion of T(‘.\as Iumji,'.; t‘\i)t nn<I iindiii^' 
this district sadly in ne<Ml ofliojit nrlillery. 1 hav(‘ tin* honor to r(‘(iuertt 
that you will send nn^ in elmi^'tMif liiMilmmnts 1 wo hnl w it h a full 

su])ply of annininition, fi’oin (’olmnhns, l\iiss. 1 understand thert^ is a 
good deal of artillery at that ]>iaee, ainl 1 trust .\(ni wdl b(^ ahh* at onei‘, 
to com])ly with my re<in(‘st. L lind Unit tlu^'small i)atl(‘r\ of light 
artillery known as the Valverd(‘ i>att(‘ry, altaeh(‘d fornnn iy to Sihie.^^s 
brigade, hasbeeii ordered and has gom* i'oiward to Join (hnnn al Holmes’ 
command. Want of time prevents nn^ from obtaining orders in ri^gard 
to this matter from ilichniond. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your ob(‘dient servant, 

J. EANKUEAD MAOLtUDElt, 

Major-Generalj Commanding. 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Tnsp. General’s Office, 

No. 282. ) Richmond^ F«., December 2, 1862. 

* * # # * ^ # 
lY. Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, Provisional Army, will proceed to New 
Iberia, La., and resume command of his brigade, rex^orting by letter to 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes, commanding Trans-AIississii)pi Dei)artment. 
* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

• Assistai^t Adjutmit-General, 


Special Orders, ( Headquarters District of the Gulf, 

No. 288. i Mobile^ December 1, 1862. 

* * # 
lY. Brigadier-General Yaughn with his command will proceed with¬ 
out delay to Meridian, Miss., and report to Lieutenant-General Pem¬ 
berton, commanding Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana, 
headquarters at Jackson. 

By command of Maj. Gen. John H. Forney: 

S. GEOOM, 

Assistant Adjtitan t- Gen era I, 


Eutersyille, Tex., December 2,1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder, 

Commanding District of Texas : 

General: Since our conversations of last week some thoughts have 
occurred to mo perha])S worth early utterance: 

1st. In case ot‘ an attempt upon the city, such as we discussed, should 
our success only extend to the expulsion of the vessels beyond Pelican, 
it Avould 1)(‘ time enough then to decide tln^ qin^stion or' retiring our 
guns again to llie main-land. It is highly ])ro])al)le. IioAvever. if tlie 
attack \\(‘re su])portedby a menace of two or Threi^ boats coming down 
the ba>, it is more than ])rol>al)le that the emany would evacuate the 
<mtire i)ay. This is i)articularly true il‘ tlie attack were made in the 
night, as it should be. M;s coiilideiiee ot‘sue('(\ss is graduallN in<*i‘easiiig. 

2d. A boat attem])tiiig to get out by w'a;<^ of San Luis Pass, if IxdatiMk 
might b(‘tter pass througli tlic <*aual into the IJm/i-s ll\\v‘ iMid tluav 
aw'ait in sight of the Gulf, but concealed hy a skill of woods, a sai'e 
tim(‘to pass over the Brazos Bar. This mo\t‘ may h<* lost hy delay ; 
hilt the attempt u])on Galveston, if made at ail, should to suit 

any move caused by the attack upon Sabine of t he ve>.‘se]s au ^ hil version 
in the w'a.v of succor to thosi^ in Sabim*. 

3(1. There would be no difficulty in getting (uit td' t!.e Brazos I^iver 
and running the blockade, wdiieh has nevia- hemi Ke].i up ior that viver, 
nor would tlierc be much x^eril, 1 think, in passing a boat around to llie 
Brazos; but I should fear very nuicli any atit mpt to got a boar out at 
San Luis Pass after her movemiuit in that direetion had ))een detected 
by the enemy. Her transit into the Brazos woiihl he exjdaiued by many 
reasons, suck as the transportation of corn and snpiilies along that 
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river for troops stationed near; wliereas her entrance into Chocolate 
must be temporary and suspicious. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

0. G. FOESHEY, 

Chief Engineer. 

P. S.—Should emergency require it J may be reached in about fifteen 
hours from Houston. At all events I expect to return in a week. 


Port Hudson, Decemler 2, 1862. 


Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 
Present for duty, 5,600. 


WM. K. K. BEALL, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, ISTew Mexico, and Arizona, 

Housfo7i, Tex.^ December o, 1862. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

TraiiS'Miasis^ippl Department^ Little Roch, Arh.: 

Sir: I have the honor to state that Colonel GoukFs (Twciiiy-tliird) 
regiment of Texas cavalry, now stationed at or near Clarksvilh^ Ecd 
Eiver County, Tex., is at this time very much recjuired lor service in 
this district. I have reliable information in regard to th(‘ lle(d which 
sailed from Kew York uiuler General Banks, and am (ixpeeJing that ex¬ 
pedition ill Galveston Bay or the Eio Grande daily, it consists ol* Cor¬ 
coran’s Legion, of about 6,000 men, and two Maine regiimnits. 1 will 
require as much force as 1 can possibly muster to nie(d thinn, and liave 
earnestly to request that this regiment be left in the IState subject to my 
orders, and for the purpose of saving time be ord(‘red to report without 
delay at Columbus, Colorado County, Tex. The above is lint tln^ first 
installment of General Banks’ <*omniand. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obe<lient servant, 

j. BANKHEAD MACIMIDEB, 
Major-General^ Gomdg. District of 7V'.r., K, M<x.^ and Ari'::. 


IIeadquarters CoNsriMi>T 

Annlin^ Tix.^ Decern In r *1, 1862. 

Capt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General ; % 

Captain : I have the honor to call the attention of tin* commanding 
major-general to the fact that in certain G(‘i*inan s(‘l thmuMits rcsistanci^ 
to conscription is seriously contemplated, and, if in his Jmlgment it 
seems proper, I would be glad to have ])laeod at niy disposal a mofint(‘d 
force sufficient for the enforcement of the laws. Tln^ hdtcr, e()i)y hen^- 
with inclosed, is only one of several that 1 have recieived of the same 
tenor from enrolling officers. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectlully, your obedient 
servant, 

J. P. FLEW ELLEN, 

Major and Supernitcndent of Co7iscrlpts. 
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[Inclostire.] 


Enrolling Ofpice, 

Industry^ Austin Co%inty, Tex., UToxemler 28, 1862. 
Maj. J. P. Flewellen, 

Superintendent of Conscripts, Austin, Tex.: 

Sir : The above thirty-two names * are all Germans except four. They 
are remarkably stubborn, and I am satisfied do not intend to submit to 
enrollment. I shall therefore need a force to brin^ them in, and as the 
militia nearly all sympathize with them I cannot safely rely upon them, 
and would suggest that a military force of at least one good company 
be placed under my orders, and to be well supplied with provisions or 
money to obtain them in the country, and to be mounted and well 
armed. 

1 deem it my duty in this connection to say that there is evidently a 
spirit of insubordination existing among the Germans in this region. I 
have it from the most reliable authority that they contemplate resist¬ 
ance to the conscript law as well as to the contemplated draft. Sundry 
meetings have been held to concert measures of resistance. Several of 
the meetings were held in secret, and the last a public meeting, in which 
they resolved to petition to the Governor, asking that their families be 
l)rovi(led for and themselves armed and clothed as a x^reliminary to 
their submitting to the laws and entering the service. These meetings 
were largely attended—by 400 to 500 persons. If I am furnished with 
force sufficien t to vindicate the majesty of the law at once I think they 
will submit without a struggle; but there is danger in delay. If it suits 
>onr (‘oiivenience I would prefer that Capt. E. W. Hargrove or Oapt. 
J. 15. McCown (both are now stationed at Hempstead, this county) be de¬ 
tailed for this duty. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. J. BELL, 

Unrolling Officer, Austin County, Texas. 


OiiDERS,) Hdqrs. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

No. 008. i Alexandria, Decemher 4, 1802. 

1. Biig. Gen. 11. B. Todd, commanding Eleventh Brigade, Louihuuia 
JMilitia, should he deem it necessary for the defense of the parishes of 
Madison, Oarroll, and Tensas, and to prevent the enemy to efiect a 
landing or toi)r<)eeed into the interior of the State, and if it be neces¬ 
sary to give aid and assistance to the Confederate aiithoiities to repel 
any attack by the enemy, shall call out into active ser\iee the militia 
for(*(‘ of his brigad(‘ and all persons who are not subject to ('oiisciiption 
between the ages of eighteen and forty j'ears, and \\ill place them into 
such ep,inps as he may deem iiecewSsary and advisable. 

S •» (. :)fc ft y ft 

By order of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and cominander-iii*chief: 

M. GELVOT, 

Adjutant and Inspector General Louisiana. 


Names omitted. 
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Alsiract from Monthly Beimrl of the Distinct of Western Zonlsiana, eommanded hy Maj. 
Gen. B. Taylor, December 4, 1862 {headquarters Alexandria, La.). 



Executive Dept., Montgomery^ Ala.^ Dec. 5, 18G2. 
Hon. James A. Seedon, Secretary of War^ Riclmond: 

Sir : I invite your attention to the inclosed memorial from a portion 
of the Committee of Safety of Mobile, not because I suppose that the 
War Department has not already given an earnest consideration to The 
subject of the defenses of Mobile, or that it is not anxiously concerned 
for its successful resistance to the eflbrts which will doubtless soon be 
combined against it, but because I know the greatly extended scope of 
action of the department calls for the exercise of forethought and (iar(‘- 
ful provision in *so many i)oints now threatened that ])erchance sonui 
points now available and some means now at hand may ])ossibly be over¬ 
looked in these incessant demands ujmii your attention. 

The high character, the unvaried zeal, the earnest devotion, and the 
steady co-operation of this committee with the military and naval an- 
thorities give to their representations more than ordinary wtught. 
They are not of the weak and timorous chnss, disi)osed to fear and tly af 
the Arst approach of the sails of the <‘nemy, but men who will lighl in 
defense ot their homes until their city is no longer tcMiabhs and the 
first to apply the torch to render themselves honuih^ss rather tlian tli(‘ 
enemy shall enjoy the shelt(H'of the roofs which ha\e. |)rol(‘c((*d 11nna 
and tlieir children. 

Both for the land and sea defenses lh(\y have <‘h(‘(‘i‘liill,\ (‘\'i)(ai<h‘d 
their means and given oftheir time and energies, uinha* lli(‘ dire(*tioii 
of the authorities, in the belief that in stxloing tlH‘> W(‘r(* piot(‘el ing nol 
only their city, but th(‘ ricli <*ountry which had given il \\(‘allh ami o\- 
istence, and weie also guarding the gr(*at lin<‘s of int(‘reonmnmieation. 

They speak but my own thoughts when lh(‘.\ sa> lliat to do this suc¬ 
cessfully will require heav\y guns and a r(ss(‘r\<‘ coi i)s, as iny communi¬ 
cations to your predecessors will iully shov. 

I hope it may be in your power to j)ro\ id(^ for th(*se wants, and that 
your means may be made available Ixdbx^ the (‘n(*m,\ can make Ids ap¬ 
pearance. The importance of Mobile invites his attack in for<;(‘, and 
with the means of defense called for at hand and in jiosition I shall r<‘Iy 
with confidence upon the skill and energy of tlu‘ nulitar,\ and naval 
commanders, the courage and ardor of those under tluar ('oniinaiid, and 
the'spirit and determination of the people, that w Inm tJie struggle ends 
Mobile and its defenses will be ours. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO.*^ GILL ailOLTEK, 

Governor of Alabama. 
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[Inolosure.] 


Mobile, December 1 , 1862 . 

His Excellency J. G-. Shoetbb : 

SiE : The undersigned, in discharge of a duty confided to them by the 
Committee of Safety, beg to call your attention to what appears to be 
the great want for our defense. You are aware the committee, under 
your sanction and with the approval of the citizens, are doing all in their 
power to aid the military powers. The officers to whom that authority 
is intrusted have kindly informed us of the condition of the defenses 5 
and some of them in company with these officers have personally in¬ 
spected the material defenses that have already been erected. 

It is not needful to particularize to you the state of these things. We 
give all honor to our commanders, but it is plain that in time that is 
now past errors in judgment have been committed in some things. This, 
howevp, can never be avoided by man, but all that experience and ob¬ 
servation have suggested and that is within the means of the power 
that commands is now*in the course of execution. 

All the suggestions of the military and naval authorities, and of prac¬ 
tical sense on the part of the civilian too, point to the great necessity 
of the immediate and considerable increase of artillery at this point. 
You know our location 5 you know of the capacities and of the wants of 
the bay and its shores and those of the coast, and yon know of the 
powerful means of attack behind movable but sheltered bulwarks that 
our enemy has at command. You know these things too well to have 
them more particularly urged upon you. You know too what lies be¬ 
hind this gate-way to the State, and it is not necessary to press upon you 
the importance of this point. But has the Government at Ilichmond 
fully weighed these things, and has it directed here all the means of 
defense that its position as to locality and importance demands'? Has 
its due relation to other points, that it is true are threatened, and the 
whole country been duly considered We fear not. 

We know that able officers are here. We know that they have called 
for artillery and materials of war, and that the means of "defense have 
become great. We would have them greater yet. We would have the 
soil of this i)art of the country untainted by the impress of a hostile foot. 
But we fear that other points have too much monopolized the attention 
of the Government, and that our wants have been i)ostpoued. 

The great want of this point of defense is for more guns and of as 
large a caliber as possible. Points of importance, of great importance, 
but of minor interest when compared with those of commanding magni- 
lude, are yet unarmed, while some of decisive importance are t'till but 
leebly armed or are equipped in a nianuer far below that eompleteiiess 
and efficiency that should be imparted to them. We earnestly beg 
that you will see that the responsibility of this matter is ))laced where 
it rightly belongs. We sincerely hope that the ckmiaiids of our offi¬ 
cers upon the General Government may be fully met and our needs sii])- 
plied. We apidy to you as the head of our Commonw’ealth to come to 
our aid with your efficient influence. 

lias another matter been sufficiently attended to? Have proper 
corps of reserve been oi'ganized and posted so as to sn])port the loeal 
tbrce in case of need ? Suppose the enemy land a large force to inairh 
on us and so turn our Avater detenses, has the force been ])rovided that 
from some central point can maich and meet the ad\ancuig column? 

These are questions of military policy under militaiy direetiou tliat 
may be big with imiiortance to this point of the South Mississippi ['S/c], 
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and appear to us to demand immediate attention. Your memorialists 
venture to tliink the Governor of Alabama lias a right to ask these 
questions and to press them on the power that holds the sword and has 
undertaken the defense of which the State has deprived itself for the 
common good. 

Alabamians have shed their blood and ennobled the State in every 
field of the war. Shall the gate-way to the homes of their mothers, 
wives, and sisters remain inadequately protected by the Government 
whose glory they have so illustrated ^ 

Very respectfully, 

P. HAMILTOIST, Chairman, 

J. OARTEE. 

L. M. WILSOK 
OHAS. P. GAGE. 


Hlqrs. Dist. of Texas, Kew Mexico, and Arizona, 

Houston, Tex,^ December 6, 1862. 

Major Flewellen, 

Superintendent of Conscripts, Austin, Tex,: 

Sir: I am instructed by Major-General Magrudor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your communication of the 4th instant in regard to the 
hostility on the part of the German xiopulation in certain localities in 
this State to the conscript law, and to say to you that he desires you 
to cause all ])ersoiis of foreign birth who exliibit opposition to tlie 
enforcement of the conscript law to be sent from this State and united 
with regiments in other departments before all other conscri])ts, and 
that where they are found most hostile to its operations they be s(‘nt 
lirst of all. The major-general commanding desires, however, that in 
doing this you will exercise much (jaution, causing it to be done quietly 
and without show if such a thing be practieabh^, in order that all odious 
distinctions between the good and loyal eitiz(*ns of forcugii birth and 
those wIjo are refractory may be obviated, and that no diriienlti(*s from 
this cause also may arise between our native-born citi/ams and those of 
foreign birth. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient s(n'vant, 

E. r. TURNER, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-Gene rah 


Hdqrf?. First Dist., Dept, op Miss, and East La., 
Jachson, Miss., December tJ, IS(i2. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

General: I have the lionor to transmil tlie (*opy of a letter ad¬ 
dressed to Uis Excellency Thomas O. JMoore, Governor of the State of 
Louisiana, dated December 2, cuiTont, in re])Iy to His Exeelhmey’s letter 
of the 3d of October to the President (eo])y marked 1>), referred to me 
when ill Richmond for cxidanation, and the Governor’s letter of the 2d 
of October (marked C), requesting the suspension of General Orders, 
No. 2, of September 8, 1802. 

The extraordinary character of His Excellency’s letter to the President 
in contrast with that addressed to me personally and his own previous 
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official action would seem to render it necessary to ask that the Presi¬ 
dent be furnished with my reply and, as I trust, full vindication. 

Inclosed please find also copy of correspondence with citizens of 
Saint Tammany Parish respecting trade with the enemy (marked D).* 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General, G. 8. Army. 

[laclosure A.] 

Hdqrs. First Dist., Dept, op Miss, ainod Eastern La., •• 

Jaekson^ Miss.^ Decemher 2,1862. 
His Excellency Thomas 0. Moore, 

Governor of Louisiana: 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 2d October, 
received on the eve of my departure for Virginia, from which State I 
have recently returned. This will, I trust, satisfactorily explain the 
delay of my reply. 

General Order, l^To. 2, dated Jackson, Miss., September 8, 18G2, to 
which you refer, was issued under peculiar circumstances. Martial law 
had just been abolished by the same general who had established it. 
The civil authorities, particularly in East Louisiana, were represented 
by Hon. G. W. Martin, presiding judge of that district, as really power¬ 
less. His letter to me on that subject is now on file in the War Depart¬ 
ment. The district, being bounded by the Mississippi Eiver, the lakes, 
and Gulf, was exposed to constant raids from the enemy, who would no 
doubt exert themselves to prevent the trial and i)unishment of persons 
arrested for holding intercourse with and giving information to them. 
Unfortunately experience has demonstrated that there are too many 
V illing to serve them in this way. 

Your Excellency must at once perceive how much this state of things 
was likely to embarrass military movements, and how liable the best 
matured military plans are to be thwarted by the facility thus afibrded 
the enemy to obtain information of our movements. 

It was Uierefore indispensably necessary to provide some safeguai’d 
against spies and unrestrained intercourse with the enemy, and espe¬ 
cially among a generous, spirited people, unused to the restraints and 
vi(‘issitildes iiuiident to a state of war. 

The order was intended to iirevent such improper and illegal inter¬ 
course as was dangerous to the public welfare; and as it was confined 
to a men' recitation of the mandatory and prohibitory provision of law 
(SOI' articles 5(1, 57, 58, and 82 of the Eules and Articles of War) the 
power to suspend or circumscribe their scojic or iiiteut was eutircly 
beyond my official Jurisdiction. I considered it to bo my duty to do 
all' in my ])owor to chock, or rather to prevent, the evils retcirod to (see 
lett(‘r A ap])ended), and I felt the less hesitation in doing so in Louis¬ 
iana when 1 ri'inmnliored the very stringent proclamation on tlio same 
subject issued by Your Excellency in June last. lu this proclamation 
I find the following strong language: 

I am not introducing a,ny now ro<jjulatioiis foi the goveinineut of our citizens, hut 
iim only lading hefoio them tliohe that cveiy nation atn.ir locogni/os as necessary 
and |)rop(‘r"to be enforced. It is needless therelore to siiy they will nor be relaxed; 
on the contrary, I am but awaiting the assistance and presence ot the general appointed 
to the department to inaugurate the most effectual method for their enforcement. It 
is well to repeat them: 


*Not found. 
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Trading witli the enemy is prohibited under all circuinstancos. 

Traveling to and from New Orleans and other places occupied by the enemy is for¬ 
bidden. Ml passengers will be arrested. Citizens going to those plnces and'return¬ 
ing with,the enemy’s usual passport will bo arrested. 

1 submit it to your candor if with this proclamation before me 1 had 
not aright to suppose that my order was in strict accordance with your 
views, and whether I had not a right to expect, if occasion required it, 
your cordial co-operation in enforcing it ? 

The question whether citizens could properly bo tried under any cir¬ 
cumstances by a military tribunal is left open in the order, to be decided 
at the proper time and by the proper authority. This question is one 
of some difficulty, and is, I fear, likely to result in serious embarrass¬ 
ment to the military authorities and detriment to the })ublic service. 

It has been held in Congress and elsewhere that military courts have 
no jurisdiction over citizens in any case, and that they (iannot oven try 
persons charged with being spies for the enemy unless they are h^reigu- 
ers, alien enemies, or belong to the Army, the Navy, or to the militia in 
actual service of the Confederate States. The same doctrine has been 
recently asserted by high judicial authority in this State, where it has 
been held that a citizen who had been convicted by a military commis¬ 
sion of having acted as a si^y and guide for the enemy must be turned 
over to the civil authorities, to be tried in the parish or county wliere 
the offense was committed. This was in the case of 'William Burlin¬ 
game, a citizen of the parish of Saint Tammany, Louisiana, who, being 
arrested by my order and sent to this city for trial, was taken out of 
military custody on a writ of habeas corpus, and is now, I believe, in 
the jail in this county awaiting your requisition. 

However great the evils likely to arise from this doedrine, I have 
thought it my duty to conform to these autlioritative expositions of the 
law, and have in several instances ordered such persons to l)(‘ tunned 
over to the civil authorities. 

While ill Eichmond I was handed a copy of your I<^iler to 1h(‘ Br(‘si- 
dent on the subject of my order No. 2, in wliieh 1 liiid tin* following 
paragraph: 

It is with rogrotlbat I hud luysclf coulinnally Imuiobt iisit wen* into conlhct with 
tho uiilitary antlionticfc., whom i am most <l<‘siions to assist in (wmw possihh* w.i^\, lint 
a wido-sprcad ij^iioianro of tho iiglita of citizmih oi indilii'ionco to I Ik'iii olft n k imI( is 
it imperative. 

For the implied censure of my conduct containcMl in this i)aragraph I 
was not prepared, as 1 wsis not aware tiiat any conllict had e\<‘r ansmi 
between myself and the civil authorities, and'l was (*<‘itainl\ ignorant 
that my personal and official relations with yourself had Ikhui in any 
manner unsatisfactory. If I have ever huled cordially to coopmate 
with you or xiromptly to resx)ond to any of your \\ish(‘s 1 am not aware 
of it, and am at a loss to know to wliat instanc(‘s of eonlh(*t >our hdter 
refers. 

While in command of the Louisiana Brigade at New (Jrh^ans and sub¬ 
sequently of a division at Corintli 1 am not conscious of ever having 
failed in treating you with that consideration demamh^d alik(‘ l)y your 
personal character and official position; and when at a latm* ixu’iod 1 
was assigned to the command of Eastern Louisiana one of m,> iirst acts 
was to exert myself to cause the restoration of ccTtain arms belonging 
to the State of Louisiana which had been vseized for Oontedeiate use. 
It may be that my administration of this distiict was not in ac(‘ordance 
with your views, but I can hardly be censured for this wluui it is recol¬ 
lected that you were at Opelousas and I at Oaiiq) IMoore, and that the 
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distance and difficulty of communication deprived me of the benefit of 
your advice and valuable snggestionsj but however I may have failed 
to meet your wishes I have, I repeat, yet to learn of any case of conflict 
between us. 

With regard to the imputation of ‘^ignorance of the rights of citizens 
or indifference to them,” I have only to say that as my life has been 
spent in the army it may be that I am not as well informed in regard to 
these rights as 1 desire to be, but I trust I am incapable of feeling in¬ 
different to the rights of my countrymen, no matter to what class they 
may belong, and 1 had hoped that a life devoted to my country’s service 
and the fact that 1 was among the first to embarh in the revolution in 
which we are now engaged for the vindication of these very rights, and 
upon which I have staked life, fortune, and fame, would have spared 
me such an imputation. 

Your letter cannot certainly be regarded as a special recommendation 
to Executive consideration 5 whether it has prejudiced me with the 
President it is of course impossible for me to know, but it is rather a 
significant fact that about the time of its receipt I was relieved from 
the command of any portion of Louisiana and assigned to a district com¬ 
paratively unimportant. 

An officer by profession, with nothing left me now but such name and 
character as a soldier may win, you will readily understand the impor¬ 
tance to me of preserving that name untarnished; and I must be per¬ 
mitted to remark in conclusion that I was withdrawn from active service 
at Pensacola and ordered to Louisiana on the application of the State 
Executive for the services of an officer unsolicited by me, and that I have 


felt that my lot was cast among a magnaniirroiis people. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL EUGGLES, 


Brigadier-General^ 0. 8. Army, 


[Inolosure B.] 

Executive Office, 
Alexandria, La,, Octoher 3, 1862. 

Hou. Jefferson Davis, 

President, &c,, Richmond: 

Sir : Inclosed you will find General Euggles’ General Order, I^o. 2, 
to which I invite your attention. I have written him requesting he 
should suspend the ojicration of the aiticles of war Kos. 50 and 57 so 
iar as regards citizens until I can hear iroui jou whether he is justified 

in so doing at all. , n 

J assure you, sir, it is with regret that 1 find myselt continually 
biought asUw^erc into con diet with the military authoiities, wiioiu I 
am most desirous to assist in ev(Ty legitimate w’ay, hut a wide-spread 
Ignorance of the rights of citizens or iiidiilerence to them otteu ren¬ 
ders it imperative. 

In concliisioii I may add that I am alw'ays (■on^lllcod |]>oui Aiews are 
just and proper concerning them. 

I am, sir, respktfully, your obedieiit^sm-aiit, 

Governor of Louisiana, 
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Executive Office, 

• Alexandria, La., October 2, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. Daniel EuaaLES, 

Commanding IHstrict of the Mississip2^i, Jachson: 

General : I liave noticed i)ublislied in the Mississipi)i newspaiper«, 
by your command, a general order, No. 2, dated September 8, 1862, ap¬ 
pointing provost-marshals and specifying their duties. 

As your order affects a portion of this State 1 beg to ask you if, in 
your opinion, articles 56 anti 57 of the Articles of War apply to citi¬ 
zens 

I feel assured they do not, but should you differ from me in this 
opinion I have to request that you will sus])end their operation as far 
as regards citizens until I can hear from the President, whom I ad¬ 
dressed to-day on the subject. . 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THO. O. MOOEE, 

Governor of Louisiana. 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Ho^ision, Tex., December 8, 1862. 

Maj. S. S. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Trans-Mississlp2)l Deixirtment: 

Sir : naving been informed that Brigadier-General Sib]ey\s brigade 
had been ordered back to the diwstrict, and being in gri^at in^ed of light 
artillery, I have ordered the Valverde Battery, Gaptain Sayers, to re¬ 
main in camp at Marshall, Tex., until orders shall be recedved from the 
lieutenant-general commanding in regard to it. 1 have to iMMiuest that, 
if possible, this battery maybe left in this district subjeed to my orders, 
and such do I consider tlie importance of the re(iuest lliat L scuul a 
S])ecial messenger to bring the orders of the lieutcmant-general com¬ 
manding in relation to it. 

I am, sir, very lespectfnllv, 3 our obedimd servant, 

J. BANKIIBAI) MACiEGDBE, 

iMajor-(}eHerat, CommandIng. 


IlDQns. Djst. of Tj^xas, New JMi^xk’o, and Akmzona, 

Houston, Tv.i., Deecmixr 1862. 


General IS. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector Gcmral, liichmond, Ya.: 


Sir: I have the honor resiH‘ctfully to rtq)res(‘nt lhal I iind tln^ vari¬ 
ous eommands in this district almost without aims. Ib igadim-tbuKaal 
Sibley^s command is very deiiciiml in tiial ])aiti(Milai', 1h(‘ni<‘ii Inning 
sold their arms when they redreatt^d fioni Newv M<‘\i<*<) to (*itiz(‘ns and 
Mexicans to X)rocuro food and clothing, of wliich tliey w(u*e at one* time 
almost destitute. These arms wvre aft(‘i*ward bought nj) and given to 
other troops, which have left tlic Stale. Onl> 1,200 imm of this hii- 
gade arc armed, and lliey indifferently. Of Jia>lor’s eominand (some 
twenty-two companies in process of organization) about 500 men have 
assembled, and only 35 are armed at all. I have only 1,000 Eiiffcld 
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rifles aod about 200 small-arms to issue. I therefore hasten to inclose 
a requisition for 12,000 stand, which number was some time ago asked 
for by Brigadier-General Hubert; and as the State is now threatened 
with immediate invasion I trust that this district can be at once fur¬ 
nished with the above number of arms—Enfield rifles and rifled mus¬ 
kets, if possible. Other commands here are as poorly provided, the 
cavalry being armed with indifferent shot-guns. In addition, I have to 
request that three batteries of rifled pieces and three batteries of 
smooth-bore guns be sent to this district, as in liglit artillery it is very 
deficient. I have the honor to state that I have been informed that 
small-arms were being manufactured very rapidly at Macon, Ga., and 
Eichmond, Va., and bo request that Colonel Burton, superintendent of 
armory in Georgia, be directed to send the number of small-arms re¬ 
quired by this district from the manufactories under his control or that 
arms be sent from other points. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

Major-General^ Commanding^ &g. 


Fort Hebert, Tex., December 9,1862. 

Mr. George W. Grover, 

Mayor of Galveston^ Tex.: 

Sir : Instructions just received by telegraph from Col. X. B. Debray 
grant time to the people of Galveston to remove from there up to the 
11 th instant at 0 a. m. You will therefore please make it public. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. G. JONES, 
Lieutenant and Fast Adjutant. 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Houston^ Tex.^ December 9, 18G2. 

Lieut. Ool. S. S. Anderson, . . . . ^ 

Assistant Adjutant-Generalj Trans-Misbhsi][)j}l De])artnieiit : 

Sir: Inclosed I send a letter of tlie Go\Triior of Texas. I iind Sib¬ 
ley’s brigade and the troops raised by Governor Baylor alaio^t vitboiit 
arms. Sibley’s men sold their arms to Mexicans and our citizens; by 
the latter they were resold to our Ordnance Departnu-nr, lssucmI. jind 
sent out of the country, principally to Arkansas. The l est o1 the tro(;])s 
liere arc principally cavalry, and armed, some vith ]iK‘lh^*ieut shot guns, 
others with indifferent pistols, and some not at all. I am ni|oi‘m(Ml l>\ 
Ool. Charles De Morse, commanding Twenty-ninth Texas jweg.inont, 
that ho is under orders to proceed to Fort Smith to iep<^it to jMa)Oi 
General lliudmaii. (Tii)laiu llooks, who hears this lettei, st;itcs that 
his transportation will not be ready for some twenty or eniy iis c Lhi> s. 
I have thereibre aulliorizcd Oolouel De Morse to remiiiii untu M’ur lu- 
smictious can be received. A large expedition under Geueuil Ininks 
■will arrive at Galveston probably in a lew dajs. i Inul the eouht and 
the Eio Grande given up. With iny troops well armed I luigut leeo'v ei 
important points on the coast, and probably save the Eio Giant 
necessary to us. Under these circumstances l(*annot but coueui in t e 
opinion of the Governor of Texas as to the necessity of keeping some 
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■well-armed troops in Texas, and therefore request that the Twenty- 
ninth Eegiment Texas Cavalry, Col. 0. De Morse, be ordered by the 
lieutenant-general commanding the department to report to Columbus, 
Tex., without delay. 

I am, sir, veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ’ J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDER, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 


pjiolosure.] 

Executive Department, 

Austin^ Tex.^ December 6,1802. 

Mai. Gen. J. B. Mag-ruder, Eouston, Tex.: 

General : I feel a very deep interest in the defense of this State 
and an earnest desire to co-operate with you in securing it'from being 
overrun by the enemy. I have taken much pains to inform myself of 
the state of our defenses, and believing them to be inadequate, you must 
pardon the liberty I take in calling your attention to our destitute con¬ 
dition in the matter of arms and ammunition. There seems to be no 
doubt that a serious invasion of Texas will be attempted this winter. 
The Confederate States troops at this time within the State and the 
State troops are probably sufficient for its defense, but they are all of 
them to some extent, and some of them wiiolly, destitute of arms. Bay¬ 
lor’s command is without any arms at all. The brigades known as Sib¬ 
ley’s, who may now bo considered as veterans, are not half armed, and 
the same may be said of every other regiment in the Stale. The inade¬ 
quate supply of ordnance and fixed ammunition within the department 
must already have engaged your attention. The voliint(*ers who first 
left Texas almost without exception took their arms with llnnn, to be 
used in the ])ublic service elsewhere. Many wxue rurnished by the 
State, and thus we are left in our hour of peril almost destitute of the 
means necessary to make an effective resistance. The Stat(‘ has bad 
energetic agents for tw^elve months or more engaged in purchasing and 
repairing such arms as could be obtained, but these hav(‘ b(‘(‘n far in¬ 
ferior in character and of so many varieties as searccly to lx* ca|)al)le 
of classification. The same may he said of tlios(i wiiieli still rennain in 
the hands of our citizens, and even for these the snp])ly of ammunition 
IS very inadequate. Under the eircumstanc(‘s I have not thought it out 
of the line of iny duty to urge upon yon and through ^on on tlu‘ War 
Department the wants of onr State and the im]>ortan(*'e of* their bdng 
promptly supplied. At l(‘ast 15,0(K) stand of arms ari‘ mxMled to (Mpiip 
fully the forces in the ^tate and the new levi(‘s al)oi:l to raised, hive 
or six full batteries, iiartly smooth-bore and partly rifhxl, are (<x)lcwv for 
tbe proper defense of the fState, and that number should l)(‘ at once for¬ 
warded here, and they should be aeiMinqianied by the usual (inantity of 
fixed ammunition to lender tlnnn (‘11‘ective. 

I do not tlqnk that I overestimate the iin[K)rtance of Texas to the 
Confederacy or the interest the Government should fed in preventing 
its being overrun by the enemy. Almost all the only sure trad(‘ and 
communication between the Confederacy and the outsidi^ world is through 
her western frontier into Mexico. Her wheat fields and her hog and cat¬ 
tle ranches contribute largely' to feed the armies; lier waxil and cotton 
factories clothe them in part; her sons have not been behind the fore¬ 
most at the call of duty, and have poured out their blood like w^ater 
upon the battle-fields of liberty. She deserves a better fate at the hands 



Chap. XXVn.] CCKREESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONPEDEEATE. 897 

of the authorities than to be left with the old men and boys to defend 
herself, while denied the means of effectually doing it. 

I am, sir, yours, truly, 

P. E. LUBBOCK. 


DEOB3IBBR 10, 1862. 

Major-General Mag-ritder : 

Dear Sir : I am informed by letter from a reliable person at Beau¬ 
mont that five vessels appeared off Sabine Pass on the 7th and at¬ 
tempted to come in, but failed for want of sufficient water. They were 
still outside when his informant left. They held communication with 
the Federal vessels inside. Their character is one transport, one large 
steamer, one propeller, and two schooners. Thinking that possibly the 
information may not have reached you I send it in. Have you any late 
Northern papers you could lend mo? 

Very respectfully, 

E. H. CUSHING. 

[Indorsemoiit.] 

Colonel Debray wj,ll please send copy of this to ]\Iaj. Leon Smith, 
who has gone to JSTiblett’s Bluff, and also station a company of cavalry 
near Sabine Pass to keep watch upon the enemy^s movements and 
report such at once to these headquarters. 

By command of Major-General Magruder: 

H. M. STANAED, 

Aldc-de-Gamp. 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, Few Mexico, and Arizona, 

Houston^ Tex,, Deccmhcr 12, 1SG2. 

Col. S. S. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Trans-Mississlpi)i Beimrtment: 

Sir : It is reported that the enemy are off Sabine Pass in force, at¬ 
tempting to land. The occupation of Galveston by the enemy may be 
expected at any moment. I have ordered the Yalverde Battery (Cap¬ 
tain Sayers) to report to me in Ilouston, as it is absolutely necessary to 
have more artillery at hand; and as I can timl out nothing about Gen¬ 
eral Sibh‘y and his command, to which this company is attached, from 
the adjutant-general of General Hebert, I have ordered the whoU‘ of 
General Sibley’s command to tlic coast. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGE GDEE, 

Major-General, Contmandhuj. 


IlDQRS. Dist. of Texas, New IMexico, and Arizona, 

Houston, Ter., Dernnhcr EJ, l.S()2. 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

/Secretary of War : 

Sir : I cannot ask too urgently your attention to the imdosed letter^ 
of Governor Lubbock, as to tlie pressing need otarms for th(‘tro(q)s 
necessary to tlie defense of this State- Ti^xas, thoiigii sh(‘ has stiipped 

^Soo incloburo to Magrudei’s letter of Deceiuber 1), p 
57 R R—VOL XY 
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herself of her young men, who are nobly fighting the battles of the 
Confederacy beyond her limits, needs but arms in the hands of the 
warlike and veteran pioneers who have remained at home to enable her 
to defend her soil successfully, but these arms she has not. All the 
rifles and shot-guns at one time in the hands of her citizens have been 
sent with her troops to the army elsewhere, and she is absolutely now 
without any whatever, except the few with which the troops in the 
field here are badly armed. 

My predecessor, Brigadier-General H6bert,madea requisition before 
my arrival for 12,000 stand of arms. I repeated this call a few days 
ago, and now again respectfully ask the utmost exertions of the War 
Department to procure, if possible, the supply here so necessary, with 
the corresi)onding quantity of ammunition ; also additional light bat¬ 
teries be sent to me in accordance with previous requisitions. Of the 
3,000 stand of arms promised me by the former Secretary of War I 
have succeeded in obtaining only 1,000, which have arrived here. I 
have the honor to request that the rest be supplied as early as possible. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obcdi(iiit servant, 

J. BAISTKHEAD MAGliUDER, 

2L((jor-General^ Commanding, 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond^ Fa., Decemher 13, 1803. 

His Excellency J. G. Shorter, 

Governor of the State of Alabama: 

Sir; Your Excellency’s letter of the 5th instant, iiudosing a commu¬ 
nication from the Committee of Safety in Mobile, Ala., has been re¬ 
ceived. The President left this city some days ago to visit the head¬ 
quarters of the diflerent armies in the Southwest, and will ])r()l)al)ly be 
in Mobile within the course of the next fortnight. Whalevcu* pr(q)ara- 
tion can be made for the defense of tliat city within the eoini>ass of the 
means of the Government Your E\e(dlen(*y may Ix^ assiirixl will 1>(‘ made. 
The formation of a corps of reserve in aid of tln^ j(>re(‘s of (li<‘ Confed¬ 
eracy might be fairly left to tin* citizens th(‘ms(‘lv<\s. Under an act ol 
the last Congress “to authorize the formation of volnnt(‘(‘r (•omi)ani(‘s 
for local detens(‘” (No. 72) organizations may lx* made which, in any 
exigency of invasion, would prove of great utiii^ty; andtli(‘ a<*t pro\ id(‘s 
an easy and convenient imxle for doing this. 

Your UxcelleiK'y may be assunxl tliat th(‘inqxmding invasion on ih(‘ 
])art of our enmny lias beem pnqiared vith gr<‘at <*aM‘ and with a pro¬ 
fusion of means almost without a parallel, and that, it lx‘hoov<‘s e\(ay 
mail in the State of Alabama and in lh(‘ iviiole (1nded(na(',\ to be 
ready to do his whole duty for r(*pel]ing it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient s(u*vant, 

J. A. CAIMUBElJi, 

A nfiifita n / Secret a rtj of 1 \ 'a r. 


Hdqrs. First Mil. Dist., Dept, of IVIjss. anl East La., 

Jachson, il/m., Dceember 11, 1S<)2. 

Maj. J. R. Waddt, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Sir : I have the honor to state, for tlie information of the li<‘ut(manl- 
general commanding, that i have received tbe following iiiformation, 
which is entitled to some consideration. 
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1st. That Maj, Gen. K. P. Banhs has landed, a portion of his forces 
(consisting of 25,000 men) at Ship Island; that his men are much de¬ 
moralized, and are to be drilled and disciplined on the island. The rest 
of his force is soon to be landed. Three large transports landed the 
troops already there. 

It is rumored that a re-enforcement will be sent to Kew Orleans soon, 
but now there are not more than 2,000 men in ]New Orleans. 

It is understood that General Banks^ force is to belauded when ready 
at Pontchatoula, to move up the railroad to meet Rosecrans’ army. This 
has been decided on instead of landing at Baton Rouge, as had" been at 
one time contemplated. 

The report carefully circulated at the Xorth that General Banks’ex¬ 
pedition was designed for Texas it is understood was merely intended 
to mislead our Government. It is to be observed that the question now 
arises as to the expediency of destroying the barracks at Baton Rouge 
and a portion of the town or preserving them at the risk of affording 
aid and comfort to the enemy by again affording him shelter. 

2 d. Major-General Butler orders, December 8, that all persons who 
have registered themselves as enemies of the United States, and who 
desire to leave Kew Orleans never to return, shall do so before the 10th 
of December, and that he, General Butler, will furnish them with trans¬ 
portation through the Federal lines; that each person shall be allowed 
only to carry out not exceeding $50 worth of clothing. All persons 
thus embraced are required to furnish a register of their residences. 
Several hundred are known to have regivStered for this purpose. 

The arrival of these victims of Federal oppression on our Southern 
coast will be unquestionably attended by much distress and destitution. 
I respectfully recommend for the consideration of the lieutenant-general 
commanding that measures be taken to afford prompt relief and pro¬ 
tection for all such fugitives. 

3d. That recently some forty-two vessels have left our immediate 
coast and been lost to our service, having been seized by Major-General 
Butler. 

4th. That stringent orders had been received by Major-General But¬ 
ler and Commodore Farragut from Washington i)rohibiting the ship¬ 
ment of salt and probably other supplies to our lines. 

These items of information are communicated for the lieutenant-gen¬ 
eral’s consideration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General^ 1\ A, G, 8. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters District of the Gulf, 

No. 90. j Jllol/ilCf Becemher 14, 1862. 

In obedience to orders from department headquaiteis the under¬ 
signed hereby relinquishes the command oi‘ the district to Brig. Gen. 
W. W. Mackall. 

JOHN H. FORNEY, 
Major-General^ B, A. G. 8. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Departiment No. 2, 

No. 62. ) Murfreesborovgli^ Tenn,^ December 14, 1862. 

Maj. Gen, S, B, Buckner is relieved from duty with the Army of Ten- 
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nesseo, and will i)roceed to Mobile and assume command of the District 
of the Gulf. 


# * # 

By command of General Bragg: 


# * # 

GEO. G. GABNEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Houston^ Tex,^ Dec&niher 15, 1SC2. 

Maj. S. S. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Trans-MississijW'^ Department: 

Sir : Inclosed I have the honor to transmit a copy of instructions 
handed to me by Maj. S. Hart, special agent on the part of the War 
Department for the purchase of arms, supplies, &c., Irom and through 
Mexico. IMajor Hart has requested me to publish such orders as will 
facilitate him in the execution of his duties. I have had a long con¬ 
ference with Governor Lubbock, of this Slate; General Bee, charged 
with the execution of orders from Headquarters Trans-Mississippi 
Department, dated Little Eock, Ark., October 14, 3802; Mr. Latliain, 
Confederate collector at Brownsville, and Major Hurt, with the object of 
carrying out ilie orders of Lieutenant-General Holmes more stringently, 
and of producing harmony of action among the diilerent agents who had 
already made purchases of cotton and contracts bastMl iii)on the same. 
In consequence of this want of unity and other causes cotton has gone 
up to 25 cents per pound, and traus])ortatiou as high as 20 cents, paid 
in specie. The most of the cotton on the loute is in the hands ot* 
speculators, as I am informed, and 1 have diiecf(‘(l every bale williont 
the permit of General Bee to be stop])ed on the iiio GramU^. 1 have 
also ordered that all men coming under the <mnscrii)t a(*t engaged in 
hauling cotton be atojiec enrolh‘d; also that th(\vbe tak(‘n to the neansst 
conscrii)t camp for service, unless they will us(i tlu‘ir leuuis liuiiliiig 
cotton for the Government. TIk‘ ord(‘r of Lieutenant-General Holmes 
has had already a good ef/cct, bringing doAvn the price of cotton 5 
cents a pound, and it*l can increase the facilities of trailsjK)rting cotton 
to the Govenunent agents and (h^cri^ase them to lh(‘ sp(‘(*ulator nincli 
good maybe done. Jt is absolutely n(‘c<‘ssai,\ for sncc(‘ss, ho\N<‘ver, 
that the GoviTiiment agents, whether ap])oiiit(Ml IVom riiclnnond or by 
authority of General llolim^s or in any other \\ny, should know <‘ach 
other and act in unison. 1 have thcreiore ord(T(‘d all agimts, (‘ilhm* of 
the Treasury Department, War l>(‘partnieiit, or commanding ollic(*r ot 
the Trans-Mississi])pi Depmtment, or acting umhn* an,\ otlnn* aiithoiity, 
to report their authority to th(‘se lu*ad(inarters foitJiwilii, witli a vi<‘W 
of submitting them to Major Hart, who is, I beln^vc', jirovidcd wnth a 
largo amount of funds, and is specially sent on tiiis smv ice by (he War 
Department. I have requested liim to reimrt forthwith liy lettm* to 
Lieutenant-General IIoIiikvs. I shall older Idni also to semd invoice^ of 
all supplies he may receive to the headquarters of lueutenant-Geneial 
Holmes, in order that the orders of the latter may be commiinieated to 
me before these supplies are distriliutcd. 1 ])resiinie this is already 
provided for, however, in the orders oii this subject to my ])r(‘d(‘(*essor, 
Brigadier-General'Hebei 1. The headquarters being at San Antonio 
I have not yet had access to the order-book or files ol the oliice. 

It will be perceived that Major Hart has the power to impress traus- 
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portation wlien necessary. I have limited that power however to trans¬ 
portation in Texas; that coming into Texas owned by Mexicans and 
foreigners bringing in supplies must not only be exempted from impress¬ 
ment, but must be protected. As the enemy is expected daily on the 
Eio Grande I have directed that the cotton now on its way to Browns¬ 
ville should be diverted to Einggold Barracks on the landing of his 
troops. I presume the lieutenant-general commanding is informed that 
the Lower Eio Grande, from Einggold Barracks to the mouth, lias been 
virtually given up, being occupied by only a few hundred cavalry, and 
that the guns have been stored at San Antonio. This I found on my 
arrival; also that almost the whole of the coast is in posses^i<tii of llie 
enemy. Arms are our principal need. I brought only 1,000 small-arms 
■with me, and know not when I shall get any more from the other side 
of the Mississii)pi. If Lieutenant-General Holmes can send aims to 
Texas I beg that he will do so without delay, and if he receives any 
from the Government I request that a portion of them be ordered here. 
There are none to be had in Mexico, nor do I see the least ]>ros|)ect of 
getting them from abroad for a long time to come, if ever. Being con¬ 
traband of war, merchants (foreign) will not run the risk of the blockade. 
As Major Hart has great experience as a merchant, has the coiitidence 
of the President and War Department, and is more likely than any one 
I know to bring order out of the chaos I find the cotton trade in here, 
T respectfully recommend to the lieutenant-general commanding the 
department the publication of an order directing all agents for the 
})urchase of cotton to report to him, and that he be invested with 
authority from the headquarters of the Trans j\Iississippi Department 
to superintend all the cotton arrangements of this district, eairying (jiit 
contracts already made by agents properly authorized. I have heai d of 
many agents here for the purchase of cotton, and am already sutislled 
that they are acting without x^ioper authority and that their euiirse lias 
almost deprived the Governmeut of the means of traiisjiortiiig ca>tt(U‘. 
I heard of one, a heavy operator, acting under authority from General 
Lovell, given before the fall of Hew Orleans. There is every conceiv¬ 
able sclieinc presented to evade the last orders of General iJolmes on 
this subject, patriotism being generally the basis upon Avhieh luscality 
raises its struclure. 

1 have the lioiior to be, very respeetfnlh^, your obedient sei vent, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

j\Ia jor- Geiteral^ Co in m v n d i luj. 


Port Hudson, Jhuihtbcr 17, isOif. 
LicMitenant-General Pemberton: 

Fourteen gunboats and sloops aic a1 Baton Eoage ILG inoiniiig. 
The Essex has slarlod up. 

WM. N. K. jniAi.L, 

t (hiifioL CionitKindiitf). 


Port IIuuson, J)cLeinhnr 17, 

(Jeneral Pemberton: 

Eeport is that betwcea 0,000 ami 7,000 of tbe^muiyit Baton Ilo iige. 
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[December 18, 1862. — Stevensou^s division ordered from East Ten¬ 
nessee to Mississippi, to report to Lieut. Gen. J. G. Pemberton. See 
Series I, Vol. XX, Part II, p. 453.] 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Houston^ Tex.^ December 19, 1862. 

Col. S. S, Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant-6eneralj Trans-Mississippi Department: 

Sir : I have just received your letter’*^ of the — instant, stating that 
Sibley’s brigade had been ordered opposite Vicksburg. I to-day also 
saw an order from Brigadier-General Scurry, directing that brigade 
and Stone’s and Gurley’s regiments to hold themselves in readiness to 
march. I had ordered Sibley’s brigade to Ilarrisburg, between Gal¬ 
veston and this place, in order to protect the coast and the railroads, 
the latter absolutely vital. I also wrote General Holmes, requesting 
that Stone’s and Gurley’s regiments might be sent at once to Columbus, 
Tex., where they are extremely needed. I found also tlie Eio Grande 
frontier virtually abandoned. It must be retrieved forthwith or our 
trade will be cut off and the enemy obtain a base for operations against 
Texas affording him every advantage. I have but a few moments to 
write, as the cars leave in half an hour, and there are but tri-weekly 
stages. I will send return of troops next mail, and will state now from 
memory the following, on which 1 think General Holmes can rely: In 
Texas, number of troops organized and for duty 8,000 incTi, which in¬ 
cludes Sibley’s brigade and excludes Baylor’s troops, now being organ¬ 
ized. Of these latter there are about 1,500 men, of whi(ih tliree (tom- 
panies only are aimed. Of Sibley’s brigade only about 3,200 men are 
armed, and they indifferently. There arc not more tliaii 6,000 imm 
armed at all in Texas. There ought to bo that number aloii(‘. on tlie 
Eio Grande. I was about to send an expedition tliere to regain tlie 
frontier, but if Sibley’s brigade and Stone’s and (hurley’s regiments 
arc taken from me I will not be able to do so. I bi^g therefore that 
the order alluded to by you for these troo])S to proc(‘ed to Vi(*ksburg 
he countermanded. Of course I shall facilitate the movcuneiit toward 
Vicksburg in every way in my power unless 1 r(‘(*eive different* or(h*rs 
from General Holmes, who of course knows that General Banks is 
about to sail with a large force for Texas. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedi(‘nt servant, 

J. BANKUEAl) MAGlUJDEit, 

Major- (icn era /, (Jomm a n d />///. 


Eicumond, Va., December 20, 1862. 
Major-General Forney, MoUU^ Ala,: 

I have reasons, not however conclusive, to beli<‘vc Banks’ fle(‘t is 
intended to operate in the Gulf, and in the lirst instance to attack 
Mobile. Be prepared. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
iSecretary of War, 


* See of November 26, p. 879. 
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Abstract fro7n Eeport of Troops in the District of the Gulf, commanded by Brig, Gen. 7F. TV. 
Maclcallj December 20, 1362 Qieadqua^'l&rs Mobile, Ala.). 


Troops. 

Present for 
duty. 

Effective total 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Army of Mobile. 

270 

3,571 

v3,804 

4,820 

5,6G3 

East District. 

113 

1,998 

2,121 

2,460 

2,807 

Harbor Brigade. 

61 

910 

1,020 

1,164 

1,283 

Chocta'w and Owen Bluffs.I... 

20 

201 

244 

284 

328 

Fiftv-thiid Regiment Alabama Partisan Rangers. 

31 

486 

619 

628 

805 

Grand total. 

495 

7,166 

7,708 

9,346 

10,886 


Hdqrs. Dist. OF Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Souston^ Tex,., December 21, 1862. 
Col. S. S. Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose a list* of officers of the Federal 
Army Avho are represented hy the New Orleans papers to have arrived 
Jiu that place. The papers state that General Corcoran has sailed from 
New York for that place. You will perceive from the inclosed list of 
ohicers that there are two major-generals, and as these organizations 
are in all probability complete, this expedition must consist of at least 
20,000 men. To meet this invading force you will see from my letter 
to Lieutenaut-General Holmes, forwarded several days since (a copy 
ol* \fliich iwS herein inclosed),t that I am by no means prepared, on ac¬ 
count of the disorder and want of organization which prevails here on 
account of the removal of troops from this district. 

Ill view of these facts I have the honor to urgently renew my request 
that the troops ordered by Lieutenant-General Holmes to report to 
Brigadier-General Scurry be retained under his command in this dis¬ 
trict. Should General Holmes, in view of this information, deem it 
proper to grant my request, any orders from him countermanding or 
changing the movements of these forces will reach their commanding 
oflicers if forwarded to them en route by Shreveport to Monroe, La. It 
is scarcely necessary for me to say that great dissatisfaction exists in 
this State at the removal of armed troops from its limits and the reten¬ 
tion of those only wdio are unarmed. Please send copies of such orders 
countermanding to these headquarters. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD. MAGEUDER, 

Major-Gen era Z, Co7n 7n a ti di ng. 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

S[ousto7ij Tex.., Deteinber 21, 1862. 

His Excellency Hon. E. E. Lubbock, 

Qoveimor of State of Texas : 

Sir: 1 have the honor to inform you that Lieutenant-General Holmes 
has ordered Sibley^s brigade, together witli Gurley’s and Stone’s regi¬ 
ments, to Louisiana, and that I have obeyed the orde r. I am in re ceipt 


'Not fouad. 


t See letter of December 9, p. — 
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of Ifew Orleans papers stating that General Banks with his staff has 
arrived and mentioning other officers, from which I am satisfied that a 
force of at least 20,000 strong is at hand for the invasion of this State. 
In view of the diminution of our forces by the removal of the above- 
mentioned forces from this State and of the arrival of these Federal 
forces momentarily expected, I have to request that you will call out 
at once all the militia which the State can possibly arm and cause them 
to rendezvous at Harrisburg. I have also to request that you will 
send arms and a full supply of ammunition for these t]'ooi)s, in order 
that they may be armed and equipped as soon as possible. While I 
have facilitated the movement of these troops (Sibley’s brigade and 
Stone’s and Gurley’s regiments) in every possible manner, I have sent 
a letter to General Holmes by courier requesting that the order for the 
movement be countermanded. I doubt, however, if it will be done. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

Ma}o r- General^ Go m m and ing. 


Havana, Decmher 22,1802. 

My Dear-: 

I presume you are ere this posted as to Banks’ cxi)edition, as I see 
that many are leaving tlie city of New Orleans for Dixie. Tie has 
25,000 men, besides Butler’s army. His lauding at New Orleans closes 
the business so far as Mobile is concerned. Oiu^ battalion is sufficient 
for Mobile, just to keep order and say that there is trooi)s tlu‘re. 

The West is clamorous for the opening of the Mississippi River, as 
the low prices of grain in New Vork is killing them. The OovfU'ninent 
of Lincoln must open the river, or soonei’ or lahn* they will have 
trouble with the West, and every nerve will be (‘\lend(‘d for that <muI 
in the West. 

No irou-clads in the Gulf as yet or likely to lx* soon. Th<‘y will 
probably make an attempt to take (Jhaileston s(K>n with th<‘ir iron¬ 
clads, but my opinion is greatly strengthened of late that Mobih* will 
not be attache?! by gunboats 5 but it i)(‘]iooves tlu* hurr.\ing up of the 
iron-dads to make defense inon* certain if the> slionld atl<‘ini)t it. 

The news of Burnside’s <l<*feat is grand; they say 12,000 to 15,000 
killed and wounded. New Voik is in gr(‘at gloom over it. I s(‘inl a 
New York World for the Club of 17,” giving j)ai t icnlnis. L(‘t mo 
hear from yon soon. Wlierein lioll is tin* Florida ? Sin* eonld lx* doing 
more good than 25,000 nM*n. Onr ships g(*t no Ireight h(‘n* on any 
terms. Tnsurance 5.] w^ar risk in Ncav Voik and going np; ifs killing 
to their commerce. 

Sincerely, your friend. 


[NTot sign(‘(I.| 


General Baidcs will attack Port Hudson so soon as possibh* Ibr him 
to get liis army organized. Butler had 10,000 m(*n i)i<‘vionsly. 


[Indoisc nionts.] 

General S. Cooper, Adjt. and Insp. Gen., Richmond : 

The above is from a reliable sonrcc iu Havana. Q’Ik* iiiformatiou is 
derived by him from Hew York, Key West, and other points. 
Eesimctfully, 

S. 13. I5UOICNEH, 

Major-General, Commanding District of the Gulf, 
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January 6,1863. 

Eespectfully submitted to Secretary of War. Important. 

S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Galveston, Tex., December 22,1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. Mag-ruder, 0. S. A., 

Gomdg. Military District of Texas^ &c.^ Mousto7i, Tex.: 

General: We, the undersigned, having received a communication 
from the mayor of this city, Mr. George W. Grover, stating that notice 
has been given by Colonel Debray, commanding Sub-Military District 
of Houston, that all communication between this city and the interior 
of the State is now cut off, we have respectfully to request you to state, 
for our information and guidance, if this order is intended to prohibit 
us from obtaining those provisions from the State which are necessary 
for the support of the aliens remaining at the port and who now com¬ 
pose the majority of the inhabitants. 

We have the honor to be, your obedient servants, 

AETHUE T. LYNX, 

Her Britaiinic Majestfs Co^isidj et at. 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, Kew Mexico, and Arizona, 

Houston, Tex., December 23, 1862. 

Maj. A. M. Jackson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir : I am instructed by Major-General Magruder to ask whether you 
know anything of General Sibley being ordered with his command to 
New Iberia, in Louisiana. All information in regard to General Sibley 
in your possession you are requested to communicate through Captain 
Loebnitz, who bears this to San Antonio and will return at once. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ’ E. P. TUENEE, 

Gaptam and Assistant Adjutant- Geyiei'al. 


General Orders, \ Headquarters District of the Gl^lf, 

No. 105. ) Mobile, December 23, 1862. 

By virtue of Special Orders, No. 62, Headquarters Department No. 2, 
the undersigned assumes command of the District of the Gull. 

The followiiig staff is announced: Lieut. Col. G. B. Cosby, cliief of 
staff*: Maj. T. J. Clay, adjutant and inspector general; Capt. W. h. 
Mastin, assistant ad jut ant-gen oral; Maj. V. Slieliha, chief of artillery; 
Maj. S. K. Hays, ('liud* (piarterniaster; Lieut. 0. F. Johnson, Lieut. 3. 

N. Gallelier, aides-de-cam]>; Lieut. O. F. Itice, ' 

S. B. But 

Major-General., Drorif/ional At my. 


General Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General's Office, 

No. 111. ) Itkhmond, Dece)nhey 24, IbOi. 

I. The following proclamation of the President is published for tlie 
informatjiou and guidance of all eouceriied therein: 
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By the President op the Confederate States. 


A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas a communication was addressed on the Gtli day of July last (1862) by Gen¬ 
eral Eobert E. Lee, acting under the instructions of the Secretary of War of the Con¬ 
federate States of America, to General H. W. Halleck, gcnoral-iii-chief of the United 
States Army, informing the latter that a report had reached this Govornment that 
William B. Mnmford, a citizen of the Confederate States, had been executed by the 
United States authorities at Now Orleans for having pulled down lb<5 United States 
hag in that city before its occupation by the forces of the United States, and calling 
for a statement of the facts, with a view to retaliation, if such an outrage had really 
been committed under sanction of the authorities of the United States; 

And whereas (no answer having been received to said letter) anotlierletter was, on 
the 2d August last (1862), addressed by General Lee, under niyiTistructions, to General 
Halleck, renewing Ibo inquiry in relation to the said execution of said Muiuford, with 
the information that in the event of not receiving a reply within fiftcicn days it would 
be assumed that the fact alleged was true and was ssnetioncul by the Govornment of 
the United States; 

And whereas an answer, dated on the 7th August last (1862), was addressed to Gen¬ 
eral Lee by General H. W. Halleck, tbo said general-in-cliief of the armies of the 
United St.i'\ a'b griir -ufQcient cause for failure to make early re))ly to said letter of 
Gth July, - \: ‘‘‘g ■” No authentic information had biuin received in relation to 
the execui <i'! Mini-^"r!. but measures will be immediately taken to ascertain the 
tacts of the alleged execution,and x>i*omising that General Lee shouhl bo duly in¬ 
formed tht'reef; 

And whereas on the 29th November last (1862) another hdter was addressed, under 
my insiniclious, by Robert Quid, Confederate agent for the exehangi'Cjf i)risoners, nii- 
dor the cartel between the two Governineiils, to Lieut. Col. W. H. laidlow, agent of 
the United States under said cartel, informing him that tho explanations promised in 
the said letter of General Ilalleekof 7th of August last> had not yet beini r(‘(‘eive(l, 
and that if no answer was sent to the Gov(Tffment within lifteen days from the <le- 
livery of this last oommnnieation it wauild 1)(‘ consi(ler(‘<l that an answer is (U‘('lin(‘(l; 

And whereas, by letter dated on tlio3d day of the pr(‘S(‘nt month of J)(‘e(‘mb(T, th(‘ 
said Licntenant-Colonel Ludlowa])prised thesaid ItoheitOnld that tin*al>ov(‘'r(‘eit(‘d 
communieation of 29th of November had been received and toi-w arded to the Secre¬ 
tary of Wav of the United States; 

And whereas this last delay of fifteen days allowiMl for auswm- has elapsi'd and no 
answer has been received; * 

And whereas, in addition to the tacit admission resulting from 1h(‘ above riTusal lo 
answer, 1 have received evidence fully establishing the truth oftln^ fart that th(‘ said 
William B. Muinford, a citizen of this Oonfedcra<*y, was actually and publicly e\(‘- 
euledin cold Idood by hanging after the occupation f>f the <*iiy of New Oil(‘ans by 
tbo forces under the command of General Benjamin F. IbilhT, when said Miiinlbrd 
was an unresisliiig and non-C'omhntaiil <*aptive, and for no otleiise (‘\(ni allegi^d to have 
been committed l>y him subseipient to fhe date of tin* caidiiK* <)rih(‘ said city ; 

And whereas the silcniee of the Government of tlu^ TIiiite<l States and its maintain¬ 
ing of said Butler in high olliee uinler its authoiity for many months alUn* his com¬ 
mission of an act that can lie viewed m no oilier light ihan a'-^ a didihmali' minder, 
as well as of numerous other outrages and atiocities heii'aftm- to lx* iiKMitiom d, a fiord 
evidence only too eomdiisive that the said Government sam 1 ions tli<‘ <‘oii<hiet of said 
Butler and is deteimnied that ho shall imnain unpunished lor his crimes: 

Now, therefore, I, Jetfersou Davis, Pr(‘sideiit of the Coniedin alt* Slates of Amm iea, 
and in their name, do pronounce and dee! are tlH‘sai<l Bmijamin F. ihitlei to h(^ a l<don, 
deserving of capital punishment. 1 do older that he he no longer e(»iisi(I(M(‘d or t i(‘a{c(l 
simply as a public enemy of the Confederate ►States of Aimuica, hut as an mitlaw and 
common enemy of mankind, and that in the e\eiit of Ins eaptiire the officei* in com¬ 
mand of the capturing force do cause him to ho immediaUdy cxeentixl liy hanging; 
and I do fuither order thatuo conimissioncdoflicerof the Unit(*<1 States takmi caiitive 
shall be released on parole before exchang(‘until tbe said Biitlm’ i-liall have* met with 
due punishment for his crimes. 

And whereas the hostilities waged against this GoniVxliM'aey by the forces of tlu^ 
United States under the command of said Benjamin F. Butler Imvi* hoim* no re.smii- 
blancc to such waifare as is alone permissible by tin* lulesof iiiteinatioiial law or the 
usages ot civilization, but have been characterized by I’cpi'ated ati’oeitiesaiuloiit rages, 
among the large number of which f ■ ’ -r . vbe cited as example's: 

Peaceful and aged citizens, uun ' *.> * ■ non-combatants, liave been 


Correspondence referred to in this proclamation will appear in Series II, 
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confined at liard labor, with balls and chains attached to their limbs, and are still so 
held, in dungeons and fortresses. Others have been subjected to a like degrading 
punishment for selling medicines to the sick soldiers of the Confederacy. 

The soldiers ot the United States have been invited and encouraged by general 
orders to insult and outrage the wives, the mothers, and the sisters of our citizens. 

Helpless women have been torn from their homes and subjected to solitary con* 
tinement, some in fortresses and prisons and one especially on an island of barren 
sand under a tropical sun, have been fed with loathsome rations that had been con¬ 
demned as unfit for soldiers, and have been exposed to the vilest insults. 

Prisoners of war who surrendered to the naval forces of the Uni ted States on agree¬ 
ment that they should be released on parole have been seized and kept in close con¬ 
finement. 

Repeated pretexts have been sought or invented for plundering the inhabitants of 
the captured city by fines, levied and exacted under threat of imprisoning recusants 
at hard labor with ball and chain. 

The entire population of the city of New Orleans have been forced to elect between 
starvation, by the confiscation of all their property, and taking an oath against con¬ 
science to bear allegiance to the invaders of their country. 

Egress from the ciry has been refused to those whose fortitude withstood the test, 
even to lone and aged women and to helpless children; and after being ejected from 
their homes and robbed of their property they have been left to starve in the streets 
or subsist on charity. 

The slaves have been driven from the plantations in the neighborhood of New Or¬ 
leans till their owners would consent to share the crops with the commanding gen¬ 
eral, his brother, Andrew J. Butler, audother officers,* and when such consent had 
been extorted the slaves have been restored to the plantations, and there compelled 
to work under the bayonets of guards of United States soldiers. 

Whore this partnership was refused armed expeditions have been sent to the plan¬ 
tations to rob them of every thing that was susceptible of removal, and even slaves 
too aged or infiim for work have, in spite of their enti’caties, been forced from the 
homos i)rovidcd by the owners and driven to wander helpless on the highway. 

By a recent general order (No. 91) the entire property in that pait of Louisiana 
lying west of the Mississippi River has been seq[nestratcd for confiscation, aud officers 
liiive been assigiuKl to duty, with orders to ‘‘gather up and collect the personal prop¬ 
erty and turn over to the proper officers upon their receipts such of said property 
as may be required for the use of the United States Army; to collect together all the 
other personal property and bring the same to Now Orleans and cause it to be sold 
at public auction to the highest bidders’^~an order which, if executed, condemus to 
punisliiiuMit by starvation at least a quarter of a million of human beings of all 
ages, sexes, and conditions ; and of which the execution, although forbidden to mili¬ 
tary officers by the orders of President Lincoln, is in accordance with the coutisca- 
lioii law of our (‘iieiuies, which he has directed to be enforced through the agency pf 
civil officials. And, liiially, the African slaves have not only been excited to insur¬ 
rection by every license and encouragement, but numbers of them have actually been 
armed for a scrvihi war—a war in its nature far exceeding in horrors the most merci¬ 
less atrocities of the savages. 

And whereas the officers under the commaud of the said Butler have been in many 
instances active and zealous agents in the commission of these crimes, and no in¬ 
stance is known oi’ the refusal of any one of them to participate in the outrages above 
narrated ; 

And wh(‘reas the President of the United States has, by public and official <ieclara- 
tioii, signified not only his approval of the etibrt to excite servile var Avithin the 
Confederacy, l)iit bis intention to give aid and eiicourag<‘mont thereto if these inde¬ 
pendent Stall's shall continue to refuse submission to a foreign power after the first 
day of January ni'xt, aud has thus made known that all appeals to the laws of na¬ 
tions, the dictates of reason, and the instincts of humanity would be addressed in 
vain to our euiMuics, and that they can be deteired from the commission of these 
crimes only bv the terms of just retribution: 

Now, therefori', I, Jelferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, 
and acting by 1 heir authority, appealing to the Divine Judge in attestation that 
their conduct'is not guided by the passion of revenge, but that they reluctantly yield 
to the solemn duty of repressing, by necessary severity, crimes of which their titi- 
zims are tin' victims, do issue this my iiroclamatiou, aud by virtue of my authority as 
Comniauder-in-Cbief of the Armies of the Confederate States do order— 

1st. That all commissioned officers in the command of said Bcnjaimu F. Butler be 
declared not entitled to bo considt'red as sobbors engaged m honorable warfare, but 
as robbers and criminals, deserving death; and that they and each of them be, hen- 
ever captured, reserved for execution. 

2d. That the private soldiers and non-commissioned officers in the army of said 
Butler be considered as only the instruments used for the commission of the crimes 
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perpetrated "by Ms orders and not as free agents; that tliey tlierofore Lo treated, 
wlien captured, as prisoners of war, witli kindness and biimanity, and ]>o sent borne 
on the usual parole, that they will in no manner aid or servo the United States in 
any capacity during the continuance of this war unless duly oxobanged. 

3d. That all negro slaves captured in arms be at once delivered over to the execu¬ 
tive authorities of the respective States to which they belong, to bo dealt with ac¬ 
cording to the laws of said States. 

4th. That the like orders be executed in all cases with respect io all coniinissioned 
officers of the United States when found serving in company witli arnied slaves in 
insurrection against the authorities of’the different States of tbivS Confederacy. 

In testimony whereof I have signed these presents and caused tlie seal of tiio Con¬ 
federate States of Ameiica to be affixed thereto at the city of Richmond, on 
Fl. s.] this 23d day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun¬ 
dred and sixty-two. 

JEFFEESON DAVLS. 

By the President: 

J. P. Benjamin, 

Secretary of State. 

II. Officers of the Army are charged with the observance and enforce¬ 
ment of the foregoing orders of the President. Where the evidence is 
not fall, or the case is for any reason of a doubtful character, it will 
be referred through this office for the decision of the War Department. 

By order: • 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


December 25,1802. 

Colonel Debray : 

General Magruder directs that you summon Maj. (Ca])t.j Leon Smith 
and direct him to i)repare the Bayou City for S(‘rvic(‘ immediately; to 
put a platform on the boat for the o 2 -pouii(ler riiled gun, whi(‘h will be 
sent up to Harrisburg to-morrow 5 to prepare the in like man¬ 

ner for the two 24-pounder howitzers now at Harrisburg, llci will use 
Cotton on the docks of both to give the ai)p(^araii(‘(‘ of i)rote(*lion and 
not wait to fasten it if it costs time. Eor this ])ur[)Ose will use all 
the mechanics and other force that can Ik‘ worked willi advantage', tak¬ 
ing the material or proi)erty he may need by seizing if iK'cessary. Ih' 
will send some other boat for the gnus at Morgan’s IN)int insl(‘a<i of th<', 
Neptune. He will call for 150 voiiinteers for (‘acli boat, taking citi/aMis 
and soldiers from all (iiiartors. He will make all tin' dispositions and 
perform all his functions intlie general’s name. II<' will ns(‘ tin* small- 
arms already given him if tlicy have not been siuit ava\. Ib* will be 
ready to move at 12 m. day after to-morrow^ (Saturday) to tak(' part in 
an attack upon the lleet if things do not (‘liange. The j/oxsw'ain el* the 
Owasco has deserted, and will be sent uj) to report toTrajor Smith to¬ 
morrow. He says the lleet can be easily driven out ol* the liarbor, and 
is anxious to take part and lead a cotton boat in the light. He is drunk, 
and has been fighting, he says, on account of his priiici])les. He will 
not play false. If he does he dies. He wishes to serve the gnu him¬ 
self. Take him on board, but do not let him go near the gnu. Trc'at 
him kindly and let him remain near the captain. Take any man’s cot¬ 
ton unless it can be bought. I i>refer Major Smith to go in (command 
of both boats. Attack from on shore, if any, will be with about 2,000 
long-range rifles and twenty pieces of artillery. Only 300 soldiers lia vc 
arrived, and they in an unarmed vessel. Keep the coxswain, Monroe, 
from liquor. Colonel Debray will order down such uuai'mcd men of 
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Sibley’s brigade as can be spared. Captain Good has still some Mis- 
sissii)pi rifles or other small-arms on hand. Let him issue them to Major 
Smith to arm his vessel. Tell the editor’s of papers not to publish a 
word as to army movements in this State. Colonel Debray will be sent 
for if there is a fight. Send the message to Colonel Hardeman to Col¬ 
umbus and no farther. 

C. G. FOESHET, 
Consulting Engineer. 


HotrSTON, Tex., Becember 25, 1SC2—3 p. m. 

Colonel Debeay: 

•Jt: ^ # 

Send an express to Major Shea, directing' him, in General Magruder’s 
name, to burn the railroad ties at Indianola and Lavaca. Direct Major 
Shea to order, in General Magruder’s name, the cavalry battalion near 
Victoria, left there for his support, to proceed to Lavaca, leaving their 
horses in charge of not more than one-fifth of the men and one or two 
careful commissioned officers, to remain at Victoria until further orders. 
Dii'ect Major Shea to burn or destroy the light-houses at Saluria and 
Pass Cavallo and all the houses at Pass Cavallo if practicable. Send 
a copy of these orders by mail to General Bee. 

## * * * * 

Send an order, in General Magruder’s name, to Major Hobby to send 
a party to Aransas light-house to destroy it. Captain Neal or Captain 
Willko will know the best way of approaching it. Let them take for 
this i)urpose two kegs of powder. Say that the general is aware of the 
difficulties, but believes they can be overcome. Direct Geiieial Bee, 
in General Magnider’s name, to order by courier the officers in com¬ 
mand of the troops at Brownsville to destroy the light-house on Padre 
Island. 

By command of Major-General Magruder: 

E. P. TURNER, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Texas, 

Houston, Tex,, December 25, 1862. 

Major SniOA: 

Sir: I am insti acted by Major General IMagruder, who is now at 
Virginia IMiiil, to inform you that the enemy have lauded at Galveston. 
]\Iajor General Magiuder orders that you burn the railroad ties at 
Jndianola : also tlic bridges at Indianola and Lavaca. You vill in his 
nanic‘ ordor the cavalry battalion near Victoria, left tluu'e for >our sup- 
])or1, to proceed to Lavaca, leaving their horses in chaige of not more 
Ilian ()ni*-(i l‘l li of their force and one or two careful commissioned officers, 
to I'cmain at Victoria uutil further orders. You will bum or destroy 
the liglit houses at Saluria and Pass Ca\alio and all the houses atl ass 

(Javalloii practicable. x i 

A co])y ot ca(*li of the above orders 1 wall send by mail to General 
Bee. Tile niajor-geiiernl commanding also ordcis that you remouut the 
lO-iuch colambiaffi il* it lias arrived, at once ; if not, send a courier at 
once to hurry up Lieutenant Woodward with the gun. 

1 have the honor to be, very respeetlully, obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBRAY, 

Colonel, CI ;i .» ' • Dastern Sub-District of Texas, 



910 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap. XXVTL 


Headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Texas, 

Eoustoriy Tex.j December 25,1862. 

Major Hobby, 

Commandingj Corpus Ohris% Tex.: 

Major : Major-General Magruder, who is now at Virginia Point (the 
enemy having arrived to-day in some force at Galveston), directs that 
you send a party to Aransas light-house to destroy it. Captain liTeal 
or Captain Wiilke will know the best way of approaching it. Let 
them take for this purpose two kegs of powder. Major-General Ma- 
grucler desires me to say that he is aware of the diflGiculties, but he be¬ 
lieves they can be overcome. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. B. DEBRAT, 

Colonel^ Commanding JEastern Sub-District of Texas. 


Opelousas, La., December 25,1862. 

,Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holivies, 

Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department: 

General: In obedience to the orders received from the Secretary 
ot* War, a copy of which is herewith inclosed, I have the honor to report 
my arrival at this place en route to Xew Iberia. I reported to you from 
Vicksburg also. While in Richmond the President impressed upon mo 
the importance of immediate and active operations in this (piarter and 
that I should meet my brigade at the point designated. At Jackson 1 
was informed that the troops had been directed by General Magriider 
to Virginia Point, in front of Galveston, and again at Vicksl>nrg 1 was 
notified by letter from one of my staff at JMonroe that (Jeiuu'al Scurry 
had been assigned to the command of my brigade, and had ])r<)ceed(Ml 
to Texas accordingly, and, moreover, that the V^alver(l(‘ Battery was 
Iheii at Monroe. I do not assume this uiiofiieaal inrorination to be (;or- 
rect; hut in tlie event that it sliould be so 1 detmi it pro|)er to say to 
>011 that an interview with tlie Governor and many niemlu^rs of tin'. Leg- 
islatiiie to-day has satisfied me that this part of the State of Ijouisiana, 
by far the richest in the Ooiifederacy, is in a laiinnitably delenscdi^ss 
condition. Tlie people and the authorities had r(‘li(‘(l coiilid(‘ntly upon 
tlie Texas troops, promivsed them so rep(‘at(‘dly by th(‘ W'ar l)ei>artmont 
and the Biesiilent. for protection. ]ndee<l th<^ ibesiihmt ha(l assnied 
two genthMiien, planters on the Abdiafalaya, in .huiksoii, on tin' 20tlL 
instant, that General Sibley was at Kew Iberia with his brigade. Tlie 
citizens seem to have lost all contidmice in lh(miselv(‘s and relianc(‘ in 
the assurances of the Government, an<l are lle(‘ing IVoin ev(M> (iuart<‘r 
and in every direction. The Arizona Battalion, of iny bi iga<l(‘, has beem 
actively and very usefully employed, under its \ cry (dlicimd li<‘utenant- 
eolonol (Herbert), scouting andreconnoitering in tlie vicinity of LMa(|ii(‘- 
mine and the Mississippi River. With the exception of this battalion 
1 have no troops to operate with under the orders of tin* War l)(‘part- 
nient. 

1 have written to General Taylor and furnished liiin with a cojiy of 
my orders; but the equivocal character of that oidcu* as r<‘gaids’my 
lelative olticial position to him leaves me uo alternative but to await 
your instructions. Meanwhile J shall proceed to New Ibmia and to 
the salt-works in that vicinity, and familiarize mys(df with the roads, 
slveiiins, and genei’al resources of the country. It is proper that I 
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should also inform you that my stajff officers are e% route to this place 
with iiinds lor the payment and subsistence of my troops. A. supply 
of sabers, cartridge boxes, &c., are also en vcnitc from Ricbmond. Ro 
other cavalry arms could be obtained from that quarter, and the Gov¬ 
ernment informs me that General Tavlor has none. In short, this 
country is absolutely destitute, I fear, both of men and material. I had 
the honor on another occasion to represent to you the importance of 
feeeping the Valverde Battery with the troops so closely identified with 
it. I beg leave to report and urge this upon you, and 1 would respect¬ 
fully request that the battery under Captain Sayers be ordered to Rew 
Iberia at once. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. SIBLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


[Inclosnre.] 

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

JTo. 282 . j Richmond^ Fu., JDecemier 2 , 1862 . 

* ^ ^ ^ 

IV. Brig. Gen. n. H. Sibley, Provisional Army, will proceed to JSTew 
Iberia, La., and resume command of his brigade, reporting by letter to 

Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes, commanding Trans-Mississippi Department. 
# ^ 

By command of Secretary of War: 

JlSrO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Arlj%ctant-General, 


ViRCiNiA Point, Tex., December 26,1862. 

Mr. Arthur T. Lynn, 

Consul to Ifer Britannic Majesty^ and other Consuls and 

Consular Agents of diffe^rnt ])oucrs at Galveston^ Tex,: 

Gentlemj^n: I received your communication of 22d instant, in which 
you state that you liave been informed by the mayor of Galveston that 
all comimiiiication between that city (Galveston) and the interior of the 
Slat(‘ is now cut oil', and you request me to state for your infonnatioii 
and guidance it* lliis order is intended to prohibit you from obtaining 
^Ii(>s(* ]>rovisions iVoni the State ^^llicll aie necessary for the su])poit of 
tlie aliens remaining at the port and who now compose the majority of 
the inhabitants. 

In re])Iy, I Iiavc* the Iionor to infoini indeed ;you well know, 

that the liavhor of Galveston has been in the i^xelusive xx-ssc'^siou of 
tijo emany since early in October, and that Confederate soldiers or 
citizens, eVeii singly, cannot pass into the city without being tired upon 
by tlio tleet, whieli'eoinmaiids all approach from the interior. Under 
these eireuinstances the citizens of Galveston, without regard to nation¬ 
ality, have been invited to the interior, and transportation otfered free 
of cost to all. Tliis was availed of to some extent. Tlie in\ itation has 
been renewed from time to time. More recentl\ 1 diiected Colonel 
Dcbiay to give notice that persons could pass to and from Gahostou 
iq) to a (*ertaiii period; all intercourse would be ])rohibited: by my order 
[hoj requested the mayor of Galveston to coininuiiicate to the foreign 
consuls this determination of mine, and to state to them that i would 



912 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX , N. MEX. [Chap. XXvn. 


not be responsible for any annoyance to those wiio should remain in 
Galveston after that time, thus giving* every opportunity to tlie consuls 
and citizens or subjects of their respective consuls to establish them¬ 
selves in Houston or elsewhere in the interior. This i)en()d has passed, 
but I am still willing to afford the foreign consuls and all others in Gal¬ 
veston every facility in ray power for leaving that city, provided it is 
claimed within twenty-four hours from the time of the delivery of this 
note to Her Britannic Majesty’s consul at Galveston. 

With respect to provisions for the citizens of Galveston T have the 
honor to state, for the information of the consuls, th* t arrangements 
were entered into by me with the commander of the Fedcu'al lleet and 
all parties concerned for provisioning the city by steamers sent in for 
that purpose. The comuianding oflicer of the FcMleral tleet, however, 
insisted on inserting in the article of agreement that steamers bearing 
a flag of truce should not float the Confederate flag. This was of course 
peremptorily refused by me, since which I have sent an oflicer to treat 
with the commander of the Federal fleet with lh(‘ vi(‘w of nniioving from 
the articles of agreement these objectional leatiires, but 1 have no 
oflSlcial knowledge of the result of this conference. It is (evident, under 
these circumstances, that no injustice has Ixrn done tlu* consuls or the 
citizens or subjects of the Governments which they repn^sent. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your olxxlicmt servant, 

J. BANJvHFAl) MAGIHTDFI?, 

Maj, Gen»j Gomdg. iJist. of Texas, yeir Mexico, and Arizona, 


Heabquauteiis Eastern Buu-Distruit or Texas, 

llonsion, Tex,, December 18(>2. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Buciiel, 

Or any Officer (Jommanduuj at Droirnsville, Tex,: 

Sm: Major-General Magruder, who is now at ^^irginia Point, oppo¬ 
site Galveston, where Federal forces are arrixing, instructs im^ by t(‘l(‘- 
graph to send to you in liis name the fallowing oidm*: Yen will im¬ 
mediately destroy the light-hoinse on Padre* Ishmd.’' A c<»py ol* (his 
order is forwarded to Brigadie*!* Geiiei’al P>(*e, ,^onr iinin(‘(lial(‘ com¬ 
mander. You will report the execution of this onh*r imtli lo (l(‘n(‘ral 
Bee at San Antonio and to Geneial l\lagrii(l(*r at Houston. 

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

X. P». DPBPAV, 

Colonel, Commanding Eastern Snh J>isfriet of Texas, 


San Antonio, Tex., Deeemlxr 27 , 1802 . 
Oapt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant uidjiitani-General, Department of Texas, dv*. 

Captain : 1 have the honor to acknowledge* the* receipt, ])er Cajitain 
Loebnitz, of your communication of the 22x1 instant, <*(xitaiiiing e(‘rlain 
inquiries relative to Brigadier-General Sibley, ('ai)t. J. h], I)\n>(*]*, 
aide-de-camp to General Sibley, arrived here on <‘st(‘i'day nioining di¬ 
rect Irom Itichmond, which })lai‘e tic left on llu* 51 li or (>th instant. He 
informs me that General Siblc> was then in receijit of ord(*rs iVom the 
War Dei>artineut to proceed forthwith to New Iberia, La., and llieie lo 
resume the couiinaud of his brigade. General Sibley was to leave 
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Eiclimond in imrsnance of these orders on the day succeeding Captain 
Dwyer’s dei)arture, and Captain Dwyer snhseqiiently learned that Gen¬ 
eral Sibley had left Dichmond at the period designated. I am in re¬ 
ceipt of no other information on these subjects, but regard Captain 
Dwyer’s iuforniation as perfectl.'v certain, he having himself seen the 
orders of the Department to General Sibley. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. JAGKSOX, 

Major and Assistant Acljiitani-General. 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 
Houston^ Tex.^ December 27,1862. 
His Excellency Governor Lubbock: 

Governor : I am instructed by Major-General Magruder to state 
that the militia which has already been called out are required at the 
earliest moment i)ossible to strengthen the army and to provide for the 
defenses of the State. You are therefore respectfully requested to 
give immediate orders for the commanding officers to report with their 
companies, organized in accordance with the Confederate States regu¬ 
lations, at this place. You are also requested to provide them with a 
full supply of arms and ammunition, as they will be immediately sent 
to the coast to provide for its defense. 

I am, Governor, very respectfully, 

A. G. DICKINSON, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Port Hudson, December 28,1862. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

General Gardner has arrived and assumed command. 

WM. N. E. BEALL, 
Brigadier-Genera 2, Commanding. 


Headquarters, Port Hudson, 

December 29, 1862. 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept, of Miss, and La., 

Jackson, Miss.: 

Sir : T luivc the honor lo submit the following report concerning this 

^^^r^hiivc kept myself busy in reconnoitering the locality, and I find 
that a large amount of work has been done, and generally well done, 
but there is yet a great deal to do. The batteries are generally weU 
posted and w(‘ll made, but there is not a sufficient supply ot ammuni¬ 
tion. The fi(dd works are well laid out and well constructed and are 
being pushed as rapidly as the limited means v ill iiermit. 1 would 
respectfully urge that a large number of axes, spades, and pick-axes 
miXv be sent as soon as possible. The very broken countr]\, even, 
within the lines, makes it difficult to fortify every part as thoroughly 

58 R R—-VOL XV 
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as it should be without making the lines too extended, but the work 
shall be pushed with all energy. 

The gunboat Essex recounoitered us this morning without coming 
within range and immediately returned. Ifeliiible information from 
Baton Rouge puts the strength of the enemy at that idace at eighteen 
regiments of infantry, with about 300 cavalry, in all estimated at about 
12,000 men, under the command of Brig. Gen. 0. Grover. The troops 
are all new levies, except about three regimenls, and the regiments are 
well filled up. The gunboats and transports have all returned to New 
Orleans, except a slopp of war and the Essex. About 200 infantry and 
100 cavalry advanced about 12 miles on the Oliiitou road this morning 
and had a skirmish Avith my cavalry, in which the enemy^s cavalry 
were driven back on their infantry with a few killed and a few wounded. 

I would respectfully urge that.inore heavy guns be sent here as soon 
as possible, and a larger supply of ammunition is urgently needed for 
all the river guns. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

MajoT’Oenerah 


Okdees, ) Hdqus. Louisiana Militia, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

No. 911. ) Ope?o?/sfl.s‘, 20, 18G2. 

I, Brig. Gen. R. B. Todd, commanding Eleventh Brigade, will, imme¬ 
diately on the receipt of this order, call into active S(‘rvice the militia 
of his brigade, armed with such arms as they may possess, and r(‘p()rt 
at once at Monroe to Brig. Gen. A. G. Blanchard, 0. ^5. Army, for duty 
and for the defense of that portion of the State bounding the Missis¬ 
sippi River. 

^ m ^ m 

By order of Thomas 0. Moore, Governor and eommaTider-iii-chief. 

I-] 


Houston, Tex., December 29, l<sr)2. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Magfudeu, 

Commanding Dlntrict of Tcxas^ New Mexico^ and ulrizona : 

General: In com])liiiiice with your iiistnu'tioiis 1 ha\(‘ lln* honor 
to submit the following remarks in justilicalion of an or<l(‘r issiuMi hy 
me several months ago for the exlermiiiatioii of a pai(,\ ol Apacln* In¬ 
dians in the Territory of Arizona 

I beg leave to i)remihe by saying that I hiiv(‘ liv(Ml IVoin clnldliood oid 
the frontier of Missouri, Arkansas, and Texas, and am hmtdiu wiih (hr 
Indians and their habits, both in war and i>eaee. I ha\e \\dnes.>(‘o ir 
peated outrages and l)arl)arities almost ])(‘>on<l e()nc(‘|)iion eoinindied 
by the various savage tribes upon tlie frontua- i)(M)pl(‘ of ilns St.d(‘. 
Such scenes of horror and revolting (*ru(‘lty wiai^ well <*a]enlal(Ml to 
make any man act and 1‘eel toward their authors in a manmu* tiud /n<iy 
seem strange to those wlio have no euneeption of Ihi* Indian eharaettu* 
except from the very imperfect delineatums of it by novidists; but 
Avhich to the hardy frontiersmen, wdio have year after year suffered 

*Se© Randolph to Magrador November 7, aii<l JMcWillie to Secretary of War 
January 10, 1863. 
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SO terribly from these savage visitations, is as natural as their hostility 
to the prowling beasts of prey. 

It is a matter of notoriety‘that for years past tribes of Indians liv¬ 
ing in Kansas under treaty with the United States Government and re¬ 
ceiving’ its annuities have been at war with Texans as if W’e were a 
foreign people. They regularly stole from our frontier hundreds upon 
hundreds of valuable animals, and found a market for them at the Gov¬ 
ernment forts and agencies both in and out of Texas. 

It is equally notorious that on numerous occasions the women of our 
State have been taken prisoners, and, after being subjected to every 
outrage that the brut al passions of the savage could prompt, they were 
murdered in cold blood, and their scalps used to ornament the shields 
of the Indian warriors. As one of the hundreds of sad proofs of such 
scenes of horror I have myself seen an Indian shield on which were 
the scalps of twenty-two different unfortunate women, paraded as em¬ 
blems of the Indian murderer^s valor and inowess. Further, I present 
you the shield of an Indian chief who was killed by myself in a hand- 
to-hand conflict in the mouth of June, 1860, in Throckmorton County, 
Texas, after he and his marauding party had perpetrated several mur¬ 
ders in my immediate neighborhood. It is ornamented, you will see, 
after the usual fashion of the Indian warrior, with a scalp—a woman’s 
fair tresses—those of a joung American lady, thought to be a Miss 
Jackson, who had been murdered during one of the frequent raids. I 
respectfully request that it be sent to His Excellency the President, to 
enable him to judge whether there is not some cause for the bitter feel¬ 
ings I, in common with the people of our frontier, entertain toward the 
Indians. As I write there is now in the city of Houston a youug lady 
from whose lips you can hear a tale of Indian atrocities which she her¬ 
self witnessed, wherein a lady of respectability was the victim of the 
most deliberate and fiendish cruelty, which is but one of vseores of simi¬ 
lar outrages that have desolated the homes of my friends and brother 
frontiersmen for years. 

Bat I need not dilate further on this point. A full and detailed rec¬ 
ord ol the whole series of Indian atrocities perpetrated on the frontier 
settlers of Texas is now on file in the State archives at Austin. It is 
the result of the investigations of a board of commissioners composed 
of some of the most respected, reliable, and intelligent gentlemen of the 
State, appointed by the Governor for the express purpose of ascertain¬ 
ing all the facts as to the repeated reports of Indian cruelties inflicted on 
our frontier. Tt is a simple, unvarnished narrative, but furnishes a tear¬ 
ful tale of sorrow and suftering. AVomeii and childi’en aie the princi- 
])al sufferers in the atrocities it depicts, and its perusal would, I am (*er- 
tain, aiouse the coldest heart and feeblest arm to unsparing hatred of 
a relentless, merciless, and treacherous foe, and a natural desire to see 
them drivcai utterly from the face of the earth. 

1 would here add, as an additional motive for the intense hostility of 
the thousands of Texas frontiersmen for the Indians, that the tribes 
which have iiitlicted such losses on them are with few exceptions wilder, 
fiercer, and more untamiible than any known to exist in North America. 
They are more nomadic even than the Arabs of the desert ,* they live 
exclusively on meat, and some tribes it is well known are cannibals. 

The late United States Government attempted, however, from the 
most praiseworthy motives, to tame and reclaim the savages. With a 
perseverance and a liberality worthy of better objects for such efforts 
and such expenditure that Government for seven years in Texas per¬ 
sisted in its efforts, based, as experience has shown, on a falser philan- 
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tliropy than tLat of England toward tlie slaves of Jamaica. The Tii- 
diaiis lived on the reserves and in the homes ])rovided for tlnmi, exixmded 
their annuities, devoured the Government provisions, preteiuh^d fiiend- 
ship vith the whites, idajed at agriculture and civilization, and in the 
mean time committed roi)beries and murders innumerable on tlie citi¬ 
zens of the frontier. 

Our new Government has attempted to follow out the same policy, 
and what has been the result ? Why, that recently these Indians mur¬ 
dered the Governmeut employes and left to join our emmiies hi Kansas, 
as have a large number of the Chcrokees, Greeks, and Seininoles. 

It was with sentiments toward the Indians, tlio natural growth of 
years of such acquaintance with them and their deeds as I have men¬ 
tioned, that at the head of the Second Texas Mounted Ivilles 1 marched 
into Arizona in 18G1 to drive out the Federal troops. I lound in that 
rich and beautiful country evidences of constant Indian doi)reda!ions 
worse even than those inflicted on Texas and executc^d on a much larger 
scale. I found at Fort Davis the formidable A])a(*lie Indians. They 
had come in for the purpose of making a treaty. As Fort Bliss was 
threatened at the time by the Federal foives in Arizona I could not 
stoj) to make the treaty with them (as I was ordered to do by the (*om- 
manding officers of the deiiartment), but had the In^ad ehitd’i>r()nght to 
Fort Bliss by stage and then^ made the desired tn^aty. I load(‘d him 
with presents and sent him back by stage to Fort Davis, lu^ disparting 
with abundant expressions of friendship. But he h‘ft tlie stag<‘ after 
stealing two instols, and a few nights afterward tlu^ Indians of Iiis tribe 
left Fort Davis, stealing all the liors(‘s 1h(‘y ('ould and killing a 
number of cattle. They were pursued by Lieutmiaut May, Gompany 
D, Second Texas Mounted Bifles, with 15 men, all of whom (‘.xce])t one 
man were killed by the very Indians who hail drawn intioiis from us 
for three months previously and who had never been unkindly treat(*d 
ill a single instance that I know’ of. 

From this out outrages were coinmittixl fri'qiumtly; th(‘ mails wer(‘ 
robbed; in one or two instances the passengm’s w(‘ri‘ Ibnnil Imaging up 
by the heels, their heads wntliin a few' iiici.es of a slow fin*, and Hhw 
thus horribly roasted to dealh. Olliers w'(‘r<‘ found tied lo tli(‘ win ids 
of the coach, wliiidi imd becMi burned. TIies(‘ Imliaiis, 100 or 500 .>lroiig, 
then attacked the Pino Alto mines, and would lm\(* iiturdeHsl 
body there but for a ]>iece of arlilleiy, smil llien^ by mv ordm- in anti¬ 
cipation of such an assault. Se\eral trains of (‘inigiaiils \\(a(‘ then 
attack<‘d in the iiiouiitaiii passes and w(*n‘ iniii‘d(U(‘d, the Indians lob¬ 
bing them of everything. More than 100 of oiir eit izens \\m(‘ imiiden d 
by these Indians in the iac<‘ of a lreat;s wliieli lli(‘.\ lia<I Inokeii willi- 
out provocation. 

Ulioii theanivalof General Sibk\>'’s luigadi^ tlii^si* Indians stoh* from 
his troops 100 head of horses and iiinh*s. Aeeompani<Ml by many native- 
born citizens of Arizona and K(‘w Mexico 1 followaxi tli(‘ robbers’ trail, 
which led me to the towni of ('aircdas, (diihiialiua. I tliongld m,>s(df 
justifiable iu killing the Indians and recovering tli<‘ animals, (li<^ Mex¬ 
ican alcalde acknowledging that the Apaelies liabdnally stol(‘ j)ro])erly 
from the whiles iu Arizona and run it into JM(‘\ico, and that his Gov¬ 
ernment could not and did not atlbrd Jiiin prot<*elion. 

So soon as the Indians found that J W’asalim* tin in with a formidable 
force and determination to punish them s(wer<dy they w'ent to the 
mines which they had but a short time imevioiisly attacked, and witli a 
flag of truce proposed to make a treaty. Then it' was that I issued the 
order to exterminate them. I had just read au article publislied iu the 
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Charleston Courier or Mercury, sent me by Col. A. B. O’Bannon from 
Fort Bliss, and which stated that our Congress had declared a war of 
extermination against all those wild and liostile Indian tribes who had 
shown an utter disregard for all treaty stipulations. Presuming from 
such an important statement in such well-known responsible journals 
that it indicated the policy of our Government, and feeling convinced 
(as 1 do still) that such a policy was the only one suitable to the hostile 
and treacherous tribes, I acted on it. 

The question now presents itself as to what will be the polic 5 " of our 
Government toward the Indians in such exposed sections as Arizona. 
Experience has demonstrated that since the days of the Spanish Gov¬ 
ernment in Mexico the people there have relied upon the treaties with 
the Indians. The result has been that all Northern Mexico, that once 
teemed with inhabitants and with millions of stock, is now a desert, in 
consequence of Indian depredations following broken Indian treaties. 
If the Confederate Government adopts the policy of making treaties 
and endeavors to purchase peace and affords no more adequate ijrotec- 
tion from Indians than the Government of the United States has af¬ 
forded on the frontier of this State and in Arizona the result will be 
that the citizens there will be reduced to the condition of stock raisers 


and herders for the benefit of the Indian tribes alone. 

Arizona has been kept in poverty by Indian depredations. Not a 
cow, sheep, or horse can be raised there now except by being herded 
day and night. As the Indians there live almost exclusively by steal¬ 
ing, depredations are a daily occurrence, and the people are kept poor 
from the want of protection Treaty after treaty has been made and 
broken, and the general belief among the people is that extermination 
of the grown Indians and making slaves of the children is the only 
remedy. This system has been practiced in New Mexico. There is not 
a family of wealth in that country but has Indian slaves derived from 
that source. In fact so popular is this system of civilizing the Indian 
that there have been several efforts made to pass a law in the New 
Mexi(ian L&gislnture making all Indians taken ))risoners slaves lor 
life. It was a knowledge of this custom among the people of Arizona 
that to some extent induced me to give the order that has been the 
cause oJ* complaint against me. I must acknowledge that, a firm be¬ 
liever in the civilizing effects ol the system of slayer\ as legards the 
Afiiean ra(!e, I cannot appreciate as it may possibly merit the sym¬ 
pathy lliat would consider the extension of that system to the youth 
of the Indian race a measure deserving of rebuke. I must further 
acknowledge the possession of no sympathy whatever for the adults, 
whose highest ambition is tlie successful proseeiitiou daily and nightly 
ol* wholesale robbery and unsparing murder, aceoini)amed by traits ot 
ii(‘ndish eiuelt> anil scenes of appalling horror that the pen cannot 

depict nor the‘imagination conceive. n 

As Texas and Aiizona aie the only poitions ot our ;\oiitlital Loiitul- 
eiacy that will suffer from Indian dei>redations and atiocities it is a 
matier of vital impoitaiice to them what iiohcy will be deeisney 
adopted b.v our Goveriiineiit toward tbo perpetrators ot tliehe 
1 lihk notliiii}- in assertiiif; tliat blate .siitteis a lo^s ot ti\e iiiinu Ub 
of dollars auuualU attiiluitable to Indian depredations alone, am the 
fact is (‘\ident lliat lieretofore the Government was either unalde or 
niiwilliii" to jiroieet onr peo]de. The result ol tins has been that the 
frontier eounties of tliis State have been almost eiilirelv abandoned, 
and lands ean now be pnrehased tliere lor 50 cents 

not bo imrehased for $10 an acre six years ago. In tact our tiontnr 
settlers are fast becoming for the Indians just wliat the Mexicans are. 
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As the Indians are encouraged hy our enemies in Kansas, who have 
nearly half the Oherokees, Creeks, Seminoles, and other smaller tribes 
under their control, in addition to the Northern Ooinanches and Kiowas, 
if some more effectual means of protection are not adopted it is useless 
to talk of maintaining our frontiers. If the Government bad the com¬ 
bined wealth of the world it could not purchase peace with the Indians, 
and in my humble opinion it would be far cheaper to board the savages 
(were that possible) at first-class hotels than to continue the reserva¬ 
tion, feeding, paint, and blanket system longer, and one of the govern 
ing motives of the frontier counties of Texas—^which poll a majority of 
the votes in the State—in joining the secession movement was the hope 
and belief that our new Government would drop the old “peace-pur¬ 
chasing” system with the Indians and adopt the extermination policy. 

I have no hesitation in stating that the order referred to was not in¬ 
tended for publication, nor did I suppose that it would be paraded be¬ 
fore the country as it has been by the malice of those who entertain no 
good feeling toward me. Such an order excites no surprise in Arizona 
or Texas, while it may not read well in Eichinond. Still I do not deem 
it consistent with my opinions and feelings on the subject of Indians 
and Indian policy to retract or disavow a word of the order referred to. 
While I sincerely regret that it has been viewed in such a light by Uis 
Excellency the President as to induce him to deprive im^ of the com¬ 
mand of the brave men, most of them my old frontier comrades wliom I 
was prepared to lead to battle against both Abolition and savage foe, 
yet I cannot alter the convictions and feelings of a life-tiim^ I can still 
do my country some service should my State be invaded, and in that 
hour Texans, I know, will not refuse me a ])hice in their ranks to ni<*et 
and exterminate a foe hardly less cruel and remorseless than the Co¬ 
manche or the Apache. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Jl^O. E. BAYLOK, 
Governor of Arizona. 


[Indorsomonts.] 

Headquarters Distrust or’ Tf.xas, &c., 

Frbrnanj d, JSO^. 

Without expressing any o])inion as to the jxdicy or |)ropi iet> of (lov- 
ernorBaylor’s letter, I testify with pleasur<‘ to his d(‘\oted gallantry at 
the recapture of Galveston, where he served as a privalt* of ai in 

the most exposed and dangerous ])osition and remh^KMl most imj)or- 
tant services, and 1 iesi)ectfully but earnestly iccomimuKl him as tlH‘ 
most suitable officer for the command of the trooi>s raised h,\ him for 
Arizona and known as the Arizona Brigade. 

I beg leave to ask a perusal by the Secretaiy of War of th(‘ within 
statement. Colonel O’Baimoii informed me that Ik* gave tin* inlbima- 
tioii to Governor Baylor that our Congress had ])ass(‘(l laws for tho (‘x- 
termination of these Indians, w^hom I liap])en to know w(dl as Ixang not 
better than wild beasts and totally unworthy of svmi>athy. 

J. BANKHEAD ImACIH'JDEIJ, 

Major-GeneraCo7nntandiluj. 

Adjutant and Inspector Genigral’s Oi’KKUi:, 

Mm eh LM, 1803. 

EespectfuUy submitted to the Secretary of War. 

H. L. (’.LAY, 
Assistant Adjuta7ii-General, 
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Mahoh 29,1863. 

Respectfully submitted to the President for information. 

J. A. SEDDON, 

Secretary, 

SecretABY op War; 

This letter requires attention. It is an avowal of an infamous crime 
and the assertion of what should not be true in relation to troops in 
Texas, &c. 

J. D. 


Headquarters District of Western Louisiana, 

New Iberia^ La,^ December 80,1862. 
General S. Cooper, A. and L G. 0. 8. Army^ Richmond^ Va.: 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of extract of 
Special Orders, No. 289, paragraph IV, relative to Colonel York and 
other officers of the Fourteenth Louisiana Regiment, who are directed 
‘Ho report (to mo) for duty as drill officers,” &c., of such conscripts as 
may be in camp and assigned to the two brigades of Louisiana infantry 
now in the State of Virginia. 

On my arrival in the State of Louisiana I found but one camii of in¬ 
struction established, viz, at Monroe, and but few conscripts enrolled 
and reported at that camp. I at once established another, which I 
located at Camp Pratt, in the southern portion of the State, and having 
no other competent field officer at that time subject to my orders, as¬ 
signed Lieutenant-Colonel Burke, of the Second Louisiana Regiment, 
to the command of the last-mentioned camp. In North Louisiana but 
few conscripts were had, and of those few upward of 100 were sent 
by me to Vicksburg, where they were greatly needed in the Louisiana 
regiments on duty at that important point. In the section of the State 
(Northern Louisiana) from which the conscripts were required to report 
at Monroe but few x)ersons were liable to the operation of the conscrip¬ 
tion act, nearly tlie whole population between eighteen and thirty-five 
having volunteered in the service prior to the passage of the act. In 
Southern Louisiana, notwithstanding the occupation of a considerable 
portion of the State by the enemy, about 3,000 persons were ^niulled 
and reported to Gamp Pratt as conscripts. Of this number nearly -,000 
liave been assigned to tlie regiments ordered to my command m this 
disti'iet i o fill their ranks, and the remainder sent to the Louisiana troops 
Rorvino' nt an<l nenr Port Hudson, and formed into companies tor service 
in 1 his dial riel, as authorized by the department. The number of con¬ 
scripts recently brought totliecamps is small, and these bare to beliuntea 
down by detachments from the small command w^ch I have at my dis- 
posal ninl brought in tied and sometimes ironed. Having retained Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Diirko some four months, I have recently relievtnl him 
from duty at Camp I’ratt and he has returned to liis regiment in A ir- 
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number of troops can be added to our forces under the coiiscripUoii law- 
now sought to be enforced. You will perceive that, witli the great ter¬ 
ritory which is within my military district and scarccdy 2,()0() elfective 
men for duty, I cannot si)are any large detiicliinents to hunt down and 
bring to camp the shulkiug conscripts who seek to evade service. 

For the reasons above stated 1 have ordered the ollicers named in 
extract, as above referred to, to return to their regiments in Virginia, 
as they cannot be assigned to any duty liere whicli will be of bcuiefit to 
the service or accomplish the object intended by the Department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

11. TAYLOE, 

Major-General^ Commanding, 


VroKSBXTRG, Miss., December 30, 1862. 
General Joseph E. Johnston, Jaclcnon^ Misa.: 

In saying, ‘‘want all the troops I can g(‘t,” T mean that if the enemy 
continues to iucrease his force, and I have no doubt he will, that all 
the troops ordered to re-eiiforce me will be absolutely necessary to in- 
sure the safety of Vicksburg and Port Lfudson. I cannot entirely aban¬ 
don Grenada. The heavy rain will relieve the ai)]>r()aeh from Skip- 
with’s Landing. Have accordingly ordered troops Irom Vaughan^s to 
Snyder’s Mill via Yazoo Piver, an important ])<)sition. Eelief for men 
in trenches is necessary; they have been now thn^o days in them. So 
far we have held all advanced points with very coiishbuuble loss to 
enemy and small to ourselves. 

The enemy will strengthen at Eaton Eonge. Their wstrengtli is 8,000. 
If necessary, troops can be returned from there. This is 1 he vital i)(>inL 
The enemy is persevering. I desire to work with vou, 

J. i\ 1>EMEEET()N, 

Li ev ienan f- Gen era /, (Jam ma nd i ng. 


Mobile. December 31, 1862. 
Hon. James A. Sebdon, Secretary of War: 

Guns and ammuuitiou most eiiective against iroii-clads needed at 
Vicksburg and Port lludson. Vcr> much d(‘i)eiids upon i>iom|)l/ .sui)ply. 

JEFFEILSON DAVIS.‘ 


Abatraot from Beturn of the District of the Lower Jiio (irandv^ rommaudfd hi/ Litut ('ot. 
A. Buchelj for December j VSerZ {headqxiarUis Foil Jhown, Tn.). 


Troops. 


Fort Brown, Tex., Besaca, Carracitos, and Edinburg... 

Bmp;p[old Barracks. 

Boma . 

Camzo. 

Laredo . 

Camp Las Cuevitas . 

Total. 
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[jANUAEt.] 

[Col. Thomas Green:] 

Colonel : I send you some 15 men more by to-day’s train. Am get¬ 
ting on smoothly; have no trouble except in getting corn to camp. 
Eoads bad. 

One of my paroled men, a German, has just come in from Cat Spring, 
a German settlement of this county, and reports that the Germans are 
embodying at Frelsburg for tbe avowed purpose of resisting the con¬ 
script and draft as State troops. They say the negroes are to be free, 
and that Jack Hamilton is in the country. They are supposed to num¬ 
ber from 1,000 to 1,500. We are bound to have trouble with them, and 
the sooner the rebellion be crushed the better for them and the country. 

The people of the county are holding meetings and collecting arms, 
believing themselves and property in great danger. Much excitement 
is evinced by the farmers along the river. They dread a concert on the 
part of the negroes. We have no arms and can be of little service. 

Yours, 


McCOWy. 


These reports are reliable, 
the facts. 


General Magruder should be informed of 

McCOWY. 


On account of the difficulty of getting forage to camp, having to haul 
it some 12 or 15 miles, would recommend that the mules be sent to some 
neighborhood where forage is abundant and not to be hauled. Lee me 
hear from you. 


Jackson, Miss., January 1, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General Pemberton, Viclsburg: 

One of General Gardner’s staff, just arrived, says that the general has 
accurate inl'orination from Baton Kouge, including numbers or legi- 
meiits; force 10,000 or 11,000. All but three regiments are new. A 
reaimeut and battalion expected. General Gardner full of confidence. 

J. E. JOHISiSTOiS, 

General. 


Jackson, Miss., January 1, 1803. 

Lieutenant-General Pembbeton, Vicksburg: 

It would be safi'st to re enforce Port Hudsou by road. My iuforina- 
tion from Colonel Mariguy and B. Hiriart, of Now Oilcans, i'^ tuat no 

re-enforceinent is necessary. ^ ^ JOHNSTON, 

ml 


Jackson, January 2, 1802,. 

Major-General Gabbneb, Port Eudson: ^ . 

1 -im told that you are confident with your i»reseut force. I hope it is 
so, fox ca^fafford more men -than you want. If yon require more 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 

General. 
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War Department, C. S. A., 
Richmond^ Fa., Jaiiuary 2, 1803. 

Lieut. Gen. J. 0. Pemberton, 

Commanding^ cj&c., Jaclcson^ Miss.: 

General : Your letter of the 16th instant, inclosing one from C. G. 
Dahlgren, was referred to the Chief of Ordnance, and your attention is 
respectfully called to his reply, as follows: 

The messenger who loft here on the 171h instant with two oolnmhiads was 

instructed to take four 32-pounders from Mobile to General Taylor for the dofouse of 
the Washita. Four more might bo sent, if deemed necessary, from Mobile after the 
arrival of the columbiads. The difficulties of transportation are almost insurmount¬ 
able. 

J GORGAS, 

Colonel and Chief of Ordnance. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Little Rock., Jamiary 2, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder, 

Commanding District of Texas., Sc.., Honsion : 

General: Your cominuuicatioii of tlic 2 1st ultimo, accom])anied 
with a duplicate of that of the 17th, also your letter ol the 15th ultimo, 
by Mr. Swan, have been received and laid before the lieutenant-general 
commanding, who instructs mo to say in answ(‘r to tlie tiist two tliat 
he has no power to order Sibley’s brigade to remain in Tcixas, the order 
for it; to move to Louisiana having emanated from tlun l)(‘i)artment of 
War; and, as you will perceive from the inclosed eoi)y of an ordtu* from 
the Adjutant and Iibspector General to Brigaditn* (leneral Sibley, there 
can be no doubt as to the intention of the J)ei)artinent on th(i subject. 

In answer to the coiniiiunication of the ]5lli nit iino, abov<^ rebuTed 
to, I am directed by the lieutenant-general to say >on hav(^ Ikhmi mis¬ 
informed as to the arms, shotguns, brought from T<‘xns not lunng 
in use. The arms whieh have i)e<‘n r<H*eiv(‘(l from liielnnond have b(‘<m 
appropriated to the unarmed regiments. Arms ar(‘ (‘\|)(‘el(Ml shortly 
from east of the Mississippi, and (bmeral IMaiichard has b(‘en direeted 
to stop them at Monroe and hold them subj(‘et/ to .\our ouhus. 

lam, general, very respectfully, vour most oIxmIkuP s(‘rvant, 

S. S. ANDIOb’SON, 
Assistant Adjutant (irnrral. 


Port JIud.son , La ., ria n na > 1, 1 <st>.' 5. 

Maj. Gen. Riouard Taylor, 

Commanding West Louisiana., Alexandria : 

General: I send couriers to you for tlH‘ ])urpos(‘ of a.s<*ertaining* 
the facilities of communicating with you direct. (:<> optuation of tin* 
troops under your command on the west bank oi' (he Mississippi liivtu* 
might materially assist in the (bd'eihsc of this plaei^. I eannot (‘\pr(‘ss 
my views, as this letter might fall into the hands of the (‘nem\ . I liav(‘ 
reliable information from Baton Rouge that the enemy liav<^ twenty-two 
regiments of infantry, about 400 cavalry, and four batteries of Napo- 
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leon guns already there. Corcoran^s Legion expected yesterday. Brig. 
Gen. Cuvier Grover is in command, assisted by the notorious Billy 
Wilson, who has lately been appointed a brigadier. Major-Generals 
Banks and Augur were expected. They have two Parrott guns in each 
battery. A small force of cavalry crossed over to the west side of the 
river at Baton Eouge and pressed horses, mules, and wagons in the 
vicinity. Banks^ much-talked-of expedition has turned up at New Or¬ 
leans. I have seen his order in a New Orleans paper assuming com¬ 
mand. I send you scraps from a Baton Eouge paper. I respectfully 
invite a reply. Such information as you might give, which if falling 
into the enemy^s hands would not be of any service to him, would be 
very acceptable to me. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TFEANK. GAEDNEE], 
Major-Generalj Commanding, 


Headquarters Western Sub-District op Texas, 

San Antonioj January 3,1863. 


Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Eouston: 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose copies of official communications 
received to-day by express from the Eio Grande, which convey the in¬ 
formation of serious disturbances in that portion of my command. 

I have instructed Colonel Luckett to demand of the Governor ot Ta- 
inaulipas that he shall arrest and deliver up to me the perpetrators of 
the outrage, as well as full indemnity for the property destroyed, and 
also to assure that functionary that immediate and active measures on 
iiis part to effectually prevent a recurrence of such acts must be taken, 
or on him will rest the responsibility of the consequences that will ensue. 

I deem it my duty to suggest to the general commanding that m 
snv opinion it is important that I should immediately repair to Browns¬ 
ville and use my best efforts lo maintain the peace and quiet of the 
jrontier, or, failing in that, to take such measures as will compel the 
iieiahboring States of Mexico to keep her turbulent population at home. 

1 tlierefore respectfully ask that orders to that effect may be sent to 
me, accompanied with the views of the general as to my remaining 
there ]>eriiianently or returning to this post. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

H. i. ijhjiij, 

Brigadier-General, PiovUional Army. 


[Iiiclosuie.] 


IlEADQTJAETEES LOWER KlO GEAXDE, ^ 

Fort Brown, Tex., JJvcenihtr ISO-. 


Mai. E. P. Gray, „ ^ ■ rr... . 

Acta. ^s.s7. Adjt. Gen., C. 8. Army, San Antonio, Ter.. 

Sir : Iii'olo^fd Jierowitb yon will please find copies ^ 

l)c(\\ccn Governor Lopez, of Tamaulipas, and uiysclt relatue to Ibe 
relugcM's now in IVlatamoras, and also to some corn which our agent, 

^ m-! ‘4’iinlerr^Xahied a permit from Governor 
cartas of corn, but (Joveriior Lopez rc1nse<l 

pass tbrough the State of Tamaulipas. I wrote bim a letter (a copy is 
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lierowitb iuclosed) showing him the injustice of such a restriction. Sub- 
sequeutly I learned verbally (the written rei>ly not having been re¬ 
ceived) that he utterly refuses to let any of the corn pass through the 
State. 

I regard this action as a highway robbery, and if th<‘ gtoieral com¬ 
manding will grant me permission I will cross over at Mier and either 
bring the corn or money or hostages suUicient to insure its safe ai rival 
as soon as received. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. BUCJlIRL, 

Lieut. Col. Third Texas InJ'aniry, Comdg. Lower Itio Grande. 

[Suli-inolosnie.] 

HEAT)(2ITAT?TEKS LcnVKU lJl<) (jEAjN’DE, 

Fort Ih'oten^ 7V'.r., Dvvrmher 27,18G2. 
Don Albino Lopez, Qovermr of Tamavlqttts^ JIe.viro: 

Sir: I liavo tbe honoi' to ackiio\\lo<l.£>‘e i he reoeii)t of your ooiiiniunioa- 
tion of the 24th instant,* in reply to iny note of tlu^ saiiio date, and Le^ 
to be allowed to make a few remarks in regard tluTeto. 

In all civilized countries, when citizens revolt/ a![»’junst the soverei^»•nty 
of their State by taking* up arms (as most of 1 In*. refiig(‘(*s from the IStat'e 
of Texas now in Matamoras have done), and have* been driv(*n by force 
of arms into a neighboring* country, it is the custom that such traitors 
are removed from the trontier to tlie int(*rior of tin* (‘ountry in which 
they take refuge. Hut sliould this not b<*. dom*, and tin* aulhoi*ities of 
the country from which su(*h traitors come* d(*n)and, for reasons known 
to themselves, the removal of tin*, refugees to tin* inttu'ior, ami tin* de¬ 
mand is not com])lied with, it is always regarded as an aet ol‘ bad iaith, 
and inimical to the (muiitry from wheiici* the demand (*manat(‘s. 

Major Yager, the bearer of my communication to Your Kxe(‘ll(‘n(*y, 
respectfully recpiestiug to ])ass Ihioiigh the State ol‘ 'famaulipas 500 
cargas of corn, to be ex])orted at Mier (said corn having Ixmmi i)ni*eliasi'd 
in the State of Il^ucvo Leon for the us(* of the* tr()oj)s \)y onr ag<‘nt, ]\Ir. 
A. M. Sanders, of Loma, permission being grant (‘d by (Jovei nor \' idaui'i i 
to ex])ort it), rejiorts that Your hJxeelhuu'y r(‘fus< s to grant such p(*rinis- 
siou, but would ])erha])s allow om*-half to be (‘Xportcxl, proM(led the 
other half was sold to the authorities of tin* Stat(* of Tamaulipas. L 
cannot believe that Major Yager fully understood Your hh\('(‘ll(Mi(‘y- 
Common courtesy between the autlioriti(‘s of neigliboring (‘ouiitri(‘s jit 
peace with each oIImu* and tin* customary usag(‘ b(‘l\\(‘(*n such author 
ities would forbiil such an action. 

What would Governor Jjopez and tlic nuTcliants of Matamoras think 
if the Confederate authorities or tIios(*of tin* St.iti* of T(‘xas to a<*t 
in such a maimer toward tlie m(‘reIia.iHlis<* w Inch 1 ii(‘ ( lo\ la nor and said 
merchants now have or might have in tin* Stati^ of T<‘\as; oi il the 
exportation of beeves, &c., should only be allowcxl under sueli a condi¬ 
tion Would not such an action be n‘giu*ded as an outrage, although 
we might plead necessity as an excuse ? 

Only a written communication therefore will (‘onvineeme that Major 
Yager^s report of Your Excellciicey’s verbal rejily is coi re(*t. 

Very resiiectiully, your obedient servant, 

A. lUKUlEL, 

. Lieut, CoL Third Infantry^ Comdy, Ijoinr Uio (Jrande, 
*N<)t found. 
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State of Texas, Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, 

Austin^ January 3,1863. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Seadguariers Souston: 

Major: In reply to your favor of 29th ultimo I am directed by the 
Governor to state that he construed the language of the general’s com¬ 
munication of date of 20th December ultimo,, to wit— 

I have to request that you will call out at once all the militia which the State can 
possibly arm and cause them to rendezvous at Harrisburg— 

to be another and distinct requisition from that of Brig. Gen. P. O. 
Hebert, of date November 8,1862, which is as follows: 

I have the honor to call upon you for not less than 5,000 militia soldiers, to serve for 
three months, unless sooner discharged. 

He now understands from your communication of the 29th of Decem¬ 
ber ultimo that the general commanding makes no call at this time for 
State troops, but tliat his communication of 20th December referred to 
the speedy concentration of the troops called out under the requisition 
of General Hubert at Houston. 

I am pleased to inform you that by General Orders, No. 27, from this 
office, companies as soon as organized are ordered to report to you at 
the earliest practicable moment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. y. DASHIELL, 

A djuta7it and Inspector General, 


Enrolling Office of Austin County, 

Industry^ January 3, 1863. 


Maj. J. P. Flewellen, 

Superintendent of Gonsmpts^ Austin^ Tex, ; 

Sir : in addition to what I have heretofore reported, ot date Novem¬ 
ber 28,1862, and December 25,1862,1 have the honor in this connection 
to further report that tbe Germans of my district and of the adjoining 
counties are in a state of open rebellion to our Government. They are 
holding meetings almost every day, and held a large meeting, consist¬ 
ing of about ()00 persons, ou the 31st of December, 1802, in Shelby 
Prairie, the up]»er imrtion of this county, and organized by calling Mr. 
(3. Scnrnan to the chair, and appointed a committee to draught resolu- 
lions expressive ot* the sense of the meeting; whereupon the committee 
recommended that tlie following resolutions be adopted: 


Thai lli(‘ clijiir appoint 011(5 man in each heal to return home and eall their meu 
toootlier, and then <»roaiiiz(5 instaiiter into compauiCH of lufantiy and cavalry, which 
has been done by (‘lei^liiig captains ami appointing specified tunes ot diilhug v hich 
t!i(‘y bav(5 begun alread.\ ; also kiicpiug a picket guard mounted and aimed, to bo 
ready to eoinniniiieale information to the ofticers in coinmnnd. 

Mil id in(.‘('tiiiir was roi)resc‘iited by live comities, to wit: Austin, "U ash- 
inifton, Fa> el.te, Lavaca, ami Colorado. Tliey were called tirst by coun¬ 
ties. i)el4atcs answered to tbeir names. Then t lev were called by 
beats. Tlie Ibllowiiift-uained i>ersons were ])reseiit and deln ered speeclies 
in said ineetiuff, all of whom were in favor of resistance ^be Ooveru- 
ment and opiioaed to ftoing into the service iii 
ofNewUIm; F. Uanbold, of New Ulni ; —— Hi debiand, 
Bettleineut, Fayette County; H. Zulaut, of New Ulm ; buliaer, 
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of Industry; F. W. Dorbritz, of Few XJlm; C. Enngo, of IsTew TJlm; 

-Holams, sr., of Eoeder^s Mill, Austin County; -Lewis, of 

La Grange, Fayette County (an American). 

There was a dralt held here about the 23d of De(*einber in response 
to the Governor’s proclamation for men. Quite a number of them were 
drafted and a great many were conscripts. These two combined liave 
increased the rebellion to this pitch. The drafted men have contiuned 
to refuse to be sworn into the State service on the day appointed by tlie 
captain of Industry for the drafted men to be sworn into the service. 
He was assaulted and driven from the place api)oiiited by him for said 
purpose; also a friend of liis was actually inoblyed, by being beaten wit It 
sticks, iron bars, &c. 

Therefore, sir, 1 deem it to be my duty to ask for assistamio again. 
Not less than one full regiment of cavalry, to be well mounted, armed, 
and supplied with subsistence to maintain them while so engaged, will 
do any good, but would meet witli defeat. If there is a force sullicient 
to vindicate the majesty of the law at once it can bo quelled witliout 
much bloodshed on our part, but if allowed to remain and mature would 
require a much greater sacrifice of life and property than if crushed out 
now at the beginning. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. J. BELL, 

Unrolling Officer Western Disfriet Avsfin County. 


Jackson, Junnnry 4, 1803. 

Major-General Smith, Yiclisbnnj: 

Get steamers ready at once and scud Gr(‘gg\s brigade^ as quickly as 
possible to Port Hudson. I telegraphed Stevenson to-day to have him 
ready. Tell me to-uight when he can get otf. 

See Stevenson on the subject. Be prom])t. 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 

Lientenan f-GeneraCom manding. 


Hdqrs. Twenty-second Biugade Texas State Troops, 

La Grange^ Tej\^ January 4, 1803. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Assista7it Adjutant-General^ the*., Houston^ Tex.: 

Major; I feel it m.\ duty tlirougli ,\ou to la.\ b(‘fore Major (/(‘luual 
Magruder the following matters; and this is nuubuH^d tlu^ moi<‘ iH‘(*es- 
sary on account of the delay that must iieeessard.\ nvsult in his h(‘aiiug 
from the Governor, to wlioiu last niglit 1 si*iit an (‘\j)r(‘ss, and our mili¬ 
tia laws are so faulty as not toeoueede authority to any one except the 
Governor to call out the State troops; ,\et should an (‘iiiergeney make 
it absolutely necessary I should cissume the res])()nsibility to do so. For 
several days expresses have come tome from various(li're(*tioiis, at first 
giving mere rumors, but last evening more d(‘finit(^ information. Dr. 
G. B. Eobson came in last evening, liaving been sent by a. niiml)(*r of 
very respectable citizens living in this county some IS miles from luu’e, 
bringing me the information that on last Wednesday from JOO to 700 
men met at Boeder’s Mill, just over the liiu* of this county, in Austiu 
County, and that they determined to resist the draft and conscription to 
the last extremity; that as soon as the drafted men are ordered out they 
mean to assemble and resist it; that the meeting was addressed by 
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Germans and Americans; that they are organized and have their offi¬ 
cers elected, and they mean to stir up insurrection Tvith all of its hor¬ 
rors in case of conflict, and that six counties were represented. Dr. 
Rohson states that this information was obtained from nien who were 
at the meeting and that it is reliable. Dr. Robson is one of our most 
prominent citizens. 

I also have reliable information that on last Tuesday night large num¬ 
bers of armed men were seen to go from this (Austin) and Colorado 
Counties toward Eoeder^s Mill; one party was headed by an American 
and passed in the night. On Wednesday morning some 75 men, mostly 
armed, from this county passed through Fayetteville, a little town in 
this county 12 miles from here, and reported that they were going to 
Frelsburg, in Colorado County, but were watched and seen to leave the 
Frelsburg road and to take the road to Eoecler^s MiU. 

A German, a true man, came to see me yesterday, and stated he wished 
to communicate something to me, but that he would not do so unless I 
promised to keep his name secret, and upon my doing so he told me 
that on Thursday the Germans of his neighborhood had met at the house 
of a drafted man, and there organized into a company and elected their 
officers to resist being taken ofl* as drafted men, and also to resist con¬ 
scription, and that they had threatened every German with destruction 
who would not join them; that they intended to wait until an attempt 
was made to force the men off, and then they would assemble and resist 
to the death. 

Two other gentlemen of respectability (W, W. Wade and P. Clawson, 
of Fayetteville) came to me about midnight Friday night, and reported 
to mo that this meeting detailed by this German was held, and that 
every movement indicated resistance; also that a German blacksmith 
in Fayetteville was discovered to be secretly making spear-beads; also 
that these men had in the last few weeks provided themselves with 
amniuTiitiou. 

I also have information of three other meetings of Germans having 
been held in other and different neighborhoods in this county, all secret, 
and also of other meetings being appointed for to-day (Sunday) and 
Monday. 

We linvo a large German ijopulation in this county, and in Colorado, 
Austin, and Wasliington Counties. Many of them are true men, and 
if we nev(»r had had a traitor American nearly all would have been, 
and the seeds of disaflection have been sown by native Americans, and 
they now have natives colleagued with the disloyal among them. These 
seeiet meetings have been holding for months, but until lately have not 
attiaet(‘d much aitention. For some two weeks pa^st, however, my at¬ 
tention lias been Irequently called to them, and I have labored inces¬ 
santly h> keep down the hotheaded men upon our side, in order that 
we might get into the design^ and alsp to prevent anything being done 
wliic'h would ])r(K*i])itatc a civil war and place us in the aggressive. I 
have, however, had true men on the alert, obtaining all the information 
])o.ssible, imt they have been so cautions that this has been very diffi- 
cailt. and a (lerman who was a secessionist was kicked out of one of the 
meelings, it is riiniorod, and charged with being a spy. 

fn times of ]>ublic excitement it is most difficult to cull out the truth 
from exaggerated rumor, and while I would have our distinguished 
commander informed of these matters 1 would not be instrumental in 
stirring u]) unnecessary excitement. It has been because of the true 
men of this county knowing of the disaflected element among us 
that they have declined to volunteer, being unwilling to leave their 
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families at home and they away, and also determined to mahe an issue 
with the disloyal by compelling them to meet the draft. 1 feel satisfied 
that we have true men enough among us to overcome the disloyal in 
case of an outbreak, but they have not the arms, having given them to 
those gone into the Army, while most of those believed to be disloyal 
are well armed. 

Again, if civil war really is intended, and we were even well armed, 
we are very much scattered and surrounded by those who arc suspected, 
and to attempt to assemble froin the different neighborhoods would but 
give the disloyal the same opportunity, and the families of the true men 
be left defenseless. 

I received an order from the Governor through the Adjutant-General 
to send forward the three-months’men to Uonsloii as fast as corni)aines 
could be organized, but in view of the fact that the draft is not made 
in all the counties, and imrticularly in view of ihe threat of vesiwstance 
whenever an attempt should be made to force off' the drafted men, and 
to give us time to prepare, 1 have issued orders, fixing IMoiiday, the 12th 
of this month, for the time of assembling at Columbus. This postimue- 
ment will perhaps delay a conflict, and enable us to g4*t ready, and 
probably prevent it altogether. 

With perfect deference to our able chieftain f most respectfully sug¬ 
gest that if a regiment of cavalry could be sent to the disan*e(*te(l region 
it would overawe the disaff'ected and prevent an outbreak, if any is in¬ 
tended. Perhaps even a less immberwould do. If this were dom‘ under 
cover of forming an oncamptnent to obtain supplies it would allay sus¬ 
picion, and the drafted men would s(*e the ii(‘cessity oY obeying tlui call, 
and all perhaps pass off* quietly. 

From all I can learn the greatest disaff'ectioii is about Iscw Ulin and 
Industry, iu Austin County, and Pound Top and Fayett<‘ville, in this 
county. Neither of these ]>laces is more than 10 or 12 miles aj^art. If 
a command of cavalry were jdaeod in Fa;vetteville it would b(‘. eouveu- 
iout to all the other poiuts, and could act a<i<*ording to eircuinstauees. 
Fayetteville is about 18 miles from Alleytou, the head orth(‘ i*ailroad, 
and there is plenty of corn in the neighborhood. 

1 have hesitated to address you because 1 know that 1h<‘ (lovornor is 
the proper officer for mo to ajqdy to, and 1 must make the desire 
I have to jmeveiit a eonffiet b(‘tween our own citiztms my e\(*us<‘ for 
the course taken. 

If my paper and the manner in wlu(*Ii 1 have writtem on it b(‘ against 
regulations let the scarcity of the article Ix^ my <‘\(MIS(^ 

wiJ.idAivi G. \vioi;r>, 

Brigadier-General^ (Second Jhigade (State ^J’roojt.s\ 

P. S.—A gentleman hasjust couie To me in haste lo intbim nu* of an¬ 
other meeting of Germans on yesterday on tlu^ w<*st si(h‘ o(‘ I lu* ('olorado 
Eiver, iu a German iieighborliood, at wkich there \\(*r<* ov(‘r 100 men 
present, and a German woman stated that their oI)J(M‘I was to lesist the 
draft. 


[Januau\ 4, is<;;;.j 

Brig. Geu. William G. Webb, La Grange: 

At a public meeting held by the citizens in I>i<‘gel Settlement, 
Fayette County, Texas, on January 4, 1802, tlie Ibllowiiig declaration 
was adopted as an expression of the sentinuints of said in(*eting : 

The measures taken by the Government to ])rolec4 tliis Slate ngainst 
invasion are so far-reaching and serious in their consequences that they 
fill our minds with dread and apprehension. 
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The past has already taught uS how regardlessly the Government 
and the county authorities have treated the families of those who have 
taken the field. We have been told that they would be cared for, and 
what up to this time has been done? They were furnished with small 
sums of paper money, which is almost worthless, and which has been 
refused by men for whose sake this war and its calamities were origi¬ 
nated. 

Last year we made tolerably good crops; the prospect for the next 
is not very encouraging, and we cannot look forward with indifference 
upon starvation, which we apprehend for our wives and children. 

Although it has been said that we will not be needed for more than 
three months, the time for planting will then be over and our children 
may go begging, for the small pay which we are to receive for our serv¬ 
ices is insuficient to purchase bread for our families and pay for it. We 
and our families are almost destitute of clothing, and have no means of 
getting enough to protect us even imperfectly against the cold, from 
which cause sickness and epidemics result, as has been experienced in 
the Army, where more men have fallen victims of disease than by the 
sword of the enemy. 

Last autumn we applied to procure cloth from the penitentiary, but 
up to this time we have not been able to obtain any, whereas negro- 
holders, whom we could name, can get such things and fetch them home. 
For these reasons we sympathize with all the unfortunate who have to 
provide for their own maintenance, and hope that our authorities will 
look upon us as men and not as chattels. With what spirit and what 
courage can we so situated fight, and that, moreover, for principles so 
far removed from us ? 

Besides the duty of defending one’s country there is a higher and 
more sacred one—the duty of maintaining the families. What benefit 
is tliere in preserving the country while the families and inhabitants of 
the same, nay, even the Army, are bound to perish in misery and star¬ 
vation ? . 1 X ^ 1 

In view of the foregoing we take the liberty hereby jointly to declare 
that unless the Army and wo obtain a guarantee that our families will 
be protected, not only against misery and starvation, but also against 
^ (‘Xiil ions from itinerant bauds, we shall not be able to answer the call, 
and lli(‘ consequences must be attributed to those who caused them. 

I'lirtherniore, we decline taking the army oath (as prescribed) to the 
<Jont(‘derat<^ {Slates, as we know of no law which compels Texas troops, 
who are designed for this State, to take the same. 

It is the unanimous wish of those assembled in this meeting to apply 
to Brig. Gen. W. G. Webb to use all of his influence to the effect that 
the men now drafted for militia service be permitted to stay at home 
untU they have finished planting. , '-s ^ ^ 

By authorization and in the name of about one hundred and twenty 


citizens. 


C. AMBERG. 

H. BAUCH. 

R. HILDEBRAND. 
H. KRALE. 

H. BASSE. 


1 do hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a true and correct 
copy of the original (translation). JAMES PAUL, 

Private Secretary, 


i 

S 
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Headquarters, 
Matagorda, Janvary 4, 1SG3. 

Lieut. James Perry Bryan, Adjutant: 

Sir: In the afternoon of December the 30th I received a <*onnnuiii- 
cation from Captain Marmion, of the steam ^ciinboat John P. Carr, 
through Captain Crofts, of the steamer Cora, that if I slioiild hoai* any 
firing from the Carr to come over or send a detachment of 30 men. 

Not long after receiving this intelligenee I lieard several guns from 
the Carr, which was then I.ying in the hay near tlie ])e]iiiisuln, and 
opposite the town of Matagorda. 1 immediately placed iny num, con¬ 
sisting of 1 lieutenant, 4 non-commissioned officers, and 35 ])rivates, 
together with 3 volunteers from the town of Matagorda (commanded 
by myself), on board of the Cora, and started trom the wharf lor the 
Carr,*which T reached about sunset. Upon consultation with Ca])tains 
Marmion and Hall it was agreed that we sliould make a night attack 
upon the enemy’s encampment or intrenchnient, provided wi^ deemed 
it prudent after reconnoitering. 

The plan was to land our force, consisting of my own num and 15 
from the gunboats, including officers, on the peninsula by tlie small 
boats; move up to within a safe distance, reconnoiter, ami, if i)rnd(‘iit, 
make the attack. The steamers Carr and Cora v/oro lying at anchor 
about 1,000 to 1,200 yards from the i^eninsula. We hdt th(‘se steaimu's 
ill the small boats for the peninsula about 10 oVhxdc p. m., and after 
running about half way to the shore a most territic nortlier b(‘gan to 
blow, which induced us to abandon the attack and onhT a r(durn to 
the steamers. 

The boat in which were Captains Marmion, Hall, Ijublxx-k, and myst^lf, 
together with Mr. Wilcox, of tlie Signal Corps, and lhre(‘ olliers, suc.- 
ceeded in reaching the steamers. The two otixT ]x>ats filled and sank, 
and 18 of my men were lost, together with tla* xolimltxas above imai- 
tioned, to wit: Serg(‘ants JMattliews ami rf<>ri<‘s, ('oiporal 
Privates McKinley, Connor, J. and P. Hecrist, ^fhomas W .nl^worl h, 
James Seaborn, Ma;\, M(‘nel(\\, Wallon, A. <\ .lohnson, Shm s, (lihsen, 
Copelaud, and Jlowell(l(‘oigt‘ M. IJowie has not Ix^eii loimd, hiil no 
doubt he was drowned ; \ ohinteers, James Iand Lake*. 

Fifteen minutes longer and the \v hole pail> would li.i\e iamieu, and L 
believe we could have taken the enem,\, as (law immlx led IkiI h‘\\, \i 
any, more than we did. 

When our men wiio esca])ed drowning reaelj<‘d tix*ir inlrenrhuH'iils, 
about 12 o’clock in., th(*ir fires w(*re still Ixiriung. \\ hih* aM(‘inpling 
to reach the steamers several of my men diseharg^'d (heir guns, amL 
immediately ro(ikets w(jrc thrown up from th(*ir st(‘.'mx‘rs on Ihe oniside, 
and I think at that time the em*m\ h*rtth(*ir mtrenehim‘nls. 

Never did an undertaking at its c()mim*ne,ement a{>i)ear more auspi¬ 
cious or one which ended more disastrously. As 1 am now too h*w in 
numbers to discharge my duties fully at this ])ost 1 w'oid<l lx* gkid to 
have Lieutenant Davis relu*veil at Elliott’s Kerry by a eomjiany or 
detachment. Let him return to his comi)any. 

Very respectfully, your obeilient servant, 

E. S. JUICE LEY, 

Gaj^tain Gomj^any D, Brotvn'ti Regiment l\ 6\ 
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PROCLA]3krATION. 

Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, NTew Mexico, and Arizona, 

Galveston^ Tex.^ January 5,1863, 

Whereas the undersigned has succeeded in capturing and destroying 
a portion of the enemy^s fleet and in driving the remainder out of Gal¬ 
veston Harbor and beyond the neighboring waters and thus raising 
the blockade virtually, he therefore proclaims to all concerned that 
the harbor of Galveston is open for trade to all friendly nations, and 
their merchants are invited to resume their usual intercourse with this 
port. 

Done at Galveston this the fifth day of January, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-three. 

J. BAINKBEAD MAGETJDEE, 

Major-General^ Commanding, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dist. of Tex., N. Mex., and Ariz., 

ISTo. 35. ) Galveston^ Tex,^ January 5,1863. 

* # # # # 

yil. Lieutenant-Colonel Hardeman having armed his regiment will 
proceed with it to Alleyton, and thence will send out parties to disarm 
the disloyal Germans and enforce the draft and conscript act. 

Vlll. Brigadier-General Bee will order the troops at Einggold Bar¬ 
racks to proceed to the Eio Grande to dispute any attempted landing 
of the enemy. 

# « ^ ^ if 

X. Colonel Cook will send 10 men with the steamer Lucy Gwinn this 
atteriioon with flags he will get at the house of Colonel Xichols, and 
pliU'e them with the United States flag always flying 5 also take a Con- 
fe(i(‘rate flag witli luiii, but not to use it until further orders. Occupy 
tlit‘ 1 ‘ort on Beliean Si)it until the enemy, if any appears, is decoyed 
williiii the liarlM)!*, when he will place his men on board a sailing craft, 
wlik'li will be furnished for the purpose by Maj. Leon Smich, and go 
around by tli(‘ Northern Channel toward Half Moon Shoal and return 
to Galvef-lon Island. 

If possible ani()ug the detail of men have one or two men who under¬ 
stand sailing a boat. Take supplies along for ten days, blankets, &c. 

•K ^ 

By command of Major-General Magriider: 

E. P. TURNER, 

Assist aQit A clj u ia n t-Gen era ?. 


Headquarters, 
Galveston^ Tex,^ January C, 1SG3. 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : Having captured the steamer Harriet Lane, but slightly dam¬ 
aged, with her full armament on board, I have the honor to request 
that she be put in commission as a war steamer, with Capt. Leon Smith, 
who commanded the expedition by which she was captured, as captain. 
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T beg that Oapt. Leon Smith be appointed post ca])tain in the Provis¬ 
ional Navy, for which he is in every way well qualified.* 

I have the honor urgently but respectfully to request that Lieut. 
Oatesby Ap E. Jones, of the Navy, be ordered to report to mo to relieve 
Captain Hunter. I applied for Lieutenant Jones last summer. He 
was anxious to come, but the Navy Department declined. With his 
assistance I could have had by this time a fleet of ten or fifteen sea¬ 
going vessels, all armed. Please send also four or five good young navy 
officers. I would prefer them to volunteers, but time is everything. Capt. 
Leon Smith’s practical experience and resources as a commander for a 
long time of ocean steamers in the Pacific and river boats here are 
invaluable and cannot be replaced. If the Harriet Lane (ian be gotten 
ready before she is blockaded in I will send her to sea. 

Please answer me in full by telegraph. An officer, Lieutenant Gibson, 
who bears this to Vicksburg will wait there for your roi)ly. 

J. PANKHEAD JMAGJiUDEE, 

Majo r- Genera ?, Gomma nding. 


Headquarters District of Texas, 

January G, 18G3. 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor urgently to recommend to the favorable 
consideration of the Department the following plan for the defense of 
Texas, internally and externally : 

There are about 12,000 men organized in this State, about G,000 
armed, and these indifferently. I wish to divide these into brigades of 
3,000 men each, and to place them under good brigadier-generals, and 
each two brigades under a major-general. 

The extent of the country is so ^roat that an order is iu most eases 
valueless when it reaches its destination. The extent of const is about 
400 miles, and the territory of the State extends from SOO to 1,000 
miles in the interior. In this vast country the utmost confusion and 
disorganization prevail in the militaiy administration from a want, of 
control by the proper officers, who must be at a great disl.mcc^ tVoui 
some portions of their commands. 

Disaffection exists in a greater degree than has luum r(‘])resent(‘d to 
me, but will not sjmead if promptly put down ; if not, it will incr(‘ase. 

Various other reasons induce me to ask the appoiiitnumt, as soon as 
it is possible, of major-generals and brigadier-generals enough to enable 
me to carry out my plan, which is simi)ly tliis: 

1 st. To hold the Eio Grande at all hazards. The command there 
must be unsupported and self-sustaining. I would assign it to General 
Bee, whose relations with the Mexican autliorities and personal qualifi¬ 
cations make this arrangement an excellent one. This I liav(‘ already 
done, and I propose to give him comiuand as f;\r northeavSt as the Nue<‘,es. 

2 d. To assign a brigadier-general to the command of all the <iouiitry 
from the Nueces to the Colorado. 

3d. Another brigadier to the command of that between the Colorado 
and the Sabine, where there are railroads parallel to tlic coast. 

4th. One brigadier-general to command on the western frontier from 
the Upper Nueces to the Clear Fork of the Brazos—the Indian reserve. 


See Mallory to Davis, January 24, 1863, p. 959. 
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5tli. One major-general to have his headquarters habitually at San 
Antonio; and, 

6 th. Another major-general to have his headquarters at Houston. 

The commanding officer of the whole would be most of the time in 
the saddle, and might establish his headquarters wherever his services 
were most required. 

Similar districts might be laid out as conscript districts, each com¬ 
manded by a major, the whole by a superintendent of conscripts, with 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

With this arrangement, and efficient staff officers, harmony and 
promptness of action and due responsibility would be easily attained. 

To carry it out I wish the general officers asked for. At present I 
have but one, Brigadier-General Bee, permanently, and Brigadier- 
General Scurry temporarily, and in order to obtain those of the proper 
qualifications I respectfully recommend the inclosed names to the fa¬ 
vorable consideration of the President. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

Major-General^ Commanding^ &c. 


Headquarters Western Sub-District op Texas, 

San Antonio^ January 6,1863. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Asst. Adjt Gen,, Dist. of TexaSj Houston^ Tex.: 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi¬ 
cation by express and to report that seven companies of Colonel Woods^ 
regiment of cavalry from Lavaca and three of the same from Fort 
Clark, Majors Taylor and Duff with their battalions, five companies of 
the Third Eegiment Infantry, andWillke^s light battery, also five com¬ 
panies of the Frontier regiment, have been ordered to the Eio Grande, 
in the aggregate about 2,500 men. ^ j 

I would respectfully request that the Second Eegiment Te^as Mounted 
Eiflesr (belonging to my brigade) may be ordered to report at Einggold 
Barracks. 

I ain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General, Provisional Armij. 


Port Hudson, January 7,1803. 


Maj. J. E. WADDY : 

Total efilfective, 8,239; aggregate present, 10,421. Add aboi 
r Gregg’s brigade. Garrisons of Clinton and Camp Moore 


for 
eluded 


Add about 2,500 
not iu- 


FEAEK. GAEDEEE, 
Major- General., Gommandiny. 


Geneeax. : It gives me 
with the many thousands 


Huntsville, Tee., January 7, 1803. 
great pleasure to miugle my con^atularions 
that yon have received. You, sir, have in- 
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troduced a new era in Texas by driving from our soil a rutliless enemy. 
You deserve, sir, not only my thanks, but the thanks of every Texan. 
Your advent was scarcely known in Texas when we were awaked from 
our reverie to the realities of your splendid victory. Its planning and 
execution reflect additional glory on your former fame, as well as on the 
arms of Texas. 

Most sincerely do we trust that a new era has now dawned upon us, 
and that you may be enabled again to restore Texas to her wonted se¬ 
curity. We hope that Texas, with so gallant a leader as you are, gen¬ 
eral, will yet show to the world that she is capable of defending her 
own soil, notwithstanding she has already been drained of her only re¬ 
sources, which have been transferred to other battle-fields. You will 
find that all Texans want is a general who is capable of leading them 
to victory, and now having obtained that, I hope you will ever find them 
ready to second your efforts and. that your future may be as glorious 
as your past. 

When you arrived here, general, you found our country without 
organization, without plans for our defense, and our situation most d(‘- 
plorable. What few resources we had were without organization, with¬ 
out discipline, and without everything that was calculated to render 
the means she had efficient. You have breathed new life into every¬ 
thing ; you have illustrated to them what they can do, and most sin¬ 
cerely do I trust that the past may only be the dawning of the Ihtnre, 
and I pray that under the guidance of a Divine Jhdug you may be eii- 
abled to carry out the regeneration of Texas. It would giv(* pleas¬ 
ure, general, to call and pay my respects to you wer(‘ it not that 1 liave 
but recently arisen from a sick bed. 

Yery truly, your friend, 

SAMUEL JIOUSTOX. 


Geisteral Orders, ) Headquarters, 

'^ 0 . 5. j Fort Stcdson, La., January 7, 1803. 

The troops of this post will be organized into briga<l(\s, arranged at 
the breastworks as follows: 

I. Brig. Gen. John Gregg^s brigade to take ])()st on the right, (‘xteml- 
ing from the river; Brig. Gen. S. B. Maxcy^s brigade the (*(Mit(‘r. and 
Brig. Gen. W. N. It. BealFs brigade the left. 

II. Brigadier-General Maxey^s brigade will consist of (h)l. W. JL 
Miles’Legion; the consolidated regiment eonsistiim oT tlie I^)r(\-s<M-- 
ond, Forty-sixth, Forty-eighth, Fifty-third T<Min(‘ss(‘(‘ i;(‘gimen(s, and 
ninth Tennessee Battalion, commanded by (h>l. A. (^Miai*l(‘s; tlie 
consolidated regiment consisting of the Fort>-ninth, J^hily-iiiih I'mi- 
nessee, and the Seventh Texas liegiments, commanded by (Jol. J. K. 
Bailey; Col. Gus. A. Breaux’s Thirtieth Louisiana ii(‘gnnciit, aii<l 
Boone’s, Boberts’, and Fenner’s batteries, and Golonel Alhai’s Foui’th 
Louisiana Kegiment. 

III. Brigadier-General Beall’s brigade will consist of llic consolidated 
regiment consisting of the Fomteenth, Sixteenth, Se\ent(‘enth, Eight¬ 
eenth, Twenty-third Arkansas Itegiments, and First Arkansas Battalion, 
commanded by Col. 11, H. Crockett; the consoli<lat(*(l leginieiit consist¬ 
ing of the Eleventh and Fifteenth Arkansas liegiimmts, commanded 
by Col. John L. Logan; the consolidated regiment consisting of the 
Twenty-seventh and Thirty-first Alabama Regiments and Sixth Ala¬ 
bama Battalion, commanded by Col. J. M. Simonton; the consolidated 
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regiment consisting of TRirty-nintli and Pirst Mississippi Regiments, 
commanded by Col. W. B. Shelby, and Abbay’s, Herod’s and Bradford’s 
batteries. 

IV. The heavy artillery and cavalry will remain as separate com¬ 
mands. The reports of each separate organization will be sent direct 
to these headquarters. 

V. The previous organization of brigades will be discontinued, but 
the consolidated regiments will remain so consolidated until the strength 
of any one regiment will justify its separation. 

VI. Consolidated morning reports will be sent in to these headquar¬ 
ters on Tuesdays and Fridays of each week, and reports of number 
and condition of arms and amount of ammunition will be sent in each 
Friday. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner: 

Acting Assistant AdjutanUGeneral, 


Galveston, January 8,1863. 

Capt. Edmund P. Turner, 

A. A. (?., Dept of Tex.^ V. Mex, and Ariz,^ Galveston^ Tex,: 

Captain : 1 have the honor to report that, pursuant to special orders 
and instructions of 3d instant from the major-general commanding, I 
]>roceeded seaward that night on the bark Cavallo, three guns. Captain 
ISauuders j schooner Leader, one gun, Captain Johnston, and pilot boat 
Captain Payne, with detachments from the regiments of Colonels Green, 
Cook, and Griffin, to capture the Clyde-built steamer, with troops and 
stores on board, then oft* the bar waiting for a pilot. 

At 3.30 a. ni., 4th, anchored off Fort Point Battery; a half hour 
clearing the ship for work and getting the men beiow. Sail was 
them made with difficulty, owing to the scarcity of seamen, their un¬ 
willingness to work, and the light wind prevailing, thus consuming 
time that otherwise employed might have accomplished the object 
of the expedition. 

At da;^ light steamer 4 to 5 miles distant showed signal for a pilot, 
which was answered by Cai)tain Payne, who stood out to the bar, sound¬ 
ing; lie returned at 9 a. m. (the wind being too light for the bark to 
make heading), and was instructed to proceed to the steamer, allay this 
suspicion (now evidently aroused), and if possible entice her in; if neces- 
saiy, to go on board as pilot, bringing her to such a position that the 
guns of the bark could command her. He promptly complied there¬ 
with; went on board the steamer, which immediately got under w'^ay, 
steering eastward until out of sight, carrying him \\ith her. The pilot- 
boat leturned and was ordered to town. 

For several hours the bark had been compelled to lay at anchor on 
account of the narrow channel and light wind. She returned to Galves¬ 
ton at T) ni., failing to realize the success anticipated for the reason 
h(‘r<‘tofore given. 

I would res])eetfully call the attention of the major-general command¬ 
ing to the case of Captain Payne, that he may be exchanged, as there is 
a possibility of his being subjected to much trouble in his present con¬ 
dition. 

Captains Saunders and Johnston were very energetic in discharg¬ 
ing all the duties assigned to them. Captains Tubbs and Richardson, 
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of the infantry, also Captain Barnett, gave me all assistance in their 

^T^ave the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 

servant, _ _ nr.\.fcT 

’ 0. M. MASON, 

Major, Commanding Bxpedition, 


Special Ordebs, ) Hdqes. Dist. op Tex., N. Mex., and Aeiz., 

No. 37. ) Galveston, January 8,1863. 

»##•*** 

11. Colonel Hardeman, commanding Arizona Brigade, will proceed at 
once with his brigade and take post at La Grange, reporting the arrival 
at that place to these headquarters. 

tt * # # * * # 

Vn. Quaker guns will at once be mounted at Bolivar Point and South 
Battery. Troops from Pyron’s regiment will be posted at the intersec¬ 
tion of Strand street and the beach, to be shown the enemy during the 
and withdrawn at night. 

** # * * *# 

FBv command of Major-General Magruder: 

^ B. P. TUENEE, 

Assistant-Adjutant Ge7ieraL] 


Hdqes. Dist. of Texas, Eew Mexico, and Arizona, 

Galveston^ January 0,1863. 
Col. S. S. Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir : I have the pleasure to inform you that I have by simultaneous 
attack by land and sea succeeded in capturing and destroying a portion 
of the enemy’s fleet and driving the rest to sea. This was done under 
a heavy fire of canister and grape from the eiieinyjs ships. I am forti¬ 
fying Galveston by constant work night and day,*and hope to be able 
to do so effectually unless the enemy return with a large fleet, in which 
event I fear I shall be compelled to yield the x)ossession. 

I have submitted to the President a plan for the defense of Texas,, 
which as soon as possible will be forwarded to the lieutenant-general 
commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department. I hope that all of my 
arrangements and operations may meet with liis and ;your ax>probation, 

I have applied to the President for the promotion of l>rigadier-Gen- 
eral Scurry, with the request that should the promotion be ordered to 
report to me, inasmuch as I need assistance, being overwhelmed with 
labor here. 

There are indications here of a refractory and r(‘volutioiiary spirit 
among certain classes in different parts of Texas. Souu^ 800 Gormans 
have actually assembled in Colorado County, well armed, and are liold- 
^ing themselves in an attitude of defense, and threaten resistance to the 
^operation of the military laws. I have sent to this qiiartcn- s(*veral com¬ 
panies of the Arizona Brigade, with a piece of artillery, for tlie puiiiose 
of quelling these disturbances and preventing a second occiirren(*e. 

I shall spare no efforts to facilitate the deiiarture of Sibley’s biigade. 
They will proceed to Kew Iberia, La., as I am informe<l by Major Lea 
that they are ordered to that place. Should the lieutenant-general wish 
them ordered elsewhere they can be diverted to any other point after 
reaching ISTew Iberia. 
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If Lieutenant-General Holmes will allow me to retain Gurleyregi¬ 
ment, reported to be unarmed, I think I will try to arm them. 

Ijlone of the Arizona Brigade are armed. To these I issued 225 of 
the enemy^s arms, whose garrison I captured here. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BAHKHEAD MAGEUDPTR, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 


Mobile, January 9,1863. 

Major-General Buckner: 

The people of Mobile^ and the country above as far as Meridian are 
dependent on the prairie lands of Mississippi for their supply of com. 
On the 12th of December, 1862, a military order issued from headquar¬ 
ters at Jackson, Miss., in the following words: 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton orders that no more corn for private parties bo 
transported over your road (Mobile and Ohio) within this department till otherwise 
ordered. 

It was said this was designed to stop speculation, but its effect was 
directly in favor of speculators, as large amounts of corn in their hands 
at Mobile and at other points immediately advanced in price, thereby 
increasing the distress of the country. Earnest appeals were made by 
a suffering people for relief from this order. On the 6th of January^ 
1863, the following order was received: 


Jackson, Miss., January 6 , 1863. 


L. J. rLFMlNG, 

Gmeral Sujpei'intendent Mobile and OMo Railroad: 

Com for the use of families may be transported when it is satisfactorily shown it is 
not for speculation. 

By order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton: 

J. THOMPSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Thereupon the general superintendent published the following order, 
which it will be seen had in good faith for its object the stoppage of 
speculation and the supply of the wants of families. The order was as 
follows: 


Corn will be transpoited on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad in accordance with the 
order of Lieutenant-Geneial Pemberton upon affidavit filed in my office stating that 
it is exclusively for family use and not for speculation. 

L. J. FLEMING, 

Chief Engineer and Genei'al Superintendent. 


Thereupon the following order issued from headquarters at Jackson: 

Jackson, January 1. 

L. J. Fleming: 

Transport no com on affidavit of private individuals. The q^uartermaster its the- 
judge whether the produce is for speculation or not. wA'n'nv 

Jm JX» WASJXJ±f 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

To this I sent the following reply: 


Maj. J. R. Waddy, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Jackson,^Mis8.: 

By your order to our snperintendent you seem to put private shipments of com 
under the control of quartermasters. Please answer if this is your design. I suppose 
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tliere is some mistalse about the matter. There arc four or five quartermasters on the 
road and the confusion will be endless. We will expect quartermasters’ orders in 
regard to Government freight and in all cases give preference to sucli freight, but 
their assuming control over private shipments is a diilerent matter. 

MILTON BROWN, 

President MoMle and Ohio Railroad Coinj^any, 

« 

To this I have received no answer. I therefore deem it my duty to 
present the facts of the case to you, and request that if not within your 
proper j urisdiction you presen t tb em to General Johns ton for relief. This 
order patting private shipments under the control of quartermasters is 
plainly without authority of law and opens a door to favoritism and 
abuse without limit. 

Most respectfully, yours, • 

MILTOBT BEOWK, 

President MoMle and Ohio Railroad Company, 


[Indorflements.] 

Headquarters District of the Gulf, 

Mobile^ January 12, 1863. 

This subject is respectfully referred for the action of General J. E. 
Johnston. Though the portion of country from which shipments are 
made is not within the limits of my district the order of Lieutenant- 
General Pemberton, in my opinion, seriously affects this portion of my 
<jommand. The rule I have adopted witli reference to railroads is to 
require.that all Government freights should have precedence of all 
others, if necessary, to the temporary exclusion of other freights; 
hut beyond this I regard an interference of the military aiilliorities 
with the concerns of individuals and corporations as illegal and im¬ 
politic. 

I think the order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton is liable to great 
abuse. Also complaints, whether just or not I have not yet assured 
myself, are made against quartermasters for favoring their friends, and 
in one case a speculating house, to the exclusion of individuals who are 
desirous of shipping for their own use. Tlie rule I have adopted is, 1 
think, the only legal and politic course with referen(*e to railroad c*()m- 
panies, and I therefore suggest it for the consideration of the general 
commanding in the West. 

.S. JL JUJOKNEli, 
Major-General, Commanding District 

JANUMtv 17, 

Eespectfully referred to Lieiiteiiaut-Geii(U‘al J\Mnl)(‘r(on. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 

Cencral. 

Hdqrs. Dept, of MissiSkSIPpi and East Loi imana, 

Jaclson^ rJannanj IS, ISOJ. 

Eespectfully returned to General J. E. Johnston. I do not think it 
advisable to change the spirit of my orders as to transportation. 

On affidavit satisfactory to the quartermasters at the particular de¬ 
partment that the produce is not for speculation it can be transported, 
as heretofore authorized. 

• J. 0. PEMBEETON, 
Lieutenant-General^ Commanding. 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dist. of Tex., NT. ]\1ex., and Ariz., 

Ko. 38. ) Galveston. January 9,1863. 

I. Lieutenant-Colonel Hardeman, commanding the Arizona Brigade^ 
•will proceed with his command, dismounted, to Virginia Point, report¬ 
ing his arrival there to these headquarters. 

* * # * * * :^ 

[By command of Major-General Magruder: 

E. P. TUEXER, 
Assistant Adjutant^ General.] 


Executive Depart^ient, 
Montgomeryy Ala.^ January 10, 1863. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States : 

Sir: The enemy recently came in considerable force up the Ohoctaw- 
hatchie River, and made a raid into Ooftee County, Alabama. He re- 
•cently dispersed a company of Alabamians from that section of the 
State, engaged in the manufacture of salt on the Gulf, and destroyed 
most of their implements. The southeastern part of this State, includ¬ 
ing the locality of the enemy^s late oi3erations, is peculiarly exposed 
and liable to hostile incursions from Pensacola. 

When informed of the recent raid, I appointed Col. James H. Clanton, 
a gallant, experienced, and efficient officer, my special aide-de-camp, and 
divspatched him in that direction, with instructions to raise and muster 
into the service of the State for thirty days a force adequate to drive 
out the enemy and protect for the present that part of the State. 
I ventured also to order him to include in his enlistment men liable 
to conscription, residing in Coffiee, Covington, Dale, Henry, Pike, and 
Barbour Counties, which compose the southeastern angle of the State. 
That order was made for reasons which I proceed to state. By includ¬ 
ing those within the age of conscription I could greatly hasten the 
ioriiiatiou of the corps and the emergency seemed to admit of no delay. 
Furthermore, it seemed to me, after the most careful rejection, the most 
ellective, il not the only, means of securing an execution of the conscript 
Jaw in tliat region. Reluctance to leave their unprotected families 
wliilii there is an ijnmediate prosi^ect of invasion is an excuse of some 
.si>ecionsiiess, wliich they make and accomi)aiiy with a profession of 
readiness to take uj) aims for the purpose of local defense. While some 
of them are disloyal, many of them have, on account of their unprotected 
I'aniilies, availed themselves of the facilities which their territory, gen- 
ei all.> ])oor and s])arsely poi)ulated, affords for escape and concealment. 
I have no <loubt that many, jierhaps most, of those who are thus evad¬ 
ing consciiption vill piomptly enlist in the State service for thirty 
da> s. At the exi)iration of that time they can be by aid of the military 
oiganization enrolled as conscripts and translerred to the service of the 
Oonfederate States if Your Excellency should ref|uiieit. An object 
will thus b(‘ accomplished which is doubtful and difficult of attainment 
l)> any other means. Nor will any increased delay result. The preva¬ 
lence of small-pox in the camp ot instruction has sus])eiided the gather¬ 
ing of the conscripts, and there is no probability that those whom 1 may 
eidist would be summoned to the camp wdthin thirt\ days, even if a 
wdlling obedience to the mandate of the law were } ielded. 

Convinced that the order which 1 gave to Colonel Clanton was essen- 
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tial to the protection of the defenseless and exposed sections a,nd would 
operate as a valuable aid in the enforcement of the conscription I ven¬ 
tured to give it. The subject could not be made intelligible through 
the telegraph, and the emergency would not allow of the delay neces¬ 
sary to exchange communications by letter. I therefore took the step, 
confidently believing that its obvious propriety and utility no less to 
the Confederate States than to Alabama would secure your approval 
and vindicate my motives. , 

Col. James H. Clanton has authority from the War Department to 
raise for six months’ service a regiment of cavalry, to be composed of 
men not subject to conscription, and to be employed “in the defense of 
the coast of Alabama and riorida west of the Apalachicola Eiver.” 
He is progressing very slowly in the formation of the regiment. 'In 
view of the exposed and undefended condition of the section indicated 
and of the necessity for a speedy organization of an effective force and 
of the ability of Colonel Clanton and his peculiar fitness for such serv¬ 
ice, I respectfullj' ask Your Excellency to permit him to enlist in his 
corps men subject to conscription within the counties above described 
(Coffee, Covington, Dale, Henry, Pike, and Barbour). One of the most 
serious impediments to the formation of Colonel Clanton’s regiment is 
that his authority does not allow him to enlist companies or any num¬ 
ber less than a regiment. I trust that the order will be so modi&ed as 
to allow him to enlist by companies or even smaller squads. The pro¬ 
hibition of the enlistment of less than a regiment is so obviously pro¬ 
ductive of delay, embarrassment, and difficulty that 1 need make no 
comments upon the subject. Without the authority to enlist men of 
conscript age and to enlist in smaller numbers I do not believe Colonel 
Clanton’s regiment can be raised without very great delay, if at all. I 
regard the speedy organization of the regiment to be under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Clanton as a matter of the highest im)»ortance, and 
I hope Tour Excellency will pardon me for urging a modification of his 
authority to the extent above stated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. GILL SnOETER, 

Governor of Alabama. 


[Indorsement.] 


Seoretary op War: 

As far as consistent I wish to comply wath CJovernor Slioriei’s rcMiuest 
It may be clone, I think, by allowing the men subject to, and (‘moiled to 
serve with Colonel Clanton for the shoit peiiod named. 

It is obviously a mistake to sui>pose tliat th(‘ (‘()mi)ani(‘s (jannol be 
mustered in when offered. The organization of tin* regmH*rit must be 
delayed until ten companies have been mustered in. 

JKKFIlbSON OAVIJS. 


EicnMOND, January 10, 1803. 

Dear Sir : My attention having been invited to an order now on file 
purporting to have been issued by Col. John li. Daylor, while in Ari¬ 
zona, relative to the extermination of certain Apache Indians,* the 

* Order not found, but see Randolph, to Magmder Kovember 7, and lioylor to Ma- 
gruder December 29, 1862. 
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effect whereof having been seriously to complicate the relations of that 
officer with this Government, I feel it but an act of justice toward one 
whom I should deplore to see condemned without at least a hearing to 
submit a brief statement in his justification. 

Colonel Baylor has never held any commission in the Confederate 
States service other than that of lieutenant-colonel Texas Mounted 
Rifles. At the date of said order he was not acting under or by virtue 
of such commission. It was likewise antecedent to notice of his ap¬ 
pointment as Governor of Arizona. 

' Eor several months prior to the issuance of said order it was cur¬ 
rently believed in that Territory that extermination of the hostile sav¬ 
ages was the publicly declared policy of this Government. It was so 
published in sundry newspapers there received, which then constituted 
the only medium of information in that remote region of the iiublic acts 
of the Confederate Government. At this time these Indians were actu¬ 
ally exterminating the white population of Aiizona. Treaties wei*e suc¬ 
cessively made and broken by them forthe mere sake of presents usually 
distributed on such occasions. Their policy was to omit no opportunity 
to plunder and massacre. They had without provocation desolated 
nearly the entire Territory. Hundreds of our best citizens had been 
wantonly put to death during the previous year by every species of tor¬ 
ture their fiendish ingenuity could devise. They spared neither age, 
sex, nor condition. They occupied the mountain fastnesses of the 
Sierra Madre, whither no troops could possibly follow. They could 
only be dislodged by means of the stratagem indicated in Colonel Bay¬ 
lor’s order. They were better armed than our own soldiery. They de¬ 
fied chastisement. It became necessary for the white population either 
to abandon the country or extirpate the Indians. Humanity to them 
was but incentive to greater atrocity. Every instance of mercy toward 
the perfidious Apache had cost scores of valuable lives. Existing cir¬ 
cumstances demanded immediate action. Extermination seemed to 
imply that the ends justified the means to be employed. All ordinary 
means had failed. Extraordinary measures were employed as a dernier 
ressort. 

It was under circumstances such as these that Baylor appears to have 
issued this order. Reference thereto proves it to have been predicated 
ux)oii the supposed Indian policy of the General Government. What 
less could he have done under the circumstances ? What other meas¬ 
ures could have been devised that bad not already proven futile ? The 
coiniuonest instincts of necessity and self-preservation would appar¬ 
ently of themselves have prompted such a course. Extermination of the 
■whites had already been proclaimed by the savage foe. They neither 
asked nor expected mercy. When tendered, they scorned it. Pacifi- 
<‘ation was an impossibility. In yielding to a supervening necessity, 
Colonel Baylor innocently believed himself likewise performing a pub¬ 
lic duty. 

With reference to that clause in his order directing the women and 
children to be sold into slavery, I can only say that it has been the un- 
vaiying custom of the country from the time of the Spanish colonists 
down to the present day; and I cannot recollect a single instance wherein 
Indian cajitives have ever been set free by the people of that country. 
In Mexico the long-continued practice had acquired the force of law. 
The usage was recognized and guaranteed by treaty between the United 
States and Mexico. From this custom originated the peonage system 
of New Spam and Mexico and that admixture of the European and 
Indian races which for nearly three centuries has been slowly but grad- 
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nally absorbing and civilizing the once powerful aboriginal tribes of 
Spanish America. Captive Indian women and children are reckoned 
in the same caste as peons, iieribrm similar duties, and are treated 
with moderation and humanity. This state of servitude, it would nat¬ 
urally seem, is infinitely preferable to the only other alternative of 
leaving them to perish of starvation and exposure among the mountains 
and deserts, and is certainly characterized by none of that atrocity and 
barbarity which Colonel Bayior^s order might seem to imply in the 
judgment of those not conversant with the circumstances under which 
it was issued. 

Trusting this brief explanation may at least serve to mitigate the 
severity of opprobrium against a tried, trusty, and ef&cient public 
servant, 1 have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
’ M. n. McWILLIE, 

Delegate from Arizona, 


Headquauters Arizona Brigade, 

GolimbuSy January 11, 1863. 

Maj. B. Bloomfield, Chief Quartermaster: 

Sir : Your messenger, with dispatches for Colonel ITardeman, arrived 
on the cars last night. I keep him until the cars return lo-morrow 
morniug. Colonel Hardeman has sent Majoi* Madison with men to 
La Grange, Lieutenant Stone with 25 to Bellville, and he left this morn¬ 
ing with 50 men for the purpose of arresting tln^ iiiigleaders and dis¬ 
arming all the disloyal citizens. 

All is now ai)i)arently quiet. I think the prompt action of tlnj general 
in sending a force to put down all insurrectionary movemeiil's and our 
success at Galveston will and has had the effect of inducing lliem to 
return to their homes, and as far as heard from tliey have and are 
complying with the conscription law and draft ordeied by the Gox^- 
ernor. 

The dispatch you sent up was an order announcing to Colonel Harde¬ 
man that a part of Colonel Deora^’s regimenl had been order<*d to i (‘ 
enforce him (ColonelHardeman). As the,\ aie not wanb'd, I am or<ler<Ml 
by Colonel Hardeman to order tliem to rerurii lo Hariisl)uig or to the 
encampment they iett and report lo tlicir colomd. I tliink Colonel 
Hardeman and his ofiicers will by the last oT this weiL eoiiiphhe the 
arrest and disarming of the <livsalleeted, and the oornmaml will be ]*(‘a(l\ 
to return to Harrisburg by Saturday. 

I write this for your own information and not oftuhall^, presuming 
you would be pleased to know how malteis staml in tho <‘onntr\. \ ou 
will please forward the disi)atchcs to lieacbjuaiteis that I scunl b,\ >our 
messenger. 

I am, very respectfullv, your obiMlient sm'vant, 

11Ii:NK\ I.. WCIUi, 

Lieutenant’Colonel and Assistant Adjnt<(nt-GcnemL 


AirrEus, 

Fort LLudson^ La,^ dan nary 12, 1SG3. 

Major Waddy, 

Adjt, Gen., Dept, of Mississippi and Last Louisiana: 

Major : I have the honor to report that my latest information from 
Baton liouge gives thirty-two regiments at that place; but 1 do not be- 
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lie ve it, as it does not come as direct as my previous information, and there 
have been no late arrivals reported. Ihaveinformationfrom a gentleman 
from liTew Orleans that the enemy have nineteen war vessels ofdifterent 
kinds at i^ew Orleans, two at Donaldsonville, one at Plaquemine, and the 
Essex and two steam sloops of war at Baton Eonge. It is reliably re¬ 
ported that there are not more than 2,000 men left in New Orleans and 
that Major-Oeneral Banks is sick^ also that 800 men have been sent from 
Baton Rouge to Plaquemine, and that there are one regiment of in¬ 
fantry and one company of cavalry at West Baton Rouge. I have had 
no direct information lately from the city. General Sibley commu¬ 
nicated with me yesterday from Rosedale. He asks me for re-enforce* 
ments of infantry and cavalry. I shall be obliged to keep my cavalry 
on the west side of the river. 

I have concluded to establish a general hospital at Woodville, if it 
meets the general’s approbation, on account of the difficulty of trans¬ 
portation to Magnolia. No wagons can be had in the country. I can 
have river transportation to Bayou Sara and thence by a good railroad 
to Woodville. 

The work at this post is progressing well. Nothing else to report. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PRANK. GARDNER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Inspector General’s Office, 
Jackson, Miss,, January 12, 1863^ 

General J. E. Johnston, 

• Commanding, cfcc., Jackson, Miss,: 

General: Your order to inspect the troops and defenses at Port 
niidson. La., undej' the iinuiodiate command of jMajor-Genei'al Gardner, 
having been complied willi, I have the honor to submit the following 
rei)orl: 

To Lieuteuaiit-Goloiiel Harvie, assistant inspector general, was as¬ 
signed the si)ecial duty of verifying the muster lolls, noting deficiencies, 
general conduct, &c., of the tr<iops; lierewith is inclosed his iei)ort in 
lull,’' the most ju-oininent feature of which, namely, lack of discipline 
and inshnerion aiuoug the troops, with the very general inefficiency of 
the ollirers of llie comiiuind, 1 would ])articulaily direct your attentioUo 
The several l)atleri(‘s upon the bold liver front, extending over a mile. 
ar(‘. v(uy foimidahle, both from their commanding position and num¬ 
ber and cliaiaeter ol the guns in position, except perhaps the two 
32-pounders under the bluff called the Water Battery. The location of 
the sevenleen guns is good throughout, but I consider the defenses of 
the river def<‘eliv<^ iroiu tlie fact that all the magazines are placed so 
immediately upon the bank and built so high above it as to render prob¬ 
able the destruction of each and all of them by the shells of the enemj^ 
This defect lias pres(‘iited itself to General Gardner so that if time be 
allowed ic will be remedied. ^ 

Licutonant-(\)lon(‘l Smith, Ibrmeily an officer of the U. S. Navy, after¬ 
ward a <*olouel (‘oininaiiding a regiment of Louisiana Volunteers in the 
Army of the West, has been charged with the immediate command of 
all the heavy batteries by order of General Gardner. The selection of 


Not tound. 
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this most competent officer promises every success in case of an attack 
"by the gunboats of the enemy. 

The men and officers are already well instructed in the use of these 
heavy guns. Ammunition is needed and lias been required for. 

On the land side the defenses consist of a crimaillere line, connected 
by redans and curtains, extending over the distance of miles, the 
most important portion of which has already been completed, whilst 
the remaining part is being pushed forward by a large addition recently 
to the negro force employed on the work. Another line, extending for 
^ miles, had been commenced and considerable time and labor expended 
upon it, to be abandoned by order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton, as 
I understand. The general commanding at Port Hudson considers 
the most important portion of the entire defenses completed when 
he shall have connected the unfinished half mile of the work on the 
north side by a succession of rifle pits, nature having already assisted 
in the defense thereabout by a number of impracticable gorges. 

The quartermaster and commissary of the post report an estimate of 
six weeks’ suiiplies on hand. WitMn my observation there has been 
the grossest neglect in suffering a very large amount of corn to accu¬ 
mulate upon the river landing, to be damaged by exposure and lost by 
the daily increase of water. Hundreds if not thousands of bushels of 
corn will have been so lost. General Gardner’s attention was especi¬ 
ally directed to this evil, which had grown before he had assumed com¬ 
mand of the post. 

Much of the subsistence already accumulated is likely to be damaged 
from insufficient protection. Houses suitable for the purpose should 
have been long since built. In my opinion too much attention cannot 
be bestowed upon the care and saving of the subsistence both for man 
and beast at this post, especially when, in case of an attack, a large 
number of cattle at present subsisting on the adjacent farms will have 
to be cared for within the lines. The chief quartermaster of the post, 
Major Bennett, reports a daily consumption of Ibrage by animals in the 
public service to be within a fraction of 625 bushels of corn, this ex¬ 
penditure having been largely increased by the recent accession to the 
forces of both cavalry and artillery horses. I incline to the belief that 
his estimate of ‘‘sixty days’ forage on hand” is largely in excess of tlio 
fact. A very large proportion of the quartermasters of this command 
are not bonded, nor have they heretofore rendered their accounts in 
accordance with regulations. 

Quartermaster Captain McOluer is at present (uigaged in paying up 
the troops to the 1st of October; the officers to 1st of December. From 
all that 1 have heard serious detriment to the i)ublic service has grown 
out of the neglect to pay off at an earlier day the troops of this com¬ 
mand. Captain McCluer reports that he has been unable to procure 
bounty money for any portion of them. 

The commissary department appeals to be efficiently administered 
by Major Stockdale, so far at least as his books and accounts present 
upon inspection. Very few of the commissaries of the brigades arc 
bonded. The medical department, under Burg. T. R. Barnett, is ap¬ 
parently well cared for. He has besides the hospital of the ])ost two 
others of large capacity—one at Jackson, La,, 12 miles to the north of 
the post, with one at Clinton, 22 miles east on the line of communica¬ 
tion with Camp Moore. As this position is most liable to molestation 
by the enemy I suggested to the surgeon the proiiriety of removing to 
some safer point. 

The transportation at the post appears to be sufficient for all pur- 
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poses. The medical department reports abundant arranji^ements for 
the sick and wounded except ambulances, there being but three at the 
post. 

The commanding ofGicer appeared to be much embarrassed by the 
presence of a number of women and children at this point remaining 
in spite of his recommendations to remove^—persons wbo have come to 
occupy the liouses made vacant by owners removed away. It struck 
me as a matter of importance to the command to have possession of 
most of these houses for storage and hospital purposes. 

I submit for your view several papers relating to the condition of the 
post. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

OHS. M. FAUOTLEROT, 

Colonel^ Inspector‘GeneraL 


Hdqrs. Twektt-seoonb Brig-ade Texas State Troops, 

Columhus, Tecc., January 12, 1863. 

Lieut. Ool. H. L. Webb, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ &c,: 

Colonel : On Thursday last a committee of Germans waited on me 
at La Grange, professing to represent 120 Germans of Fayette County, 
and presented a written declaration, in which they set forth the situa¬ 
tion of their families, and stated their willingness to defend the State, 
provided they had guarantees that their families should be supported 
in their absence, but they ecopressly declared that they declined to take 
the oath to the Confederate States, because they kneic of no law requiring 
State troops to take that oath. The declaration also stated in substance 
that they were called upon to defend principles far removed from them. 

The Governor has the original declaration, and will send a copy to 
me and also to you, and I request that you wait for the receipt of the 
paper in order that you may judge the more fairly of its contents, as 
my memory may not serve me fully. The declaration, however, will 
support an indictment and arrest under the State laws, and it is the 
purpose of the Governor to have the ringleaders arrested and dealt 
with. The punishment is the penitentiary, not less than two nor more 
than five years. 

The Governor'arrived at La Grange on Thursday last and remained 
until Saturday and saw this committee, and gave them a very plain, 
positive talk, which I have no doubt had a good effect, and I have hope 
that the victory at Galveston and the knowledge of the conspirators 
of our being on the alert will have a good effect, and that most of the 
men will come to the rendezvous at this place to-day, it being the day 
fixed for it, but if there should be any reverse to our arms or a landing 
in force I anticipate trouble. 

I have sent commissioners to all the disafieoted regions—men of in¬ 
fluence, true to our cause—who have used persuasion and mild repre¬ 
sentations of the consequences to the conspirators, and a happy effect 
has been the consequence; and my belief now is that a few will desert, 
but that a large majority of the disaffected will come here to-day. I 
am credibly informed that one man declared to B. B. Hudiiall that he 
and others meant to go, but that at a good opportunity they would 
hoist the whiio flag and go over to the enemy\ I am now trying to 
get this statement on oath, and will, if able, submit it in form. 

60 B R—YOL XV 
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In conclasion, I will state that this movement is not confined alone 
to Germans, but men of our own race and country are concerned in it. 
Mild measures have been determined upon by the State officers as long 
as they will avail, but after the men are all (that will go) got into 
service then the Governor intends to deal with the ringleaders. 

Tours, very truly, 

WILLIAM G. WEBB, 

Brigadier-General^ Twenty-second Brigade Texas State Troops. 

P. S.—At present please address me here at Columbus. 


Jlstract from Metumof the District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, commanded hy 
Maj. Hen. J. Bankhead Magruder, January 12, 1863 (headquarters Galveston, Tex.). 
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Hdqes. List, of Texas, ISTew Mexico, and Arizona, 

Galveston^ January 13, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Hardeiman : 

Commanding Arizona Brigade., Harrisburg: 

General Magruder directs that without unpacking you will proceed 
at once to carry out your original instructions in regard lo quelling the 
Germans. 

E. r. TUKNEK, 

Captain and Assistant-Adjutant-General. 


Executive Department, 
Montgomery^ Ala.., January 14, 1863. 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War, Richmond: 

Sir: I have deputed one of my aides, Col. Eli S. Shorter, to visit Rich¬ 
mond and communicate in person with you upon the military defense 
of Southeastern Alabama and West Florida, adjoining our exposed 
territory. With this I hand you a copy of a letter* addressed by me 
to the President on the 10th instant, to which 1 respectfully and ear¬ 
nestly ask your attention. • 

I hope you will excuse the length of this communication and my im- 


*Not found. 
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portunity, for the reason that I desire definite and satisfactory advices 
from the War Department upon the several matters submitted. 

As early as the 4th of Kovember last I prepared and signed a letter 
to the President, a copy of which is herewith inclosed, which letter was 
forwarded for the signatures of the Governors of Georgia and Florida, 
and which, I am informed, was signed by them and duly forwarded to 
the President. The object of this letter was to secure the organization 
of a new military district in the territory described and for the pur- 
l)oses mentioned in the letter. I have never been advised whether the 
letter reached the President or whether any action was had, as requested 
by the Governors of the three States named. In a hasty interview with 
the President when he passed through Montgomery on his way to Mis¬ 
sissippi he remaiked that General Cobb’s command extended to the 
Choctaivhatchie Eiver in West Florida. General Cobb, in a letter of 
the 27th December, says: ‘‘My district is 150 miles wide, and extends 
from the Suwannee to the Choctawhatchie.” In reply to a telegram 
asking the boundaries of General Cobb’s district, General S. Cooper 
dispatched me on the 28th December that— 

The boundaries of General Cobb's district extend from the Suwannee to the Chat¬ 
tahoochee Rivers in Florida. He is principally charged with the defense of the Cha^ 
tahoochee and Apalachicola Rivers against approaches of the enemy's boats, and his 
command necessarily embraces both sides of these rivers. 

You see, therefore, I am still in doubt and uncertainty as to the pre¬ 
cise territory in Georgia, Alabama, and Florida which is^ embraced in 
the district commanded by General Cobb. On this point I ask for 
definite information, and in the same connection ask to be furnished 
with copies of the ofiicial orders fixing both the district of General 
Cobb and the Mobile district, now commanded by General Buckner. 

I wish also to call your attention to the condition of a company of 
sharpshooters now in the service of the State, and employed as a guard 
to tbe works being constructed on the Chattahoochee Eiver. This com¬ 
pany was raised in the summer of 1862, at Eufaula, Barbour County, 
Alabama, and tendered to the State as one of the companies forming 
our State Guard. The members of the company were nearly all ex¬ 
empts, over the age of thirty-five years, but many of them are now 
liable to enrollment as conscripts. It is a very efficient organization, 
and the company is positively needed in the valley of the Chattahoo¬ 
chee. I have therefore to request that this company be allowed to 
volunteer or to be turned over from the State service into the Confed¬ 
erate service for six months or twelve months, and to report to General 
Cobb for duty at one of the batteries on the Chattahoochee Eiver. 
The company is commanded by Capt. John Hardy, an efficient officer, 
with lieutenants of skill and gallantly. 

I beg your co-operatiou also in securing suspension of the enrollment 
in the counties of Barbour, Pike, Henry, Dale, Coffee, and Covington, 
and authority for conscripts in those counties to join the organization 
of Col. James H. Clanton for coast defense. The fact is that West 
Florida is so thinly populated and the contiguous counties of Alabama 
so denuded by their contributions to the Army that unless an efficient 
force is sent to that section a few hundred men will be able to sally out 
from Choctawhatchie Bay and rob and lay waste the country. The 
country near the coast is the common retreat of deserters from our 
army, tories, and runaway negroes. If Colonel Clanton can complete 
his regiment of cavalry and has authority to accept aud muster in two 
or three companies of infantry and can get a section of artillery, he 
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can drive the enemy to their gunboats, protect our salt manufactories 
on the coast, which are of urgent and great importance, and give secur¬ 
ity and confidence to the whole population engaged in their peaceful 
pursuits; and these results cannot be accomplished in any other way. 

On account of small-pox at Camp Watts Major Swanson has very 
properly directed that the conscripts must not be sent to camp until 
further orders. If allowed to join Colonel Clanton, and he be author¬ 
ized to muster them in as infantry, cavalry, or artillery, as they may 
agree, the public service will be promoted. I shall have to depend 
mainly upon the volunteers without the conscript age, for in the coun¬ 
ties enumerated there are but a few hundred conscripts left. Ifo coun¬ 
ties in Alabama have contributed their resources more freely and unre¬ 
servedly than they, and now, in their weakness and isolation, I appeal 
to the Confederate Government to allow their remaining few able to 
render military service to organize for the protection of their own 
homes. I insist that this application is a most reasonable one, and the 
country referred to has a right to expect a favorable response to it. 
General Cobb reports on the 27th December last only 800 men under 
his command in his entire district. I trust it may be compatible with 
the public service to allow him to re-enforce his command upon the 
plan submitted by him to the Department. 

In conclusion allow me to express the hope that the mission of my 
aide de camp may not be unavailing, and that the people of West 
Plorida and Southeastern Alabama, who are advised of my efforts in 
their behalf as well as myself, may not be disappointed in their and 
my own reasonable expectations. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. GILL SHOETBE, 

Governor of Alabama. 


Special Ordees, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal^s Office, 
iNo. 11. f Richmond^ January 14,1863. 

* m * ^ ^ ^ 

XVIIL Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith is assigned to the command of 
tlie Southwestern Array, embracing the Department of West Louisiana 
and Texas. The geographical limits of this command will hereafter 
be separate and distinct from the command of the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, named in previous orders. 

Lieutenant-General Smith will proceed with his staff to Alexandria, 
La., and assume this command. 

***** ^ 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters, 

17. ) Pori Hudson, La.^ January 14, 1863. 

* * * * * # 

IX. The following disposition will be made of the cavalry of this dis¬ 
trict, viz: 

Colonel Wingfield’s regiment, to be stationed at this post, to furnish 
all the details required in this immediate vicinity. 
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Lieiitenant-Oolonel Gantt to have command of the outpost, scouts, 
and pickets for the protection of the a])])! caches from Baton Itoap:e to 
this point and Oliuton. He will establish his main camps at suitable 
])omts in front of Clinton toward Baton Bou^e. His command will con¬ 
sist of his own battalion, Wilbourn’s battalion, Plain’s, Daigre’s, Nor¬ 
man’s, Stockdale’s, Terrell’s, and Stuart’s companies. 

Major Garland will have charge of the approaches from Baton Eouge 
to Camp Moore with his own battalion and Ehodes’ company. Lester’s 
and Herren’s companies, of Pinson’s regiment, will take post near Pon- 
chatoula, under the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel Shields. 

Any other cavalry commands not named in the foregoing orders will 
remain in their present positions until further orders, and report by let¬ 
ter to these headquarters. 

The movements above ordered will take place as soon as practicable. 
All details in the immediate vicinity of this post will be relieved by 
Colonel Wingfield’s regiment as soon as practicable. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner: " 


Acting Assistant Adjntant-General, 


Headquarters, 
Lavaca, Tex., January 15,1863. 

Oapt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Acting Adjutant-General, P. 8. Army, Galveston, Tex.: 

Captain : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your two com¬ 
munications of the 8th and 9th instant, and state for the information of 
the major-general commanding that the land adjacent to the position of 
the armed blockaders (now oft* Saluria) is unfavorable for land oi)era- 
tions except with the lightest pieces, and then the range is too great. 
The bridges and flat-boats affording communication between Iiidianola 
and Saluria have been burned or removed. The land is low and flat, 
and the only road to the Pass is on the margin of the bay. 

I would lespectfully submit the following for the general’s approval: 

If it is the intention of the major-general to attack the enemy’s ves¬ 
sels in this bay with a fleet from the east, I will fit up and man a 
schooner now in those waters of about 70 tons burden. There is also 
a small high-pressure steamboat, but of very little power, old and frail, 
and very slow. She may act as a tender, with a reserve of boarders and 
launches. Small sail-boats can be piocured, dismantled, and used as 
launches. 1 can mount on the schooner mentioned about two 24- 
pounders and one 12-pounder. 

I have about forty lances j no six-shooters nor cutlasses. My com¬ 
mand at this iiost is very small—only two companies ; but if the gen¬ 
eral approves of my flttiiig up the vessels mentioned I will older a suf¬ 
ficient force Irom the command at Coipus Chiisti to fill up the number 
required. It wmuld be necessaiy to order (iionel Biown to have a com¬ 
pany of his cavalry battalion on the ])eninsula to cover, if necessary, a 
gun detachment. The vessels off* Saluria are a three-masted schooner, 
with six heavy guns, and a mortar schooner, with a 10 inch mortar and 
two 32-pounders, and betw’cen SO and 100 men on both vessels. 

My orders from Geneial Bee contine me to this post, and I have not 
the ])Ower to detach a portion of my command even w^ere I sure of suc¬ 
cess. I most respectfully ask the major-general commanding that I 
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may liave through General Bee discretionary power to act as my judg¬ 
ment may direct in the management of my battalion, at the same time 
to act with prudence, and only attack or defend where there is a pros¬ 
pect of success. 

If the general orders to be put in commission the water forces referred 
to I will await his orders, and if the eastern fleet needs a good pilot 
from this place 1 will send one who can be relied on, tlioughi need his 
services here. 

It is humiliating to us to see in our bay a small force of the enemy 
and we have not the means to attack or destroy them. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAK D. SHEA, 

Major, Commanding Artillery Battalion. 


Speolal Oedbrs, ) Adjt. and Insp. Generali’s Office, 

1^0. 12. j Bielmond, Va., January 15, 1863. 

####*** 

XII. Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder, commanding District of Texas, will 
turn over to Lieut. Commanding J. N. Barney, G. S. Navy, the steamer 
Harriet Lane, lately captured in the waters of Texas. 

* * 

By command of the Secretary of War; 

JNO. WITHERS, 

Assistant -^1 djntant-General. 


Goliad, Tjqx., January 17, 1803. 

Capt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Houston : 

Sir: a copy of a comiuuiiication from llis Excellency lh(‘ (lovernor 
of the State of Texas, under date of January 12, LSOJ, lia.s lu^en for¬ 
warded from my headquarters at San Antonio for the pin iisal of tlic 
general commanding. 

As the protection of ilio fiontier of T(*\as fioin Iinli.in (h‘pre<lalions 
is a very important and sensitive question, 1 voiilil jo^p'oet fiillN iiMpiire 
if it is the wish of the general connnanding that 1 should still (‘ontiniu^ 
to be cluuged with that duty. The gre«it dislanei* of m\ eontein])hited 
headquarters at Brownsville from (his r(‘^poii'-il)ilit\ ma.\ imlnce (h(‘ 
naming of another officer for that (lnt,\ ; and in tlu^ mean lim(‘ I would 
state that there will be six companies of mounted num led on thc^ In¬ 
dian frontier after removing the live eompani(‘S of tln^ Stat(‘ r<‘giment, 
as ordered by the general commanding, to ])ro(*e(‘d to the Itio (Jrande, 
which if increased to 100 men each will, I think, 1 k‘ snflieicmt to give as 
much protection as the frontier has ever had ; and I would r(‘spectfiill.> 
recommend that the colonel of the State regiment, af(<‘r it is mustenMl 
into the Confederate service, be plac<‘(l si^eeially in charge of that line, 
and beheld responsible for such disposition of his coirimand as his 
practical knowledge of the frontier will enable him to make; then, with 
the necessary orders to the quartermaster, commissary, and ordnance 
departments, to keep the command abundantly sLii)plied with the nec¬ 
essary supplies, I think the expectations of the eonntiy will be met. 
shall (if not otherwise directed), so soon as I am informed of the 
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muster into Confederate service of the said regiment, issue the neces¬ 
sary orders, based on the above plan, but there will necessarily be a 
delay in my action. 

The six companies above alluded to are the five companies of the 
State regiment, and Captain li^'avarro’s company of Mexican citizens, 
now stationed on the ui^per line of Atascosa County, guarding a very 
important and much-frequented pass of the Indians. 

The company commanded by Captain Stucken, now escorting Fed¬ 
eral prisoners to Vicksburg, would be properly placed by attaching it 
to the frontier regiment. They are Germans from the frontier counties— 
so that the force will consist of seven companies. 

With great respect, vour obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 
Brigadier- General. 

P. S.—Since writing the above I have deemed best to issue the in¬ 
closed order, which I send to Governor Lubbock to be delivered to the 
colonel commanding the State regiment after the muster into the Con¬ 
federate service. 

There will be time for the general commanding to countermand or 
annul the orders by sending his communication to the Governor at 
Austin. 

H. P. BEE, 
Brigad ier- General. 


[Inolosure.] 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Western Sub-District, 

]sro. 3. f Goliad^ January 17,1863. 

I. Ool.-, commanding the regiment transferred by the 

Governor of the State of Texas to the service of the Confederate States, 
is hereby assigned to the command of the frontier of the State of Texas 
bordering on the Indian Territory. 

II. In compliance with the special order of Major-General Magruder, 

commanding the District of Texas, Col.-will order five 

companies of his regiment, with a field officer, to march forthwith to 
Einggold Barracks, for service on the Rio Grande. 

III. Capt. Angel Kavarro’s company of Texas Cavalry is temporarily 
assigned to duty with the frontier regiment, and will report to Col. 
-forthwith. 

lY. Five companies of the frontier regiment, together with Captain 
Navarro’s company, will constitute a command for the special protection 
of the frontier against Indian depredations. The colonel commanding 
will make such disposition of this force as his practical knowledge ot 
the frontier shall seem to him best calculated to give permanent protec¬ 
tion to the peoph^ of tin* frontier, and will be held responsible for the 
efficient service of his command. ^ . 

V. The six companies above mentioned are authorized to recruit their 
ranks to 100 men each, and for this puipose may enlist men between 
the ages of eighteen and forty not alieady assigned to companies in 


service. ^ ^ i ^ 4. +• 

VI. The quartermaster, commissary, and ordnance departments ot 
this brigade will make the necessary arrangements for the efficient 
supply of this comniaiid for twelve months. 

li. i . Dhilii, 

Brigadier- General. 
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State of Texas, Adjt. and Insp. Gen.^s Office, 

Austin^ January 17,18^. 

Major-General MagtEUDBE, 

Commanding^ &c.: 

The Governor has instructed me to transmit to you a copy of a com¬ 
munication from the Secretary of War, of date December 13 ultimo, 
and to bring to your consideration that portion of it, to wit— 

There is too, I suppose, little probability that the conscripts to be mustered into 
service from your State will be largely drawn upon during the winter months, and 
while otherwise unoccupied afc the camps of i^truction they might in case of press¬ 
ing necessity be temporarily employed, in conjunction with your State troops, under 
the general authority of the commanding general of your department, in repelling 
invasion— 

as, in the view of His Excellency, fully corroborating and confirming 
the policy already adopted by yourself in relation to the conscripts now 
within the State. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. Y. DA8HIELL, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Hdqes. Dist. of Texas, I^ew Mexico, and Arizona, 

January 17, 1863. 

Maj. H. H. Haynie, Brigade Commissary : 

Sir : The general commanding directs that you write to Colonel 
Gorgas for arms for this district. You will represent that the insurrec¬ 
tion by the Germans in several counties, the transporting of troops by 
the enemy to the Eio Grande, and the large number of unarmed troops 
ill the district render it indispensably necessary to the defense of the 
State that arms should be furnished by the Government without delay. 

You will telegraph to Colouel Gorgas to send some guns (^artillery) 
of the Williams pattern. With the cavalry they can bo used to gn^at 
advantage on the prairies. 

You will proceed to Monroe, ascertain whether the arms held subject 
to General Magruder’s order are on this side or the other side of the 
Mississippi. "You will impress all teams necessary for the transporta¬ 
tion of these arms, obtaining the authority from Lieutenant-General 
Holmes. You will proceed to Eichmond if necessary to procure arms. 

J. B. EUSTIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Senate Ghamuer, January 10,1863. 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : I inclose you a copy of the order from General A. G. Blanchard, 
in command at Monroe, La., to the captain of a company of cavalry 
stationed at Lake Providence. 

His order was given at the time the enemy made the recent laid in 
the parishes of Madison and Carroll, wlien they destioyed the bridges 
of the Vicksburg and Shreveport Eailroad over the Tensas Eiver and 
the Bayou Macon and otherwise damaged the road, and also burned 
the depot at Delhi, destroying considerable .private and public property. 
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From the best information I can get the enemy, it is believed, left; 
the Mississippi River with about 2,000 men, principally infantry. The 
point at wMch they left the river is known as Omega and is in the 
upper part of Milliken’s Bend, 25 miles below Lake Providence and 4 
or 5 miles below Terrapin Neck, which is spoken of in the order, and 
where there was a squadron of cavalry and an artillery company. 

The whole force of the enemy marched out to Dallas, where the rail¬ 
road crosses the Tensas River, and from there they sent out a squad of 
cavalry, numbering 41 or 42,10 miles to Delhi. This small detachment 
remained at Delhi several hours, committing various outrages, and as 
they returned left several of their number, who had 1;?ecome intoxicated, 
straggling by the way. When they got back to Dallas the whole force 
leisurely returned to the Mississippi River without losing a man except 
by desertion. 

The enemy were permitted to penetrate the country 35 miles and to 
commit the depredations I have spoken of, and also to burn one or two 
gin-houses and several hundred bales of Government cotton, and to steal 
a number of negroes, mules, and cattle, without any molestation. At 
the time we had within striking distance, in my opinion, from 800 to 
1,200 men, principally cavalry, armed with double-barreled shot-guns. 
We would have had more, but two or three of the companies belonging 
to the Thirteenth Battalion Louisiana Partisan Rangers were at home 
under furloughs granted to them as companies and including all from 
captain down. 

An illegal attempt to disband this battalion and to force it to become 
part of the Third Louisiana Cavalry, and the lieutenant-colonel to be¬ 
come the lieutenant-colonel of that regiment, assisted in producing the 
confusion which has brought this disgTace upon us. Even as it was, 
however, knowing as I well do the gallantry of the officers and men 
stationed in the parishes of Tensas, Madison, and Carroll, 1 am sure if 
a peremptory order had not been given them to retreat they would have 
made the enemy pay dearly for their temerity. 

I bring the matters presented in this letter to your attention with 
regret, but in my opinion some change should at once be made in the 
commander at Monroe. 


Your obedient servant, 


EDW. SPARROW. 


[Indorsement. ] 

Direct Major-General Taylor to investigate the case and give the 
necessary orders. 

• h). 

[Inclosnre No. 1.] 

Hdqrs. Military District op llfoRTH Louisiana, 

Monroe^ December 27,1862. 

Oapt. J. M.dKox^i, Commanding at Lake Providence; 

Captain: Bring all your men to this place. Take care not to be cut 
off. The enemy is at Delhi and may go up to Prairie Mer liouge to get 
here. Send word to the squadron at Terrapin Neck and the artillery 
to join you as soon as possible. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. G. BLANCHARD, 
Brigadier-Geve^ral, Commanding- 
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P, S.—If you learn positively that Monroe is taken, you had better go 
to Bastrop and cross the river ap there and then find me. 

A. a. B., 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Hdqes. Militaet Disteiot of Noeth Louislana, 

Monroe, Novetiiber 25, 1862. 

Col. J. P. Paegotjd, 

Commanding Third Louisiana Cavalry: 

Colonel: The following has been received from the major-general 
commanding Western Louisiana: 

Headquarters District op Western Louisiana, 

Alexandria, November 21,1862. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cliambliss will be considered as the lieutenant-colonel of the 
Third Louisiana CaYalry, and the brigadier-general commanding will take the neces¬ 
sary stops to enforce his orders. 

By command of Major-General Taylor: 

E. SUEGET, 
Aseiatant Adjutant-Genei'ah 

General Blanchard directs that you order Lieutenant-Colonel Cham¬ 
bliss to duty as the lieutenant-colonel of the regiment under your com¬ 
mand without delay, and instructs* you to enforce any orders you may 
give to Lieutenant-Colonel Chambliss in the capacity of his command¬ 
ing officer by arrest, as provided by the Array Regulations, if he refuses 
to obey. 

I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. RIDDICK, 
AssiHia7it Adjutant-General 


Richmond, January 20,1863. 

Maj Gen. J. B. Mageudee, 

Commanding, <f*c., San Antonio, Tex.: 

Genbeal: The President directs that the inclosed order, D^quiring 
Sibley^s brigade to proceed to Opelousas, La., be eanhMl into immediate 
effect, 

Yery respectfully, &c., 

S. VOOVFAl, 

Adjutant and Fnapector Qcncral, 

[Inclosuio I 

Special Oedees, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 
iN'o. 16. ) Richmond, January 20, 1863. 

* * * ^( X- X- * 

X. Sibley’s brigade of Texas Yoliiiiteers will imnn^diaKdy ])r()ceedto 
Opelousas, La., and report for duty to MaJ. Gen. liieliaid Ta,> lor. 

* * # -x -K. -H- X 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

dN ). WITlliOIJS, 
Asaintant xVdjutant-General' 
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Jackson, IVIiss., January 21,1863. 
Maj. Gen. Teank. Gardner, Por^ jSwefeow : 

There axe indications of another attempt on Vicksbnrg. It is proba¬ 
ble they may make one simultaneously on you. Be on the alert. 

J. 0. PEMBEETO:iir, 

Zieutenant-Generalj Commanding. 


Alleyton, January 21,1863. 

Maj. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: The Germans and others who had been in rebellion have all 
quietly submitted to the draft and all have come to the different ren¬ 
dezvous and been enrolled as soldiers. Those who were not drafted and 
are at home profess to be loyal and promise to submit cheerfully to the 
laws of the State and Confederacy. I shall soon hear from all the dis¬ 
affected portions of the country, and will advise you if the favorable re¬ 
ports are true. 

Colonel Hardeman’s command are the most disorderly, outrageous set 
of men I ever knew. Their officers have no control over them. They 
are guilty of all kinds of excesses. The planters and inhabitants gen¬ 
erally complain to me that they nearly strip them of everything they 
can lay hands on, and kill their beeves and hogs and steal" their poul¬ 
try. 1 have this day issued a special order, and directed it to be read 
at dress parade this evening. I have talked to the officers, and they 
acknowledge they cannot restrain these men. I inclose you a copy of 
the orders to show the general commanding for his approval. J also 
inclose a copy of an order, which I should have sent, together with the 
letter asking General Magruder to issue an order to Captain Baker to 
remain with the Arizona Brigade. 

I wish you would inclose me a few printed copies of General Orders, 
No. 30, issued January 8, 1863, ordering martial law in Colorado, Fay- 
(‘tte, and Austin Counties. I have only one copy. None has reached 
me by letter. 

After consultation with Lieutenant-Colonel TTar<leman and others I 
recommend the following-named gentlemen to be appointed provost- 
marshals, viz: Gapt. William I. llebert, for Colorado County; P. J. 
Shaver, esq., for Fayette County, and A. J. Bill, esq., for Austin County. 

You will pl<^ase inform me if the commanding general will appoint 
tlie military commissioners. 

I was to-day informed by Cai^tain Garey that no more corn can be 
had in this vicinity. Many persons of whom he expected to get some 
now decline to sell, and indeed to my own knowledge there is very 
little surplus in the country. The great demand for it in Western 
Texas has caused the scarcity here. Immense quantities have been 
shipped to supply that country. Captain Garey also informs me he 
has already issued 4,000 bushels to the Aiizona Biigade since they 
arrived here. They consume 8,000 bushels per month. It would be 
cheaper and a great saving to the Government co dismount the men 
and send their horses home to live in the ranges, and if necessaiy 
hereafter to remount them to repurchase their horses. Colonel Baylor 
is here on his way to San Antonio. He wished me to suggest to the 
commanding general, as coming from him, the propriety of remo\ing 
this brigade to Marlin, or near that place, in Falls County. He says 
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forage is plenty, and subsistence for the command can be easily obtained 

Sf^Mfo^Garey, quartermaster, I authorized E. B. 
Forrest, to rSaKhome negro men, Ms quota to be furnished 
FouJEes, ^q, them engaged in shelling and shucking 

SmfoJthS Government, Mr. Foulkes having sold the Government 6,000 
SSr The order to the troops, a copy of which I inclose, and this 

irk Vr ^ 

'^The’^Jolmel^'^^^^ m^^JSommeSfon, has prohibited the 

sale of intoxicating liquors. It meets the cordial approbation of all 

^‘l tfuSyou informed of all that transpires regiilarly. 

I Sve the honor to be, very respectfully, y^u^^ed^en^segant, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Adjutant-General. 

P S.—Direct to me at Alley ton, as I live here, and when I receive 
vonr communication I can reply at once, as the m^l leaves the mom- 
LTaS^it arrives at 8 a. m., and if sent to Columbus I cannot receive 
an answer until two days after. 

[XncloBartt.] 

SpeM order, issued at Columbus, Colorado County, Tex., January 21, 

Complaints Laving been made to these headquarters tluvt the sol- 
diers composing the Arizona Brigade, under the conmiand of Lieuten- 
Lt-Colonel Hardeman, encamped near this place, have been commit. 
tmg, and continue to commit, depredations on the peaceable citizens of 

*^Itls'^hereby ordered that the soldiers be encamped in inilitary order, 
and regular guards and sentinels posted as in the Army oi the Confeder- 
ate States, and no officer, non-commissioned officer, or pij\<.ite soldier 
will be permitted to pass the sentinels in the day or night without per¬ 
mission from the officer in command, and at no time will more than two 
men from any company be allowed leave of absence at the same time, 
■ and no furlough will be granted under any circumstances. 

The officers of the different companies will be answerable and held 
to strict accountability for any and all depredations committed b> their 

™^y order of Mai. Gen. J. Bankhead Magruder, commauding Texas 
and Arteoaa and New Mexico: n^xni.v L. WEBB, 

lA€ut^iui 7 it-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-OetisraL 


Poet Hudson, La., Jamutry 22,1863. 
Lieutenant-General Pembeeton : 

Banks has arrived at Baton Rouge with re-enforcenieuts. Number 

not known. ^ 

FRANK. GALDNFR, 

Major-GeneraL 
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Galveston, January 22,1863. 
Major-General Magruder, Eouston: 

Sir : Froui all I can gather it does not seem the enemy meditates an 
attempt to come into the harbor. The gunboat inside the bar about 
a mile, nearly opposite Strand street, and something over 2 miles 
from Fort Point, is e\'idently a feeler. The enemy’s force is no greater 
than it has been for the past fifteen days. Commodore Bell’s com¬ 
munication would indicate his belief in your ability to withstand any 
attack lie can make with his present force. In support of this opinion 
I will quote you, in substance: An attack by the enemy’s gunboats in¬ 
side the harbor would be fruitless in its results to the enemy without 
a sufficient land force to occupy the city. The sharpshooters we can 
bring to bear upon him in the channel will discomfort him greatly 
should he come in. In short, general, in my humble opinion, the enemy 
cannot drive us out of the city with the means he has at his command 
at present. Adopting this, we may place more confidence in the use of 
the railroad bridge as the means of seeming our guns in case of an 
emergency. 

Colonel Debray feels seriously the want of one or two guns at Fort 
Point, and an intermediate gun between Fort Point and South Battery. 
The colonel has instructed Major Bellersberg to investigate the practi¬ 
cability of placing one or more guns at Fort Point to-night and report 
immediately to you. I trust he t^I report favorably, ^d you will order 
guns placed there. If the enemy is not re-enforced with land and naval 
forces I have the grand confidence we can hold this little sand bank for 
all time to come. 

I leave on the Lucy Gwinn for Fest Bay; expect to-return this p. m. 

The flags of truce as arranged by you will keep off any bombardment 
for a day or two. To-day’s truce will be so arranged as to consume the 
whole day. 

Eespectfully, 

^ E. B. NICHOLS. 

Colonel Debray has read the above and concurs. 


Jantjart 23—4.30 p. m. 

Captain: Your dispatches concerning flag of truce and disposition 
of artillery and rams just received on my return from a visit to works, 
of which I will give a statement when I have seen Majors Yon Harten 
and Kellersberg. The Tennessee may have 500 men on board. I 
have not the least apprehension of an attack to-night with only ^e 
two gunboats and the Brooklyn; they are all looking very tame. Y e 
will, however, be ready for an emergency. Will not courtesy require 
me to send the general’s dispatch to Commodore Bell, even il‘ he does 
not threaten to-morrow? I may announce in my accompanying letter 
Colonel Burrell’s statement, which will give me an opportunity for an 
intercourse day after to-morrow. Watkins seems to have slightly in¬ 
terfered with their programme. DEBRAY 


Yioksburg, January 24,1863. 
Major-General Gardner, Fort Hudson, La .: 

EMmy end«.vormg to get Mott Violsbnrg 

Lieutenant-General, Oommanding. 
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Vicksburg-, January 24,1863. 

Major-General Gardner, 

Port Sudson^ La,: 

All steamboats in the Mississippi River between Vicksburg and Port 
Hudson will at once pass up Red River and there remain until further 
orders. Should any of these boats be in danger of falling into the 
hands of the enemy they must be destroyed. Enforce this order. Do 
your utmost to do so. 

J. C. PEMBERTOIvr, 
Lieutenant- Genera Gommanding. 


Headquarters Port Hudson, 

January 24, 1863. 


Maj. J. R. Waddy, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Jaclcson^ Miss,: 


Major: I inclose herewith a copy of a correspondence with Major- 
General Augur, commanding TJiiited States forces at Baton Rouge.* 

I report the following summary of affairs : 

1 had received accurate information that the enemy’s strength at 
Baton Rouge some time since consisted of tw’’enty-foiir regiments of 
infantry, four batteries, and three squadrons of cavalr>’. 1 have ouly 
had positive information of the arrival of four trans])orts with troops 
since. I estimate their force at about 10,000. Th(\y have lell(‘d trees 
and obstructed the roads and erected some fortifications around the 
land side and have been fortifying on the river front. Their pickets are 
kept close into town. They make an occasional expedition to the east¬ 
ward and south, and obtain sugar, molasses, and, it is supposed, cotton. 

They have withdrawn their encampment on the west side of the river, 
but occasionally make a foraging expedition on that side. It has been 
at different times reported thattheie are a considerable number of men 
in'the penitentiary for refusing to do duty. Major-Generals Banks, 
Augur, and Brigadiers Slie]>ley, Grover, and Billy Wilson are there. 

I need very much additional cavalry and a good cavalry commander. 

I am still obliged to keep two companies of cavalry on the-side 

of the river. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FPtANK. GARDNER, 

Major-GcncraL 


Headquarters District oi' Western Loihsiana, 

New fJanuanj 21 , ISd,*). 


General Johnston, 

Commanding Western J)ep((rtmcni^ C, W. Army: 


General : I have the honor toacknowl(‘dgc tin* n*(*(*ii)( of your com¬ 
munication dated Jackson, December ;; I, lS(i2, vhieh n‘nch(‘(l me only 
to-day.* 

The information communicated to you by Lieutenant Golonel Ihoad 
well, relative to the disposition of salt, is incorrect. Tln^ ])roporti()ii oi' 
the salt gotten out of the mines near this place, reipiired and used lor 


Not found. 
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packing beef, is comparatively small, and of the beef cured at the pack- 
ery the greater part of it has been ordered by me to be shipped to 
Vicksburg for the use of the troops in your department. So far from 
withholding a supply of salt from the troops east of the Mississippi, 
I am using every means within my power to ship a large quantity to 
that country. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. TAYLOE, 
Major-Gmeral. 


Navy Depabtment, 
Bichmondj January 24,1863. 

The President: 

Sir: For your information, with reference to the steamer Harriet 
Lane, I have the honor to report that on the 10th instant, in anticipa¬ 
tion of the War Department’s order to turn the vessel over to the Navy, 
I ordered Lieut. J. N. Barney, C. S. Navy, then at Mobile, to command 
her, and sent her full complement of officers to report to him at Gal¬ 
veston. I could send him but 20 seamen, but called upon Admiral 
Buchanan and Commander Brown to aid him in making up a crew, and 
instructed him to appeal to General Magruder to aid him to complete 
one. 

I instructed him to report the condition of the vessel at once, hold 
himself in readiness to go to sea, and await orders. He has instruc¬ 
tions for his cruise and funds to defray expenses. 

If Galveston is to be held she could render important service in the 
bay; otherwise I propose to send her to sea, if you shall approve, at 
the earliest moment. 

Lieut. Catesby Ap E. Jones, for whom General M'agruder apidies, can 
be detailed for service with him. He is now commanding the Chatta¬ 
hoochee. 

The appointment of a citizen to a post captaincy over the heads of 
nine-tenths of the naval officers, as recommended by General Magruder, 
could only be justified in my judgment by considerations which the 
case he cites does not present, even could it be done legally, which it 
cannot. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 

S. E. MALLOEY, 

Secretary of the Is ary. 

P. S.—The dispatch of General Magruder is herewith returned.* 


Port Hudson, January 25, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

The troops that arrived at Baton Eouge yesterday were two negro 
regiments, and increased the dissatisfaction. The council of war has 
not come to any conclusion. One week will detenuiue an advance if 
re-enforcements come, or evacuation if not. The new regiments are not 
trusted. 

FEANK. GAEDNEE, 

Major^Gmieral, 


See Magruder t@ Seddon, January 6, p. 931. 
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Headquaeters Arizona Brigade, 

Columbus, January 26,1863, 

Oapt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: The general commanding wishes to know why I have not 
reported. In reply I would say that I have made two reports to 
headquarters, and think it very strange that they have not made 
their appearance. 

The Germans in this section have become very quiet. N'early all of 
them have gone into the militia service. I have had scouts out in the 
country in different directions. They report everything quiet. I start 
out myself this morning with a detachment of 50 men. I understand 
there "are some of the leaders of the insurrection still in the country 
that have not gone into service. I will hunt them up and report to 
headquarters on my return. Brigadier-General Webb, of La Grange, is 
here; he reports everything going on moothly in that country; says 
there was considerable excitement there at one time. 

I will report on my return from this expedition. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. HABDEMAlSr, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Arizona Brigade, 


Headquarters Lower Eio Grande, 

Fort Brown, January 26,1863. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Houston, Tex,: 

Major : Owing to the fact that Brigadier-General Bee is en route to this 
post, I think it proper to address the commanding general directly, that 
he may be informed of the state of this frontier up to the latest moment 
without any unnecessary delay. 

I have the honor to report that I arrived at this post on the 16th in¬ 
stant, having a large amount of Government funds in charge, which 
have been turned over to the proper disbursing officers. 

On the 17th I assumed command of the Lower Bio Graiido, and im¬ 
mediately issued orders, and took the necessary stoi)s to carry out as 
soon as practicable the orders of the commanding general, as expressed 
in his orders to Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee. 

I have to report a great want of transportation on this line, also a 
remarkable scarcity of grass, of which indeed the country is literally 
almost bare. As to corn, none can be purchased at ])resent. These 
difficulties, together with the extremely low stage of water on the Bio 
Grande, which prevents steamboat navigation, do not permit as rapid 
a movement of the troops as is to be desired. 

I have consulted fully with Major Hart, quartermaster, and have 
given such orders fo Capt. F. J. Lynch, assistant quartermaster, as to 
secure a full supply of rations within sixty days for 5,000 men for six 
months. These supplies have generally to be ordered from the West 
Indies—more particularly corn. There is said to be a sufficient amount 
of flour at the mouth of the river, but the process of unloading vessels 
is very slow during the winter months. Last month, I understand, 
there were only two working days for the lighters. 

I have had a special interview with the Governor of Tamaulipas, 
Mexico, also with several leading officials of the city of Matamoras. 
They do not deny that there is a band of robbers and marauders in and 
about Mier, in their State, menacing our peaceful frontier relations, but 
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owing to the absence of tiieir military forces on service against the 
French at Tampico they are unable to lay hands on the outlaws. 

There is no Mexican force at this time on the Lower Eio Grande. 
All their troops have been sent to Tampicoj which place was evacuated 
by the French on the 14th instant and occupied the same day by the 
Mexican forces. 

The Governor and other authorities assure me of their deterniinatioti 
to aid in every manner within their power to put a stop to all difiBcul- 
ties, tendering to me the authority to cross over on their soil to punish 
the outlaws. 

I have not opened an official correspondence, preferring to await the 
arrival of Brigadier-General Bee, who is daily expected here. 

.The Mexican authorities, since the reported increase of our forces on 
this line, are evidently disposed to take more active steps to rid them¬ 
selves of the renegades who have infested Matamoras. 

Major Hart, quartermaster, who returned irom the mouth of the 
river last night, informed me that on the 24th and 25th instant from 
150 to 200 renegades were sent aboard the Abolition gunboat at the 
mouth of the river, and that the vessel was about to leave with them, 
destination supposed to be l^ew Orleans. This departure will leave the 
mouth of the river and Brazos Saint lago clear of Abolition war vessels. 

I have the honor to report the departure of the Hon. L. Q. 0. Lamar, 
minister of the Confederate States to the Court of Eussia, on the 25th 
instant, by the French vessel Malabar, bound to Havana. The Hon. A. 
Superville was to have left on the same vessel. 

There are two French war vessels and one English at the mouth of 
the river. 

I respectfully call the commanding general’s attention to the fact of 
there being numerous Government agents on the frontier. As <a gen¬ 
eral thing they are men totally incompetent to transact properly the 
most ordinary commercial business. They are constantly bidding one 
against another, causing the Government to pay excessive prices, and 
besides they throw a cloud of doubt over the transactions of useful 
and competent agents. Through them and others cotton permits are 
hawked about in Matamoras at the rate of a dollar a bale. 

With the proper organization of a jiurchasing department the Gov¬ 
ernment within the next six months can supply an army of 50,000 men 
with everything needed (except arms) through this port. But in order 
to accomplish this there must be but one agency, having at the same 
time entire control of cotton and transportation. 

The Government need not, except in special instances, for a particu¬ 
lar purpose or exigency, send abroad for supplies, but simply turn over 
the cotton upon delivery of goods at this place. 

I call the general’s attention to this subject for the reason that action 
upon this subject will be necessary to sustain the troops on the Lower 
Eio Grande. 

Up to this date I have not heard of the arrival of any of the forces 
ordered to the Eio Grande. Willke’s battery at latest date had not 
moved from Corpus for want of horses. Four days ago I sent an ex¬ 
press, directing the officers to press the necessary transportation and to 
move for this post as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

P. N. LUOKETT, 

ColoneJj Commanding Loicer Eio Orande. 

p, g.—We have a New York Herald of the 10th instant, which ad¬ 
mits fully the repulse of the Abolition forces at Vicksburg. 

61 E E — ^VOL XV 
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Mississippi Eiver, January 27^ 1863. 

GEOTiEAL; I have the houor to submit to you the following reports; 

Yesterday the Yankees landed a small foraging force from two trans¬ 
ports on this side, and had collected about 5,000 bushels of corn at Mrs. 
Barrow’s place, 1 mile above Baton Eouge. They succeeded in moving 
only a small portion of it on board their boats by night, leaving the re¬ 
mainder, the amount above specified, on shore without a guard. The 
young men of the Signal Corps, W. 0. Miller, D. M. Bedford, Edward 
B. Eoberts, John Ducker, and J. B. Holden, assisted by two young men 
citizens of the vicinity, Mr. Eobinson and Mr. Clark, conceived the pro¬ 
ject of destroying it, provided I gave them the authority to do so. I 
consented, upon the belief that I would be doing our Government a 
service by cutting off their supplies, especially in corn, as it would in¬ 
crease their difiSculties in maintaining a large force of cavalry either on 
this or the other side. Major Beard, commanding a battalion of infantry 
of General Sibley’s command, also gave his consent, 

The young men above mentioned proceeded to the place about 10 
o’clock and without any dfficulty succeed in setting fire to the corn, 
completely destroying it in less than two hours. 

The Yankees came up after the sheds and cribs containing it were 
in full blaze and attempted to save them, but were too late,- and after 
some ineffectual efforts retired to tbeir boats. 

I hope I have done right in this matter; and, if so, 1 will destroy any 
other they may attempt to remove, if unattended by any serious diffi¬ 
culty. 

There is no doubt now that the river will bo over the bank in a day 
or two, as tbe levee is entirely washed away at Captain Chinn’s place 
and the water is beginning to run over Ilow^ The crevasse will separate 
two of my signal posts and cut the cavalrj^ off from ns entirely. The 
greatest difficulty, however, will be iii the inundation of the railroad, 
preventing any co operation of General Sibley’s forces with yours, be¬ 
sides the cutting off this section of country for foraging purposes from 
General Sibley. 1 believe 1,000 men, with the prox)ei* iini)lemerits, could 
mend the levee in a day or two so as to save the country. 1 do not offer 
this as a suggestion, but only state it as a fact. 

I will of course do the best I can and remain avS long as possible. 
1 will soon have the lino complete to liosedale. Tlio rise in the river 
will be the only difficulty in the way. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedituit servant, 

J. W. YOTJNC^BLOOD, 
Captauij Commanding Signal Corps, 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond^ Va.^ January liS, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Eichard Taylor, Commanding^ rf*c.: 

General; The President has been informed tliat in a raid made by 
the United States troops from Omega to Dallas and from thence to- 
Delhi much loss has been suffered by the inhabitants; that the raid 
upon Delhi was executed by a single squadron of (‘avalry of some 40 or 
42 persons. This body of men remained in Delhi for several hours, 
committing many outrages, and some became inioxi(*ated, but they 
all returned to Dallas and the whole command to tlie Mississippi Eiver 
without sufieriug the loss of a man. This hiinentabie history is accoin 
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panied by a copy of the following order Jby Brigadier-General Blancli- 
ard :* 

* # * # # * # 

The President desires an investigation to be made into the circum¬ 
stances of this unfortunate affair of the management on the i^art of 
the Confederate officers immediately in charge, and that you give such 
orders consequent upon the investigation as the case may require, or 
report the facts, with your recommendation of the course to "be pursued.t 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. SEDDOX, 

Secretary of War. 


Hdqes. Dept, of Mississippi East Louisiana, 

Yickshtirg., January 28, 18C3. 
Maj. Gen. Eichard Taylor, Commanding^ : 

Sir: The exigencies of the service on the Mississippi Eiver make it 
of the utmost importance that the steamboats Falls City nnd Louisville 
should be fitted up for active operations. I hope therefore you will 
turn over these boats to Oapt. J. M. White and Capt. H. H. Beard, 
practical and energetic men, and aid and facilitate them in fitting them 
up. They are instructed and expected to do this work in the shortest 
possible time. They are of the opinion that all the material they need 
can be had on Eed Eiver. I would suggest that the powder and lead 
of which I wrote you yesterday will be forwarded on these boats. It 
will farther facilitate movements if you can cause our subsistence (for 
over 200 men for fifteen days) to be furnished these boats. Our supply 
of meat in this department is insufficient, and if it can be done you will 
serve us by sending a boat load of beeves and bogs to Port Hudson as 
soon as possible. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

J. G. PEMBEETOX, 
Lieutena^it-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Division of the Gulf, 

Mobile^ January 29, 1863. 

His Excellency J. G. Shorter, 

Governor of Alabama, Montgomery: 

Governor: On the 18th instant I wrote to Captain Farrand pro- 
])OJsing to take charge of the obstructions at Owen Bluff, but asking that 
the materials already collected for a raft might be turned over to the 
Confederate Slates and applied in the eonstiuetiun of sawyers, eou- 
nected together iu groups of eight or ten, forming w hen anchored three 
continuous and elosely adjacent lines across the river. I also asked 
that the laborers furnished by the State might be eontinned on the 
work and that the State should continue to pay them. 

The only objects of this proposition were to gain time in completing 
the obstructions and to make trial of the system of sawyers: apian 
wdiieh has been adopted elsewhere and is recommended by the Confed¬ 
erate States Engineer Bureau; it also meets the approval of General 


* See Inclesure No. 1 to Sparrow to Seddon, January 19, 1863. 

tSee Sparrow to Seddou, January 19, and Taylor to Scddou, Fehruaiy 19, 1863, 
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Buckner, and he has to-day directed me to have the sawyers constructed 
and jdaced in position. 

The expense will therefore be borne by the Confederacy, and I shall 
only ask of Your Excellency the use of the timber, tools, and labor which 
may be applicable by the plan now proposed. 

I trust that Captain Farrand will feel no sensitiveness on this subject, 
for there is nowhere any intention to trespass on his domains. It is 
only an effort to help in the common cause. 

Capt. George E. Walker, C. S. Engineers, will be placed in charge of 
the work. Three hundred laborers have already been asked for, to be 
employed in changing the location of the guns in reference to the ob¬ 
structions at Choctaw Bluff. It is believed that none have yet reported 
there, and it is important that they be sent forward as soon as prac¬ 
ticable. The commanding general now ])roposes to construct some de¬ 
fensive works on the land side of both batteries, and an increased force 
of 1,600 laborers will be required for that object and probably for thirty 
days. 

Captain Walker will want perhaps 300 workmen ^or the obstructions 
at Owen Bluff,-and thus the whole number wanted at those two points 
will be 2,100, in addition to the 5,000 already asked for by General Buck¬ 
ner for Mobile. 

I respectfully request that the whole may be sent forward promptly, 
and feel confident that the aid thus nobly furnished by the State and 
its Executive will soon result in the mostsatinlaetoi'y deleusive arrange¬ 
ments for the city and the interior country. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

1). LBADBETTER, 
Brigadier-dcneral and Engineer. 


[Indorsenioiit ] 


The suggestions of General Leadbetler meet with iny entire approval. 
The difficulties in the subsistence departineiit will removed. 
Eespectfully, 


S. B. BUCKNER, 
Major-(jcneral^ Commanding. 


it 


HEADQUAliTEUi^; Wj^STEKN SUE DlSI'UTCT OF TEXAS, 

Fort Droini., January .‘50, 1803. 

Maj. A. G. DiciaNSoN, 

Assistant Adjuiaut-Oeucralj Iloustou^ Tux.: 

Sir : I have the honor to reporl my aniv<il at tliis place, in accordauce 
with orders dated !i8th December. J am i>leased to inform you that I 
fiud matters quiet and with tli<‘ best i>ros])ect of a i)eaceal)le arrange¬ 
ment of the difficulties lately existing on tliis line. J have had no com- 
munication officially with the autliorities of Mexico, but will at the 
earliest moment place myself in oomniuiiicalion with the Governor of 
Tamaulipas, and endeavor to place our relations on a basis which will 
insure quiet for the future. 

I find that heavy importations of goods necessary for the wants of the 
army and people are being received at Matamoras. Not less than sixty 
vessels are now off the mouth of the Rio Grando awaiting the slow 
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process of lightering. I shall communicate with regularity all matters 
of interest occurring here. 

With great* respect, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army, 


Ab^trcat from Monthly Meport of the troops in the Department of Mississippi and East Lou- 
isiana, Lieut, Gen, John C, Pemhertonj C, S, A,, commanding, for month of January, 1863.* 


! 
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580 

mandma:, head¬ 

Field artillery. 1 

1 18 

342 

462 

quarters Port 
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20,733 



Port Hudson, February 2,1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

Nine hundred and sixty-two is the total efiective of cavalry at all 
stations, not including Ponchatoula. 

FLANK. GALDNEL, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Western Sub-District of Texas, 

Fort Broicn, Felrvary 3, 1863. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Asst. Adjt, Gen., Fist of Tex,, S, Mex., and Ariz,, Houston^ Tex.: 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communica¬ 
tion, dated Houston, January 20,1863, informing me that Colonel Woods’ 
regiment has been ordered by the commanding general to remain at 
Lavaca. 

It is proper that I should inform the general commanding that in my 
opinion the force at my disposal for the defense ol this point and the 
line of tbe Eio Grande is insufficient, and that I will be forced to fall 
back should tbe enemy appear in force. Not less than ten com])aiiies 
of mounted men will be necessary to guard the line of frontier from the 
mouth of the Rio Grande to Laredo, a distance of 400 miles, which would 
not be available to me in case of a landing of the enemy from the sea, 
as it is just at that time that the renegades, with their ^Mexican allies, 
will seek to cross the river into Texas for the i)arpose of co-operating 
with the invading force and the destruction of our stock, laiiclies. &c. 

* Abstract from wliole return will appear lu chapter co\eiing opeiatious against 
Vicksburg, January 20-August 10, 1863, Series I, Vol. XXIV, Part ll. 
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I would then have but one regiment of infantry, with hardly a mini¬ 
mum number of men to a company, to defend my two light batteries of 
artillery and repel the enemy. 

I am more than ever impressed with the great importance of the 
trade of Matamoras to our Army and people, and think it is worth de¬ 
fending ; but with less than 5,000 men it cannot, in my judgment, be done. 
While thus communicating my views I hope the commanding general 
will rest satisfied that, be my force large or small, 1 will to the best of 
my ability sustain the honor of my country and the unsullied reputa¬ 
tion of the soldiers of Texas. 1 confess, however, that I do not covet 
the distinction of leading a retreat from a point which my Oovernmeiit 
thought of sufficient importance to be placed in charge of an officer of 
my rank, and with great respect I ask the general commanding to re¬ 
enforce me to the above-mentioned number of effective troops. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-Oeneral, Provisional Army, 


Headquabters Western Sub-District op Texas, 

Fort Brown, February 3, 1863. 

His Excellency Don Albino Lopez, 

Governor of the State of Taonanlipas, Matamoras: 

Sir: Specially charged by my (Tovernment with the maintenance of 
friendly relations witli the Republic of IMexico and with tlie custody 
of the honor and dignity of the Confederate States in this ])ortion of their 
jurisdiction, I feel much regret that iny first connnuni(*ation to Your 
Excellency since my arrival on this irontier should em])raee questions 
which, involving the peace and dignity of'my (xovernnuMit, i)resent 
matters of the gravest consideration, and in their discussion 1 hog to 
assure you that in the terms of adjustment which 1 may indicate I am 
actuated by motives of the higliest respect and apiireciation of the 
mutual advantages accruing from the most fritnidly and cordial rela¬ 
tions and by due regard to the peculiar situation of tlu^ authorities of 
Mexico. 

On the 2Gth of December, 1862, an armed ])ai*ty of .M(‘\ican citizens 
crossed into Texas, attacked a train of (xovernnHud wagons, murdered 
three of tlie teamsters, and after plundering th(‘ train of all its eoiilcmts 
recrossed the Rio Grande and found shelter and pro((‘(*i ion on tin* soil 
of Mexico. On the same day another party erossi'd tlu^ riviu* at Ro 
Clareno and murdered an (‘stiniable patriot and citizen, tlu‘ chief 
justice of Zapata County, Don Isidro V<da. This parly was followanl 
across the river by Oapt. Refugio Dmiavides, of the ('onledmate Army, 
and punished as their crimes and atro('iti(‘s in(‘iited. 1 liav(‘ thus 
noticed two distinct instances of the violation ol‘ tlu‘ n(‘iilralit.\ ol Mex¬ 
ico committed by ber citizens. If these outragi‘s had b(‘en committed 
by the disorderly population wdiieli has heretofore notoriously existed 
on the frontier an excuse might he sought iu the iinsettl(‘d state of the 
country and that concomitant lawdessness which is inchlent to so de¬ 
moralized a state of society, and might have been classed with the 
many other instances of irregularity which have occasionally and un¬ 
fortunately marked the history of our respective natioualities; but thes(‘ 
outrages present other and graver characteristics. They were com¬ 
mitted by the (so-called) First Regiment of Union Troops, commanded 
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by Aiitouio Zapata, composed of Mexicans, carrying with them the flag 
of the United States, niul claiming to be the representatives of that 
nation; hence arises the gravity of the question. 

The Confederate States of America are at war with that nationality, 
for reasons well known to Your Excellency and which are now matters 
of history 5 that flag has no light on the soil of Texas; those who bear 
it are her enemies, and we are prepared to meet them as such and to 
test by the gauge of battle our right to maintain our declaration. In 
this contest Mexico, as well as the other nations of the earth, has de¬ 
cided to hold itself neutral, and in consideration of that neutrality the 
military authorities of the Confederate States on this frontier have, 
while watching closely the progress of events, contented themselves 
with from time to time giving such notification to the authorities of 
Mexico of what their enemies were plotting as was deemed by them 
necessary to avoid the grave results which unfortunately have followed. 
Yet these warnings have been without effect, and the soil of my country 
has been desecrated and the blood of her people has been shed by 
those who sheltered their plans and movements under the neutrality of 
the hag of Mexico, and so far from being restrained from future evil or 
punished for past oftenses are even now preparing for a repetition of 
these outrages. 

I have the proof that the consul of the United States at Matamoras, 
whdse exit from Texas, where he resided for many years, was marked 
by improprieties of conduct which render him a fit representative of 
the nationality of the United States, has originated and with specious 
promises of the plunder of our ranches and desolation of our country 
has organized and put in the field this collection of outlaws in Mexico, 
appropriately named the ‘‘First Eegiment of Union Troops.” 

I deem it my duty respectfully to ask if it is the intention of the Gov¬ 
ernment of Mexico'to permit a continuance of these things, or whether, 
in full view of her duties as a neutral, she will at once take such meas¬ 
ures as, while indemnifying us for the past, will prevent their repeti- 

tion. , T. j 

I herewith inclose an invoice of the property stolen by the armed 
party which crossed the river at Las Cuevas, for which I feel justified 
in demanding from the State of Tamaulipas full restoration and in¬ 
demnity.* I also inclose the names of the leaders of this movement, 
with their residences,* and ask that you will cause thern,^ such as are 
citizens of Texas, to be arrested and delivered to me for trial and pun¬ 
ishment, and such as are citizens of Mexico to be dealt with according 
to her laws. I also most earnestly urge Your Excellency to take prompt 
steps to disperse all combinations within your territory hostile to the 
Confederate States and to restrain all future mavements of a similar 
nature, so fatal to the peace and interests of both people. 

With great respect, 1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army. 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, I^ew Mexico, and Arizona, 

Houston^ Tex.^ February 5,1863. 

Hon. James A. Sebdon, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: I inclose you copies of communications from Colonel Eeily, 


•Uot found. 
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commanding Sibley’s brigade, and myself, in respect to an allegation 
made by Maj. Gen. E. Taylor of the detention of Sibley’s brigade in 
my district. I am prompted to pnrsue this course, as it is very difficult 
in times like these tor truth to overtake error. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ’ J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 


[IndosTire No. 1.] 

Headqtjaetbes Sibley^s Brigade, 

Houston^ Tex,y January 31, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, (&o.j Washington^ La. : 

General : The opportune arrival of Captain Harrison has for the 
first time since the brigade reached Texas enabled the quartermasters 
of the regiment to pay off the troops and to proceed with efficiency 
and speed to furnish the transportation and quartermaster’s supplies 
of which the command have been so long destitute. 

In previous communications you have been informed of the bank¬ 
rupt condition of the quartermaster’s department, the unpaid, almost 
unclad, and half-armed condition of the troops, and the absence ol 
those means so essential to the efficiency of the brigade. 

When I reached San Antonio in September last, bearing to you from 
Eichmond, Va., the order from the Secretary of War to report your 
command to Major-General Taylor at Opelousas, La., of September 1 
ultimo, I inquired of Captain Harrison as to his ability to furnish us 
with transportation. He reported his utter inability for the want of 
funds, and the same destitution existed when I received your subse¬ 
quent orders to report to you at Bichmond, Va. 

1 used every formal and official influence in my power to get my regi¬ 
ment en route, but without success, as we had no money and the bri¬ 
gade had no credit in this department. Shortly after this came an order 
countermanding the march to Virginia and directing the brigade to 
report to Monroe, La. A short time previous to the receipt of the last 
order I was ordered by Special Orders, No. 28, VI, of November 18, 
1862, to report to General Hubert at San Antonio. 

Major-General Magruder having assumed command of this depart¬ 
ment I reported to him at Houston, and on the 1st December last was, 
by order of General Magruder, during your absence, as senior colonel 
assigned to the command of the brigade. A few days after this Briga¬ 
dier-General Scurry reported himself to General Magruder and as¬ 
sumed command. Brigadier-General Scurry issued an order also imt- 
ting me in command of the brigade, with instructions to report at 
Monroe, La. He, however, although iiilbrmcd of tlic destitutiou of 
funds and unpaid condition of the men and officers, i'urnished no moans, 
and I have occasion to believe made no efibrl to obtain funds. With 
these orders before me to march to Monroe, La., I appli(‘(l to Major- 
General Magruder. He gave to Captain Lo(ffinitz, my quartermaster, 
on my promise that the loan should be r(‘pai(l ojil ol* llie iirst brigade 
funds received, a requisition on Major Minter at San Antonio for 
$56,800, which was to pay for forage for one luonlli of over 2,600 
horses and mules, extra-service men, toainsters, hoisesho(‘ing, and 
the hire of teams, at a rate not to exceed $20 per day ibr eacli wagon 
and team. lie informed me that he did not feel jiistiiied on account of 
the limited funds in hands of the quartermaster to let us have money 
to purchase the number of wagons and mules and other qiiartermastei^ 
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stores for a command leaving this department, but would do all lie 
could to facilitate the march of the brigade. Whilst the quartermaster 
was doing all he could with limited means and no credit the Federals 
invaded Galveston. General Magruder ordered me to concentrate all 
the armed men at Harrisburg, a point 0 miles below this city, on the 
route to Galveston, at the same time instructing me that the prepara¬ 
tions to take up the line of march for Monroe in obedience to the orders 
of Lieutenant-General Holmes must not be discontinued. Similar in¬ 
structions were given to the commanding officers of the regiments. 

We were in a short time ordered to Galveston, but it was the volun¬ 
teers on the cotton gunboats furnished by me to General Magruder, 
seconded by their equally gallant commander from this brigade on 
land, who contributed so materially to the success of that brilliant ex¬ 
pedition. 

Some time since I mailed you the order of General Magruder issued 
to the officers and men of Sibley’s brigade” when he gave us such 
praise. 

I believe he appreciated the valor, courage, and patriotism of the 
brigade. It has exhibited to the world its ability to conquer both on 
land and sea and its readiness to take the risk of reaching the foes of 
our land wherever they may be.—on sea or land. 

The brigade has been under orders to take up the line of march with 
all possible haste, but owing to the scarcity of transportation, the bad 
condition of the mules, and absence until two days since of necessary 
funds the colonels have not had the power to put their regiments ou 
the march. 

Five of my companies took up the line of march on the 27th ultimo, 
and others will follow so soon as the transportation ai rives. 

The expedition to Galveston has not occasioned delay in the march 
of the brigade. 

You are well advised of the destitute condition of the brigade when 
it reached El Paso and how much more destitute it became in all the 
materials necessai y for military operations when it reached Sun Anto:do. 

Nearly two months since I wrote to Lieutenant-General Holmes as to 
the condition of the brigade. I have advised in letters some time since 
the Adjutant-General, Quartermaster-General, and yourself of the fact 
that, although the troops had been in service nearly eighteen months, 
the men had never received during all that time bounty, mileage, bat 
little clothing, only $170 each pay, and that the First Eegiment (Eeilv's 
Fourth Texas IMounted Volunteers), who had turned over their horses 
hy your order at Socorro, in New Mexico, and had to remount them¬ 
selves at their own expense, had ne\ er as>et been paid for their horses. 

I must again call your attention to this matter, and request that you 
adopt such steps as will secure these brave and patriotic men the com- 
liensation for their propert}^ which they deserve. 

After we received the last order to march to New Iberia and report to 
you, and having heard that Captain Harrison had gone to :yOur head¬ 
quarters and would not likely come here, and being pledged to see that 
the money advanced upon my pledge by General ]Ma^’rnder, and find¬ 
ing that the transportation could not be hired, I instiucteil Captain 
Loebnitz a few days since to turn the funds over to Major Bloomfield, 
chief quartermaster on the staff of General Magruder. ibis he did be-^ 
fore leaving Galveston, and since oar return from there this portion of 
Texas has been flooded with the most immoderate laiiis, flooding the 
whole country and rendering the roads almost impassable and e\ei^ 
stream swimming. 
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As an illustration of the troubles that overrun us, Captain Locbuitz 
has had 6 wagons and 70 horses for my regiment on the road from Vic¬ 
toria for abbut twenty days; at the last account they had gone into 

camp until the waters subside^ ^ • x n, ^ 

Fntil the arrival of Captain Harrison nothing emcient could be done, 
althou'^h General Magruder has been urgent we should report to you 
at New Iberia, realizing as he does the importance of our being there. 
Now that funds are in hand new life and energy are imparted to all 
departments, and we shall march with all practicable speed. Tour 
brieade comes to you with increased renown, determined to win laurels 
as fresh and brilliant on the banks of the Mississippi as they gathered 
in Galveston and Galveston Harbor. 

With rcreat respect, yours, 

JAMES EEILY, 
Commandhifj Brigade. 

[Inclosiire Ifo. 2.] 


Headquarters SlBLEY^s Brigade, 

Jamiary 31, 1863. 

General: I regret that the letter did not rcacli your quarters until 
after your departure for Galveston. If you have the time and patience 
to peruse it I think you will find it contains the explanation of your 
connection with Sibley^s brigade to the extent you desired in your com¬ 
munication to me of the 30th ultimo. It is to be a hard and difficult 
task to report the brigade at New Iberia. In such wc^ather, on such 
roads, and with our transportation we are doing all that can be done. 

There is not an ofiicer or man in the brigade that does not feel proud 
of having fought under your immediate coiniiiand, and wc separate with 
sorrow from a hero who has learned us how to coinpier both ou laud 
and water. 

With sentiments of highest resi)ect, 

JAMES EEILY, 
Colonel^ Commanding, 

r. S.—You can forward the iindosed, it’ 3011 se(‘ lit, to Lieutenant- 
General Holmes. The original goes to Briga(li(‘r-General Sibley. 

JAMES UEILY. 


[Addenda ] 

Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexkjo, A^D Auizona, 

llonaton^ T(\i\^ Fthniarg 5, 1SG3. 
Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, Comdg. Dint. 0 / Loifisiana: 

General: Having understood that .>011 altiihuli'd to im‘ tli<‘ (hdeii* 
tion of Sibley^s brigade, I iiielose >011 eopiiss oC eoimrniiiieations i’rom 
Colonel Reily, commanding brigade, showing that this was not the 
case, and that you did me injustice in liohlmg sneli opinion. Tlie use 
of a portion of Sibley’s brigade in tli(‘, atta(*k on (lalseston caused no 
delay in its departure, which the aeeompanying pai)ers will show for 
themselves, but that, on the eontraiy, every laeilil^ has been afforded 
them to hasten their march. I would resp(*et I’nlly ivipiest, as you are 
geographically nearer to Lieutenant-General [Iolnu\s tlian in,\self, that 
you forward to him co])ios of these documents. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGRdDER, 

MdioV’ Gen (ra I, C* * in in a n ding. 
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[Indorsement ] 

Headquastees District op Western Louisiana, 

Alexandria^ Fehrnarif 22, 1863. 

Respectfully forwarded to the lieutenant-general commanding Trans- 
Mississippi Department by request of Major-General Magruder. 

E. TAYLOR, 

, Major-Goner ah 


Headquarters, 

Port Hudson. La,. February 6,1863. 

Maj. J. R. Waddy, 

Assistant Adjutaiit-General^ Jaclcson^ Miss.: 

Major : I have the hondr to report that the troops of this command 
have been consolidated into the following organizations: 

The infantry consists of three brigades—Maxey’s, BealPs, and Gregg’s, 
and the unattached companies of Lewis’ infantry, English’s light artil¬ 
lery, and a battalion of dismounted Partisan Rangers, recently organ¬ 
ized. The heavy artillery consists of the Twelfth Louisiana Battalion, 
First Tennessee Battalion, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
De Gournay, and a portion of the First Alabama Regiment. 

All of the unattached cavalry companies, Hughes’ battalion, and Ninth 
Tennessee Battalion of Cavalry have been temporarily placed under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt, now camped at Olive Branch, 
near Clinton, La., and doing all of the outpost duty and scouting toward 
Baton Rouge. 

Major Garland, with his cavalry battalion and Rhodes’ company, is 
stationed in front of Tangipahoa, picketing all of the approaches from 
Baton Rouge in that direction. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Wingfield, having reorganized his battalion of 
Partisan Rangers, is performing all of the essential cavalry duty within 
the fortifications, and also has two companies upon the west side of the 
Mississippi River as a protection to the Signal Corps. The infantry and 
artillery garrisons that were at Camps Moore and Clinton have been 
withdrawn to tliis point and cavalry substituted in their places. 

The two cavalry companies at Pouchatoiila were ordered there by the 
lieutenant-general commanding and reported to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Shields, from whom I have been unable to obtain a report thus far. 

I inclose herewith a roster of this command, and it will be seen that 
I have accounted for all of the troops except the two cavahy companies 
at Pojichatoula. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Majur-dtniraL 


Shelbyville, February 8 , 1863. 
Hon. J. G. SnORTER, Montgomery, Ala.: 

The mayor of Mobile complains that General Pemberton’s orders in 
regard to" corn in Mississippi i)roduce distiess in ]\Iolnle. 1 cannot 
meddle witli General Pemberton’s mode of supplying liis troops at this 
distance. Have suggested to the mayor that Soutliern Alabama can 
furnish abundance of corn. Will you suggest to him how' Mobile may 
be supplied ? 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 

General. 
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Poet Hudson, February 8,1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pembeeton : 


The information from Baton Eouge is reliable. Force estimated at 
24,000; deserters say 30,000. ‘ . 

’ ’ FEANK. GAEDiTEE, 

Major-Generalj Commanding, 


Jaokson, February 9,1863. 

Major-General Gardner, Port Hudson: 

Tour last letter (telegram) indicates a diminution of enemy^s force; 
that of day previous an increase. In consequence of increase I had 
ordered another brigade to you. If possible give me definite informa¬ 
tion. I shall act on your answer at once. 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- Genera Z, Commanding, 


Port Hudson, February 9,1863. 

Lieutenant-General Peiviberton : 

Enemy first increased, then diminished, his force. I was informed 
each day. Major Bradford has last letter. Force now 19,000. 

FRANK. GARDNER, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Riohmond, February 9, 1863. 

Lieut. Gen. B. Kirby Smith, 

Care of General Pemberton^ Jaclcson^ Miss,: 

Your command of Southwestern Army has Ixhmi enlarged so as to em¬ 
brace the Trans-Mississippi Department. Lieutenant (Jeiural Holmes 
will still remain in that department, and it is suggested l*or your con¬ 
sideration to visit his headquarters before proceeding* to \V(‘st Louisiana. 

S. (^OOPER, 

Adjutant and Insjuctor General. 


Headquarters Trans-Mississipi>] Department, 


Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder, 

Commanding^ rf'C., Jhmston^ Tvx. 


Fihrnary 10, 1863. 


General: Your letter of Decend)er liO in rel‘erene(‘ to arms and in¬ 
closing a letter from the Governor of T(^\as on tlie sann^ suhj(‘(jt is at 
hand. The lieutenant-general eommamling* din^ets me to say in answer 
that he has sent to you all the arms that it is ])t)ssibl(‘ for him to send. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ y. y. ANDERSON, 

Assistant Adjutant-GeneraU 
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Headquarters Wester:^ Sub-District of Texas, 

Fort Brown, February 10,18G3. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Asst. Adjt Gen., Bist. of Tex., N. a7id Ariz., Houston, Tex.: 

Sir: I have the lionor to inclose, for the information of the general 
commanding, an extract from a private letter just received from the city 
of Mexico. The writer, Mr. Olivier, is a merchant of Monterey, and has 
been doing a large business with Texas. 

1 am satisfied that Governor Yidaurri, of Nuevo Leon, will not re¬ 
spect such a decree as the one intimated in the letter of Mr. Olivier, 
but it is highly probable that Governor Albino Lopez, of Tamaulipas, 
will do so, and in that contingency I shall feel justified in taking pos¬ 
session of the city of Matamoras if my force is sufficient, and holding it 
until the goods which are now there destined for Texas have been passed 
over the Eio Grande. I do not pretend that I have any other right to 
do this than that which my iiower to do it may give me, nor i)erhaps 
could it be justified by any other plea than that of necessity. 

The occasion is appropriate to again allude to the value to our Gov¬ 
ernment of this trade through Matamoras, and to suggest that the full 
strength of the Quartermaster’s Department, backed by all the authority 
of the commanding general, may be put forth to avail ourselves of its 
benefits. Every wagon in Texas ought to be loaded with cotton by the 
1 st of April for Government account and forwarded to this place. The 
season for discharging vessels off* the bar with facility is very short— 
say six months at the most; it requires two months fbr ox w'agons to 
make the trip, and it will necessarily be midsummer before much cot¬ 
ton can be got here, and every possible energy should be put forth at 
once. 

I am fully impressed with the fact that our time for availing our¬ 
selves of this trade will be short. In view of the heavy stocks of army 
goods now in store and the number of vessels off the bar (over sixty 
in numl)er), loaded principally for Texas, 1 cannot but think that oar 
enemy will very soon attempt to deprive us of it. It is notorious that 
this port did not require more than a dozen vessels in a year to do its 
trade before the war; and the enemy are as well aware of the fact that 
these cargoes are intended for us as we are ourselves and hence they 
will attemi)t to stop it, and the necessity of getting all or as much as 
wc can is apparent. 

The iorce under my command, it need not be disguised, is too small 
to impede a deteimined effort to take Fort Brown, and I presume they 
will send a large force if they send any. 

I have addiessed a communication to Governor Lopez concerning 
the relations of this frontier, but have no reply as yet. I will forwaid 
copies wLen received. 

1 have not received a letter or paper from Texas since the 10th of 
January, notwithstanding my order to Major Minter, chief quarter¬ 
master, to establish a regular express eveiy four days, and I \»ould 
respectlully call the attention of the general coininanding to the im¬ 
perative necessity of a regular, speedy, and certain means of commu¬ 
nication with headquarters. The mails are wholly unreliable. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier General, Provisio7ial Army. 
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[Inolosiire.] 

Monterey, Fehruary 1, 1863. 

J. A. Quinton, Esq., Matamoras: 

My Esteemed Friend : I inclose copy of extract of a letter I have 
received from Mexico. You can use of the same confidentially. 

I shall probably leave here the day after to-morrow and hope to 
meet you in that city. 

Truly, your friend, 

L. OLIVIER. 


[Sub-mclosnro.] 

The principal object of this is to give you some information that may 
be interesting. The American legation here have learned that large 
quantities of cloth, blankets, &c., are being sent to Texas across the 
Eio Grande. They have applied to the Government in order that all 
such articles may be confiscated. 


January 17. 

I have just learned that an order addressed to the American consul 
at Matamoras to prevent the exportation of goods across the Eio 
Grande has been issued and will be sent to-morrow. 


Hdqrs. Dist. op Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Hoitstouy Fehruary 11, 1863. 

His Excellency F. E. Lubbock, 

Governor of the State of Texas': 

Sir: I have the honor to ackno\vle(lg(‘ the recei])t ol' your letter of 

the-instant. It gives iiiegi-eat i)l(*asui e to be able to Jinnonnceto yon, 

as I now do, that the coast of Texas is occupied and for the occupa¬ 
tion of our troops from Sabine to tlH‘ Eio Giamh^; tJiat the emany has no 
longer a foothold on the soil of Texas, and that his blockading s({uadr<)u 
are his best ships, which keep at a r(\s])(*ct fnl distama^ from oiir shores; 
that the Eio Grande, that frontier so vital to ns, is strongly h(‘l(l !>> num 
and guns, and that 1 now entertain gn*at ho])es tliat 1 shalLla^ able to 
fortify it so as to render it \ery difiieult if not iin])<)ssibh‘ for th(‘ (oamiy 
to take it from us. 1 lK)])e ere long to hav(‘ a ll(‘(‘t of war \(‘ss<‘ls on 
that river, which will insure great securi(,\ in that dir<M*lion. ^Jothe 
heroic Capt. Leon Smith, skillfidly and br<iv(*ly .siippoi t(*d by ('ai)tains 
Lul)boek and Saugster, of the l>a.\ou Cil> and ]SI(*ptiin<*, and to th(‘ gal¬ 
lant Texans, under their devoted haideis Colomds (in^cn and Ilagby 
and Captains Wier, Martin, Snyder, ami Jlaiby, we are indebted i*or the 
glorious initiation so hands()m<‘i,\ folloved up by tin* Sabine exiieditioii 
under the command of that most al)l(‘ and daring oflicer Maj. O. M. 
Watkins, supported gallantly by Captaims Fowler and doliiison, of the 

steamers Belle and Uncle Ben, and by Captains-,-, of tlie 

land forces, and by the soldiers andcroAvs, each of wlioni deserves to be 
gratefully remembered by the country and especially l).\ the Stale of 
Texas. I communicate to you oflicially the names oi‘t h(‘ ranking officers 
as an encouragement to them and others to still greater exertions. 

I am glad to be able to inform you that order and a better state of 
feeling are reported as existing in the disafiected regions. 1 have con¬ 
fined the declaration of martial law to the three counties of Colorado, 
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Austin, and Fayette, in which this disaffection showed itself. I hope 
soon to see the ordinary tribunals again in operation. The ringleaders, 
who have been apprehended, were by order turned over to the civil au¬ 
thorities, as these acts were committed prior to my declaration of mar¬ 
tial law. 

Not being able to see you, as I desired, and being averse to interfer¬ 
ing with the industrial pursuits of the country, unless demanded by 
necessity, I have ordered the militia recently called out at my request 
to return to their homes after depositing their arms with the ordnance 
officer afc Houston. The expulsion of the enemy from our coast made it 
unnecessary for them to remain longer together. Their arms will be 
placed in the hands of volunteers, who will be stationed at convenient 
places for the enforcement of order and the protection of loyal citizens, 
whilst they will be ready at any moment to repel invasion. In the mean 
time the militia called out has been arranged into companies and can be 
assembled at very short notice. Would it not be a good plan to pursue 
the same course in other parts of the State? 

I am informed that there are a great many deserters and stragglers 
in Texas from our armies in the field, and I respectfully recommend that 
the State brigadier-generals be ordered by Your Excellency to aiTest all 
such and send them to the nearest military post or camp, whether con¬ 
script or not. I have ordered the provost-general to order his agents 
throughout the States to arrest such persons, whether officers or enlisted 
men, but think the aid of the State brigadier-generals would be of value. 

1 write in great haste and merely glance at these subjects, knowing 
whatever depends upon you will be done. I read with great pleasure 
your excellent message and concur most heartily in your views, and in 
concluding cannot but express to you, Governor, the sincere Ratification 
it affords me to feel that I am supported so ably and so cordially by the 
Executive of the State which I am here to defend, and in whose welfare 
I feel so deep an interest. 

Tory respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[J. BANKHEAD IMAGEUDEE, 

Major~Ge7ieraL] 


Military Conor and anot of the State of Tamaulipas, 

February 11,1863. 

General H. P. Bee, 

Commanding Line of the Bio Grande, Fort Brown, Tex,: 

Sir : I have had the honor of receiving your note dated the 5th in¬ 
stant. I acknowledge the satisfaction with which I have learned that 
you have been commissioned by your Government to cultivate relations 
of friendship with the Mexican Republic and to watch oyer the honor 
of the Confederate States, and I do not hesitate to believe that the 
commission will result to the advantage of both frontiers, which, with 
their inhabitants, are severed, as belonging to different nations, but 
united in their interests. The latter are so blended, as well on account 
ot their ])roxiraity as the exceptional circumstances which have gi\eii 
rise to their commercial intercourse, that any disturbance in Texas 
would react on the Mexican citizens, who would be the first in leeling 
the effects of a change or an attack on the public tranquillity of this 

frontier. , . . 

It is therefore to the interest of the Mexican authorities to preserve 
the most friendly relations with those of the State of Texas and to pre- 
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veut the fitting out of expeditions from the soil of Mexico to commit 
hostilities against the former. This conduct is in pursuance of the prin¬ 
ciple of strict neutrality, which underlies the policy of Mexico in the 
contest between the Confederate and Northern States, and is in most 
coidormity with international law and the interest of this Republic and 
l^articularly the interests of this frontier. 

These considerations cause me to welcome any event which may tend 
to consolidate the harmony and good relations of the States, and hi this 
view I have confidently relied that the result of your appointment will 
be the security of peaceable citizens in their persons and praperty, as 
well as the punishment of all those who under the guise of defending a 
political principle intend to harass and depredate on this frontier. To 
that end the Mexican authorities are disposed to contribute with their 
efforts, in the conviction that the only means of securing the tranquillity 
and property of the inhabitants of this line is to prosecute the criminals 
and chastise them for their crimes. There is a floating population on 
this frontier, consisting of individuals who alternately claim citizenship 
in Mexico or in Texas, as suits their purposes; who change their resi¬ 
dence whenever obliged to do so by the prosecution which always fol¬ 
lows them, thus evading the laws and securing their impunity. The 
inhabitants of Mexico have sufiered from these men every species of 
^outrages, which went unpunished because the facility of crossing the 
tfrontier line nullified the action of the authorities, who, though power- 
Jess, were not ignorant of the names of the perpetrators. Availing 
themselves of the domestic convulsions of the State of Tamaulijias, they 
raised the banner of a party and their career of crime. These men, 
through whom so many grievances have been borne by the peaceful 
inhabitants of this frontier, are precisely the same who call themselves 
to-day the First Regiment of the Union.” You arc not unaware that 
some of them are citizens of the State of Texas and that others were 
lately residents of the same State, whence they crossed to Tamaulipas. 
All of them took part in the last disturbance which look place on this 
liver, and when the force of arms obliged them to seek a place of safety 
they crossed the Rio Bravo, leaving tlie Mexican authorities without 
the power of chastising them. 

The organization of the bands wliich have foraged in Texas being 
considered in its origin, it is to be noted that they are made up of 
those whose means of livelihood is the commission of crime j that what¬ 
ever may be their denomination the essencio remains the same; and 
that though raising a standard in Texas or in Tamaulipas, they in truth 
seek only to cover their intentions of pillaging the property of peace¬ 
ful owners. If you should desire to corroborate the statement which I 
have the honor now to present to you il will be easy to acquire the 
necessary information, which, if obtained in a sj)iiil of impartiality, will 
place the accusers on this frontier in their true light. 

I regret that a misunderstanding of these fuels should have given 
rise to reports which, presented under the influence of alarm and pas¬ 
sionate excitement, have stamped with a serious character these events, 
which of themselves were not uncommon, but increased in their pro¬ 
portions in the ratio of their distance from the ])laee of occurience, 
while the first impression could not be efiaeed until, the passions having 
cooled, the reality could be ascertained. This moment has arrived. The 
Mexican authorities, ever willing to accede to just demands, do not 
hesitate to seek concord with those of Texas in securing the tranquillity 
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of both sides. Orders have been issued leading to this, and the capture 
of a ringleader with some of his followers three months ago are the 
result. Others of the same band have been brouglit to justice, while 
a part of the stolen cattle has been turned over to the military authori¬ 
ties of that line, or the value thereof paid to the owners whenever thej’ 
have presented themselves to claim the stock, which had been sold to 
avoid the expenses of keeping the same. 

The Mexican authorities have put into play every means to destroy 
the organized band of Zapata, and have fulfilled their duty to the State 
of Texas as part of a friendly nation. The two cases to which you 
refer in your note were beyond their control, and therefore the neutral¬ 
ity of the Eepublic in the struggle between the Confederate and Northern 
States has not been violated; for if parties of men crossed the river 
and committed depredations they were pursued in the Mexican Terri¬ 
tory by Mexican troops, and in their dispersion some of them were 
captured. The mere fact that they should seek a refuge on this side is 
not a violation of the principle of neutrality, inasmuch as they had 
withdrawn from the obedience of all law 5 they acted on their own ac¬ 
count, and were subject, like all criminals, to answer before the courts 
for their acts. When raising the flag of the United States and crossing 
to the left bank of the Bravo they committed an ofiense which affected 
the Eepublic of Mexico, and in proceeding against them the latter ob¬ 
served the position of neutrality, which has been its policy. There are 
many acts similar to this to be found in the history of the United States. 
Expeditions fitted out against friendly nations have been prosecuted by 
the authorities, and when, notwithstanding their efforts, they were car¬ 
ried out the responsibility of the nation w^as saved; and, moreover, if 
the expedition failed the participators were brought to trial after seek¬ 
ing an asylum and protection in the American territory. These are 
the requirements of the law of nations, and only when they are not 
respected can nations be made reponsible for their toleration of the 
wrong committed. 

The Mexican authorities therefore have not violated the principle 
of neutrality^ they have not contravened the law of nations, but have 
satisfied the demands which have been made under that law, and they 
have in all their actions demonstrated their fealty and good faith, as 
required by the interests of the Eepublic and of the Mexican citizens 
residing on the frontier. 

The indemnification for stolen property, when the authorities of 
Mexico have fulfilled the duties imposed on them by the law of nations, 
would be a precedent established to the disadvantage of the Eepublic ; 
for you are informed that in other times this State, as well as New 
Leon, has been the victim of similar forays to those siiflered by Texas, 
and that the same men who to-day. under the name of Mexicans, attack 
your frontier have previously, calling themselves Texans, committed 
their robberies in Mexico, betaking themselves with the proceeds of 
their pillage to the left bank of the Bravo. Likewise in the political 
contest of Tamanlipas, and especially the last one, the citizens of 
Texas, either of Mexican or American origin, have ciossed the river 
and attacked all the Mexican towns, greatly to the injury of the Gov¬ 
ernment and of private individuals, after which they sought impunity 
by fieeiijg to Texas, where they even now leniain. The obligations to 
be deduced from the law of nations arc founded on reciprocity, and 
therefore whatever may be the duty of the Mexican Government it is 
justified in identical cases to require the same conduct from the aiithor- 

(62 R R—VOL XV 
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ities of Texas ,* otherwise the Eepublic of Mexico would be made to 
bear all the burden. 

In the foregoing conclusions are to be embraced the complaints made 
by you, and the demand for the extradition for the Texan citizens who 
have taken part in the above-mentioned expedition. 1 would have no 
objection to consent to the latter when said individuals would be ar¬ 
rested; but as in so doing I should be fulfilling a treaty of extradition 
which is not binding on the Confederate States, because they seceded 
before its enactment, there would be no reciprocity. I shall then limit 
myself to punish them for past offenses committed on this line, and 
also for those which they are now guilty of under the law of nations, 
the same being punishable according to our statutes. 

There has not been hitherto a certain rule which would direct the 
intercourse between both sides, of that vacillating character which they 
have had for many years past. My most vehement desire is that the 
confraternity and the friendly harmony which should prevail in the 
interests of neighboring countries should rule, in order to avoid in Texas 
the organization of expeditious against Tamaulipas and in Tiiraaulipas 
the assembling of men to depredate in Texas. Joint efforts alone will 
result in the complete pacification of the two frontiers and the efficient 
pursuit of offenders, who under the pretext of political principles dis¬ 
guise their intentions to injure honest and peaceful citizens. I have 
therefore desired to place on a secure basis the relations of Tamaulipas 
with Texas, and being notihed by you thal» you entertain similar senti¬ 
ments I hope that the mutual good ollices rendered by both States will 
effectively put an end to the crimes they have alternatcdy suffered. 1 
request that you communicate yoin* ideas to me, so that, having estab¬ 
lished the basis of an understanding, a result, may be obtained favora¬ 
ble to the interest of the li'ontier of liotli countries. 

Accept, sir, the assurances of my conskleratioii and esteem. 

Liberty and reform. Heroic Matamoras. 

A. LOPEZ. 


Allkaton, [Tex.J, February 11,1863. 

Oapt. Edmund P. Tuknick, 

Asfiistanf Adjutant’ General: 

Sin: I lla^e just nluviied fioin xisilmt; (’oIoii<*I Ilardiaaan at (Jo- 
lumbus. He has been ^ely si(*k, but is now H‘(io\(a ing, and will be lit 
for duty in a few da^s. He d(‘sires me to Jiilbun lli(‘ gcmaal command¬ 
ing that there is one small company and a s(ina<I of Irom 15 to 20 men 
encam])ed in the village of ('oluaibus, callial ('oo])\\ ood’s battalion. It 
appeals Ooopwood had authority to raise a l)attaIion, but failed to do 
so, and abandoned tlu* iittem})t, soHolomd Ilaid(‘inan informs me, and 
Colonel Hai’demaii also recjiiests nu* to ask the commanding general to 
dismount the command and assign llKun to som<‘ command. They are 
now doing no service, but are insuboidiimte and committing depreda¬ 
tions on the citizens of the villag(‘. Complaints \\(‘r(^ ma<l(‘ to me, and 
I requested tlie oflicer iu command, dming t li<‘illness of ('oloiud Harde¬ 
man (Colonel Madison), to okIct them out of town to a new camping 
ground. This he informed me to-day hi^ liad doiK‘. J would respect- 
tally recommend they should be disjnount(‘d and assigned to some corps 
where their services may bo made valuable. J sent the jnisoners that 
we had in coiiliiiement at Columbus to llic* provost-marshals of the 
counties of Payette and Austin, with directions for lliein to turn them 
over to the civil authorities. The escorts were commanded by lieuten- 
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ants belonging to Captain Eountree’s company. The one who com¬ 
manded the escort to La Grange, Fayette County, has retumed, and 
informs me that on his arrival at the county seat the prisoners were 
turned over to a magistrate, who immediately discharged them all and 
permitted them to return to their homes'. I sent them to the provost- 
marshal under the impression that the civil authorities would confine 
the prisoners until the district attorney (Colonel Delaney) could collect 
his evidence and proof and then go into trial. The escort to Austin 
County has not returned. I vsdll visit La Grange, as I know (unless I 
am much deceived) that evidence sufficient can be procured to con\'ict 
a part of them. 

Colonel Hardeman has ordered Captain Eountree, with his company, 
into Austin County, about 30 miles from here, into the disaffected dis¬ 
trict, where there is an abundance of subsistence and forage, with orders 
to suppress any insurrectionary movements among the citizens by dis¬ 
arming and arresting them. Captain Eountree’s company is composed 
of good men, who are subordinate, and he is a prudent man himself, who 
will act with discretion, and his men will not trespass on the persons or 
property of the people. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENEY L. WEBE, 

Lieutenant'Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPEOiAii Orders, \ Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

IsTo. 35. I Bichmondj Feh-uarij 11, 1863. 

####** 

IX. Brig. Gen. A. G. Blanchard, Provisional Army of the Confed¬ 
erate States, is relieved from further service in the Conscription De¬ 
partment of West Louisiana, and will report to Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby 
Smith at Alexandria, La., for assignment to duty. 

^ ^ * * * * *■ 


By conimand. of the Secretary of War: 


JKO. WITHEES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Gjbneeal Orders, ) Hdqrs. Bist. op Tex., N. Mes., and Ariz., 

Ifo. 24. ) Houston, Tex., February 13,1863. 

I . Ool. X. B. Debray is hereby relieved from the command of the 

Eastern Sub-District of Texas and is assigned to the command of Gal¬ 
veston Island and Virginia Point. . 

II. Brig. Gen. William E. Scurry, haying reported for duty, is assigned 
to the command of the Eastern Sub-District of Texas. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. Bankhead Magi-uder: 

E. P. TUEXEB, 

Cajptain and Assista7it Adjutant-General. 


Fort Brown, February 15,1863. 

My Dear General : I fear you will be tired of my nnofSoial com¬ 
munications, and hope you will write me if you prefer my addressing 
you through the official channels, 
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I send you the correspondence with Governor Lopez, which is by no 
means satisfactory, but from the last clause in his letter I am sanguine 
of arranging my matters satisfactorily. The further negotiation will 
be conducted verbally and only the results put in writing. 

I inclose the contract which I have made for 6,000 muskets, which I 
hope you will be pleased with. I have ascertained that a further sup¬ 
ply of arms can be obtained in Havana, and am negotiating for their 
purchase. As this is not properly within the scope of my duties I 
would be glad to receive the sanction of your authority (privately), for 
I consider that I render most important service when I get arms for our 
troops. The parties wish to deliver 1,000,000 pounds of powder. Does 
the Confederacy want it, and what shall I give for it ? The fact is, 
general, that all contracts should be annulled so soon as we can get 
cotton here to buy what is needed, for nearly everything is here or can 
be got here very promptly. 

1 am pleased to say that my position here is daily bringing me into 
connection with those who can be used with great advantage to the 
Confederacy. 

The reason why 1 mark this private is for what follows, and which is 
in my possession through influence which I could hardly have hoped to 
secure so soon after my arrival. 

Mr. Bustamente arrived here from Hew York en route to the city of 
Mexi io. He was sent by the Government to purchase arms in Hew 
York, and carried letters from Mr. Corwin; he has purchased 65,000 
stand of arms, and they are expected here very soon. The bills of 
lading are here (I mean of course Matamoras), and the sum of $700,000 
is to be paid when the arms are delivered. An assessment has been 
.made on each State in Mexico for its quota of the amount, andT have 
it from good authority that the amount will not be forthcoming and that 
not one-half will be ready for the payment. On understanding this I 
made a proposition to the authorities to let me in as a partner, and the 
answer was, “ If we can pay for all, we require all; but the Confederate 
States shall have all we cannot pay for,^^ with which I was of course 
much pleased. 

How, general, what shall I do, and how shall 1 do it? The matter is 
of great importance to us in a political view, and 1 shall obtain full 
documeutary information of the whole affair, that they may, through the 
proper authority, bo laid before the Emperor Hapoleoii, that he may see 
what kind friends he has in the Lincoln Goveriiiiieiit, as T shall prove 
the connection of Corwin with it.* I think sometimes that I will, by a 
bold dash, seize the vessel and take the arms, but there are many ob¬ 
jections to it; the vessel will be in neutral waters and not liable to" cap. 
ture, and it would be a most violent breach of faith with m.y neigbbors- 
The best way is to be prepared to take advantage of the poverty of the 
contracting parties and get our share, which 1 am satistied will be a 
large one. There will be time to get your answer, Avlii(;h I lioiic will be 
sent by swift express, and 1 will thank you to iiii’orm me, if we need 
arms, how many we need. What resource, other than cotton, have wc 
to pay for them with ? Shall I press every bale of cotton J can find on 
this side of the river for that purpose with the iiromise of it being re¬ 
turned ? And when will it be returned ? And any other suggestions 
that may occur to you. 

The Mexican authorities are much astonished as to liow I got iny in¬ 
formation, but as it was so exact they had no resource than to tell me 


See Magruder to Cooper, March 3, p. 1004. 
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all about it. I respectfully suggest that you keep this matter as quiet 
as possible for many reasons, but the one I offer is that it is the special 
request of the Mexican authorities. I send you a Xew York paper with 
the ^‘intercepted dispatches,and suggest that you inform the authori¬ 
ties that if they will send their mail to me I will forward by a ])erfectly 
secure conveyance on the 2* th of each month from Tampico. The Eng¬ 
lish steamers run regularly, and the correspondence will be safe from 
capture, and although slow, is more desirable than to read them in our 
enemy’s papers. 

The news from Mexico is that Forey is advancing on Pueblo. He 
will find two hundred pieces of cannon to meet him. The news from 
New York is to the 28th ultimo. No battle at Fredericksburg, but the 
foray of the Charleston gunboat, which broke the blockade and caused 
Benjamin to declare the port open. I was much pleased with the re¬ 
flection that he was following your example. 

Yours, truly, 

H. P. BEE. 

A letter from Europe says that the writer was on board of the 294; 
that the 293 had gone on a pleasure trip and not returned. The 291 
and 292 must be out. Who sunk the Hatteras ! They say it was done 
by one of their own ships by mistake. 


SiG-NAL Post E, 

West Baton Rouge, February IS, 1863. 

General Gardner: 

One transport loaded with troops arrived at Baton Pouge yesterday; 
five more at Plaquemine, also with troops, on their way up. One large 
transport touted by two steam-tugs and loaded with provisions came up 
late yesterday evening. General Banks lias siezed all the steamboats 
in the river to transport troops and supplies to Batou Ptouge. One 
transport went up Bayou Plaquemine and the Y^ankees re])ort her cap¬ 
tured by our men. The Yankees say they will attack Port Hudson in 
a few days wuth large force; also they will have a force on this side 
soon. 

The Laurel Hill brought up 200 men (Cavalry and infautiy). She 
took corn and molasses from John Bird’s plantation ; scoured the coun¬ 
try to capture us, but failed; took all our clothes, &c. Tiireaten to re¬ 
turn in three days. Say they have six mouths’ supply of corn and pro¬ 
visions now at Baton Rouge. , 

' W. C. MILLEK, 

fiignal Operator ^ Post E . 


Alleyton, [Tkx.], Fthrucit ']! IS, ISOJ. 

Oapt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: I anticipated the commanding generaVs cider on the petition 
of the women of Austin County, which I only received this day. It 
was left at the hotel at Columbus, at vhich ])lace I received it. I vis¬ 
ited the town of New Ulni and called on most ot the persons who made 
the affidavits, and I find their statements to me differ materially from 
their statements to the general. They all say the injuries they received 
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were inflicted by two men named MacElroy, two named Henderson, 
and one other, a straggling soldier belonging, it is believed, to General 
Sibley’s brigade, whose name I have not learned; but Lieutenant Stone, 
who commanded the detachment, says he thinks he can get it and will 
inform me. From what I have already learned it appears Lieutenant 
Stone called on the MacElroys and Hendersons to lead him during the 
night to the houses of the disaJftected Germans. The men he employed 
were enemies of the Germans generally, and no doubt took him to the 
houses of innocent persons. He divided his command into two squads, 
went with one himself and sent the other under a non-commissioned 
oflicer, so as to make all the arrests at about the same time, and he 
says he knew nothing of the outrages being committed until some time 
after he had removed the prisoners and the persons who committed 
the crimes had left him. He denies having struck a woman with the 
hilt of his sword. He is apparently a mild, good man, but unfit to com¬ 
mand, not enforcing subordination and discipline. I have no doubt 
but the soldiers behaved badly by pushing the women away from their 
husbands and some bruises were inflicted, but they all say the serious 
injuries were inflicted by the guides employed by Lieutenant Stone. 
The lieutenant says he would have arrested these men and brought 
them prisoners to Columbus if he had known in time that they had 
committed these outrages on the women and children. I told him the 
officer in command was answerable for the conduct of his men and for 
that of all persons he employs. 

Colonel Hardeman intended making all the arrests himself; started 
out for that purpose, was taken sick, and was compelled to return with¬ 
out accomplishing his object, and then sent out Lieutenant Stone (as 
he assured me to-day), having the greatest confidence in his discretion. 

I will carry out the order of the general fully. I go to the counties 
of Austin and Fayette in the morning, and will see all the parties com¬ 
plaining and look into the matter closely, and have the arrests made of 
all I can get hold of who were concerned, and report to the general 
through you on Tuesday next. I assured all the citizens of the county 
whom I saw that the commanding general would pursue the very 
course he has, by ordering the arrest and punishment of all persons 
who trespassed on the rights and privileges of the i>eople, and that he 
was the last man who would suffer violence to be used toward persons 
arrested or to their families. 

I inclose one communication from Captain Garey, quartermaster, 
and one from Colonel Delaney.* Please lay them before the general ibr 
his decision and action. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HBKEY L. WEDB, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-Oeney'ul, 

P. S.—I will have the aflulavits taken anew before a disinteresied 
justice, and get a good and reliable inteipreler, as noiui of tliese ]jer- 
sons speak English. I will endeavor to have jiisli(‘e done all parti<‘s. 


Heabqtjartees Sibley’s BuiaADE, 

Houston^ February 18, 1803. 

Lieut. Stephen D. Yancey, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Houston: 

Lieutenant : I have the houor to report, in obedience to instructions 


Not found. 
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17th instant, on Monday, the 9th instant, five companies 
of Colonel Greenes and five companies of Colonel Bagby’s regiments 
marched j also on the 10th instant five companies of Colonel Eeily^s reg¬ 
iment took up their line of march. 

There are other companies of the regiments now ready to march, bnt 
their progress has been stopped by the impassable condition of the roads 
and streams; and although the line of march is under water, and San 
Jacinto and Trinity Rivers axe so high as to overflow for along distance 
^e county, yet the troops will press forward as rapidly as possible. 
The remaining companies of Belly’s and Green’s regiments will be on the 
road before Saturday next. When the remainder of Colonel Bagby’s 
regiment will march depends upon transportation: he is using every 
exertion to get ready. 

Up to the arrival of Capt. W. H. Harrison, brigade quartermaster, 
there were no funds in the regimental quartermaster's hands to pur¬ 
chase supplies and the brigade had no credit. 

Respectfully, yours, 

JAMES REILY, 
Commanding Brigade. 


Headquarters District op Western Louisiana, 
Alexandria^ La.^ February 19, 1863. 

Hon. James A. Sbddon, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have just returned to my headquarters at this post, and beg 
respectfully to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
28th ultimo, having relation to the late raid of the enemy in Northeast¬ 
ern Louisiana.* The facts therein cited are substantially correct. In 
the latter part of December, 1862, while in the southern portion of the 
State, near Berwick Bay, I received from Brigadier-General Blanchard 
various dispatches to the effect that the enemy were advancing into 
the interior and that Monroe was threatened. At the earliest possible 
moment I went to Monroe, where I learned the true state of affairs to 
have been much as described in your letter. A body of tlie enemy bad 
advanced to Dallas, and thence a small party or squadron of mounted 
men had penetrated to Delhi by a road unknown to General Blanchard 
or at least unguarded, destroyed the railroad, the bridges, and a small 
amount of Government property. I had previously given to General 
Blanchard the most minute instructions in regard to the disposition of 
his forces on the immediate river front and the necessary steps to be 
taken in the event of an attack by a superior force of the enemy. These 
instructions were either not carried out at all or so badly executed as 
to induce me to relieve Colonel Pargoud, the ofacer in command of the 
forces opposed to the enemy, from command. 

This ofiicer had been placed in command of a regiment of cavalry 
composed of Lieutenant-Colonel Chambliss’battalion of Partisan Rangers 
and four independent companies, and application for his appointment 
forwarded to the War Department. He had been highly recommended 
to me as an officer who had had considerable experience in the French 
service. The application, however, was never acted upon by the De- 
])artment, and after the occurrence of the above facts he was imme¬ 
nse© also Sparrow to Seddon, January 19, 1863, and seu Seiies T,yol. XVII, for Bui*- 
bridge^s report of the expedition from Milliken^s Bend. 
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diately relieved from command, and Chambliss’ battalion restored to its 
oi^iginal organization, as will be seen by my letter to the Adjutant and 
Inspector General dated January 10, 1863. 

The whole affair was disgraceful to the service in the extreme, and 
was so characterized by me in a personal interview with Brigadier- 
General Blanchard, and in my report to Lieutenant'General Holmes 1 
informed him that General Blanchard would be relieved as soon as an 
officer could be obtained to replace him. Having none at my disposal, 
however, lhave appointed a post commander at Monroe, relieving Gen¬ 
eral Blanchard from command of troops, and confining him to the duties 
of commandant of camps of instructions in this district, as originally 
assigned by order of the War Department. This was done previous to 
the receipt of your letter. 

Under these circumstances I would respectfully suggest that further 
investigation is unnecessary. The only report I am able to render is 
that of the utter incompetency of Brigadier-General Blanchard for any 
command, and to this effect I have previously expressed myself to the 
Department. 

In justice, however, to Colonel Pargoud and the officers and men un¬ 
der him I would state that since this affair and before the receipt of 
the order disbanding the regiment much activity has beisn displayed 
and good service performed by them in several instances. Colonel 
Pargoud from the beginning has given evidence of possessing ability 
and soldierly qualities, and had succeeded in reducing the regiment to 
a good state of discipline. I am convinced that the unfortunate results 
above alluded to are attributable chiefly to the incompetency of Brig¬ 
adier-General Blanchard. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOR. 


[Indorsements.] 


Seceetaut of War; 

What is the present position of General Blanchard and what action 
is recommended ? 

JEPFERSOH DAVrS. 
April 1, 1863. 

Conscript Bureau: 

Is General Blanchard still in command of conscript cam]) in Lou¬ 
isiana or otherwise charged with the execution of the consciipt law in 
Louisiana'? 

J. A. SEDDON. 

Bureau of Conscription, 

April 3, J86:i. 

Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War, with tlic 
information that by a special order from the Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office, No. 35, February 11,1863. General Blanchard was ic- 
lieved from conscript duty in Louisiana and ordered to report to Li^ait. 
Gen. E. Kirby Smith for assignment to (lut^L Colonel Waggaman lias 
been ordered to duty as commandant of conscripts in the place of Gen¬ 
eral Blanchard, relieved. 

G. J. RAINS, 

Brigadier-General^ ^nperintendenf. 
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Hbadqdartees District of Western Louisiana, 

Alexandria^ Febniary 19,18(53. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Maoruder, 

Commanding District of Texas^ <fcc. ; 

General: Tours of the 5th ultimo has this moment reachetl me. 
Although I supposed you had detained Sibley’s brigade, I did not speak 
or even think of your action harshly. Tour glorious achievement at 
Galveston has found no admirer warmer than I. 

Ton will be pleased to learn that we have captured the formidable 
ram which lately ran our batteries at Vicksburg. She will leave this 
to-day ready for action. She mounts seven guns, some heavy Parrotts. 
She was taken at our fortifications 60 miles below this place. 

I will take great pleasure in forwarding the documents. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. TATLOE, 

Major-General^ Commanding, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. La. Army,* Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

Ifo. 9. ) Alexandria^ Fehrnary 19, 1863. 

L Brig. Gen. John G. Pratt is assigned to the command of that por¬ 
tion of the State of Louisiana composed of those parishes lying south 
of Eapides, Avoyelles, and Concordia, exclusive of these and inclusive 
of those parishes east of the Mississippi Eiver, which shall be known 
as the District of South and East Louisiana. 

n. Brig. Gen. Thomas E. Vick is assigned to the command of that 
portion of the State of Louisiana composed of those paiishes lying north 
of Eapides, Avoyelles, and Concordia, inclusive of these parishes, which 
shall be known as the District of NTorth Louisiana. 

##*#*** 

By command of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and comuiander-iii- 

ohief. j 

0. LE D. ELGEB, 
Adjutant-General Louisiana. 


Jacksox, February 22. 1SG3. 
Maj. Gen. Eeaitk. Gardner, Port Hudson, La. ; 

I shall send General East’s brigade to re-enforce you as rapid Ij as 
possible. Keep me advised. Mortar-boats can do yon no possible barm. 
Eemember to reserve your ammunition, for I have no more to send. 

J. C. PEMBEETON, 
Lieutenant-Gene) al, Gonimandiny. 


Poet ITttdson, Feln-uary 22, 180.". 


Lieut. Gen. J. 0. Pemberton: 

Eations are the essentials now. 
Indianola is above Bed Biver. 

I shall send steamboats up to-morrow. 


Corn and wagons at Osjka. The 


PBAKK. GABDKEB, 
Major-General, Gommandiny. 


* This caption seems to have been substituted foi “ Headquarteis Loiusi.iua Inliti.i,” 
January 30,1863. 
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General orders relative to the exportation of cotton. ^ 

General Orders, > Hdqrs. Dist. op Tex., N. Mex., and Ariz., 

IlsTo. 28. J Houston^ Tex., February 22,1863. 

The major-general commanding this district having been ordered by 
Lieutenant-General Holmes to give such orders as will enable the Gov¬ 
ernment to obtain supplies from the exportation of cotton through his 
lines on the Eio Grande, and finding it impossible, through the scarcity 
of supplies both in Texas and Mexico, to support the army on that 
frontier except by the purchase with cotton of supplies brought from 
foreign countries, the^following orders are issued, which it is hoped 
will accomplish the object of the law concerning the exportation of cot¬ 
ton, whilst they will not conflict with the rights and reasonable expec¬ 
tations of the people: 

All persons are allowed to transport cotton to the Mexican frontier. 

II. The rules now established by Brigadier-General Bee, as to the 
quantity and value of cotton to be allowed to pass the Kio Grande 
frontier for goods imported, will remain as at present j that is, im¬ 
porters of supplies or goods will be allowed to export cotton to the 
custom-house value of their original invoices at the port of entry, with 
100 per cent, added. The cotton to be valued at $100 per bale. 

III. Government agents and the people to be alike subject to these 
rules from the date of the publication of these orders. 

Supplies, goods, and merchandise imported will not be permitted to 
be exported, provided such supplies, goods, and merchandise were im¬ 
ported to enable the importer to export cotton. 

IV. No contract will be made by any stafi* officer on duty in this dis¬ 
trict after the publication of these orders for supplies based upon the 
exportation of cotton, except by Major Hart, Quartermaster Confed¬ 
erate States Provisional Army, the Government having confided that 
duty to him, to whom the chiefs of disbursing departments in this dis¬ 
trict will furnish a list of what they require for their respective depart¬ 
ments. The agents in Texas of the chief disbursing officers elsewhere 
will likewise furnish similar lists. 

Chiefs of disbursing departments of this district are authorized to 
purchase but not contract for such limited supplies on these lists as 
they may need from time to time until Major Hart shall be able to 
obtain the necessary supplies from the Eio Grande. It is supposed 
this period will he brief, as Major Hart has already [)urchased a large 
supply of stores of every kind at very low rates. 

Y. Maj. A. W. McKee, quartermaster, Confederate States Provisional 
Army, is intrusted by the Treasury Department with the duty of trans- 
l)ortiiig cotton to various points on tlie coast and tlio Eio (irand(‘, to be 
ex})orted for supplies, when such suj)plies sliall have arrived in 1 lie, 
country. 

VI. Major Hart is intrusted with the performance of similar duties 
by the War Department. All officers serving in (his district will affonl 
them such facilities as they may require and tliey can properly furnisli. 

VII. All contracts made and being carried out in good faith previous 
to the publication of this order will be respected; but as the ^tato is 
filled with contractors. Government agents, or persons calling them¬ 
selves such, and as all such persons have been ordered through the 
newspapers aii<l ample time has been given to (‘xliibit their contracts 
or instructions to these headquarters and little attention has been paid 
to such orders; and as there is reason tobelievc that many Con tractsbavo 
been made without any consideration, that many others are not being 
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carried out and never ■will be; that many of tliese so-called a^j^ents are 
not Government agents and that there are others apx)ointed by those 
who have no authority to make such appointments; and as it is ascer¬ 
tained that conscripts, teamsters, and other Government facilities are 
either being used by those persons or are being kept out of the service 
of the country, and as the army under my command is now in occupa¬ 
tion in force on the Eio Grande frontier, it is hereby ordered that all 
contracts made previously to the ];)ublication of these orders, with per¬ 
mits or passes to enable the parties to cross that frontier with cotton, 
be, with the permits and passes, transmitted without delay to one of 
the following officers, viz: Brigadier-General Sclirry at Houston, Col. 
S. Pyne 'Bankhead at San Antonio, or Lieutenant-Colonel Buchel at 
Brownsville, Tex., for examination. If it be found by either of these 
officers, after careful examination, that such contract* is made in good 
faith, and is being carried out in good faith, he will indorse the same on 
the contract over his name and official signature, and will countersign 
the permit or pass based upon such contract. Should he find the con¬ 
tract otherwise, he will refuse to countersign the permit or pass; and no 
officer will allow cotton to pass the Eio Grande unless such permits or 
passes are thus countersigned, or unless on a custom-house certificate 
of goods already introduced, as above provided for. 

YIII. Permits or passes not based upon contracts will not be counter¬ 
signed by either of the officers named, and therefore cotton will not be 
allowed to pass the lines on such permits or passes by whomsoever 
signed. 

IX. All Government facilities, such as conscript teamsters, if prom¬ 
ised in hona-fide contracts being carried out (though said promises are 
not valid, being contrary to law), will nevertheless be continued to the 
parties, unless recalled by superior authority or some imperious mili¬ 
tary necessity, and such facilities as are now enjoyed by contractors— 
not provided for by these contracts—will also be continued to them 
under the same conditions whilst carrying out their contracts in good 
faith. 

X. All officers, agents of the Government, contractors, or other per¬ 
sons having conscripts or persons liable to conscription in their employ 
will forthwith send a copy of their instructions or authority to either of 
the following officers, viz: Brigadier-General ScuiTy, Colonel Bankhead, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Buchel, as may be geographically most convenient, 
with a list of the names and residences of such conscripts and persons 
liable to conscription, and will make a like return on the first of each 
month. This will not excuse the employers from compliance with any 
orders they may have received from the commandant of conscripts or 
other conscript officers in relation to the returns and reports of con¬ 
scripts in their employment. Persons thus notiiied wlio do not comply 
with the above by the 1st of April next will be deprived of their em¬ 
ployes, and such employers as hold permits lor the exportation of cotton 
will have the same revoked. The words ‘^consciipt service " vv ill be in¬ 
dorsed on the enveloi)e inclosing the list. 

XI. The officers receiving these copies of iiistructioiis and lists of con¬ 
scripts and persons liable to conscription will send at tlie earliest 
practicable moment to these headquarters a consolidated return or list 
of such employ<Ss, with the authority or reason for their employment 
annexed, and will continue to make such returns on the first day of 
each month. 

XII. Conscripts in the service of any officer or agent of the Govern¬ 
ment or contractor who shall be discharged from the same by 

the expiration of the contract or for any other cause will be returned 
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by such officer or agent to the nearest camp of instruction, or, if the 
distance be great, to the nearest military post, unless otherwise ordered 
from tliese headquarters. 

• XIII. Xo contract based upon the exportation of cotton and made 
after this date will be recognized, unless the same be made by authority 
of the War Department or by superior authority to that of the com¬ 
manding general of this district. Xo applications for the service of 
conscripts to carry out contracts will hereafter be granted by these 
headquarters. 

XIV. Enrolling officers, besides furnishing a proper return to the 
commandant of conscripts of all conscripts thus employed, will forward 
direct to these headquarters a list of the names and residences of such 
conscript forthwith and a similar return on the first of each month. 
The commandant of conscripts will also forward forthwith direct to 
these headquarters a return of all the conscripts now in this State, 
showing number present, employment, and stations, as far as practica¬ 
ble. He will forward a similar return as soon after the first of each 
month as possible. This is required to enable the commanding general 
to carry out the instructions of Lieutenant-G-eneral Holmes. 

XV. All foreigners between the ages of eighteen and forty-five 
holding any office or employment connected with the army in Texas, 
but not in the army or enrolled for service, will be immediately de¬ 
prived by their employers of such office unless they take the oath of 
allegiance to the Confederate States and enroll themselves as subject 
to military duty or furnish able-bodied substitutes not liable to con¬ 
scription, unless the same shall have been appointed by authority 
superior to that of these headquarters. 

XVL Brigadier-General Scurry, Colonel Bankhead, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Buchel, having been directed to carry out the provisions of this 
order in relation fo contracts, perznits, and conscripts, will bo allowed 
the services of such officers and detailed clerks as may be necessary, 
and their decisions will be final on all Ihese subjects (confided to them 
by these orders. 

XVII. Colonel Bankhead will appoint a commissioned officer to per¬ 
form the duty of granting passes for cotton at Eagle Pass in accordance 
with the provisions of these orders. Brigadier-General Bco will cause 
proper officers to be stationed at Eiiiggold Barracks or at Itoma and 
at Fort McIntosh and such other points on the Eio Grande as lie may 
deem necessary to carry into execution the provisions herein made. 

XVIII. The operations of the iiitzT bureau are not to be interfered 
with by this order. 

XIX. Lieutenant-Oolone] Buchel and the officer aizpointed by Colonel 
Bankhead at Eagle Pass and such other officers as General Bee may 
appoint at intermediate i^laces between Brownsville and lOagle Pass are 
exclusively charged with the duty of granting passes under the pro¬ 
visions of this order. Should either of thevse officers b(*coino incapa(*i- 
tated from sickness or other cainses General Bee will make temporary 
appointments to supply the vacancy and report the facts to these heaci- 
qnarters. 

Brigadier-General Bee, commanding the frontier of IMexico, will en¬ 
force a strict compliance of tliese orders. 

XX. The five dollars in coin demanded in oxethange for the same 
amount in Confederate Treasury notesiqioneach bale ot cotton ox])orted 
is hereby discontimied. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. Bankhead Magruder: 

H. M. STAXAED, Aicle-de-Gamp. 
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V Columbus, February 23, 1863. 

Oai)t. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Houston: 

Captain : I have the honor to lay before the major-general command¬ 
ing the accompanying report of Lieutenant 'Wheeler, '^vho Avas oetailed 
by me to investigate the charges made by certain German citizens 
against Lieutenant Stone. 

1 have the honor to be, cax)tain, your obedient servant, 

P. HAPDEMAX, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Gonmandinrj Arizona Brigade. 


[Inclosuie.] 

Report of Lieut. William J. Wheeler concerning certain charges preferred 
against Lieut, R. H. Static by certain German citizens of Few Ulm and 
its vicinity. 


Columbus, February 23, 1863. 

1 have visited the following-named citizens and investigated the 
matter of Lieutenant Stone’s conduct among them as thoroughly as it 

lay in my power to do; Messrs.-Eouge,-3Iitauk,- 

Honbold, Z. Darbro,-Wagner, justice of the peace. 

I visited the above-named citizens and conversed with them through 
an interpreter relative to the maltreatment reported to have been im¬ 
posed upon them by Lieut. R. H. Stone or men under his command. 
They all state that they received no abuse whatever at the hands of 
Lieutsenant Stone or any of his men, and that they all acted gentlemanly 
and with utmost x>rox)riety. Mrs. Rouge, the lady who is reported to 
have been so badly misused, states tha^ she received no injury at the 
hands of Lieutenant Stone, and she does not think from any of the men 
under his command; that Lieutenant Stone did not come intoher hope, 
and that she wms injured, but to the best of her knowledge the injury 
she received was at the hands of men who were not under Lieutenant 
Stone’s command, but Avere citizens, neighbors, living in that vicinity, 
and not from any of Lieutenant Stone’s command; that she was knocked 
down, not by any of Lieutenant Stone’s command, and that she received 
one or two scratches from a bayonet, whether ir was thrust at her or 
whether in the confusion of the moment, which she thinks most likely, 
she ran against it, she cannot tell; that she received a wound in the 
forehead by being struck with the butt of a gun, but says the blow was 
not aimed at her; that being excited and alarmed for her husband’s 
safety she accidentally ran against it; and that she is confident, from 
the general conduct and demeanor of the lieutenant and the men of his 
command, that they intended no injury or insult to her whatever. 

The citizens above mentioned also stated that Lieutenant ^itoiie acted 
in no way unbecoming an officer and a geiitlemaii—lie nor any one of 
bis coinniand; that they wish no injustice done him, and if the above 
statement of facts is not sufficient to clear him of any imputation upon 
his honor as an officer that they can make affidaA^it to abundant testi¬ 
mony that will. 

They state, however, that there were some citizens along from the 
neighborhood, who did not appear to be under command ut any one, 
who acted in a very ungentlemaip nminier; they recognized in tho^e 
paities their immediate neighbors, and slate that, it any blame an hat- 
ever could attach to Lieutenant Stone, it might be that he did not 
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exercise sufficient authority over those citizens as he did over his own 
men. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WM. J. WHEELEE, 

Lieutena7it^ Company A, First Regiment Arizona Brigade, 

Lieut. Ool. P. Haedeman, 

Commanding First Regiment^ Columbus, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dist. of Tex., K Mex., and Ariz., 

ISTo. 30. ) Houston^ Tea?., February 23, 1863, 

Paragraph VII, General Orders, Ko. 19, dated December 16, 1862, is 
hereby revoked. 

Mexicans or other foreigners will be allowed the same privileges and 
facilities for the transportation of cotton to and supplies from the Eio 
Grande as allowed the citizens of Texas by General Orders, ISTo. 28, of 
Eebruary 22,1863; and it shall be the duty of every officer or agent 
of the Government to afford them, as strangers, ample protection. 

By order of Mai. Gen. J. Bankhead Magruder: 

STEPHEN D. YANCEY, 

Acting Assistaiit Adjutant-General, 


Mississippi Eiver, February 24,1863. 

General : After thoroughly investigating all the circumstances I 
find that the report of General Augur’s arrival at Baton Eoiige was a 
mistake; that is, the word froiu” was substituted for at” before In¬ 
dian Village.” This was done just below Port Hudsoii by a young man 
named Payne. All the other posts have the message written in their 
record books: General Augur has arrived at Indian Village from be¬ 
low with 10,000 men.” 

Be this as it may, from information perfectly reliable the Yankees 
are evidently making preparations for attack on Port Hudson—they 
say with 40,000 men; but other sources of information place their 
number at 30,000; 21,000 being now at Eaton Eouge, the balance below. 

They are mounting siege guns around Baton Eouge, having received 
ten 32s a few days since. Three thousand will cover all the re-en¬ 
forcements that arrived in the number at first reported so large. They 
came up on three large transports that seemed loaded dowji. These 
were reported to you, however, several days ago, and since there has 
but one company of cavalry (Dutch) arrived. 

The Yankees themselves are looking for heavy re-enforcements every 
day. We will keep strict watch and report promptly. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. YOUNGBLOOD, 
Captain^ Commanding JSignal Corps, 


Port Hudson, February 25,1863. 
Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

The brigade of the enemy from Indian Village are marching toward 
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Morganza. I have ordered a force in two steamboats to drive back 
their advance and cut the levees. 

, EEAKK. GAEDNEE, 

Major-Generalj Commanding, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. La. Army, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

Ko. 10. } Alexandria^ Fel)ruary 25,1803. 

I. Erig. Gen. John G. Pratt, commanding District of South and East 
Louisiana, and Brig. Gen. Thomas E. Vick, commanding District of 
North Louisiana, will immediately take such measures for the organiza¬ 
tion of the militia in their respective districts as the most ample dis¬ 
cretion under the law may justify. 

II. A portion of the militia of each parish, not to exceed one-half of 
those liable to military duty uhder the act approved January 3,1863, 
shall be ordered into active service by them as soon as i>racticable. 

III. Proper precautions will be taken that a sufficient number of men 
shall be left at home for domestic security and to insui’e the cultivation 
of the annual crops. 

IV. The privilege of volunteering is extended in each individual case 
until the individual is placed by call or draft in service as a militia-man. 

By command of Thomas O. Moore, Governor and commander-in¬ 
chief: 

JOHN H. BEENOS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General Louisiana, 


Headquarters Western Sub-District of Texas, 

Fort JBroicn, February 25, 1863. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Assistant Adjutant-Generalj Houston^ Tex,: 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose copies of my correspondence with 
Governor Lopez to this date; 

No. 1. My letter to Governor Lopez inclosing basis of arrangement. 

No. 2. Governor Lopez’s answer. 

No. 3. Eelates to a proposed secret article for mutual rendition of 
fugitives from justice. 

No. 4. Governor Lopez’s letter inclosing final arrangements. 

No. 5. Articles of agreement. 

The secret article (No. 6) will be accepted, but a further communica¬ 
tion will be sent relieving the arrangement of any doubt as to my ac¬ 
knowledging the Corwin treaty of extradition. These arrangements, if 
properly carried out, will insure the peace of the frontier, and I shall 
take care that they are fulfilled by both sides. I shall at once issue the 
necessary orders to comply with my portion of the agreement. 

I regret to say that there still remains a cause of difficulty that I (*aii- 
not settle and which will inevitably tend to trouble. I have lost 15 men 
(conscripts) by desertion in the last three days; they cross the river 
(which is very low) notwithstanding all my vigilance, and when in 
Mexico are protected by the United States consul and made to take an 
oath of allegiance and service, upon which tliey are fed and clothed until 
they can be shipped to the United States. I liave had interviews with 
the Mexican authorities ou the subject, and they say that the consul 
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asserts that he does no more than extend that aid and comfort to Ameri¬ 
can citizens in distress which they have a right to claim from him and 
denies that he enlists them for the army, but the fact is that his house 
is a recruiting office for the Lincoln Government and will continue to 
be so. 

The authorities of Tamaulipas are in dread of the United States au¬ 
thorities and would rather offend us than them, and will not give uj) 
our deserters. The result of this I very much fear;Will be that I shall 
lose a large proportion of my men, for the facility of escape and im¬ 
punity thereof will cause many a good soldier to desert his colors who 
otherwise would not. I confess that my position is annoying. I know 
the importance of this trade to our Government and people and the 
propriety of doing nothing to atoact unnecessarily the attention of the 
Federal Government to it, but I must either take my men back by force 
or submit to the mortification of seeing my command demoralized. 

I find great difficulty in deciding this point—the important benefits we 
may soon derive from the Mexican authorities, as contained in my late 
communication to you, will be lost to us perhaps by any rupture of 
friendly relations, and it is more important than the miserable creatures 
who are leaving their colors; yet my officers are restive and look to me 
for such action as will put a stop to this matter. I inform the general 
of this that he may be advised of what is passing, and assure him that 
1 will be as forbearing as possible in view of all the consequences at¬ 
tending a violent attempt to settle this matter. 

I inclose a letter from Captain Benavides, from which will be seen 
that matters are quiet on the upper line. I shall proceed in a few days 
to visit all the posts on the line to Laredo and see that my treaty with 
Governor Lopez is put in force. 

An officer of General Banks’ staff has arrived from the United States; 
he has had interviews with the Mexican authorities, but I have not as¬ 
certained what is his business. 


It may occur to the general that a publication of the agreement be¬ 
tween the respective authorities may serve to quiet the fears of the 
people of the frontier. 

With great respect, 

H. P. BFE, 

Brigadier-General^ Brovisional Armg, 


[Inclosiiro No. l.J 


Headquarters Western Sub-District of Texas, 

Fort Brown, February 18, 1803. 
His Excellency Don Albino Lopez, 

Military and Civil Commandant of the JState of Tamaulijyaff, 

Mafamoras, Mexico: 

Your Excellency : I have the honor of inclosing to Your Excellency 
tlie basis of a convention, which 1 have no doubt will receive your fa¬ 
vorable attention, as they have been suggested by the deep coiivietio]j 
1 feel concerning the benefits which would ensue to the frontiers of 
both nations if they are adopted, and if, when adopted, they are carried 
out in a spirit of good faith and fraternity. 

Jt afibrds me pleasure to notice that your i)erspicaeity has i)enetrated 
Ihe fact that all the disagreements hitherto arising bet w(ien the aiitlior- 
ities of both lines have been caused by a want of unity in the pursuit 
of malefactors and the restitution of stolen property, from which it has 
happened that, notwithstanding the prudence which might be observed, 
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the peaceful citizens suffered irreparable* injuries, the authorities them¬ 
selves descended to recriminations, and the minds of all were embit¬ 
tered by mutual suspicions, whilst in the midst of all this trouble the 
only true responsible parties took advantage of the impunity offered 
them by a contiguous territory. 

But the propositions which i have the honor to submit to Your Excel¬ 
lency are intended to obviate these difficulties by at once establishing 
an understanding between the authorities, strengthening the union of 
the inhabitants, and striking terror in the minds of those outlaws who 
overrun this frontier, as if it were a territory set aside for the purposes 
of the first man who should see fit to make use of a pretext as a cause 
and a crime as a motto. 

Prompted by these feelings I transmit to Your Excellency the basis to 
which I allude, relying confidently that the reciprocity which distin- 
tinguishes them will receive at the hands of Your Excellency the adop¬ 
tion which 1 sincerely desire. 

With these motives I protest to Your Excellency the assurances of 
my particular esteem and distinguished consideration. 

H. P. BEE, 
Brigad ier- General, 


[Sttb-inclosure.] 

1st. The Mexican and Confederate forces will extend mutual aid in 
pursuing those who may attempt to pass from this bank to the other 
of the Eio Bravo for the purpose of committing depredations, and 
to that effect the respective commanders will give each other such 
notice as they may deem necessary, and when the force of either iiation 
prove insufficieut to carry out the pursuit to the full result expected 
from it, the required help shall be immediately furnished by the other 
nation; and should it be necessary for the troops of either Grovern- 
ment to cross the Rio Grande, that without loss of time in the pursuit 
of malefactors, Indians, &e., the corresponding notice shall be given to 
the military authorities of the nearest town. 

A sufficient number of well-armed troops shall be stationed at Rey- 
nosa, Camargo, Mier, and Guerrero by the State of Tamaulipas, and 
at Edinburg, Rio Grande City, and Oarrizo by the Confederate States. 
It shall be the duty of the officers to guard the line, especially at the 
ferries on the river, as also control the boats used in crossing persons 
from one side to the other; and there shall be adopted such a system 
of vigilance and es[fioiiage as shall keep the authorities informed ot 
any movements intended against Texas or Tamaulipas, so that the said 
nu'tliorities may respectively give each other timely notice thereof. 

L\l. Persons" crossing from the Mexican territory to the btate ot 
Texas or irom the State of Texas to the Mexican territory shall take 
vith them a passport, signed by the military aiitlnuities of the re¬ 
spective frontiers, to be given free of charge. Tliose who are found 
without that document, if unknown, shall be held as suspicious, aud 
coiisccpieiitly detained until they prove who and what tlie> are, and 
should they prove to be political relugees fioin either side they shall 
be considered dangerous, and forced to take u[) their residence at not 
less than oO leagues distant from tlie frontier, with no privilege ot 
returning to it without special authority trom the Governor ot lamau- 
lipas or the general commanding Confederate troops. 

3<l. Any stock taken from either side of the river to the other shall 

63 11 R—VOL XV 
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be accompanied by a jtermit from the military authorities, ’which shall 
state the name of the conductor or owner, the mark or brand, and the 
number of head; and the stock which shall be crossed into Texas or 
Mexico without this requisite shall be detaiued until it is ascertained 
■whence it proceeds, and if it should prove to be stolen property it 
shall be turned over to the military authority of the State whence the 
theft was committed to be restored to the owners, and proceedings 
shall be had against the person assuming to be the owner or conductor. 

4th. The authorities of Tamaulipas will issue the necessary orders to 
the commanders of the line of that State for the aiTCst and trial of the 
ringleader, Octaviauo Zapata, and the other persons composing his 
band of robbers. 

5th. The authorities of Tamaulipas shall do all in their power to 
recover the property stolen from the Confederate States train by the 
band of Zapata, and should they not succeed in so doing they shall 
make the i^ersons arrested responsible for the value thereof. 

[Inclosure INo. 2.] 

Mil. Coxmandanoy State op Tamaulipas, War Dept., 

Fehmary liiJ, 1803. 

Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee, 

Commanding Line of the Bravo: 

SiE: Iliave liad tlio honor of receiving the i)roi)osilions which yon 
inclosed with your polite note dated the IStli instant. As 1 agree per¬ 
fectly with your sentiments, I entertain the hope that the resi)eetive 
inhabitants and authorities of the two frontiers, founding their relations 
on their mutual interest, will hereat'ter extend to eaeh other the good 
ofB-ces due between contiguous countries. In this view L have no ob¬ 
jection to accept the basis 1 have referred to. One of the claus(\s of the 
Constitution of the Eepublic forbids the States of the Ooniederation 
from celebrating treaties with foreign nations, so that the acts ol* tlu^. 
authorities of both sides, directed to the inaintenanee of conlLdeiice and 
to prevent the crossing from one side of the river to llui otlnu’ of bands 
of malefactors with the object of eonnuiltingdepredations under pretext 
of apolitical principle, wdll be considered by the ]M(‘xieaii authorities 
only as acts of mutual deference under the eliarae.ter of good otliees, 
while the fact of ollicial notes having been passed betw(‘eu the aiUhoi'i- 
ties of your line and this office wall in nowise vary the nature of these 
acts. 

The ideas suggested by you to guard Ihe two frontiers against the 
attempts of evil-doers and Indians are admissible, altlioiigh I think it 
necessary to establish the meaning of the words wliicli you use, and 
which in my opinion leave openings or cany some confusion owing to 
their extreme latitude. 

I rejoice to see that, prompted by the good faith ami lealty which 
distinguish your acts as well as by the desire to insure a durable Iraii- 
qiiillity for the i)eaceful inhabitants and to ]>unisli tliosi* whom dis¬ 
obedience of all authority coininit hostilities on the property of otluns, 
you have endeavored, understanding that tlie good office's rendered by 
the authorities should be mutual, so to act tliat both fronti(as would 
parth'ipate iu the advantages which will doubtless ensue from 1lu‘ i)m - 
suit and punishment of the criminals. This consideration creates the 
belief in me that the first article wall be reciprocal, though from its 
reading it appears confined to those who may xiass from your side to 
Mexico, 
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The same principle of reciprocity which has guided you requires an 
addition to the fifth article. You are informed that this city suflered a 
siege during three months, in which many fortunes were destroyed, 
merchandise having been taken out which were partly carried into 
Texas, and as the proposition contained in said article includes past 
acts, it also embraces these goods, stolen from this city by iiersous who 
acted under the pretext of a political principle. 

The second article is of such latitude in its application as to give rise 
to objections worthy of consideration. I suppose that in desiring the 
absence of political refugees from the frontier it is for the imrpose of 
preventing their influence from disturbing tranquillity or hindering in 
some other way the action of the authorities of Texas or Tamaulipas. 
In this view it is susceptible of a limitation by applying only to those 
persons who in fact may violate the neutrality of either territory, in 
which case, upon the proper application being made to the satisfaction 
of the State in which the refugees may reside, steps shall be taken in 
conformity to that article. 

The fourth article refers to a duty which the Mexican authorities 
have not endeavored to evade. On the contrary, they have intended 
the capture of Zapata’s band since the publication of this man’s pur¬ 
poses. Their policy is founded on the observance of the principles of 
the strictest neutrality in the contest between the Southeni and Xorth- 
ern States, and it was their duty to arrest those who should arm on the 
Mexican soil with a view to taking part in that struggle. You will 
therefore perceive that the acceptance of the said article would give 
countenance to the calumnious statements made against the Mexican 
authorities, and cause the belief that any subsequent prosecution of 
Zapata and his band was owing to j'our demand and that this demand 
was necessary to induce the issuance of the corresponding orders. 
Actuated from the beginning by the best feelings in the suppression ot 
the nuclei of bands to depredate on Texas I took the steps that were 
to guard against the threatened danger, among which is that referred 
to in the fourth article. It w^as not necessary that the Texan authori¬ 
ties should make a demand, because the measures taken were the se¬ 
quence of the principles which regulated the action of the Mexican 
Government. They were required of me by a duty of neutrality, and 
will always be the result of an obligation which existed previous to the 
exchange of communications between you and this commandancy. 

These reflections, which affect the decorum and good name ot the 
authorities of the Republic, make me hope that you will withdraw the 
article, as the Mexican authorities will not thereby be relieved from the 
observance of strict neutrality and the consequences which this prin¬ 
ciple carries with it. , . ^ ^ 

With these light modifications 1 have no obiectioii to accept >oui 
ideas, which are the more acceptable as the autliontit;s of both troii- 
tiers, by extending to each other their good otlices, will insure traii- 
(uiillity, re-establish confidence, and destroy tlie elements ot aiiarciiy 
and desolation which have blasted the towns of the Mexican line. 

Be pleased to accept, sir, the assurances of my esteem and distin¬ 
guished consideration. 

Liberty and reform. Heroic Matamorus. 


A. LOPEZ. 
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[Incloanre No. 3.] 

Mil. Commandancy State of Tamaxjlipas, Wae Dept., 

February 23, 1863. 

General H. P. Bee, 

Commanding Western District^ State of Texas: 

Sir: The request you have made privately to me that persons ac¬ 
cused of theft be delivered up meets with no objection on my part as 
long as the principle of reciprocity is observed. During the last year 
the Government of the Eepublic made a treaty of extradition with the 
American Union. This treaty is a law to the State of Tamaulipas, but 
not being recognized by the State of Texas, it was destined to remain 
unfilled by the authorities of the Mexican frontier line. Therefore, 
when establishing reciprocity in the delivery of criminals, the authori¬ 
ties of Tamaulipas proceed in compliance with a law of the Eepublic. 
By that law every individual accused of embezzlement, theft, cattle or 
horse stealing, or petty larceny of goods or property worth $20 or 
more, if the crime is committed in the frontier States or Territories, 
shall be delivered to the authorities of the place in which the offense 
was committed when the fact of the commission of the crime shall be 
proved in such a manner that according to the laws of the country where 
the fugitive or accused may be they would be legally arrested and tried 
if they had committed the crime in the latter country. These consider¬ 
ations decide my course. 

Whenever you iniorm me that you will proceed against those who in 
the future may be accused of the offenses contained in the latter portion 
of the foregoing paragraph, the Mexican authorities will act in accord¬ 
ance thereto, it being well understood that the restriction established 
in the fifteenth article of the Constitution of the Eepublic remains in 
full force as to criminals who may have been in a state of slavery in 
your State. 

Be pleased, sir, to accept therefore the assurances of my esteem and 
consideration. 

Liberty and reform. Ileroic Matamoras. 

A. LOPEZ. 


[Ijiclosuie No. 4.] 

Mil. Commandancy State of Tamaulipas, War Dept., 

February 23, 1863. 

General H. P. Bee, 

Commanding Western Sub-District of Texas : 

Sir: In pursuance of the ideas expiessed by me in iiiy note dated 
yesterday and in the interview I had to-day with ;^ou 1 liave the honor 
of inclosing the basis according to which, in my opinion, the authori¬ 
ties of the States of Tamaulijias and Texas should extend tlieir good 
offices to each other. These articles insure tranquillity for both fron¬ 
tiers and protect them from any attempt to dcqnedate on the honest 
inhabitants and their property. They re-establisli eonfideiice, and 
leave the law to follow its course without hinderanee against tlu‘ guilty. 
I do not doubt that these coiisideiatioiis will imluee you to accept the 
said basis as the rule Avhich shall govern the relations of the two fioii- 
tiers. 

JMeasc accept the considerations of my esteem. 

Liberty and reform. Heroic Matamoi*as. 


A. LOPEZ. 
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[Inclosure Xo. 5.J 


Artidles of an agreement concluded heticeen the civil and military com^ 
mcmdant of the State of Tamaulipas^ Don Albino Lojyez^ and Hamilton 
P. Bee^ brigadier-general^ Confederate States Aryyiy, commanding the 
Western Sub-District of Texas. 


Article 1. The Mexican and Confederate forces vrill extend mutual 
aid in pursuing persons who may attempt to pass from onebanh: of theTtio 
Bravo to the other, for the purpose of committing depredations, and to 
that effect the respective commanders will give each other such notice 
as they may deem necessary, and when the forces of either nation prove 
insufficient to carry out the pursuit to the full result expected from it 
the required help shall be immediately furnished by those of the other 
nation; and should it be necessary for the troops of either Government 
to cross the Eio Grande without loss of time in the pursuit of malefac¬ 
tors, Indians, &c., the corresponding notice shall be given to the nearest 
military authorities. 

A sufficient number of well-armed troops shall bestationed at Eeynosa, 
Gamargo, Mier, and Guerrero by the State of Tamaulipas, and at Edin¬ 
burg, Eio Grande City, and Carrizo by the Confederate States, whose 
duty it shall be to guard the line, especially at the ferries on the river, 
as also to control the boats used in crossing persons from one side to 
the other; and there shall be adopted such a system of vigilance and 
observation as shall keep the authorities informed of any movements 
intended against Texas or Tamaulipas, so that the said authorities may 
respectively give each other timely notice thereof. ^ 

Art. 2. Persons crossing from the Mexican territory to the State of 
Texas or from the State of Texas to the Mexican territory shall take with 
th em passports, signed by the civil ormilitary authorities of the respective 
frontiers, to be given free of charge. Those who are found without such 
documents, if unknown, shall be held as suspicious, and consequently 
detained until they prove who and what they are; and if their object 
should prove to be the disturbance of the tranquillity of either State or 
the hinderance of the action of their authorities they shall be sent to a 
distance into the interior not under 30 leagues, with no prMlege oi re¬ 
turning to it without special authority from the Governor of Tamaulipas 
or the general commanding Confederate troops. The political refugees 
now in either frontier or hereafter to be near the same, who may en¬ 
deavor to disturb the tranquillity of either side or to hinder the action 
of the authorities, upon proper representations being made to the satis¬ 
faction of the State wlierein they may be shall he, treated in like 


ART. 3. Any stock taken from either side of the river to the other 
shall be accompanied by a permit from the civil or military authorities, 
which shall state the name of the conductor or owner, the mark oi 
brand, and the number of head; and the stock which shall be crossed 
into Texas or Mexico without this requisite shall be detained until it 
is ascertained whence obtained, and if it should prove 
erty it shall be turned over to the authorities of the btate wlitrc the 
theft was committed to be restored to the owners, and 
shall be had against the persons assuming to be the owners or con 

^^Art!* 4. The authorities of Tamaulipas shall do 
recover the property stolen from the Confederate 
band of Zaj^ta, and should they not succeed m so doing they shall 
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make the persons arrested responsible for the value thereof. Likewise 
the authorities of Texas will do all in their power to rowover any property 
stolen from the Government of the Republic by the forces under Jos6 
Ma. Oarrazal during the last contest maintained by him at the end of 
year before last and the beginning of last year in the territory of the 
State of Tamaulipas. 

Signed by the contracting parties at their respective ofQces the 25th 
day of the month of February, 1803. 

[InclostiTe IsTo. 6 ] 

An additional and secret article of the agreement concluded between the 
dvil and military commandant of the State of Tamaulipas^ Don Albino 
Lopez^ and Samilton P. Bee, brigadier-general. Confederate Army, com¬ 
manding the Western Sub-District of Texas, 

Any person who may commit the offense of murder, arson, embezzle¬ 
ment, robbery, cattle or horse stealing, or larceny of chattels or per¬ 
sonal property of the value of $20 or more in either of the two States, 
and who shall escape to the other, shall be delivered over to the author¬ 
ities of the place where the offense was committed when the commis¬ 
sion of the same shall be proved in such a manner that, according to the 
laws of the State where the fugitive and accused person may be found, 
he would be lawfully arrested and tried if he had committed the crime 
in that State. 

Signed by the contracting parties at their respective offices the 25th 
day of the month of February, 1863. 


Heabqttatitees Stje-Distutot oe Texas, 

Fort Brown, February 2 ( 1 , 1863. 

Don Albino Lopez, 

Civil and Military Commayidant of the Stale of Tamaulipas, 

Maf<(moras, Mexico: 

SiE: I have the honor to inclose tlio urticl(‘s of ugreeni(‘ut for tlie 
pacification of the frontier, to be in force when the signatures arc ex¬ 
changed, which arc in substance the same as those re(*(‘i\<‘<l from your 
office with your last communication. 

In accordance with the observations submit t(‘d to me in your ixdib'. 
note alluded to concerning the extradition of criminals, I oiler a pro])- 
osition, herewith inclosed, wholly conforming to tlu^ ideas suggest(Ml by 
you, at the same time protesting that t cannot recognize the existence 
of an extradition treaty between the United States and tln^ Mexi(‘an 
Eepublic as binding on the Contoderalo States. Itsnllices me tliatthe 
object of our agieement be honorable and beneficial to both tln^ sections 
we represent, without inquiring into any motives which may inllutmce 
the Mexican authorities founded upon the relations existing between 
them and a nation with whom we are at war. 

I repeat, sir, the assurance of my esteem and distinguished consider- 
tion. 

n. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General, Provisional Army. 
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Headquarters, 

Fort Hudson, La„ Fehnianj 17, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Colonel: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you 
that he has information that the enemy will try and cut oft* your ad- 
va^e pickets around Baton Bouge. This information is reliable. 

He also has information that the enemy are sending scouting parties 
out toward Bayou ]\ranchac in the night of 100 men. They were out on 
last Thursday and Friday. 

The major-general commanding directs that you make a thorough ex¬ 
amination of the capture of Captain McLean and Sergeant Moore, which 
you will report to these headquarters. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

■ 1 

• Ass2sfa7if Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters District, &o., 

February 27,1863. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjiitant and Inspector General, 0, 8, A,: 

General: I have the honor to state that Sibley’s brigade has been 
on the march since the 10th February, but is progressing very slowlj", 
on account of the swollen condition of the streams in this district and 
the impassable condition of the roads. The report of Col. James Beily, 
commanding the brigade, explaining the cause of his delay, has been 
sent to Lieutenant-General Holmes at Little Bock, and also to Lieut. 
Gen. E. Kirby Smitli at Alexandria, La., with the request that it be 
transmitted to you. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c.. 

J.'^BAKKHEAD MAGBUDEB, 

3[ajor- Genera ?, Com ma nding. 

The movement of Sibley’s brigade to Louisiana has not been impeded 
by any order from these headquarters, but, on the contrary, every eftbrt 
has been made to facilitate and hasten its speedy marcli to Opelousas. 

J. BANKHEAD'^ MAGBUDEB, 

Jfo jor~ Gen c ra ?, Com ma nding. 


Headqu^-Rters, 

Fort Hudson, February 2S. 1863. 

Lieut. Col. J. B. Waddy, 

Assistant General, Jachson, Miss.: 

I liave the honor to Inclose herewith the report of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brand of tlie gunboat engagement below Vicksburg on the night of the 
24th.^ 

I have also to report that I sent an expedition under Colonel Miles 
to meet an advance of the enemy from Bosedale toward Morgauza, 

* Reference is to Brand’s repeat of the capture of the ludiaiKda. It will appear in 
Series I, Vol. XXIV. 
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Colonel Miles landed near False Eiver and marclied inland toward the 
Fordoche. The enemy immediately retreated to Rosedale and thence 
toward Indian Village. Colonel Miles has returned. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANK. CARDNEE, 

Major-General. 


Jaoesoit, Miss., February 28,1863. 
Maj. Gen. Feank. Gaedneb, Port Km^sow.- 
It is reported, but I have no positive information, that it was not a 
gunboat which passed Vicksburg on night of 24th. Should you learn 
certainly that it was not, send all stores for Vicksburg by Big Black. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Special Oedees, > Hdqes. Dist. of Tex., N. Mex., and Aeiz., 

No. 88. f Souston, Tex., February 28,1863. 

I. Major-General Magruder being about to leave Houston on a tour 
of observation and inspection of the defenses of the coast and the west¬ 
ern part of the State, all persons in the eastern part of the State having 
public business with the commanding general arc referred to Brig. Gen. 
W. E. Scarry, commanding Eastern Sub-District. 

# « * * * * * 
ni. The whole of the Arizona Brigade will proceed at once to West 
Bernard, and on arriving at that place the commanding offuier of the 
brigade will report the same to these headquarters. 

******* 

By command of Major-General Ma-iyruder: 

E. V. TGENEB, 

Assistant A<1}utant-GcneraL 


Ahsiract from Eetarn of the Third MU liar y District j Department of AfiHsisvppi and Kast 
Louisianaj Maj, Gen. Frank. Gardner^ C. S. Armyj commamUny, for month of Ju hrnariff 
1863. 


lor 

I ‘iuty 


Q-eneral and staff. I 

Boall’s bn^ade. 'y.'.'*'320 

Gregg’s biigade.107 

Maxoy’s brigade. 270 

Troops not brigaded. ’_' itJ6 


Total. 


20, OOG 









Chap. SXVII.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1001 

Abstract from Eeturn of the District of the Gulf J/fl;. Gen. Simon B. Bachio^ G. S. Armi/^ 
commanding, for month of Februari/j 1S‘C3. 


Present. 


a 

U 


Command. 


General staff.. 

MacTjall’s division: 

Infantry. 

Artillery. 

Cavaliy. 

District East Gulf: 

Infantry. 

Artillery. 

Cavalry. 

Marianna Dragoons 

Total. 


wo 





13 

13 

2, 5G4 ' 

1 

3, 052 , 

3, 223 

3, Cll 

2. C92 . 

2,8C8 

0, 009 

3,372 

571 } 

610 

647 

978 

1,208 ! 

1,262 I 

1,337 

1,499 

! 123 

133 

138 

149 

i 1,089 

1,176 1 

1,224 

1,461 

; 55 \ 

58 1 

01 

73 

j 8,302 

9,159 

9,C57 

11,155 


Abstract from Betum of the District of Texas, Xew 'Mexico, and Arizona, commanded by 
Maj. Gen. J. Bankhead Magruder, for February, 1S63 (headquarters Houston, Tex.). 




Present for 
duty. 

Pieces of 
lery. 

aitil- 1 

§ > 
a 

3 

43 

? 

1-2 

Commanding officer. 

Troops. 

OUicers. 

1 

1 i 

Doavy. 

Field. 

1 - ' 

' 1 i 

1 5 

IL.' 

P4 

1 ! 

to 

si 

S i 

<5 

■2 •2 

SI 

< 

Brig. Gen. H, P. Bee. ... 

Western Sub-Distiict of 
Texas. 

1 

2, 400 j 

11 

1 ^3 

1 

1 ( 

3, 014 i 

4,244 

Crig G(‘n. W. R Scurry.. 
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IsTotic ruoM Retuiix.—T n Westtu-u Sul) District uo i etui ns dm cumI f'uui th’ro iiu c 

■to; and none fioiu two small comp.inu s lor bolder (It it U''t* lu Ea^ttLin snl) u t 

i 1 . ' fi\e le^iiuents (iiv.ilr_> , .ijji*legate about 


On Board Steamer Alamo. 

From Liherfy uj) Trinity {near Coxatchie Viliaye), i][are]i 2, 1SU;>. 

Major-Gencrrl jMagrtjdee, 

Commanding JJixtriet of Texas, d'c.: 

General : Tlic deieuses of onr coast linos ibrai the absoibiiig tlionght 
with me till I think and dream of little else. Do not think me impor- 
tunate if I repeat to you the same thing in varied forms. I feel great 
confidence now that no attempt will be made to invade Te.va.s until the 
coast region shall have dried up to admit of army traimportatiou—.say 
the 1st of May. ]\[eaiitime of course you will not be idle. But what 
shall be done at Bass Oavallo ? My answer would be, “ Eesnme the Fort 
Esparanza and prepare for the defense of the Pass.” 

Let me suggest the method, and this will appear le.ss objectionable 
and will meet the difficulties Major Shea presented. For a supply of 














1002 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MTSS., LA., TEX., N*. MEX. [Chap. XXTTL 

lunil 3 er take the inferior and vacant buildings in Indianola and recon¬ 
struct the bridges down the Saluria Bayou; use a barge there for a 
ferry as before; conscript 300 negroes and make the road complete (in 
two weeks) from Indianola, and then carry the guns back to Fort Espe- 
ranza, repair and reoccupy it. Meantime plant the additional torpedoes 
in the channel below the fort and especially down near the bar. Then, 
general, from a point on the bay just north of Shears, or Big Bayou, 
construct a military road back through the prairie toward Green Lake, 
that in retreat the guns and wagons may get out of range from the gun¬ 
boats that might pursue. Bearing in mind that all the guns we have 
for that Pass are siege guns, I believe they could be saved if we should 
be overpowered; but I have faith that torpedoes and pluck, a daunt¬ 
less front, will keep off the enemy, unless he has a very powerful navy 
and resolves to risk the destruction of many vessels and men in taking 
possession. 

I have just read this sentiment from Judge Tucker’s Partisan Leader, 
and it expresses my own in respect to the abandonment of all our 
coast: Bread without salt is more than men deserve wlio surrender 
or retire before the enemy without a light.” The sentiment is forcibly 
to the point, for this portion of the coast is in front of our salt flats. 
I hold the same or similar views in regard to the reoccupation of Shell 
Banks. 

Place torpedoes in the Pass Aransas at wsuitable opportunities and re- 
occupy the fort; complete the dike to the main-land by using the dredge, 
and place an adequate force upon the island to man the gnus and gar¬ 
rison the fort, and devote them, if necessary. "We shall then reopen 
the line of inland trade, and bring salt and other freight up and take 
cotton down, as before. ' 

In discussing matters on that portion of the coast I am reminded to 
refo" ‘into Major Shea. I learned aft(n* our intervi('w Ksspeciing 
^ ^ ’ m that Colonel Hobby had found the av<‘rsinn of tlic troops 

' ^on to his being placed over them was so intense that he ex¬ 
perfect willingness to waive hivS pretensions and take a lieu- 
^uc-colonelcy under Major Shea. Both eommands, (\)r[)ns and La¬ 
vaca, desired Shea to have command—an oifKHT of (‘\])cri(‘n(ie and nuu-it. 
and thoroughly disciplined soldier, while tliey rcganled I lobby as liav- 
ing resorted to political iidluence to supcrs(‘do or forestall him. 

It would appear that Hobby n^garded tlu‘ av(U‘sioii as insnixu’able, 
and hence his willingness to take a seeoiidary i)osi(ion. Should you 
upon reflection desire anything don(‘ in the pimuisiss a ilisj)at(*h would 
probably reach me at Eieliinoud in time to se(‘ »Indge Gray belbrc any 
action. 

The aversion ofa])ortiou of the planting eoinmiinity (o furnish m\groes 
or corn at the prices fixed for Govermneut use is sucli as 1o giv(‘ viail to 
some very unpatriotic seutiinimts. The cas(‘s ar(‘ not uum<‘rous, but 
pretty bitter. A report has circulation that a quiudm iuastiu’ bought 
axes of Ilonston merchants, giving $ir> (meb to uum w ho had monopo¬ 
lized them at $5in order to make the sale. Objection theri^ is made to 
pressing from farmers and sup[)ortjng extortion in H(>uston imurliauts. 

I have just seen Commodore Hunter, who lias built a good ll.it, and 
is now constructing another for eoinenient use in (*rossing troops or tlie 
like. He apjiears in good health and f'O witli Ids num, thougli tlieir 
station here, at a point so far from any possible utility, is a subjoet of 
constant derision among the people. 

The flood in this spasmodic river is subsiding and (*orn is being 
planted. 
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A careful observation of the river from its moutb up has entirely con¬ 
firmed me in tbe opinion I have al\vays bad of tbe futility of any de¬ 
fensive works upon it. A battery at tbe mouth may be judicious, as 
giving to the people a feeling of security; but it is everywhere so nar¬ 
row and the thickets and canebrakes are so dense upon its banks that 
no vessel could live that had show a pilot [?]. I believe that all such 
narrow streams, having no great interests upon their banks, should be 
kept open to invite attempts to navigate them. Sharpshooters would 
defend better than batteries. This river has no farms upon its banks 
below Liberty, with two or three exceptions, and veiy few above. 
Nothing to tempt raids. 

General, the symptoms are now promising an early end to the war. 
It would be a subject of great pride in our future history if we could 
close the war in full possession of all our coast. Shall we not attempt 
to complete what you have so well inaugurated and carried so far for¬ 
ward ? 


Very respectfully, yours, 


O. G. FOESHEY. 


At Camp, March 2,1SG3. 

Capt. EnMXJND P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneralj &c.^ Soxiston^ Tex,: 

Captain: I have the honor to inform the major-general command¬ 
ing, &c., that all the troops of this brigade are now and have been on 
the route for several days, pressing forward in despite of high waters 
and the most atrocious roads. 

The first detachment of Eeily^s regiment is in Louisiana before this, 
having been within 50 miles of the Sabine more than one week i)ast. 
One company of Bagby^s regiment was left at Hempstead to guard 
quartermaster and commissary stores, and for which no transpoitation 
has been obtained; it marches to-morrow. The men, in despite of the 
elements, were in good health and spirits. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

JAMES EEILY, 

Commanding Brigade, 

P. S.—I shall now proceed in advance of tbe troops to report in per¬ 
son to Major-General Taylor either at Alexandria or Opelousas. 


He ad qu ar ter s. 

Port Jfludrson, Lu., March 3, 1SG3. 

Maj. Gen. Eichard Taylor, ^ 

Commanding West, District of Louisiana ; 

General: I have the honor to inform you that the information of 
another gunboat having passed Vicksburg is erroneous. The liver 
is now entirely free of the enemy between this and that point. The 
enemy are reported to be again at Eosedale. Intormation is not posi¬ 
tive. The enemy at Baton Eouge are evidently neaily prepared for an 
advance at this'point, and any day may bring the information of his 
putting his force in motion. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ FEANK. OAEDNEK, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarteks District of Texas, &c., 

Houaton^ March 3, 1863. 

Uenei-iil C’oopjm:, 

Adjutant and lunpedor General^ Eichmond^ Va.: 
iSiR : 1 have the honor to transmit the following extract of a letter 
from Brig, Gen. U. P. Bee, dated Fort Brown, February 15,1863 : 

Mr. lUistaiiiPiito arrived here from New York en route to the city of Mexico. He 
was sent by the CTOVcrum<‘iit to imrchuse arms in New' York, and carried letters from 
Mr. Corwin. Ho has imrchased (>r>,U(»0 stand of anns, and they are expected liere very 
soon; The lolls of lading are here (I mean of course Matamoras), and the sum of 
>70(1,OUO is to he paid w'heii the arms arc delivered. An assessment has been made on 
caeh Srat(* in Mexico tor its (iiiota of the amount, and I have it from good authority 
tliiit the amount w’ill not he That not one-half will he ready for the 

pa.Min iiT. On imdt istaiiding ' - f . ' a proposition to the authorities to let me in 
as a paitiicr, ami the answer w'as, “ If ho can pay for them all, we require all; but 
the (‘itiift (U late Siaics shall have all we cannot pay for,” with which I w'as of course 
much pk .t-ed. Now, general, what shall I do and how shall I do it ? The matter is 
of great importance to us in a political view, and I shall obtain full documentary evi- 
deuee of the whole affair, that they may through the proper authority be laid before 
the Emperor Xaiiolooii, that he may see what kind of a friend he has in the Lincoln 
(iovernniciit, as 1 shall piove the connection of Corwin with it. 


1 liuve ordtTcd General Bee to pay for these arms in any way he can, 
in coin or cotton. I would respectfully suggest that sterling be sent 
from Bu'hinond, if to be had, to make sure of the purchase. 

I wrote the above for the information of the Secretary of State as 
well as of War, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD JMAGEUDEE, 

Major-Gen era Z, Com man din g. 


Special Orders, \ ITdqrs. Dist. of Tex., N. Mex., and Ariz., 

No. DL S Houston, March 3, 1863. 

VH. The eoininaiid of the Eastern Sub District of Texas having now 
de\(d\(‘d upon Brig. Gen. \V. B. Scurry, the only general officer in that 
district, and Brig. Gen. 11. P. Bee being* engaged in matters of the 
greatest iuijxntaiice on the Bio Grande frontier, where the presence 
ot the major general commanding is also required, Brigadier-General 
Scuiry will hurry oii the preparations for the defense of Galveston and 
The Sabine Biver, and will use his thorough knowledge of the resources 
of the country and all his energy iu putting the troops in a state of 
efficieucy and the works in good condition. At the same time it is en¬ 
joined on Brigadier-General Scurry to cause three regiments of cavalry 
to maivli at once to the northeastern frontier, with orders to search the 
country iind take back to Lieutenant-General Holmes in Arkansas all 
men w*ho may be found either singly or in bodies who have left that 
army without a proper permission. This service is considered to be of 
the last importance and will be vigorously executed. The Quarter¬ 
masters Dei»‘iitmeiit will furnish the necessary transportation to enable 
Brigadier General Scurry to accomplish this purpose, and is authorized 
to impress transportation if it cannot be had at once and in any other 
way. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

By command of Major-General Magruder: 

E. P. TlTENEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Geneeal Oedees, ) Hdqes. Dist. of Tes., X. Mbs., axd Aeiz.. 

No. 39. f Boustoii, Tex., March i, 1863. 

I. For all purjJoses of defeose Brigadier-General Seurr 3 '‘s command 
will extend to Lavaca and Victoria, inclusive, during the absence of 
General Bee on the JBio Grande frontier. 

##*#**# 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. Bankhead Magi-iidor: 

E. P. TURNER, 

Cajytain and Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


Jackson, March 5, 186^. 

Major-General Gardner, Fort Eudson: 

General : Abe Buford is assigned to duiy in this department. He 
will be sent to Port Hudson, and a brigade must be organized out of 
the troops now there from other brigades. I think the mounted force 
and two or three regiments of infantry can constitute it. Send desig¬ 
nation of mounted force and what regiments of infantry can consti¬ 
tute it. 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- Gen era J, Co m mandiny. 


Headquarters, 

Port Eudson^ March 7, 1863. 

Lieut. Col. J. R. Waddy, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Jaclcson, 2Iiss,: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that General Rust arrived here 
on the 3d instant with an aggregatex^resent of 2,771. The Sixth Mis¬ 
sissippi Regiment and his batteries have not yet arrived. 

A telegraph from General Pemberton, dated the oth, informs me that 
General Buford will be assigned to duty in this district, and directs a 
brigade to be organized, consisting of the “mounted force and two or 
three regiments of infantry.’^ I respectfully represent that the cavalry 
are encamped at Olive Branch, 18 miles from here, except a small force 
for the service of the post. I do not understand how I can make a 
brigade of infantry and cavalry. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-Genera 1. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department TransOIississippj, 

No. 1. j Alexandria, La., March 7, 1663. 

I. Ill conformity with instructions from the War Depaituiciit at 
Richmond, Ya,, dated Febiuary 9, 18G3. the iimleisigned lieieb\ as¬ 
sumes command of the Confederate forces of th-* 

II. Until further orders the department liei;d<iuaiU*i ^ aia establi'-lied 
at Alexandria, La. 

E. KlitBY SMITH, 

Lkutt nan t-Gemral. 
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Headquaetees Westeen Sub-Disteiot of Texas, 

Fort BrowUj March 7,1863. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Assi8ta7it Adjutant-General^ Souston, Tex,: 

SiE: I have the honor to acknowledge coramunication of February 26. 

The decree prohibiting the export of goods into Texas from Mexico 
is not enforced on this line. 

The question of the deserters from this command into Mexico re¬ 
mains unsettled 5 biit, as expressed in my previous communications, I 
prefer to bear the injury than disturb the commercial relations now ex¬ 
isting. The idea suggested by me that it might become necessary to 
take possession of Matamoras was solely in view of the closing of that 
port to our trade and there being no other mode of obtaining the sup¬ 
plies necessary for the daily support of the troops. The orders here¬ 
with inclosed, which were issued by the Mexican authorities, will show 
that they have entered on the fulfillment of my agreement with them 
in good faith and with the best desire to quiet hostile movements on 
this line. 

I ask in this connection the approval of the commanding general of 
the agreement entered into with Governor Lopez, as there are matters 
embraced therein which might be construed as interfering with the 
local authority of the State of Texas. I would also ask that the com¬ 
manding general will apply to the imoper authority at Richmond for 
the privilege of declaring martial law on the Rio Grande. The execu¬ 
tion of the civil law is a nullity, and yet my efforts to place affairs on 
the basis of responsibility to some authority is liable to be thwarted by 
the pettifoggers who revel around the police coints. The reasons why 
martial law should be declared are apparent and need not be repeated. 
There is nothing of importance occurring here. 

With great respect, I remain, your obedient servant, 

H. r. BEE, 

Bt'iijadier-General^ Bromsional Army, 


[IncloHuio No. 1 ] 

MjLLITAEY OOJMMANl) OF TUE SJ'A'J’E OF TAMAULIFAS, 

Matamoras^ February 28,1863. 

Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee, 

Gomdij, Western Sub-District of Texas^ Fort Broion ; 

The admission of the separate proposition wliich you iiave made me 
regarding the extradition of thu^e accused of certain crimes is in no¬ 
wise objectionable to me as long as the principle of reciprocity is ob¬ 
served. The laws of the Republic of Mexico allow the extradition of 
those who are accused of murder, arson, theft, or embezzlement, rob¬ 
bery, cattle stealing, or stealing of movable goods and chattels (petty 
larceny) of the value of $20 or nioie, if they take retuge on this trontier 
after having committed some such crime, and tlie tiujt of its peri)etra- 
tion having been evidenced in such manner that, in ac('or<lance witli 
the laws of the State in wliich tlie fugitive and accused ixtsoii is en¬ 
countered, he could ])e legitimately arrcsh‘d and tricMi in c;iMi h(‘ had 
committed the crime in tliat State. Up to this liim^ said laws W(‘r(‘sus¬ 
pended on aeeount of tlie Mexican authorities not lja\iiigbeen awan^. 
whether the delivery was reciprocal, but from th(‘ moinent you declare 
your conformity with the mutual extradition of those accused of any of 
the crimes before mentioned the laws of the Republic will be carried 
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out by holding the accused -who take shelter on this frontier subject to 
extradition. 

Please to accept the assurance of my esteem and distinguished con¬ 
sideration. 

Liberty and reform. 

A. LOPEZ. 


[Inclosure Ho. 2.] 

Headquartees Westeejt Sub-Dxsteiot op Texas, 

Fort Brown^ March 1, 1863. 

His Excellency Albino Lopez, 

Governor of TamanlipaSy Matamoras: 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receii)t of your letter of 
February 28, in which you inform me that the laws of Mexico allow the 
extradition of those who are accused of murder, arson, theft, &c., and 
that so soon as I shall inform you that the rendition of fugitives shall 
he reciprocal you will carry said laws into effect, by holding the accused 
who take shelter on this frontier subject to extradition. 

In reply I have the honor to state that I accept the iiropositions, 
and will cause to be delivered to the authorities of Mexico all persons 
who may have committed the crime of murder, arson, theft, robbery, 
cattle stealing, or petty larceny of the value of $25 or more in the 
Rei)iiblio of Mexico and escaped therefrom to the State of Texas upon 
the same being proved in accordance with the laws of this State. 

With great respect, I remain, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

£rigadier’Generalj Brovwional Army, 

[lUClObllLO Ho. 3.3 

Military Command op the State op Tamaulipas. 

The citizen Albino Lopez, military commander of the State of Ta- 
inaulipas, and invested by her inhabitants Avith the political authority: 

Paragrai)h I. !N'o individual shall pass from the Mexican frontier who 
has not a ^)assport issued by the respective military authority. This 
passport shall only serve for one time, for a stated number of days or 
perpetually; it being lelt to the judgment of such authorities to deter¬ 
mine in each case the period for Avhicli the passport shall be given. 

II. No person shall be permitted to pass the Mexican frontier who 
has not a passport from the authorities of the x>li^'Oe from whence he 
imoceeded. 

III. All those on the Mexican lines who possess canoes, skiff's, boats 
(chalaues), or any other kind of means to cross the river, will i»rocure 
a (le(ilaration from the r(‘si)ective local authorities, in wliicli the number 
and (jlass of the transports must be expressed. 

IV. The local authorities will designate the ])laees in their munici¬ 
palities where the passage is permitted, and they amU have control of 
the skiffs and other means of trausiiort. All tiiose A\ho shall cross at 
other ])laces than those designated by such authorities Avill lose the 
transports and imair a tine of from $5 to $20. 

V. The individuals who ]>a.ss lnun one side lo th(‘ other will (‘xhibit 
the passports I'eleiTed lo in paragiaphs 1 ami 2 to the jmlieial (mijiloyc 
or the coniinanding officers of the guards wliieh may be established. 
{Said commanders and judicial emi)loyes will be held resimusible if 
they should neglect to carry out the provisions of this iiarugraph. 
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VI. Each individual who carries stock from, the limits of the State 
of Tamaulipas to those of Texas shall procure a protection, issued by 
the civil authorities, in which the number, the name of the conductor 
or owner, the brand, ear-marks, the place n’om which he came, and his 
destination are designated. In the same manner the person bringing 
stock from the limits of the State of Texas to Tamaulipas shall be pro¬ 
vided with a like protection. 

VII. The local authorities will designate the fords of the river at 
which the crossing of the stock must take place, and if it is passed 
over at other crossings than those named and established a fine of from 
$1 to $5 will be incurred. 

VIII. It will not be permitted to inclose stock on any ranch except 
by previous permission from the judicial emj)loy6. To be allowed to 
do so the protection mentioned in paragraph 6 must be first shown. 
The judicial officer who fails to enforce this provision incurs the re¬ 
sponsibility. 

IX. The civil and military authorities of Matainoras, Eeynosa, Ca- 
margo, Mier, Guerrero, and Laredo, the judicial employes, the rural 
police, and the commanders of detachments will examine the before- 
mentioned protection of the drivers of stock passing through his re¬ 
spective jurisdiction, and in case it should not be exhibited they will 
give notice to the neares*t civil or military authorities, who will investi¬ 
gate the state of the stock. 

X. The civil and military authorities shall render an account to the 
military command of the State in conformity with the provisions pro¬ 
vided for the carrying out of the commands of the foregoing paragraph. 

XI. The fiLiies which may be received on account of the violation of 
the command given by this order will be destined for public instruction. 

Therefore 1 command its printing, publishing, and circulating for the 
fulfillment thereof. 

A. LOPEZ. 

Juan Prado, ^Secretary. 


Signal Corps, 

Port Hudson^ March 9, 1863. 

General : The following dispatch is just received from our lowest 
post: 


March 8, 1863. 

Tile Ute re-enforcements reported to liavc arrived at Baton Rouge are irom Grosse 
fete. Four thousaud troops came to Baton Rouge last night and this moruino*. 
Light tiausports 'were chartered to bring more. 

Post F. 

Itespectfully, your obedient servant, 

PAUL W. COLLEXS, 

Operator^ Post A. 


Headquarters, 

Port Hudson, La., March 10, 1803. 

Lieuteiiaiit-Colouel Gantt, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Colonel : The major-general cominaudiug directs that if the ene¬ 
my advance toward Oliutoii, La., you will harass his flank and rear as 
niLicii as possible and keep him well advised of the euemy^s movements 
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by keeping a small force in front to ■watcli their morements closely. I 
have directed Major Garland in that event to be imepared to act in con¬ 
cert with you. 1 also send a letter to Major Garland which you will 
send to him. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure.l 


Headquaetehs, 

Port Hudson^ March 10,1863. 
Major GtABLAND, Commanding Cavalry: 

Major: The major-general commanding directs that in the event of 
the enemy’s forward movement you will be prepared to act in concert 
with Colonel Gantt. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department Trans-Mississippi, 

ISTo. 3. f Alexandria^ La,^ March 10,1863. 

The following officers are announced upon the staff of the lieutenant- 
general commanding, viz: 

Personal staff, —Capt. J. G. Meem, jr., aide-de-camp } First Lieut. E. 
Cunningham, aide-de-camp j First Lieut. E. Walworth, volunteer aide- 
de-camp. 

Department staff, —Brig. Gen. W. K. Boggs, chief of staff 5 Capt. J. F. 
Belton, assistant adjutant-general,* Capt. H. R Pratt, assistant adju¬ 
tant-general: Col. B. Allston, inspector-general; Maj. J. F. Miiiter, 
chief quartermaster; Maj. W. H. Thomas, chief of subsistence; Lieut. 
Col. John A. Brown, chief of ordnance and artillery; Surg. S. A. Smith, 
medical director. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith : 

J. F. BELTOJS-, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Jaclcson^ March 11 , 1863. 
General Joseph B. Johnston, Chattanooga: 

General Gardner estimates enemy at Baton Kouge at least 30,000, 
preparing to advance at once. Small force advanced to the Comite. 
Essex left New Orleans Sunday. Fairagnt, with Hartford, Bichmond, 
Moriongahela, on Monday. All transports and fill gunboals, except 
Pensacola and Genesee, gone up from Now Orleans. ()no hundred and 
tenth New York llegimeiit when ordered to Berwick Bay mutinied. 

I think there is no doubt of an immediate attack. Two dredging 
machines half way through canal at Vicksburg. 1 fear it will succeed 
in establishing a battery at Grand Gulf. Kiver within 5 feet of high- 
water mark last year; rising slowly. Enemy’s gunboats and trails*- 
ports in Tallahatchie will probably attack our fort on Tallahatchie, 6 
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miles above Greenwood, in a day or two. We bave also cotton-clad 
steamboats in river. 

J. 0. PEMBEETOI^T, 
Lieutenant- General^ Commanding. 

(Substance of this telegraphed from Chattanooga to General Cooper, 
March 13, 1863). 


Headquaeteks, 
PortSudson, La., March 11,1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gaittt, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Colonel : The major-general commanding directs me to suggest that 
you bad better move your whole force toward the outposts, so as to 
harass the enemy as much as possible. This, however, is merely a sug¬ 
gestion, which you will act upon according to your own judgment. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Major-OeneraL 


Be^ort of ojyerationB for the defense of Mobile, Ala., for the month of Jan¬ 
uary, 1863. 


ENaiNEEE Bureau, 
Mobile, Ala., March 11, 1863. 

fBxtraots.*] 

Fort Morgan. —^Laborers raising and resodding parapet j taking up 
railroad to Eavy Cove and substituting wooden rails, the iron being re¬ 
quired for floating battery under construction by Kavy Department. 

Loicer obstructions. —Two steamers, each with a steam fire engine, 
have been engaged in planting four rows of heavy piles from the west 
bank toward Dauphin Island Spit. These piles are about 10 feet apart 
in all directions, are from 18 to 30 inches in diameter, and planted from 
10 to 15 feet deep in the sand. They will be cut off a foot below low 
water. 

Probable operations of the month of February: Continuing tb<j i>ile 
rows to Dauphin Island Spit. 

Obstructions of main channel at Fort Morgan. —Owing to the depth of 
water at this point, the difficulty of procuring chains and anchors, the 
great specific gravity of the timber available, and the heavy swell and 
strong tide prevalent at the place it has been thought inexpedient to 
attempt the obstruction of the main ship channel. 

Batte^'y at Oranfs Pass.—This battery mounts two 8-inch guns and 
one 32-pounder rifled. Magazine: Some repairs of magazine have been 
made during the month and a bomb-proof store-house completed. 

Battery at Choctaw Point Under the orders of the command¬ 

ing general a battery to mount four 10-inch guns in barbette has 
been begun in 6 feet of water at Choctaw Point Spit. In conjunction 
with floating batteries it will cover the outer obstructions at Dog Eiver 


Minor details omitted. 
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Bar and also the main channel at that point. The obstructions just 
mentioned are too far from the other fixed batteries to be effectually 
protected by them. 

Battery at Choctaw Point ,—^This battery is completed and in good 
order; it mounts four guns. 

Battery at Pinto Island Spit ,—^This battery now mounts six gnns. 
During the month the two flanks have been extended, and a 10-inch 
gun has been mounted in each, one bearing directly on the Spanish 
Eiver channel, the other on Choctaw Pass. 

Probable operations of the month of Pebrnary: Inclosing the rear of 
the work with 12 by 12 timber, for the purpose of covering it in that 
direction from boat attack. 

Spanish River Battery ,—This battery is a casemated battery, covered 
in front and above with railroad iron 5 it mounts six guns in casemate 
and two in barbette outside. During the month improvements have 
been made in the interior of this battery. Por the ports and braces 
which supported the roof and limited the traverse of the guns paral¬ 
lel walls of solid timber have been substituted. The guns have been 
interchanged, to bring the heaviestto bear on the SpanishEiver channel; 
several of which were mounted on middle transom pintles have been 
changed to front transom. The embrasures can thus be diminished, 
while the field of ^e is actually enlarged. 

Probable operations of the month of Pebrnary: Driving piles to sus¬ 
tain enbankment for suitable parapet of two exterior guns, now wholly 
insufficient. 

Inner line of ohstructions at Choctaw Pass and Spanish River ,—This 
line will consist of eight rows of piles, placed from 5 to 10 feet apart. 
Five rows have already been driven from the spit east of Spanish Eiver 
to the spit at Choctaw Point, leaving openings at the Spanish Eiver and 
Choctaw Pass Channels to be closed by a raft at each. The piles are 
cut off below low water. The line is about 400 yards outside of Choc¬ 
taw Point, Pinto, and Spanish Eiver Batteries. 

Probable operations of the month of February: Continuing the piling 
of this line to eight rows and cutting off* the piles. 

Apalachee Battery^ at the fork of the Apalachee and Blakely Eivers 
(west side).—This battery is completed and mounts six guns. Neither 
its plan nor location is thought to be judicious. A strong battery on the 
head of the island between the two rivers would have commanded b«th 
in the most effective manner. 

Battery at the head of Apalachee Island^ the site mentioned in the last 
paragraph under the orders of commanding general.—A battery for four 
guns has been begun at the head of this island, to be armed with the 
guns from the ship Danube, if others cannot be had. It is placed in a 
straight line along the axis of the island 5 has a parapet on each side, and 
the guns will be mounted on middle transom pintles so that all of them 
can lire on either channel. Between the guns are merlons 3 feet higher 
than the parapet. The rampart is bomb-proofed for men, stores, and 
magazine, while the whole is surrounded by a ditch flanked bj’’ a stock¬ 
ade under cover of a glacis. 

Ship Danube,—Thi^ ship being liable to be destroyed by shells thrown 
low or high, it has been thought best to place her four guns t42-poimd- 
ers) in the battery last named, unless additional guns can be procured. 
She is anchored at the Apalachee Battery and is available for service. 

Obstructions at the head of Apalachee IstoteZ.—Several rows of piles 
have been driven here in both channels immediately opposite the bat¬ 
tery at the head of the island. The barges bringing earth for the bat- 
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tery requiriug several openings in tlie line, for the present not much 
progress v'ill be made in these obstructions during February. 

Floating Battery. —On arriving here I found this battery so far ad¬ 
vanced under contract that its completion was thought necessary. It will 
probably be wholly hnished in the month of February. Though in my 
opinion far inferior to a battery with inclined bulwarks, this is y^et Mkely 
to prove formidable, with its armament of two 10-inch guns. Its iron 
covering is better than that of the Spanish Kiver Battery, and some 
firing at this last with 9-inch shot lately thrown by one of the gunboats 
from a distance of 300 yards proved the endurance of the iron, while 
some of the shots were broken. The surface struck was very steep, not 
more than 20° from the vertical. 

City intrenehments. —The outer line of city intrenchments is not com¬ 
plete, and no work has been done there during the month. The lino is 
about 9 miles long and everywhere from 2 to 3 miles from the center of 
the city. The commanding general, fearing that troops adequate to the 
defense of so long a line will not be available, has ordered the construc¬ 
tion of an inner line, defensible by the force under his command. This 
line begins at Choctaw Point; on the left it crosses Government street, 
15 miles from the river, and terminates on the right at the mouth of 
One Mile Creek. The swamp in front of this creek would prove a serious 
obstacle to an advancing enemy, and as works will be thrown up there 
that portion of the line may be regarded as unassailable. 

The remainder of the line will be but 3 miles long. 

The works consist of square redoubts at about 600 yards apart, 150 
feet of interior crest, relief of 9 or 10 feet, and to be flanked by mus¬ 
ketry from retired fleches. 

The lino is too near the city to save it from bombardment, but sucli 
an attack would prove a lesser evil than the capture of the place. It 
is hoped that the lines can bo held until the place shall be relieved. 

Glioctaio Bluff. —The guns found in the batteries here, though badly 
located, have not been changed, because it was not known exactly where 
the obstructions were to be placed by the State authorities. As soon 
as this is unown several of the guns will be moved to the proper 
points. 

Owen Bluff. —All the guns at this place excepting one are well located. 
The State has turned over to this department the material collected for 
obstructing the river at this point, and it is proposed to make tiial of 
sawyers, a plan of which was received from the Engineer Bureau. The 
work will be begun immediately. 

Very respectfully, 


D. LEADBETTEE, 
Brigadier-General and Engineer. 


Headqtjaeters Western Sub-District of Texas, 

Fort Brown^ March 11, 1863. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

A. A. G^., Bist. of Tex.j N. Mex.^ and Ariz., Houston^ Tex.: 

Sir : A matter in my opinion of grave import has occurred here, and 
I seek to bring it ofhcially to the notice of the general commanding. 

The Federal brig Young Harry was wrecked on the Texas shore, 
some 6 miles north of the mouth of the Eio Grande. I caused the 
crew, who were saved, to be arrested and brought to my headquar- 
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ters, where they were paroled. The cargo, which floated ashore, was 
saved aud guarded by my troops, and by my orders was brought here 
in Government wagons, and proved to be of considerable value, con¬ 
sisting of some 400 barrels of flour, clothing, &c. No owner appeared. 
The consignee in Matamoras abandoned all claim upon the vessel and 
cargo, and all shippers loyal to the Confederate States were insured 
through their friends. 

After a considerable portion of the cargo had arrived the Confeder¬ 
ate States receiver procured an injunction from the Confederate States 
court now in session at Erownsville, and claimed possession of all the 
property. I immediately consulted with the Hon. Thomas J. Divine, 
judge of said court, and in deference to his position as a lawyer and a 
true and loyal citizen I yielded to the mandate, and the property was 
turned over to the receiver. In yielding my own opinion to that of the 
honorable judge I did not yield my convictions. I contend that, the 
vessel being an enemy^s under the enemy’s flag, her cargo was a prize 
to my soldiers, who saved it of course for the benefit of the Govern¬ 
ment. There was no receiver, no marshal on the beach to claim or 
save the property, and if my troops had not saved it none of it would 
have been saved. The property saved was in the possession of a Con¬ 
federate States quartermaster duly bonded, and was surely as safe as 
if in the hands of the Confederate States receiver; yet the question of 
fees controlled the matter aud was the cause of the loss of a consider¬ 
able amount. 

1 have ordered that the proceedings be transmitted to you, that the 
general commanding may deckle the case for my fiituie action and 
guidance or refer the matter to Eichmond. The case in point is set¬ 
tled, because the honorable judge of the Confederate States district 
court is present; hut wrecks may occur at any time. I do not regard 
his decision in this case a sufficient precedent, and in the absence of 
that functionary I may not appreciate the propriety ot my actions being 
controlled by those officers of the civil branch of the Government 
whose sole object, in my opinion, is the collection of certain tees of 
office. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Frovisional Army, 


IlEADQUARTEKS WESTERN SUB-DlSTRICT OF TEXAS, 

Fort Brotvn^ March 11 , 1863. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

A, A. G, Dint, of Tex., N’. Mex., and Ariz., HovHton, Tex.: 

Sir: The Fifleral steamer Honduras arrived olf tlie inontli of the 
Eio Gran(l(‘ on the Gtli instant, but was unable to coninimiicate with 
the shore until ,>e‘^tcrday, when Col. E. J. Dii\ is and tive others landed 
on the Mexican side ami ju'oeeeded to Matamoras. The objeets of this 
arrival have not transpired, but luinor sa.> s (on th(‘ authority of Colonel 
Davis) that other vessels will soon follow. Th(‘ Jlouduras is a trans¬ 
port, armed with two rilled gui»s, 24*pounders, and has aboard 180 mon 
and eight field pieces, with their caissons, but no horses. The men are 
\vell armed. She is provided witlifoiir surf bo.its capable of transpoj t- 
ing 40 men each. She is evidently uneasy, and aiiehors for the night 
amongst tlie fleet in Mexican wmters. 1 have detachments of effieieiit 
men at the mouth of the river aud at Point Isabel. 1 do not anticipate 
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a landing, but am prepared for it. I shall go down myself this morn¬ 
ing. My opinion is that Colonel Davis came for his family, who have 
been in Matamoras for some time, and to take off the deserters and 
renegades, who number full 100 men. 

A gentleman who left Kew York on the 12th ultimo reports to me 
that ttie feeling at the North is for peace, on the basis of reunion or sub- 
jugation^nd that powerful fleets and armies were afloat for Charles¬ 
ton and Vicksburg. A report reached Havana on the 3d instant from 
Key West that the enemy had been repulsed at Charleston. I send 
you New York dates to the 17th ulumo. 

I am assured that carbines and pistols can be purchased in New York 
and shipped for Brownsville without trouble. I am offered (to arrive) 
5,000 Coitus pistols at $25, navy size, and $30 army size. Shall I pur¬ 
chase them? 

There is a fair supply of corn and flour in Matamoras, and if I had 
cotton, supplies for my troops could now be procured for six months. 
The specie ftind I have keeps my command supplied; but with the pro¬ 
posed and necessary re-enforcements of Duff*’s battalion and the two 
regiments of cavalry cotton will be required. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army. 


[March 11 , 1863.—^For William Steele to E. Kirby Smith in refer¬ 
ence to protection of northeastern frontier of Texas, see Series I, 
Yol. XXII.] ^ ’ 


Beport of operatioTis for the defense of Moiile for the month of Februaryy 

1863. 


Engineee Office, 

^ ^ ^ ^ Mobile, Ala., March 15, 1863. 

Col. J. F. Gilmer, ^ 

Ohief of Engineer Bureau, Richmond, Ya.: 

Fort Laborers and teamsters have been employed in taking* 

up raikoad to Navy Cove (the rails being wanted by Navy Department 
lor a floating battery) and laying wooden ones instead, driving piles 
lor wharf, all of which has been completed. It is not ex¬ 

pected that further operations will be required here in the month of 
-ftlarch. 

Fort Qaines. Laborers and carts have been employed in embankin”’ 
A/rfronts, and tbis will be continued during 
plLT°°*^ March. iTo other work of importance is required at this 

planting of piles bas been continued hero 

water, and tos work will be begun in the month of March. 

mtUryat <?ra«t>s Pass.—Carpenters and laborers have been.eu£rao-ed 
nW* ^®®t l®ag for receipt of supplies, «&e., at this 

p ace. It IS now available, but not 5 et finished. This work will be 
completed in the month of March. xuib woriv win ne 

Batt&ry at Glwctaio Point Three-fourths of the crib-work in- 
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closing tlie arm of this battery has been sunk and filled above high 
tide with earth. I shall recommend the suspension of this work, as it 
is doubtful whether guns can be had for it, and it is desirable to con¬ 
centrate all the transportation available on the battery at the head of 
Apalachee Island. 

Battery at Choctaw Foint —^This battery is in good order. 

Finto Island Battery, —This battery is essentially completed. 

Spanish River Battery, —Laborers have been employed in driving 
sheeting piles to sustain parapet for two exterior guns, transporting 
earth, and embanking parapet. This work will probably be finished in 
the month of March. 

Inner line of obstructions at Choctaw Fass and Spanish River, —Labor¬ 
ers and pile-drivers have been employed during the month in adding 
to the obstructions at this place and will be continued during the month 
of March. 

The weather has been extremely unfavorable for all operations on 
the bay and harbor. 

Apalachee Battery, at theforJc of the Apalachee and Blalcely Rivers, west 
side, —This battery is finished. 

Battery at the head of Apalachee Island, ieticeen Apalachee and Blakely 
Rivers. —The ditch of this work has been excavated, the bomb-proof 
timbers erected, and a considerable part of the earthen embankments 
has been transported to and placed in the work. The site, being low 
and swampy, supplies very little. The work cannot be finished in the 
month of March, but it is "hoped that the guns can be mounted. 

Obstructions opposite the head of Apalachee Island, —Nothing has been 
done to this line during the month. 

Obstructions of the Alabama River at Choctaw Bluff. —^As already re¬ 
ported to the Engineer Bureau, a considerable part of the raft intended 
for the obstruction at this point has been carried away. I learn unoffi¬ 
cially that the work has been suspended by the State authorities and is 
not likely to be resumed. The Governor of the State expresses a desire 
to turn it over to the Confederate States. The river is now very high 
and probably 60 feet deep at Choctaw Bluff. With this depth and a 
rapid current it is not easy to find any solution of the problem in ques¬ 
tion. 

Battery at Choctaw Bluff, —^During the month a small force under 
Major Sheliha has been engaged in changing the position of some of 
the guns of this battery. The commanding general has also ordered 
some redoubts to be thrown up in rear for the in'otection ot the jdace 
against land attack. These works are under construction and will be 
lirosecuted during the mouth of March. 

Owen Bluf, Tombigbee River.— G. E. Walker, Provisional En- 
gineeis, is charged with the obstructions at this place. His prepara¬ 
tions are known to be well advanced, but no rei)ort ot actual trial of 
the sawyers has yet been received. 

The commanding general lias ordered the construction of land de- 
fimses at this point also. For want of an adequate number of laborers 
the works have not yet been began. The wlioh^ number of negroes now 
employed in the engineer service fioui tlie toits below to Choctaw and 
Owen Bluff, inclusive, is about ii,000. 

General view of the defenses of Mobile. —It is obvious that the enemy 
may pass the lower forts and occupy the bay. Giant’s Pass might then 
be attacked on both sides, east and west, or be blockaded to extremity. 
It is not likely that Ports Morgan and Gaines could endure a blockade 
of many months. 
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If the enemy in this way get possession of the lower bay he will be 
in position to attack the city at pleasure by land or water. But in the 
mean time his own fleet will be exposed to surprise and attack by our 
naval force at Mobile, a force capable of acting in favorable weotlier 
and in smooth water. If the city be attacked by land it is believed that 
the defenses on that side will prove sufficient. 

If the attack be made by water the enemy cannot with safety avail 
himself of any vessel drawing over 8 or 9 feet. For the defense of the 
channel, less than half a mile wide at Dog Eiver Bar, we have the lower 
line of obstructions at that place, consisting of sunken hulks, piles, &c., 
and this can be covered by four iron-clad batteries, two of them with 
small steam-power. An esCrthen battery, mounting four heavy guns, 
might also be made available if there were any prospect of obtaining 
guns for it. 

If this outer line be passed the enemy will come immediately upon 
the second, consisting of eight rows of piles, covered at the distance of 
400 or 500 yards by the batteries at Choctaw Point, Pinto Island, and 
Spanish Eiver, together with four wooden gunboats, which may be 
placed in rear of the line. 

The number of guns for the defense of the first line will probably be 
seventeen; among them two of 10-inch caliber, and at the second line 
thirty or more guns, including six of 10-inch in the fixed batteries. In 
a channel so narrow as this, and where the enemy is in danger of run¬ 
ning aground, there will be little room to maneuver or to present a 
formidable front. It is not likely that any heavy iron-clad vessel can be 
brought to the attack. 

If the enemy attempt to approach by the Apalachee or Blakely 
Eiver 6 feet is the greatest depth to bo carried in at high tide. J f at¬ 
tacked there, the batteries at the fork of the two rivers could readily be 
re enforced by gunboats from the city. An additional floating battery 
is understood to be well advanced toward completion. It is very im¬ 
portant that eight or ten guns, 10-inch, should bo added to the arma¬ 
ment of the batteries. With this addition it is believed that the city 
could not be taken by any maritime force which can be brought against it. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. LEADBETTEE, 
Brigadier-General and Engineer^ 


Headquabters Western Sub-Distriot of Tex.\s, 

Fort Brown^ March 15, 18(>;h 

JMaj. A. O'. Dickinson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Houston^ Tex. : 

Sir: The palpaple violation of the neutrality of Mexico by tlieaulhor- 
ities of Matamoras in permitting soldiers to lie enlisted opeid.v in lli(‘ir 
streets for the service of the United States has at last culminated in an 
attack on the enemies of our country on the soil of JMexico. 

I have previously informed you of the many desertions from ni> com¬ 
mand here, and that they were openly enlisted, fed, and clotbcd‘b.\ the 
American consul at Matamoras; also of the arrival of E. J. Davis, a 
Texas renegade, who was the proved originator of all the troubles on 
this frontier. It soon became apjiarent that Davis had come for Jiis 
family and to carry Ihe deserters and renegades to New Orleans. ll<»v- 
iug also learned that the transport was armed, and with a considerable 
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number of troops on board, I strengthened the picket at the mouth of 
the Eio Grande, and for fear of a collision went myself, accompanied 
by Colonel Luckett and Major Lea, to that post on the 12 th, where I 
remained about twenty hours, and although there was but a narrow 
river dividing us from those who had brought so much disgrace on 
Texas, I positively forbid all communication, and explained to my men 
that any violation of the Mexican soil would not be permitted and 
would bring trouble on our country. The weather unfortunately was 
stormy and no communication was had with the steamer, so that the 
renegades could embark. Other matters of importance called me to 
Point Isabel, and I proceeded thence. Soon after I returned to this 
place. At 12 o’clock this morning I was informed unofficially (for I 
have not yet received any official report and perhaps never will) that 
at 3 o’clock this morning a party, composed of citizens and soldiers off 
duty, crossed the river at its mouth and captured Davis, Montgomery, 
and 4 other renegades, killing perhaps some others, and returned to 
this side with 2 men wounded, 1 seriously. 

This affair has created great excitement-in Matamoras, but I have 
not yet any communication from the authorities. I shall promptly dis¬ 
own the act as authorized or connived at in any way by me, and make 
such reparation as is in my power. I don’t know where the prisoners 
(Davis and Montgomery) are 5 they will probably be up to-nigbt. The 
full particulars will be forwarded as soon as obtained by special express. 

I trust that the general commanding will appreciate the extraordi¬ 
nary forbearance I have shown on this question of the enlistment of 
soldiers for the service of the United States on Mexican territory. I 
had detei mined to do nothing that would serve to compromise our rela¬ 
tions with Mexico. What has been done was done without my consent 
or knowledge and in positive violation of my orders, and, however 
much I may regret the violation of the neutrality of Mexico, and what¬ 
ever may bo the consequences, it will be a consolation that the indignity 
cast upon us by the authorities of the United States has been avenged 
by the gallant sons of Texas. 

8 o’clock; p. m. —Since writing the above a demand has been made.*- 
^ ^ 

[H. P. BEE.] 


Alleyton, March 18, 1863. 

Capt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir : I have received reliable information that the Mexicans driving 
the Mexican wagons and carts eugaged in bringing supplies into the 
country are abused and ill-treated in the counties of De Witt and Lavaca. 
As it IS the interest of tlie Government to cultivate friendly relations 
with Mexicans and their Government, and as our general commanding 
has issued his ord(‘rs to that effect, I would respectfully advise that mar¬ 
tial law be exteiKh*d over those two counties. There is evidently a dis¬ 
position manifested among shirkers from the army, the coiisciiplion, and 
draft to drive all Mexican transportation ont of the country, so that 
these stragglers and cowards may be assigned and emido^ed to screen 
them from service in the held. 

The TMexican trains now bringing in supplies are very large—a num¬ 
ber of hundreds—and are owned by men of weahh and intluciiee, who 
reside near the i'roiitim*. All the efforts of General Magruder and Gen- 


Incomplete ; hut see Appendix, p. 1128. 
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eral Bee will be of no avail if the most ample protection is not afforded 
to these Mexicans (owners of the teams) and their servants or peons. 
I am not an advocate for martial law only in extreme cases and when 
the good of our whole Confederacy will be benefited by it. Should the 
commanding general of the District of Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico 
see fit to establish martial law in these counties I will visit tbem, and, 
if necessary, place a small force on the roads through those counties to 
protect the trains. I know none but the general-in-chief of the district 
can establish martial law. 

I reported in person to General Scurry on Saturday last. He in¬ 
formed me he had ordered Colonel Brownes battalion to the district 
under martial law. 

I have just heard that the Germans in the upper part of this county 
and lower part of Austin have had a meeting and passed some revolu¬ 
tionary resolutions. I will visit the neighborhood of the meeting in a 
few days, and if true will see the leaders are arrested and punished, and 
on my return to this place will advise you of the state of things. I am, 
however, in hopes it may pi;ove to have been only an innocent political 
meeting to nominate candidates. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENEY L. WEBB, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters, 

Fort Hudson^ La,^ March 19, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. EionAUD Taylor, 

Gomdg, District of West Louisicma^ Alexandria^ La,: 

Geistbral : I have just received your letter of yesterday^s date,* and 
I sincerely regret that I have innocently interfered with important plans 
of yours. My mill here not being sufficient to keep up the supply of 
meal, even when we have corn enough, I deemed it essential to send the 
Nina Simms to Natchez after meal already collected. She returned 
here, but not in time to unload. I have another engine now, and, with 
the assistance I have received from you in corn, will keep me well going. 

I sincerely hope the delay will not materially interfere with your 
plans and I wish you success. 

Rumor from New Orleans, apparently reliable, states that the enemy 
has drawn off all his possible force for the attack on this place from the 
La Fourche as well as New Orleans. He has a strong force opposite 
me, but he cannot move westward or northwestward beyond this point 
on account of the water. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANK. GAliDNEE, 

Major-General, 


General D, Leadbetter, 

In Charge of Defenses at MoVile : 


Engineer Bureau, 
EicJimond^ March 20, 1803. 


General : I have to acknowledge the receipt of two letters of Ool. 


Not found. 
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J. W. Eobertson, addressed to you on tbe subject of the Alabama Eiver 
obstruction and forwarded to me by you for my information. The col¬ 
onel’s s;^stem of triangular rafts is explained in so little detail that I 
should scarcely feel justified in expressing my opinion in regard to it. 
I am not surprised at the unfortunate result of the experiment on Cap¬ 
tain Farrand’s plan. The construction and maneuvering of his huge 
rafts was evidently an undertaking of excessive difficulty, if not entirely 
impracticable. Would it not be well to inform Governor Shorter that, 
if he is willing to turn over the whole question of river obstructions to 
the Engineer Corps of the Army, every exertion will be made to produce 
satisfactory results? 

The anomalous arrangement of Captain Farrand for chief engineer, 
with engineer officers under him, to carry out plans which they do not 
approve can never accomplish the desired work. 

fjnderstanding that 1,800 feet of very heavy chain cable has been 
furnished to Governor Shorter by the G. S. ]^avy, may it not be used 
judiciously for obstruction in the following way ? 

Construct first two large cribs, with a passage-way for steamboats 
of about CO feet between them, and then stretch from them on either 
hand to the shore a slack chain, supported at intervals on small floating 
rafts, as shown in the accompanying sketches. Any attempt to injure 
the cribs or break the chain by ramming w^ould probably fail if a proper 
system of construction were adopted. The cribs should be built ixp to 
low-\vater mark, with salient up and down stream. The buoyancy of 
the rafts at intermediate landing points, if any are selected, should be 
considerable. The siij)porting logs jnight be of round timber, 30 or 40 
feet in length and not less than 113 inches mean diameter. 

The portion of chain between fixed points, or rather points of attach¬ 
ment, might be sui^ported, or buoyant masses placed at intervals of 10 
feet and formed on three logs each, fastened together with two or three 
.-sets of holts. By keeping a few row-boats well manned and a steam- 
tug conslantly ready in freshets to guide the larger drift and heavy 
floating bodies of every description through the i)ass-way it is thought 
that the al)()^^c obstructions ]Jiay be kept free. Lighter material, such 
iivS ordinary logs, would probably pass clear of tbe obstructions, as tbe 
chain v ill be sustained at a depth below the surface varying from 1 to 


10 feet. 

It has been suggested that a guide, composed of floating tiinhers, 
fastened end to end, as shown in tlu^ sketch, might ol>\ iatetlu‘ necessity 
of keei)ing in readiness tlie row-boats and sleani-lug. 

Sliould the s<‘asou of high water prevent the piompt <‘\e('ntion of 
tliis ])lan or one ol* a similar eliaraeter, ,\et if Ihc* Miggestioiis liendn 
contained ni(‘(‘t wflth your ai)])j‘oval inatm-ial might la* eolhsded and 
framed for rapid eonstruction wlnm. the river sul>si(h‘^. Tie* timhei* 
colleete<l for (>ai)tain F.nTaiid’s raft and still renmiiiiiig ma\ fin iii^h a 
toulVn'icnt su])i)ly. II* stone cannot he h.nl foi* filling lln* riiUv, il ♦lli(*y 
are large (‘iioiigli and built witli (‘lose joints (*arlh would an^w(‘V. 

The foregoing %i(*w's and also the app(*n(l(Ml *sk(*tehrs arc* re>pc*ellully 
isubmitted for \onr consideration to give tlH‘m such tiial asiu^ciur 
judgnn‘nt the;\ ma> nuu’it. 


Very r(\sp(*ctfiilly, 


J. F. GlLMFdi, 


Colonel^ Emjinvrr^ hh( 1 (lilef of Bureau. 
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Proposed ohstinictioris for River about 500 feet wide. 




M/ 


SCALE. 

loo A ' «' d' j ' o ^ A 

Eemarks.—(7 g, cribs xx, piles, a a, b c, c b, Miniliir lal’ls; 

c iZ, c cl, to remain floating at until hiiulcd 
into place by ropi‘8 e d, and unittMl at d, to rlo.so 
tbe passTray n ni, ii hi, pioposcd log floating 
• guides for drift, il deemed liL'eesstiiy 

ENGCraEB Bureau, Richmond, March 20,1863. 


Alleyton, March 20, 1803. 

Capt. Edhtjnd P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: The general order, Marcli 16, issued at La (irange, 1 have re¬ 
ceived, and as soon as possible will be carried out and obeyed. 

I wrote you, to the care of Major Macliu at Sail Antonio, iii regard to 
the outrages committed on the drivers of Mexican trains coming to this 
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place from Brownsville and other places on the frontier with supplies 
for the Government and people in the counties of La\^aca and De Witt. 
I also recommended they be put under martial law and gave my reasons. 
As General Scurry informed me on Sunday last that he had ordered 
Brown’s battalion into the foim counties under martial law for my use 
and the use of the provost-marshals, I would respectfully suggest that 
if the general would rather not include those counties with the four 
now under martial law it would be well to order small detachments of 
men, under a prudent and discreet officer, to act as escort to Mexican 
trains passing through those counties, and also to protect the citizens 
against depredations by the Mexicans. I authorized Captain Garey to 
take two men from Captain Weyman’s company as drivers. I inclose 
Captain Weyman’s letter and orders. Please lay them before the com¬ 
manding general. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY L. WEBB, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


• Headquarters, 

Fort Hudson^ La.^ March 21,1863. 

Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, 

Gomdg. District of West Louisiana^ Alexandria^ La. : 

General: The enemy have gone back to Baton Rouge on this side 
of the river, although they have a considerable force just below here on 
the west side. This latter force is entirely water-bound, and will not be 
able to effect anything. 1 think they have given up an attack by land 
forces on this point, at least for the present. It is probable they may 
make another expedition up Grosse T^te, and also down the La Fourche. 
1 will keep you informed of all movements I can ascertain. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-General. 


Alexandria, March 21, 1863. 

Lieut. Col. W. S. Lovell, 

Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Colonel : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com¬ 
munication of March 16. The major-general commanding objects to 
furnishing corn from the river parishes alluded to by you, for the reason 
that all the forage in that district of country is or will be needed by our 
own cavalry operating in those parishes. It is at the ])resent time im¬ 
possible to obtain forage for these troops elsewhere than immediately 
on the river. Large quantites of corn have been and are continuing to 
be forwarded to Port Hudson. Our own depots have been drained to 
throw supplies into Mississippi as long as the river remains clear or 
whenever an opportunity offers. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Bngineee Oppioe, 
Galveston, March 21,186.3. 


Oapt. Edstonl P. Tuenee, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 8a/n Antonio: 


Captain: I have the honor to report that the prevailing unfavorable 
■winds retarded the placing of the obstructions across the main channel 
to such extent that to last night only three rafts have been anchored. 
When during the night of the 21st one of the fastraed rafts was found 
blown up, after examination I came to the conclusion that it was done 
by one of the torpedoes placed by Colonel Forshey, and not anchored 
sufSciently well to prevent its drifting with the tide under the raft and 
exploding. If aU the rafts had been fastened across the damage would 
have been almost immaterial. But as it is, it caused the chains of the 
different anchors to be entangled and some moved out of position, so 
that it doubles the original amount of labor of placing them, being 
obliged to disentangle, loosen, raise anchors, repair raft, and then com¬ 
mence placing them again. It will require probably fifteen working 
days to complete the work. The balance of the works are progressing as 
well as could possibly be expected flrom the amount of labor and ma¬ 
terial at my disposition. 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

V. SULAKOWSKI, 

Chief Engineer. 


Quantity and raUam of suhaistence stores on hand March 33,1863, at the post of Port Mud- 

son, La, 


Axtioles. 

Quantity. 

Rations. 

MolasMs.OalloDs.. 

Salt b«ef.—.do_ 

Potatoes.Basliels.. 

91,100 
311,700 
17,690 
3, OOU 
357,400 
334. 000 
2,412 
13. 619 
42,538 
29,000 
22,720 
390 
31,715 
1,674 

182,200 
623,400 
15,724 
15, 000 
794,222 
2,783,333 
60,300 
14,526,933 
2,127,900 
58,000 
22,720 
9, 360 






JOSEPH P. CABR, 

Major and A. O. S. 


SPEOiAii Orders, ) Adjt, ato Insp. General^s Opfice, 

1^0.71. ) Richmond^ March 23,18C3. 

* # * # * * # 

SZK. Brig. Gen. L. M. Walker will proceed without delay to Alexan¬ 
dria, La., and report to Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, coinmauding, &c., 
for assignment to duty. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JKO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Jackson, March 24:, 1863. 

General Gardner, Fort Mudson: 

Ponchatonla has been attacked and I fear taken by the enemy. If 
practicable send a regiment of infantry, battery of artillery, and squad¬ 
ron of cavalry to Tangipahoa to act in concert with Colonel Miller. 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding, 


Speoiae Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 72. f Biclmond, Ya,, March 24,1863. 

«*#***# 
XXIV. Brig. Gen, 0. J. Polignac and staff will proceed without delay 
to Alexandria, La., and report to Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, com¬ 
manding, &C .5 for assignment to duty. 

* # # « « « * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Jackson, March 25, 1863. 

General Gardner, Fort Hudson, La.: 

Have heard nothing from you for two days. Let me know the state 
of affairs. 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Jackson, March 25, 1863. 

Col. H. H. Miller, 

Gat^s Factory, North of Fonchatoula: 

Unless you feel entirely able to drive the enemy from his position you 
should not attack. An attack and repulse would be disastrous. 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Jackson, March 25,1863, 


Col. H. H. Miller: 

A bridge is broken below Brookhaven, and the re-enforcements will 
probably be delayed until to-morrow. 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- General, Gommandiny, 


Headquarters, 

Fort Hudson, La., March 26, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Colonel: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you 
that there has been an attack on Ponchatoula. Major Garland has 
been ordered to report to Colonel Miller. You will have to look out on 
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your left. The general thinks that you had better move yonr camp 
nearer that direction. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. PEIEND WILLSOF, 
Assistant Adjutcmt-Qeneral. 


Jackson, March 2C, 1863. 

General Gaudnee, Port Hudson: 

I have no cavalry to send yon. Two cavalry companies stationed at 
Brookhaven have been sent to re-enforce Colonel Miller against the 
enemy at Ponchatoula. When this raid is over you can order them to 
Port Hudson, if necessary. 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Hdqes. Dept, of Mississippi and East Louisiana, 

Jacicson, Miss., March 26, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. Biohaed Tatloe, 

Commanding, dc., Alexandria, La.: 

Geheeal: I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to 
acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 14th instant per Mr. Elder, 
and to say in reply that the guns to which you refer (a 32 rifled gun 
and a 30-pounder Parrott) are now mounted and in position, one on the 
Upper Tazoo Eiver. At this moment, while the enemy are assaulting 
us in great force in front and on both flanks, he regrets that he can¬ 
not feel justified in acceding to your demands, but will do so at the 
first moment it can be safely complied with. He has the authority of 
Liptenant-General Smith for retaining them until the present threat¬ 
ening emergency shall have passed away. 

I am instructed to say also that the lieutenant-general has sent some 
fight breech-loading pieces to Port Hudson, which Maior-General 
Gardner has instructions to turn over to yon. Thinking th*at you may 
need projectiles for the 9 to 11 inch columbiads taken from the Indiaiiola, 
Mr. Elder has been sent to Vicksburg, where Major-General Stevenson 
has ordered to turn over to him a large lot of 9 to 11 inch shot and 
shell, which will render your guns much more effective than those de¬ 
tained here. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

W. H. McCAEDLE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetees Westeen Sub-Disteict of Texas, 

Fort Brown, March 26,1863. 

Maj. A. G. Dickinson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, San Antonio, Tex .: 

Sm: I mclose the last communication received from Governor Lopez, 
wmmanding will see that matters have quieted 
down and tnendly relations are again established. I have ordered the 
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purchase of all sorts of supplies that could he bought on the faith of 
the Government, as I feared a decree of non-intercourse from the city 
of Mexico. It is probable now that the local authorities will not en¬ 
force it. 

I trust that you have received the many dispatches that I have sent, 
for I have promptly kept you informed of passing events. 

liTew Orleans dates to the 17th. The destruction of the Mississippi 
by the Port Hudson batteries is confirmed. The fight was said to have 
commenced at Port Hudson. Gold had declined to 152 in l^ew York. 
The French had bombarded Pueblo on the 13th and cut off communica¬ 
tion with the city of Mexico. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

H. P, BEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army. 


It is reported that Stonewall Jackson is at Camp Moore with 20,000 
men to attack liTew Orleans. (Doubtful.) 


BEE. 


piiclosTire.] 

Mil. Commandanoy State of Tamadlipas, War Dept., 

March 23,1863. 

Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee, 

Gomdg. Western Sub-District of Texas: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 22d instant, informing me that you referred the matter of the 
schooner Pinckney and cargo to the civil tribunal for adjudication. 
For the present I refrain from expressing my opinion whether the ques¬ 
tion in controversy is a judicial one or not, as I am not yet advised of 
the result of an investigation ordered in the matter, which, when ob¬ 
tained, I shall have the honor to communicate to you. 

The statement made to you concerning the fears which are enter¬ 
tained of disturbances at the mouth of the river was the natural conse¬ 
quence of the vacillating character of the relations of both frontiers. 

In justice to you allow me to state that I have never doubted the 
lealty and good faith of all your actions. I regret that you ever be¬ 
lieved for a moment that I did not appreciate your motives in releasing 
Colonel Davis and the other persons captured with him at the mouth 
of the river. I understand perfectly well the delicacy of the duty you 
had to perform, the situation you were placed in, and the national feel¬ 
ing, which was naturally in favor of your supporting the transaction. It 
has made your conduct in the matter the more eminent. I judge then 
the renditions of said individuals from your point of view, and consider 
this step as a i)roof of the most sincere desire to maintain the good un¬ 
derstanding between the two frontiers. The same desires impelled me 
to make the communication of the 21st instant. I am not ignorant of 
the sentiments which animate jou; but 1 am certainly also aware that 
you are in the midst of delicate circumstances, which may render the 
information the autliorities of Tamaiilipas can give > on not useless. The 
dangers which the unstable condition prevailing on the frontier might 
originate could not be avoided without acting very prudently; and 
only the combined strength of the authoiities of both nations could ac¬ 
complish the desired result. Viewing* it from this point, 1 have believed 
it to be my duty to make you acquainted with the existing fears, but 

65 R R—^VOL XV 
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since you inform me ttat they are unfounded apprehensions I trust com¬ 
pletely in your statement. XI X X X- X, • 

The demonstration made by a few individuals in tne streets of this 
city, about which you naturally complain, are explained by the incidents 
which occurred on the 16 th, in consequence of which the passions and 
the national pride were excited, which could not be stopped until the 

excitement subsided. . » x x 

The transgression committed by Zapata is of a dmerent nature from 
the one which happened at the mouth of the river. Zapata and a part 
of his followers were citizens of Texas, who fled from Texas on account 
of political questions, and the rest of his gang consisted of outlaws, who 
were not only not protected by the Mexican authorities, but were even 
condemned and their aixest sought. There existed no tie between 
them and the Mexican Eepublic, neither on account of their nativity 
nor any other claims, and consequently the attack upon the State of 
Texas could not be considered as emanating from the authorities of 
Mexico^ but in the transgressions at the mouth of the river occurred 
a circumstance which has produced ihuch alarm and roused up great 
fear. The troops which crossed the river were in the service of Texas, 
and it was naturally considered as a hostile act against the Mexican 
frontier. It is easy to suppose that the consequences of such a belief 
could not be of a pacifle character. The alarm which was caused pro¬ 
duced a deep excitement, which did not cease until the alarm abated. 
But something occurred which prevented the renewal of confidence. It 
was the hostile declarations made by the troops of the detachment on 
the Texas line of the mouth of the river. The soldiers discharged their 
arms several times, hitting once one of the Mexican laborers. Incidents 
of this nature keep up the agitation and give room for the statements 
of which you complain—statements which I condemn, being convinced 
that the chief authorities of Texas have already repudiated them. 

Let us look at a simflar case under inverted circumstances. If Mexi¬ 
can forces should have crossed the river you would, in accordance with 
your clear judgment and knowledge of both frontiers, make them un¬ 
derstand the grave consequences of their proceedings. If you consider 
the past events you will admit that Mexico has assumed no hostile 
attitude, nor have the Mexican authorities caused any distrust by inde¬ 
pendent transgressions, which I hope will terminate through the eflorts 
of their authorities agreeable to the interests of both lines. 

Accept the assurances of my esteem and consideration. 

Liberty and reform. Heroic Matamoras. 

A. LOPEZ. 


Jackson, March 27, 1803. 
Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner, Fort Hudson: 

Am informed Point Couple is invaded to lob and plant batteiies to 
cut off supplies. If you have transportation and can throw over a force 
sufficient to defeat enemy^s movements you will be authorized to do so, 
but unless you feel able to drive him back the movement shoukl not 
be made. 

J. C. PEMBEETOK, 
Lieutenant- Generalj CommandIng. 
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Fktmn HtJiDSON, March 27,1863. 

LieuteE!«it4Senec^l iPkbeberton: 

Enemy ifcias goiiie back^^ Baton Ikragfejimcludiiig also troops from west 
bank of riwr; Jhas sent^back all Ms imortar-boats and sloops of war. 
Two guffiboats.an^ Essex are all that iaamam, Bust’s wagons ought to 
I be sent| iitsiiksy.asemuchtn^^ded. 

EEAI^K. GAEBliTEE, 

Major-QeneraL 


§3^myiettdnanee(£/t Fort IEol, March 27 , 1863 ,^ 


CommaDideiix. 

1 

s \ 

(Ct^bser. 

JSInd. 

1 

1 

? 

Date. 

Foundeiy. 

H Ofiptain Wliitfield.i 

iLieatenant H^unzmiL .. 

< G 9 >ptain Biley. 

•Captain SeaweU.j 

.Captain Ramsey. 

CaptaL- Eean. 

Captain Sparkman, ? 
hot sbat. S 

Captaici Coffin. 

CaptaanXe Bisque . . | 
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No.4.| 

No.5.| 
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Xo.7.j 
Xo.8 1 
Xo 9 1 

0onr 62s , 

liSipQunder.- 
■^pounder-. 
.2tfrg)ounder-. 
32-jK>und6r.. 
42ipeunder.. 

■8/ueh. 

lOiioeia.. 
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42-pftmid6r-. 
32-poTi®€er.. 
24-pQun<Lsr.. 
24-poundec.. 
24-pouindeff.. 
24*pounder.. 
24-pcund6r.,j 
24-ponnd6r..' 

6-iuch. 

32'poimcler.- 

Parrott... 

Smooth-bore., 

Rifle. 

...do . 

...do.. 

fiSmooth-bore .. 
(Columbiad.... 

....do. 

. do. 

Sfmooth-boie.. 

—do .. 

Rifle -. 

.. do. 

SmootSiS'bore.. 

.. do. 

Rifle.. 

do_... 

Shell gtm ....• 
Smoom-bore.. 

<*) 

m 

1 

*2 
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183 

68 

5 
(*) 
163 

4 

58 

ll 

' 74 
11 

6 
264 
229 

70.10.00 
70.2. 05 
65.73 

66.41 

71.41 
(*) 

10 5. 00 
13 800 
13.380 

n 

61 1 21 
5’>50 
5550 
6515 
5550 
55G2 
5562 
62.2.12 
42.2.05 

(*) 

1822 

1836 

182C 

1834 
(-) 

1862 

1802 

1802 

(*) 

*182 

3828 

1828 

1835 
1828 
ieJ6 
1S8G 
1842 
1845 

(*) 

(*) 

(*) 

(*) 

M.C.W.&CO. 

J.a&Go.,B.F.,Ta» 

r) 

T-J. W., Va 

tT . R. & Co., T. F. 

J'.0.&Co.,B F.,Va. 

C) 

(*) 

M.C.W.&CO 

A.S.W. 

A.S.W. 


* I'Gitlior not marked or so defaced by time, paint, fee.# fls not to be distingniababl© 


TIdqrs. Dist. op Texas, ITew Mexico, and Arizona, 

San Antonio^ March 28, 1803. 

Gen. ^V■. E. Scurry, 

Oommandiiig^ &c.: 

Sir: I am instructed by Major-General Magrnder to state that the 
Frontier Eegimeut of Texas State Troops has been received by him 
into the Confederate States service, subject to the sanction of tlie Pres¬ 
ident, as you have been informed by letter from these headquarters. 

The major-general commanding directs tliat }on stretch a line of 
troops across the Indian frontier from Montague bounty to Fort Clark, 
using the Frontier Eegimeut for the southern portion of the line and 
either Gould’s or Stone’s regiment for the northern portion of the line. 
The posts now occupied must be preserved, as far as practicable, for 
the obvious reason that ^supplies and depots are in existence at these 
stations. In the event of any two stations, such for instance as Camp 
Yerde and Fort Mason, being so far apart as to allow an invasion by 
the Indians, you will establish an intermediate post. In all cases the 
geeieral wishes you to give orders to the commanding officers of these 
regiments to spread out their companies as much as possible, so as to 
form a secure protection for persons and property. 

The general directs that you cause this to be carried out without Wie 
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slightest delay, and inform him of your arrangements by express to 
Brownsville. The general wishes you to use such points as stations 
on this line as you regard best to protect the frontier, and also wishes 
you to give the necessary orders to secure vigilance on the part of offl- 
.cers and men. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. P. TUENEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Poet Htjlson, March 29, 1863. 

liieutenant-G-eneral Pembeeton ; 

It is reported that the enemy moved out about 6,000 men toward 
Ponchatoula on 27th, but went back to Baton Eouge on account of the 
roads. It will be difficult for me to make a move for want of wagon 
transportation. The enemy’s whole force is still at Baton Eouge. 

PEABK. GAEDNEE, 

Major-General. 


San Antonio, Tex., March 30, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. E. Kibby Smith, 

Commanding Trans-Mississippi Dist., Alexandria, La.: 

Geneeal : I have the honor to report that I am now on duty at this 
place, engaged in erecting an extensive Government tannery and woolen 
factory, and making contracts relative to the accumulation of the largest 
possible amount of shoes and army clothing for general distribution; 
also for the making up of all raw material obtained either by purchase 
or manufacture. 1 am acting under orders from the Secretary of War, 
directing me to report for special service under instructions Vroin the 
<5uartermaster-General. A copy of this order I herewith inclose. I 
will not trouble you with a copy of my instructions, which are lengthy 
and in detail, but are specific, and fully embrace all of my operations. 

The factory and tannery are progressing I’apidly, and the latter 
should be in operation in two or three mouths from this time, and 
under the new system ought to turn out sufficient leather for at least 
30,000 pairs of shoes every two months. The completion of the factory 
will of course be contingent upon the arrival of the requisite ma¬ 
chinery from abroad, preparatory steps for which have been taken. 

I have also contracted with most reliable and energetic ])aiTies for 
the delivery here from abroad of a very heavy invoice of army clothing, 
among which are the following, viz: 30,000 black army hats, 150,000 
yards gray army cloth, 60,000 pairs of woolen socks,' 30,000 fiannel 
shirts, 50,000 pairs fiannel drawers, 50,000 pairs of army shoes, 60,000 
Iieavy blankets, and a complete supply of tailor’s and shoemaker’s 
findings. 

To meet all these undertakings and to carry them out suceessfnlly I 
have been fully authorized to buy and export cotton, and to that end 
have purchased and will have purchased nearly 8,000 bales, a great 
portion of which is awaiting transportation. 

There are and'have been such an army of contractors and agents all 
over this State, bidding against each other, to the detriment of the 
country, by a sacrifice of time and money, that no transportation can 
^oe had except by mere chance. Besides this, the process of exporting 
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cotton has become so complicated, on account of numerous orders and 
changes, that I do not know whether I will be interfered with or not. 
In view of all this I respectfully submit to you the necessity of grant¬ 
ing me special assistance, as follows, viz: Authority to use unassigned 
conscripts as teamsters or privates from the ranks when these cannot 
be obtained 5 secondly, to take from the ranks or elsewhere such shoe¬ 
makers, tanners, and tailors as I may need from time to time; and, 
thirdly, that I may be authorized to give the necessary certificates for 
the exportation of all cotton purchased by me on Government account, 
without referring to any local commander. 

These suggestions, general, I am honestly convinced are for the best 
interests of the service, and I respectfully request your assistance, as 
without it I can accomplish but little, but with it a great deal. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. A. WASHENGTOIil, 

2Iajor and Quartermaster^ G, S. Army. 


Jackson, March 31, 1863. 
Major-General Gardner, Fort Hudson^ La.: 

The Hartford, Albatross, and injured boat have gone down the river, 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
lA&ivtena/nt-Qeneral^ Commanding., 


Enoineer^s Office, 

Mobile^ Ala.^ March 31,1863. 

Col. J. E. Gilmer, 

Chief of Engineer Bureau^ Richmond: 

Colonel: Your letter of the 20th instant, inclosing sketch of ob¬ 
structions for the Alabama Eiver at Choctaw Bluff, has been received. 

The plan seems to be an excellent one under certain circumstances 
and conditions, but I do not see how in the great depth and strong cur¬ 
rent at Choctaw Bluff the piers are to be held while sinking. The water 
is 70 feet deep and the bottom a quicksand, as reported by Colonel 
Robertson. At Owen Bluff, where the water is but 40 feet deep at the 
present high stage (and rock bottom), great difficulty has been met 
witli in sinking the sawyers intended for the obstruction. It is be¬ 
lieved that this will be overcome and that the experiment will prove 
successful. This is a small difficulty compared with that which would 
be presented by the sinking of crib-work in a depth of 70 feet at Choc¬ 
taw. 

I doubt wlietluu’ it would be judicious to attempt the obstruction of 
the liver at that point, though the place ought to be held by strong* 
biirt(nies. At no ])oint above <*ould the planting interests be so efi“e(*tu- 
iilly ])rotecte(l. Batteries too, even in the much wider ]Mississipi>i, arc 
recoveiing their former reputation, and it is y)resumed that no \eiy 
formidable iron-clads can be brought into the Alabama. Another iionit" 
higher up the river should be selected for oeeiipatioii also, and should 
bo armed as soon as guns (*an be had. Perhaps both conditions, that 
of defense and obstruction, may be satisfied in such a site. The liver 
at Choctaw and Owen Bluffs are now 20 feet above ordinary low wateiv 
Yerv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. LEADBETTER. 

Brigadier-Gene^^al and Engineer^ 
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ISTat^ DeBXLHO'MIOT, 


Bichuicniii.MamM 31^ 1863. 

on. JAISEES A, Sedbon, 

Secretary of War: 

SiB': 'i have the honor to ailorm' you tliat all tKe^na^^o^fSc^rs have 
lis (lay been detached fromi the Harriet Lane, and. LieiatsL Commander 
. S’. JBarney has ’beeri directed to* turn over thalt vessel! ijo General J. 
ahkhead Magruder. Ycwa will please instruct ®eneral Magrader to . 
seeive the vessel. 

I am, resper,tfuIl3:5.TOtijr obedient servant, 

S. mMJLOMY, 

Searetarqjf fh^Na'oy. 


Hdqrs. Dist. op Texas,, srxw MExsajo^ am» Arizona, 

San Mantel 31, 18^.,. 

(General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Im^ector Gmeval 6. 8^ Army^:: 

Sir: I am here en route to the Eio Grand®,,whereafiairs havse as-.. 
Burned a threatening aspect, as you will perceive from the mclosad.cotrr- 
respondence between Brigadier-General Bee at Barownsville andlGow-. 
ernor Lopez at Matamoras.* ' 

I have this moment received a copy of a leister froan the Secretary off 
War, dated January 20 [or 10], 1863, to lieuitenant-General Hplines,. 
countermanding the orders of the latter in relation to the rcstri€;tiftns> 
on the cotton trade, and of course repealing nay orders on the same* 
subject, printed copies of which were sent by me about a miintih. since* 
to Richmond. These instructions from the War Department may makei 
it necessary for me to fall back from the Eio Grande and g^ve uu^thatc 
frontier to'the enemy irom the difficulty of supplying the ixpoopsther^ 
except through the means of cotton. I feel assured thsiti this resiaiilt 
could not have been contemplated by the honorable Secretany ctf War, 
and I therefore hasten to Brownsville to examine into the state ofi affi'asrs 
personally before taking steps which may lead to such disasiDi?(i)ias re¬ 
sults. The loss of the entire trade would be the immediate coiase<3|U8nce 
of the withdrawal of the troops from the Rio Grande. 

Col. E. J. Davis, of the Federal Army, a Texan resaegado, arrived at 
the mouth of the Rio Grande with 300 or 400 men and lauded on the 
Mexican side. I have reason to believe that he brought with liinii 
some 2,500 saddles and bridles, and intended raising the border? 
people and occupying the frontier. I was enabled to anticipate this 
movement and to defeat it only by the excellent arrangements for supr 
plies made by Major Hart, quartermaster and Government agent tor 
the purchase of supplies by means of cotton. He has pledged the iaith 
of the Government for the payment of these supplies, and it* this ^Jiedg<e^ 
is not redeemed these supplies will not be forthcoming. I couW not 
have maintained my position there but for him. The price of cotton at 
Houston has gone up 10 cents, as 1 am informed, since the rumor has 
gone abroad of these instructions, and the Confederate notes will be 
so far depreciated that I fear I cannot depend upon cotton bought with 
our money to biing me supplies for my tioops on the Eio Grande. I 
will of course seize cotton of iudi\idmils on the Rio Grande and use it 


' The Letteis-Recei\ ed Book, Adjuto-nt and Inspector GeueiaVs Office, indicates that 
-Uiere were t^renty inclosure^s, hut they cannot be identified^ 
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rather than fall back 5 but its impressment ^ould create great dissat¬ 
isfaction, and this I desire particularly to avoid, not on my own ac¬ 
count, but because of the advantage which will be sure to be taken of 
it by demagogues and disloyal people. 

If it be possible to maintain our troops on the Eio Grande and act in 
accordance with these instructions without impressment I will do so. 
If that be impossible I will act in accordance with the instructions, and 
resort to impressments should all other means fail, taking care to im¬ 
press the cotton of the largest speculators. Our money is valueless on 
the Rio Grande, and as the exchange of $5 in notes for $5 [sic] in spe¬ 
cie was the only means of paying and supplying the troops there, I 
have to request earnestly that I may be supplied with $ 100,000 in for¬ 
eign exchange every alternate month to enable me to meet this neces¬ 
sity, the means heretofore resorted to having been disapproved by 
the War Department. 

Since my arrival here T have not meddled with these matters, except 
under orders of my superiors in rank. I found, however, these things 
in existence, and I do not see how they could be remedied, except by 
an adequate supply of coin or foreign exchange. I cannot but still en¬ 
tertain the hope that my printed order in relation to cotton, &c., may 
be permitted to be carried into effect, as its promulgation has given 
general satisfaction. I know that the law allows an unrestricted ex¬ 
portation of cotton on the Eio Grande frontier, but I have ascertained 
that not more than 5 per cent of supplies of all kinds had before my 
arrival here been introduced into the country for cotton taken out, and 
as the object of the law allowing the exportation of cotton by the Mex¬ 
ican frontier seems to have been to cause the importation of supplies, 
I presume that any means made necessary to support my army and 
tending at the same time toward the accomplishment of the purpose of 
the law without injuring any class, except speculators, would, if not 
approved of by the W’^ar Department, be permitted. 

As soon as I shall have arrived on the Eio Grande and learned the 
exact state of affairs there I will countermand my order, in compliance 
with the instructions from the War Department, and substitute such 
other as the nature of the case demands, unless in the mean time I 
shall have received authority from the War Department to carry out 
the order 28, printed and forwarded to Richmond, as above stated. 

I have approved of the course of General Bee in giving up Davis, 
have assured the Mexican authorities of our friendly sentiments and 
determination to respect their rights as neutrals, while I have energeti¬ 
cally brought to their notice the flagrant violations of our rights by the 
enlisting and organizing of men on their territory openly under the 
Federal flag to tight against us, and by their permitting the landing 
on their boil of the troops of our enemy witli the avowed intention 
of making war nj)on us. At the same time 1 have ordered two more 
legiments to Iheir fioutier, to be prepared for whatever may occur. 

Desiring to know the views of the Secretary of War on the subjects 
alluded to here, and requesting particularly to he honored with his in¬ 
structions in legard to the policy to be puisued with Mexico, 1 have 
the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGRUDER, 

jMojor Geneialj Commanding. 

P. S.—own views of the policy to be ])iusued with Mexico is 
siinjily this: Tliaf as it is greatly to the interest of our enemy that we 
should be embioiled wuth Mexico, we should not permit ourselves to 
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be provoked by any act of hers or her citizens to any course, however 
justifiable, which would afford the enemy a pretext for blockading the 
Eio Grande against foreign vessels or Mexico an excuse for co-operat¬ 
ing with the Federals in the war against us. I shall do all in my 
power to conciliate our neighbors without giving the slightest cause of 
offense to the French. Should the Federal army ever occupy Mata- 
moras it would be greatly to our interest. 


Jirtract from MonMy Beport of the troops in the Department of Missies^ and Mast 
Zouisima, Dieut. Gen. John C. Pemberton, C. S. Army, commanding, for month of 
Mareh, 1863.* 



Present for duty. 


1 

H 

If 

¥ 

bn 

Command. 

1 

1 

P4 

t 

1 

Third Military Blstiiot, Msij* Gen. Frank Gardner commanding, 
headquarters Port Hudson: 

General and staff....____ 

10 


12 

IT 

Beall’s brigade. 


2,917 

8,782 

5,06a 

Buford’s hngade. 

230 

2,505 

3,458 

4.896 


226 

297 

2,519 
2,470 
2,750 

3,323 
3,608 
3,401 



187 

4i^5 

Troops not brigaded. 

139 

1,760 

2,804 

8,90^ 

Total. 

1,866 

14,921 

20,888 

26,728 


* Em1)race8 only lo nraoli of oiiginul retnzn at r^tes to the Third Military Dietriot. 


Organization of troojgs in the Third Military Bistrict^ Department of 
Mississippi and Bast Louisiama^ Maj, Oen. FranTdin Gardner^ G. S. 
Armi/j commanding^ March 31,1863. 


MAXEY^S BRIGADE, 

Brig. Gen. Samuel B. Maxey. 

4tli Louisiana, Col. S. E. Hunter. 

SOtli Louisiana, Maj. C. J, Bell. 

42d Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Isaac N. Hulme. 
46tli Tennessee, Col. A. J. Brown. 

5otli Tennessee, Col. A. J. Brown. 

48tli Tennessee, Col. W. M. Voorhies. 

49tli Tennessee, Col. J. E. Bailey. 

53d Tennessee, Capt. H. H. Aymett, 
Texas Battalion Sharpshooters, Maj. James 
Burnet. 

Louisiana Battery, Capt. C. E. Fenner. 
Mississippi Battery, Capt. Calvit Eoberts. 


BEALVS BRIGADE, 

Brig. Gen. W. N. R. Beall. 

11th Arkansas, Col. John L. Logan. 

17th Arkansas, Col. John L. Logan. 

12th Arkansas, Col. T. J. Roicl. 

14th Arkansas, Col. O. P. Lyles. 

18th Arkansas, Col. O. P. Lyles. 

23d Arkansas, Col. O. P. Lyles. 

15th Arkansas, Col. B. W. Johnson. 

16th Arkansas, Col. B. W. Johnson. 

8th Arkansas Battalion, Col. B. W. John¬ 
son. 

1st Mississippi, Col. J. M. Simonton. 
39th Mississippi, Col. W. B. Shelby. 

1st Mississippi Light Artillery, Battery 
B, Capt. A. J. Herod. 

1st Mississippi Light Artillery, Battery 
F, Capt. J. L. Biadford. 

1st Mississippi Light Artillery, Battery 
K, Capt. George F. Abbay. 
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Organization of troops in the Third Militai-y District^ Department of 
Mississippi and Dost Louisiana^ Maj. Qen. Franklin Gardner^ G. & 
Armyj commanding^ March 31,1863—Continued. 


aEEQ&S BRIGADE, 

Brig. Gen. John Gregg. 

9tli Louisiana Battalion, Capt. T. B. E« 
Chinn. 

3d Tennessee, Col. E. W. MacGavock. 

10th Tennessee, Col. E. W. MacGavock. 

30th Tennessee, Col. E. W. MacGavock. 

41st Tennessee, Lieut, Col. T. W. Beau¬ 
mont. 

50th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. T. W. Beau¬ 
mont. 

51st Tennessee, Lieut. Col. T. W. Beau¬ 
mont. 

1st Tennessee Battalion, Lieut. Col. T. 
W. Beaumont. 

7th Texas, Maj. K, M. Van Zandt. 

Brookhaven (Mississippi) Artillery, Capt. 

J. A. Hoskins. 

Missouri Battery,* Capt. H. M. Bledsoe. 


RUSTS BRIGADE, 

Brig. Gen. Albert Eust. 

35th Alabama, Lieut. Col. Ed. Goodwin. 
9th Arkansas, Col. Isaac L. Dunlop. 

1st Confederate Battalion, Maj. G. H. 
Forney. 

12th Louisiana, Col. T. M. Scott. 

6th Mississippi, Col. Eobert Lowry. 

15th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. J. E. Binford. 


RUSTS BRIGADE —Continued. 

Hudson's Battery, Lieut. J. E. Sweaney.. 

Pointe Coup4e, Battery A, Lieut. C. L* 
Hsley. 

Pointe Couple, Battery C, Capt. A. Chust* 
BUFORD*S BRIGADE, 

Brig, Gen. A. Bupord. 

27th Alabama, Col. James Jackson. 

49th Alabama, Col. Jeptha Edwards. 

4th Alabama Battalion,! laeut. Col. John 
Snodgrass. 

6th Alabama Battalion, Lieut. Col. John 
Snodgrass. 

10th Arkansas, Col. A. E. Witt. 

3d Kentucky, Col. A. P. Thompson. 

7th Kentucky, Col. Ed. Crossland. 

Miles' Louisiana Legion.! 

Boone’s Battery.! 

Watson Louisiana Battery, Lieut. E. A. 
Toledano. 

ARTILLERY, 

let Alabama Heavy Artillery, Col. I. G. 
W. Steedman. 

12th Louisiana Battalion Heavy Artillery, 
Lieut. Col. P. P. De Goumay. 

1st Tennessee Battalion Heavy Artillery, 
Lieut. Col. P. F. De Goumay. 

Mississippi Battery,! Capt. E. T. English^ 


CAVALRY, 

9th Louisiana Battalion, Col. J. H. Wingfield 
Mississippi Battalion, § Maj. W. H. Garland. 

Herren's company, I| Lieutenant-Colonel Miller. 

Lester's company, 1| Lieutenant-Colonel Miller. 

Lewis? infantry company.! 

Norman's company. |1 
Stuart's company. || 

9th Tennessee Battalion, Lieut. Col. George Gantt. 

Bryan's company,! Lieut. Col. George Gantt. 

Cage's company, Lieut. Col. George Gantt. 

Daigre's company, Lieut. Col. George Gantt. 

Stockdale's company, Lieut. Col. George Gantt, 

Terrell's company, Lieut. Col. George Gantt. 

Wilbourn's (Mississippi) battalion, Lieut. Col. George Gantt. 


* On retnm from which this compilation is made Bledsoe's battery appears also a& 
in Moore's brigade. 

t Known also as the Sixteenth Battalion. 

! Omitted from one of the two returns on file and commanders not indicated on the 
other. 

$ Capt. T. C. Rhodes' Mississippi company attached. 

II On one of the returns Herren's and Lester's under Miller's command; on the other 
Norman's and Stuart's companies, no battalion commander being indicated. 
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Alitraet from Setumof the SUtriot of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, commanded ly Maj. 
'' den. J. B. Magruder,for March, 1863 (headquarters Houston, Tex.). 


'Commandixig officer. 

Troops. 

Present for 
duty. 

Pieces of 
artihery. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Officers. 

1 

1 


Mountain. 

Brig GcTii rr. "p. "Seft_- - 

Western Sub-District of 

Eastern Sub-District of 
Texas. 

181 

234 

2,350 

3,717 

9 

17 

1 

3,041 

4,769 

4,693 

7,200 

Brig. Gen. W. E Sonny... 




415 

6,067 

9 

17 

1 

7,810 

11,893 




^OTE PEOM Ebtubk.—IT o retoms received from five regimenta cavalry; supposed aggregate 3,600. 


Headquaetees, 

San Antonioj April 1,1863. 

General Soueey, 

Commanding JEJastern Sub-District Texas: 

SiE: I am instructed by Major-General Magruder to inform you that 
Colonel Bradfute, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, has been 
assigned to the command of the line of troops which you have been 
charged to stretch across the Indian frontier from Montgomery County 
to Fort Clark. The Frontier Regiment of State troops will be supplied 
in every respect by the State of Texas, inasmuch as it was accepted 
into the Confederate States service upon this consideration until the 
action of His Excellency President Davis is made known to these head¬ 
quarters. 

The general directs that you confer with Governor Lubbock and Colonel 
Bradfute, who has been ordered to report to you for the above duty, and 
proceed to carry out the orders given in regard to this regiment and 
Gould^s or Stone’s, as you may select. 

These troops are by the general orders assigned to Colonel Bradfute, 
who will receive special instructions from you.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. P. TURNER. 


Enoinebe’s Office, 

Galoeston^ April 1, 1863. 

Oapt. EniipND P. Tuenee, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ San Antonio^ Tex,: 

Captain : I respectfully acknowledge the receipt of a copy of instruc¬ 
tions addressed to Brigadier-General Scurry in reference to a contem¬ 
plated attack on the Brooklyn. In connection with it I respectfully 
suggest that the Harriet Lane be sent after the 15th instant (when I 
expect to have the Fort Point Battery in working order) to Galveston, 
to be anchored in the necessary depth of water near the head of Pelican 


Some matters of detail here omitted. 
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Island, and having her masts taken down she would not be seen from 
outside sufficient to recognize her. At that point I may he able to as¬ 
sist Captain Barney with the Sappers and Miners to fit her out as the 
major-general commanding desires. 

Since my residence in Galveston (February last) there have been sev¬ 
eral days with such state of the atmosphere that a sortie, as suggested 
by the major-general commanding, would have in all probabihty suc¬ 
ceeded. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

V. SULAKOWSKIj 

Chief Engineer, 


Port Hudson, April 3, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

It is reported that the enemy have only one division at Baton Eouge. 
The rest are at Plaquemine, Donaldsonville, and Kew Orleans. Ea¬ 
rn ored movement toward Texas. 

FEANK. GAEDNEE, 

Major-General, 


Jackson, April 4,1863. 

Major-General Gardner, Por^jSw&on; 

As the enemy is not threatening you I want East’s brigade sent here 
at once. Say when he will be at Osyka. 

J. 0. PEMBEETON-, 
Lieutenant-Generalj Commanding, 


Port Hudson, Aprii 4,1863. 

ILieutenant-General Pemberton : 

Bust’s brigade will start to-morrow, but his wagons come to Clinton. 

FEANK. GARDNEPv, 

Major-General, 


Jackson, April 4, 1863. 


Major-General Gardner, Port Hudson: 

Let Genera] Bust take all infantry he brought to Port Iludson if you 
can spare it. 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General^ Commanding. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

BicJmondj F«., April 4, 18C3. 

Maj. Gen. S. B. Buckner, Commanding: 

General : The Chief of Ordnance has telegraphed your ordnance 
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officer to mate requisition for enough ammunition to supply 200 rounds 
to each ^n. More than this cannot be spared at present; but should 
our receipt justify a larger quantity your necessities will not be over¬ 
looked. 

Tour obedient servant, 

J. A. SEDDOK, 
Secretary of War, 


Was Depaetment, 0. S. A., 

Richmond, April 4, 1803. 

General S. B. BtroKNEE, MoUU, Ala.: 

If your forces enter Pensacola respect and protect the gentleman 
acting as Spanish consul, Francesco Moreno, as also all others of loyal 
feelings who through weakness may have been betrayed into conces¬ 
sions. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Poet Htoson, April 5, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pembbeton: 

I can spare Buford’s two regiments at this time as well as Bust’s, but 
neither, should Banks advance his whole force. He has withdrawn two 
divisions from Baton Bouge. Shall I order these regiments when 
wagons return from Clinton 1 

FBANK. GABDNEB, 

Major-General. 


^. Poet Htoson, April 6, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pembbeton : 

I have transferred the two Kentucky regiments from Buford’s to 
Bust’s brigade. All start this morning. Strength present, 3,500 offi¬ 
cers and men. 

FBANK. GABDNEB, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees Depaetment Teans-Mississippi, 

^ Alexandria, La., April 6,1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. B. Mageudee, ’ j j 

Commanding, &c., Houston, Tex.: 

Gbneeal : Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith, on his way from Little Bock, 
was informed that an expedition was being fitted out for Arizona under 
your direction. I am instructed to say that great as is his desire to aid 
the patriotic people of that district the exigencies of the service will not 
permit the withdrawal of any part of our forces from iioints more ex¬ 
posed to the approach of the enemy, West Louisiana and Arkansas 
being now threatened and your own district likely to be subjected to 
mvasion at any moment should its army be weakened. The general 
commanding therefore hopes that if a movement into Arizona should 
have been contemplated you will promptly check it, as it cannot under 
existmg circumstances be authorized. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. F. BELTOIT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Jackson, Aj^ril 6,1863. 

Major-General Gardner, Port Sudson: 

Will not order General Buford’s two regiments unless you feel safe 
to spare them. Have authority to order General Buford to join Gen¬ 
eral Price, and will do so if he desires to go now. 

J. 0. PEMBEETO^r, 
Ideutenmt-Qeneral^ Commanding. 


Poet Hudson, Ajpril 6,1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

I have ordered Buford on with his two regiments, as I feel satisfied 
I can spare them at this time. Buford wishes to take the field under 
your command. 

PBAIins:. GAEDNEE, 

^ Major-General^ Commanding. 


Jackson, April 6,1863 

General Gardner, Port Sudson: 

Look out for enemy’s boats passing down to-night. 

J. 0. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General^ Commanding. 


Speciad Orders, ) Headquarters, 

No. 98. f Port Hudson^ La., April 6,1863. 

I. Brigadier-General Buford, with Twenty-seventh Alabama and 
Snodg^ss’ consolidated regiments, will proceed without delay to Jack- 
son, Miss., and on his arrival there report to the lieutenant-general com¬ 
manding. 

II. The Tenth Arkansas Regiment and Watson Battery are assigned 
to Brigadier-General Maxey’s brigade and the Forty-ninth Alabama to 
Brigadier-General Beall’s. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner: 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 

Port Hudson, La.^ April 7,1863. 

Lieut. Col. J. R. Waddy: 

Colonel : The enemy have removed two divisions, with the siege " 
artillery, from Baton Rouge, leaving there one division, with the cavalry 
and most of their field batteries. The troops withdrawn from this post 
can easily be spared at this time for more important services, but the 
garrison as it was at the time of the advance of the enemy was suffi¬ 
cient, and ought i)roperly to be re-enforced again to the same strength 
in case this point should again be threatened with as strong a force. 

I respectfully urge that the great necessity at this post is wagon 
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transportation. It is impossible to move a brigade with all its baggage 
with the present means, and each movement of troops has materially 
diminished the transportation. 

More heavy artillery would be of important service if it could be 
spared. It would be very easy for the enemy to bring a heavier arma¬ 
ment against this place than on the 14th of March. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ' FKAl^K. GAEDKBR, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headqtjaetees G-abland’s Cavalry, 

Gam^p Wheats April 7,1863. 

Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner, 

Comdg, Third District Mississippi and East Louisiana: 

General: Immediately on receiving your order I transferred my 
command as rapidly as possible and reported to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Miller, 

After remaining there two days Colonel Miller dismissed them, and 
told me that I would do him most service by guarding the Amite River. 
The little skirmish 1 had with the enemy at Sevich’s Ferry, of which 1 
advised you, was of great service to the protection of Ponchatoula. The 
forces that turned back were intended for Ponchatoula. 

When I last wrote I did not suppose I had injured the enemy. I 
have since learned that they had 24 killed and wounded. 

The line that I had established on the Amite River was well adapted 
for defense and for inroads on the enemy, and I regret that I have not 
a force sufficient to maintain it, and indeed to make it much more effi¬ 
cient. If it was compatible with your views, if you could consolidate 
with my battalion three more companies 1 could assume a line on the 
west side of the Amite River about 4 miles from the river. A line can 
there be established resting upon the river swamp and directly con¬ 
necting with the three ferries. Since Rhodes’ company has been de¬ 
tached (and it was a most happy riddance) I have but the three com¬ 
panies of my battalion, and from these three is a detail of 15 men at 
Osyka and 15 men at Camp Moore, thus leaving my force too small to- 
successfully hold the country I have referred to. Tlie enemy have over 
300 cavalry that pass through that county. To resist this force it 
will require some 250 men; 75 men to hold the different ferries and the 
rest to fight wherever the enemy can be found. Three more companies- 
added to mine would give such a force. One great advantage would 
be confining the enemy at Baton Rouge, thus leaving full half the 
country on the west side of the Amite River; a section from which for¬ 
age can be drawn. In it there is a large quantity of corn which would 
be made available for our forces. This force would also enable me to 
completely cut off all communications from Baton Rouge to Or¬ 
leans by land. At this time 1 believe there area number of unat¬ 
tached companies. Captain Bryan (formerly Stuart) and Captain Ter- 
rell have both in personal interviews expressed a wish to belong to 
my command. In a former letter I asked for Captain Daigre’s com- 
pany, not that I knew Captain Daigre, for I do not know him or a 
member of his company, but they are acquainted with the country be¬ 
low Baton Rouge, and have a local knowledge that would be most val¬ 
uable. These three companies with my battalion would give an effect- 



CHAP. XXVn.] COEKESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1039 


ive force of some 300, wMcb. would be able to whip any cavalry force 
the enemy could bring against them. 

Having the Amite River sweeping along in from 12 to 16 miles of 
Baton Rouge, it affords a safe retreat and points from which attacks 
can be most advantageously made. Should this force be wanted to- 
re-enforce Colonel Gantt a march of 15 miles would place it in proper 
position. 

I hope you will pardon the liberty I have taken in making these 
suggestions; they are made with the utmost respect, and prompted 
alone by the conviction that the line is a most important one to annoy 
the enemy. Should you think proper to consolidate three companies 
with my battalion, I propose at once to commence active operations. 
Everything necessary for the support of the command can be obtained 
down there. 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. GARLANTD, 

Majorj Commanding, 


P. S.—Since writing my letter a scouting party from the Amite 
River has just returned and brought in 3 deserters, which makes 17 that 
I have received. 

My scouts represent everything quiet on the river, but that the river 
is falling fast and the people were fearful of inroads by the Yankees. 
The deserters left Baton Rouge on last Saturday, and they state that 
there were not more than 4,000 Yankees there and that their pickets 
do not extend more than 2 miles from town. 

These deserters state that their whole company would desert if they 
got a chance. This is a strong reason for my being down there with 
an effective force. Consolidate some of the unattached companies with 
my battalion and I will use every effort to give you a good account of 
the force, and I feel satisfied I can do so. 

Yery respectfully, your most obedient, 

W. H. GARLAND, 

Majorj Commanding. 


Port Hudson, Ajgril 9,1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

Farragut sent down a dummy last night, but only drew fire from 
sharpshooters. His fleet reported gone up the river. 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-General, 


Port Hudson, April 10, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

More troops can properly be withdrawn, but should be rapidly sent 
back in case of need. 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters, 
Fort Hudson^ La,^ April 10, 1863. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Colonel : The major-general commanding directs that you send 
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scouts out arouud Mouticiuo Bayou toward Baton Eouge and find out 
if possible what tbe enemy are about. Be careful^ though, not to have 
them cut offj also instruct your pickets on the river to keep a look¬ 
out for all boats passing up or down the river j also at Baton Eouge, 
and try and discover if the enemy are moving troops down the river. 
Have any information that can be had forwarded direct to these 

headquarters. ^ ^ 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. FEIEND WILLSOIS-, 
Assistant Adjutant-General 


Headquajbtebs Sub-Bisteiot of the Eio Geande, 

Garrizo^ Tex., A^pril 13, 1863. 

Maj. B. F. Geay, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, G. 8. P. A.: 

SiE: I respectfully submit the following report: 

Yesterday morning I received information that a party of thieves, 
with a drove of stolen cattle, bad passed the day previous below here 
on their way to Mexico. I at once sent a note to the commanding ofii- 
oer at Guerrero (a copy of which and of his reply I inclose*) and started 
with a party of 30 men in pursuit. I came to the trail and followed it 
across the river direct to Guerrero. When I came to the river Salado, 
near Guerrero, I sent a messenger to the commanding ofdcer there that 
I had a force at his disposal to aid him to arrest the robbers.* He re¬ 
plied that I must go with my force directly back to my own side of 
the Eio Grande, for he would not on any account allow any armed body 
of men within the limits of his command. 

Kot satisfied with this reply 1 went up to the town to have an inter¬ 
view with him in regard to the arrest of the thieves. I met him and 
the alcalde together. The alcade proposed to take measures for the 
•discovery and apprehension of the thieves, urging that they were bound 
by the contract made between the authorities of the two States to do 
so. The military officer replied that the contract was not in any way 
binding on him and that he should take no notice of it, and that in so 
doing he was obeying private instructions received from Governor 
Lopez, thus complicating him in an act of bad faith. In this, however, 
T think the officer lied. The alcalde said he had no such private in¬ 
structions of the sort and had instructions to fulfill the conditions of the 
contract; but the military officer said he should permit no such thing; 
that he had force enough to prevent his doing anything, and if it was 
necessary he should use it. 

I think the responsibility of protecting the thieves is entirely with 
the military commander, having heard Don Juan Fernandez give him 
last winter an order to arrest Jos6 Ma. Salinas, a noted robber, the first 
time he could find him, and since I have positive information that ho is 
frequently in Guerrero, and has even been seen on the streets in com¬ 
pany with this same military officer. He is the same man who made 
the report to Governor Lopez of my attack on New Laredo, and were 
it not for his persistent efforts in protecting all the thieves and assas¬ 
sins who come within the limits of his command I see no reason why 
this part of the line would not be on as good a footing as any other part. 

Considering the course he is taking I have thought that the only way 


Not found. 



CirAP. xxvn.] COEEESPONDENCE, ETC.-CONFEDERATE. 


1041 


to clieck the bandits who have their headquarters at Guerrero is to 
force the people to drive the thieves out from their midst without any 
aid or, rather, in spite of the authorities. The people of that town can 
only live by keeping what stock they have on this side of the river, and 
in taking care of their stock here I propose to put them entirely at the 
mercy of the banditti they are harboring there. I therefore, on my re¬ 
turn from Guerrero, immediately published an order forbidding them to 
have arms on this side of the Rio Grande. I inclose a copy of the order. 
A number of the leading men called on me asking me to countermand it, 
as they were afraid to go to their ranches without arms. I told them 
when they stopped harboring thieves to plunder our citizens I would do 
so, but could not before. They left saying they would have to force 
their authorities to drive out the thieves or my orders would force them 
to starve; hence I have some hopes that the Mexican authorities will 
take some action favorable to us here as a matter of self-preservation 
for their own citizens. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAl^TOS BEIifAYrDES, 
Cwptain^ 0. 8. Provisional Army, Commanding. 


Headquaetees Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria, La., Ajgril 14,1863. 

Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes, 

Commanding, &g., Little Rock, Ark. ; 

General: It is reported that General Banks has evacuated Baton 
Rouge and is shifting his troops to Berwick Bay, to make that point a 
base of operations. He has already concentrated tliere some 15,000 men, 
and everything indicates an intention to occupy Western Louisiana. 
At The same time McClernand, with a force of 15,000, has occupied Rich¬ 
mond, La., and is operating along Bayou Macon. 

Order General Walker without delay with his division to Camden, 
with instructions to hold himself in readiness to move to Monroe should 
the movements of McClernand render it necessary. 

r will delay to Little Rock until the plans of Banks and McClernand 
are further developed. 

i am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General, Gommayiding. 


Enoineer^s Office, 

Galveston, Aj^ril 14, 1863. 

Capt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Brownsville, Tex.: 

<Japta[N: I liavc the lionor to report that to my greatest regret I 
liav<‘ Ix'en disapixunted in the placing of rafts across the main channel; 
eveiy thing, wind and tide, working against it. I had half of them again 
placed, when last nigld Ihe wind changed, blowing a gale to the north. 
The current came with (what I never believed before) a sweep from 7 
to 8 mil(‘s, whicdi the rafts already iu position could not resist, and not 

66 R R—VOL XY 
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being fastened but to one abutment, got broken to i)ieiies u.i'niiiibt eacli 

On account of want of material and the extreme diliiculty to place all 
the rafts in good weather before a change takes place the plan of raft, 
ing will have to be abandoned, and three cable chains will be stretched 
across, with sufficient support to keep the chains near the surface. This 
will, however, be less serious impediment to the enemy tlian the rafts 
would have been if I had been able to get them all in position and 
fastened to both abutments before the storm came on. 

I will not attempt to throw the blame on men who badly seconded 
me. It is a failure, and as in times like the present men’s merit is judged 
by their success, I therefore deem it proper to tender you most respect¬ 
fully my resignation as chief engineer of your district. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

y. SULAKOWSKI, ’ 
Chief Engineer, 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mtssissippi, 

Alexandria,, La,, April 15, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. 0. Jackson, Miss,: 

General: The enemy have crossed Dei'wick Hay, and a column of 
about 15,000 men is operating along Bayou Teclie. General Ta}lor lias 
been driven back by overwhelming numbers, and indications arc that 
the enemy intend moving upon Opelousas and Alexandria. This, taken 
in connection with the information we lia\(» flmt Baton Rouge has been 
evacnated, renders it probable that Banks has (*]iang<‘<l his plan of cam¬ 
paign, and contemplates the (*onquest of \\'(\st(u*n Louisiana and tlie 
cutting off of supplies to Mississippi by iln^ onmpation of Ue<l Eiver. 

Taylor has only about 5,000 men in th(‘ l>istri(*t oi Louisiana to meet 
this movement. Gaunotyou re-euforcc him with a portion of tlu‘ troops 
at Port Hudson, which by the change oi [dan of (Lmh lal Banks ou^ilit 
to be disposable*? If not, can you not o])(‘iate toward N(‘w ()rleaiis with 
that force, and by threatening the<*ity bring bacdv the enemy from Ber¬ 
wick Bay and the Teclie country. 

Unless we are re-enforced or s()me eoiintei-mo\einent is imuh* on the 
other side of the river the enemy must suceiM'd in tluui oetmpation of 
"WestLouisiaua, and thus effeetnaliy up tiie oni^ eh.i’iiiel by wliich 
supplies can be passed east ol* th(‘ Mississi])pi. 

I am, general, respectfull\, your olxMlieiit s« i^aiL, 

L. WMIUY SI\nTU, 

Licakaant-G<m eraL 


Headquarters Dicpar'J'ment 1h;AjNs Mississippi, 
AIexan(ln<(, La,, Aptil 15 , 1863 . 

Lieut. Gen. T, H. Holmes, 

Commanding, <kc., Little Rock, Ark, : 

General : I inclose a cop.y of a letter,♦ fioin which you will see that 
the plans of the enemy are being <l(‘\ (do[)(uL llis movements along tlie 
Teche show an evident intention to oc'cupy^ that portion of tin* State and 
perhaps to advance toward the northAV4‘stcrn part. 

I wish yT’ou to hasb'n the movements of \V<ilk<‘i\ riivi.'^ion to Monroe, 

Not (oudlI. pLihapsit \vaJio|>\ <»f thal lo JN‘rnl)(‘i ton nl s.imic dalo, j). 
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SO that it may be enabled to support Taylor should the enemy advance 
toward Alexandria. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General^ Commanding, 


List of stores in Port Hudson April 15,1863, per report of Maj. J, P, 
Oarr^ d^ot commissary. 


Meat: 

Balk pork 
Bacon .. - - 

Lard. 

SaJt beef -. 


Rations. 

3,760 
460,000 
64,000 
41,000 


Total. 568,760 


Breadstuff: 

Flour... 3,644 

Corn. 1,215,000 


Total 


1,218,644 


Rice. 

Tea. 

Sugar .. 
Soap.... 
Salt .... 
Mola&sas 


200,000 
2,000,000 
2,616,666 
17,500 
15,466,666 
6,695,000 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Alexandriaj La,, April 16, 1863. 
Mnj. Geu. J. B. Magruder, Houston, Tex,: 

General : It is reported that General Banks has evacuated Baton 
Eouge and is shifting his troops to Berwick Bay, making that point a 
base of operations. Some 15,000 of the enemy are now about the Teche. 
General Taylor has been driven back by overwhelming numbers, and 
it is probably the intention of the Federals to advance upon Opelousas 
and Alexarnlria and occupy Western Louisiana, and thus cut off Texas 
iiom the Ksst of the Confederacy. 

On the other liand, McClernand has occupied Eiehnioncl, La., with 
about 15,000 nun), and is operating along Bayou Macon. Taylor has 
only about 6,000 troops to oppose these movements, and unless re-en¬ 
forced Ihc enemy must succeed in cutting off all inter(*ourse with the 
east. 

Lieutenant-General Smith directs that you will immediately move all 
your disposable force toward Opelousas. These troops will not be re- 
iiiovcd from West Louisiana, and will be returned to your district as 
soon as the necessity for their iiresence hero ceases to exist. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient sm-vant, 

J. R BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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being fastened but to one abutment, got broken to pieces a^;iiiust each 
3ther. 

On account of want of material and the extreme difficulty to place all 
the rafts in good weather before a change takes place the plan of raft¬ 
ing will have to be abandoned, and three cable chains will be stretched 
across, with sufficient support to keep the chains near the surface. This 
will, however, be less serious impediment to the enemy than the rafts 
would have been if I had been able to get them all in position and 
fastened to both abutments before the storm came on. 

I will not attempt to throw the blame on men who badly seconded 
me. It is a failure, and as in times like the present men’s merit is judged 
by their success, I therefore deem it proper to tender you most respect¬ 
fully my resignation as chief engineer of your district. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

y. SXJLAKOWSKI, 

Chief Engineer. 


Headquautbes Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Alexandria^ La.^ April 15,1863. 
Lieut. Gen. J. 0. Pemberton, Jackson^ Miss.: 

General : The enemy have crossed Berwick Bay, and a column of 
about 15,000 men is operating along Bayou Teche. General Taylor has 
been driven back by overwhelming numbers, and indications are that 
the enemy intend moving upon Opelousas and Alexandria. This, taken 
in connection with the information we have that Baton Eougc has been 
evacuated, renders it probable that Banks has changed his plan of cam¬ 
paign, and contemplates the conquest of Western Louisiana and the 
cutting ofp of supplies to Mississippi by the occupation of Eed Eiver. 

Taylor has only about 5,000 men in the District of Louisiana to meet 
this movement. Cannot you re-enforce him with a portion of the troops 
at Port Hudson, which by the change of plan of General Banks ouglit 
to be disposable? If not, can you not operate toward New Orleans with 
that force, and by threatening the city bring back the enemy from Ber¬ 
wick Bay and the Teche country. 

Unless we are re-enforced or some counter-movement is made oji tlj(i 
other side of the river the enemy must succeed in their occupation of 
West Louisiana, and thus effectually close up the only channel by which 
supplies can be passed east of the Mississippi. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Alexandria., La., April 15, 1863. 

Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes, 

Commanding, &c., Little Rock, Ark,: 

General : I inclose a copy of a letter,* from which you will see that 
the plans of the enemy are being developed. His movements along the 
Teche show an evident intention to occupy that portion of the Stale and 
perhaps to advance toward the northwestern part. 

I wish you hasten the movements of Walker’s division to IMoiuiie, 

Not foiiud. Fcrha}js it was copy of that to Pemboitou of huiik* date, p. lOi'i 
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SO that it may be enabled to support Taylor should the enemy advance 
toward Alexandria. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Genera I, Co mmanding. 


List of stores in Fort Hudson April 15, 1863, per report of Maj. J, F. 

Oarr^ d^ot commissary. 


Meat: 


Bations. 


Bulk pork 
Bacon .... 

Lard. 

Salt beef -. 


3,760 
460,000 
64,000 
41,000 


Total. 568,760 


Breadstuff: 

Flour. 3,644 

Com. 1,216,000 


Total 


1,218,644 


Rice. 

Tea. 

Sucjar 

Soap. 

Salt. 

Mola&sas. 


200,000 
2,000,000 
2,616,666 
17,500 
15,466,666 
6,695,000 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Alexandria^ La,, April 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. Macruder, Houston, Tex,: 

General : It is reported that General Banks has evacuated Baton 
llouge and is shifting his troops to Berwick Bay, making that point a 
1 >ase of operations. Some 15,000 of the enemy are now about the Teche. 
General Taylor has been driven back by overwhelming numbers, and 
it is ])robably the intention of the Federals to advance upon Opelousas 
and Alexandria and occupy Western Louisiana, and thus cut off Texas 
trom the rest of the Confederacy. 

On the otlier hand, McClernand has occupied Kiehniond, La., with 
about 15,000 men, and is operating along' Bayou Macon. Taylor has 
only about 6,000 troops to oppose these movements, and unless re-en- 
ibreed I he enemy must succeed iu cutting off* all intercourse with the 
east. 

Lieutenant-General Smith directs that you will immediately move all 
your disposable force toward Opelousas. These troops will not be re¬ 
moved from West Louisiana, and will be returned to your district as 
soon as the necessity for their presence hero ceases to exist. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient s(‘rvant, 

J. F. BELTOH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Jackson, April 17,1863. 

Oapt. B. Powell, 

Assistant Quartermaster^ Natchez: 

Forward the following to Lieutenant-General Smith or Major-General 
Taylor, viz: 

For the want of necessary transportation I cannot operate effectually on the west 
side of the river. The enemy is now in force at New Carthage and Eichmond, and I 
beg your attention to this. 


J. C. PEMBEETOIir, 
Lieutenant-General^ Commanding. 


Mjx. (i mvnvrAN DANCY State of Tamatjlipas, Wae Dept., 

Matamoras, April 17, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee: 


The authorities of the line of Mier transmitted to me copies of com¬ 
munications which I have the honor herewith to inclose you. They re¬ 
fer to some acts of Oapt. Santos Benavides which are not in conformity 
with the ratified agreement between the authorities of both States, and 
which in fact virtually destroy the same. Said orders were issued in 
consequence of an affair which occurred recently. 

Oapt. Sajitos Benavides gave notice that he should cross the river 
for the purpose of following the tracks of some stolen cattle, and he 
actually proceeded toward Guerrero. The commander of that town an¬ 
swered him that he would immediately dispatch a force to pursue the 
malefactors, upon which he received a note from Captain Benavides 
stating that he had arrived at the edge of town and that he intended 
to enter it. This could not be permitted, as it was not in conformity 
with the agreement. 

The pursuit could have been made by the Mexican authorities if the 
delinquents had actually entered Guerrero, in which case the object 
and reasons of the agreement would have ceased, there being no neces¬ 
sity for it. 

^iTot only is this pretension contrary to its spirit, but also to its letter. 
It stipulates that only in cases of absolute necessity the Texas troops 
should pursue the evil-doers into the territory of the Eepiiblic, and as 
no absolute necessity existed, inasmuch as the Mexican authorities had 
commenced to exercise their official duties, Captain Benavides should 
have limited himself to giving information in order to institute the nec¬ 
essary investigation. 

I^'otwithstanding these strong considerations, the authorities of Guer¬ 
rero, actuated by a principle of good feeling, would have admitted said 
captain into the town if reasons of another character had not existed. 
The incidents which occurred at Monterey a'nd Laredo last month kept 
up a deep distrust against him—a distrust which has some real founda¬ 
tion. 

It is painful to me to revert to the past, as I accepted the cxplan.i 
tions of Captain Benavides as valid, if a new and disagreeabh' occur- 
I'ence which took place had not called it to ray recollection. 

The occurrei>ces at Laredo have created the utmost want ol' conii- 
dence in the towns, because they were actually contrary to the agiee- 
ment, and however much Santos Benavides may disguise them, they 
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were a violation against the Mexican authorities. This cause, together 
with the pretensions, justified the answer of the officials of Guerrero. 

On the day when Santos Benavides considered the agreement broken, 
by which he exceeded without a doubt his authority, his troops crossed 
the river in pursuit of other malefactors. 'No notice preceded that act, 
nor were the reasons for crossing the river afterward communicated to 
the authorities of the Eepublic. I can only explain proceedings so con¬ 
tradictory in themselves as the result of a confirmed purpose on the part 
of Santos Benavides to fulfill the agreement whenever he finds it con¬ 
venient or to violate it without pretext or motive. 

From the moment it should be disregarded the Mexicaoi authorities 
would consider themselves relieved from its fulfillment, because other¬ 
wise the complications which were intended to be obviated would not 
be terminated, but, on the contrary, increased. 

I confide as ever in your determination to maintain harmony between 
both frontiers, and hope that you will give orders to avoid the difficul¬ 
ties which have been reproduced. For my part I have proceeded in 
this spirit by giving such orders as I judged proper. 

Please accept the assurance of my regard and consideration. 

Liberty and reform. 

A. LOPEZ. 


Headquarters Department Trans Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ La.^ Aj^ril 18,18C3. 

(Eeceived Eichmond April 20.) 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Richmond^ Va,: 

General Banks has concentrated a large force at Berwick Bay. Tay¬ 
lor engaged him 11 th, 12 th, and 14th. Has fallen back before superior 
numbers to l^ew Iberia. 

McOlernand is advancing in liTorthern Louisiana along the Macon 
and Tensas with a heavy column. The attack on Port Hudson and 
Vicksburg seems to have been abandoned 5 if so, re-enforcements should 
be promptly sent to General Taylor from across the Mississippi. The 
State is threatened with conquest by the overwhelming force of the 
enemy. 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Genera /, (kmi manding. 


Jaokson, Miss., April IS, 1803. 
Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith or Maj. Gen. Eiciiard Taylor: 

The enemy nre cutting a passage from near Young’s Point to Bayou 
Vidal to reach the Mississippi Eiver near New f^artliage. Without co¬ 
operation it is iinpossil>l(‘ to op])ose liim. 

Inform me what aedion 3011 intend to take. 

J. 0 . PEMBEETOK, 
Limtenant General^ Commanding. 

(Sent through Oapt. E. Powell, Natchez.) 
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Healquae-tebs Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ La,^ A^ril 19, 1863. 

Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes, Little BoeJc^ Arlc.: 

General : I send youtlie following information, received this morn¬ 
ing from scouting parties : 

From papers taken on the captives and jfrom the citizens we removed we learned 
that we were in 4 miles of a division of the enemy. * * * The enemy are re-en¬ 
forcing on the other side of Bayou Vidal daily. They are hnilding boats at every 
place they can find lumber, and two steamboat loads of yawls aud skiffs have been 
brought down the Mississippi River to this place, thus enabling them in a short time 
to overrun this entire countly, &c. 

General Smith apprehends that if the enemy should reach Monroe 
they may by steamers make a raid to destroy the depot at Camden, and 
desires that you will, should you receive information of the advance of 
the enemy on Monroe, send a portion of your force to protect that 
depot. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. B. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ La.^ April 19,1863. 

Lieut. Gen. J. 0. Pemberton, Jackson^ Miss.: 

General: General Taylor has been forced by overwhelming num¬ 
bers of the enemy, now supposed to be Banks^ whole army, to fall back 
to Opelousas. He will endeavor to hold them in check near that place, 
but unless promptly re-enforced cannot prevent their advance upon 
Alexandria. 

As Port Hudson is no longer threatened, cannot you order troops 
from that point to Taylor’s aid? It is necessary that this re-enforce¬ 
ment to be effectual should be promptly made. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Department TRANS-Mississrrn, 

. Alexandria^ La.^ April 19, 1863. 

CoMDU. Opfioer Second Brigade Texas Yolunteers, 

On Red River^ near Mill Creek : 

Sir : You will immediately proceed with the troops under your com¬ 
mand to Alexandria via Shreveport, the quartermaster at whicii place 
has been instructed to furnish transportation for you. 

It is of the utmost importance that this movement be made with great 
celerity, as the troops are needed to oppose the advance of the enemy 
into Texas, and the commanding general trusts that no time will be 
lost in putting your command in motion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. F. BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Jackson, Ainil 20, 1863. 

General Gardner, PortS'Kdson^ La.: 

Bowen reports from Grand Gulf two iron-clads, eight guns each; one 
iron-clad, nine guns; one iron-clad, ten guns; one iron-clad, eleven 
guns; one iron-clad, thirteen guns; one iron-clad, guns unknown; one 
iron-clad ram, three guns, in iron casemate in front; one small tug, two 
large transports, and one barge heavily laden. They are 1 mile below 
ISTew Carthage. 

J. 0. PEMBEETOl^, 

. Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ April 20, 1863. (Eeceived April 22.) 
Lieutenant-General Pemberton, Jackson ; 

General Taylor has fallen back beyond Opelousas before an over¬ 
whelming force of the enemy, and is retreating toward Alexandria. 
There are no troops in this department that can now bo sent to operate 
against McOlernand on the west bank of the Mississippi. I hope that 
you will keep the force at Grand Gulf operating against McOlernand 
as long as possible. 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ La.^ April 20,1863. 

Maj. Gen. Eiohard Taylor, Commanding, doc.: 

General: The lieutenant-general commandiug desires to express 
his gratification at the conduct of the troops under your command in 
the various conflicts of the 11th, 12Ih, and 14th instant, and his ap¬ 
preciation of the skill and energy displayed in extricating them from a 
position of great peril and in presence of an enemy so vastly superior 
in numbers. 

The commanding general also instructs me to say that he would join 
you at once but for the belief that by his presemje liere he can servo 
you more (‘ffcctively. 

As far as knowledge of the country enables him to judge, he considers 
the position you Imve chosen the bcot that can be o<‘{aipi<^d. lie has 
wrillen lo General reinberton, informing him of theslnt^ of affairs and 
asking for re-enforcements from Poit Ilndson. division fioin 

Aikaiisas and three regiments of Texas troop.' (now on Eecl Diver near 
Mill Creek) have been ordered down to your support, hut it is liopinl 
that the enemy, content with holding the lo\\er eounti:^, will not at 
present make a further advance. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

J. F. BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 
Alexandria, La., April 20,1803. 

Brigadier-General Scurry, 

Commanding, TTonston, Tvv.: 

General : The enemy in large force have driven General Taylor^s 
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forces from the vicinity of the coast and are advancing toward the 
interior of Western Louisiana. 

Presuming that Major-General Magruder is temporarily absent from 
Houston, Lieutenant-General Smith directs that you will concentrate all 
the available force within your reach at or near Mblett’s Bluff, on the 
Sabine. You will also concentrate supplies and transportation for any 
prompt movement. This movement is in anticipation of either an ad¬ 
vance of the enemy on Texas or for the purpose of concentrating with 
the force now on the way from the northern portion of the department 
to resist any movement of the enemy. The efficacy of this movement 
will depend entirely upon the promptness with which you can assemble 
your forces. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, &c., 

’ W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hbabqtjajsters Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ La,^ April 20,1863. 

Major-General Walker: 

General : Lieutenant-General Smith directs that you leave one 
regiment at Monroe and proceed with the rest of your command to this 
place. Should the enemy blockade the mouth of Black Eiver you 
will proceed overland from Harrisburg. Communication will be estab¬ 
lished with the mouth of Black Eiver and Harrisburg in time to give 
you the necessary information. 

I remain, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


Special Orders ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Fo. 96. ) Richmond^ April 20,1863. 

«#*#*«* 

XVI. Brig. Gen. F. A. Shoup will proceed without delay to Mobile, 
Ala., and relieve Brig. Gen. J. E. Slaughter, chief of artillery of General 
S. B. Buckner’s command. 

Brigadier-General Slaughter, on being relieved, will proceed without 
delay to Galveston, Tex., and report to Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder, com¬ 
manding, as chief of artillery of his command, reporting to Gen. E. K. 
Smith at Alexandria, La. 

*#*«#*# 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 
Assistant-Adjutant General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Xo. 5. ) Alexandria^ La,^ April 20, 1863. 

I. The following officers are announced upon the staff of the com¬ 
manding general: 

Col. Duncan Cage, volunteer aide-de-camp. 

First Lieut. J. Compton French, volunteer aide-de-cami 3 . 
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Surg. John M. Haden, medical director. 

Surg. S. A. Smith, medical director of department hospitals. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

J. E. BELTOK, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Port Hudson, 21,1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

Ko change in affairs here reported. It is authentic that General 
Taylor has retreated to Yermillionville and the advance of the enemy 
occupy NTew Iberia. Queen of the West and the Diana destroyed 5 also 
reported the Hart destroyed. 

EEANK. GAEDKEE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ La.^ Ajpril 21, 1863. 


Brigadier-General Scurry, 

Commanding^ Houston^ Teas.: 


General: Colonel Major, of the Confederate States Army, has been 
ordered to Kiblett’s Bluff to collect the stragglers and deserters from 
General Taylor’s army. The lieuteuant-general commanding desires 
that you will send him subsistence for such men as he may gather. It 
is reported that large numbers of men are making their way into 


Texas. 

General Smith directs that you will use all the means in your power 
and call upon the civil authorities to assist in collecting these men and 
to lendezvous them at Mblett’s Bluff. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient serv'aii^ 


Brigadier-General^ Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Mississippi and East Louisiana, 

Jackson. April 22, 1863. 

Li<‘ul. (hui. E. Kirby Smith, 

Commanding TransAIississippi^ Alexandria: 

(D^neral : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your coni- 
niunicalion of 15th instant, which came to haml to day, and in reply to 
.state tliat 1 addressed you telegrams on the 17th and ISth instant, send¬ 
ing them through the agent at Natchez, informing you of my inability, 
on account of Avant of transportation and the presenc^c of the enemy’s 
gunboats in the river, to operate 011 the otiiei side of the Mississippi, 
and asking therefore > our action and co operation there opposite Grand 
Cuir, neai New Carthage. I regret veiy much the necessity General 
Taylor was under of retreating before oAorwhelming numbers, but am 
nttVily unable to assist him, as the eueiu\ have again occupied Baton 
Ixoiige ill strong force and have, moreover, eh‘vcn gunboats between 
Vicksburg and Port Hudson, which not only effectually prevent the 
shi|)ment of su])i)li(‘s across the river, but are almost, able to stop coui- 
municatiou between the tsNO departnieiits. L have been compelled to 
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withdraw 4,000 troops from Port Hudson, and could not therefore pos¬ 
sibly send any forces from that point, severely threatened as it now is. 

If you purpose making an attempt against the city, referred to in 
your letter, inform me of your intention, and I will endeavor to co-oper¬ 
ate from this side, but deem the risk too great to justify my advance 
alone on this point. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. 0. PBMBEETOF, 
Lieutenant-Gmeral, Oommcmding. 

(Through Capt. B. Powell, assistant quartermaster, Hatchez, Miss.) 


HBADQtTAEl'EES BePAETMENT TEAITS-MiSSISSIPPI, 
Alexandria, jta., April 22,1863. 
Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes, Little Bock, Ark,: 

General Banks, with an overwhelming force, is near Alexandria, and 
this whole country will probably fall into his hands. General Taylor’s 
force will move to Shreveport. The Ouachita will be the base of opera¬ 
tions. McClernand is moving down from Bichmond and Hew Carthage. 
The possession of the Ouachita and Black Eivers is doubtful. You will 
have to look to your supplies at Camden; also to send all steamboats 
as far up as possible. The battery at Harrisburg cannot hold out long. 

The following dispatch just received, viz: 


The enemy is organizing a force at New Carthage, probably to move np Bed River. 
Nine gnnboats, two transports, and one tug; witn Farragnt’s, will have twelve gun¬ 
boats, It is important that no transports Should fall into his hands. 


General Smith moves his headquarters to Shreveport and desires that 
you will give your personal attention to the above, as he will be too far 
away. 

EespectfuUy, &c., 


W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


^ Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Alexandria^ La.^ April 22, 1863. (Eeceived April 29.) 
Lieut. Gen. J. C. Pemberton, 

Oommandingj (&c., Jaelson, Miss.: 

GeNj^al : The enemy are advancing rapidly upon Alexandria. Tav - 
lor IS left \nth but a liandful of men, and I have no hope of re-enforce¬ 
ments reactog us in time to check him. Butte-4-la-Eose is in his pos- 
session^, and this opens the Atchafalaya and a passage for his gunb^its 
from the Gulf to the Eed and Mississippi Eivers, though I am not offi- 
any having passed up. Our boats Queen of th(i 
West and Diana were lost in Taylor’s operations in Grand Lake, and 
without means of preventing his occupation of this 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIBBT SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Oene^^al, Commanding. 
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Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ La.^ April 22,1863, 

Maj. Gen. Eiohard Taylor: 

General : Lieutenant-General Smith directs me to give you the fol¬ 
lowing information, viz: 

All the available force in Eastern Texas has been ordered to concen¬ 
trate at ISTiblett’s Bluff. A brigade has been ordered down from the 
Upper Ked Eiver. Major-General Walker’s division has been ordered 
from Arkansas. These troops ought to begin to arrive about the last 
of this week or the first of next. 

The general is of the opinion that if a portion of the force pursuing 
you should move against Eort De Eussy by the road from Hauflpaur 
it will be impossible to hold it. If you are of the same opinion he de¬ 
sires that you will give the necessary information of the movements of 
the enemy to the commanding of&cer of that fort to enable him to move 
the guns. Instructions have been sent to the fort to have everything 
in readiness for such an emergency. 

General Smith does not desire to abandon Fort De Eussy if it can be 
held. Tour instructions to the commanding officer will govern his 
actions. 

All the public property and foundery have been placed on board 
steamers ready to start if necessaiy. The general would be glad to 
hear from you frequently, even should there be no important informa¬ 
tion. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ La,, April 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. WAlber, Camden, Arh,: 

Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith directs that immediately upon your ar¬ 
rival at Camden you will march with your command across the country 
to Shreveport, La. 

The general further directs that you biing with you all your trans- 
])ortntioii and collect as many wagons as possible in the vicinity of 
Camden, loading them with provisions and forage for the command on 
the inarch. 

If before receiving this order you have proceeded to Monroe you will 
return to Camden, and move from that point, as above diiected. 

Eespectfully, 

W. R. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Western Sub-District of Texas, 

Fort Brown, April 22,1863, 

His Excellency Albino Lopez, 

Governor of the State of Tamaulipas: 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi¬ 
cation of the 17th instant, with its inclosures. 

Herewith I transmit a certified copy of a letter just received from 
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Oapt. Santos Benavides, commanding at Carrizo,* to which I beg to 
call the attention of Your Excellency. 

It appears that a party of thieves with stolen beeves crossed the Eio 
Grande into Mexico a few miles below the encampment of Captain Bena¬ 
vides ; that on discovering the trail he notified the authorities of Guer¬ 
rero that he was about to cross in pursuit, and received a response that 
they also would immediately proceed to follow. He then crossed, and 
on the trail in less than two leagues found himself at Guerrero, the trail 
leading into that town. He then notified the authorities that he was 
ready with his force to assist in the capture of the thieves, but it seems 
that the commander of the Mexican forces took olfense at his presence 
and ordered him back to the Texas side of the river. In the discussion 
which ensued he informed Captain Benavides that he should not respect 
the mutual agreement entered into between us, for he had private in¬ 
structions from Your Excellency not to do so. Upon this Captain Bena¬ 
vides returned to his camp on the Texas side and issued an order that 
all persons should cross at his headquarters and deposit their arms be¬ 
fore proceeding to the interior, &c. 

In calling your attention to the letter of Captain Benavides I need 
not assure Your Excellency, who has given me so many proofs of your 
good faith, that I consider the language of the military commander at 
Guerrero concerning the private instructions he may have received from 
you as utterly false, but it appears to me important that his conduct 
should be inquired into, and if found to be influenced by hostility or 
antipathy to the people of Texas that one more in harmony with us 
should replace him. 

The act of Captain Benavides seems to me to have been in conformity 
with the spirit of our agreement up to the time of his arrival in front of 
Guerrero. He did not then pretend to enter the city, but contented 
himself with offering his services if they were needed. The pursuit on 
the part of the Mexican authorities had not even commenced, so short 
was the time allowed, and yet the stolen property was even then in the 
streets of Guerrero, which would show that the ‘^absolute necessity” 
contemplated by the agreement had arisen, for otherwise the trail would 
have been lost. 

I trust that Your Excellency will divest the occurrence of any inten¬ 
tion to trespass on the rights of Mexico, but rather consider it as an 
enpgetic elibrt to carry out the spirit of an agreement mutually bene¬ 
ficial to the citizens of both nations. The object was to punish thieves, 
and when considered in that light it was in itself a friendly act, and done 
with the best inoti\^es and with considerate courtesy. A different con¬ 
struction of this act may have been instigated by the local and personal 
enmities unfortunately existing in that vicinity, it being the residence 
of Zapata and the headquarters of his band. 

I would respectfully inquire if it is within your knowledge that the 
stolen beeves thus traced to the town of Guerrero have been returned 
to the authorities of Texas and the thieves punished. 

I regret to state that I have received information that cattle and 
horses are being stolen from the ranches in Texas and crossed into Mex¬ 
ico witli lamentable frequency. 

I have no report from Captain Benavides of having crossed the river 
a second time in pursuit of thieves, and shall very much regret that he 
should have done so without giving the necessary notice, but presume 
it was done because the military commander had avowed his intention 


Probably that of April 13, p. 1040. 
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not to be governed by tbe agreement. Instructions will be immediately 
issued to Captain Benavides which will prevent a recurrence of such 
acts. 

I have the honor to be. very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier‘General^ Fromsional Army, 


Headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Texas, 

SoustOTij April 23,1863. 

Capt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneraly Fort Brown^ Tex.: 

Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge your communication, 
dated Santa Bosa, Tex., April 14, 1863, and have particularly noted its 
contents. 

I beg to say to the major-general commanding that the Lucy Gwinn 
has been in Matagorda Bay for near if not quite two weeks. 

The blockading squadron has continued off our coast ever since the 
major-general left, the only change being a gunboat (supposed to be 
the Penobscot) having taken the place of the Brooklyn, she having left 
about eight days ago. 

The enemy’s fleet are moving about from one place to another, but for 
no great distance. Captain Barney, C. S. NTavy, has declined to co¬ 
operate with me in fitting up the Harriet Lane in the manner indicated 
to me in one of the major-general’s former letters and also mentioned in 
the one now before me. 

We have bad various rumors within the last three days as to the 
operations of the enemy on Bayou Teche. The very latest account is 
contained in the inclosed extra. It appears tliat General Taylor’s forces 
are still falling back. Yesterday morning I received dispatch marked 1 , 
and replied as in dispatch marked 2. Feeling that the enemy was press¬ 
ing us in Western Louisiana and that a call for re-enforcements might 
be made at any time, and further supposing the major-general com¬ 
manding if here would probably have done likewise, I issued the in¬ 
closed orders, marked 3, 4, and 5.=^ 1 further ordered three days ago 
►Stone’s and Phillips’ regiments to halt. Yesterday afternoon I or¬ 
dered Gurley’s and Baylor’s regiments to halt also. In so doing I pur¬ 
sued the course which I supposed you would have adopted in the 
promises. This morning another dispatch was received from Geiiernl 
Winith to the following import: That the commanding officer at Ilouston 
will immediately prepare all of his dis})osable force to be marched into 
Western Louisiana. 

We do not know when the call for re-enforcements vill come, but we 
ho])e to be ready to give assistance. 

1 have the honor to inclose for the information of the major-general 
commanding Lieutenant-Colonel Griffin’s report of an engagement with 
a detachment of the enemy on the 18th instant.t It will be seen that the 
only casualty on our side was 1 killed—Lieutenant Wright, of GiiJiiu’s 
battalion. Colonel Griffin succeeded in capturing 8 })rison<‘rs, killi'd 1, 
and 4 escaped in tlieir boat, some of them wDUuded. 

The honorable Secretary of the Navy has directed Captain Bariu^^ to 
transfer the Harriet Lane to the Department of War. Orders have 
been received for the major-general commanding to secure her. hat 

* No mclobiires ibiuid. t Sec j>. 40’^, 
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shall be done with her H I will place a trusty officer in charge of her. 
Might she not be sent out with a load of cotton and sold in a Spanish 
port and purchase made of an effective war vessel ? 

Since the above orders were issued Major Watkins has informed me 
that he received a dispatch from General Smith calling for all of the 
disposable force here; consequently I have ordered forward to the 
Sabine Eiver the following regiments: Stone’s, Phillips’, Baylor’s, and 
Gurley’s. Gould’s will be ordered to-morrow. I will urge forward these 
troops to the Sabine Eiver, instructing the colonels to send couriers 
forward to General Smith as to what direction they should approach 
the scene of operations. 

The Harriet Lane has not been fitted up as you directed, in conse¬ 
quence of Captain Barney declining to co-operate with me. I am satis¬ 
fied that the dispatches from Alexandria, La., are to a great extent 
exaggerated. 

Inclosed please find dispatches from Major McKee, correcting the 
report of the loss of the Queen of the West.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. SCUEEY, 
Brigadier-Oenerah Commanding. 


Headquartees Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Alexandria^ La.. Aj^ril 24,1863. 

Lieut. Gen. T. Jtd.. Holmes, Lnttle Boole! 

General : The enemy, with his whole force, is now within a day’s 
march of this point. The Eed Eiver is in his possession. 

General Taylor, with his small force, is retreating toward Natchi¬ 
toches and Shreveport. I myself am on my way to Shreveport, and 
•you will have to make your own arrangements for the protection of 
property and dispositions for the defense of the Ouachita and Upper 
Black Elvers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 
Lientenmi t- Genera Z, Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department Trans-Mississippi, 

No. 6. ) Alexandria^ La,^ Aj^ril 24, 18G3. 

I. Until further orders the headquarters of tlie Department of Trans- 
Mississippi are removed to Shreveport, La. 

Commanders of districts will make their returns accordingly. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith : 

H. P. PEATT, 
Assistan t Adj%(tant- Genera 1. 


Special Orders, 
No. 67. 


Hdqrs. Eastern Stir Bjbt. of Texas, 
lloHHion^ April 24, 1863. 


II. The officer in command of Stone’s reginumt Partisan Eaiu’cis 


Not fouod, 
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will immediately with that regiment take up liis line of march for Lou¬ 
isiana, via Crockett, Nacogdoches, and San Augustine. On approach¬ 
ing the Sabine Eiver he will send forward to Alexandria couriers to 
report to Lieut. Gen. Kirby Smith for orders. 

♦ # # # * # * 

V'. The officer in command of Phillips^ regiment, Arizona Brigade, 
will immediately with that regiment take up his line of march for Lou¬ 
isiana, via Crockett, Nacogdoches, and San Augustine. On approach¬ 
ing the Sabine Eiver he will send forward to Alexandria couriers to 
report to Lieut. Gen. Kirby Smith for orders. 

^ « * * * * # 

YI. The officer in command of Gurley’s regiment (Thirtieth Texas 
Cavalry) will with that regiment immediately take up the line of march 
for Louisiana, via Columbus, San Felipe, Cypress City, and Liberty, and 
passing through Jasper County. On approaching the Sabine Eiver he 
will send forward an express to Lieut. Gen. Kirby Smith at Alexandria, 
or wherever he may be, to report and for orders and instructions how 
to proceed. 

* # « # # # « 

By command of Brigadier-General Scurry, commanding, &c.: 

ALBEET N. MILLS, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-GefneraL 


Monroe, La., April 25,1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. E. Boaos, Chief of 8taf: 

My Dear General : The latest dispatch from Lieutenant-General 
Holmes is that General Walker will march his division directly to this 
place 5 upon the strength of which I have ordered all the boats, some 
twelve in number, to return immediately to Monroe, to prepare for their 
transportation. Two Yankee deserters came in this luoniiiig from Rich- 
inoiid, La., and report the enemy in force at that point, but intending 
to inarch directly to attack Port Hudson. General Hubert is stirring 
things u]) very much. Nothing of interest to commnnicate. We have 
lieaid nothing t'roni you since 1 left. I propose, if Eed Eiver is block¬ 
aded and you continue in possession of Alexandiia, to run the troops 
into Little River, to within 17 miles of Alexandria, and embark them. 
Does this meet your approval Please write to me. I am in a terrible 
stale of “ expense.” 

Very truly, &c., 

OHAS. V. COSBY. 


Jackson, April 26, 1863. 

General Gardner, Port Hudson : 

One hundred and eiglity tliousand pounds of bacon and 2,000 bushels 
of corn en route for Port Hudson. 

J. G. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant- Genera /, Co77imanding. 


Richmond, 27, 1SG3. 

Major-General Buckner, Mobile^ Ala,: 

Turn over your command to the next ranking (>ffie(‘i and proceed as 
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Roon as practicable to take command of Department of East Tennessee, 
•where you will see and relieve General Maury. Give him full informa¬ 
tion of the state of your command, and specially in regard to all mat¬ 
ters of administration, forsupplies and the like, whichhave engaged your 
attention. 

8. OOOPEE, 

Adjutcmt and Inspector General, 


Eiohmond, April 27,1863. 

Major-General Mattry, KnoxvilUj Tmn. : 

Eemain in command of your department until arrival of General 
Buckner. You will then proceed to Mobile and take command of that 
department. 

8. OOOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Monuoe, La., April 27,1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. E. Boggs, Chief of Staff: 

My Dear Geiteral: General McCulloch arrived here yesterday, 
but left again this morning for Camden. He thinks the advance of 
General Walker’s division will reach Camden to morrow and will-push 
rapidly on to 8hreveport. He also requested me to remain for a day 
or so in order that he might communicate through me with you. He 
is in fine spirits, and reports his command down with same disease, all 
eager and anxious to join General Kirby for a fight. Major Ebett “in¬ 
forms me of your disi)atch (which was shown me by General Hdbert), 
ordering all ordnance and ammunition directly to Shreveport.” Gen¬ 
eral Hubert is now loading two steamers with stores to go up the river. 
Everything will be saved in case of evacuation. He thinks the general 
should send him positive and explicit orders. 

This delectable portion of the world is full of rumors. One is that 
General Magruder has arrived in rear of Banks with 6,000 troops and 
causing the usual havoc; also that General Johnston has utterly anni- 
liilated Eosecrans and is having things his own way, &c. ^Ye have 
nothing from the interior. I presume there was great distress wlien yon 
all left Alexandria. I sent you on Sunday several dispatches relative 
to the movements of troops. General W. thought he could 
Monroe sooner than Camden, and General Holmes granted him ])erniis- 
siou so to do. I sent a dispatch to Little Eock and one to Pine lUuif, 
directing (also a courier to intercept him) him to i)roccedby your order 
to Camden, thence to Shreveport. 

Trusting, amid the conflict of orders, no extraordinary delay may 
occur, I am, general, very truly, &c,, 

CllAS. V. COSliY 


Headquarters Western Sub-District of Texas, 

Fort Brown, April 27, 1863. 

Capt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Ash-t. Adji. Gen,, Bisf. of Tex,, Y. Mex,,^ and Ariz,: 

8ir: The enforcement of the conscript law on this frontier would 
have had but the eflect of driving the Mexicans across the Eio Grande 
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and made them our enemies. It has proved useless wherever enforced 
ill this portion of Texas, and in the exercise of my best judgment I 
have sought other means of enlisting the services and sympathies of 
this people, who are useful to us and would be dangerous against us. 

I first availed myself of the proclamation of the Governor of the State 
of Texas calling out the militia for a limited service to call out the com¬ 
panies on the Eio Grande for four-months’ service. This was responded 
to, and the companies of Captains Thomas, Spencer, and Justo Treveno 
were mustered into the service of the Confederacy for four months. 
The companies are composed of Mexican citizens and have performed 
fclieir duty to my satisfaction. 

Since the establishment of headquarters at this place I have initiated 
a course of policy toward the Mexicans on this frontier by which I seek 
to protect them in their rights and immunities as citizens and thereby 
attach them to our cause. A registry of their names and property has 
been made, and to all who were known to be loyal certificates of pro¬ 
tection have been given. I have also called on those who were willing 
to respond to my call for personal service, should the enemy land on 
this coast, to enroll themselves and furnish a list of their arms and 
whether mounted or not. This plan is meeting with success, and I hope 
for a valuable auxiliary force in such contingency. 

In further prosecution of my policy on this line I respectfully request 
that the major-general commanding will sanction the organization of 
two companies of Mexican citizens to serve during* the war, to be com¬ 
posed of those living on this river. Their services ^nll be needed to 
enforce the police of the river, and will enable me to bring back to 
Woods’ regiment the three companies of cavalry now stationed at 
Einggold Barracks. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

H. P, BEE, 

Brigadier-Generaly Provisional Army, 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 
Slirevejgorty La.y April 28, 1863. 

COMDG. Officer Sub-Dist. Eastern Texas, 

Houstony Tex.: 

Sir : r am directed by Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith to say that you wdll 
order the following commands to proceed without delay to Kiblett’s 
BJull' and await orders, viz: Arizona Brigade, Colonel Gould’s regi- 
inent. Colonel De Morse’s regiment. 

The general further directs that these eoininands bring with them all 
tln‘transportation possible, and if it can be i)r()enred in no other way 
5 on are authorized to impress it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' H. P. PEATT, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Walker’s Division, 

Hear Monticelloy April 28, 1863. 

Gen. P. O. MonroCy Pa.: 

I h.ive tills minute re<*eived tlie dispat(‘h(‘s of G<mcval 

07 R R—VOL XV 
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Boggs forwarded by you. It is impossible for me to reach Camden in 
any reasonable time, owing to the swollen condition of the streams, 
particularly the Saline and More. On that account this route was 
adopted, and for the same cause will have to be adhered to or wait 
indefinitely for the falling of the streams. As it is still raining this 
would be a question of weeks, not days. I have therefore determined 
to pursue this route far enough to get below the mouth of the Saline, 
crossing the Ouachita at a place caUed Marie Saline, and go thence to 
Shreveport via El Dorado. I shall rely upon you, general, to keep me 
informed by courier of the movements of the enemy that may affect my 
movements. My progress is distressingly slow, in consequence of the 
execrable condition of the roads, but I shall lose no time. 

As this note, I believe, explains more fully the reasons for taking 
this course than that I send with it, addressed to Brigadier-General 
Boggs, I will be obliged to you if you will forward this to him with the 
note which accompanies it. 

Very respectfully, 

J. G. WALKEE, 

Major-General, 


Headquaetbrs Walker’s Division, 

Aaaf Monticello, ArTc.^ April 28, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. E. Boggs, Chief of Staff: 

General : I have this moment received your two dispatches of the 
20th and 22d respectively. My orders from General Holmes were at 
first to march to Monroe via Camden, but in consequence of my repre¬ 
sentations that the high waters of the Saline and Moro would detain 
me indefinitely I was directed to proceed by this route directly to 
Monroe, and the head of my column has reached this point. The rains 
for ten days past have been very heavy and the roads are in a wretched 
condition, and it will be entirely impracticable for me to reach Camden 
from this point in any reasonable time. The streams are all up and it 
is still raining. The Saline cannot be crossed until it falls within its 
banks, and even then the process will be distressingly slow in view of 
the urgent want you have for re-enforcement. The same cause that 
made it necessary to adopt this route to Monroe renders it impossible 
to reach Shreveport via Camden without great delay. I have there¬ 
fore determined to proceed on this route for 20 or 30 miles farther, then 
turn southwest, and strike the Ouachita Eiver below the mouth of the 
Saline at or near a point called Marie Saline. I will telegraph General 
Holmes in regard to this, and ask that he will send me subsistence and 
the spare transportation at Camden to that point. My progress is dis¬ 
tressingly slow, in consequence of the execrable condition of the roads. 
I shall, however, spare no exertions to reach Shreveport at the earliest 
moment. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

J. G. WALKEE, 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs. Dept. Mississippi and East Louisiana, 

Jackson^ April 29, 1803. 

Lieut. Gen, E. Kirby Smith, Commanding^ dko.^ Alexandria: 
General : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your commu- 



CHAi*. XXVn.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1059 

nication of 22d instant, just received, and to say in reply that; it must be 
a mistake that Banks’ whole army is operating against Alexandria from 
the indications of their renewed activity against us on the line of the 
rivei‘, they being in large force at Hard Times, most probably with the 
design of crossing and being re-enforced with a body of cavalry, which 
came through this department without as yet being stopped or cap¬ 
tured, our deficiency in cavalry being very great. Gould I possibly 
spare the infantry to re-enforce you they could not at present be trans¬ 
ported across the river, several additional gunboats having to-day passed 
down by Grand Gulf, so increasing their number between that point 
and Port Hudson as to efiectually prevent the crossing of troops were 
it even in my power to aid you. 

Very respectfully, youi* obedient servant, 

J. C. PEMBERTOl?^, 
Ideutmant-Oeneral^ Commanding. 


Port Hudson, Aj^ril 29, 1863, 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton : 

Effective infantry, 8,600; artillery, 1,700, and cavalry, 1,400, includ¬ 
ing Ponchatoula force. 

^ EEAHK. GAEDKBR, 

Major-General. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond, Va.^ April 30,1863. 

Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, 

Commanding, &c., Mobile^ Ala.: 

General : I avail myself of the opportunity afforded by the return 
of Major Sheliha to communicate with you on the assumption of your 
new command. With your military' duties you are too familiar to re¬ 
quire specific instructions. I requested by telegraph General Buckner 
to communicate with you fully on the plans adopted by him for the 
sup])ly of his army and other matters of quasi civil administration. I 
wish generally the arrangement which he had initiated carried out. 
Ajnong other things, under his recommendation inducing the action ot 
the Department, a large amount of sugar and molasses accumulated or 
in tiansilu in your department were ordered to be impressed and held 
for the Government, to be paid for at prices ascertained by the assess- 
jiient provided for by the late law of Congress. In doing this I did not 
mean that* the impressment should be carried to such an extent as not 
to leave fair supplies for the consumption of the people in your com¬ 
mand. In the spirit of tlie law of Congress surplus supplies only should 
l)e iiii]>r(‘ssed for Goveriinieufc use. You will observe, too, that contracts 
liav<‘ heeii made by General Buckner for supplies of x)royisions ami 
other stores under agreement that cotton should bo either luruislied or 
allowed to be purchased by contractors. At the same time it was ri‘p- 
i(‘sented to him that it was not the policy of the Department to allow 
the sliipment of cotton to or from any Confederate port in the posses¬ 
sion of the enemy, and that it was especially objectionable that such 
sliipment to or from New Orleans should be tolerated. A general au¬ 
thority had some time since been given General Pemberton to make 
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contracts by which cotton was to be exchanged for supplies for his 
army at his discretion. 

I have lately received strong and indignant protests against the al¬ 
leged shipments of cotton to Sfew Orleans under contracts said to be 
sanctioned by the Department. These shipments, I presume, if author¬ 
ized at all, are being made under contracts by General Pemberton, So 
far as actually made by him it is not doubted they were warranted by 
the exigency of his situation and came within the authority granted 
and must be sustained by the Department. You will, however, please 
report the fact and the extent of such contracts and the shipments 
made in pursuance of them. General Buckner was making arrange¬ 
ments to use the Alabama, a steamer purchased under impressment for 
the Department, in running the blockade. I should be pleased to 
know the extent to which such arrangements have been completed and 
your own views as to the best mode of carrying out the plan. I find, 
from various applications that are made to me to stdp cotton from Mo¬ 
bile to neutral ports, that the impression prevails that this can be done 
by loyal citizens or foreigners only by special authority from the De¬ 
partment. There is no law prohibiting or submitting to the discretion 
of the Department such ea^ortation made upon payment of the pre¬ 
scribed export duty, nor is it the conviction of the Department that it 
would be sound policy to prohibit or impede such ventures. If the 
countenance of the military authorities is supposed to be important or 
essential to such operations it might be well to make the allowance an 
inducement, with the understanding that the return cargoes of munitions 
or other articles desirable for the use of the Army should be brought. 
You will understand, however, that I do not mean to limit your discre¬ 
tion as commander, nnder any exigency of a military character, to tem¬ 
porarily suspend or delay such shipments. 

Major Sheliha will e^lain to you the inability of the Ordnance Bu¬ 
reau, under more pressing exigencies elsewhere," and especially in Mis¬ 
sissippi, to furnish now the ordnance of the class important to and de¬ 
sired by yon. 

I can only say that the promptitude with which General Buckner 
acquiesced in the transfer of guns already ordered to him to the Missis¬ 
sippi Department has been appreciated, and on that account, as well 
as on the sc«re of the real wants of your command, great anxiety is 
felt to meet the requisitions for Mobile, that they shall be constantly 
borne in mind, and complied with as soon as the resources of the De¬ 
partment and superior necessities elsewhere will allow. 

With high esteem, your obedient servant, 

J. A. SBDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Jackson, ApHZ 30,1803. 

General Gardiotr, Port Euison: 

Six gunboats and several barges have passed down river and are 
taking mules and wagons on board. 


J. 0. PBMBBRTOlsr, 
Ideute7iant-General, Oommanding. 
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List of subsistence stores at Port HudsoUf La., Ajpril 30, 1863. 


ArUdM. 

Qiumtity. 

Kmnber of 
rations. 

Salt pork...do. 

28,871 

2,480 

29,202 

39,820 

66,742 

4,960 

58,404 

31,856 

Salt beef.do. 

Total meat.-.-. 

151,962 

Molasses.gallons.. 

2,962 
14,000 
44,832 
124,247 
206,251 
20,668 
820 
1,038 

2,633 
680, OOO 
448,320 
6,212,350 
2,218,700 
22,045,866 
20,500 

Tallow______do_ 




MEMOEANBIJM. 

Since 30th April there have been driven into Port Hudson 1,000‘beef 
cattle, which, at an average of 325 pounds each and at pounds per 
ration, would be 200,000 rations; also 500 sheep, 1 pound per ration, 
would be 25,000 rations; 285,000 rations. Twenty-five thousand 
bushels of corn at Woodville, 


Organization of Troops in the Third Military District^ Department Mis¬ 
sissippi and East Louisiana, commanded hy Maj. Oen. FranTc. Gardner, 
April 30,1863. 


MAXLTS BRiaADK 

Brig. Gen. S. B. Maxey commanding. 

lOtTi Arkansas, Qol. A. R. Witt. 

4tli Louisiana, Lieut. Col. W. F. Penning¬ 
ton. 

30tli Louisiana, Maj. diaries J. Bell. 

42d Tennessee, Lieut.Col. IsaacN. Hulnie. 
4Gtli Tennessee,'* * * § Col. A. J. Biown. 

48th Tennessee, Col. A. S. Godwin. 

49th Tennessee, Maj. D. A. Lynn. 

53d Teniiesseo, Capt. II. H. Ayinett. 

55th Tennessee,* Col. A. J. Brown. 

Texas Battalion Sharpshooters, Maj. 
Jjimcs Bnrnet. 

FcnneFs Louisiana battery, Capt. C. E. 
Fenner. 

Koberts’ (Mississippi) battery. Lieut. F. 
W. Coleman. 

Watson (Louisiana) Battery, Lieut. E. A. 
Toledano. 


BEALVS BRIGADE. 

Brig. Gen. W. N. E. Beall commanding. 

49th Alabama, Col. Jeptha Edwards. 

1st Arkansas, Battalion, Lieut.Col. Bart. 
Jones. 

11th Arkansas,! Col. John L. Logan. 

I7th Arkansas,! John Griffith. 

12th Arkansas,Col. T. J. Reid. 

14th Arkansas,t Col. F. P. Powers. 

I8th Arkansas,!: Col. R. H. Crockett. 

23d Arkansas,!: Col. O. P. Lyles. 

I5th Arkansas,'S Col. B. W. Johnson. 
l(5th Arkansas, Col. David Provence. 

Ibt Mibsisbip]>i, Col. J. M. Siiiionton. 

39th Missis'^ip])!, Col. W. B. Shelhy. 
Company B, 1st Misbissippi Light Artil¬ 
lery, Capt. A. J. Herod. 

Company F, Ist jMississijipi Light Artil¬ 
lery, Capt. J. L. Bradford, 

Company K, 1st Mississippi Light Artil¬ 
lery, Capt. George F. Abbay. 


* Consolidated. 

t Consolidaled under Loganks command, 

iCunsoVidaied under Ij\lee’ command. 

§ Consolidated iiiidm’ JoJmson’s command. 
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GEEGG^S EEIGADE, 

Brig. Gen. John Gbsgo commanding. 

9tli Louisiana Battalion. • 

3d Tennessee. 
lOtli Tennessee. 

SOtli Tennessee. ^ 

41st Tennessee.* 

SOth. Tennessee. 

1st Tennessee Battalion. 

7tli Texas. 

Ist Missouri Ljglit Battery. 
Brookhaven Light Battery. 

PONCSATOULA. 

Col. J. M. SiMONTON commanding. 

McLaurin’s battalion. 

Cochran’s command. 

Herren’s company. 

Lester’s company. 


CAVALRY COMMAND, 

Lieut. Col. George Gantt commanding. 

9th Tennessee Battalion, Maj. James H. 
Akin. 

Garland’s battalion, Maj. W. H. Garland. 
Hughes’ battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wilboum. 

Bryan’s company. Captain Bryan. 

Cage’s company, Captain Cage. 

Gonzales’ (Daigre’s) company, Captain 
Gonzales. 

Norman’s company, C^tain Norman. 
Stockdale’s company, Cajptain Stockdale. 
Terrell’s company. Captain Terrell. 

UNATTACHED, 

9th Louisiana Battalion Partisan Ran¬ 
gers, Maj. J. De Bann. 

Rhodes’ company, Capt. T. C. Rhodes. 


HE A VY '^ARTILLERY, 

Lieut. Col. M. J. Smith commanding. 

Ist Alabama, Lieut. Col. M. B. Locke. 

12th Louisiana Battalion, Lieut. Col. P. F. De Goumay. 
1st Tennessee Battalion, Lieut. Col. P. F. De Gournay. 

PROVOST GUARD (unattached companies), 

Lewis’ company light infantry, Lieut. C. L. Barrot. 
English’s (Mississippi) artillery, Lieut. W. W. Wilkins. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department Trans-Mississippt, 

NTo, 9. f Shreveport^ La.y April 30,1863. 

The following officers are announced upon the staff of the command¬ 
ing general: 

Maj. George Williamson, assistant adjutant-general. 

Maj. T. G. Ehett, chief of artillery. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. E. Kirby Smith: 

H. P. PRATT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Shreveport^ April 30,1863. 

Brigadier-General Scurry, 

Commanding,^ cfcc., Houston^ Tex.: 

General: Since my letter of the 28th instant General Smith lias 
learned that none of the troops designated are armed. If such is tlie 
case he desires that you will arm them if possible from your supiilies. 

The concentration of these troops upon the Sabine places thoiii in 
front of General Banks should he attempt to reach Texas by dirc^ct 
march. It also places them at a convenient point for action should the 
enemy undertake the coast of Texas. 
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It is of the greatest importance that all the disposable force under your 
command should be concentrated with dispatch upon the Sabine. 
Colonel Herbert will communicate more fully with you upon the subject. 
I am, general, very respectfully, 

W. R. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


Eng-ineer^s Oppice, Galveston, Aj^ril. 30,1863. 
Oapt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Brownsville: 

Captain: I have the honor to make the following report for the 
month of April, 1863: 

Fort Point—casemated battery. —^The wood, iron, and earth work 
was completed during this month; five iron caseinate carriages con¬ 
structed; the guns mounted; cisterns placed, and hot-shot furnace con¬ 
structed. It has to be sodded all over, the bank being high and com¬ 
posed of sand. Two 10-inch mortars will be placed on the top behind 
breastworks. 

Fort Magruder—heavy open battery. —^The front embankment, trav¬ 
erses, platforms, and magazines were completed during this month; 
two 10-inch columbiads mounted. The Harriet Lane guns are not 
mounted, for want of suitable carriages, which are under construction. 
Bomb-proofs and embankment in the rear commenced and the front em¬ 
bankment sodded inside, top and slope. With the present force it will 
require nearly the whole of this month to complete it. 

Fort Banhhead. —Guns were mounted and the railroad constructed 
during this month. 

South Battery. —For want of labor the reconstruction of this battery 
was commenced within the last few days of the month; also the con¬ 
struction of the railroad leading to it. 

Iiitrenchmeut of the town is barely commenced, for want of labor. 

Obstructions m the main channel. —Since the destruction of the rafts 
by storm, before tliey could be fastened to the abutments, this plan of 
obstruction had to be abandoned for the want of material to repair the 
damage done. The present system of obstructing consists of groups of 
jiiles braced and bolted and three cable chains fastened to them, the 
groups of piles in the deepest part of the cUaunel to be anchored be¬ 
sides. This was the first plan of obstructing the channel on my arrival 
here; but being informed b^ old sailors and residents that piles could 
not be driven on account of the quicksand, and not having the neces¬ 
sary machinery then to examine thebottom,it was lejected. Ha^ ing con¬ 
structed a machine for this purpose, it is certain that piles can be driven 
and are actually already driven half across. This obstruction will be 
(‘ompleted and the chains stretched from abutment to abutment by the 
10th of May. SIcetch, letter A, represents the work. 

Obstructions at the head of Pelican Island. —Two-thirds done. It will 
require the whole of IMay to coinxilete this obstruction and erect the 
casemated sunken battery of two guns, as jiioposed in my last report. 
These works are greatly retarded by the diiticult;^ of procuring the 
mateiial. 

Pelican Spit ought to be fortified, as submitted in iny last Kqiort, with 
a casemated work. For its defense two 3li-])oiiii(k*rs and one 2t ])ounder 
can be spared. Tliis work is of great iinpoilain (*, 1 id it l.ccl to be i>osr- 
poiied until the inliencliinciits aioiind tho tow u shall ach aiicedo 
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The force of negroes on the island consi^s of 481 effective men. Of 
these 40 are at the saw-mills, 100 cutting and carrying sod (as all the 
works are of sand, consequently the sodding must be done all oA^er the 
works), 40 (tarrying timber and iron, which leaves 301 on the works, 
including obstructions. The whole force of negroes consists, as above, 
of 481 effective, 42 cooks, 78 sick; total, 601. 

In order to complete the defenses of Galveston it will require the labor 
of 1,000 negroes during three weeks, or eight weeks with the present 
force. The work of soldiers amounts to very little, as the officers seeoi 
to have no control whatever over their men. The number of soldiers 
at work is about 100 men, whose work amount to 10 negroes^ work. 

Brazos River ,—After having examined the locality I have laid out 
the necessary works, and Lieutenant Cross, of the Engineers, is ordered 
to take charge of the construction. Inclosed letter B is a copy of in¬ 
structions given to Lieutenant Cross. Sketch, letter 0, shows the loca¬ 
tion of the proposed works at the mouth of Brazos Eiver. 

Western Stib-Bistrict ,—Major Lea, in charge of the Western Sub-Dis¬ 
trict, sent in his first communication, copy of which, marked D, is in¬ 
closed. I respectfully recommend Major Lea’s suggestions with regard 
to procuring labor to the attention of the major-general commanding. 
I have ordered a close examination of the wreck of the Westfield, which 
resulted in finding one 8-inch gnu already, and I hope that more will 
be found. Cash account inclosed is marked letter E; liabilities incurred 
and not paid is marked letter F.* 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedieut servant, 

Y. SULAKOWSKI, 

Chief Engineer. 


San Antonio, Tex., A^pril 30,1863. 

Oapt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Brownsville^ Tex.: 

Captain: Inclosed you will find copies of a letter from John D. Bur¬ 
gess to General Scurry; also one from Mr. Huhbell, his agent, to me, 
on the subject of furnishing supplies for the oontemplated expedition 
to New Mexico and Arizona, which are respectfully submitted l()i‘ the 
consideration of the geneial commanding the district. I beg leave 
further to say that I am informed that the Arizona Brigade is now 
ordered into active service, and that the Second and Third Begiments 
and Davidson’s battalion are now on the road to Louisiana. 

It would be very agreiMhh' to the officers ot the Fourth Begimcnt if 
the general would cause it to be filled up troni any troops unattached, 
so that they may operate with the brigade. Navarro’s company is yet 
unattached. I have not yet been advised as to w^hether it is to be as¬ 
signed to the Fourth liegiment or not. 

We are recruiting with considerable success, but would like to be 
filled as soon as possible. 

By recent arrivals from El Paso we learn that things are not ma¬ 
terially changed in New Mexico and Arizona. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[S. M. BAIEDjJ 
Colonel^ Arizona Brigade. 


Inclosnres not found. 
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[Inclosnre.] 

SiJSf Antonio, Aj^tU 28, 1863. 

Ool. S. M. Baied, 

Arizona Brigade^ San Antonio: 

Sir: Previous to my leaving Presidio del JSTorte, Mexico, in March 
last, I learned through Captain Skillman, whom I met there and also 
from letters that I received by him^ that there was a probability that 
troops were or soon would be on their way to Arizona and liTew Mexico, 
under the command of General W. E. Scurry. Under that impression 
Mr. John D. Burgess wrote to General Scurry by me that should the 
troops move in that direction he was in a position and enabled to fur¬ 
nish them with such supplies as they might require from Mexico, such 
as flour, corn, wheat, beans, soap, salt, sugar, shoes, &c., delivered at such 
points as might be required with reasonable safety to the transportation 
and at fair and reasonable rates in the market where purchased, the 
same to be paid for in cotton or specie, as it required one of the two to 
purchase those articles in Mexico; if paid in cotton, it is to be at a like 
fair rate. 

I inclose you a transcript of the letter to General Sciray; that you 
may call on him if necessary as to the facts, as he was advised to inform 
me whether he accepted the offer, that I might advise Mr. Burgess in 
time. On my arrival here I learned that General Scurry was at Gal¬ 
veston and that you were an officer of the expedition. I have taken 
the liberty of submitting the foregoing for your examination and an¬ 
swer. 

EespectfoUy, your obedient servant, 

J. HUBBELL. 


[STib-inelosTir#.] 

PREsmio DEL Norte, March 17,1863, 

General W. E. Soxjrry: 

Dear Sir : I have understood privately from Captain Skillman that 
the presumption was that your command would move toward Arizona 
and New Mexico this spring. Should such be the case, I am in such a 
position here that should you require any army supplies, such as flour, 
corn, beans, soap, shoes, &c., I would be glad to furnish the same, for 
which I am willing to take cotton at a fair price in exchange, as you are 
aware that it requires specie to purchase those things in this country. 

Should you require anything and wish me to furnish you will please 
advise Mr. Hubbell, that he may return here in time to complete the 
arrangements, and assist him in doing so by furnishing him an escort 
or cause it to be done. 

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

JOHN D. BUEGESS. 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Shreveport^ La,^ April —, [1863]. 

Maj. Gen. Biohard Taylor: 

General : On my way up the river, by direction of Lieutenant Gen¬ 
eral Smith, 1 <‘xainine(l lh(‘ position at Grand Ecore, and^.ould respect¬ 
fully inak(‘ tli(^ tbllowjiig suggestions: 

Above the blufl* upon vliich General De Itussy’s house is situated is 
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a second bluff; the latter appears to be the apex of a ridge, and a few 
feet from the river is higher than General De Russy’s bluff; is flanked 
on both sides by ravines, and has a gentle slope in the direction of the 
siege. 

If it is determined to fortify this position I think that the main work 
should be upon the upper bluff, with a redan upon De Eussy’s Bluff for 
one or two guns, open to the rear, so as to be commanded by the main 
work. 

If Bed Eiver cannot be entered from the upper entrance of Cane Eivei 
there is a far better site for a field work for the defense of the river just 
below Montgomery. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. R. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General cmd Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters, 

8a/n Antonio^ Tex.^ April —, 1863. 

Oapt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistimt Adjutant-General^ Fort Brown^ Tex.: 

Captain; I have the honor to forward a communication to General 
Magruder from General Vidaurri, Governor of the State of Nuevo Leon 
and Ooahuila, in reference to the cotton trade between the State of 
Texas and the one over which he presides. 

A copy of the dispatch was read to me by the direction of Governor 
Vidaurri, and I am therefore familiar with its contents, and thus feel 
myself authorized to make comments otherwise obtrusive. 

It has occurred to me, in view of the very friendly sentiments con¬ 
tained in the dispatch, and looking to the great importance of cultivat¬ 
ing a continuance of them, that it would be not unadvisable for the 
general commanding to evidence to General Yidaxmri in souic special 
manner the gratification it affords his Government and himself to know 
that, despite the misrepresentations of the Federal minister at Mexico 
and the Federal consul at Monterey, the sympathies of so distinguished 
a man and the people he governs should be with us in our great strug¬ 
gle for liberty, and to express his high ai>preciatiou of Governor Yi- 
daurri’s enlarged and humanitarian view of national law, in aceordane-e 
with which he assents in advance to such modifications of coniin(T(*ial 
regulations as a nation in a state of war has always a right to make 
without a corresponding right on the x)art of foreign ti aders to com¬ 
plain of, and to assure General Vidauiii that the policy of the Go\'(‘rn- 
ment is not to restrict the exportation of cotton to Mexico or in anywise 
trammel the trade with that country, but, on the contrary, by tlie ap¬ 
pointment of proper ofiicers and agents, the Government proposes to pre- 
vent the exportation of cotton elsewhere than to Mexico^ and that one of 
the prime objects of any of the orders regulating commerce is to iiism e 
the exportation of cotton to Mexico by such agents as will insure lln^, 
importation into this country of supjdies Ifom Mexico, and thus increase 
to a much greater extent than at present the trade with that coiDiinj ; at l]n‘- 
same time assuring him of his steadfast purpose to reli(‘vc as far as in 
his power any cases of individual hardship n'siiltiug from carrying out 
any modification of the existing laws of trade. 

That this policy must necessarily result iii rcduciug the price of cotton 
(as the competition among buyers will be less) and enable the Govern- 
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ment to famish the people of Mexico with a larger supply than she is 
now receiving and at prices less than one-half now paid in other for¬ 
eign markets. By this policy Mexico finds herself enjoying, despite of 
herself, almost a monopoly in the first article of commerce. 

As Governor Vidaurri has no interest beyond the advancement of 
his State and his people, I think if these views were placed before him 
in some special manner, calculated to impress him with the good faith 
of our Government, that he would coincide in their general correctness 
and give a favorable direction to public opinion in the adjoining Mex¬ 
ican States. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 

’ SMITH P. BANKHEAD, 

Colonel of Artillery^ Commanding Post. 

[JjxdLoSOTB.] 

Monterey, Mexico, - 24, 1863. 

General Maorudbe, 

Gommander4n-Chief of the Confederate Forces: 

The citizen Evaristo Madero has appeared before this Government 
for himself, and representing several merchants who trade through 
Piedras Negras, in the pass of the Aguila, showing that by virtue of 
an order from you they are prohibited from carrying their cotton on 
this side of the Eio Bravo, while they have with them and on the way 
several trains for that point, and their commercial operations have 
been injured in exporting them from Texas through Piedras Negras. 

If by that measure I did not see anything prejudicial in any way, 
not only to these merchants but to this State, which has heretofore 
held and still entertains kind and friendly relations with Texas, I would 
say absolutely nothing about it, and I should regret this unfortunate 
correspondence of a people who have not only never restricted their 
neutrality on the North American question, but have in a certain way 
lent their aid to Texas, smoothing the difficulties which have presented 
themselves in the exchange of every kind of articles. 

I do not pretend that the measure of which I speak should be abso¬ 
lutely abolished, but that at least a plan may be given by which the 
merchants may save their bonds, and not find themselves suddenly 
ruined by the paralyzing of trade and the excessive expense which they 
are under to be able to give circulation to their bills of exchange. 

JVIay it please you, general, to consider this manifestation as the 
result of my feelings for the good of our neighboring people, and accept 
the assurances of my highest appreciation. 

God and Liberty. 


SANTIAGO VIBAUEEI. 
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Alstraot from Beport of the Troops in the Department of the Ghilf Maj. Gen, S. B, Buck¬ 
ner commanding^ May 1,1863 (headquarters Motile, Ala,). 


Command. 

Present. 

43 

1 . 
2-S 

§'S 

(aO 

Aggregate last re¬ 
port. 

Remarks. 

t 

s 

1 

a 

3 

1 

& 

: < 

Department staff.. 



16 

7 

903 

145 

384 

S3 

16 

7 

949 

151 

456 

25 

15 

7 

950 

152 

453 

31 

Two battalions trans¬ 
ferred to Tennessee. 

Eastern DivlsiGn: 

Staff. 



Infantry . 

Artillery. 

Caval^. 

■Western Division: 

Staff. 

766 

135 

320 

864 

141 

868 

Infantry.... 



Artillery. 

Cavalry. 

Total Infantry. 

Artillery. 

Cavalry. 

Grand total*. 

2,622 

706 

2,847 

760 

3,010 
784 

3,431 

1,025 

4,444 

1,022 

756 
2,754 
1,026 

seF 

2,988 

1,118 

903 

3,165 

1,168 

949 
8,582 
1,481 

950 

4,596 

1,475 

4,536 

4,970 

6,271 

6,059 

7,074 


* Including department and division stafP. 


Tabular statement of troops in the Department of the Gulf Maj. Gen. S. B. 
Buchner commanding^ ‘^/or Aprils 1863.” 

EASTERN DIVISIONS 

Brig. G^n. James Cantby. 

2d Alabama Cavalry, Lieut. Col. James Cumungham. 

• 29tb Alabama Infantry, Col. John F. Conoley. 

-Florida Cavalry Battalion, Captain T. J. Myers. 

19th Louisiana Infantry, Col. W. P. Winans. 

Amos’ cavalry. Captain Amos. 

Barry’s (Tennessee) battery, Capt. Kobert L. Barry. 

Pegnes’ command, Captain Pegues. 

WESTERN DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen, William W. Mackall. 


FIRST BRIGADE. 


Brig. Gen. James E. Slaughter. 


9th Alabama Battalion, Lieut. Col. Bushrod Jones. 

17th Alabama Infantry,! Col. V. S. Murphey. 

21st Alabpia Infantry! (First Battalion), Col. C. D. Anderson. 
CharoentiePs (Alabama) battery,! Capt. S. Charpentier. 

Gid. Nelson (Alabama) Artillery, Capt. Joseph Selden. 

Homes’ (Tennessee) battery,! Capt. W. Y. C. Homes. 

Apalachee Battery, Maj. E. L. Winder. 

Belmont Battery,! Capt. John James Ward. 

MobBe, Ala., Lieot. Col. N. Wickliffe. 

Pinto Battery,§ Qapt. C. E. Sadler. 

Selma, Ala., Maj. N. R. Chamblin. 

Spani^ River Battery, § Capt. J. H. Hotchisson. 


* Troops at and near Pollard. 

X Mobile, Colonel Murphey commanding. Detachment of Seven¬ 

teenth Alabama manning Apalachee Battery. 

! Choctaw and Owen Bluff, as heavy attilleiy. 

$ Pinto Island and mouth of Spanish River, Major Quattlebaum commanding. 
















Chap. XXTir.] COERBSPONDENCE, ETC.-CONFEDERATE. 


1069 


WMSTEBN DXrXSJON'— Continued. 

SBCOITB BRIGADK.* 

Brig. Gen. A. Gumming. 

18tli Alabama Infantry, Col. J. T. Holtzclaw. 

36th Alabama Infantry, Col. E. H. Smith. 

38th Alabama Infantry, Col. Charles T. Ketchnm. 

-Alabama Battalion Partisan Rangers, Maj. William Boyles. 

1st Confederate Infantry (First Battalion), Lient. Col. J. w. Aderhold, 
Fowler^s (Alabama) battery, Capt. W. H. Fowler. 

Dorrance Rangers, Capt. John W. Murrell. 

THIRD BRIGADE. 

Col. William L. Poweix. 

1st Alabama Artilleiy Battaliomt Lient. Col. R. C. Forsyth. 

2ist Alabama Infantryt (Second Battalion), Lient. Col. C. S. Stewart. 

1st Confederate Infantryt (Second Battalion), Lieut. Col. George A. Smith, 
Baldwin Rangers, $ Capt. T. C. Barlow. 

Cary’s (Alabama) battery, If Capt. J.M. Cary. 

City Troop,$ Capt. E. T. Arrin^on. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond^ May 1, 1863. 

Col. J. H. Clanton, Montgomery^ Ala.: 

The Department directs you to move your cavalry and some compa¬ 
nies of infantry to Pollard, to take the place of a regiment of cavaliy 
to be withdrawn. The time for completing your brigade will be ex¬ 
tended till the 1st of June. The Department desires activity in its 
completion. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


Richmond, May 1, 1863. 

General Bijokneb, 

Or Commanding Officerj Mobile: 

If there is a cavalry regiment at Pollard, Ala., send it at once to 
Mississippi to report to General Pemberton. Its place will be supplied 
by troops raised by Colonel Clanton, who has been instructed to that 
eilect. If there is no such at or near Pollard, then send some other 
ca\^alry regiment of your command immediately to Mississippi. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Yicksburg, May 1, 1863. 

General Gardner, Tort Hudson: 

Send General Gregg’s brigade at once to Jackson. On reaching 
Osyka, if transportation is not furnished, he must go up the road until 
he meets it. Direct him to move rapidly. 

J. C. PEMI^ERTO]bI, 
Lieutenant-General^ Commanding. 

* About Mobile. tFort Mor^tiu. t Fort Gaines. ^ Perdido River. If Grant’s Piibs. 
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Special ORqpss, \ Headquarters, 

Ko. 123, J . Port Rudson^ La.^ May 1, 1863. 

I. The Fourth Louisiana Volunteers, Fifty-fifth Tennessee Volun¬ 
teers, and Fenner’s battery irill proceed to Williams’ Bridge, on special 
service, with as little delay as practicable. 

*»•*«** 

III. Brigadier-General Gregg, with his brigade, wiQ proceed to Jack- 
son, Miss., with as little delay as practicable, according to instructions 
from Department Headquarters. Quartermaster will furnish transpor¬ 
tation. 

IV. The ninth Louisiana Battalion Infantry, commanded by Captain 
Chinn, temporarily attached to General Gregg’s brigade, is transferred 
to General Maxey’s brigade. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner: 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ViOKSBURa, May 1,1863. 

Major-General Gardner, Port Hudson: 

Bowen is hard pressed. Should he fall back, the communication with 
Port Hudson will be out off. 


J. C. PEMBERTOn, , 
Lieutenant-Generaly Commanding. 


ViOKSBURO, May 1,1863. 

General Gardner, Port Hudson : 

You must now make arrangements to get supplies from other side of 
river at every opportunity. Send aud recall Wilbourii’s cavalry. Send 
with Gregg only cooking utensils aud ammunition. He must leave tent 
and baggage. Any communication with me you must make at once, as 
most probably the wires will soon he cut. 

J. C. IM^.MIJERTON, 
Lieutefumt- Genera /, Com inandimj. 


Port Hudson, May 2, KS63. 

Lieutenant-General Pemberton: 

Enemy’s raid has successfully passed to Baton Roug(^*‘ I need more 
cavalry and a good commander. Can I bi*eak up the post at Ponclia- 
toulal 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-General. 


Mobile, May 2, LS63. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

1 have filled requisitions from neigiiboring commaiuhnvs until iliis 
department is nearly stripped of troops. 1 sent nearly a tliousancl (*av- 


Grierson’b raid, repoitcd in chaiHer covering operations Jaiuiarv 
20-Jxily 4, 1863, against Vicksburg. 
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airy from Pollard to General Pemberton several weeks ago. I Lave 
there only a few companies of cavalry to guard the front and but one 
infantry regiment. 1 have no other infantry in the department. My 
entire garrison for the water and land defenses of Mobile is one regi¬ 
ment acting as artillery. I am sending now the only cavalry battalion 
left me. Only three small companies remain to guard the coast to¬ 
wards Pascagoula. 

Cannot General Beauregard send me re-enforcements? The enemy 
are making another raid down the railroad in Mississippi. 

S. B. BUOKNEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Special Oedbes, ) Headquabtbes, 

No. 125. ) Port Hudson^ La.j May 3,1863. 

I. Colonel Brown with his command will remain at Williams^ Bridge. 
Colonel Miles with his Legion will take post at Olive Branch. The 
senior officer will command the whole, cavalry included, and take charge 
of all positions of the outpost up to Clinton and Tangipahoa. 

***•### 

By command of Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner: 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ViOKSBUEC, May 4,1863. 
Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner, Port Hudson: 

You must come and bring with you 5,000 infantry. Leave Beall in 
command. Bring Maxey. Call in outpost except cavalry. Bring cav¬ 
alry enough to protect your flanks on march, leaving sufficient artil¬ 
lery for defense of Port Hudson. 

J. 0. PEMBEETON, 
Lieutenant-Generalj Commanding. 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

IShrevej)ort^ May 4, 1803. 

Brigadier-General Scurry, 

Commanding^ Houstonj Tex.: 

General: You will concentrate without delay at some point near 
Mblott^s Blull* tlie following troops: Col. 0. L. P.\ron’s regiment, Col. 
J. Bates’ regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Spaighf^ battalion, with sup- 
idiovS and t» ansportation for an active cami>aign. 

The regiment of Colonel Gould will be armed in the best possible man¬ 
ner and sent to supply the place now occupied by Colonel Bates’ regi¬ 
ment. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Smith: 

W. E. BOGGS, 

, Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Office Beig^ade Qxtaetermasxeb, 

Fort BrowUj Tex., May 4,1863. 

Lieut. Ool. H. 0. McNeill, 

Impeotor-Qeneral, Brownsville, Tex.: 

Colonel : In compliance with your request I have the honor to sub¬ 
mit for your consideration my views in regard to the supply of the 
army on the Eio Grande: 

In the first place I feel authorized to say that negotiations can be 
made in this city and Matamoras, with reliable and responsible mercan¬ 
tile houses,by which every article required in each one of the departments 
(quartermaster's, subsistence, ordnance, and medical), can be obtained 
on reasonable terms, in quantities sufficient to supply the entire Trans- 
Mississippi Department, provided we can devise some plan by which 
the Government, through its agents, can with certainty transport and 
concentrate at convenient depots in the interior cotton to meet the 
payments promptly. 

It is to the accomplishment of this that I would direct your attention 
particularly, believing that the present policy in regard to purchases 
based upon cotton will result not only in disappointment in procuring 
what we need but detrimental to the credit of the Government; in a 
word, it is wholly impracticable, in my opinion, for the following rea¬ 
sons : 

1st. The distance from this, the only point for the exportation of cot¬ 
ton, to the cotton growing sections of the State is from 300 to GOO miles, 
over a country destitute of grass and with no facilities to procure forage. 
It is therefore not only impracticable but impossible for animals to 
travel this distance through such a country and arrive at their destina¬ 
tion within a reasonable time. 

2d. The great scarcity of transportation, in connection with the de¬ 
mand by speculators. Government contractors, &c., who offer exorbi¬ 
tant rates payable in specie, renders it impracticable to obtain trans¬ 
portation for a sufficient quantity of cotton to meet the wants and lia¬ 
bilities of the Government. 

3d. I deem it impossible for any one man to successfully discharge 
the duty this pohcy imposes upon the officer selected for that purpose. 
When you take into consideration the vast area of country over which 
he has to travel, first to purchase the cotton, secondly to procure trans¬ 
portation, and lastly to return to Brownsville, sell the cotton, and to 
attend to the investment of its proceeds and the introduction of sup¬ 
plies, it appears to me that amoment^s reflection will prove the correct¬ 
ness of my position. If a doubt, however, should exist I would respect¬ 
fully call your attention to the fact that this agent has been actively 
engaged for the past flve months, clothed with every facility the com¬ 
manding general could grant him, and with all these resources and his 
known energy only 40 bales of cotton have yet reached the Eio Grande. 
This result clearly demonstrates the impracticability of the present i>ol- 
hcy, and the question arises how is this to be remedied I will reply 
by making the following suggestions: 

First. Establish depots at Goliad, San Antonio, and Santa Gertrudes: 
concentrate the cotton purchased by tlie Government at each of these 
points, and appoint suitable agents to attend to its preservation and 
delivery. This will avoid to a great extent the difficulty in obtaining 
transportation. Negro labor can be employed in hauling to each one 
of the above-named points when it could not with safety be sent to the 
Eio Grande, and Mexican teamsters and teams could bo employed to 
transport this cotton flcom thence to Brownsville, 
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Secondly. I would respectfully suggest a division of the labor now 
devolvent upon the Government agent, as follows; Appoint or detail 
some discreet officer, or employ a commission house, vested with au¬ 
thority to purchase cotton, attend to its transportation, and store it at 
each of the above-named points, as may be most convenient fi‘om the 
place of purchase; revoke all authority granted to any other officer, 
agent, or contractor to purchase cotton within the State, making it ex¬ 
clusively the business of one man and his agents, thus preventing com¬ 
petition between officers and agents purchasing for the same purpose. 

Detail an officer (a thorough business man, to be found) who will 
inspire confidence in his intercourse with the merchants of this place 
and Matamoras for the purpose of disposing of this cotton, negotiating 
for supplies, filling requisitions, &c., his office or headquarters to be at 
this place. Revoke all authority heretofore granted to contract for any 
article based upon cotton by any other officer or agent; vest him with 
discretionary powers to sell this cotton at the places where it may be 
concentrated or at Brownsville, as he may deem expedient, and I will 
guarantee every article requisite for the army can be purchased with¬ 
out difficulty and the credit of the Government sustained. 

I will remark here that all that capitalists require to furnish the army 
is to be satisfied that the cotton to meet the payment is stored at a given 
point, and there will be no disappointment when the transportation is 
sent' after it. They will either take it at the market price here, less the 
regular transportation from the point of delivery, or they will have it 
hauled, advance the freight, and sell it on account of the Government, 
charging2^ per cent, commissions for selling and the same for advancing. 

Another advantage to be gained by this policy is that stores destined 
for the interior can be purchased to be delivered where the cotton is 
stored and sent by the same teams that haul return loads of cotton. 
Again, no facilities are granted or cotton delivered until the stores are 
received. 

There are many other reasons which time will not permit me to men¬ 
tion, but which will probably suggest themselves to you, why this policy 
should be adopted. I will, however, mention one other which I regard 
as important both for the protection of the officer charged with this duty 
and the Government. It is this; At present there is no check or way by 
which the Government can be protected against fraud, and, on the 
other hand, one officer being charged with the duty of purchasing cotton, 
transporting and selling it, purchasing and introducing supplies, is forced 
to rely upon his own statements to remove any censure or charges that 
may be made against him, while the plan suggested by me would estab¬ 
lish a check by which either fraud or error could be detected and cor¬ 
rected on account of the transaction passing through two officers. 

T have thus hastily expressed ray views upon this important question, 
and it afibrds me pleasure to say, in conclusion, that my intercourse 
with the prominent and wealthy merchants of this city and Matamoras 
has satisfied me that they are willing and prepared to extend us every 
facility that we can reasonably expect, if we cau only give them an 
assurance that they will be reimbursed and reasonably remunerated for 
their services. Offers have been made to me, on the terms above stated, 
to furnish munitions of war, quartermaster's, subsistence, and medical 
stores in any quantity that is required with any guarantee that we may 
ask for a faithful compliance with their agreement. 

In regard to the supply of the troops on this line I have the pleasure 
to inform you that by and with the advice and approval of the major- 

68 R B—VOL XV 
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general commanding I have contracted with Messrs. Eichard King, 
Miflain Kennedy, and Charles StUlman, of this city, for a supply of 
quartermaster's and subsistence stores for six months, commencing 
June 1 proximo, at an advance of 15 per cent, on the original cost and 
charges of the articles delivered, they receiving the cotton in the in¬ 
terior, providing the necessary transportation, and selling it on account 
of the Government, eharging a commission of 2J per cent, for selling 
and 2i per cent, for advancing. These gentlemen are too well known 
to render it necessary to speak of their ability to comply with this 
contract. 

My duties at this post have been arduous and embarrassing on ac¬ 
count of the failure in the transportation of cotton with which to make 
my purchases. I have, however, succeeded in providing everything 
necessary for the comfort and eificiency of the army without compromis¬ 
ing in any manner the credit of the Government, and at prices which I 
flatter myself wiE compare favorably with any purchases that have 
been made for the Confederacy. I am greatly indebted to Maj. J. F. 
Minter, chief quartermaster District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 
for the present organization of the quartermaster’s department. Tour 
statement as to the present condition and efficiency of the department 
is truly gratil^ng, and it will afford me pleasure to communicate this 
fact to the assistant and acting assistant quartermaster on this line. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAELES EUSSELL, 

Meyor, C. 8* P. A., Brigade Qtiartermaster, 


Headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Texas, 

Eotestonj May 4, 1863. 

Oapt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain: Under the orders of Lieutenaut-Geiierai Smith, command¬ 
ing department, &c., I beg to say to the ma.ior-general commanding 
that I am sending to Niblett’s Bluff, on the Sabine Eiver, all the dis¬ 
posable force at my command, including Major Wilson’s battery. 

I beg to know of the major-general commanding as to the propriety 
of xdacing Maj. O. M. Watkins, who wishes to go, in command of that 
battery. 

T have endeavored to keep the major-general commanding advised of 
every important matter that has occurred. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. SCUEEY, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding^ <&c. 


Port Hudson, May 5, 1863. 

Lieut. Gen. J. C. Pemberton: 

I have managed to decipher a portion of }our telegram of yesterday, 
but cannot understand it all. 1 cannot move 5,000 men at once, but 
will do so as soon as wagons return. I will move as many as possible 
to-morrow. Shall I order Simonton from Pouchatoula ? 

FEANK. GAEDNEE, 

Major-General. 
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Headqtjaetees, 

Port Hudson, La., May 5,1863. 

Maj. K. W. Memmingee, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Major: I have the honor to report that the enemy’s cavalry raid’*^ 
(1,200 cavalry and one battery) passed successfully to Baton Eouge on 
the evening of the 2d instant, having evaded my cavalry, which was all 
out after them, and by an extraordinary march from Summit to Eaton 
Eouge between the afternoon of the 30th and the afternoon of the 2d 
they passed before the arrival of infantry and artillery that I sent out 
to intercept. The enemy came suddenly upon my outpost toward Eaton 
Eouge and destroyed Wilbourn’s camp and captured a number of men 
from Captain Bryan’s company. 

I respectfully mge the great necessity of increasing the cavalry force 
in this district and giving me a good cavalry commander. If it could 
be deemed expedient to abandon the post at Ponchatoula that would 
enable me to concentrate a larger force of cavalry in my front. 

I also respectfully represent that the very limited wagon transporta¬ 
tion at this post greatly interferes with any movement of troops and 
also the gathering in of supplies. 

I am, sir, very rejSpectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Heqrs. Fourth Regiment Arizona Brigade, 

San Antonio, Tex., May 5, 1863. 

Capt. Edmund P. Turner, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Brownsville : 

Captain : Since my communication to you of the 30th ultimo, inclos¬ 
ing comniuiiications of Messrs. Burgess and Hubbell in regard to fur¬ 
nishing supplies from Chihuahua and vicinity, I have the satisfaction 
of informing you that on to-day some thirty-odd wagons and carts 
owned by Messrs. Solis & Munis, of Santa Cruz, near Chihuahua, loaded 
with flour, shoes, and blankets, discharged and stored their freight at 
this place. 

The above puts the question of supplies for Arizona and New Mexico 
at rest. Messrs. Solis & Munis crossed the Del Norte at Presidio del 
Norte and came by way of Fort Lancaster. I beg leave to suggest the 
imi)orta]me of keeping this route open. 

On the 1st instant Judge Nicholas Cleary, of California, and late 
United States naval store-keeper at Shanghai, China, arrived at this 
place from California via Guaymas, Navadista, Sinaloa, Monterey, and 
Eagle Pas*s. He came on foot and alone from Sinaloa to Monterey, 
buoyed up by nothing but patriotism. It is useless for me to say that 
he is a Virginian. He reports that there are 30,000 Confederates in the 
State of California ready to take up arms for our (*ause when a propi¬ 
tious moment arrives, and says that Eort Yuma is now the only obstacle 
in the way of relief and encouragement to them; that it (Fort Yuma) 
contains a large amount of army supplies and is garrisoned by less 
than 500 men of doubtful sympathies. It can be easily captured, and 
furthermore it is the key to Southern California, which is almost to a 

* Grieraou^s raid. 
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man heart and sonl with the South in their gallant struggle for inde¬ 
pendence. 

I hare the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. M. BAIRD, 

Ooloml, Oonmcmdmg Fmrth Regiment Arizona Brigade. 


, Poet Hxjdson, May 6,1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pembbeton: , 

Your dispatch in cipher is not understood. Send it again, and better 
send a courier from Brookhaven with duplicate. 

PRANK. GARDNER, 

M<y or-General. 


Poet Httdson, May 6,1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pbmbbetoit : 

Gregg’s division ought to reach Brookhaven next Thursday or Friday 

FRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-General. 

Special Orders, ) Headquarters, 

iNo. 128. ) Port Hudson, La., May 6,1863. 

# # « # » 4r 

n. Brig. Gen. S. B. Maxey, with his brigade, except the Watson Bat¬ 
tery, will proceed to Jackson, Miss., via Clinton and Osyka, La., with 
as little delay as practicable. 

III. Col. ^exander J. Brown, with his command, will proceed to the 
nearest point of the Osyka road and remain until Brig. Gen. 8. B. 
Maxey arrives, when he will report to him. Colonel Brown will move 
without delay. 

IV. Col. W. E. Miles, with his Legion (except his Parrott gun and 
detachment with it), will proceed without delay to Jackson, Miss., via 
Clinton and Osyka, La., cavalry included. 

******* 

VI. Captain Cage, with his company of cavalry, will proceed to 
Clinton, La., on the move to Jackson, Miss., and report to Maj. Gen. 
Frank. Gardner with as little delay as practicable. 

YII. Captain Stockdale, with his company of cavalry, will proceed 
to Clinton, La., on the move to Jackson, Miss., and report to Maj. Gen. 
Frank. Gardner with as little delay as practicable. 

YIII. Col. J. M. Simonton will proceed to this place with his whole 
command (cavalry excepted) with as little delay as practicable. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Frank. Gardner: 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Executive Department, 
Montgomery, Ala., May 6,1863. 

Hon. Jambs A. Sbddon, 

Secretary of War, Richmond: 

Sir : I telegraphed you to-day that the citizens of Mobile desired the 
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assignment of Brigadier-General Mackall to the command in that city, 
in lieu of Major-General Buckner, ordered elsewhere, and urged his 
appointment according to their request. I am advised that a memorial 
has been forwarded to your department in support of this application. 
May I not hope that the organization of the army in Tennessee can be 
advantageously made without the presence of General Mackall, and 
that he can be spared to return to Mobile ? I need not remind you of 
the vital importance of assigning to such a high position of responsi¬ 
bility an officer of skill and energy, and whose qualifications wiQ com¬ 
mand the respect and confidence of the citizens of Mobile and the au¬ 
thorities of AJabama. We are not satisfied with the present exposed 
condition of Mobile, and shall continue our remonstrances and protests 
until some action is taken by the Confederate Government to give 
security and protection to our seaport city and the gateway to the cap¬ 
ital of our State. 

Ho^g for a favorable response at an early date, I am, respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

JNTO. GILL SHOETER, 

Governor of Alabama, 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Bicfimond^ Ma/y 7,1863. 

Gov. J. G. Shorter, 

Montgomery. Ala,: 

The assignment of a successor to the command at Mobile was con¬ 
temporaneous with the transfer of General Buckner,* and prior to the 
receipt of your telegram or any expression of preference on the part of 
the citizens for General Mack^l. 

JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War. 


Brownsvidle, May 7 f5J, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee, 

Commanding West Sub-District: 

Sir : The order published this day for the removal of the troops now 
near the river to positions of greater health in the vicinity is intended 
to cover the withdrawal of all troops from the Lower Rio Grande, ex¬ 
cept one regiment of cavalry, one battei*y of light artillery, and the 
siege guns, and excepting also such companies of Mexicans as were des¬ 
tined for and are now on this frontier. You will therefore move as 
rapidly as possible with the remainder of these troops to the eastern 
frontier of this State, leaving Colonel Duff, whose regiment will remain 
here in command, with such detailed instructions as your experience 
may suggest. 

You are authorized to avail yourself of the services of the Militia in 
the neighborhood to guard such public ])roperty as cannot be removed 
to the sanitary camp, in which Colonel Duffys troops will be placed, or 
to Ringgold Barracks, should you deem it best. In either case the 
troops of Colonel Duff* will remain in such camps, not far from this 
post, as may be considered most convenient and salubrious. Two 

* See Cooper to Buckner and Maury, April 27, pp. 1055, 1056. 
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heavy guns manned in part by details from the thiee light batteries on 
the Eio Grande and protected by such company or companies as may 
be formed from the acclimated citizens of Brownsville and vicinity 
should be left to hold Fort Brown and to present a force to our neigli- 
bors. 

It is very desirable that the troops destined for Louisiana should be 
marched away as quietly as possible. 

It is supposed that tiie publication of the order to-day placing all 
the troops into sanitary camps and the exercise of a rigid reserve as to 
the time of removal of any troops from thence will accomplish the pur¬ 
pose of concealiug our exact movements fi:om our neighbors as well as 
from oui:declared enemies. At all events it will not be easy for them 
to know with any certainty the number and position of those who re¬ 
main. 

Colonel Duffys thorough acquaintance with the interest of the fron¬ 
tier and the character of our neighbors make it very desirable lliat he 
should be in command. His men are also from West Texas, and he 
has some companies of Mexicans who must remain in service on this 
frontier. 

Captain Weyman’s company can be ordered to join its regiment here 
and Captain Ireland’s company can take its place at San Antonio. 
The fewer the troops on this fi?ontier the more important it is to intrust 
its defense to the officer who is best qualified by experience and in 
other respects for the task. The march of some 2,000 troops across 
the desert will be somewhat difficult and tedious, and it is impossible 
to give detailed instructions as to the precise manner of performing it. 
It may be stated in general terms that it ought to be performed by 
regiments or even battalions with a day’s interval between the moving 
bodies; this for the convenience of water and perhaps other supplies. 

Depots of supplies should be previously established at convenient 
points on the road and allowance should be made for the time neces¬ 
sary to recruit the draught and other animals, but as it is of the greatest 
importance that the march should be made raindly, you are especially 
required not to lose any more time than may be absolutely necessary 
to enable you to accomplish >our march. 

An officer of experience, energy, and talent should be kept on this 
frontier in the quartermaster’s department, as well a^s one of similar 
qualifications in the commissary department. You will please make 
such selections, if in your power, and report them to me. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGEUDEE, 

Oommanding, d^c. 


Headquarters District of Texas, &c., 

Brow7i8viUe, Tex,^ May 7, 1803. 

Col. J. F. Belton, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I have the honor to state, for the information of the lieutenant gen¬ 
eral commanding, that I have ordered all the troops from the Eio Grande 
frontier to the eastern portion of the State, with the exception of one reg¬ 
iment of cavalry, one battery of light artillery, and six siege guns, the lat¬ 
ter manned by one company of the cavalry regiment. The troops were 
hastened to this place upon the written representations of Brigadier- 
General Bee, commanding this frontier, to the efiect that he expected 
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an attack within a month, and calling for re-enforcements. The great 
excitement created in Mexico by the arrest on her soil of Colonel Davis, 
of the Federal Army, and a man named Montgomery, the latter having 
been hung by our troops, and the ease with which the frontier could 
have been occupied by the Federals at any other than the yellow-fever 
season, in the absence of a sufficient force for its defense, together with 
the information conveyed by private letters and the New York papers 
of a determination by the enemy to occupy it, rendered an attack on 
the small body of troops here very probable. I therefore ordered heavy 
re-enforcements, so as to mass about 5,000 men in this region of country,’ 
and all but two regiments had arrived when I received intelligence of 
the movements of Banks into the interior of Louisiana. 

Having found on my arrival that the probability of an attack was 
remote, owing to the approaching yellow-fever season and hearing of 
the movements of the enemy in Louisiana, I ordered these two regi¬ 
ments to halt, and have since directed 2,000 additional men to march 
from here for the Louisiana frontier. Brigadier-General Scurry has or¬ 
dered five regiments, including the two above mentioned, to proceed to 
Louisiana, which, with the troops sent from here, will make about 5,000 
effective men. 

I have requested the Governor to call out 5,000 organized militia for 
service on the coast, in order to relieve several effective regiments now 
defending it, and hope in six weeks or two months to have about 10,000 
good troops in Louisiana. The five regiments ordered by General 
Scurry will probably be on the Louisiana frontier within a few days. 
I have also requested the Governor of the State to call out 5,000 addi¬ 
tional militia in the northeastern part of the State if he can arm them. 
Six thousand stand of arms left Havana for us a month ago, but not 
Laving ariived, it is feared they are captured. 

I am trying to make arrangements for the introduction of arms, so 
much needed, but have not much confidence in the success of the 
attempt. 

Should it become necessary I will, with the consent of the lieutenant- 
general commanding the department, call upon the citizens of all classes 
who are armed to rendezvous at convenient localities, and attach them 
for temporary service to organizations already existing. I will be with 
the advance of the troops in the east, ready to afford all the assistance 
in my power to the army in Louisiana, for which purpose I leave here 
on the 9th instant for Houston. 

I have made arrangements to conceal the withdrawal of troops from 
this frontier, and request that it be kept secret. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BANKHEAD MAGBUDEK, 

Major- General^ Commanding, 


Hdqrs. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Fort Brown^ May 7, 1863. 

Brigadier-General Scurry, Commanding^ : 

Sir ; I am instructed by Major-General Magruder to state that he 
has ordered from this frontier 2,000 troops to Louisiana, which number 
will be on the march in a very short time. 

The Governor has been requested* to call out 5,000 militia, and also 
5,000 in addition, if he can arm them by any possibility.^ Ordeis have 

^ By letter ot same date, to appear in Seiies IV. 
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been sent you to make the necessa^ arrangements for subsisting these 
troops. The additional 5,000 militia will come fi^om the northeastern 
part of the State. 

The major-general commanding has made arrangements to conceal 
the withdrawal of the troops from this frontier, and desires that you 
will regard this as confidential. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. P. TTJEhfBE, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generai. 


YlOEBBTJEa, May 8, 1863. 

General Gabdneb, OsyTca:, 

Betum with 2,000 troops to Fort Hudson and hold it to the last. 
President says both places must be held. 

J. 0. PBMBEBTON, 
lAmtenmt-Qeneral, Oomma/nMng. 


Hbadquaetees Depaetmbnt op the Gulp, 

Mngineer Office, Mobile, Ala,, May 8,1863. 

Lieut. J. W. Glenn, 

Engineer, Fort Gaines: , 

SiE: Brigadier-General Slaughter directs that Grant’s Pass be ob¬ 
structed. You will stop up the opening you have just made without 
delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. LBADBBTTEE, 
Brigadier General and Engineer, 


Special Oedees, ) Hdqbs. Dist. op Tex., N. Mex., and Abiz., 

No. 134. J Fort Brown, May 8,1863. 

nt * m ^ m m « 

VII. Brig. Gen. W. E, Scurry, commanding East Sub-District, will 
cause to be placed in depot at Harrisburg ninety days^ rations for 5,000 
militia. Ho will also cause ninety days’ rations to be placed in depot 
at some convenient point on the frontier of Texas and Louisiana for 
5,000 additional militia, if they should be called out by the Governor 
and armed by him. He is directed to communicate with His Excellency 
the Governor of Texas on this subject. The point most suitable for a 
depot on the Louisiana and Texas frontier will probably be found SQme- 
where on the Nacogdoches road. 

XI. Lieutenant-Oolonel Brown, commanding battalion, will cause 
one company from his command to relieve Captain [J. T.JBrackenridge 
at Lavaca, who is hereby directed to proceed with his company at once 
to Eort Brown and report to Colonel Duff at that point. 

By command of Major-General Magruder: 

E. P. TUENEE, 
Assistmt Adjutmt-GeneraL 
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OSYKA, May 9, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General Pejmberton: 

Maxey will reach Brookhaveu on Tuesday. 

PRANK. GARDNER, 

Major-General. 


ViOKSBTJRG, May 9, 1863. 

Brigadier-Goneral Beall, Port Hudson • 

A portion of General Gardner’s eommaud has been ordered back. 

J. G. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General^ Oommanding. 


flEADQUAETEES DEPARTMENT TeANS-MiSSISSIPPI, 

Shreveport, La., May 9, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Richard Tatloe, Natchitoches: 

General : The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to inform 
you that General Walker’s division, 5,000 strong, was at Monroe on the 
7th instant, and was to leave early on the 8th by water from Le Oroix, 
landing near Alexandria. 

If no delay occurs he should be at Alexandria on the 10th. He has 
about a dozen boats, sufficient to transport his whole force, together 
with his artillery and ordnance train. The remainder of his wagons 
will take the shortest route from Monroe to Alexandria. 

General Smith is not informed of what has occurred on the river below 
this point since General Walker was heard from, and is therefore un¬ 
certain whether the route proposed is practicable. He desires you to 
put yourself in communication with General Walker as speedily as pos 
sible, and give him such information of the enemy’s movements as con 
cern his command, indicating to him how and where he can best form 
a junction with you. General Walker has three light field batteries. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutencmt and Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Shreveport, La., May 11, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor: 

General : I have kept you constantly informed of all changes in the 
movements of troops and lurnished you with copies of orders afiecting 
their march. Two of the cavalry regiments intended for General Mou- 
ton were ordered by General Scurry to San Augustine, Tex. 1 directed 
them to march from that point to Nachitoches and to report to you for 
orders. 

Lane’s regiment of cavalry is in t hat vicinity. it is but partly armed. 
1 have ordered it inspected by Major Williamson, who is sent to Natch¬ 
itoches for that purpose. He will furnish you a copy of his report. If 
at all efficient this regiment should be armed without delay. I have no 
arms at my disposal. The Governor sends you some 350 Enfield rifles, 
which leave on the boat this morning, 

A brigade of Texas infantry have been ordered into camp near Nib- 



1082 


W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS:, LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap. XXvn. 


lett^s Blufif 5 they are instructed to prepare supplies and transportation 
to take the field without delay; Colonel Pyron commands the brigade, 
about 2,000 bayonets. The brigade from the Indian country should 
soon commence arriving at this pointy boats have been sent to Jeffer¬ 
son for their transportation. Tne brigade is reported but partly armed, 
and will, I think, be under 2,000 effective. General Walker’s division, 
at your suggestion, was ordered by steamer from Monroe to La Croix 
J^rry. I have not since heard of its movements. In evacuating Alex¬ 
andria you, I presume, notified General Walker, and gave him the nec¬ 
essary instructions for concentrating with you at some point above on 
Bed Eiver. 


General Holmes telegraphs that Marmaduke has been driven back 
from Missouri and that the enemy are at Jacksonport, Ark. The In¬ 
dian country is also threatened by a force from Kansas. It may be¬ 
come necessary to abandon the Arkansas YaUey and concentrate our 
whole force for the recovery of Lower Louisiana. This when the waters 
faU will be h practicable operation. 

The force which has been ordered to your support will, I hope, be 
sufficient to enable you until that time to maintain the defensive, hold¬ 
ing the country above Katchitoehes. 

The 11-inch gun arrived here by boat this morning. I cannot learn 
by whose direction it was sent, and think, with the 9-iiich, it should be 
in position at Grand Ecore. 1 have ordered them both, with a battery 
of field pieces found here, to be placed in position 2 miles below the 
town. Shot and ammunition are being prepared for the two heavy guns, 
and they can be shipped from here by the 20th, with 200 rounds of am¬ 
munition, to any point you may desire below. 

I have-ordered a company of Colonel Lane’s regiment to be put on 
courier duty between this point and ISTatchitoches. They are well 
mounted, though unarmed, and will do well for this duty. Should you 
think it probable you may be forced to fall back from the position at 
Grand Ecore, it will be well to provide for obstructing the river between 
that point and this. In the narrows the river is for many miles not 
over 40 yards wide, and could be readily obstructed by felling trees or 
by sinking a boat in the channel where the fire of sharpshooters would 
prevent or materially delay the passage of gunboats. 

Write me constantly—^if too much occupied, through your staffs—and 
keep me posted in regard to both your and the enemy’s mo^'emeiits. I 
have had but little information officially, whilst every boat brings re¬ 
ports and rumors innumerable. 

Kespectfully, yours, &c., 


E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding, 


Headquarters Department Tkans-Mississippi, 

Shreveport, May 12, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor: 

General; I am directed by the lieutenant-general counnaiuliug to 
inclose a communication just received from Major-General Walker and 
to communicate the following information in regard to the movements 
of his division. 

The troops were disembarked at Monroe. General Hawes’ brigade 
left Monroe in advance on the 10th instant at daylight, Colonel Ran¬ 
dal’s brigade following them immediately. 
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The brigade commanded by General McCulloch being delayed by 
the transportation which had been sent overland to Alexandria would 
not probably be able to move until Tuesday morning. 

The first two brigades expect to reach iNatchitoches by Saturday next. 
The troops are in splendid spirits and condition. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. PKATT, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generah 


Headquarters, 

Port Hudson^ La,^ May 12,1863. 

Colonel SiMONTON: 

The major-general commanding directs that you move forward with 
your command to or near Plain’s Store, establish communication by 
couriers with the outposts on Bayou Sara and Baton Eouge road, also 
with Colonels Logan and Witt at Olive Branch. 

Should the enemy move on Olive Branch you will proceed there as 
rapidly as practicable and assume command unless a force threaten you 
on the Bayou Sara and Baton Eouge road. Keep us accurately informed 
of all movements of the enemy, giving the name of the place they are 
and noting the hour they were seen. All communications addressed 
to the general he desires you to open and read. 

The general places reliance upon your discretion. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

C. M. JAOKSOK, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Shreoeporf^ May 14, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. Eiohard Taylor: 

General ; I inclose herewith a copy of a letter received this morn¬ 
ing from General Walker,* also a copy of General Smith's answer. 

Speight's brigade is now arriving. It has an aggregate present of 
1,650, of which about 600 are unarmed. It will take all day to fit up 
tliis brigade. General Smith wishes to know if this brigade can reach 
Grand Ecore in time to be of service to you. 

The general commanding directs me again to call your attention to 
obstructing the river, and suggests that by sinking the Falls City in 
narrows a serious obstacle can be put in the way of the enemy's boats. 

If the Falls City is not below he will send it or any other boat down 
again when you require it. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 

[Xnolosnre.] 

Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Shremport, La.^ May 14, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Walker: 

General: Your communication of the 12th has just been received. 
Your instructions were to march with your division to Eed Eiver. The 


Walker’s letter not found. 
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question of and necessity for leaving a portion of your command bad 
been fully weighed before sending you orders. By your delay at Mon¬ 
roe you have defeated the possibility of a junction with Taylor at I^atchi- 
toches. General Taylor will be driven back to Shreveport, at which 
point there is possibly yet time for you to effect a junction with his 
command. 

You will march immediately by Minden to this point as rapidly as 
the condition of your troops will allow. I have ordered supplies sent 
by boat to Minden for the use of your command. 

I have no report fj?om General Taylor since the 11th ^ he was then at 
Natchitoches, preparing to evacuate the place. Your junction with him 
being of the most vitsd importance you can change your Une of march 
according to any instructions you may receive &om General Taylor, 
rendering your junction certain with him below this point. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant. 

E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant Generalj Goynmanding. 

P. 8.—^Information hdiving been received that abundant supplies can 
be obtained near Jlinden, an oflGLcer will be sent to collect these supplies 
for your command instead of sending a boat from here. 

Very respectfhlly, 

W. R. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff» 


Headquarters Department Trans-Mississippi, 

Shreveport, La,, May 14, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. E. Scurry, Houston, Tex,: 

General : At the last information received from General Taylor he 
was prepared to evacuate Natchitoches. General Banks, with a column 
estimated at 28,000, was pressing up the valley of Red River. Gen¬ 
eral Taylor has but a handful of men under his command. The re-en¬ 
forcement expected Irom Arkansas cannot arrive in time to effect a 
junction with General Taylor at Shreveport, and in all probability the 
vall^ of Red River up to Jefferson will fall into the possession of the 
enemy. 

The enemy are acting in the most ruthless manner. Their avowed de¬ 
termination is to prevent the raising of crops in the valley of Red 
River. They do not expect to retain possession of the country, and 
should be made to suffer for their temerity in venturing so far from their 
base. Should they reach this section Eastern Texas will be endangered. 
All the infantry force ordered to Niblett^s Bluff, with all the disposable 
force throughout the District of Texas, should be concentrated immedi¬ 
ately at Nacogdoches, or at some point in that vicinity, where supplies 
for their subsistence can be collected and where they tlireaten Banks’ 
communication. The people of Eastern Texas should be organized in 
minute companies. The danger is great and near at hand, and no effort 
should be spared in your district to iirepare to meet the emergency. 

If Major-General Magruder has returned it will be well for him to 
use his influence and popularity in stirring up the peojile throughout 
the State, and he had better take command of the force, if he can or¬ 
ganize one, which concentrates in the vicinity of Nacogdoches. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Smith : 

W. R. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Gbneeal Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dist. op Tex., K Mbx., and Ariz., 

1 ^ 0 . 66. f Oorptis Christie Tex,^ May 20,18^. 

The major-general commanding takes this opportunity to express 
officially to Colonel [A. M.] Hobby, and the officers and men under his 
command, his high sense of the heroic gallantry which has rendered 
successful their efforts in repelling the attempts of the enemy to effect 
a landing on this part of the coast,* and of their activity and energy 
exhibited in the recent brilliant affair which resulted in the capture of 
a launch, with 5 of the enemy, and the death of 12 or 15 others. This 
gallant feat was performed by 28 men of Captain [B. B.] Hobby’s com¬ 
pany. Major-General Magruder feels sure that those of the troops who 
have been ordered to Louisiana bore with them willing hearts and 
strong arms to assist their sister State in expelling the ruthless in¬ 
vader, and begs to assure those who remain that he feels confident that 
Texas will be nobly defended while her sons stand between the enemy 
and their loved homes. 

By command of Major-General Magruder: 

E. P. TXJEKBE, 
Asfdstmt Adjutant-GeneraiL 


See p. 404. 
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Embracing documents received too late for insertion in proper sequence. 


irOVEMBEB 1-6, 1862.—^Naval operations on Berwick Bay, La.^^ 

R^ort of Oapt T. A. Faries^ Louisiana Artillery. 

Quarters Farebs’ Battery, P, L. A., 

Bayou Teche, La.^ JSFovemher 10,1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 3d of 
iN’ovember, instant, the right section of this battery, consisting of two 
3-inch rifled guns, Parrott pattern, commanded by First Lieut. B. F. 
Winchester, having taken position at Oornay^s residence, on the right 
and a short distance in advance of the 0. S. gunboat J. A. Cotton (four 
guns), commanding the obstructions at the bridge just below that place, 
opened fire about 4 o’clock on the four ‘gunboats of the enemy then ap¬ 
proaching, engaging three boats following each other in succession for 
about thirty minutes, under a severe fire from their heavy guns, at short 
range and unsupported, but in battery with a section of Oapt. O. J. 
Semmes’ battery, consisting of two James rifles (bronze 12-pounders), 
under First Lieut. J. A. A. West. Both sections then fell back to the 
Bayou Teche road, in the rear of and above their first position, when, 
after firing ten to fifteen minutes, [they] retired in good order and re¬ 
turned to this camp. 

The nature of the ground and cover in our front (guns being in bat¬ 
tery among a number of large live-oak trees) prevented the effect of 
all the shots being observed. It has been ascertained, however, and 
believed, that two of the gunboats retired badly crippled, and, from the 
cries heard on board, a number of the enemy must have been wounded. 

Being the first engagement for this section and for most of the men, 
all behaved well under fire. The horses, for new ones, were remarkably 
quiet. 

1 have no casualties to report. 

The distance fired from the first position was about 300 yards. The 
number of shell (fuse) fired by this section was 58. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ T. A. FAEIES, 

Captain, Commanding Battery, Mouton’s Brigade. 

Oapt. E. 0. Bond, Chief of Artillery. _ 


See also pp. 183-188. 
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NOVEMBER 21-22, 1862.—^Affairs at Petite Anse Island, La. 

• Report of Oapt T. A. Faries^ Louisiana Artillery, 

Quarters “FARrEs’ Battery, P. L. A., 

Gamp Bislomdj Bayou Tedhe^ November 26,1862. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, agreeably to orders, the right 
and left sections of this battery, viz, two 3-inch rifles and two 12- 
pounder bronze field howitzers, were put on the steam transport Hart 
about 1 a. m. on the 19th November, instant, to proceed to Petite Anse 
Island, on Yermillion Bay, via Bayou Teche (three caissons being sent 
by land). The steamer, with the four pieces, reached New Iberia the 
same day, and the command bivouacked^t night 9 miles beyond that 
point, near the end of the causeway connecting the mainland, or prairie, 
with the island. This causeway was built through a sea marsh, subject 
to tidal action; the road over it had become impassable from the action 
of frequent rains on the soft soil. 

On the 20th instant, after much trouble and delay, succeeded in 
crossing to the island by removing the six-horse teams in each carriage 
and substituting oxen in their stead. On the same day the left or how¬ 
itzer section, under Second Lieut. Oscar Gaudet, took position on the 
outskirts of a narrow strip of woods on the sea front of the island, 
bordering the sea marsh which surrounds the island. A small bayou 
runs through the marsh from the island to the bay, distance some 1^ 
mUes, Two gunboats of the enemy could be seen in the mouth of this 
bayou, but beyond the range of the howitzers, posted within range of 
their heavy guns. 

On Friday, the 21st instant, the enemy having landed, by means of 
boats, a small body of men, five spherical case were fired as they ap¬ 
proached Lieutenant Gaudet’s position, which caused them to disperse 
and retire hastily to their boats, dragging with them a number of dead 
or wounded men. 

The right section, two 3-inch rifles (iron), from their position on an 
elevated part of the island, opened fire, on the 22d instant, upon the 
gunboats of the enemy, distant about 1J miles. After firing thirty-three 
shot and shell, and finding that only a few reached the gunboats, ceased 
firing and moved the section below the hill. Immediately after, a shell 
jfrom one of the gunboats struck the ground just where Lieutenant 
Winchester, the chief of the section, had been posted. 

The two sections remained at Petite Anse Island until Monday, 24th 
instant, at 6.30 a. m., when orders were received to return to this post. 
Marching some 10 miles to New Iberia, the two sections were placed on 
the steamers Darby and Hart, and reached here at 3 o^clock on the 
morning of the 25th instant, in good order (excepting the breaking of 
one pole and two sponge staffs), considering xhe very scant subsistence 
furnished the men and horses. 

The cartridges furnished by the Ordnance Department from the 
arsenal at New Iberia, for the 3-inch rifles, proved to be filled with very 
inferior powder, and unfit for use. This, I trust, will account for the 
absence of effective execution by these two guns. 

I inclose herewith a detailed report of First Lieut. B. F. Winchester, 
the senior officer commanding the two sections.* 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. A. FARIBS, 
Captain^ Commanding Battery, 

Oapt. R. 0. Bond, Chief of Artillery, 


Not fonnd. 
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JANUARY 14,1863,—^Engagement on Bayou Teche, la., and destruction 
of Confederate gunboat Cotton.* 

Effort of Lieut B. F. Winchester, Louisiana Artillery, 

Quaetees Faeies’ Batteey, P. L. a., 

Carnap Bislam^d, Bayou Teche, La., February 19, 1863. 

SiE: I have the honor to say that, having forwarded a detailed re¬ 
port of the late action (January 14) on the Teche to brigade head¬ 
quarters, I now submit a synopsis thereof for your information. This 
battery took position here, under orders dated January 13. Early on 
the morning of the 14tb, the left section (two 12-pounder bronze field 
howitzers), under First Lieut. J. E. Winchester, proceeded down the 
main bayou road and got in battery just in time to protect the 0. S. 
gunboat J. A. Cotton, whose gunners and pilots had left their posts, 
they being unable to stand the hot fire of the Yankee sharpshooters. 
Here the left section dispersed the Yankees, and enabled the gunboat, 
which had swung against the bank of the bayou, to become manageable, 
and retire up the Teche. 

The left section remained there until it had exhausted all its canis¬ 
ter, 20 rounds. It then fell back to its original position, on the right of 
the earthworks of Battery Fusileer, and about 4 p. m. dislodged the 
entire force of the enemy from, the shelter of the Bethel residence and 
negro quarters, by the discharge of 40 rounds of spherical case. 

The center section (two 6 -pounder bronze smooth-bore guns), under 
Second Lieut. Oscar Gaudet, stationed in the open field to the right of 
the bayou, about 12 m. dispersed an advancing Yankee column and a 
section of artillery by the discharge of 19 spherical case. This section 
was soon after ordered to cross Bayou Teche and report to Col. Leopold 
fL.l Armant, commanding Eighteenth Eegiment Louisiana Infantry 
Volunteers, where it remained untd the Federals retired. 

The right section (two 3-inch Parrott rifles) took position in this for¬ 
tification and played on the enemy 5 first on this bank of the bayou 
and then on the other, alternately, at intervals during the day, termi¬ 
nating with 7 shots on the evening of the 15th of January. The rifle 
section fired a total of 40 fuse shell. 

Casualties: 3 men slightly wounded; 2 horses slightly wounded, and 
1 fatally. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. WINTOHESTEE, 

Senior First Lieutenant, Commanding Faries^ Battery. 

Capt. T. A. Faeces, Commanding Battery. 


APRIL 9-MAY 14, 1863.—Operations in West Louisiana.l 

jReport of Capt. T. A. Faries, Louisiana Artillery, of engagement at Fort 

Bisland. 

Faeies’ Battery, P. L. A., 

Eear Lecompte, La., April 22, 1863. 
SiE: I have the honor to report that I left camp at Bisland with this 
battery on Friday morning, the 10th of April, instant, crossing to the 

See also pi>. 233-237. 
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east bank of Bayou Tecbe, by Palfrey’s Bridge, and moved to the line 
of proposed fortifieations on the skirt of the woods extending from the 
Teche to the swamp on Grand Lake, and took position as follows: The 
right section (two 3-inch rifle gmns), under First Lieut. B. F. Winches¬ 
ter, in the redoubt on the extreme left of the line, near the swamp; the 
left section, two 12-pounder field howitzers, under Lieut. J. E. Win¬ 
chester, on the left: of the center of the line of battle, near the bayou, 
and the extreme right of the left wing, commanded by Brig. Gen. Alfred 
Mouton; the center section (two 6-pounder bronze smooth-bore guns), 
under Second Lieut. Oscar Gaudet, was posted midway between the 
right and left sections. The six pieces remained in battery, as stated, 
until night on Saturday, the 11th instant, when the battery was moved 
forward to the new line of works then in course of construction, about 
460 yards in advance of the line first occupied. To connect with the re¬ 
doubt on our extreme left, before referred to, it became necessary to 
run the line of works at an angle from the center of this line to the 
redoubt. This redoubt was constructed with platforms for four field 
guns. 

The right or rifle section was posted near the center of the new line 
of defense. The left section took position immediately in front of its 
original position. The center section moved forward on the plantation 
road through the cane-field that lay between the right and left sections. 

Early after noon, on Sunday, the 12th of April, the battery opened 
on the enemy’s advancing cavalry and artillery, firing 97 rounds of 
spherical case and shell with such effect as to cause the force in our 
front to retire hastily. The firing was continued with intervals for 
nearly two hours. About dusk the ammunition chests were all refilled. 

A section of Captain [F. O.] Cornay’s Saint Mary’s Battery, composed 
of two 12-pounder bronze field howitzers, under Lieut. Oscar Berwick, 
had reported to me on the morning of the 12th instant. This section 
was placed in the redoubt on the left of the line, where it remained 
without firing until the morning of the 13th, when I ordered Lieutenant 
Berwick to report with his section at headquarters, on the west bank 
of the Teche. 

l57o casualties occurred during the firing on Sunday, the 12th instant. 

About 10 o’clock on Monday morning, the 13th instant, the enemy 
made their appearance along onr entire front, advancing in four lines 
of battle, with artillery in advance of infantry. This battery opened 
first with howitzers, on the right, near the bayou. Soon after, the en¬ 
tire battery of six pieces commenced firing, which was continued at 
intervals until after dark, under a very severe fire from the Yankee 
batteries on both sides of Bayou Teche, accompanied the whole of the 
afternoon with a continuous shower of Minie balls from the enemy’s 
skirmishers and sharpshooters. 

I beg leave to make a detailed report of the three sections compos¬ 
ing this battery. 

The rifle section, under Lieut. B. F. Winchester, commenced firing 
about 10 a, m., and continued with occasional intermissions during the 
forenoon, directing its fire against the enemy’s cavalry and artillery. 
During the afternoon the firing was more continuous from this section, 
as the enemy brought more of their ineces to bear on it. Later in the 
afternoon it was under very severe fire from artillery and sharpshoot¬ 
ers. The latter having advanced within 400 yards of our line and kept 
up an incessant shower of Minie balls over the low breastworks, hastily 
thrown up, which were not high enough to protect cannoileers or horses, 
the rifles still continued to return the fire, all the men, including the ser- 
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geants and corporals, taking turns witli the sponge staff, and only rest¬ 
ing occasionally on their knees from sheer exhaustion, and frequently 
sponging and loading these rifles in this position. 

Lieut. B. F. Winchester and all the men of his section acted with dis¬ 
tinguished bravery and coolness, under a long continued and concen¬ 
trated fire, to which they responded until long after dark. 

The casualties in rifle section were 1 man killed (Private Fortier) 
and 3 slightly wounded 5 9 horses killed and 6 wounded. 

The left or howitzer section, under Lieut. J. E. Winchester, on the 
extreme right of General Mouton’s line, near the east or left bank of 
Bayou Teche, commenced firing at 10 o’clock on the morning of the 13th 
of April, firing at intervals until afternoon, when its fire was more con¬ 
tinuous and effective. The enemy having moved up nearer our line, 
this section was under a fire from the front and right flanks, the last 
from the batteries of the enemy on the west bank of the Teche. It 
continued firing until after nightfall, alternating from right to left bank 
of the bayou, often enfilading with spherical ease the enemy’s three or 
four lines of infantry and their batteries on the west bank. Here also 
the cannoneers, to protect themselves from the incessant fire of the Yan¬ 
kee sharpshooters, sponged and served the pieces kneeling. 

Lieutenant Winchester and all the men of his section behaved with 
their accustomed coolness and gallantry. 

Lieut. J. E. Winchester, by my order, was compelled to abandon one 
of his caissons, which was so damaged by shot as to be unserviceable. 
He succeeded in Lauling it to Palfrey^s Bridge, where, after destroying 
the cartridges, the caisson was run off the bridge and sunk, in the cen¬ 
ter of the bayou. 

Casualties in left section: 3 men wounded,! seriously: 12 horses 
killed. 

The center section on the 13th instant was commanded by Senior 
Second Lieut. S. E. Garrett, who had reported for duty on the night of 
the 12th. He was assisted by Second Lieut. Oscar Gaudet, chief of the 
line of caissons. The two 6 -pounder bronze smooth-bore guns of this 
section opened at 10 a. m. on the advanced infantry of the enemy and 
Federal battery on their right. At 11 a. m. I ordered this section to 
the left of the line, between the rifle section and the redoubt on the 
extreme left, as I had been informed by General Mouton that the enemy 
was massing his infjutiy on onr extreme left, where the Seventh Eeg- 
iment Texas Cavalry, under Col. A. P. Bagby, had been for some hours 
skirmishing heavily with the enemy. This section remained near the 
extreme left for two hours, daring which time they were under a very 
severe and continuous infantry and artillery fire in their front, and 
from an enfilading tire from a Federal rifled battery on the west bank 
of the Teche, which killed 9 and wounded 5 horses. Up to this time 3 
men had been wounded. The enemy having been driven back on the 
left by the united efforts of this section and the command of the gallant 
Bagby, who was severely wounded, as soon as the harness could be 
taken from the dead horses the right piece was ordered, under Lieu¬ 
tenant Garrett, to return to its former position, on the right of the rifle 
section, where he tired until dusk, when a solid shot from the enemy’s 
rifle battery on the west bank of the Teche cut the tire and felly of the 
right wheel o1 the carriage, instantly killing Acting Gunner Private 
Joseph Landr>, wlio, vith his liandson the elevating screw, was in the 
act of aiming the piec(‘; at the same tune a shower of IMinio lialls con¬ 
tinued to pass over the slight earthworks. The disabled wheel was at 
once exchanged for the spare wheel lioin the caisson, and the piece con- 
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tinned firing with canister until after dark. The other piece of the 
center section, under Lieut. O. Gandet, remained on the left; of the rifle 
section, and continued to fire until dark, under a very severe fire from 
the artillery and sharpshooters of the enemy, when it was moved to the 
extreme left of the line and took position in the redoubt, covering the 
position of the Seventh Eegiment Texas Cavalry, Col. A. P. Bagby, in 
its front. 

The conduct of Lieutenants Garrett and Gaudet and the men of the 
center section was marked by the most becoming coolness and gallantry. 

Casualties in center section: 1 man killed and 4 wounded 5 9 horses 
killed and 5 wounded. 

This battery remained in position until 2.30 on the morning of the 
14th of April, when I received the order from you to retire toward 
Franklin, 13 miles in our rear, which place was reached soon after 
sunrise on the 14th instant. By direction of General Taylor, the 
commander-in-chief, I then sent the rifle section, under Lieut. B. F. 
Winchester, to report-to General Mouton, above Franklin, where some 
4,000 of the enemy had landed on :he lake shore for the purpose of 
turning our position at Bisland, which was not prevented by a small 
force sent from our lines the night of the 12th instant. I proceeded 
with the other four pieces by the road called the ‘^Cut-off,” and at 
Jeanerette, that night, was rejoined by the rifle section. Here the right 
and left sections took position in battery, commanding the road through 
the prairie, to cover the passage of our wagon train. On the morning 
of the 16th instant, the battery moved forward up the bayou road to 
Nelson’s plantation, where the rifle section was again detached with the 
rear guard, composed of Sibley’s brigade of Texas cavalry and the 
Second Eegiment of Louisiana Cavalry, all under Col. Tom Green. The 
rifle section remained at Nelson’s until 3.30 o’clock on the morning of 
the 15th, when it moved forward, passing through New Iberia at day¬ 
light. In the mean time the other two sections had passed through 
New Iberia. The rifle section was relieved by a section of Cornay’s 
Louisiana battery 2 miles above New Iberia. The battery went into 
park and encamped at old Camp Pratt, above Spanish Lake, on the 
night of the 15th instant. Marching on the 16th, crossed the prairie 
some 20 miles to VermiUion Bridge, crossing which, camped on the 
west bank until the afternoon of Friday, the 17th instant, when the 
right and left sections moved forward, passing through Yermillionville, 
leaving the center section, under Lieut. O. Gaudet, in battery, posted 
with a section of Captain [J. ly Sayers’ Yalverde Battery, Lieutenant 
[William] Smith covering the Vermillion Bridge, and commanding the 
prairie beyond. About 2 p. in., the enemy having thrown a body of 
sharpshooters in several houses on the right of the b^ridge, in the prairie 
on the east bank, supported by cavalry and artillery, the sharpshooters 
were dislodged, and retired after Lieutenant Gaudet had fired 13 rounds 
of spherical case. The enemy’s artillery shelled Lieutenant Gaudet’s 
position until night closed in, but without effect, his pieces and caissons 
being protected by a heavy growth of timber, and the enemy’s shells 
exploding too high and in his rear. 

Casualties in the center section, on the 17 th of April: 1 man slightly 
wounded 5 1 horse crippled and abandoned. 

Soon after night, Liei^enant Gaudet retired his section, and, march¬ 
ing all night, rejoined the battery at Opelousas, 20 miles distant, on 
the morning of the 18th instant. 

It becomes my duty, and it affords me much pleasure, to report au act 
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of resolute gallantry (»ii the part of Corporal Gaiennie and a private 
(whose name, unfortunately, I could never learn) of Company —, Eight¬ 
eenth Eegiment Louisiana Infantry Yolunteers. On the afternoon of 
the 13th of April, when the fire from the enemy’s artillery and infantry 
was hottest, all of the drivers of a caisson of the center section having 
been wounded, the team of four horses—^two having been killed—took 
fright and ran over the cane-field in rear of the battery, for some time 
closely pursued by these two intrepid soldiers, until the horses became 
sufficiently exhausted to allow themselves to be secured, when these two 
men alone restored the caisson to its position, in rear of its piece. Both 
of the horses of the chiefs of pieces had been killed, and none of the can¬ 
noneers could be spared from their posts. 

Five hundred and fifteen rounds of ammunition were fired by this 
battery on the 12th and 13th of April, at Bisland. 

Total casualties: 2 men killed, 10 men wounded, 2 severely; missing, 
6, captured on hospital boat Oornie, sick j wounded, 13; detailed as 
pilot and engineer on gunboat Diana, captured, 2. Total horses killed, 
33; wounded, 11. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. A. FAEIES, 

Captain^ Oomdg. Battery^ Acting Chief of Artillery^ 
(Montonh) First Brigade Louisiana Infantry, 

Maj. J. L. Brent, 

Chief of Artillery^ Bistriet of Western Louisiana, 


Findings of a General GourPMartial in the cases of Brig, Gen. H, JBT. Sibley 
and Gapt Alexander Qr(m% G. S. Army, 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Departimcent Trai^s-Mississippi, 

No. 47. ( Shreneport^ La,, September 25,1863. 

I. At the general court-martial convened at the Headquarters District 
of Louisiana, pursuant to Paragraph I, Special Orders, No. 91, current 
series, from these headquarters, and of which Maj. Gen. John G. Walker, 
Provisional Army of the Confederate States, is president, was arraigned 
and tried, 

1st. Brig, Gen. H. H. Sibley, Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, in the following charges and specifications; 

CHARaE 1 st.— Disobedience of orders. 

Specification l5^.—In this, that Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, Provisional 
Army of the Confederate States, was, on the night of April 12, 1863, at 
Camp Bisland, ordered by Maj. Gen. E. Taylor, commanding District of 
Western Louisiana, to make the necessary arrangements for an attack, 
and to attack the enemy at daylight on the 13th of April, 1863, below 
Camp Bisland, and the said Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley did not make the 
necessary arrangements for said attack, and did not make the attack 
on the morning of April 13, 1863, as ordered to do. This at Camp Bis¬ 
land, La., Apiil 12 and 13, 1863. 

Specification 2d, —In this, that the said Brig. Geu. H. H. ^ibley, Pro¬ 
visional Army of the Confederate States, was ordered by Maj. Gen. E. 
Taylor, commanding, to remove the sick and wounded officers and sol¬ 
diers of the C. S. Army from Camp Bisland and transport the same from 
Franklin, La., to New Iberia, La., in wagons, (iarts, carriages, and ambn- 
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lances; but he, the said Brig. Gen. H. fl. ordered the said sick 

and wounded officers and soldiers of the O. S. Army, and certain pris¬ 
oners who had been captured from the enemy, to be placed on the 
steamboat Oornie, and the said steamboat having on board the sick 
and wounded and piisoners aforesaid, was ordered by the said Brig. 
Gen. Hr H. Sibley to proceed up the Bayou Teche, from Franklin to 
New Iberia, although he, the said Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, had been 
informed by Major-General Taylor, commanding, that the enemy was in 
position on said bayou, between Franklin and New Iberia, and com¬ 
manded the passage of the same between those points; and by these 
orders of the said Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley the steamboat Oornie and a 
large number of sick and wounded officers and soldiers of the 0. S. Army 
were captured by the enemy, and the said Federal prisoners were recap¬ 
tured by the enemy. All this between Camp Bisland and Franklin, on 
the 13th and 14th days of April, 1863. 

Spedfication 3d.—In this, that on the 14th day of April, 1863, at 
Franklin, La., Maj. Gen. E. Taylor, commanding, ordered the said Brig. 
Gen. H. H. Sibley, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, to place 
himself at the head of the column, then retreating from Franklin toward 
New Iberia, to conduct and direct the same, to prevent straggling and 
disorderly conduct by the troops, and to select a suitable encampment 
for the army for the night of the 14th Ai)ril, 1863; the said army being 
closely pursued by a largely superior force of the enemy; but he, the 
said Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, without obtaining permission from his com¬ 
manding officer, without reporting to his commanding officer his inten¬ 
tion, without applying for permission to leave his command, and without 
communicating the orders and instructions aforesaid to the officer next 
in command with the said retreating column, did leave his command, 
and retire toward New Iberia by a road diflerent from that taken by the 
said troops, and did fail and neglect to execute the order aforesaid, by 
which said failure and neglect to obey the orders aforesaid great con¬ 
fusion was created, much straggling occurred among the troops, and the 
safety of the army and its train w^as seriously endangered. This on the 
march between Franklin and New Iberia, on the 14th of April, 1863. 

Char&e 2d.— Unofficer-like conduct. 

Specification 1st—In this, that on the 14th April, 1863, Brig. Gen. H. 
H. Sibley, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, having been 
ordered bj Major-General Taylor, commanding, to conduct the retreat¬ 
ing column from Franklin toward New Iberia, while Col. Thomas Green, 
Fifth Texas Mounted Yolunteers, in command of tlie rear guard, was 
coyeiing the retreat, did send an order by one of his staff officers to the 
said Colonel Green, to fall back in haste througli the town of Franklin, 
stating that the enemy was advancing on the only road by which the 
retreat could be made, and this order, given by Brig. Gen. 11. U. Sibley 
when the enemy were not advancing as stated by him, was not commu 
nicated to the major-general commanding, who was in the rear, and per¬ 
sonally superintending the retreat through Franklin ; and by the falling 
back of the said lear guard, in obedience to Brigadier-General Sibley’s 
orders, the retreat of the force under Brigadier General Mouton, then 
holding the enemy in check to the right of and above Franklin, was 
greatly endangered, and Captain [O. J.] Semmes and the other officers 
and crew of the gunboat Diana were captured by the enemy. 

Specification 2d.—In this, that the said Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, Pro¬ 
visional Army of the Confederate States, having been ordered by Major- 
General Taylor, commanding, to superintend and conduct the retreat of 
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tlie forces from Camp Bisland, and the removal of the train, and to give 
his personal supervision and attention to the same, did fail and neglect 
so to do, but went to his bed and remained in it daring the greater por¬ 
tion of the night, without giving his personal management to the move¬ 
ment. This at Camp Bisland, on the night of the 13th of April and the 
morning of the 14th of April, 1863. 

To which charges and specifications the accused pleaded ‘‘Not guilty.’^ 

Finding. 

The court, after mature deliberation on the testimony adduced, finds 
the accused, Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, Provisional Army of the Confed¬ 
erate States, as follows: 

Of the Ist specification of the 1st Chaege, “ Specification proven, 
and although the court are of opinion that Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley (the 
accused) did not display that promptness in making the necessary 
arrangements for the attack that he should have done, and is to that 
extent censurable, yet they are of the opinion that the evidence shows 
a train of circumstances that relieve him from the consequences of a 
deliberate disobedience of orders.” 

Of the 2d specification of the 1st Charge, “Specification proven 
(except as to that portion relating to the Federal prisoners), but attach 
no criminality thereto, inasmuch as the evidence shows that there was 
no other possible means in Brigadier-General Sibley^s control to save 
the sick and wounded from capture by the enemy than by using the 
steamer Cornie.” 

Of the 3d specijication of the 1st Charge, “ The facts set forth in 
the specification pi oven, and although the court do not acquit the 
accused of having done all that he should have done in conducting the 
retreating column, and in the selection of the camp, they are of opinion 
that the apparent disobedience of orders arose from a misconception of 
the orders of his superior.” 

Of the 1 st Charge, “Not guilty.” 

Of the l^^ specification to 2 d Charge, “Not guilty.” 

Of the 2d specification to 2d Charge, “Not guilty.” 

Of the 2d Charge, “Not guilty-.” 

And the court does therefore acquit the accused, Brig. Gen. Henry 
H. Sibley, Provisional Army of the Confederate States. 

2d. Capt. Alexander Grant, serving with the Confederate States 
gunboat Cotton, on the following charge and specification; 

Charge. —Disobedience of orders. 

Specification, —In this, that the said Alexander Grant, serving with 
the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, and commanding the 
gunboat Cotton or Mary T., having been ordered to assist with his said 
boat ill the defense of Fort Burton against any attacks which might 
be made against it by the enemy, and to remain with his said boat, and, 
in the event of its being necessary to evacuate the said fort, to remove 
the garrison guns and stores on the said gunboat Cotton or Mary T., 
did, although repeatedly ordered and lequirel by Captain Holmes, com¬ 
manding said fort, to remain, for the purposes above mentioned, on the 
20th of April, 1863, leave the said fort and its vicinity witli his said 
boat, without rendering suitable assistance in its defense, and did aban¬ 
don the fort and its garrison without making proper efforts to assist in 
their defense or in the removal of the garrison guns and stores. 

To which charge and specification the prisoner pleaded “Not guilty.” 
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Finding. 

The court, after mature deliberation on the testimony adduced, finds 
the accused as follows: 

Of the specification, ‘^'Not guilty.^^ 

Of the OpABGE, “li^ot guilty.^^ 

And does therefore acquit the accused, Capt. Alexander Grant, serving 
with the gunboat Cotton. 

II. The proceedings, findings, and sentences in the foregoing cases of 
Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, 
and Capt. Alexander Grant, serving with the gunboat Cotton, are ap¬ 
proved, and they will be released from arrest. 

in. The general court-martial, of which Maj. Gen. John G. Walker 
is president, is dissolved. 

By command of Lieut. Gen. B. Kirby Smith: 

S. S. ANDEESON, 
Assistant A^utant-Qeneral, 


xTNrioisr 00RJRE3i>03srr>mN'CEi, ejto. 

Hdqes. Dept, op the Gulp, II^'ineteenth Army Corps, 

l^ew Orleans^ December 18, 1863 [1862]. “ 

President op the United States: 

Sir: My command reached this port Sunday evening, 14th instant, 
after a voyage of ten days. It would be impossible to find a better 
passage at this season of the year. The transports which preceded 
and those which followed had some rough weather, but without disaster, 
except in one instance. 

The steamer M, Sanford was reported lost, with all her crew and 
passengers. It was, however, a false report; she struck upon a Florida 
reef, but got ofi:* again without loss. All the troops are well, with ex¬ 
ception of General Emory’s command, which has shown cases of small¬ 
pox, measles, and fever, which they brought from Newport News and 
Fortress Monroe. My intercourse with General Butler has been pleas¬ 
ant, and he has cordially assisted me in entering upon my duties. 

There is much excitement in regard to public afiairs, but 1 am unable 
to decide upon the merits of the questions connected with the adminis¬ 
tration. It is not my purpose to enter upon subjects which belong 
exclusively to my predecessor. The exi^osition of his measures made 
to me by General Butler was very satisfactory. 

It appears from iuformation received here that the rebels occupy 
Baton Eouge with about 500 men. Tliey have fortified Port Hudson, 
20 miles above, where there is a force of about 12,000. A vessel of 
Admiral Farragut’s fleet was fired upon a few days since from a battery 
above Port Hudson. At Yicksburg, it is represented here, there is a 
large force, and a determined resistance is expected. Reports have 
been received here that Commodore Porter had attacked the works at 
Yicksburg, but nothing* is known with certainty. On Tuesday morn¬ 
ing, the transports which had arrived up to that time, without disem¬ 
barkation, sailed directly for Baton Eouge, with 8,000 or 10,000 men, 
under command of General Grover. He has doubtless occupied Baton 
Eouge before this. As soon as the forces here can be consolidated 
with the new troops, we shall attack Port Hudson, and open communi¬ 
cation with the forces above Yicksburg. I shall send one regiment, 
possibly two, to occupy the island of Galveston, Texas, in a week or 
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ten days; not under any circumstances to enter upon any morement 
on the main-land, but to support the naval forces and afford a rendez¬ 
vous for recruits, refugees, &c.,from Matamoras and Texas. This with 
concurrence of Admiral Farragut. No time will be wasted or lost. 

I delivered your letter to Admiral Farragut Monday, the 15th instant, 
the morning after my arrival. He was much gratified to receive it, and 
promised a hearty and cordial co-operation. He is earnest for work, 
and full of enthusiasm. I was delighted with him, and feel assured 
that we shall act together without difficulty. I did not advise the ex¬ 
pedition intrusted to me, and it is, therefore, with greater pleasure 
that I can say I think it the best movement the Government could 
enter upon at this season. The indications of the campaign are far 
more auspicious than I could have hoped. If the rebel army can be 
held in Virginia, in three months the whole West can be cleared of the 
enemy. I believe in that time all that was expected on the Mississippi 
and in Texas can be accomplished. 

It is possible that the enemy is too strong in Virginia to be success¬ 
fully attacked at this season. An army large enough to beat them, 
where they have concentrated the flower and strength of the Confed¬ 
erate Army, may not be able to move the necessary distance with 
recjuisite celerity during the winter months- If so, the campaign in 
the West, on the river, becomes of vital importance, and its success 
will bring results which no mere victory in Virginia can accomplish. I 
hope all the forces that may be necessary may be used to strengthen 
the line. If this rebellion is driven into the Gulf States it is substan¬ 
tially at an end. Different opinions, I know, obtained at Washington, 
but I feel assured that the final result will show your measures in the 
West to be the wisest that can be adopted. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major- Genera Z, Commanding. 

P. S.—Information received this morning reports the force at Port 
Hudson at 23,000. New conscripts from the country near have been 
brought in. 


Hdqes. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

JSTew Orleans, Jamiary 27,1863. 

Brig. Gen. George F. Shepley, 

Military Qo'oernor of Lomsiana: 

General: It gives me pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of youi’ 
letter of the 24th instant, relating to the appointment of Colonel Dwight, 
vice Colonel French, as provost-inarshal-general of Louisiana. Some 
weeks since 1 expressed to you my opinion ot the line that should divide 
the pow('rs committed to us respectively by the Government. I under¬ 
stand your commission to confer upon jou, as far as possible under the 
circumstances, the privileges and powers of the Governor of Louisiana, 
receiving bis appointment from military authorities. This confers power 
to api>oiiit such officers as are required in the operation and as are 
necessary to the State government. It embraces judges of courts, 
sheriffs, police officers, &c. 

The commanding general of this department must, in the nature of 
things, have the control of military appointments—as well those to 
whom are coutided matters of military police as of military command. 
These officers should not only receive their appointments Irom the chiets 
of the different departments, that is the civil and military, but they 
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should be confined in the discharge of their duties to the specific objects 
to which they are limited. 

The provost-marshal is an officer of a purely military character. He 
is charged with more iihportant and delicate duties than any other class 
of officers. He has necessarily the entire supervision of the military 
pohce and the granting of passes within the lines and beyond the lines, 
both for persons and supplies. These, among other equally important 
matters, are confided to his care. The commanding general must rely 
for his action chiefly upon the examination and report of this officer. It 
is impossible that the Government can have assigned to any other officer 
the control of these appointments. The authority cited by you does not 
furnish it, and it is not probable under any circumstances that it ever 
would be conferred upon any person other than upon the commanding 
general. The provost-marshal is a military officer. Colonel French is not 
an officer, nor do I understand that he belongs to the army, or is amen¬ 
able in any way to the Army Eegiilations. He is, moreover, employed in 
other and inconsistent official duties, with responsibilities to other per¬ 
sons. It is unnecessary to suggest other reasons to justify the change 
to which you refer. I "have relieved him from the performance of those 
duties oniy which must be exclusively under my own supervision and 
direction, and for which I am alone responsible. My action does not 
interfere, and was not intended to interfere, in any matter whatever, 
with your rights either as to Colonel French or any other person. 

I regret very much that some communication was not made to you 
more speciflo than the general remarks to which I referred in the com¬ 
mencement of this note. Its omission was a matter of accident, conse¬ 
quent upon my absence from the city. My desire is to interfere with 
the privileges or rights of no person, least of all with one who repre¬ 
sents the same Government and sustains the same interests which 1 
have deeply at heart. 

I have the honor to be, with much res])ect, your most obedient servant, 

P. BANKS, 

Major General^ Commanding. 


Quartermaster-General’s Office, 

W((shhigt07i^ February 4, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf New Orleans : 

General: Col. J. W. Shafter, late chief quaitermaster Department 
of the Gulf, reports to me that to send horses from the North to New 
Orleans is a waste of money; that there is an abuiidan(*e of horses in 
Louisiana, acclimated, worth for service in that country mucli more than 
horses from the Noith. The risk and the cost ol scniding horses from 
Northern ports, especially at this rough season, are bolii great. Many 
horses have died lately on the voyage. 

Colonel Shafler stated that Captain l^u'ce, of a Michigan regiment, 
who had acted as acting assistant quartet master, and Avho has been 
recommended for an appointment as captain and assistant quartermas¬ 
ter, had, in twelve days, mounted seven batteries of artillery from the 
resources of the country, and he also states that 5,000 or (>,boo horses 
can be obtained without difficulty, 

I communicated these statements to the Secretary of War, and am 
directed to permit 300 cavalry, now under orders at New York, to go 
forward by steamer and take horses with them, but to suspend other 
shipments of horses until you are heard from. 

I am also instructed to communicate the facts to you. 
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If there be any iniatake in the late chief quartermaster’s estimates, 
it should be made known. The question is of importance, both to your 
army and to the heavily burdened treasury. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- Genera I, 


Geneeal Oedees, ) Hdqes. Departjvtbnt op the Gulp, 

TSTo. 15. > Orleans^ February 8, 1863. 

War necessarily brings with it, to a great extent, the suspension of 
ordinary pursuits and vocations, and naturally affects most materially 
those whose resources are derived from the product of their lands, and 
it is 3iot just that too pressing creditors should be i)ermitted to cripple 
well-disposed citizens in their efforts to return to their former state of 
prosperity, and acquire the ability to promptly meet all just demands. 
As a measure beneficial to all concerned, the general commanding di¬ 
rects as follows: 

1st. The foreclosure of mortgages or instruments that are such by 
their effect, and sales under foreclosures, as against loyal citizens hav¬ 
ing interests in the subject-matter, whether as owners, mortgagers, or 
otherwise, are prohibited. 

2d. The property of loyal citizens, owning and working plantations, 
is exempted from forced sale under execution or otherwise until further 
orders. Provided, however, that this exemption shall not be effectual 
as to debts created or obligations incurred subsequently to the date of 
this order, which shall have remained uncanceled for six months. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EIOH’D B. lEWIN, 

fAeut&nant-Oolonel and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


New Orleans, February 19,1863. 

Major-General Halleok, 

General-in-GMef, U, 8, Army^ WasMngt07ij D. G.: 

General : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 2d February,* which refers to my dispatch of the 15th of January, 
relating to the condition of military affairs in the department. The 
papers accompanying my dispatch were intended to give a truthful ex¬ 
hibit of the state of military preparations, as presented to the officers in 
charge of the different departments of the army organization upon my 
assuming command here, and not as justifying delay in my movements, 
or as a demand upon the Government at Washington for the supplies 
that were deficient. It was intended as a statement of a historical 
fact, and was in no respect overstated. In confirmation of this, I regret 
to be obliged to say that the representation of Colonel Shaffer, late 
quartermaster-iu chief of this department, to General Meigs is entirely 
without foundation. There are not 5,000 horses and mules to be ob¬ 
tained within the lines of the army. There are not a sufficient number 
of mules in this department at present to cultivate the grain crops that 
are necessary to preserve the people from famine, and as for horses, there 
are not 100 to be obtained fit for military service within the reach of the 
army. I beg your attention to the report of Major Eobinson, of the Louis¬ 
iana cavalry, who, thoroughly searching the State for cavalry horses, and 
seizing any animal that could be taken with any justification what- 

* See p. 671. 
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ever, even those of neighborhood physicians, was not able to obtain 
more than 100, leaving scarcely nothing for the service of the people. 
I also ask your attention to the other official statements as to the 
extent and character of our transportation. I do not know what has 
become of the horses and mules that formerly stocked the plantations. 
With the exception of a few blooded animals of high value, and held for 
sale by the Government, the horses have all disappeared, and the mules 
are insufficient for a partial cultivation of the soil. Admiral Eejmaud, 
of the French navy, upon my arrival here, applied for permission to 
ship mules to Mexico, representing that it had been understood by the 
commander of the French navy that they could be obtained here, and 
very pressing applications were made upon me by contractors for per¬ 
mission to ship 500 mules from this port to Mexico. Application 
was again made yesterday for this purpose by the intendant of the 
French army and the consul of France. I declined these several re¬ 
quests, for the reasons stated herein. A copy of my answer to the last 
application is inclosed. The water transportation is quite as deficient 
for the purpose of the army. We have constant calls for trans¬ 
ports and dispatch vessels in the Gulf, from Pensacola to the Eio 
Grande (where our positions are constantly threatened), on the Missis¬ 
sippi, and upon the numerous bayous, bays, and lakes that intersect 
every part of the State, and the occupation of all of which are indis¬ 
pensable to the defense of this city, not to speak of more extended 
military operations, which are especially incumbent upon me, or the 
private commerce which is necessary to supply the people with* food 
and to bring their products to market, and yet, after the inland naviga¬ 
tion, and seizing for the Government all vessels adapted to use, we have 
but twelve or fourteen steamers for all this service, five or six of 
which are only adapted to the interior navigation, to which at this mo¬ 
ment our most important military movements are limited. A list of 
these vessels, with a statement of their draught and capacity as trans¬ 
ports, one of which is detained at a cost of $1,200 per day, is inclosed. 
With the increase of trade which has occurred in the last two months, 
the number will soon be increased by private enterprise, but it does not 
answer our present imperative demand. I do not understand how, 
with the occupation of this extent of coast and inland navigation, there 
should be such a most remarkable deficiency of vessels suitable to the 
public service, unless it be that the trade has been committed to few 
hands, and the increase of the number of vessels has interfered with 
that monopoly. I desire the Government to understand that my requi¬ 
sition upon the country for everything of service to the army has been, 
and will be, most rigid and exacting. ISTothing has been taken from the 
people to benefit the individuals of my command when I could help it, 
but nothing has been left them which would benefit or strengthen the 
public service beyond what absolute necessity demanded j and I am 
^^PPy ^ible to say that no people ever did, or ever could, acqui¬ 
esce more cheerfully in the demands made upon them. In another 
communication I have referred to military topics. Be assured, general, 
that I appreciate deeply, very deeply, the difficulties and the necessi¬ 
ties of the Government, and that I shall not fail in performing my duty 
so far as it lies in my power, and that I shall readil^'^ and cheerfully 
acquiesce in any measure that may be deemed for the good of the public 
service. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your most obedient 
servant, ^ 

N. P. BAIIKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 
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[Xnislosnres.] 

Kew Orleans, February 19,1863. 

Mr. SUBOUREAU ; 

Sir : In answer to your application for the export of mules from this 
port to Mexico, 1 have the honor to say that while under other circum¬ 
stances than those that attend the application presented by you it 
would afford me great pleasure to comply with your request, the pres¬ 
ent condition of affairs in this department, and the interest of the Gov¬ 
ernment I represent, make it impracticable for me to do so. A large 
number of the plantations in the State have been deprived of mules in 
various ways during the past year. The cultivation of the staples of 
the country, as well as the cereals which are indispensable to preserve 
the people from famine, requires, as far as possible, these estates should 
be restored with animals of this class. There are not now in the de¬ 
partment sufficient to supply this demand at reasonable prices, and 
there must necessarily be for some time a deficiency of this class of 
transportation for the domestic service of the country. 

In addition, I have also the honor to suggest that the military neces¬ 
sity of the Government requires that all property of this description that 
can possibly be spared from the cultivation of the soil is indispensably 
necessary to the public service of the United States. For these reasons 
I am unable to comply with your request. 

In answer to the suggestion of the consul of France, Monsieur-, 

that it had been understood that your requisition for mules would be 
answered, to some extent at least, by the military authorities of the de¬ 
partment (a suggestion that was also made to me by Admiral Eeynaud 
and the late consul, Mejan), I have only to say that I had not received 
from my predecessor any intimation of this character, and that if such 
expectation was entertained, it could not at present be fiilfilled, for the 
reason I have stated. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 

Major-General^ Commanding* 

Asst. Quartermaster's Opeioe, 19th Army Corps, 

N’ew Orleans, La,, February 20 [*?], 1863. 
Lieut. Col. Eichard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Nineteenth Army Corps : 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following facts, for the consider¬ 
ation of the commanding general, as to the resources of so much of this 
country as I have knowledge of, in its capability to furnish means of 
laud transportation, for the use of our forces operating here: 

It is well known that the ordinary land transportation of the country, 
existing on its plantations, consists of heavy cotton carts, with clumsy 
bodies, on two wheels, without covers, drawn by three mules harnessed 
abreast. The carts at this time are very much out of repair. The har¬ 
ness in most cases is patched up with old ropes and strings, the leather 
old and worthless and unfit for service or repair. The mules are gen¬ 
erally old and lazy j they are not raised here, and as forage is scarce 
only sufficient are brought to work the plantation. As it appears, crops 
will be made this year; all the teams will be wanted, and there will be 
no surplus. It is said that many of the best mules and horses were put 
mto service by the rebel authorities. Should the planters not work 
their plantatioiis generally, many mules of the quality just stated might 
be obtained by seizure, Many of those already taken, however, are 
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beinfr already claimed by persons who have taken the required oath of 
allegiance. In regard to horses, they are very scarce; most of those to 
be found scattered about the country are light, too light for draught 
and even for cavalry purposes. From necessity, most of those found in 
the districts we occupy are now iu public service, so there are no more 
to be had. 

The transportation peculiar to the country has been, up to this, from 
necessity used at the station^ and depots more or less permanent; but 
I consider it impracticable to form any reliable army transportation or 
get together any number of horses from the ruins found here. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. OHANDLEE, 

Lieut. Col. and Asst. Quartermaster^ Nineteenth Army Corps. 


JAai of ateamer8f public and private, in the Department of the Gulf. 


Karnes. 


Philadelphia*.... 


Bio Bio*. 

CheKiang* 

Kew Branswick*! 
Eastern Queen*.. 
General Banks*.. 
Crescent*. 


Honduras*.. 

Kassau*. 

Union*.. 


QuinnebaugJ... . 
Relief I. 


vSaint Charles*.. 
Anglo-American 

Fox*. 

Landis*. 

Reliance*. 


Ownership. 


Route. 


’ eg 

Condition. 

I 11 S 

o 


Private? not I Kew Tork to Kew 
chartered. Orleans. 

... do .—do. 

Chartered. I Sound steamer. 


...do 

...do. 

United States. 
Chartered- 


... do. 

...do. 

Private; not 
chartered. 
Chartered. 


.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

Kew Orleans to Gal¬ 
veston. 

Sound steamer. 

... do. 

... do. 


Sound steamer 
(screw). 

. - do. 


Baltic^. 

Keafiel. 

Abe LincolnJ.... 
Laurel Hill* . .. 

Iberville*. 

Sallie Robinson*. 

Algerine*. 

Empire Parish*.. 
Saint Maurice* .. 
Morning Light* . I 
Time and Tide§..' 
Louisiana Beil6§. 


Frank MumfordSi 

Bee§ .' 

Kew OrleauvS job 
boat.§ 

Belleville^... ., 

G W. Forrests .. I 
rontchaitrain§.. 
Southerner^ ... I 

iT. M, Brown’'_' 

W. B. Savory* .. | 


Private; not 
chartered. ' 

.. do. Steam-tug 

do.do. 

United States.do.. 

..do .do. 

Private, not i_do _ 

chartered. I 

United States . 

..do . 

.. do. 

.. do. 

.. do. 

...do. 

...do. 

Private; seized. 

.. do. 

..do . 

. do. 

.. do. 

.. do. 

...do. 

United States .. 

Private. 


.. do. 

...do. 

.. do. 

...do. 

United States .. 
...do. 


Steam-tug (screw) . 

. do. 

Cutler . 

Mi-ms-ui)])! "Ri'* r 

...do. 

.. .do. 

. ..do. 

... do. 

.. do. 

.. do. 

...do. 

...do. 

...do. 

...do. 

...do. 

...do. 


Ferry-boat. 

...do.. 

— do. 

Mississippi River .. 
Lake Pontchaitrain 
... do. 


1,2 

1,200 
1, 200 
1, 000 
1, 000 
1,000 
1, 000 

400 

700 

700 

600 

400 

700 I 
700 

600 I 

700 I 
500 

60 
60 I 

10 I 
1,000 
1,000 
800 
500 
800 
700 
600 
500 
500 
400 
300 
250 
250 

200 

100 

200 

200 

600 

250 


Tons. 

I 800 

800 

500 

200 

200 

200 

400 

150 

150 

150 

200 

200 

100 

100 

100 

150 

100 


500 

450 

200 

100 

250 

180 

150 

150 

150 

100 

100 

75 

100 

50 

40 

40 

50 

Ji50 

20 


Running order. 


—do. 

New steamer. 

.. do. 

...do. 

Good order ... 
New stoamor . 


Running order. 

do. 

—do. 

.. do. 

... do. 


.do. 

do. 

.do. 

-do. 

do. 


...do. 

Go d o'di ■ 

i.p.s 

Running order 
,.. do ... 

... do ... 

.. do ... 

— do... 

.. do... 

.. do ... 

Good order 
Running ol der 
G(M)d order . 
Needs repairs 
Running order. 
... do. 


.. do. 

do. 

Needs repairs 

—do . 

Running order 
....do . . 


I 

S'! 

Q 

Feet. 

116 

15 

9 

9 


“ s 

P,.a e.1 
CO 


'Miles. 
& 


8 

8 

8 


8 

8 

‘4 

6 

^ I 

r>i ! 

5 

6 

fs'i 

•li 

p 

4i 

4 

4f. 


*Side wheel. 


1 


t About 


t Screw steamer. 


§ Stem wheel. 


J. G. CHANDLER, TieuL OoLanHA. <^.M. 
Assistant Qoaeteemastbr’s Office, Few Orkms, La., February 20, 1863 
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Headquarters First Louisiana Cavalry, 

ITew Orleans^ February —, 1863. 
Lieut. Ool. Eiohard B. Irwin, 

Assistant AdjutanPGeneraly Department of the Gulf: 

Sir : I beg most respectfully to call the attention of the commander- 
in-chief of the department to the great scarcity of cavalry horses in 
this army. With every, facility afforded by Ool. S. B. Holabird, chief 
quartermaster, I have not been able to procure more than 200 service¬ 
able cavalry horses since the 1st of January. The rural districts are 
entirely void of good horses. Within* the precincts of this city it is 
deemed an impossibility to forcibly take any more horses without inter¬ 
fering with foreign property or the daily routine of a large city, except 
by seizing animals of too great a value for military purposes, and owned 
by citizens who have taken the oath of allegiance. Hack or car horses, 
as a rule, from their having been long driven on the hard pavements, 
are entirely unlit for cavalry. Since procuring the 129 horses mentioned 
in accompanying extract of report to Colonel Holabird, the parishes of 
La Fourche and Assumption have been again visited at my request 
by Lieutenant Perkins, of the Massachusetts cavalry, and every avail¬ 
able horse, to the number of 60, forwarded to this city. Of this 60, 6 
only were deemed serviceable. My command of 500 men are at present 
fairly mounted, but without a spare horse in the department for the 
companies that are now being raised to fill the regiment, as also for 
several comiianies of Texas cavalry. NTo horses can be procured unless 
imported from the IsTorth. I would beg to suggest that, in addition to 
the regular monthly return, a further report be required from command¬ 
ers of cavalry regiments and companies, viz: 

1st. A descriptive list of all horses, with their size, age, weight, &c.; 
also name and weight of rider to whom assigned. 

2d. That a monthly return be made stating the condition of each horse, 
the distance over which ridden during the month, the state of the roads, 
the quantity and quality of forage used, and, if disabled, the causes, 

Such a report I deem would be the means of checking many abuses 
in volunteer cavalry, more especially with independent or detached 
companies, and make both officers and men emulous of appearing favor¬ 
ably on a report on which each individual would by comparison be 
judged, and that a copy of such report be sent monthly to the inspector- 
general of the department and division and to the commander of the 
regiment. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HABAl EOBINSON, 

Major^ Commanding First Loiiisimia Cavalry, 

[Sub-InclosTire.] 

New Oblban^^, La., January 1863. 

Col. S. B. Holabird, 

Chief Quartermaster,, Dejgartmcnt of the Gulf: 

Sir : Herewith you will please find duplicates of the receipts to me 
from Lieut. Col. A, N. Shipley, assistant quartermaster, for 129 horses 
and 1 mule, which I have taken for cavalry purposes w ithiii our lines, 
in accordance with your order of December 31, 1862. 

Accompanying also are the names of parties to whom receipts have 
been given by myself, and for me by Oapt. Luther Goodrich, provost- 
mnrshnl at Thibod<*aux, and Sergeant [William H.] Olemence, of his 
guard. 
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Of the above 129 horses, 80 only have been receipted for) the re¬ 
mainder were taken from officers, soldiers, and camp followers and 
negroes, who were using the animals and could not claim or show title 
for them. I have taken every serviceable horse that could be found in 
the parishes of La Fourche, Saint Charles, Saint John Baptist, and 
Terre Bonne. On several occasions, as per index of names, I have 
given mules in exchange to the poor agriculturists, in order not to 
leave them without means of tilling the soil. • 

This scarcity of serviceable horses I can only explain by the following 
facts: The district of Louisiana in possession of the United States forces 
is not a stock-raising country. On the large plantations mules are ex¬ 
clusively used for farming, and throughout the parish of Terre Bonne 
and others the poor non-slaveholding population have only Texan and 
Mexican mustang ponies, which aie all unfit for cavalry or artillery 
purposes. A few race horses and the horses used by the planters and 
overseers for their personal convenience would at any time be about 
the only animals fit for military purposes, and most of this class were 
driven off by the rebels, and the few remaining have been already taken 
by the first United States forces occupying the country. 

In conclusion, I may add that, having visited nearly every spot within 
our lines, I can safely sny that no further dependence should be placed 
on providing the army with stock from the rural districts of Louisiana. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

HARAl ROBlNSOlSf, 
and AeHni/ Assistant Quartermaster, 


Special Oeders, \ Hdqes. Dbpaetaient of the Gulf, 

No. 57. f Neiv Orleans, February 20, 1863. 

I. Maj. Gen. Christopher 0. Augur will proceed without delay to 
Baton Rouge and assume command of the forces at that point. He 
will report in person to the commanding general for special instruc¬ 
tions. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

RIOH'D B. IRWIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-Gmieral. 


Headquarters Uepartmeni’ of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, La,, February 20, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

Commander-in-Chief, &c.: 

Geotjeal : Admiral Farragut has determined to ruii the batteries 
at Port Hudson with his fleet, for the double ])urpose of establishing 
communication with the fleet at Yicksburg and destroying boats and 
batteries between Vicksburg and Port Hudson. This is likely to be 
accomplisbed in a few days. It seems probable that it can be done 
without great risk. The land forc*es will co-opeiate with him by a dem¬ 
onstration in full force on tbe land side of the enemy’s works at Port 
Hudson. The loss of the Queen of the West and the reported capture 
of the Conestoga give importance to this movement. 

General Emory’s advance upon the Atchafalaya will l^e deferred, but 
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not abandoned. Colonel Paine^s regiment, of Emory’s division, made a 
reconnaissance upon tbe Grosse T^te, west of the Mississippi, in the 
direction and near to Eosedale, the position lately occupied by Sibley’s 
troops. The enemy regarded the movement of so much importance as 
to send 2,400 men across the river from Port Hudson to intercept them. 
In this they failed. We lost but 1 man and 2 prisoners upon the ex¬ 
pedition. 

Eumors are rife in the highest secession circles here of a possible 
attack upon the gunboats at Baton Eouge. This came to my knowl¬ 
edge some days since, but it is now renewed. It is also reported, as not 
improbable, that a concentration of a large part of the troops now at 
Port Hudson may be made at Alexandria with those of Generals Taylor 
and Mouton, and such as may be brought fi?om Texas, with a view to 
an attack on lilew Orleans, in the event of the city being left with a 
small force for its defense. This is probably suggested by our move¬ 
ments in the direction of Eed Eiver, and is not entitled to much con¬ 
sideration. It is, however, certain that both these projects are talked 
over earnestly in the circles of Confederate sympathizers. 

Many of the troops are suffering from sickness, but on the whole are 
in good condition and spirits. The city is perfectly quiet, and the great 
mass of the people would acquiesce with satisfaction in the restoration 
of the Government. The possible return of the rebels to power is the 
only restraint upon the open manifestation of this sentiment. Both 
within and beyond our lines this feeling is exhibited. Beyond our 
lines there is the greatest scarcity of provisions. Everything is con¬ 
sumed by the army. I have endeavored to prevent supplies of any 
character being furnished to them, and have met with general success 
in this respect. The plans of the Government being once established, 
the people of the Southwest will make no resistance to its policy, in my 
belief. General Grover telegraphs that the gun factory at Clinton was 
destroyed by fire some days since. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

E. P. BANKS, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquaetees Department op the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La., February 28, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallege, 

Oeneral-in-Chief, Washington, L. C.: 

General : I have the honor to transmit herewith three communica¬ 
tions, relating to military operations in this department, received sub¬ 
sequent to the date of my dispatches by the Columbia, viz: 

(A.) Statement of the examination of the prisoner Benjamin Dublieux, 
who came within our lines at Indian Village. 

(B.) Statement of the examination of the prisoner Benito Montfort, 
sent within General Weitzel’s lines under a flag of truce from the 
enemy. 

(C.) General Grover’s dispatch (No. 9), dated the 26th instant, and 
received to-day. 

I I efer especially to the encouraging dispatch of General Grover as 
conhrmmg my own views of the correctness of the operations we are 
about to undertake. 

My dispatch by the Columbia will have informed you of the em¬ 
barrassing loss of the gunboat Kinsman, equal in effect to the destruc- 
70 E E—VOL XV 
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tion of two battalions; of the fall confirmation of the impracticability 
of operating upon the Atchafalaya from the Plaquemine, and that the 
enemy was massing his forces against General Weitzel to meet his 
demonstration upon the Teche. Weitzel has now concentrated his 
brigade (five regiments of infantry), with three light batteries of the 
First Division, at Brashear City. 

Emory’s command returned to Carrollton to await the transportation 
necessary to carry out the movement upon Atchafalaya from Berwick’s 
Bay. But, in the meanwhile, the capture of the Queen of the West, 
and the more recently reported capture of the De Soto, has led Admiral 
Farragut to the conclusion that some vigorous movement upon his 
part was necessary to co-operate with the gunboats above, in endeavor¬ 
ing to cut off the enemy’s communication with the Bed Eiver country, 
and to destroy his gunboats in those waters. Such a movement, the 
admiral represented to me, must include the greater portion of his fleet, 
and would of necessity involve the co-operative movement of the laud 
forces upon the rear of Port Hudson, while the navy should be engaged 
in passing the enemy’s batteries on the river. Such co-operation we 
could only render with efficiency, and a probability of success, by con¬ 
centrating our whole available force for the movement. Allowing Gen¬ 
eral Weitzel’s movement to retain its original character of a demonstra¬ 
tion, the necessary dispositions have been taken and are now in process 
of execution to effect this concentration. 

During the course of to-morrow the artillery of Emory’s division and 
Mack’s Eighteenth New York Battery, having an armament of six 20- 
pounder Parrotts, will have arrived at Baton Bouge, or will be on the 
way there. The land transportation will follow it, and the infantry of 
Emory’s division will move last. 

That our delay has not been idly or unnecessarily employed is attested 
by the complete organization of the entire command, the equipment 
and instruction of the artillery, the organization of our siege-train, 
the increase of the cavalry, the collection of our land and water trans¬ 
portation, even yet sadly deficient, and the employment of the troops 
in expeditions and minor affairs to accustom them to operations and 
encountering the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Gommcmdmg. 

[Inclosnre A.] 

New Orleans, La., February 25,1863. 

Brig. Gen. James Bowen: 

General : At your request, I Land you what information I have 
received from time to time in conversing with Benjamin Dublieux, esq., 
late under my charge. In speaking of the United States forces at 
Indian Village and on board transports at Plaquemine, Mr. Dublieux 
remarked that their object was well known to the Confederates, which 
was to form a junction with General Weitzel and thus capture a small 
Confederate force at that time stationed in Grosse T^te; that the troops 
under command of General Emory would never be able to get through 
Bayou Plaquemine, on account of drift and high water; that the gen¬ 
eral was undoubtedly acting on information received some six or seven 
weeks ago, before the drift had formed and the water had risen to its 
present height, at which time their object might have been accomplished^ 
also that the forces at and about Plaquemine would undoubtedly go, 
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by way of Berwick’s Bay, to the Tecbe, and, in connection with Gen¬ 
eral Weitzel’s command, endeavor to push through to Red River; but, 
in his opinion, the movement would be a failure. We might possibly 
get as far as Newtown, but no farther, with a force less than from 20,000 
to 26,000 men. Toward Newtown the Teche is quite narrow, with high 
banks and timber on either side, which can be easily used to completely 
block up its navigation; also that the wreck of the steamer Cotton is 
sunk a short distance up the bayou, which will forbid vessels going 
farther; that in that part of the State we will be fighting Texas in 
Louisiana. 

In speaking of artillery, he says there are six batteries, all within 
striking distance of Newtown, and among them are some of the best in 
the_ Confederate service. It was expected that Kirby Smith would soon 
be in command in that department. He says we have no idea of the 
number of troops there are in that part of the State; that the great 
amount of supplies brought through from Texas and Matamoras and 
their great value to the Confederate Government will make all move¬ 
ments on our part in that direction strongly resisted. Of the termina¬ 
tion of the war, he says it is generally believed through Texas that there 
will be a suspension of hos^ties by May 1. 

The above is all of importance I remember hearing in conversation 
with Mr. Dnbhenx. 

EespectfaUy, yours, 

JAMES C. COOLEY, 

Mrst Ideutenmt One hundred and thirty-third Ifew Yorh. 

P. S.—In addition to the foregoing, I would say that Mr. Dnblieux 
met on his way from Texas to Plaquemine the Confederate crew liat 
were to take charge of the captured steamer Harriet Lane, and that 
boarding steamers or other naval vessels was the mode to be adopted 
by the Confederates, and that before many weeks we should most cer¬ 
tainly hear of more losses of the same kind. 

[InclosTire B.] 

Office of the Pbovost-Marshae-GtEneeae, 

Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans^ La,, February 23,1863. 

Lieut. Col. Eiohard B. Irwin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel : I submit the examiuation of the prisoner referred to in 
the accompanying paper; 

Benito Montfort, teacher of music, left Cadiz, as appears by his pass¬ 
port, in October, 1859; lived in IS^ew Orleans six months; then went to 
Attakapas, Saint Mary^s Parish, where he has resided, teaching music, 
until the present time. Because of the militia law, which requires res¬ 
idents to enlist for one year, he determined to make his escape. The 
militia law has not yet been enforced, but it is contemplated to put it in 
force soon. Arrived at Brashear City February 21, at 11 o’clock; left 
Franklin 21st, at 7 o’clock; passed Pattersonville at 9 o’clock. General 
Sibley went to visit Camp Bislaud February 20, on a tour of inspection; 
Colonel Gregg [Henry Grayj in command; 800 men there; Twenty- 
eighth Louisiana armed with ritles; kSoiuc cavalry, 400 to 500. Near 
Patterson ville, 3 miles above, Montiort saw 300 cavalry, well mounted: 
came, from Gro&se Tete three days before: heard Sibley say he would 
have 3,500 cavalry from Texas; many or them have already passed 
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Opelousas; all soou to arrive; heard (but from no reliable source, 
through four officers) that, Kirby Smith would soon arrive with two 
brigades Louisiana troops from Port Hudson; saw two new batteries 
at New Iberia, just arrived from Alexandria (brass pieces, six in each 
battery); the regiments mentioned in letter comprising in all, in Saint 
Mary’s Parish, 3,000 men, exclusive of the two new batteries. The 
Hai't, a medium-sized steamer, is at New Iberia; saw her on Monday, 
at 3 p. m.; no one at work on her then; her machinery exposed to view 
(the front), protected by railroad iron; country destitute of provisions; 
troops will starve in three months. 

I also submit a sketch drawn by the jn-isoner of the stations of 
troops, of which he has had personal cognizance, except at Fausse 
Point and Butte-Ala-Rose, and of those, from the information given 
him, he has no doubt the forces sUted are at those points. I am in¬ 
clined to place reliance in the statements he has made. 

The accompanying letter in reference to the capture of the Queen 
of the West,* was among other papers brought by him. He states 
that he heard the report from several, and he believes it to be true. 

"V©ry respectfully ^ 

JAMES BOWEN, 

Brigadier-General and Frovosi-Marshal-General. 


[Indoauio 0.) 

Hbadquaetees Unitep States Foeoes, 

Baton Rovge, La., February 26,1863. 

Lieut. Ool. Eiohard B. Iewin, 

Asst. Adjt. Oen., Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf: 

SiE: I have the honor to report that, with the exception of trans¬ 
portation, I consider my division in lit condition to take the field. If 
all the available force in this department is mas.s(Ml liere at an early 
date, I have no doubt but that we can cut off the enemy’s i'orce at Port 
Hudson. If their supplies from the lied Piver are (mt off by the navy, 
and their supplies from th(* inttTior by a movemumt of the army to their 
rear, they will be forced to meet, us on our own ground or to surrender. 
They have not now, and tliey cannot for .sonu* time, I think, have 
enough force to do that. I think th(‘ir force at Poi-t Hudson has been 
overestimated, and I do not think tliat miuili reliance can bo placed 
upontlieir conscripts at pre.sent. I am informed by a.ii intelligent man 
belonging to the Twelfth Maine, Volunteers, and who recently oscaj)ed 
from Port Hudson, that the plan of building a raft in the river to enable 
them to cross, if found necessary to (“vacnate in con.s(‘(iuence of our cut¬ 
ting off their supplies and their rclri'at inland, has been discussed, and 
it is quitex>robablo that an attenqit may be madi' to do it. 

I am, sir, very respectfu 11 v, voiir oliedimit .sm'vant., 

0. (HIOVEK, 

Ilrigadier- (1 enera I, Commanding. 


VVAsiUN(iTON, 1). March 5,1863. 
Major-General Banks, New 0rleuv.s, La.: 

General : The last dispatches received from yon to-day are dated 
February 23.* Some of jirevious dates wen* receiv'isl yesterday. 


Not found. 
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In regard to Penbacola, your \iews are fully approved. The tovu 
itself is a matter of very little importance to us, and it would be useless 
to expose anything more than a police force there. Such a force could 
be withdrawn in case of any danger. On consultation with the Engineer 
Office, 1 am satisfied that your line of defense must be from Fort Bar¬ 
rancas to the redoubt; of course, most of your forces should be con¬ 
centrated there. 

In regard to the Mississippi Biver, I have very serious apprehensions 
of the results of the capture by the enemy of the Queen of the West and 
the Indianola. They can do no great harm to General Grant and Admiral 
Porter, but may to you and Admiral Farragut. I have urged the lilavy 
Department to send the latter more vessels. I believe they are waiting 
for further dispatches from Admiral Porter. 

Operations at Vicksburg have been 'greatly delayed, but from last 
accounts (February 27) are now progressing more favorably. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

6eneral4n- thief. 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gtjlf, 19th A, 0., 

Bo. 20. ) 2^ew Orleans^ Ma/rcJi 6, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. George L. Andrews is announced as chief of staff at 
headquarters, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EIOH’D B. lEWIB, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


BLeadquarters Department op the Gulp, 

Neio Orleans, La,, March 7, 1863. 

Major-General Halleok, 

Commander4n-Chief of the Army: 

General : The movement to which my last dispatch referred has 
been delayed by an accident which temporarily disabled two steamers 
of the admiraPs fleet. They are now nearly repaired, and it will be 
executed at once. This movement involves important considerations, 
both of advantage and risk. If the batteries are run successfully, he 
can leave, in conjunction with Admiral Porter’s vessels, a force above 
Port Hudson to blockade effectually the Red Eiver and the region of 
su])plies for both of the rebel posts on the Mississippi. If any serious 
disaster befalls him, such as the destruction or capture of his vessels, it 
perils our position here. Bevertheless, he thinks it imperative to make 
the attempt, as the most effectual blow that can be struck against the 
Confederacy, and feels very deeply the necessity, as we all do, of en¬ 
countering any risk if important results can, by any chance, be accom¬ 
plished. The capture of the iron-clad Indianola has greatly strength¬ 
ened tlie necessity for action without delay. 

I desire to rei>eat what I have said in previous dispatches of the 
inefficiency of the naval force at this point. There are many, very 
many, assailable points for the enemy, and many vulnerable points of 
attack upon his positions for us, but we are not strong enough either 
in naval or transport vessels for the necessary duty of simultaneous 
attack and defense anywhere. The movement up the river now con¬ 
templated exposes us to the greatest danger from this weakness. Under 
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other circumstances we could, without a doubt, capture Mobile, recap¬ 
ture Galveston, break up that most damaging contraband trade across 
the Eio Grande, penetrate the Bed Eiver country, by means of the 
Teche and the Atchafalaya Bayous; but for any one of these vitally 
important movements we are wholly unprepared, on account of the 
deficiency of suitable naval and transport vessels. We are especially 
in need of vessels of light draught of both classes. The Government 
cannot strengthen its cause better than by increasing its fleet here—an 
increase of force which must be obtained before any great success can 
be obtained here, and which is imperatively demanded to maintain our 
position. 

The enemy is concentrating its naval and land forces in this quarter. 
There is the most imperative necessity for this on the part of the Con¬ 
federate Government. I am sure, perfectly sure, that I do not under¬ 
estimate, from personal considerations, the importance of other enter¬ 
prises or over-appreciate the duty with which 1 am intrusted when I 
say that the rebellion is ended with the opening of the Mississippi 
Eiver. I desire the Government to consider the suggestion, which I 
make in the most solemn conviction, that its control in either hands is 
decisive of the great conflict. On the upper river we are strong, and, 
with time, we shall succeed. It requires time, and, with adequate means 
here, our success is certain; it is beyond a doubt, but it requires time 
here also, and an increase of our forces. We are isolated, cut off from 
assistance or retreat, assailable on all sides, and should be strongly sup¬ 
ported, as the possession we hold is vital. 

The opening of the trade would, in a few weeks, give me all the 
transports I require, because trade is drawing the proper class of vessels 
here with great rapidity. In a month or two we shall have abundance. 
I am amazed that the Government should have had possession of this 
position for nearly a year and find only twelve or thirteen vessels, in 
private and public service, adapted to its navigation, and these, in great 
part, decayed and unsafe. 

Information was received on Wednesday, the 4th instant, that sev¬ 
eral regiments of Virginia and Georgia troops had recently arrived at 
Camp Moore, on the Jackson road. This is a position from whicli they 
move with equal facility ui)on Port Hudson, Baton lioiige, or Kew Or¬ 
leans, via Pass Manchac. The increase of pickets of the enemy on the 
east side of the lake (Pontchartrain) and on the railroad has indicated 
some movement in that direction, and the capture of two schooners 
about 2 miles below Pass Manchac (a report of wJiicli is forwarded here¬ 
with) strengthens such views. The report U common among the sym¬ 
pathizers with the rebels that the city will be recaptured, and the same 
rumors are circulated in some of the parislies in tiie direction of La 
Fourche. We are, however, as well prepared for tliein as possible. 
Many guns have been unspiked and set up since my airival here, and 
fortifications are in progress at impoitant points. We have a close ob¬ 
servation upon all the avenues in the direction of Gamp Moore and 
Jackson, of the Eed Eiver, and also upon the Mississippi. 

I have cut off trade with the enemy eiitir<‘ly, by autliority. Whab 
ever is done in furnishing them supplies is done against orders. I have 
authorized the parties wiio make captures, or who give information 
leading to captures, to claim and receive one half the value of the sup¬ 
plies so captured. 

I have declined to allow any supplies to be sent across the lines as 
an equivalent for cotton, &c. Cotton that (*omes in lor sale here is not 
confiscated or disturbed. 
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reported by the commariders above designated to the Oommissioii, and 
their families shall receive no aid from the Commission. 

2 d. Ko tickets for rations shall be issued until a careful investigation 
be made of the character and circumstances of the persons applying for 
relief, by a trustworthy canvasser, appointed for that purpose, and whose 
duty shall be that of making these*investigations; and in no case shall 
the Commission furnish rations merely upon the certificate or recom¬ 
mendation of any person whatsoever, but shall themselves pass upon the 
propriety of granting such application. All ration tickets now outstand¬ 
ing shall be recalled and canceled by the Commission within the present 
month, and hereafter no tickets shall be issued for a longer period than 
thirty days. 

Ill, The Commission shall keep an exact record of the name, age, 
residence, and class of each adult or child to or for whom rations are 
furnished. 

lY. Transportation for commissary stores and materials for the Com¬ 
mission will be furnished by the chief quartermaster, who will provide 
the necessary ofUce or officers and stores for the business of the Com¬ 
mission, and will also, upon proper requisitions, furnish the Commission 
all necessary stationery and blank books reasonably needed for its use. 

y. The number of employes at the two markets used by the Com¬ 
mission shall continue the same as at present, and at the offices of the 
Commission the following shall be the only employes: One secretary, at 
$90 per month 5 two clerks, at $75 per month; four canvassers, at $75 
per month; one porter, at $30 per month. And the salaries of these, as* 
well as of all persons connected with or in the employ of the Co?nmis- 
sion, shall be paid directly to each individual by the chief quartermas¬ 
ter. The Commission will give particular attention to the character of 
the persons selected to act as canvassers, and will employ none who are 
not trustworthy and reliable. 

YI. The present system of management of the affairs of the Com¬ 
mission, so far as it is not varied by this order, shall contiinio the same, 
but all changes made necessary by its provisions shall be immediately 
enforced. 

#*♦#*#* 

XYI, During the temporary absence of the comnianding general from 
the city. Brig. Gen. T. W. Sherman, commanding the Deienses of Kew 
Orleans, is authorized and directed to issue and approve all such orders 
relative to military affairs as the necessities of the departiiicnt may re 
quire, and his orders and acts will be respected and obeyed accordingly. 

By command of Major-General Banks: 

EICffD B. lEWiX, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Bivouac at Springfield Cross-Roads^ 
Fourteen miles from Baton Rouge^ March 14, 18G3. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

General-in-Gliiefi Washington., I). C.: 

Sir: Admiral Farragut having yesterday notified me of his intention 
to pass up in the afternoon and run by Port Hudson this day or to¬ 
morrow, I immediately put my troops, which had been in readiness 
since the 10 th, in march, Grover leading, Emory following his march, 
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and Augur bringing up the rear this morning. We have so far 
seen nothing of the enemy except small parties of cavalry, who are 
easily driven in. The contrabands who have been examined to-day 
say the enemy will make no fight outside of his works. . The men move 
well and are in good spirits. There is very little straggling. The 
roads are in good condition, except where the bridges are destroyed or 
out of repair. I shall try to communicate with the fleet by means of 
signals. We move on the Bayou Sara road, with detachments on the 
Clinton road, and will occupy to-night the general line of the cross-road 
to Ross’ Landing. 

I have ordered General Sherman to hold a brigade of his division 
and General Weitzel to hold his brigade in readiness to join us at a 
moment’s notice in case of necessity, or, if it is found that the re-enforce- 
ments will enable us, to strike a decisive blow. The movement of the 
UiTavy will take place to-night. The admiral was delayed by the break¬ 
ing down of the engines of the Winona and Essex (iron-clad). 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

NT. P. BAl^TCS, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gulp, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Gamp near Baton Eouge^ March 15,1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

General-in-Chiefs Washingtons J). C.: 

After sending my dispatch to you of yesterday’s date by telegraph, 
through General Sherman, I received a communication ftom Admiral 
Farragut, forwarded from the signal station at Springfield Landing, in¬ 
forming me that the fleet, which was then anchored near Profit’s Island, 
would move at 8 o’clock in the evening, and that he expected to have 
passed the batteries by midnight. I immediately directed the best dis¬ 
position of our forces that circumstances would admit of, in view of the 
fact that the position had not been reconnoitered, and that the hasty 
reconnaissances, which were immediately pushed out on all the roads, 
showed that our maps were in many important respects very unrelia¬ 
ble. Of the enemy’s position we had not the information necessary to 
enable us to approach it with confidence, and had no time to obtain 
such information. 

Grover’s division was placed in position in front of the Ross Landing 
cross-road, his left upon Bayou Baton Rouge, with detachments on the 
Clinton road and the cross-roads on the right 5 Paine’s brigade, of Em¬ 
ory’s division, and two batteries of the same division on Grover’s left, 
across the bayou; the remainder of Emory’s division near Alexander’s; 
Augur’s division at Vallandiugham’s. 

Our cavalry was pushed forward to the forks of the Nettles and Ross 
Landing roads, and to the fork of the Bayou Sara road, near the open¬ 
ing of what is marked on the map as “Open Plains,” and succeeded in 
gaining and holding these points. I was very anxious to get our artil¬ 
lery before nightiall in a favorable position to keep up a^fire during the 
night, with a view of drawing ofi:' a portion of the enemy’s attention 
from the fleet. A small bridge on the Ross Landing road was found 
broken down, so as to be impassable for artillery, and could not be 
repaired in time to enable me to carr\ out this object, and even had it 
been othervrise, our uncertainty as to the precise position of the enemy 
would have rendered this Are of but little effect. We heard nothing 
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further from the fleet uutil about 11.30 p. m., when the sound of the 
mortars, followed almost immediately after by a heavy cannonade, an¬ 
nounced that the Navy were engaged. The cannonade continued to be 
heard at times,very indistinctly until after 2 a. m., the sound creeping 
slowly from left to right until that hour, when it apparently ceased. 
Between 2.30 and 3 o’clock a bright light was seen above the river at 
about the points which the shells marked as the position of our mortar 
boats; the light seemed to come from a burning vessel, which appar¬ 
ently drifted down the stream. Yery frequent explosions were heard, 
as if proceeding from the burning craft, until shortly after 5 o’clock, 
when a terrific explosion, as of a large magazine, told th^^t her destruc¬ 
tion was completed. The course followed by the sound of the firing 
satisfied me that at least a portion of the fleet had succeeded in pass¬ 
ing Port Hudson, but some fears were aroused for the safety of the 
larger vessels, especially lest the burning craft should have been the 
Hartford. 

At about 7.30 a. m. to-day I received a dispatch,* of which a copy is 
inclosed, from the signal officer stationed at Springfield Landing, con¬ 
veying definite information of the result of the engagement. The ob¬ 
ject of the expedition to create a diversion in favor of the Navy having 
now been obtained, not indeed so completely as 1 wished, but quite as 
much so as was possible under the circumstances, and an assault upon 
the enemy’s works being, in view of our relative numbers, out of the 
question, I gave orders for the troops to move in and occupy the line of 
the Bayou Monte Serro, extending across the Bayou Sara, Clinton, and 
Greensburg roads. After seeing these orders in process of execution, I 
moved my headquarters, and went into camp at the fork of the Bayou 
Sara and Clinton roads, where 1 shall remain for the present. 

I had made all the necessary arrangements to establish signal com¬ 
munication with the admiral on the west bank of the river, when I was 
reliably informed that the Hartford and Albatross had passed up the 
river, out of sight. 

Colonel Clark, of my staff, was, I regret to state, severely, but not 
dangerously, wounded while reconnoitering the enemy in front of our 
lines. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-Oeneralj Commanding. 


Heauquarteus United States Forces, 

Baton Eouge^ March 15, 18G3—12.15 p. m. 

Lieut. Col. Eiohard B. Irwin, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.., Hdqrs. Department of the Gulf: 

Sir: I have the honor to state that the Iberville, dispatched this 
morning to collect the survivors of the Mississippi, has but a short time 
since returned, bringing 40 of the crew of the latter vessel, who confirm 
the reports previously forwarded to you. They state that five vessels 
of the fleet are above Port Hudson and the remainder below; that 
the Mississippi was slowly following the course of the fleet when she 
grounded ; that, on account of her precarious condition, she was finally 
fired and abandoned. Thirty of the crew are reported lost; 3 lieuten¬ 
ants wounded, one of whom had both legs shot away. Captain Smith, 
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Executive Officer Dewey, Lieutenant Chase, and Captain King are 
reported safe on board the Essex. If further information is received 
I will communicate with you. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. E. OHIOKEEING, 

Colonel^ Commanding Post. 


Hbadquaetees TInitei) States Eoeoes, 

Baton Eouge, La.^ March 16,1863. 

Brigadier-General Andrews, 

Chief of Staffs Department of the Gulf: 

General: I have the honor herewith to transmit the report of Oapt. 
G. W. Eogers, commanding detachment sent to LobdelPs Landing, to 
destroy signal station near that point. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

T. E. OHIOKEEmG, 

Colonel^ Commanding Post. 


[Thdosure.] 

Baton Eottge, La., March 16,1863. 

Ool. T. E. Ohiokeeing, 

Forty-first Massachusetts Yols., Gomdg. Fast, Baton Rouge: 

Colonel : In compliance with order of March 14, with my command 
embarked on board steamer Saint Maurice, and proceeded to a point 
north of the crevasse; succeeded in breaking np signal party at that 
place, who escaped with their rockets a few minutes before my arrival. 
Found on plantation, owned by Dr. Allen, 57 hogsheads of sugar and 
200 bushels of corn; on Bullard’s plantation, 50 hogsheads of sugar and 
1,000 bushels of corn; on the widow Clark’s plantation, 60 hogsheads 
of sugar and 3,000 bushels of corn, also 100 barrels of molasses. About 
3 o’clock Sunday morning, the steamer Mississippi was observed coming 
down the river, and blew up a short distance below my camp. A short 
time after, 30 of the sailors were brought in, when I immediately sent 
two of them in a small boat in charge of one of my sergeants to report 
to you. Subsequently several others came in, and sent them to this 
place on board steamer Saint Maurice. At a later hour eight more, 
who had been wandering in the swamps all night were brought in, and 
embarked on steamer Iberville with my command this a. m. I have 
also two male slaves, who had escaped from Piney Woods. 

G. W. EOG-BES, 

Gajpt. Company A, One hundred and seventy-third New lorh Vols. 


General Orders, l Hdqrs. Dept, op the Gulp, 19th A. C., 

ITo. 23. 1 Gamp near Baton Rouge, March 20, 1863. 

All officers and soldiers, and all followers of the army, of whatever 
character, in this department are forbidden to engage, in any manner 
whatever, directly or indirectly, in the purchase or saleof the products 
of the country, or to use the troops, transportation, or material of ihe 
army for the purpose of speculation, or to assist those who are so en¬ 
gaged, under penalty of dishonorable dismissal and severe punishment. 
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Oommaaders of divisions, brigades, regiments, and posts will report 
any violation of this order, and take every possible precaution to en¬ 
force its strict observance. Pillage and depredations will be sup¬ 
pressed. The appropriation of the property of the country to private 
use or personal emolument demoralizes the army and dishonors the 
service. 

Commanding officers will be held responsible for the conduct of their 
men, and for the summary punishment of offenses. A man who aban¬ 
dons his flag and his comrades, in the face of the enemy, to pillage and 
plunder women and children, or unprotected people, deserves and should 
receive the summary infliction of the penalty of death denounced by 
the Articles of War for his crime. 

It is the legitimate right of an army to obtain its supplies jBcom the 
country it occupies. This right will be exercised to its fullest extent, 
and the Government will answer to the enemy and to the country for 
that which it applies to its use or leaves to the people; but all seizures 
must be made by authorized officers, accounted for to the chiefs of the 
proper staff departments, according to the nature of the property, and 
scrupulously applied to the use and benefit of the Government. 

By command of Major-General Banks : 

EIOH’D B. lEWm, 

Assistant AdjutanPOeneral. 


Washing-ton, April 3,1863. 

Major-General Banks, New Orleans: 

General : Tour dispatch of March 21* is received, and has been 
shown to the Secretary of War. 

In regard to cotton trade, you will see from the orders of the War De¬ 
partment and the regulations of the Treasury Department (just printed) 
that the whole question is now definitely arranged. 

It is to be regretted that we cannot at present send to New Orleans 
more troops or gunboats without taking them from General Hullter^s 
department. The unexpected delays there have resulted from the want 
of preparation in the Navy. Whether the operations there arc success¬ 
ful or not, I hope that as soon as they are terminated a portion of the 
land and naval forces in the Department of the South may be sent to 
the Gulf. 

It is unfortunate that the Government, yielding to outside j)ressure 
and the impatience of the people, has undertaken too many things at 
the same time. But this has been the result of circumstances which 
neither you nor I could control. We are only responsible for doing our 
best with the means at our command. 

Tour great object, to be kept continually in view, must be to connect 
with General Grant. He has been written to to do all in Ins power to 
connect with you. It would seem from this distance that the Atchafa- 
laya offers the best means of effecting this object; but you and General 
Grant can judge best, being on the spot. 

I hope that the weather will soon permit some of our armies to move. 
A successful operation would greatly relieve the Government. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLEOK, 

Oeneral4n- Ohief. 
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WASHiNaTON, D. 0., A:pril 29, 1863. 

Major-General Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf: 

General : I have just received your dispatches Nos. 0 and 10,* and 
congratulate you on the success of your operations. I only regret that 
we cannot yet send you more troops to assist in your enterprises; but 
operations in other departments are such that none can at present be 
spared. 

It is hoped, however, that General Grant will very soon be able to 
open communications with you. His last dispatches are very encourag¬ 
ing. A number of his boats had run the batteries at Vicksburg, and a 
portion of his troops were at New Carthage. By this time he is probably 
in possession of Grand Gulf. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief 


Hdqes. Dept, of the Gulf, Nineteenth AitiyiY Corps, 

Hfew Orleans, April 29, 1863. 

Major-General Halleok, 

Commanding the Army of the United States: 

General : Pending our eftbrts to open communication with General 
Grant, I visited New Orleans for one day. I desire to reduce the troops 
at this point to the lowest possible number consistent with the safety of 
the city, and I have also ordered one regiment from Key West to join 
my command in the Teche country. This will probably increase my 
force three regiments, which does not now exceed altogether 10,000 or 
12,000 men. I have received a dispatch from Admiral Farragut, dated 
the 24th, a copy of which is inclosed, and hope to open communication 
with him immediately, and, through him, with General Grant. Con¬ 
trary to the tenor of my dispatch sent by the last mail, I believe, if 
General Grant can join us with one corps, as he promised, on the Bed 
Biver, our movement across the Mississipi)i on Port Hudson by the 
Bayou Sara to be the most expeditious and certain. Onr supplies, 
both of provisions and ammunition, which was the chief difficulty in 
my mind at the date of my last dispatch, can be furnished from Baton 
Bongo directly to the rear of Port Hudson. Landing at Bayou Sara, 
Grant^s forces and my own can easily maintain this line of communi¬ 
cation, and more directly to the rear of that post. I think you may 
bo assured that the force at Port Hudson cannot maintain itself if 
this junction with Grant can be effected, and I doubt very much if 
it can be very long maintained against the movements of my own 
column. My advance brigade, under General Dwight, is now on the 
Alexandria road, 25 miles above Washington. We shall move for¬ 
ward as soon as communication can be opened and arrangements 
effected with the admiral and General Grant. 1 have the pleasure of 
informing you that, the Atchafalaya is entirely at our disposal, and 
that the whole country to Alexandria is open to us. The most re¬ 
liable information I have of Kirby Smith is that he was at Arka- 
delphia, Ark., with. 5,000 to 6,000 men, badly armed, and with little 
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or no artillery. Arkadelphia is on the Washita Eiver, at the head 
of navigation. From there to Camden, on the Washita, is 60 miles, 
where he will find plenty of water, and four or five transport steamers, 
by which he could take his command from Camden to Monroe, La., and 
march across to Alexandria, or he could continue down the Washita 
to Black and Eed Eivers. In this, however, he will be anticipated by 
Grant. There are reports in secession circles in this city that Smith 
is on the Washita, intending to join General Taylor. There is always 
a plenty of water in this river to Camden, up to the middle of June. 
This informationis derived from a Southern man, who was at ITew Iberia 
two weeks since. The products of the country, and supplies for the 
army, which belonged legitimately to the Government, obtained by 
this expedition, may amount to from $2,000,000 to $6,000,000. Ifot less 
than 20,000 beeves, mules, and horses will be obtained if we occupy 
this country a sufficient time to gather them in. Indefinite quanti¬ 
ties of lumber of the best quality, suitable for all Government pur¬ 
poses, we have found on the waters of the country we occupy. I have 
directed the opening of the Plaquemine Bayou and the Grand Eiver, 
which have been closed by drift-wood for nearly two years. This will 
be accomplished within two weeks, and will open an immediate and 
safe communication with the Atchafalaya, between the Mississippi 
and the Eed Eiver, and also by the Tensas and Black Eivers to the 
Mississippi above Vicksburg. I think I may say that this communica¬ 
tion is permanently open, and that it is impossible for any one to con¬ 
ceive the full advantage of this great water communication to the pur¬ 
poses of the army and the Government. I am surprised to find, upon 
examination, the amount of material which exists in this department 
for the construction of river steamers. Turning my attention to this 
subject within the last two months, I have found that there are here at 
least twenty engines in good condition, and which can easily be adapted 
to steamboat navigation. The opening of the Techo country gives all 
the lumber requisite for the construction of a great number of vessejs. 
We have mechanics both in the army and out of the army, whose em¬ 
ployment will be beneficial to the Government in ship-building. Until 
now I have not had funds which could be applied to a purpose of this 
kind without intrenching upon the appropriations of Congress for the 
support of the war. It gives me pleasure now to say that I can within 
three months construct and equip twenty steamers, at comparatively 
trifling expense, for light water navigation, a portion of which will be 
suitable for war as well as transport duty. 1 beg to say to you that 
the expense of this work will be merely nominal, and that these vessels 
are needed beyond any representations that I can possibly make. Ilad 
I this transportation open when entering upon duty in this department, 
the delay which has been experienced in army movements would have 
been avoided altogether; but I knew nothing of the existence of the 
materials, and found nothing necessary for the movements until up to 
this date. I beg to call the earnest attention of the Government to this 
subject, and ask permission to construct from the funds in my iiosses- 
sion as many of these vessels as may be needed by the Government. 
I cannot urge too strongly this subject upon your important attention. 

My official report of the campaign just closed will be made to you 
immediately upon my return to Opelousas. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Western Department, 

'So. —. ) Tujpelo^ Miss.y June 18, 1862. 

Breckinridge’s division, Army of the Mississippi, will be prepared 
to move in light marching order with all possible celerity, with six days’ 
subsistence, 100 rounds of ammunition for small-arms, and the current 
supply for field batteries. Brigadier-General Preston will report at 
once to the commander of the forces for special instructions. 

By command of General Bragg: 

GEOEGE. WM. BEENT, 

Acting Ohief of Staff. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Special Department, 

So. 16. ) Grenada^ Miss.^ June 23,1862. 

L The commanding officer of General Breckinridge’s corps will send 
forward immediately by railroad, as fast as transportation is furnished, 
the brigades constituting that corps to Vicksburg, Miss., with ten days’ 
rations and a complement of ammunition. The senior officer present 
with these detachments will report to Major-General Van Dorn until the 
arrival of the corps commander or the commanding general of the troops 
of this special department. 

n. As soon as Breckinridge’s corps shall have moved, Brigadier- 
General Villepigue will move forward with his brigade, as rapidly as 
transportation can be furnished him, to Vicksburg, provided with a 
complement of ammunition and ten days’ rations for his troops, and, on 
arriving, report to the commanding general of this special department, 
or, in his absence, to Major-General Van Dorn, for orders and instruc¬ 
tions. 

III. The quartermaster, subsistence, and medical departments are 
charged with the prompt execution of the duties incumbent on them, 
respectively. 

IV. Colonel [W. H.] Jackson, in command, with his cavalry regiment 
and additional companies, will continue to cover our northern border, 
and Colonel [W. B.] Shelby, with his regiment, will remain under his 
command with the advance, and the armed companies of General 
Thompson will remain at Grenada to join the remainder of that force. 
General Thompson will command along the line of the Memphis and 
Tennessee Eailroad, retaining the present armed force there, and he will 
carry into execution the special instructions communicated to him. 

V. Col. B. Desha Harman is assigned to the command of the post 
of Grenada, and will send all unarmed troops forward as rapidly as 
possible to Jackson, Miss., and carry into execution all special instruc¬ 
tions. 

By command of Brigadier-General Euggles: 

L. D. SANDIDGE, 

Acting Assistemt Adjutant and Inspector General^ 0. 8. Army. 


Jaokson, Miss., June 24,1862. 

General Daniel Euggles : 

Can you send messenger to the commander of the ram Arkansas, and 
suggest to him to come out, run the fleet, and get behind them and sink 
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transports * If he is fast enough he can do this easily. He could clear 
the river below. It is better to die game and do some execution than 
to lie by and be burned up in the Yazoo. 

EARL YAhT DORF, 

Major-General. 


Genbrad Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of S. Miss, and E. La., 

hTo. 3. ) Jackson^ ifm., June 26,1862. 

I. The major-general commanding announces the following-named 
offtcers as members of his staff. They will be respected and obeyed 
accor<Rngly: Col. Philip Stockton, chief of ordnance,- Maj. A. M. 
Haskell, inspector-general; Maj. J.D.Balfour,inspector-general; Maj- 
Edward Dillon, chief commissary; Maj. Claud McGivern, chief quarter¬ 
master; Maj. M. M. Kimmel, assistant adjutant-general; Surg. John 
M. Haden, medical director; Asst. Surg. Howard Smith, medical pur¬ 
veyor ; Lieut. Clement Sulivane, and Rufus Shoemaker, aides-de-camp. 
All persons having communications with any of the staff departments 
will address them to the respective heads of the departments. 

II. Col. Fred. Tate is hereby announced as provost-marshal-general 
for this department. He will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

EARL YA'H DORhT, 

Major-General. 


General Orders, | Hdqrs. Dept, of S. Miss, and E. La., 

Ko. 6. i Yidkshurg^ June 29, 1862. 

The general commanding regrets that it has become necessary to call 
the attention of the troops encamped in this vicinity to the Articles of 
War in regard to the destruction of private property. It was hoped 
that respect for the heroic people who have given up all to bombard¬ 
ment in such a glorious cause would have checked anything like ma¬ 
rauding or wanton destruction of their property. For the sake of your 
honor, let it not be said that you have damaged this city more than the 
enemy^s guns. Officers of regiments encamped near private property 
will be held responsible for its safety. Injuries done will be assessed, 
and the regimental officers will be required to pay for it in proportion 
to the amount of their pay. 

By order of Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn: 

M. M. KIMMEL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, \ Udqrs. Breckinridge’s Division, 

2 . ) Vicksburg, Miss., July 10, 1862. 

Hereafter the several brigades composing this division will be num¬ 
bered as follows: First Biigade, Brigadier-General Bowen; Second 
Brigade, Brigadier-General Helm; Third Biigade, Brig. Gen. William 
Preston, and Fourth llrigade, Col. W. S. Statham. 

By command of Major-General Breckinridge: 

JOHK T. PICKETT, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Seo Buggies to Van Doru, p. 765. 
71 B R—VOL XV 
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Camp of the Hudson Battery, 

2fear Vicksburg, Miss., July 16,1862. 

Oapt. G. W. MoOauley, 

Asst. Adjt. Qen., Second Brigade, BreekinridgJs Division: 

Sm: I received a circular of date July 16, calling for volunteers to 
go on board the Arkansas, to attack the fleet below; said volunteers 
to be seamen or artillerists, and to report immediately to brigade head¬ 
quarters. The circular was immediately published to the company, 
and 13 (all artillerists) volunteered. I immediately reported to brigade 
headquarters, and was referred to General Van Dorn, who referred me 
to General Breckintidge and Lieutenant Brown. I dispatched a man 
to General Breckinridge’s headquarters, and was there referred to 
Lieutenant Brown. He did not see General Breckinridge. I then at¬ 
tempted to go to the river, but, having no passport, I did not succeed in 
passing through the lines, and was obliged to return to camp with my 
men without accomplishing anything. 

Eespectfully, 

JAMES L. HOOLE, 

Captain Hudson Battery. 

[Indorsement.] 

As will be seen by the above, I had a detail here last night, but they 
could not get to the boat. The commanding officer returned this morn¬ 
ing to make further efforts to get on the boat. He obtained a pass from 
this officer this morning to visit the boat to see Lieutenant Brown, in 
order to get him to accept his detail, and seemed exceedingly anxious on 
the subject. So the men who went on the Arkansas last evening and 
came ashore this morning cannot be the detail made from this com¬ 
mand. 

Eespectfully, 

B. H. HELM, 
Commanding Second Brigade, 

Ool. John T. Pickett, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs. Fourth Beioade, Beeokineidoe’s Division, 

July 17, 1862. 

Major Pickett, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir : After making examination, I have the honor to report that the 
lieutenant and men who volunteered and went on board the Arkansas 
are there yet, and have not been on shore with the purpose of leaving 
the boat. The lieutenant is distressed that such a repoit concerning 
him should have been made. Directions will be given to them to re¬ 
main until otherwise ordered from your headquarters or by Oa])tain 
Brown. If any of the men should leave without orders, to avoid the 
service, they will be arrested and punished and others sent in their 
stead. 

I make this report at the request of Colonel [ W. S.] Statham, who has 
now a hot fever. 

The six volunteer firemen called for on yesterday were sent to the 
Arkansas last evening. 

I remain, respectfully, 

HAEEY I. THOENTOIST, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gmeral, 
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Hdqes. Third Brig-ade, BEECXiNRiDaE’s Diyision, 

Near Viekshurg^ July 18,1862. 

Maj.JOHN T. PlOEETT, 

Assistant Adjutam^P General: 

Major : In conformity with, your orjier, I made the requisite inquiry 
in relation to the volunteers in my command who are alleged to have 
left the ram Arkansas on the 16th instant without authority. 

Lieutenant Mathews, a gallant and meritorious officer, volunteered 
as a private for the service, took charge of the detail, and served with 
it on board the vessel during the engagement. He left the vessel with 
permission of Captain Brown, and with thanks for the service he had 
rendered. I inclose Lieutenant Mathews^ note as a part of this report. 

I trust and believe that there is no ground for the charge on which 
your order is based. In making the inquiry, I find no cause to arrest 
or reprimand Lieutenant Mathews, but, on the contrary, deem that he 
deserves thanks for his gallantry and service. 

I remain, your obedient servant, 

W. PEESTOK, 

JBrigadier-Gmeral^ Commanding, 

[Inolosnre.] 

Headquarters Graoey^s [Cobb^s] Battery, 

July 17,1862. 

[Brig. Gen. W. Preston :] 

Generax : In reply to your inquiries concerning the volunteers from 
our battery to assist in fighting the ram Arkansas’^ against the lower 
fleet, I report as follows: On the 15th instant, about 4 p. m., Lieutenant 
[H. P.l Wallace, of your staff, came to our battery and stated that you 
desired 12 volunteers from your brigade to fill the place of the wounded 
and dead in the crew of the ram. Twelve members of the battery, be¬ 
sides myself, immediately volunteered to go, but our commanding officer 
refusing to permit so many of us to leave, as it would reduce the strength 
of his battery, resorted to a ballot to see who the lucky ones might be, 
which resulted as follows: Sergt. James Brindley, Corpl. John Leonard, 
Privates Benjamin [G.] Moore, Daniel Black, and Charley Thornton, and 
Sergt. T. Watts. As soon as the volunteers were ready to move, which 
was about five minutes after, I took the men and reported myself and 
command to Captain Brown, of the ram, as being a portion of the num¬ 
ber required of your brigade. Captain iBrown immediately assigned us 
to a gun. 1 stated to Captain Brown that we had come to assist him 
to fight the lower fleet that evening, and that as my whole experience 
ill artillery was confined to light field pieces, except what 1 had learned 
from the morning engagement with the enemy^s boats, would prefer that 
he would place some officer in charge that had more experience, and I 
would fight as a private, which was done, as he placed Midshipman [D. 
M.J {Scales in charge. We worked the gun throughout the engagement 
to the best of our abilities. After the engagement w^as over, I asked 
the first lieutenant if they needed our services any more. He conducted 
me to Captain Brown, who stated that he had no further use for us, and 
that he was very grateful for our services, and that we could return to 
our camp. I asked him then for the countersign ; he did not have it. 
1 asked General Breckinridge’s son for it, who was standing by during 
my conversation with Captain Brown; he not having it, was compelled 
to remain in town until morning, when we returned to our battery. 
These are all the circumstances connected with our aquatic expedition, 
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and trust that they are of such a character as will relieve your mind of 
anv impression you may have received of myself or any of those under 
my command acting in any way except as Keutuclcians have always 
and will continue to act before the enemy, whether on land or water. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

’ ’ R. B. MATHEWS, 

First Lieutenant CobVs Battery, 


Camp Moore, July 30,1862. 

Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn : 

Did not find rations for more tlian five days. Have telegraphed 
repeatedly to Jackson for ten days’ more. Get no answer. Will you 
order them? Country exhausted toward the river. Flooding rains 
made movement impossible yesterday from exposure. Sick-list increas¬ 
ing terribly. Total effective force, 3,600, including Buggies. I move 
half the force; the rest in a few hours. If I can gather subsistence and 
some more transportation, shall not wait for rations from Jackson, but 
take the chances. 

This moment received a dispatch that I can get the rations from Jack- 
son. I may not be able to execute the orders in your dispatch of yester¬ 
day, as the climate and exposure are reducing regiments to companies, 
and it is impossible to get adequate transportation while the country 
has no supplies. Will drive them to the river, and, if possible, do more. 

JOHH G. BEEOKINBIDGE, 

Major-General. 


PONOHATOTJLA, La., August 11,1862—G a. m. 
Maj. Gen, J. 0. Breokinridg-e/ 0. S. Army, 

Camp near Baton Rouge: 

General: IS'othing of importance has occurred on this line. I have 
been making the proper inquiries to find out. the topography of the 
country and habits of the enemy, and find that secret cunning, instead of 
bold dash, will have to be the tactics on tliis border. It is impossible to 
approach him, and we have to await his movements. There was no 
damage done at Covington, and the affair at Madisonville seems to have 
been simply a little shelling, which drove most of thc^, people away, but 
did not injure the town more than $20. The Ihig story was the finding 
in a citizen’s house an old flag, rather a child’s i>laytbing, wliicdi they 
stuck up on the column of the porch, and which blew down the first 
wind. 

A Oapt. H. L. Daigre came in during the night with 10 ])risonei*s, cap¬ 
tured near New River. Ho reports Donaldsonville as burned on Friday 
at 11 o’clock; an insurrection among the negroes in Ascension Parish, 
and the killing of 40 or 50 of them; that since Friday tJie boats have 
taken down more troops than were brought up ; that the WeightTrian, 
loaded with the dead and wounded from Baton Rouge, was run into by a 
gunboat (accidentally) and sunk, with all on board, and several other 
items of interest, which I hope will reach you in reliable shape. Cap¬ 
tain Daigre takes his prisoners to Camp Moore. They were the crews of 
schooners which he captured and burned. He also captured a steam¬ 
boat, which showed French papers, and was released. He desires in¬ 
structions in regard to her if-again caught. 1 am not aware whether 
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such reports as this should be made to yourself, to General Euggles, as 
commandant of the sub-department, or direct to General Yan Dom, but, 
as my orders are from you, I will continue to write to you, and you can 
act in the matters reported as may be pleasant to yourself. 

Tours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Missouri State Ouard^ Brigadier General^ 

on Special Sermce, 0. S. Army, 


Hdqrs. Medical Dept., First Bnia, Second Dry,, 

Camp on Gomite Eiver^ La.^ August 11, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. 0. Breokinridoe, 

Commanding Forces in the Field: 

General : The health of this brigade, as you are aware, is very bad, 
and has been so ever since its arrival a.t Yicksburg. It is my opinion 
that this climate is the cause of the peculiar diseases which are so 
enervating, and which affect the many so as nearly to ruin our army. 
When this brigade arrived at Yicksburg they were in as good health 
as they had ever been since they entered the service, and better than 
they had been for six months previous to that time. We had been at 
Yicksburg but a short time before the malarious atmosphere began its 
work, and the numbers that fell before it fully testify its virulent power. 
We have been almost ruined by it, and the indications are that our con¬ 
dition will be made worse daily if an effort is not made to countepct it. 
The only remedy I can suggest, after many days of reflection, viewing 
the cause of it as I do, is to have this command removed to some point 
north of this, to which they are acclimated. I believe that it is a point 
generally conceded by leading medical men that when a climate disa¬ 
grees with a person or persons it requires one season for them to become 
acclimated. This being the case, I do not think the health of this com¬ 
mand can be improved in this climate until after frost comes and de¬ 
stroys to a great extent the malaria. 1 suppose the enemy are suffering 
as much, if not more, than we are, and that is some consolation. The 
following statistics show the strength of this command at different 
periods during six or eight weeks: 


Conunand. 

Nninbor of men 
for du^ ar¬ 
rived at Vicks¬ 
burg. 

Number of men 
for duty left 

1 Vicksburg. 

Number of men 
for duty at 
present date. 


620 

275 

122 


390 

301 

151 


340 

275 

119 


375 

252 

150 


117 

97 

3G 


80 

52 

6 

Total.-... 

1, 822 

1, 252 

.584 
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VickHbur-, lodiicod by Hickiicss to diito, G71. Kcdin-tion by sickness tiom time of ariival at Vuks 
buiK, to date, 1,2:18 This table shows only non commissioned officers and puvates 


In a period of six or eight weeks the effective strength of this coni- 
maud has been reduced more than two-thirds. I am aware that Gohb s 
battery is not in this hrigad(‘ at tlds juncture, but it has been with us 










1126 W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. [Chap. XXVII. 

from the time of its formation to the time of our arrival at Gamp Moore. 
I therefore include it in this report. I have given it as my opinion at the 
outset that this climate is the great cause of the diseases now prevalent in 
this brigade, connected with my reasons for so believing, in a few words. 

I hope you will not consider that I have acted improperly in forward¬ 
ing this report to yon. 

I have witnessed with sadness, for the past six or eight weeks, the 
speedy weakening of the strength of this command, and I feel it my 
duty as brigade surgeon to ^ve you my opinion as to the cause, effect, 
and remedy. It is my candid opinion, judging the future by the past 
and present, that the health of this command will not improve in this 
climate before the last of November. 

I know no reason why this brigade should not regain its former health 
and strength if taken to some point north of this, to which it is accli¬ 
mated. 

This report embraces only the non-commissioned officers and privates. 
The sickness among our commissioned officers is much larger in pro¬ 
portion. This brigade will not average a commissioned officer to the 
company. There are only two field officers in this brigade, and both of 
them indisposed. 

I believe this army is here in obedience to orders of superior officers, 
not by any request of yours; and hoping for the good of the sick and 
suffering Kentuckians and Alabamians and others in your command, 
you will endeavor to have us moved to some point north of this, for 
which 1 believe you will use your best exertion, 

I remain, your obedient servant, 

J. W. THOMPSON, 
Surgeon First Br%gade^ Second Division, 


Secret.] Headquarters of the Military Commandanoy 

OF the State of Tamaulipas. 
The military command of the State of Tamaulipas^ War Dept.: 

In order to carry out strictly the commands of the orders dated the 
25th instant, and also to obtain the purposes sought, this commandancy, 
by* extinguishing the germs of the organizations still existing in this 
State, with a view to commence hostilities against Texas, has decreed 
that the military authorities of the frontier proceed in accordance with 
the following instructions: 

1st. They will apprehend all whom the public accuses of belonging to 
the suspicious band of Zapata, and those who have the reputation of 
being vagabonds or who live by stealing. 

2d. The Mexican troops and those of the State of Texas will assist 
one another in the pursuit of those who intend to pass from one side of 
the Bravo to the other. The respective commanders will exchange such 
communications as they deem necessary for Iheir purposes, and in case 
the forces of one of the States are insufficient to achieve the required 
result of the prosecution, they shall be re-enforced by the other nation, 
and should it be indispensable for the troops of one or the other gov¬ 
ernment to cross the Rio Bravo without loss of time in order to follow 
the malefactors or savages, the corresponding notice will be given to 
the nearest military authority. 

3d. Consequently, if the Mexican forces are insufficient to prosecute 
the criminals who organized on this frontier for the purpose of com¬ 
mencing hostilities against Texas, they will ask the necessary assistance 
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of the authorities of Texas, and in case it should be necessary for the 
troops of Texas to cross without delay in pursuing the offenders or sav¬ 
ages, the authorities of the frontier will not oppose their passage, of the 
effect of which corresponding notice will be given at the earliest time 
possible. Likewise, in case the Mexican territory should be threatened 
or invaded by malefactors or savages, the authorities of the frontier 
will observe the same rules as are laid down in regard to Texas. 

4th. If the persons who in passing from the State of Texas into that 
of Tamaulipas should not have a passport, as ordered in Paragraph II 
of the orders of the 25th instant, he will be detained, if he is not known, 
until found out who he is and what occupation he has; and should the 
result of the investigation show that his object is to disturb the peace 
in either of the two States, or to interfere with the actions of their au¬ 
thorities, it will be immediately reported to the military commandancy, 
to enable them to give such orders as they may see proper. 

5th. The persons who may be arrested with stolen stock, whether it 
be from Texas or Tamaulipas, will be taken up and sent to this city, 
with all antecedents. 

6th. From hence the military authorities will proceed to the investi¬ 
gation of the place of concealment of the effects stolen from the Con¬ 
federate train last year. In order to obtain the best possible results, 
they will hold counsel with the authorities of the frontier of Texas, to 
whom all the stolen goods which may be recovered will be returned. 
The persons in whose houses said effects are found will be arrested and 
sent to this place. 

7th. The military authorities will watch over the judicial employes, 
and see that they perform faithfully their corresponding parts of the 
dispositions contained in the decree of the 25th instant; and should 
they be neglectful, they will be reported to the military commandancy 
of the State, to be dealt with as may be thought proper, and, if their 
negligence should arise from complicity, they will be arrested and 
sent to this city, with all the antecedents. The communication of 
these instructions to the military authorities will be made officially to 
the chief authorities and military commands of this frontier under their 
charge, and the secret agreement must be read to all commanders of 
picket guards and detachments of troops and to those who act as mili¬ 
tary commanders of towns on the frontier, in order to enable them to 
proceed in regular order with their execution. 

The secret agreement will also be transcribed in this office, and for the 
civil authorities of the frontier, advising them at the same time to lend 
their co-operation to the military authoiities in everything they may 
require to enable them to carry out the orders of this commandancy 
more effectually. 

Liberty and reform. 

ALBmO LOPEZ, 

Political Chief and Mil, Commander of the De;pt of the ITorth. 

Matamobas, February 28,1863. 


Hdqbs. Sub-Militaby District op Texas, 

Fort Brown^ March 10,1863. 

To His Excellency Don Albino LOpez, 

Governor of the State of Tamauliyas: 

Sib: It has become my duty earnestly to invite Your Excellency’s 
special attention to the conduct of the consul of the United States res- 
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ident in Matamoras, in its bearing on the declared neutrality of Mexico 
in the war pending betjween the Confederate States and the United 
States. 

Some months since he appointed commissioners to raise recruits for 
the Army of the United States, within the Mexican territory, and, hav¬ 
ing furnished the forces thus raised means and covered them with the 
flag of his Government, incited them to commit rapine and murder on 
this side of the border, when, as Tour Excellency is well aware, much 
injury and mischief was done to the Confederate States and its loyal 
citizens. 

More recently he has been actively engaged in endeavors to seduce 
&om their allegiance soldiers under my command, and has caused the 
desertion of many, whom he is harboring in Matamoras, with the design 
of shipping them or employing them on this frontier as soldiers in the 
service of the United States. 

It is gratifying to believe that these grievances, so far as Mexican 
citizens are concerned, have been suppressed through appropriate or¬ 
ders promptly issued by Your Excellency; but this tampering witli my 
troops is an existing evil already great and threatening to increase. It 
is carried on by this consul through facilities of official position, and on 
Mexican soil, in derogation of that neutrality which he is bound to re¬ 
spect. Your Excellency will, I trust, see the propriety of informing 
yourself of the facts (transpiring under the eyes of your own police), 
and of correcting the wrong without delay. 

With a view to remedy this evil as far as possible, and to preserve 
peace and harmony on this frontier, I have the honor to request that 
such of the refugees from the Confederate States now in Matamoras as 
shall appear to have virtually enlisted in the Army of the United States 
shall be refused shipment to any foreign port, and that they be sent 
into the interior of Mexico, and be constrained to reside at a distance 
not less than 30 leagues from the frontier of Texas. 

I have also to request that Your Excellency will cause all citizens of 
the Confederate States and others who may have crossed the Eio Grande 
since the 28th ultimo, and now in Matamoras, without permits from the 
proper authority, to be returned to this side of the river for examina¬ 
tion. 

With sentiments of high consideration, I am, Your Excellency's obedi¬ 
ent servant, 

U. P. BEE, 

Brigadier’General^ Provisional Army. 


Military Commanbanoy of the State of Tamaulipas, 

_ War Department. 

Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee, 

Commanding Western Sub-Bisfriet of Texas, Fort Brown: 
General: Acts of great importance to the security and good har¬ 
mony of both frontiers have transpired lately, and compel me to address 
you. 


Day before yesterday some individuals belonging to the forces under 
your command threatened a Mexican lighter j tlireatening to fire on the 
if he did not come ashore j and having done so, a jiersou named 
Mad dock [IMaddox] was forcibly taken out of it, and is still a prisoner 
at the mouth of the river. One of the soldiers belonging to Capt. San¬ 
tos Benavides’ company having crossed to the village of Laredo and 
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coitimitiecl soinci disturbances, the Mexican authorities, in use of the 
perfect right which they have, ordered his arrest, and, as he resisted 
said orders with his arms, he was killed. In consequence of this, Don 
Santos Benavides crossed with a force of 60 men, trampling on the civil 
and military authorities, and committing other outrages. Finally, to¬ 
day at 4 a. m., a force of those that are under your command crossed 
from that bank to this, and at the mouth of the river seized Colonel 
[E. J.] Davis, of the ITorthern States, and some other individuals. 

After the conferences that have taken place between the authorities 
of both sides, I cannot doubt that the commanders who have com¬ 
mitted such acts have done so without your orders; that, therefore, the 
acts of which they have become culpable, and which constitute one of 
the most serious crimes against international law, will meet with your 
censure, and that, justly provoked against these proceedings, you will 
order that those guilty of it be punished. 

Mexico is a neutral territory, in which foreigners enjoy equal guaran¬ 
tees, without reference to the pohtical parties they may belong to, and, 
so long as they do not violate the laws of the republic, they w'” 
equal protection, be they called Confederates or Federals. 
therefore, that you will immediately issue your orders to have 
Davis and the other individuals taken at the mouth of the river set at 
liberty, as likewise that the commanders who committed the said crime 
be punished. 

The nature of the events that have transpired obliges me to request 
that you will give me an answer at your earliest convenience, and that 
you accept the assurance of my consideration and esteem. 

Liberty and reform. 

ALBIKO LOPEZ. 

Matamoras, March 15,1863. 


uu enjoy 
I trust. 
Colonel 


Hdqrs. Western Sub-Military Dist. of Texas, 

Fort Brown, March 16,1863. 

His Excellency Albino Lopez, 

Governor of the State of Tamaulipas, Matamoras: 

Sir : I had the honor to receive at 7 o’clock last evening your com¬ 
munication of that date, and hasten to assure you of my great regret 
that the events of which you informed me should have occurred. The 
arrest of the person you call Maddock [Maddox] was when I was per¬ 
sonally present at the Boca del Eio, and under circumstances that I 
thought gave me the right to make the arrest. The boat was within a 
few feet of the left bank of the river, and within what I deemed to be 
the jurisdiction of Texas. 

I will, with the peimission of Tour Excellency, take a little more time 
to examine the question involved, and inform you of my determination. 
It is proper, liowever, to state that the person arrested claims to be a 
citizen ot the Confederate States, and has a passport from those authori¬ 
ties, and I am at a loss to see in what way he claims any other i)rotectiou. 

The conduct of Ca])t. Santos Benavides at l^nevo Laredo will be 
olMcially inquired into so soon as I receive his report. Tour note con¬ 
veyed to me the only information I have on that subject. As to the un¬ 
fortunate occurrence at the Boca del Rio yesterday, I have the honor 
to assure Your Excellency that neither as commanding general nor as an 
individual did I know anything about the aftair until after it occurred; 
that I disavow the act as a military movement by the soldiers of the 
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Confederate States, and tender to you, as the representative of the au¬ 
thorities of Mexico, my regret at its occurrence and my disavowal of all 
intent on the part of the authority that I represent to offer an indignity 
to the Mexican Government, and I also assure Your Excellency that 1 
will use every means in my power to punish the offenders. 

The occurrence may be considered the legitimate result of the scan¬ 
dalous conduct of the consul of the United States in openly enlisting 
soldiers for the military service of that Government in the streets of 
Matamoras, in defiance and contempt of the neutrality of Mexico. It 
was a collision that might have been expected to occur at any moment, 
where only a narrow river divided two bodies of men, both essentially 
military in their organization, and embittered by the sanguinary nature 
of the struggle between their nationalities, as I had the honor to warn 
Tour Excellency in a personal interview as most likely to ensue, yet so 
determined was I that no conflict should arise, that upon the appear¬ 
ance of the Federal transport off the mouth of the river, and the conse¬ 
quent necessity on my part to strengthen the picket at that place, I 
went there in person, in hopes that the obnoxious party would embark 
for their destination, and that thus all danger of a collision would be 
avoided. The weather, unfortunately, prevented this consummation, and 
my public duties called me to Point Isabel, where I was at the time of the 
occurrence. It is due to myself to state that, although the conduct of 
the soldiers of the United States on the Mexican side of the river was 
calculated to incense and enrage my troops, all sorts of insulting mes¬ 
sages and epithets being sent across the river, yet my orders were most 
positive to prevent all illegal crossing, and my troops were urged to 
bear with calmness, for the honor of their country, all these outrages. 

I have ordered a military commission at once to examine all the facts 
connected with this affair, and to endeavor to ascertain who were con¬ 
cerned in it, for up to this time I have failed to obtain any official knowl¬ 
edge on these points. 

The action being without orders, theparticipants, for their own safety, 
seek all possible concealment, and only by a military investigation can 
the truth be elicited. The prisoners spoken of by you are not in my 
possession, but are evidently concealed by those who captured them. 
Proper steps are being taken to ascertain where they are, and when 
that shall be ascertained. Your Excellency will be informed of my de¬ 
termination. 

1 have deemed it proper to make this hurried statement, without wait¬ 
ing for the official facts, in deference to Your Excellency's urgent request 
for a speedy answer, and that no time might be lost in tendering my 
official disavowal of the proceeding. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army. 


Militabt Oomkandanoy oe the State of Tamatjlipas, 

Wae Depahtment. 

SiE: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi¬ 
cation of the 16th instant. It gives me pleasure to hear of your dis¬ 
approval of the recent indignity offered to the Mexican Republic, and 
to know that you have taken the necessary steps to investigate the 
truth regarding the persons implicated in the transgression. In this 
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investigation 1 offer you some information which may be of use, and 
yon can rely on its correctness, as it was given to me by persons who 
were present, and, being anxious to have the facts discovered, I com¬ 
municate it to you. 

At 4 o’clock in the morning of the 15th instant, a force of more than 
100 men crossed over to the Mexican side, at the mouth of the Eio 
Grande, and siUTOunded the custom-house. They were under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Chilton, who was accompanied by Dr. McKnight and 
Captain Brewin. They asked several persons for Colonel Davis, and 
not getting a satisfactory answer, they went into the office, where the 
latter was found and arrested. 

After this they divided their forces into small parties, seeking the 
arrest of the refugees who were there, and, having succeeded in captur¬ 
ing several of them, at 6 o’clock in the morning Colonel Chilton with¬ 
drew his forces to the Texas side of the river. 

I have no doubt that these items will be of service to you in proceed¬ 
ing with the investigation of the events and discovery of the guilty 
persons. I am also satisfied that you will order ^he delivery of Colonel 
Davis and the others, as soon as they come into your possession, to the 
Mexican authorities. 

The occurrences at Laredo deserve particular attention, because the 
repetition of such acts will, I am sorry to say, in spite of your efforts 
and those of the Mexican authorities, produce direful results, whose 
consequences could not be calculated, but might be easily avoided as 
yet. You are aware that a sudden gust of passion does not stop to 
consider consequences, and that attacks like those made by Santos 
Benavides will produce bitter feelings; the slightest motive may render 
fruitless all efforts of the chief authorities to settle the existing differ¬ 
ences. The good faith which you have shown to me by your acts, and 
the reciproci^ manifested by me, will be useless if your subordinates 
do not act with more prudence, or if mine do not obey my orders. 

Before closing this communication, it is my duty, for the honor of the 
Mexican authorities, to deny that they tolerate the acts to which you 
allude in the conduct of the United States consul. 

At the private conference which I have had with you, and in my pre¬ 
vious correspondence with the military authorities of Fort Brown, I 
have always expressed my firm determination to cause the neutrality 
of the Mexican territory to be respected, and to check all hostile pro¬ 
ceedings against Texas from persons residing in Tamaulipas. I have 
equally answered the reclamations made against the United States consul 
residing in Matamoras. My conduct must be incontrovertible, in order 
to avoid inconsistency in my measures, and to be able to sustain them 
by well-founded reasons. 

I can now only repeat what I had the honor to state to you previously, 
that the want of correct information and contradictory reports prevent 
me from forming a settled opinion. 

What appears to you indisputable is not clear to me, and what the 
authorities of Texas conceive to be an imposition on the part of the 
Korth is represented by others as the protection which a consul extends 
to his fellow-citizens, and the fulfillment of his duty in facilitating their 
passage to their country. , 

This variety of opinions, mutually contradicted and sustained, but 
without being*^ founded on clear proofs and evidences, excuses me from 
deciding difficulties which originated by reason of the presence of the 
consul of the United States in this city; but I assure you that, comply- 
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ing with tlic orders I have received from the Supreme Government of 
the Eepublic, I will continue to regulate my policy according to the 
principle of strict neutrality. 

Accept the assurances of my regard and consideration. 

Liberty and reform. 

ALBIITO LOPEZ. 

Matamoeas, March 17,1868. 


Headquartbes Western Sxjb-Disteiot of Texas, 

Fort Brown^ March 18,1863. 

His Excellency Albino Lopez, 

Governor of the State of Tamaulipas: 

Sir : Referring to my letter of the 16th instant, I have the honor to 
inform you that three men, purporting to be persons abducted from the 
right bank of the river on Sunday last, were delivered to the main 
guard at Fort Brown by parties to me as yet unknown. Their release 
and return to the right bank of the river was immediately ordered. 

Having discovered last evening that E. J. Davis was secreted at a 
distance of 9 leagues from this place, I immediately dispatched a force 
for him, and have caused him also to be sent to the right bank of the 
river. The persons are thus returned to the territory of Mexico, at the 
request of Your Excellency, to whom it gives me pleasure to show this 
mark of personal regard. Were I to consider the many instances in 
which the dignity of my country has been outraged, and the lives and 
property of my fellow-citizens sacrificed, by persons operating under 
the advice and control of this same E. J. Davis, while harbored on the 
neutral soil of Mexico, I might perhaps be justly led to a different de¬ 
termination. 

Trusting that the affair, otherwise so much to be regretted, may serve 
to warn the residents of both sides of the river against the repetition 
of acts or language tending to cause such unhappy occurrences, I have 
the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army, 


Military Department op the State op Tamaulipas. 
Brig. Geij. H. P. Bee, 

Commanding Western Sub-District of Texas, Fort Brown: 

I have had the honor of receiving your communication of this date, 
informing me that, in consequence of your investigations, Colonel Davis 
has been found, and that you returned him, with three otlier individuals 
of those apprehended at the mouth of the river. I have the pleasun^ 
to say to you, in answer, that the said persons have arrived in this city. 
I have been informed that Captain Montgomery, who is one of those 
apprehended, is still alive, although it was rumored tliat ho was killed 
after his apprehension. According to the statements which circulated 
at that tinie, he was hung, while passing the rancho San Martin; but 
later advices infoim me that it was not so, because he passed by places 
which are two or more leagues above said rancho. It is to be supposed 
that he likewise has been secreted, and that if you use your power and 
influence he can be found. I will also be obliged to you it* you will 
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issue your orders for the return of the arms that were taken from those 
who were apprehended. 

The last part of the communication which I have the honor of answer¬ 
ing contains an opinion on the subject of which I have already given 
you my views. Without a doubt it is the duty of the Mexican authorities 
not to allow acts which violate the neutrs^ty of Mexico, and, taking 
that view, will not tolerate the proceedings of which Colonel Davis is 
accused. They act accordingly, and are using every means in their power 
to ferret out the reality 5 but the culpability that may be attached to 
him cannot be* redressed in Texas unless the Confederate authorities 
possess themselves of him by some means consistent with international 
law. Your clear judgment will show you that these considerations are 
the results of your loyal proceedings. 

Please accept the assurances of my esteem and consideration. 

Liberty and reform. 

ALBINO LOPEZ. 

Matamoras, March 18^ 1863. 


Headquarters Western Sub-Distriot of Texas, 

Fort Brown^ March 19,1863. 

Governor Lopez: 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have received information 
that Jos 6 Dias and Zapata arrived at the Boca del Eio, on board of the 
United States steamer Honduras, with a considerable number of arms 
destined for the use of the Zapata outlaws, they having been sent to 
New Orleans for that purpose; that the stormy weather prevented the 
landing of the arms; but as the same vessel is expected to return very 
soon, I hasten to give you this information, that you may be pleased to 
take such measures as may seem to you proper to prevent the violation 
of the neutrality of Mexico. 

I am informed that Dias returned on board of the vessel to New 
Orleans, but I am positive that Zapata is now at the Boca del Eio. They 
were both in the late organization of Zapata. 

With great respect, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-Oeneraly Provisional Army. 


Military Oommandanoy of the State of Tamaulipas, 

War Department. 

General: As soon as I received your favor of the 19th instant, I 
dispatched the necessary orders for the detention of the arms should 
they be unloaded, and I can assure you that under no consideration 
shall they be used for the purpose they appear to be intended for. 

After my communication to you, in answer to j ours of the 10th instant, 
1 have dispatched orders for the arrest of Zapata. To-day they were 
repeated. I am, however, informed that he is not at the mouth of the 
river, but should he be there or return to that place, he will be arrested 
and tried according to law. 

Accept the assurances of my regard. 

Liberty and reform. 

ALBINO LOPEZ. 

Matamoras, March 20, 1863. 
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Heaj)qtjae,te®s Westebk Sub-Distbiot of Texas, 

Fort Brown^ March 22,1863. 

His Excellency Albino Lopez, 

Governor of the State of Tamaulijpas: 

SiB: In further reply to your communication of the 20th instant, I 
see, with regret, that you anticipate great evils for the frontier from the 
present indications of feeling on this (the Confederate) side of the Eio 
Grande, and.allude, first, to the capture of the schooner 0. 0. Pinckney, 
and, secondly, to the threats made by my troops at the mouth of the 
river to again invade the soil of Mexico. 

I trust that Tour Excellency will agree with me in considering the 
capture of the vessel above named as simply a legal question to be 
decided by the proper tribunals, and divest it of any intention on the 
part of military authorities to violate the neutrality of Mexico. You 
will bear in mind that the proofs are clear that by no act of the authori¬ 
ties or those under them was the vessel seized, and that they had no 
connection with it until the vessel stranded on our shore. She was 
t&ken possession of by persons claiming to belong to the United States— 
amongst them a paroled prisoner captured by me when the vessel called 
the Young Harry was wrecked a short time since on this shore—and 
over whom I had no control. The facts can only be properly investi¬ 
gated before the courts, and I shall hold myself ready to carry out its 
decree, whatever it may be. 

In order to avoid a repetition of the threats which you inform me 
have been made by my soldiers to cross into Mexico, and which, if true, 
were mere ebullitions of individual feeling, caused by insults and epithets 
thrown across to them from the refugees on the Mexican side, I have 
ordered the troops now at the mouth of the river to be withdrawn (ex¬ 
cepting a picket of observation), and thus I remove the danger of un¬ 
authorized collisions, by placing my men beyond the reach of insult and 
menace. These troops will not be again placed at the mouth of the river 
until the approach of the enemies of my country may render it necessary. 

I have thus given Your Excellency every evidence in my power of my 
determination to use my whole authority to carry out my desire to main¬ 
tain peaceful relations with your Government. 

There exists no insubordination amongst my officers or soldiers, for 
the events of the 15th instant were caused by a mistaken view of the 
rights of belligerents to invade a neutral territory to attack the ene¬ 
mies who were sheltered there. The act was not intended to molest or 
offend the Mexican authorities, and its consequences would have been 
confined to those deserving it if the Mexican authorities would have 
permitted it; and while I do not mention this as evidencing my approval 
of their conduct, I do so as assuring you that the intention and desire 
was as I have expressed. The officers engaged in the transaction are 
being held to a strict accountability. I regret very much to have to 
inform Your Excellency that I have reason to suppose that my prompt 
disavowal of the acts of the 15th instant, and the proof of my sincerity, 
as evidenced by the return of E. J. Davis, have not been duly appre¬ 
ciated by the authorities of Tamaulipas. 

When Mexican citizens, under the flag of the United States, crossed 
the Eio Grande, attacked a train of Government wagons traveling on 
the highway, murdered the teamsters and plundered the train, there 
was wafted to the ears of Tour Excellency in Matamoras no sounds of 
music and shouts of death to the Mexicans from an infuriated popu¬ 
lace in the streets of Brownsville, no evidences of their outraged and 
bitter feehngs were allowed expression, but the soldiers, as well as the 
people, calmly awaited the result of the application to the authorities 
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for explanation; and upon a frank and fall disavowal of the act as 
authorized or countenanced by them being received, the foil allowance 
was made for the unsettled condition of affairs on the line, and an act 
fraught with danger to the peace of both frontiers was settled on the 
terms proposed by the Mexican authorities. Yet when a violation of 
Mexican soil-takes place, with the especial difference that it was not 
aimed at the Government or people of Mexico, and although the act 
was promptly disavowed, I am pained to know that the most violent 
ebullitions of feeling against my country were shown by the people of 
Matamoras, and bands of music paraded the streets, with shouts of 
menace and insult to me and my troops, and as I heard them myself, 
although sitting at my quarters in Brownsville, I have a right to think 
and announce to Your Excellency that it is Mexico which shows a hos¬ 
tile attitude to my country, and that on her will rest the responsibility 
of breaking the peaceable relations which I do so much to foster. Con¬ 
scious that I have done my whole duty both to Mexico and my Govern¬ 
ment, I dismiss the subject, with the renewed assurance of my most dis¬ 
tinguished respect and esteem. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army, 


Headquarters Western Sxjb-Distbiot of Texas, 

- Port Brawny March 22,1863. 

His Excellency Adbino Lopez, 

Governor of the State of Tamaulipas: 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the citizen Maddox, taken 
from on board a small boat in the waters of the Rio Grande, by my 
permission, has been examined, and it being ascertained that he is, and 
claims to be, a citizen of the Confederate States, he has been set at lib¬ 
erty to go where he pleases. The treaty of Guadalupe de Hidalgo pre¬ 
scribes that the center of the channel of the Rio Grande is the bound¬ 
ary of Mexico, and I claim for the Confederate States full jurisdiction 
on this side of that center of the channel, and that right is not intended 
to be waived by the release of the said Maddox. 

It gives me great satisfaction to inclose to you a copy of the offi¬ 
cial report* made to me by Capt. Santos Benavides of the occurrences 
at Kuevo Laredo, which I hope will relieve the mind of Your Excellency 
as to any indignity having been intended or offered to the Mepcan au¬ 
thorities. From my long acquaintance with Captain Benavides, and 
high appreciation of him as a man of prudence and discretion, I am 
satisfied that the authorities on both sides of the line may equally con¬ 
fide in him as not likely to do any act to compromise the relations which 


should exist. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

H. P. BEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Provisional Army* 
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Banks, Nathaniel P.—Continued. 

Correspondence with. 

Huggins, C. 200,614,633 

Irwin, Richard B.653 

Lincoln, Abraham. 1096 

Palmer, James S. 316 

Pemberton, John C. 732,740 

Porter, David D.312 

Quartermaster-Generars Office, U. S. A. 688,691,718,1098 

Robinson, Harai. 652,1103 

Shepley, George F. 1097 

Sherman, T. W.193,196,615,663,672,692,696,699,702,703,715 

Smith, Elisha B.709 

Stancel, Jesse. 647 

Storrs, Sam. John . 665 

Suboureau, Mr. 1101 

War Department, U. S. 612,629,642,657,669,676 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 326,327,626,636,637,655,681,727 

Instructions to. Communications from Army Headquarters. 590 

Mentioned. 198,207, 

226,231, 247, 248, 262, 269, 270, 280,301,302,308,318,327,330,331,333, 
341,342, 347, 350, 361, 372, 378, 387,465,494,590,614,627,643,645,646, 
657,679, 693, 707-709,711,712,719, 886, 895, 899, 902, 904,923,943,956, 
958, 981, 1036,1041-1043,1045, 1046, 1050, 1056, 1059, 1062, 1079, 1084 
Orders, Special, aeries 1862: No. 29, 609. 

Orders in cases of 

Abandoned and captured property. 643 

Churches. 624 

Collection of debts. 1099 

Confiscation Act.*. 611 

Corps and Headquarters flags. 678 

New Orleans City Railroad checks. 625 

Oaths of allegiance. 699 

Provisions for the poor and destitute. 643,1111 

Public property, etc. 623 

Registered enemies. 710 

Scandalous publications, etc. 615 

Sequestered Property.’. 643 

Slaves. 678 

Trade and Intercourse. 630,643,690,1115 

JJ. S. Treasury Notes. 690 

rroclamatious of. 

Gulf Depart incut. To the people aud troops of the. 624 

Louisiaua. To the people of. 619 

Proposition li) plautcis. 616 

Reports of. 

Atcliafalaya River aud Bayou riaqueiumc, La. Operations on. Feb¬ 
ruary 12-28, I860 . 240,242,243 

Galveston, Tex. Recapture of, by Confederates, Jan. 1, l&Go. 199,200 

Port Hudson, La. Operations against aud about, March 7-27, 1863. 251,257 

Teclie, B.iyou, La. Engagement on, January 14, IS63. 233 

West Louisiana. Campaign in, April 9-May 14, 1^503. 294, 

•296,298,305, 306, 309, 311,313, 314, 316, 318 

Stair. AnnoaiicomoDts of.. 611,1109 
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Page. 

Bankston, W. W. Mentioned.-.. 122 

Baratana (291), U. S. S. 

Attack on, April 7,1863. Report of Gadi Herren. 291 

(See also Sherman to Irwin, p. 699.) 

Mentioned.245,281,291,679,680,699,700 

Bard, Samuel. Mentioned. 82,805 

Bargie, L. A. Mentioned. 230 

Barlow, T. C. Mentioned. 1069 

Barnard, J. G. 

Memorandums. 

Eort Jackson, La. 413 

Fort Saiut Philip, La. 415 

Mentioned. 413 

Barnes, James. Mentioned. 713 

Barnes, J. T. M. Mentioned. 82,107,390 

Barnett, Captain. Mentioned. 936 

Barnett, T. R. Mentioned. 944 

Barney, Joseph N. Mentioned. 950,959,1030,1035,1053,1054 

Barnwell, William W., jr. Mentioned. 113 

Barrels Landing, La. Expedition to, April 21, 1863. Report of Justus W. 

Blanchard. 338 

(See also report of Banka, p. 299.) 

Barriere Brothers. Mentioned. 588 

Barrot, C. L. Mentioned. 1062 

Barrow, Alexander. Mentioned.. 106,107 

Barry, John. Mentioned. 236 

Bairry, Robert L. Mentioned. 1068 

Bsirstow, J. L. Mentioned. 236 

Bartlett, B. W. Mentioned. 498 

Bartlett, G. W. Mentioned.:. 70 

Bartlett, William F. Mentioned. 712 

Bartley, Johnson & Co. Mentioned. 541 

Barton, John T. Mentioned. 403 

Barrett, Richard. Mentioned. ll>7,234,230,362 

Bassett, Mr. Mentioned. 753 

Bassett, Chauncey J. Mentioned. 68 

Bates, Joseph. Mentioned. M9, H 3 H, H 54 

Bates, Moses. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler . 553 

Mentioned. 5.53 

Bates, Samuel. Mentioned. 157 

Bath, City of, Steamer. Mentioned. 008 

Baton Rouge, La. 

- Augur, Christopher C., assigned to command at. 1104 

Burning of State House at, December 28,1862. 

Board of officers 

Appointed to examine into cause of. 630 

Proceedings and report of. 030 

Statement of Mr. Charrotte. 632 

Defenses of. Cominuuications from 

Butler, Benjamin F. 544 

Woitze], Godfrey. rj 4 (j 


(See also Bullcr to Stanton, p. 518 ) 
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Baton Rouge, La.—Continued, 

Engagement at, August 5,1862. 

Casualties. Returns of 

Confederate troops. 

Union troops. 

Communications from 

Army Headquarters.1.. 

Breckinridge, Jolm C. 

Butler, Benjamin F.. 

Cahill, Thbmas W. 

Davis, Jefferson.. 

Dudley, N. A.M.... 

Holbrook, W. C.. 

Phelps, J. W.. 

Vermont, Governor of. 

(See also Butler to Stanton, p. 559.) 

Congratulatory orders. Benjamin F. Butler. 

Court of Inquiry. 

Ordered to investigate conduct of 7th N. H. Vols. 

Proceedings, findings, etc.. 

Reports of 

Allen, H. W. 

Bean, Sidney A .. 

Bowman, J. H. 

Breaux, Gustavus A.. 

Breckinridge, John C. 

Buckner, John A. 

Butler, Benjamin F. 

Bynum, Thomas. 

Cahill, Thomas W. 

Carruth, William W. 

Clarke, Charles E. 

Cofer, M. H.’• 

Crossland, Edward. 

Dudley, N. A. M. 

Edwards, Jeptha.... 

Fitz Gibbous, Richard. 

Fullam, Volney S. 

Goodwin, Edward. 

Grimsley, James. 

Hunter, S. E. 

Manning, Charles H .. 

Millett, John H. 

Nickerson, Frank S. 

Robertson, J. W. 

Rugglcs, Daniel.-. 

Semmes, O. J. 

Shields, .. 

Smith, T. B.. 

Snodgrass, John.. 

Topp, II. .. 

Trull, Geoige G. 

Weitzol, Godfrey. 

Whittemore, Horace O... 


... 82,93 
51 

47 

55 

.. 40,48 
55,61,62 
14 
47 

46 

47 

47 

... 41,42 

48 

... 48-50 

... 100 

75 

97 

. 101,103 

76 

83 
39 

... 105 

... 54,55 
64 
67 

98 

99 

58 

84 

71 
69 
96 

72 

... 102 
63 
86 
69 

.... 93,95 
90 

.... 107 

.... 104 

59 

. -. - 85 

88 

02 

.... 51,53 
66 
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Baton Rouge, La.—Continued. 

Engagement at, August 5,1862. 

Reports of 

Wickliffe, J. C... 87 

(See also reports of Van Dorn, pp. 14, ld-18.) 

Evacuation of, and skirmish at, August 20-21, 1862. 

Communications from 

Butler, Benjamin F. 552,553 

Clark, B. W. 801 

Buggies, Daniel. 803 

(See also Butler 1o Halleck, p. 555; Butler to Stanton, p. 552.) 

Reports of 

Do Baun, J. 130 

DeRussy, J. A. 130 

Ruggles, Daniel. 129 

Expedition from, June 7-9, 1862. 

Communications from Benjamin F. Butler. . 24 

Report of N. A. M. Dudley. 19 

Operations about, July 27-August 6,1862. 

Communications from 

Breckinridge, John C. 790,795,1124 

Butler, Benjamin F. 34,543 

Davis, Jefferson. 794 

Ruggles, Daniel. 790 

War Department, C. S. 794 

Wingfield, J. H. 792 

Reports of 

Van Dorn, Earl. 14,15 

Williams, Thomas, May 26-Augu8t 2. 33,34 

(See also 

Aug. T), 1862. Baton Rouge, La. Engagement at. 

6 , 1862. Arkansas, €. S. S. Destruction of.) 

Projected movement against. Communications from 

Ruggles, Daniel. 775-777 

Van Dorn, Earl. 775,776 

(See also Butler to Stanton, p. 518.) 

Reconnaissances from. 

May 12,1863. Communications from N. A. M. Dudley. 728 

May 13, 1863. Report of N. A.-M. Dudley. 409 

Reoccupation of, by Union forces, December 17, 1862. 

Communications from 

Banks, N. P. G09 

Beall, W. N. R. 901 

(See also Banks to Halleck, p. 613.) 

Report of Cuvier Grover. 191 

Skirmish at, August 20, 1862. (See Baton Rouge, La. Evacuation of, and 
skirmish at, August 20-21^ 1862.) 

Battle, Noble & Co. Mentioned. 541 

Bauch, H. (For coiTespondcnce, etc., see Biegel Settlement, Tex., Citizens of.) 

Bauer, Frederick. Mentioufd. 540 

Baugh, William. Mentioned. 7 ^ 5,75 

Bay lies, W. H. Mentioned. 775 

Baylor, John R. 

Assignments to command. 358 
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Baylor, JohnR. -Continued. 

Mentioned ... 218,597,599-GOl, 606,683,851,856-859,894-896,902,918,940-942,955 
(^For correspondence, etc.,'see Arizona^ Gov&rmr of,) 

Bayou City, C. S. S. Mentioned. 212,215-217,829-831,908,974 

Bayou Sara, La. Aliairs at 

Auj^ust 10, 1862. Report of Oliarles N. Rowley. 129 


August 23, 1862. Report of H. 0. Whiteman. 


Baxter, Judge. Mentioned. 823 

Beag;not, D. J. Mentioned. 540 

Beall, Lloyd J. Mentioned. 501 

Beall, William N. R. 

Assignments to command. 758,768,840 

Correspondence with 

Gardner, Franklin. 275 

Pemberton, John C. 839,841,842,859,886,901,913,1081 

Buggies, Daniel. 802.807,839 

War Department, C.S. 841 

Mentioned. 141,188,274,276,758,768, 

803, 804, 840, 844, 845, 859,873,934,965,971,1000,1032,1037,1061,1071 

Beals, Jennie, Ship. Mentioned.1. 673 

Bean, Sidney A. 

Mentioned. 56,136,299,332,339,342,713 

Reports of 

Baton Rouge, La. Engagement at, August 5, 1862.. 75 

Boyce’s Bridge, Cotile Bayou, La. Expedition to, May 14,1863 . 346 

Plaiiuemine Bayou, La. Expedition to, April 22-23, 1863 . 344,345 

Beard, H. H. Mentioned. 963 

Beard, J. H. Mentioned. 962 

Beaumont, Tex. Destruction of railroad depot near, October 2, 1862, Re¬ 
port of A. W. Spaight. 146 

Beaumont, T. W. Mentioned.-. 1033 

Beauregard, Fort, La. Attack on, May 10, 1863 . 4 

Beauregard, G. T. 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A. 6,734,810 

Daiilgreu, C. G.-. 736,744 

Forney, John H. 783 

Gotheil, Ed. 799 

Harris, D. B. 812 

Huger, John M. 792,793 

Lovell, Mansfield. 735,741,746,752 

Kugglcs, Daniel. 742 

Soiild, Pierre. 734 

Mentioned. 6,449,461,467,552,555,734,739,746,749,752,756,764,765,774,1071 

Beckett, Thomas. Mentioned. 356,357 

Beckwith, Edward G. 

Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks. 697 

Mentioned. 611,644 

Bedford, D. M. Mentioned. 962 

Bee, Steamer. Mentioned. 679,1102 

Bee, The. Order of Butler suppressing. 421 

Bee, Hamilton P. 

Assignments to command. 879 

Correspondence with 

Benavides, Santos. ^940 
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Bee, Hamilton P.—Continued. 

Correspondence with 

Blueher, Felix A. 828 

Bucliel, A. 923 

Debray, X. B. 878 

Hubert, Paul 0. 829 

Holmes, Theopbilus H. 881 

Magruder, John B. 922,933, 

950, 964, 965, 973, 979, 991, 1004, 1006,1012,1013,1016,1024,1056,1077 

Tamaulipas, Governor of. 966, 

975,992,994,996,998,1006, 1007, 1025,1044, 1051, 1127-1130, 1132-1135 

Mentioned.815,851,858,879,883,900,909,912,931-933,946,949,950, 

960,961,986,988,997,998, 1001, 1004, 1005, 1018, 1030, 1031, 1034, 1078 
Report of bombardment of Lavaca, Tex., October 31-November 1, 1862... 181 

Behan, T. W. Mentioned. 82 

Belgium Consul, New Orleans, La. (For correspondence, etc., see Joseph 
Deynoodt.) 

Belknap, S. E. Mentioned.*... 541 

Bell, C. S. S. Mentioned.. 238,974 

Bell, A. J. Correspondence ^vdth J. P. Flewellen. 887,925 

Bell, Charles J. Mentioned. 1032,1061 

Bell, H. H. 

Correspondence with 

Dobray, X. B. 222,223 

Magruder, John B. 221,222,224 

Mentioned. 210,220,225-227,957 

Proclamation declaiing Galveston and the coast of Texas under blockade. 659 

Bell, J. X Mentioned. 405 

Bell, Joseph M. Mentioned. 552,553,593,644 

Bell & Bouligny. Mentioned .. 542 

Bellam, Philip. Mentioned. 105 

Belleville, Steamer. Mentioned. 1102 

Belle Wood, Ship. Montione'd. 673 

Bellino, John. Mentioned. 184 

Bellocq, Noblom Sc Co. Mentioned. 541 

Belton, J. F. Mentioned. 1009 

(For correspondence as A. A. G., see K Kirly Smith.) 


Benachi, N. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 479 

Mentioned. 479 

Benavides, Refugio. Menticned. 221,851,966 

Benavides, Santos. 

Correspondence with Hamilton P. Bee. 1040 

Mentioned. 221,851,992,1044,1045,1052,1053,1129,1131,1135 

Benedict, Lew. 

Correspondence with Thomas W. Sherman. 193,196 

Mentioned. 008,634 

Benedict, M. D. Mentioned. 235 

Benew, A. Mentioned. 541 

Benjamin, J. P. Correspondence with 

Taylor, Richard. 188 

Wai' Department, C. S. is’5 

Mentioned. 869,981,1004 


(For correspondence, etc., see War Department, C, S.) 

Benjamin, Solomon. Mentioned. 502 
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Bennett, W. K. Mentioned. 944 

Bentley, D., C. S. S. Mentioned. 245 

Benton, U. S. S. Mentioned. 22,311 

Beraud, Desire. Mentioned. 398 

Berault, St. M. Mentioned. 796 

Bernard, M. Mentioned.•. 344 

Berry, Captain. Mentioned. 609 

Bertrand,-. Mentioned. 772,773 

Berwick, Oscar. Mentioned. 1090 

Berwick Bay, Steamer. Capture of, by tbe Queen of the West, Feb. 3, 1863. 3 

Berwick Bay, La. Naval operations on, November 1-6, 1862. 

Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. S. A. 185 

Benjamin, J.P. 185 

Butler, Benjamin F. 183 

Taylor, Richard... 188 

(See also Butler to Weit^el, p. 587.) 

Reports of 

Buchanan, Thomas McKean. 183 

Faries, T.A. 1087 

Fuller, E.W. 185 

Bethel Place, La. (See Bisland, Fo7% La.) 

Bibb, W. C. (For correspondence, see JVeto Orleans^ La. Adminieirators of 
Charity ffosjntal of.) 

Bickham, A. C. Mentioned. 104,790 

Bidder, S. S. Mentioned. 540 

Bickmore, Charles S. Mentioned. 45,70 

Biddle, James C. Mentioned. 83 

Biegel Settlement, Tex., Citizens of. Correspondence vrith W. G. Webb... 928 

Bill, A. J. Mentioned. 

Binford, J. R. Mentioned.-. 81,1033 

Bio Bio, Steamer. Mentioned. 110^^ 

Bird, Captain. Mentioned. 80 

Birge, Henry W. 

Montioned. 167,174,360,362,366,367,371-373, 378,381,385,444,634,714 

Report of engagement at Irish Bend, La., April 14,1863. 383 

Biscoe & Simms. Men r ioned.. 541 

Bisland, Fort, La. Engagement at, Ai)ril 12-13,1863. 

Casii.alties. Returns of. Union troops. 319 

Coininunicafioiis from Nathaniel P. Banks. 341 

(See also Banls to Farragut, p. 707.) 

Reports of 

Arnold, Richard. 

Baiubridgo, Edmund C. 328 

Bryan, Michael K. 355 

Carriith, William W. 322 

Diiryea, Richard C. 334,336 

Gooding, Oliver P. 346 

Haley, Eben D. 335 

Hopkins, W. S. B. 348 

Ingraham,Timothy .. 337 

Kimball, John . 353 

Mack, Albert G. 322 

Morton, John .. ^^5 
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Bisland, Fort, La. Engagement at, April 12--13, 1863—Continued. 

Eeports of 

Paine, Halbert E. 339 

Peck, Frank H. 328 

Eodman, William L. 350 

(See also West Louisiana. Camji)aignin,AjpHl Q-May 14,1863. Eeports of 

Banks, Kathaniel P. Monton, Alfred. Tajrlor, Richard. 

Emory, William H. Russell, E. H. Weitzel, Godfrey.) 

Paries, T. A. Smith, E. Kirby. 

Bisland, John R. Mentioned. 451,769 

Bissell, George P. Mentioned. 383,626,714 

Bittner, Mr. Mentioned. 117 

Bixbee, Stephen D. Mentioned. 329 

Black, Daniel Mentioned. 1123 

Blackman, A. Mentioned. 45,71 

Black Prince, Ship. Mentioned. 470 

Blackstone, Steamer. Mentioned. 609 

Blake, Asa S. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 514 

Mentioned. 514 

Blake, H. C. Mentioned. 647 

Blakeslee, Captain. Mentioned. 114 

Blanc, Jules L. Mentioned. 805 

Blanchard, Albert G. 

Assignments to command. 760,979 

Correspondence with 

McKoin,J. 953 

Pargoud,. J. F. 954 

Euggles, Daniel. 821 

Taylor, Eichard. 954 

War Department, C. S. 779,790 

Mentioned. 332,760,786,805,867,914,922,952,954,963,979,983,984 

Blanchard, Justus W. 

Mentioned. 256,299,353,386,713 

Eeport of expedition to Barre’s Landing,La., April 21,1863. 338 

Blanco, Ojo. Mentioned. 228 

Bland, Ben. Correspondence with 

Ma 2 ereau,A. 495 

Sould, Pierre. 496 

Bland, J. T. Mentioned. 189 

Blasco de Garay, H.C.M. S. Mentioned. 012 

Bledsoe, A. T. (For correspondence as Assistant Secretary, sec War Depart¬ 
ment, C. S.) 

Bledsoe, H. M. Mentioned. 1033 

Blockading Squadron, Officers of the. Correspondouce Avith Benjamin F. 

Butler. 5 H 4 

Blodget, George. Mentioned. 71 

Bloomer, Steamer. Capture of, December —, 1862. Eeport of Neal Dow. 629 

Bloomheld, Benjamin. 

Correspondence with Henry L. Webb. 942 

Mentioned. 21S, 881,069 

Blount, T. W. Mentioned. 82,101 

Blount, William. Mentioned. 54 

Blucher, Felix A. CoiTespondence with Hamilton P. Bee. ^^’28 

Blue Hammock, Stea 'ler. Mentioned. 343 ^ . 344 ^ (Wl 

Boardman, Frederic* A. Mentioned. 23,24,249 
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Boardman, Mary A., Steatner. Mentioned. 202,203,209 

Board of Officers. Burning of State House at Baton Rouge, La., Dec. 28,1862. 

Appointed to examine into cause of. 630 

Proceedings and report. 630 

Boeuf Bayou, La. 

Expedition to, April 29-30, 1863. (See Chiooiville md Bayau Boeuf, La,) 

Skirmish at, April 22, 1863. (See r^ort of William Dwight, jr,, p. 367.) 

Bogart, James H. 

Correspondence with Cuvier Grover. 197 

Mentioned. 196,198,199,256 

Reports of affairs at PJaquemine, La., December 31,1862-January 3,1863. 192,193 

Bogert, Edward S. Mentioned. 403 

Boggess, W. H. Mentioned. 82 

Boggs, W. R. Mentioned. 1009,1058 

(For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see E. KirT)y Smith,) 

Boissat, Armand. Mentioned. 757 

Bolivar Peninsula, Tez., embraced in District of Galveston. 820 

Bomegass,-. Mentioned. 549 

Bonaparte, Napoleon. Mentioned. 799 

Bond, Howard. Mentioned. 453,457 

Bond, John F. Mentioned. 114 

Bond, Nelson P. Mentioned. 354,357 

Bond, W. Mentioned. 453 

Bonford, P. E. Mentioned. 396 

Bonfouca, Bayou, La. Skirmish at, November 21,1862. Report of A. E. Witt. 188 
Bonito Rio, N. Mez. Skirmish on the, March 27, 1863. (See Indians in New 
Mexico. Ojperaiions against, January A-May 8, 1863.) 

Bonnet Carr6, La. Skirmish at, October 19, 1862. 2 

Boone, H. H. Mentioned. 398 

Booth, B. Mentioned. 540 

Borne, Paul. Mentioned. 37 

Bosworth, Mr. Mentioned. 541 

Bosworth, A. W. Mentioned. 389 

Bouligny, Mr. Mentioned. 471 

Boutte Station, La. Affair at, September 5, 1862. Reports of 

BuJlei, Denjamin F. 133 

Thonijis, Stcplifii. 134 

Boving^on. John A. Mentioned. 45,73 

Bowen, James. 

Coirespoinlence with 

Banks, Nnlbanitd P. 1107 

Cooli^y, James C. 1106 

MentioiK'd. 647 

Bowen, John S. 

Assignments to command. 801 

Mentioned . 80,769,800,801,803,1047,1070,1121 

Bowie, George M. Mentioned. 930 

Bowie, George W. 

Coin^spoiKleuce with James H. Carleton. 605 
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Christiaii Pass, Miss. (See Pass Chnsiiany Mm.) 

Chubb, Captain. Mentioned. 816,829 

Chust, A. Mentioned. 1033 

Cisco, John J. Mentioned. 514 

Citizens’ Bank. Order of Butler as to deposits in. 475 

City of Bath, Steamer. Mentioned. 608 

Clack, F. H. Mentioned. 395 

Clamann, George. Mentioned. 541 

Clanton, ^James H. 

Correspondence with War Department, C. S. 1069 

Mentioned.-... 939,940,947,948,1069 

Clark, Mr. ‘Mentioned. 962 


Clark, B. W. 

Correspondence with Daniel Enggles. 801 

Mentioned. 100,103 

Clark, Charles. Mentioned. 14 

39,40,54,55,76,78,80,81,83,84,87-89,91,92,94,97,99,546,790,792 

Clark, John. Mentioned. 426 

Clark, John S. (Captain.) Mentioned. 134 

Clark, John S. (Colpnel.) 

Appointed provost-marshal-general of the Department of the Gulf. 615 

JMeiitioned. ^4,611,615,1114 

Clark, M. R. Report of expedition to Ponohatoula, La., and skirmishes, March 

21-30,1863. 285 

Clark, Thomas S. 

Correspondence with H. H. Miller. 289 

Mentioned. 234,236,259,280,281,284,406,646,713 

Report of expedition to Ponchatoula, La., and skirmishes, March 21-30,1863. 282 

Clarke, Charles E. 

Mentioned.-......36,45,56,5b-60,2So,234 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 1862.-. 67 

Clai'ke, Frederick J, Mentioned. 61,68 

Clary, William M. Mentioned. 476-478 

Clawson, P. Mentioned. 

Clay, Cassius M. 

ANsigimiontb to command. 

Mentioned. 

Clay, H. L. (For correspondence as A. A. G., see Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
traVs Office, C. S. A.) 

Clay, T. J. Mentioned. 

Cleary, Nicholas. .. 1^'*’ 

Clemence, William H. Mentioned .— . 1103 

Clepper, L. G. Mentioned. 

Cleveland, H. B. Correspondouco with D. D. Shea. S47 

Clifford, George. .. 

Clifton, IF. S. S. Mentioned. 

203,209,211,213,326,358,363,364,371, 377, 379,428,537,720, S47 

Clinch, Henry A. Mentioned. 

Clogston, Luman. Mentioned. 

Closson, Henry W. ^ 

CoiTCspomleiioo with Lewis G. Arnold. 

Monlioncd.-.;. 361,362.305,571.650,714 

Report of Ctunpaigp in West Louisiana, April 9-May 14,1863- . odd 
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Clothing, Camp and Grarrison Equipage. Supplies of. (See Mmiitionis of 
War.) 

CoahuHa, Mex., Governor of. (See Nueoo Leon and Coaliuila, Max., Governor of,) 

Coan, Abbott. Mentioned. 140 

CoatazacoalcoS; Steamer. Mentioned. 563 

Cobb, Howell. Mentioned... 947,948 

Cobb, R. Mentioned. 84 

Cochran, Thomas M. Mentioned. 406,671 

Coehen, Henry. Correspondence with William H. Emory. 249 

Cofer, M. H. 

Mentioned.90.94 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5,1862. 98 

Cofifin, W. N. Mentioned. 1027 

Cohen, J. H. Mentioned. 540 

Colburn, Ledyard. Mentioned. 237 

Colby, BbeuT. Mentioned. 342,713 

Coleman, P. W. Mentioned.-. 1061 

CoUens, Paul W. Correspondence with Franklin Gardner. 1008 

Collin, John B. Mentioned. 128 

CoUins, J. H. Mentioned. 805 

CoUville, J. E. Mentioned .. 362 

Colorado, Governor of. Correspondence with James H. Carle ton. 666 

Colorado, Mangus. Mentioned. 228,670 

Colorado Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments: 1 st,.574; 2 d, 153-158,574. 

Colored Troops. 

Mentioned. (See Louisiana Troops.) 

Recruitment, organization, etc. Communications from 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 716 

Butler, Benjamin F. 162,164,534,536,542,556 

Louisiana, Governor of. 556,557 

Phelps, J. W. 534,535 

Weitzel, G. 171 

(See also Butler to Halleclc, p. 555; Butler to Stanton, p]). 548,5,50.) 

Columbia, Steamer. Mentioned. 1105 

Comings, B. N. Mentioned. 169 

Comite River, La. Skirmishes on the, March 9-10,1863. Rt^ports of 

Chickering, Thomas E. 263,264 

Magruder, J. M. 2 H() 

Comonfort, Ignacio. Mentioned. 882 

Conduct of the War. Communications from 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 710 

B 6 ll,H.H. 221,223 

Breckinridge, John C. 55,550 

Burrell, Isaac S. 226 

Butler, Benjamin F. 463,467-469,565,743 

Cahill, Thomas W. 55 

Dehray, X. B. 005 

Durant, Thomas J. /p ;7 

Farragut, D. G. 484 

Gardner, Franklin. 710 

Lee, S. Phillips. 13,14 

Louisiana, Governor of. 74 ;{ 

Jiovell^ Mansfield. 474 
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Page. 


Conduct of the War—Continued. Communications from 


Magruder, John B.222, 2*^7 

Nichols, Ed. T. 475 

Paine, Halbert E. 550,651 

Porter, W. D. 567 

Rozier, J. Ad. 467 

Ruggles, Daniel. 519 

Vicksburg, Miss., Mayor of. 13 

War Deimrtment, C.S. 750 

Will i ams, Thorn as. 474 


(See also Butler to Stanton^ pp.447,465.) 


Conestoga, U. S. S. Mentioned. 245,1104 

Confederate Currency. 

Circulation of, or trade in, forbidden. 426,437,438 

Ordered to be received.. 772,773,782 


(See also Proclamation of Governor of Louisiana^ pp. 504-510.) 


Confederate Troops. 

Casualties. Returns of. 

Baton Rouge, La. Engagement at, August 5,1862 . 82,93 

Port Hudson, La. Bombardment of, March 14, 1863 . 278 

Mentioned. 


Artillery, Light—^afrer/es; Semmes’, 60, 77-79, 82, 84, 90-93, 99, 100, 
102-105,107,108,169,176,245,346,389-392,395,680,804,1087. 

Cavalry—/?e^//we/ife; 1st (Co. A), 19. 

Engineers— Companies: Wintter’s, 11,18. 

Infantry— Battalions: 1 st (Fomey), 1033; 2 d (Malone), 18. Regiments: 

1st, 850,1069. 

(For Volunteers, see respective States.) 

Organization, strength, etc. 

Gulf, District of the*. 770,850,903,1001.1068,1069 


Louisiana, District of.820,888 

Mississippi and East Louisiana, Department of. (See FortBud<ion, La.) 

Mississippi, District of the. 792 

Port Hudson, La.841,965,1000,1032,1033,1059, L/61,1062 

Texas, District of. Col, jOO 

Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, District of. 883,884,946,1001,1034 

Western Louisiana, District of. (See Louisiana, District of.) 

Recruitineut, organization, etc. Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector Geneial’s Office, C. S. A. 791 

Alabama, Governor of . .. 939 

Arkansas, Governoi of.. 781 

Blanchard, Albert G . 954 

Breckinridge, Jo tin C. 1121 

Davis, Jefferson . 940 

Holmes, Theopbilus H.-. 832,833 

Louisiana, Governor of. 740,743,747,773,874 

Taylor, Richard. 872,874,954 

Vail Dorn, Earl. 7’68 

War Department, C.S . 1069 


(See also Lovell to Moore, p.739; Loxell to Beauregard, p. 741.) 


Confiscation Act. 

Eiiforceuioiit of, iu Louisiana. 543,571-573,575,576,581 

Suspension of, in Louisiana. 


Sometimes called Department. 
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fage. 


Congress, XT. S. Acts of 

March 13,1862. 0^22 

July 17,1862. 622 

Conklin, George E. Report of bombardment of Lavaca, Tex., October 31- 

November 1,1862. 182 

Connecticut, Steamer. Mentioned. 534 


Connecticut Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry—^e^//77e/7fe; 9th, 25-27,35,39,43,51,52,56-58,62, (>3,71,72,75,133, 
135-138,281-283,626, 628, 646, 713; 12th, 124, 168, 169, 172, 173, 234, 236, 
319,328,329,628,645,648,712; 13th, 139,167-169,172,173, 319,.366,383-385, 
627,634,714 ; 23d, 234,237,615,628,647,714 ; 24th, 361,382,383, (>20,627, 
714; 25th, 319,383-385,626,627,714; 26th, 628, 640,713; 28th, 628,699, 
714. 


Connelly, George, & Co. Mentioned. 542 

Connelly, G. P. Mentioned. 453 

Connelly, James W. Mentioned. 455,754 

Conner, Captain. Mentioned. 217 

Connor, Julius M. Mentioned. 930 

Conoley, John P. Mentioned. 1068 

Conrad, Charles M. Mentioned. 501 

Conrady, Howard C. Mentioned. ;M3 

Conscript Bureau, C. S. A. Correspondence with War Department, C. S... 984 

Conscription Act. Enforcement of, in 

Alabama. 030,940,947,948 

Arkansas. 780,781 

Louisiana.... 175,176,740,749,7()7,779,789,797,804,872,874,919 

Texas.'220,870,881,886,887,890,900,921,025-929,931,936,942,945, 

946,952,955,960,974,975,978,979,981,982,987,988,1018,1056,1057 

Constellation, Ship. Mentioned. 673 

Cook, Joseph J. 

Correspondence with 

Debray, X. B. 150,826 

Manly, John H. 837 

Mentioned. 148,214,217,223-226,826, H>9, 830, S32, 836,8:{9,869,931,935 

Report of caidure oi* Galveston,Tox.,by Union Octolxn- 5, 18()2. 151 

Cook, R. V. Mentioned. 403 

Cooke, A. P. 

Correspondence with Godfrey Woitzel. 245 

Mentioned. 184,235,299, IloH, 364,368, 707 

Cooke, Brastus. 

Coii(*spondcuco with Nathaniel P. Banks. 608 

Mentioned. 634 

Cooley, James C. 

Correspondence with James Bowen. 1106 

Mentioned. 332 

Coons, I. C. Mentioned. 186 

Cooper, B. Mentioned. 453,457 

Cooper, M. D. Mentioned. 542 

Cooper, Samuel. Mentioned. 6,833,840,843,922,947,969,980,984,1010,1077 

(For correspondence, etc., see Adjutant and iTispector GeneraVa OJJice, C. A.) 

Coopwood, Bethel. Mentioned. 978 

Copeland, William G. Mentioned. 930 

Copes 8c Phelps. Mentioned. 542 
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Page. 


Coppell, George. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 479,517 

Mentioned. 479 ,497,516,517. 

Cora, Steamer. Mentioned. 93 O 

Corcoran, Michael. 

Assignments to command. 645 

Mentioned. 645,886,903,923 

Corden, John. Mentioned.43,68 

Corkein, J. B. Mentioned. 81,103 

Corinth, Miss. Ee-enf orcements for. Communications from Mansfield Lovell. 735 

Corliss, Augustus W. Mentioned. 305,33.3,716 

Comie, Steamer. Mentioned. 299, 306,309,311,393,1093-1095 

Corpus Christi, Tex. Defenses of. Communications from 

Bee, Hamilton P. 829 

Blucher, Felix A. 628 

Corso,-. Mentioned. 772,77.^ 

Corwin, Thomas. Mentioned. 882,974,980,991,1004 

Corypheus, U. S. Schooner. Mentioned. 282, TOO 

Cosby, Charles *V. Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith. 1055,1056 

Cosby, G. B. Mentioned. 905 

Cotton. 

Burning of, by Confederates. (See Private Proiperty.) 

Trade in. (Sec Trade and Intet'coiiree.) 

Cotton, J. A., C. S. S. (See J. A, Cotton, O. S. S.) 


Courts-Martial. 

Grant, Alexander. Orders promulgating findings, etc., in case of. 1093 

Sibley, Henry H. Orders promulgating findings, etc., in case of. 1093 

Courts of Inquiry. Baton Eouge, La. Engagement at, August 5,1862. 

Ordered to investigate conduct of tbe Seventh New Hampshire Volunteers. 48 

Proceedings, findings, etc. 43-50 

Couturee, Amedee. Mentioned. 422,471 

Covas, Stamatz. Seizure of sugar of. 479,516 

Covington, La. Skirmish at, July 27,1862. (See Fontchartmin Lake, La. 0]}~ 
eraiious around, July 25-Augu8t 2, 1862.) 

Cowan. Jonathan E. Mentioned. 235 

Cowie, W. P. Meutioued. 362 

Cowles, David S. Mentioned. 646,713 

Cox, Clayton. Mentioned. 320 

Cox, W., & Co. Meutioued. 541 

Craig, George William. Mentioned.-. 478 

Craven, T. T. ^Meutioued. 23 

Creel, Reuben W. 

Coir(‘s])oiidcuce with James H. Carleton. 708 

Mentioned... 6S2,683,686,721 

Creole, SteauKU'. Mentioned. 112,461,526, 584 

Crescent, Steamer. Mentioned. 113,119,673,1102 

Crescent, The. Order of Butler, suppressing. 421 

Crcscwell, B. Mentioned. 040 

Creuzbaur, E. Mentioned. ^^01 

Crewell, D. W. Mentioned. 453,455,457 

Cricket [Crocket], Steamer. Mentioned. 344,081 

Crocker, Frederick. Mentioned. i^04 

Crockett, R. H. Mentioned. 034,1061 

Crofts, Captain. Mentioned. 
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Page. 

Cromwell, Steamer. Mentioned. 242 

Cromwell, J. & G. Mentioned. 542 

Cronin, James. Mentioned. :^37 

Crosby, J. P. Mentioned. 599 

Crosby, J. Schuyler. Mentioned. 126,127,314,316,321 

Cross, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 1064 

Cross, A. H. Mentioned.1. 19 

Crossland, Edward. 

Mentioned. 18,78,81,84,90,94,95,97,1033 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5,1862. 99 

Crowell, J. H. Mentioned.-. 70 

Cumming, A, Mentioned. 1069 

Cummings, A. B. Mentioned. 252,302 

C ummin gs, A. J. Mentioned. 207 

Cummings, James R. Mentioned. 329 

Cummings, R. C., &. Co. Mentioned. 541 

Cuney, R. H. Mentioned..*. 82 

Cunningham, E. Mentioned. 1009 

(For correspondence as Aide-de-Canip, see E. Kirhy Smith.) 

Cunningham, James. Mentioned. 1068 

Curlew, Steamer. Mentioned... 608 

Currie, Leonard D. H. 

Correspondence with William H. Emory. 250 

Mentioned. 250,332,339,342,634 

Curtis, John C. Mentioned. 72 

Curtis, Samuel R. Mentioned. 519,530,748 

Cushing, E. H. Correspondence with John B. Magruder. 897 

Cutler, Bonjamin C. (For correspondence as A. A. Q., see Jamca TI. Carleion.) 

Cutrer & Harrison. Mentioned. 542 

Dahlgren, C. G. 

Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard. 730,744 

Mentioned. 922 

‘Daigre, H. L. Mentioned. 103H, 1124 

Daily Advocate, The. Order of Butler, supprcbsiug. 595 

Daily, Brad. Mentioned. ()()5, OOO 

Dallas Station, La. Expedition to, Decombor 25-26, lbG 2 . (S<‘<‘ Millihcn'tt 
Bend, La. Expedition fi'ovi, Beceniber 25-26, 1862.) 

Dan, U. S. S. Mentioned. 1^0,835 

Dana, John W. 

Correspondence with Godfrey Weitzol. 320 

Mentioned. 173,174,237,326 

Dane, Henry C. Mentioned. 200,261 

Daniels, B.S. Mentioned. 81,103 

Daniels, Nathan W. Mentioned. 712,714 

Danube, C. S. Ship. Mentioned. 1011 

Dapremont, A. Mentioned. 81,104 

Darbro, Z. Mentioned. <JH 9 

Darby, Steamer. Mentioned. 343,344,681,1088 

Dashiell, J. Y. (For correspondouce as A. and I. G., see Texas, Governor of.) 

Davidson, Charles C. Mentioned. 464 

Davidson, P. G. Mentioned. 805 

Davidson, Henry. Mentioned. 63 

Davidson, J. & J. C. Mentioned.. 540 

Davidson, N. P. Mentioned. 291 

Davidson, Thomas G. Mentioned. 80 
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Page. 

Davis Brothers. Mentioned. 540 

Davis, Charles A. 

Mentioned. 210 

Report of recapture of Galveston, Tex., by Confederate forces, January 

1863. 206 

Davis, Charles H. 

Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S. 517 

Mentioned. 28,32,33,38,498,504,521,522,529 

Davis, Edmnnd J. Mentioned. 219,406, 

591, 592, 713, 1013, 1014, 1016,1017,1025,1030,1031,1079,1129,1131-1134 

Davis, Henry Winter. Mentioned. 502 

Davis, Jefferson. 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General's Ofiace, C. S. A. 953 

Alabama, Governor of. 847,939 

Arkansas, Governor of. 807 

Gray, P. W. 868 

Jackson, Claiborne F. 807 

Louisiana, Governor of. 740,747,753,767,784,786,807,892,893 

Mackey, T.J. 805 

Magruder, John B... 211 

Navy Department, C. S. 959 

Smith, M.L. 754,758 

Texas, Governor of. 807 

Van Dorn, Earl. 14,767,778,794 

War Department, C. S. 14,741,863,871,919,920,940,984 

Mentioned. 15,218,220,238,239,426,463,501,502,507,510,558,736,738,758, 

760,764,771,772, 805, 807, 810, 817, 841-843, 857, 874,890-894,898,901, 
905-908,910,915,918,932,933,936,946,947,954,962,963,1027,1034,1080 

Proclamations. 906 

Davis, Jenkins & Co. Mentioned. 541 

Davis, John. Mentioned. 596 

Davis, J. Lucius. Mentioned. 794 

Davis, L. H., Schooner. Mentioned. 283 

Davis, R. S. Mentioned. 653,654 

(For correspondence as A. A. G., see Benjamin F, Butler.) 

Davis, Samuel Boyer. (For corresi)Oiidence as A. A. G., see Paul 0. Sehert.) 

Davis, William F. Mentioned. 930 

Day, Nicholas W. 

Mentioned. 714 

Report of campaign in West Louisiana, March 26-April 20, 1863 . 380 

Dayton, William L. 

Correspondonco with State Department, U. S. 657 

Mentioned. 657 

D. Bentley, C. S. S. Mentioned. 245 

Dean, Chauncey C. Mentioned. 66,268,705 

De Baun, J. 

Correspondonco with Daniel Ruggles. 786, 788-790 

Mentioned. 55,80,1062 


Report of evacuation of Baton Rouge, La., and skirmish, Aug. 20-21,1862. 130 


Debray, X. B. 

Assignments to command 


979 


Correspondence with 
Bee, Hamilton P 


878 


74 R R—VOL XV 
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Page. 


Debray, X. B.—Continued. 

Correspondence with 

Bell, H. H. 222,223 

Brown, R. R. 846 

Bnchel, A. 912 

Cook, Joseph J. 150,826 

Porshey, C.G-. 908 

Hubert, Paul 0 . 813-815, 820,825,826,829,832,836,838,854-85C, 865,878 

Hobby, A. M. 910 

Kellersberg, J.*. 834,853 

Lubbock, H. S. 830,831 

Lubbock, W. M.'. 831 

Magruder, John B. 225,897,909 

Nichols, E.B. 957 

Shea, Daniel D. 909 

Wharton, E. C. 825 

Mentioned. 152,211,217,851,883,895,897,905,908,909,911,940,957,979 

Reports of 

Galveston, Tex. Capture of, by Union fleet, October 5,18G2. 148 

Matagorda, Tex. Afiair near, November 20,1862 . 188 

Sabine Pass, Tex. Engagement at, September 24-25,1862. 143 

Debts. Order of Banks, prohibiting colloction of.-. 1099 

De Ceimp, John. Mentioned. 21 

De Clouet, Alexander. Mentioned. 11,18 

Deerlng, Captain. Mentioned. 115 

De Gournay, P. F. Mentioned. 276,971,1033,1062 

De Kay, George. Mentioned. 24,33,510 

De Labarre, S. P. Mentioned. 427 

Delaney, Colonel. Mentioned. 979,982 

De Laporte,-. Mentioned. 455 

Delaspit, Mr. Mentioned. 455 

Delhi, La. Expedition to, December 25-26, 1862. (See Dcudj La. 

Expedition from, December 25-26,1H62.) 

Delisle,-. Mentioned. 154 

Delony, I. P. Mentioned. 96 

Del Rayo, Joaquin. Correspondence with Charles McCormick. 577 

Del Rio, Martinez. Mentioned. 685 

Delta, The. Order of Bntlor, seizing. 422 

Demerest, John M. Mentioned. 540 

Deming, Henry C. Mentioned. 48,50,471,504,602,645 

De Morse, Charles. Mentioned . 895,896 

Dempsey, H. M. Mentioned. 157 

Denegre, W. O. Mentioned. 541 

Denslow, William J. Mentioned. 109, lit), 126,358,371,373,630 

Department No. 1. (Confederate.) 

Limits defined. 746 

Merged into Western Department. 760 


Orders, General, series 1862: No. —, March 20,569; No. 17,459. 

Re-eniorcements for. Communications from Robert E. Lee. 756 

Department No. 2. (Confederate.) (See Westeim Deparimevt.) 

De Russy, J. A. 

Mentioned. 

Report of evacuation of Baton Rouge, La., anil skirmish, Aug. 20-31,1802. 100 

De Russy, L. G-. Mentioned. 87 (i^ B 77 
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Page, 

De Russy Port, La. Engagement at, May 4, 1863.1. 4 

Des Allemands Bayou, La. 

Affair at, September 4, 1862. Reports of 

Butler, Benjamin F. 133 

Thomas, Stephen. 134 

Skirmishes at, June 20,22. 1 

Desert Station, La. Skirmish at, December 10, 1862. 3 

Deslondes, A. Mentioned. 554, o55,566 

De Soto, Steamer. Mentioned. 1106 

Dewey, Daniel P. Mentioned. 019,385 

Dewey, George. Mentioned. 1115 

Deynoodt, Joseph. 

Correspondence with Bergamin F. Butler. 479 

Mentioned. 479 

Diana, U. S. S. 

Capture of, March 28, 1863. Reports of 

Taylor, Richard. 290 

"Weitzel, Godfrey. 290 


(See also Banks to JECalJeck, p. 696.) 

Destruction of, April —, 1863. (See report of Banks^ p. 297; Banks to Grant, 
p. 303; Farragut to Grant, p. 308; Banka to Farragut, pp. 704,707; 

Banks to Ealleck, p. 696.) 

Mentioned.-. 184,235,242-249,290,296,297,303, 

308, 320-324, 328-330, 332, 335, 339, 340, 360,365,385,389, 390,392,395, 
399, 443, 444, 587, 673, 694, 697, 704, 707, 728,730,1049,1050,1093,1094 


Dias, Jos^. Mentioned. 11^3 

Dick Pulton, Steamer. Mentioned. 498 

Dick Keys, Steamer. Mentioned. 113,115,119 

Dickey, William H. Mentioned. 281 

(For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Thomas S. CJa7'k.) 

Dickinson, A. G. Mentioned. ^17,881 

(For correspondence as A. A. G., see John B, Magruder.) 

Dies, Adolph. Mentioned. 121,122 

DifEendorfer, David R. Mentioned.-.—. 598,60 4 ,635, G82 

Dillingham, Charles. Mentioned. 135 

Dillon, Edward. Mentioned. ll‘-^l 

Dimon, C. A. R. Mentioned. 44,61 

Dinsmore, W. B. Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 514 

Dismukes, Paul T. Mentioned. l^j 

Dividends, etc. Orders of Butler in case of.-. 518, oSl 

Divine, Thomas J. Mentioned. 1^^13 


Dix, John A. 

‘‘American flag order.” (See Butler to Chase, p. 499.) 

Correspondence with Array Headquarters. 

Mentioned. 

Dixon, John S. Mentioned. 

Dobbins, Marcus D. Mentioned. 

Dodd, T. H. Mentioned. 


646 

499 

95 

()U5 

574 


Donaldsonville, La. 


Bombardment of, August 9,1862. 


Communications from 
Butler, Benjamin F .. 

Farragut, D. G.. 

Resolutions of citizens of. 


,563 

796 

795 
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Donaldsonville, La.—Coutinued. 

Capture of, October 25,1862. (See La Fourche District^ La, Oxmafiom in, 
October 2A-Noveniber 6,1802.) 

Expedition to, and skirmish, September 21-25,18(V2. Report of James W. 


McMillan. 141 

Donaldsonville, La., Citizens of. 

Correspondence with D. G. Farragiit. 796 

Resolutions of. Bombardment of, August 9,1862,—. 795 

Donelson, John. Mentioned— ..-... 683 

Don Juan, Vessel. Mentioned. 402 

Donoghue, John. Mentioned. 45,49,64 

Dorbiitz, F. W. Mentioned..-. 926 

Doming, Henry. Mentioned. 187 

Douglass, David. Mentioned.-.*. 686 

Dow, Neal. 

Assignments to command.-. 646 

Correspondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P. '628 

Butler, Benjamin F . 522,584 

Farragut, D.G. 629 

Hesseltine, Frank S. 523 

Mentioned. 523,027,628, G40,713 

Reports of 

Bloomer, Steamer. Capture of, December —, 1802 . 629 

Pass Christian, Miss. Exiiedition to, Juno 22,1802. 112 

Dowling, Richard W. Mentioned. 2,39 

Doyle, Daniel. Mentioned. 407,469 

Doyle, Patrick. Mentioned. 110 

Draper, Gilbert A. Mentioned. 319,385,030 

Dresher, V. Mentioned. 596 

Drexel, Guide. Mentioned. 344,1545 

Driscoll, John J. Mentioned. 1528 

Drouyn de Lhuys, Edouard. Mentioned. 057 

Dryer, B., & Co. Mentioned. 540 

Dublieux, Benjamin. Mentioned. 1105-1107 

Ducker, John. Mentioned. 902 

Dudley, N. A. M. 

Assignments to command. 045 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant-GencraPs Office, U. S. A. 47 

Augur, Christopher. 728 

Cahill, Thomas W. 01,62 


Mentioned. 27,43,44,50,61-63,06,07,254,257,258,269.1345,048,049,712 

Reports of 


Baton Rouge, La. 


Engagement at, August 5, 1862 


58 


Expedition from, June 7-9,1862 


19 


Reconnaissance from. May 13, 1803 . 409 

False River, La. Reconnaissance to mouth of, March 10, 1H63. 206 

Hermitage Landing, La. Expedition to, March 24, 1803. 207 

Duer, Edward A. Mentioned. 328,571 


Duff, James. Mentioned. 851,933,1077,1078,1080 

Duffee, John R. Mentioned. 45 C 4 

Duffel, A. Mentioned. 7 % 
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Page. 

Duggan,-. Mentioned. 93 O 

Du IVTonteil, P. Report of expedition to Ponchatoula, La., and Bkirmislies, 

March 21-30,1803. 285 

Duncan, George W. Mentioned. 651 

Duncan, Johnson K. Mentioned. 449 

Duncan, William. Mentioned. 120 121 

Dunham, Robert T. 

Mentioned.. 256,299,306,309.338,611 

Report of capture of steamer Ellen, April 22,1863 . 386 

Dunlop, Isaac L. Mentioned. 18,1033 

Dunn, Mr. Mentioned. Ig 3 

Dunn, Mrs. Mentioned. 183 

Dupeire, St. L. Mentioned. 19 

DuPont, Samuel P. Mentioned. 702,726 

Duran, Cesario. Mentioned. S30 

Durand, A. Mentioned. 472 ,473 

Durant, Thomas J. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 467,468 

Mentioned. 455 

Durell, B. H. Mentioned. 602 

Durrive, Ed., jr. Mentioned. 10,849 

Duryea, Richard C. 

Mentioned. 330,3.31,341,650,714 

Reports of engagement at Fort Bisland, La., April 12-13, 1863 . 334,336 

Dutrail, E. N. Mentioned.‘. 453,454,457 

Dutton, Henry P. Mentioned. 236 

Dwight, Charles. Mentioned. 373 

Dwight, Charles C. (Captain.) Mentioned. 110 

Dwight, Charles C. (Colonel.) Mentioned. 234,236,645 

Dwight, Howard. ' 

Apprehension of murderers of. Order of Banks. 1119 

Mentioned. 312 

Dwight, William, jr. 

Action of, in case of Henry Hamill, approved. 1119 

Assignments to command. 626 

Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks. 706 

Meiitioued. 241,258,298,299,305,307,312,313, 

333,334,358-362,378,379,384, C26,647,673,704,714,715,1097,1117,1119 


Reports of 

Port Ilndaon, La. Expedition toward, March 17, 1863 . 264 

West Louisiana. Campaign in, March 26-May 1, 1803 . 307-370,374,375 

Dwyer, J. B. Mentioned. 912,913 

Dyer, Isaac. Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks. 698 

Baler, Henry A. Mentioned. 464 

Eastern Queen, St<‘amor. Mentioned. 698,699,1102 

Eastern Sub-District of Texas. (Confederate.) 

Debray, X. B., relieved from command. 979 

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 67, 1054. 

Scurry, William R., assigned to command. 979 

East Louisiana. 

Operations in. Communications from 

Beall, William N.R. 839 

Carter, A. G.-. 777 

Gardner, Franklin. 999,1070,1071 

Garland, W. H. 1038 
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Page. 

East Louisiana—Continued. 

Operations in. Communications from 


Jolinston, Joseph. E. 921 

Miller, John C. 777 

Mculker, J.E. 775 

Pemberton, John C.-. 839,859 

Ruggles, Daniel. 778,785,807 

Thompson, M. Jeff. 799 

Yan Dorn, Earl.. 785,786,804 

Waddy, J. E. 859 

Whitman, J.C. 775 

(See also 


June 7- 9, 1862. Baton BougOy La. JSj^ediiion from. 

17, 1862. Pass Manchao, La. Slimmh at 
27-29, 1862. ‘ Amite Biver, La. Reconnaissance to the, and sUrmieh. 
July 5- 8 , 1862. Ponchatoula, La. Expedition from. 

24, 1862. Amite River, La. SJcirmish on the. 

25-Aug. 2,1662. Pontchartrain Lake, La. Operations around. 
27-Ang. 6 , 1862. Baton Rouge, La. Operations about. 

Aug. 20-21, 1862. Baton Rouge, La. Evacuation of, and skirmish at. 
Sept. 13-15, 1862. Pass Manchac and Ponchatoula, La. Expedition to, 
and skirmish. 

Oct. 19, 1862. Bonnet Carrd, La. Skirmish at. 

Nov. 21,1862. Bonfouca Bayou, La. Skirmish at. 

Dec. 10,1862. Desert Station, La. Skirmish at. 

17, 1862. Baton Rouge, La. Reoccupation of, by Union forces. 
Max. 7-27,1863. Port iZudsow, La. Operations against and about. 

21-29,1863. Amite River and Jackson Railroad, La. Expedition to. 
21-30,1863. Ponchatoula, La. Expedition to, and skirmishes. 
April 7,1863. Barataria, U. S. S. Attack on. 

12, 1863. Amite River, La. Affair on. 

17-May 2, 1863. GHersoids Raid. 

May 1, 1863. Greensburg, La. Skirmish 7iear. 

Williams^ Bridge, La. Skirmish at. 

2, 1863. Robei'ts^ Ford, Comite River, I,a. Shirmish at. 

9-18, 1803. Amite River and Jackbon Railroad, La. Cperaiions 


on the.) 

Property in, sequestered. Orders of Butler. 602 

East Tennessee, Department of. 

Buckner, S. B., assigned to command of. 1055 

Maury, D. H., relieved from command of. 1056 

Eaton, S. M. 

Correspondence with Joseph L. Ilallett. 2 G 2 

Mentioned. 173,174,237,259,2G0 

Edey, Percy E. 

Aijfidavit of. 5G1 

Mentioned. 561 

Edminster, David P. Mentioned. 45,71 

Edmiston, David. Mentioned. 455 

Edwards,-. Mentioned. 453 

Edwards, Jeptha. 

Mentioned. 18,82,88,1033,1001 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 0 , 1862. 84 

Edwards, T. C. Mentioned. 97 

Elder, Mr. Mentioned. 1024 
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Ella Warley, Steamer. Mentioned. 688 

EllexL; Steamer. 

Capture of, April 21, 1863. Eeport of Robert T. Diinbam. 386 

(See also reports of Banks, p, 299; Blanchard, p. 338.) 

Mentioned. 299,338,386 

Ellet, Alfred W. 

Correspondence with 

Farragut, D. G. 498 

War Department, U. S. 39,497,498.516,521,529 

Mentioned. 32,302,515 

Report of engagement with C. S. S. Arkansas, July 22,1862 . 38 

EUet, Charles R. Mentioned. 498,515 

Ellet, Edward C. Mentioned. 498 

Ellett, Theo. B. Mentioned. 95 

Ellis, Charles E. Mentioned. 229 

Ellis, James A. Mentioned. 68 

Ellis, M. H. Mentioned. 356 

Elliot, J. C. Mentioned. 401 

Elliott, H. H. Mentioned. 28,33,44,49,58,72 

Elliott, S. N. Mentioned. 191 

Elmore, E. C. Mentioned. 476 

Elmore, H. M. Mentioned. 143 

Elsberg &. Amberg. Mentioned. 634 

Emerson, Charles. Mentioned. 333 

Emory, William BL 

Assignments to command. 634 

Correspondence with 

Augur, C. C. 246 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 247-250,327,333,341,607,679 

Coehen, Henry. 249 

Currie, L. D. H. 250 

Gooding, O. P. 246 

Holcomb, Richard E. 247,248 

Loring, Frank .. 248 

Paine, Halbert E. 678 

Watson, John C. 245 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 246-249 

Mentioned. 240-243,247-249,252,253,256-258, 

294,296, 298, 307, 313, 320, 323,327,339-343,346-348,350,356,361,372, 
378, 613, 618, 634, 645, 647,676,692,711,713,1096,1104,1106,1112,1113 

Report of campaign in West Louisiana, March 13-May 2, 1863. 330,332, 333 

Empire Parish, Steamer. Mentioned. 3&3,390,528,560, o62,1102 

Engineer Department, C. S. A. Correspondence with 

Gotheil, Ed . 

Loadbctter, Danville. 

Ordnance Department, C. S. A. 

Wai Department, C. S. 8/6,8/7 

English, Earl. Mentioned.. 

EngHsh, R. T. Mentioned.. 

Ericsson, Steamer. Mentioned. 60i, 608,613 

Ernest, Mr. Mentioned. 

Ernest, P.B. Mentioned. ^ 

Essex, Ship. 

Case of. Communications from Benjamin F. Butler. 

Mentioned. 
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Page. 

Essex, U. S. S. 

Eogagement between, and Poi*t Hndtiou batteries, September 7, 1862 . 2 

Mentioned.- 17,1^8,40,42,54,129-132,251,252,260, 

274,276,538,564,567,588,801,803,808,901,914,943,1009,1027,1113,1115 

Bstafette du Sud, The. Order of Butler, suppressing. 439 

EstOin, R. W., 8l Co. Mentioned. .541 

Estrella, U. S. 8 . Mentioned... 1^4, 

185,235,290,312,313,31G, 358,303,364,371,379,381,637,659 

Eustis, J. B. Mentioned. 218,222,881 

(For correspondence as A. A. G., see John B. Mayruder.) 

Eustis, J. G. Mentioned. 10 

Evans, George S. Mentioned.-. 604 

Evans, H. L. Mentioned. 128 

Evans, J. Mentioned... 120-122,188 

Evans, John. (For correspondence, etc.^soo Colorado, Governor of.) 

Everett, Charles. (Captain.) Mentioned. 64 

Everett, Charles. (Lieutenant-Colonel.) Mentioned. 267 

B. Wilder Parley, Ship. Mentioned .1 . G73 

Pair Play, Steamer. Capture of the, August 18, 1862 . 2 

Palls City, Steamer. Mentioned.9G3,1083 

Palse River, La. Reconnaissance to mouth of, March 19,1863. Reports of 

Dudley, N. A. M. 266 

Paine, Charles J. 267 

(See also BanW report, pp. 254,257.) 

Fancy Natcheas, Steamer. Mentioned. 184 

Paries, T. A. 

Mentioned. 390,395,397,398 

Reports of 

Berwick Bay, La. Naval operations on, November 1-6,1862 . 1087 

Petite Anse Island, La. Affairs at, November 21-22, 1862. 1088 

West Louisiana. Camjiaign in, April 9-May 14, 1863. 1089 

Parley, E. Wilder, Ship. Mentioned. 673 

Parley, Jury & Co. Mentioned. 541 

Farr, Alpha B. Mentioned. 48,646,713 

Parra, A. K. Mentioned. 806 

Farragiit, D. G. 

Correspondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 261,301,307,308,659,704,707,718,720,731, U19 

Butler, Benjamin F. 183,457,537,538,547,548,564 

Donaldsonville, La., Citizens of. 796 

Dow, Neal. 629 

EUet, Alfred W. 498 

Grant, U.S. 301,308,693 

Halleck, Henry W. 514,517 

Huggins, C. 662 

Lovell, Mansfield. 474 ,4H4 

Navy Department, U. S. 517,527,583 

Porter, David D. 527,531 

Williams, Thomas. 474 

Mentioned. C, 13, lo,28,32,33,38,40, ICO, 201,22C, 2U, 251,252,257,2CC, 


295, 29C, 299, 300,306,311,313,314, 318, 332, 448,449,461,464,465,469, 
- 474, 498, 514, 515, 517-519, 521,522, 527,529, 530, 534,560,561,563,583, 
584, 590, 591,614, 619, 642, 656, 661,690,692,697,700,702,704,720,720, 
795, 899,1009, 1039, 1050, 1096,1097, 1104, 1106, 1109, 1112, 1113,1117 
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Page. 

pgirrand, E. Mentioned. 764,963,964,1019 

Parrar, P. H. Mentioned. 129,857 

Parrell, John. Mentioned. 640 

Parrell, M. Mentioned.«. 18 

Parrington, Seth C. Mentioned. 139,140 

Passett, Charles S. Mentioned. 45,68 

Pauntleroy, Chs. M. Correspondence with Joseph E. Johnston. 943 

Pauntleroy, T. K. Mentioned.. 77,82,90,104,105,107 

Pay, Mr. Mentioned. 493,494 

Pearing, Hawkes, jr. Mentioned. 171,332,339,634,713 

Pellman, Mr. Mentioned... 599 

Pellowes & Co. Mentioned.-. 542 

Penner, C. E. Mentioned. 1032,1061 

Ferguson, S. W. Mentioned. 11,769 

Fergusson, David. 

Correspondence with 

Kimmey, Myndert M.-. 686 

Pierce, L.,jr... 686 

West, Joseph R. 634,635,638,674,682,687 

Detailed to visit Chihuahua, Mex.... 635 

Instructions to.-. 635 

Mentioned. 635,670,674,681,682,687,701,725 

Fernandez, Juan. Mentioned. 1640 

Perris, Samuel P. Mentioned. 714 

Field, David C. G. Mentioned. 539,581,607 

Field, Joseph. Mentioned.-. 540 

Fields, Robert. Mentioned. 157 

Pink Asylum Fund Trustees. Mentioned... 540 

Pinnegass, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 140 

Fisher, John A. G. 

Correspondence with Charles McCormick. 587 

Mentioned. —. 585,586 

Fiske, E. A. Mentioned. 32 

Fiske, William O. Mentioned__—.-. 358,371,377 

Pitch, Henry B. Mentioned.-. ^0 

Fitch, Horace B. Mentioned.-. ^36 

Fitz Gibbons, Richard. 

Mentioned.-.-. ^13 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5,1862 . 71 

Fitzpatrick, Eugene. Mentioned. 342 

Fitzpatrick, John J. Mentioned. 81,89 

Pitzwilliams, A. A. Surgeon. Mentioned. 597 

Fleming, L. J. Correspondence with John C. Pemberton. 937 

Flewellen, J. P. Correspondence with 

Bell, A. J. 887,925 

Magruder, John B.-. 

Florida, C. S. S. Mentioned. 117,904 

Florida. 

Military departments embracing. 547,766,784 

Operations in. (See 

Pensacolaj Fla. 

West Flonda.) 

Florida Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry—£a«a//ons; 3d, 850, lOfiS. Companies: Marianna Dragoons. 850, 

1001. 
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Poard, A. J. Mentioned. 

Togo, C. McDongall. Mentioned. 

Foley, Avery & Co. Mentioned. g^g 

Fontaine, S. T. Mentioned.*.214,215,217 

Foote, Andrew H. Mentioii(‘d..—. 

Forbes, H. C. Mentioned. 4 jLq 

Pordham, E. H. Mentioned. 354 

Foreign Consuls. ConiplicJitions with.422,471 ,473 

479 , 49 :i, 497 , 49 «, r>lt), r>17,521,51?:^ 549, TwO, 553, 557,563,564,567^568 
573, 575, 578, 581, 585, 588,589, 592, 602, 043,657,676,776,905,911,912 

Foreigners. 

Oath to be taken by, residing in Louisiana. 479 

4H3,484.491,492,497,498,516,553,557 

Eogistratioii of. Order.s of Butler. 57 ]^ 

Porey, Elie Frederic. Mentioned. 98 i 

Forney, Gr. H. Mentioned. IO 33 

Forney, John H. 

Aaaignmeiitfl to command. 771 ^ 899 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. S. A. 833,859 

Beauregard, G.T. 733 

Bragg, Braxton.118,119 

Lnttrel, Ned. 833 

Pemberton, John C. 833,8ii4,839,842 

Randolph, V. M.UC, 118 

War Dopartra<‘nt, C. S. 804,874,902 

Mentioned. 115,770,771,773,835,848,850,853 

Forrest, G. W., Steamer. Mentioned. 1102 

Forrest, N. B. Mentioned. 799 

Forrester, R. H. Mentioned. 806 

Porshey, C. Gr. 

Correspondence with 

Debray, X. B. 908 

Magrader, Joliii B.« 8 r), 1001 

Mentioned.218,1022 

Porstall, L. E. Mentioned. 427 

Forsyth, R. C. Mentioned. 10C9 

Fortier,Private. Menti<ni<‘d. 1091 

Fortier, A. Mentioned. 750 

Fort Union, N. Mex. Expedition from, Oct. 9-No\. 25, Ii<‘portH of 

Backus, William II. 153 

Shoup, G(‘orge L. 154 

Poster, Mr. Mentioned. 798 

Poster, Hemy E. Mentioned. 132 

Foster, W. R. Mentioned. 222 

Foulkes, E. B. Mentioned. 956 , 

Foumet, V. A. Mentioned. 380,305,739 

Fowler, Charles. Mentioned.236,402,974 

Fowler, W. H. Mentioned. 1069 

Fox, Steamer. 


Capture oF, May 12,1H62. (S»‘e liuthrtoi^lantoHj p. 422; Ju ith to ButUr^ p.450.) 
Mentioned. 421,451,457,4i>H, 528,560,502,1102 


Pox, Steamer, Captain of. CoiTospondenee wdtli Henry W. Morris. 562 

Fox, George W. Mentioned. 713 


Pox, Gustavus V. (For coiicspondence, etc., see Xary Dcparttnvnt, U. S.) 
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Page. 

Prakes, Jesse. Mentioned. 451,452 

Francis, James L. Mentioned. 169,329 

Francisco, Janero. Mentioned. 228 

Franklin, R. M. (For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see X B. Bebray,) 

Frank Mumford. Steamer. Mentioned.. 1102 

Frank Webb, C. S. S. Mentioned. 34,40,245,255.258,297,307,313 

Frederic, Steamer. Mentioned. 660 

Freer, John T. Mentioned. 319,348 

French, Albert H. Mentioned. 229,598 

French Consul, New Orleans, La. (For correspondence, etc., see E, Mejan,) 
French Consulate. Specie deposited at. Communications from B. F. Butler. 516 

French, Gr. Mentioned.182 

French, J. Compton. Mentioned. 1048 

French, Jonas H. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 469 

Mentioned. 1097,1098 

French, Joseph P. Mentioned.... 45,57,70,71 

French Legion of Louisiana. Kegulations of the. 478,480-483 

French, Peter. Mentioned... 332 

French Subjects. Claims and complaints of. Communications from 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 676 

State Department, U. S. 657 

War Department, U. S. 657 

Freret, William P. Mentioned. B80 

Priedlander & Gerson. Mentioned. 542 

Frierson, Conway & Co, Mentioned. 541 

Frizzell, W. W. , 

Correspondence with Post-OfSce Department, C. S. 823 

Mentioned. 822,823 

Frost, George H. Mentioned. 11 

Frost, George W. Mentioned. 649 

Frye, Frederick. 

Mentioned. 72 

Report of expedition to vicinity of Saint Charles Court-House, La., and 

skirmish, September 7-8,1862 . 137 

Fullam, Volney S. 

Mentioned. 49,-59 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 1862. 69 

Fuller, C. A, Mentioned. 10,740 

Fuller, E. W. 

Mentioned. 179,180,185,188,297,303,707,753,754,757 

Eeiiort of naval operations on Berwick Bay, La., November 1-6, 1862. 185 

Fuller, Henry W. Mentioned. 713 

Fuller, Truman K. Mentioned. ^03 

Fulton, Steamer. Mentioned. 295 

Fulton, Dick, Steamer. Mentioned.... 498 

Fulton, R. L. Mentioned. 830,837 

Fuqua, James O. 

Correspondence with D. C. Hardee. 787 

Mentioned. 

Fusilier, Alfred A. Mentioned.-... 396,397,400 

Fusilier, Leclerc. Mentioned. 396 

Gabaudan, Edward C. Mentioned--—. 294-296,303,308 

Gage, C. P. (For correspondence, etc., see Mobile^ Ala.j Committee of Safety of.) 
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Page. 

Gaiennie, Corporal. Mentioned.... 1093 

Gaines, C. S. S. Mentioned. 117 

Gaines, C. C. Mentioned.-.......-. 540 

Gaines, C. C., & Co. Mentioned. 540 

Gallagher & Dyer. Mentioned. 542 

Galleher, J. N. Mentioned.-. 905 

Gallway, A. Power. 

Mentioned. 331,332,339,342,713 

Eeporfc of expedition to Breaux Bridge and Opelousas, La., April 17-21,1863. 343 

Galveston, Tex. 

Blockade of. Proclamations. 

Bell, H. H. 659 

Magmder, John B. 931 

Capture of, by Union fleet, October 6, 1862. 

Communications from X. B. Debray... 150 

Eeports of 

Cook, Joseph J. 151 

Debray, X. B. 148 

H^ert.PaulO. 147 

Conflict with citizens of. Communications from John H. Manly. 837 

Defenses of. Communications from V. Sulakowski. 1041,1063 

Occupation of, by Union forces, December 24, 1862. Communications from 

Banks, N.P.201,614,615 

Burrell, Isaac S. 204 

(See also reports of Charles A, DaviSf p. 206; W. S, p. 208; John 
B. MagrudeTj p, 211.) 

Recapture of, by Confederate forces, January 1, 1863. 

Communications from 

Bach, Lewis.. 205 

Bell.H. H. 221,223 

Burrell, Isaac S.226 

Davis, Jefferson. 211 

Debray, X. B. 222,225 

PoTshey, C. G. 908 

Hamilton, A, J. 200,202 

Holmes, Theophilus H. 220 

Houston, D. C. 208 

Huggins, C. 200 

Lynn, Arthur T. et aZ. 905 

Magruder, John B. 220-222,224,227,911 

Mason, C.M. 9:i5 

(See also Magruder to Andersonj ]). 930.) 

Congratulatory orders. (Holmes.). 220 

Eeports of 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 199,200 

Davis, Charles A. 206 

Long, W. S. 208 

Magruder, John B. 210,211 

Resolutions of thanks by Texas Legislature. 221 

Galveston, Military District of. (Confederate.) 

Constituted, and limits defined. 820 

Debray, X. B., assigned to command of Virginia Point and Galveston 

Island, Tex. 979 

Galveston Island, Tex. Embraced in military district of Galveston. 820 

Galveston, Tex., Mayor of. Correspondence with O. G. Jones. 895 
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Gamble, Mrs. Mentioned. 12 

Ganahl, Charles. Mentioned. 684 

Ganey, Elijah. Mentioned.. 120 

Gantt, George. 

Correspondence with Franklin Gardner. 999,1008,1010,102:^, 1039 

Mentioned. 949,971,1009,1033,1039,1002 

Garcia, Gregorio. Mentioned. 580 

Gardiner, William H. Mentioned. 45,71 

Gardner, Franklin. 

Assignments to command. 913 

Congratulatory orders. Operations against and about Port Hudson, La., 

March 7-27, 1863 . 278 

Co-operation of Taylor with. 922,923 

Correspondence with 

Beall, William K. E. 275 

Collens, Paul W. 1008 

Genesee, U. S. S., Commanding Officer of the. 710 

Gantt, George. 999,1008,1010,1023,1039 

Garland, W. H. 1009,1038 

Johnston, Joseph E. 921 

Maxey, S. B. 276 

Miller, W. C. 981 

Pemberton, John C. 269,914,933,942,955- 

959, 965, 971, 972, 985, 990, 999, 1000, 1005,1023,1024,1026-1029,1035- 
1037,1039, 1047, 1049, 1055,1059, 1060,1069-1071,1074-1076,1079,1081 

Eed Kiver, Commanding Officer at month of. 275 

Bust, Albert. 271 

fcjimonton, J. M. 1083 

Taylor, Eiohard. 922,1003,1018,1021 

Youngblood, J. W. 962,990 

Mentioned.288, 

289,913,921,943,944,965,1000,1009,1024,1032,1033,1061,1076,1081 
Orders, General, series 1863: No. 27, 272; No. 31, 278. 

Orders, Special, series 1863; No. 76, 273; No. 125, 1071. 

Reports of operations against and about Port Hudson, La., March 7-26, 

1863 . 269-279 

Gardner, I. B. Mentioned.. —..-.-. 71 

Gardner, W. H. Mentioned. 44,61,67 

Garey, John E. Mentioned.:- 955,956,982,1021 

Garland, W. H. 

CoiTospoudence with Franklin Gardner. 1009,1038 

Mentioned. 949,971,1009,1023,1033,1062 

Garner, George G. (For correspondence as A. A. G., see Braxton Bragg.) 

Garrett, S. R. Mentioned. 398,1091,1092 

Garvin, Edwin L. Mentioned ..-.-. 335,337 

Gatewood, F. Mentioned. 453,457 

Gaudet, J. Adam. Mentioned.-. 795 

Gaudet, J. K. Mentioned. 795 

Gaudet, Michel D. Mentioned. '95 

Gaudet, Oscar. Mentioned. 398,1088-1092 

Gault, Samuel. Mentioned.-. 319,34S, 351 

Gautherin & Co. Mentioned...— •-—- . ^92 

Gayne, F. Mentioned. 

G. Brown, Steamer. Mentioned. 188,700 

Geddes, Robert. Mentioned. 
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Page. 

G-eisendorffer, Charles. Mentioned...-... 45 ^^ 

Geisser, John. Mentioned. 357 

Gemsbok, U. S. Bark. Mentioned. 608,609 

General Banks, Steamer. Mentioned. 1102 

General Meigs, Steamer. Mentioned. IO 9 

General Sterling Price, U. S. S, Mentioned.-. 311 

General Williams, Steamer. Mentioned. I 73 

General Worth, Schooner. Mentioned. 835 

Genesee, U. S. S. Mentioned. 252,262,276,710,1009 

Genesee, U. S. S. Commanding Officer of the. Correspondence with Frank¬ 
lin Gardner. 710 

Gentre, Mr. Mentioned. 455 

Gentry, Colonel. Mentioned. 813,815 

George Peabody, Ship. Mentioned. 67.3 

Georgia. Military department embracing. 766,771 

Georgia Landing, La. Action at, October 27. (See La Fourche District, La, 
Operations in, October 24-Koveniber 6 , 1862.) 

Germans. Disaffection of, in Texas. (See Teoraa, Itesisiance to Conscription Act.) 

Gibbs, Captain. Mentioned. 732 

Gibbs, Theodore K. Mentioned. 609 

Gibson, Private. Mentioned.* 930 

Gibson, W. E. Mentioned. 932 

Gxhon, John H. Mentioned. 455 

Gill, Mr. Mentioned. 129 

Gillespie, C. C. Mentioned... 824 

Gillis & Ferguson. Mentioned. 542 

Gillum, John W. Mentioned. 87 

Gilmer, J. F. Mentioned. 810,876 

(For correspondenco, etc., see Engineer Department, C. S. A.) 

Giquel & Jamison. Mentioned., .540 

Girard, Louis J. 

Memorandum of batteries at Port Hudson, La., October 24, 1862. 846 

Mentioned. 821,844-846 

Girault, J. F. Mentioned. 11 

Gladden & Seixas. Mentioned. 542 

Glenn, J. W. Correspondence with Danville Leadbotter. 1080 

Glidden, B. B. Mentioned. 71 

Gloss, J. Mentioned. 157 

Godfrey, J. P. Mentioned. 205,411,715,728 

Godwin, A. S. Mentioned. 1061 

Gonzales, Captain. Mentioned. 1062 

Good, Tilghman H. Mentioned. 714 

Good, W. S. Mentioned. 218,909 

Goode, James. Mentioned. 739,741 

Gooding, Oliver P. 

Correspondence with William H. Emory. 246 

Mentioned. 321,327.330-.332,334-336,349-351, 3.51,357,626,679,680,714 

Eeport of engagement at Fort Bislacd, La., April 12-13, lh(;3. 346 

Goodman, L. H. Mentioned. 114 

Goodrich, Luther. Mentioned. 1103 

Goodrich, W. E. Mentioned. 191 

Goodwin, Edward. 

Mentioned. 78, 81,94-96,1033 

Eeport of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August . 5 , 1862. 96 

Goodwin, Ezra S. Mentioned. 235,246-248 
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Page, 

Goran, James. Mentioned. 54 I 

Gordo. Mentioued. 230 

Gordy, M. T. Mentioned. 39 O 

Gorgas, Josiah. Mentioned. 218,876,877,952,1035 

(For correspondence, etc., see Ordnance Department^ C. S, A.) 

Gossamer, Steamer. Mentioned. 681 

Gotheil, Ed. Correspondence with 

Beauregard, G. T. 799 

Engineer Department, C. S. A. 880 

Gott, Benjamin P. Mentioned. 266,410 

Gould, N. C. Mentioned. 1071 

Gracey, P. P. Mentioned...9,11,18 

Graham, Mr. Mentioned. 407 

Grand Duke, C. S. S. Mentioned. 297,313,388 

Grand Gulf, Miss. 

Affair at, May 26, 1862^ (See report of Thomas Williams^ pp. 23,24.) 

Engagement at, June 9,1862. Eeport of Mansfield Lovell. 21 

Skirmish near, June 24, 1862. (See Hamilton's Plantation, MmJ) 

Granniss, Samuel H. Mentioned. 329 

Grant, Alexander. 

Court-martial in case of. Orders promulgating findings, etc. 1093 

Mentioned. 1095,1096 

Grant, XT. S. 


Co-operation with Nathaniel P. Banks. (See West Louisiana. Campaign in, 

April 9-May 14,1863. Also Banks to G-rant, pp. 711,720, 731,732; 

Banks to Farragut, pp, 720, 731; Banks io Halleck, p. 1117; Ealleck 
to Banks, pp. 656, 671, 725,1117; Irwin to Houston, p. 726; Iricin to 
Weitzel, p. 727.) 

Correspondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P... 296,300,303,304,309,314,315,317,692,711,720,731,732 

Farragut, D. G. 301,308,693 

Mentioned-.. 295,299-301,306-309,311-318,407,521,529,530,590,656,657,671,690, 


700, 702, 704, 705, 707,708,718,720,725-727,729-731, 1109,1116-1119 

Graves, Emmons E. Mentioned. 235 

Gray, A. B. Mentioned. 810 

Gray, E. P. Mentioned. 828 

(For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Hamilton P. Bee,) 

Gray, Henry. Mentioned.-. 361,388,390,392,395,1107 

Gray, John. Mentioned. 357 

Gray, P. W. 

Correspondence with Jefferson Davis.-. 868 

Mentioned. 217,1002 

Grayson, J. B. Mentioned. 19 

Greek Consulate. (For correspondence, etc., see N, BenacTii.) 

Green & Crump. Mentioned. ^*11 

Green, Francis N. Mentioued. ^10 

Green, Thomas. 

Correspondonco with J. B. McCown. ^21 

Mentioned. 210,212,213,216,332,388-390,392-394,399,935,974,1092,1094 

Greene, W. L. G. Mentioned. 48 

Greene, William R. Mentioned. 

Greenleaf, Halbert S. Mentioned. 3b3,626,714 

Greensburg, La. Skiiinish near, May 1, 1863. (See April 17-May 2, 18G3. 
Grierson's Raid.) 

Greenwood, Moses. Mentioned, - -.. ^42 
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Gregg, John. Mentioued..926,933,934,965,971,1000,1032,1033,1062,1069,1070,1076 

Grenada, Miss. Harman, B. Desha, assigned to command at. 112o 

Grey Cloud, Steamer. Mentioned. 124,787 

Gribble, J. B., & Co. Mentioned--. 542 

Grierson, B. H. Mentioned. 307,316,318,407,409-411,728,729,732,1070,1075 

Grierson’s Raid, April 17-May 2,1863. Communications from Franklin Gard¬ 
ner.-. 1070,1075 

(See also Baiiks to Ilalleok, p, 306.) 


Grififen, Smedea & Co. Mentioned. 542 

Griffin, EU A. Mentioned. 283 


Griffin, William H. 

Correspondence with W. R. Scurry. 402 

Mentioned.217,935,1053 

Report of affair at Sabine Pass, Tex., April 18,1863. 402 

Griffith, John. Mentioned. 1061 

Grimaley, James. 

Mentioned. 44,49,57,75,450 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 1862 . 72 

Grinstead, Thomas. Mentioned. 75 

Grosvenor, Charles H. Mentioned. 378,379 

Grout, Lnmau M. Mentioned. 132,236 

Grover, Abemethy. Mentioned. 523 

Grover, Cuvier. 

Assignments to command. 626 

Correspondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 196,198,245,247,689,1108 

Bogart, James H. 197 


Mentioned. 195,196,198,242,252,253,256-258,2G0,2G1,2Gr>, 294,297, 

298, 313, 320, 326, 334, 338, 363-307, 382-385, (>09, (>13, G18, G2G-G28, G41, 
647, 659, 692, 696, 704, 707, 712, 714,914,923, 958, lODG, 1105,1112,1113 


Reports of 

Baton Rouge, La. Reoccupation of, by Union forces, Doceiubt‘r 17,18G2 191 

West Louisiana. Campaign in, March 2G-Ai>ril 20,18G3. 357 

Grover, George W. Mentioned. 905,911 

(For correspondence, etc., sec (Jralveston, Tex,, Mayor of.) 

Grow, John A. 

Mentioned. 713 

Report of loss of steamer Sparkling Sea, January 9,18G3. 231 

Guano, Mr. Mentioned. 455 

Guerrillas. Treatment of, etc. (See Conduct of the War and Prieoncm of War.) 

Gul^ Department of the. (Union.) 

Address to soldiers of. (Butler). GIO 

Adjutant-General’s Department. Report of R. B. Irwin, of condition of.. 653 

Artillery. Report of Richard Arnold, of condition of, etc. 049,650 

Assessments, etc. Confedorates and 8ymi)athizor8 . 538-542,007,643 

Banks, Nathaniel P., assigned to, and assumes command of. 590, Oil, G24 

Butler, Benjamin F., relieved from command of. Oil 

Cavalry companies. Report of IT. Robinson, of number and ai>proximato 

strength of. 052 


Clark, John S., appointed provost-marshal-general of the. 615 

Clay, Cassius M., assigned to duty in. 568 

Engineer Department. Report of Henry L. Abbot, of condition of. 648 

Foreigners required to register. 57l 

Inspector-General’s Department. Report of W. S. Abert, of condition of.. 648 
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Page. 


Gulf, Department of the. (Union.)—Continued. 

Instructions to Banks. 59C 

Johnson, Eeverdy, appointed special agent of State Department, to investi¬ 
gate complaints of foreign consuls. 471 

Limits extend.ed. 547,590 

List of steamers in the, February 20, 1863. 1102 


Orders, General, series 1862: No. 25, 425; Nos. 27, 28, 29, 426; No. 30, 
437; No. 32, 445; No. 35, 447 ; No. 36,467; No. 40, 463; No. 41, 483; 
No. 42, 491; No. 44, 492; No. 45, 493; No. 47, 517; No. 48, 518; No. 
50,526; No. 51, 529; No. 55, 538; Nos. 56, 57, 41; No. 62^ 42; No. 
63, 556; No. 71, 571; No. 73, 572; No. 74, 573; No. 76, 575; No. 82, 
581; No. 88, 588; No. 90, 589; No. 91, 592; No. 98, 50; Nos. 99 101, 
602; No. 105, 607; No. 106, 610; Nos. 107, 111, 611; Nos. 113,114, 
615; No. 117, 623; Nos. 118, 120, 624; No. 121, 625. 

Orders, General, s-ries 1863; No. 1, 630; Nos. 7, 8, 643; No. 12, 666; No. 
15, 1099; No. 17, 678; No. 20, 1109; No. 21, 690; No, 23, 1115; No. 
25, 699; No. 27,701; No. 29,705; Nos. 35, 37,710; No. 40, 716; 


No. 93, 591. 

Orders, Special, series 1862 : No. 3, 634; Nos. 37, 39, 421; No. 42, 439; 

No. 44, 444; No. 45, 446; No. 70, 469; No. 79, 464; No. 98, 476; No. 

99, 477; No. 103, 478; No. 150, 510; Nos. 151, 152, 511; No. 228, 

533, 554; No. 235, 533; No. 462, 48; No. 513, 595; No. 599, 626; 
(Grover) No. 10, 630. 

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 32, 645; No. 13, 646; No. 57, 1104; No. 

66, 1111; Nos. 106, 108,1119. 

Provisions for the destitute. Orders of 

Banks, Nathaniel .. 643,1111 

Butler, Benjamin F. 425,426,447,517,538-542,558,572,607 

Proclamation of Banks to the people and troops of the. 624 

Ee-enforcements for. Communications from 

Army Headquarters. 544,555,589 

Banis, Nathaniel .. 298,673,702 

Braunan, J. .. 

Butler, Benjamin .. ^ 

Milos, ... 

Eiigglos, Daniel. 

Sherman, Thomas .... 

(See also Butler to BaUeclc, p. 555 ; Butler to Stanton, pp. 447, 465^478, 

548, 552; Halleclc to BanJes, p. 590, 725; Stanton to Butler, p. 543.) 

Eogistered oueiiiics ordered to leave.. • " 

Sanitary condition of troops, December, 1862. (See Ba7ilcs to Sailed, p. G13.) 

Sherman, Thomas W. 

Assigned to duty in.. 

Authorized to issue aud approve oiders during temporary absence of 

.;. ^^9 

Stone, CliaiU's !>., ahsisned to clnty in.. •.•;. “ 

Telegraph seivicc. Eeport of Charles S. Eulkley, of condition of. Co2 


Union troops in. 

Constituted Nineteenth Array Corps 
Oi'ganization, strength, etc. 

Deceml)er31, 1862. 

January 3,1863. 

January 12,1863 . 

January 13, 1863 . 


636 


627,628 
.. 634 

.. 645 

.. 646 


75 E K—VOL XY 
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Page. 

Gregg, Jolm. Meiitioiied..926,933,934,965,971,1000,1032,1033,1062,1069,1070,1076 

Grenada, ]Miss. Hannan, B. Desha, assigned to command at. 1120 

Grey Cloud, Steamer. Mentioned.---. 124,787 

Gribble, J. B., & Co. Mentioned... 542 

Grierson, B. H. Mentioned. 307,316,318,407,409-411,728,729,732,1070,1075 

Grierson’s Raid, April 17-May 2,1863. Communications from Franklin Gard¬ 
ner.-. 1070,1075 

(See also Banks to JSalUoky p. 306.) 

Griffen, Smedes & Co. Mentioned. 542 

Griffin, Eli A. Mentioned. Si83 

Griffin, William H. 

Correspondence with W. R. Scurry. 402 

Mentioned .............. - - -- - - -- -.......... 217,935,1053 

Report of affair at Sabine Pass, Tex., April 18,1863. 402 

Griffith, John. Mentioned. 1061 

Grimsley, James. 

Mentioned. 44,49,57,75,450 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 1862. 72 

Ghinstead, Thomas. Mentioned. 75 

Grosvenor, Charles H. Mentioned. 378,379 

Grout, Luman M. Mentioned. 132,236 

Grover, Abemethy. Mentioned. 523 

Girover, Cuvier, 

Assignments to command. 626 

Correspondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 196,198,245,247, (>89,1108 

Bogart, James H. 197 

Mentioned. 195,196,198,242,252,253,250-25H, 260,2I>1,2(;r>, 204,207, 

298, 313, 320, 326, 334, 338, 363-367, 382-385, (>00, 613, (>18, r>2()-02H, 041, 
647, 659, 692, 696, 704, 707, 712, 714,014,023, 058,1000,1105, 1112, 1113 

Reports of 

Baton Rouge, La. Reoccupation of, by Union fonjcs, Ih^combcr 17, 18(;i> pj! 

West Louisiana. Campaign in, March 2()-Ai>nI 20,1803. 357 

Grover, George W. Mentioned. 005,011 

(For correspondence, etc., see Galveston, Tex., Mayor of.) 

Grow, John A. 

Mentioned. 713 

Report of loss of steamer Sparkling Soa, January 0,1803 . 231 

Guano, Mr. Mentioned. 455 

Guerrillas. Treatment of, etc. (Beo Conduct of the ICar nud rrihomru of IVar.) 

Gul^ Department of the. (Union.) 

Address to soldiers of. (Butler). 010 

Adjutant-General’s Department. Report of li. B. Irwiu, of condition of.. 0)53 

Artillery. Report of Richard Arnold, of condition of, etc. 010,050 

Assessments, etc. Couledorates and syinpathizcrH. 538-542,007, 013 

Banks, Nathaniel P., assigned to, and assumes command of. .500,011, (»2t 

Butler, Benjamin F., relieved from cominaml of. fd 1 

Cavalry companies. Report of II. Robinson, of nninb(‘r and :i})j>n)xiinate 

strength of. 052 

Clark, John S., appointed provost-marshal-gcneial of tlie. 015 

Clay, Cassius M., assigned to duty in. 508 

Engineer Department. Report of Henry L. Abbot, of condition of. 048 

Foreigners required to register. 571 

Inspector-General’s Department. Rejmrt of W. S. Abert, of coudition of.. 618 
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3‘jige. 

Gulf, Department of the. (Ifiiioii.)- CJoiitiiiuod. 

JiiBtnudionw to IJiinkH. 59 O 

Joliimon, appointed special aj;'cnfc of Rtato Dopartmoul, to iuvesti- 

roniplaiiits of f(uvi»n coukuIh. 47 I 

Limits (^xtoiuicd. 547,590 

List of Htoariiors in tli(», l'\‘l)niary "20, IHOIJ. It02 

Ord(‘rs, t'loncral, sciics I'l'.-J: No. 25, *125; Nos. 27, 28, 29, 425; No. 30, 

4:i7; No. 32, 4 I.">; No. 35, *147 ; No. 36,457 ; No. 40, 4(;:{; No. 41,48:?; 

No. 42, 101; No. 44, 102; No. 45, 40:J; No. 47, .517; No. 48, 518; No. 
50,520); No. 51, 520; No. 55, .W; Nos. 56, 57, 41; No. 62.i, 42; No. 

63, 55<); No. 71, 5; 1 ; No. 73. 572 ; No. 74, 57:?; No. 76, 575; No. 82, 

5hl ; No. 88 , No.90,5."*0; No. 91, 502; No. 98,50; Nos. 99 101, 

(iO-i; No. 105, 007; No. 106, 010; Nos. 107,111, 011 ; Nos. 113,114, 

015; No. 117, 02 : 1 ; Nos. 118, 120, 024; No. 121 , 025. 

Ord(‘rs, (liMM-ral, H IHI;?: No. 1 , t^JO; Nos. 7,8,04:?; No. 12, 00(5; No. 

15, lOOO; No. 17, 07H; No. 20, 1100; No. 21, GOO; No, 23, 1115; No. 

25, 000; No. 27,701; No. 29,70,5; Nos. 35, 37,710; No. 40, 710; 

^ No. 93, 501. 

Ordtn's, Spj'cial, series 1H)2: No. 3, 0:>1; Nos. 37,39,421; No. 42, 4:?0; 

No. 44, M l: No. 45, 4 10; No. 70, 400; No. 79, 404 ; No. 98, 470; No. 

99, 477 ; No. 103, 47-; No. 150, 510; Nos. 151, 152, 511; No. 228, 

5:;:?, 55 1; No. 235 , 5 : 1 :?; No. 462, 4-^; No. 513, 505; No. 599, 020; 
(Grover^ No. 10, 0:)o. 

Oidi'is, Sja'cial, s«‘iir'> I'O:?; No. 12,015; No. 13,040; No. 57, 1104; No. 


66, 1111 ; Nos. 106, 108, 1110. 

Provisions for f ho ded il uh*. OhOth of 

IlanKs, N’alliamrl P. 043,1111 

P)Uth r, Prnj.iniin F.125, 120, 447, 517,.5:;H-542,5,58,572,007 

Proclania 1 i(nMd* P»,ml lo ( ho pcopit* ami I iot>[)s of I hr. 024 

i;<‘-<*nforr<*im‘nt for. ('ominnnn*at ions from 

Ann\ Ilf.uhjiiai Ins. 541,555,580 

l?.lnK^ Nalh.iiiK IP . 208,07:?,702 

Pii.'inn.iii, .1. M . 458 

Iliilh’r, Unij.imiii F. 458 

Mill*., W.P . 821 

.. D.mi. I .... . 821,808 

Sin I ni.in,'I lunu.i . . ... . . 70',? 

i .-t <■ . 1 ! (I /»';///</ In //(f/Zf f /., p. r. > ; lUilltr to pp 117, 405,478, 

.)1-'. .> Jhtllul /•» fiinil p .I'Mi, 7‘’.5; iSVa/On/j lo p. 50?.) 

15 "!*> In< (I < in iiin omIj-m <1 In h* 1 \ « .. 710 

S.iM11.11 \ < im<i 1 1 nm III ( hhi ji , 1 N c 1 miIm r, I-li*.' ( S«m‘ 75////. •' /#> //////o7., p. Oi:?.) 

Sin'i Ilia II, 'I Inniia W 

i"jn (1 I n (1 lit \ III - . . 515 

\it(Inui/Ml io 1 lie .iinl .ippM»\n ndn*. Ouiiin^ h nipoiaiy aliw m•(^ of 

Pni.l . 1112 

Sinn-, ? 'liii l( I' . a . in <i tu ('n I 111 . 710 

45 l<'"i:i|(li < 1 \ n (' Ihpoilnl (’h;jilr‘S l?iilMn;s, i>l romlitinnnf. 052 

I’liinii 1 iniiji , 111 . 

('nil lilulid \ iin tenit il Ana\ Corps. 050 

< 0 V.nil/.it ion. 111 11 " I h, « I «•. 

Pom inln*i '.‘.1, 1 "1)2.-. 02), 028 

.I.imiai N :?, .-. 

JamlaI.^ 12, l-OI? . ^45 

.Iannary I-h I^O.'?. C4G 

IK 1 » T> 


1' / k r •v” t r 
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Page. 

GrxHf, Department of the. (Union.)—Continued. 

Union troops in. 

Organization, strength, etc. 

January 15, 1863. C50,651 

April 30, 1863. 711-714 

West Florida added to.-. 547 

Gulf; District of the. (Confederate.)* 

Buckner, S. B. 

Assigned to, and assumes command of. 899,905 

Relieved from command of. 1055 

Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 

June 30, 1862. 770 

October 31,1862. 850 

December 20, 1862. 003 

February 28, 1863. 1001 

May 1, 1863. 1068,10(59 

Constituted, and limits defined. 771 

Forney, John H. « 

Assigned to command of. 771 

Relieved from command of. 809 

Limits extended. 853 

Maokall, W. W., assigned to command of. hDO 

Maury, Dabney H., assigned to command of. 1056 

Orders, General, scries 1862: No. 99, 899; No. 105, 005. 

Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 288, 885. 

Gushee, Prank A. Mentioned... 322 

Gusman, G. Mentioned. 131 

Gwinn, Lucy, Steamer. Mentioned. 031,057,1053 

G. W. Forrest, Steamer. Mentioned. 1102 

G. W. Whitman, Steamer. (See Fox, Steamer.) 

Haden, John M. Mentioned. 1040,1121 

Haggerty, P. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 445 


Mentioned. 

(For correspondence as Aido-de-Caiiip, see lievjamin F. liiitUr.) 

Haley, Eben D. 

Mentioned. 320, 331, 3: 

Report of ongagomont at Fort Bisband, La., April 12-13, IM53. 

Haley, John H. Mentioned. 

Haley, John P. Mentioned. 

Hall, Captain. Meutioued. 

Hall, Edward. Mentioned. 

Hall, Edward. (Captain 8th Vt.) Mentioned. 

Hall, James. Mentioned. 

Hall, Richard B. Mentioned... 

Hall, Thomas S. 

Mentioned. 


470 


310,317 
335 
101 

... 11 , <57 
030 
. 075 , 0^7 
131 
220 
57 


363 


Report of campaign in West Louisiana, April 9-May 14, 1H63. 364 

Halleck, Henry W. 

Correspondence witli 

Butler, Benjamin F..... .530 
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Haidiiif;. .Ml. Mm! ioumI. 230 

Haidiiig, Ocoi£’e C. M«iilM»ind 142 
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(See also Scurry to Turner^ p. 1053.) 
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Hoadley, F. W. Mentioned. 10 

Hobby, A. M. 

Correspondence with X. B. Debray. 910* 

Mentioned. 221 , 851,909, 1002.1085 
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Janes, Henry, U. S. Mortar Schooner. Mentioned. 188 

Jeanerette, La. Skitmish at, April It, 1863. (See n-port of R Ouryni, p]^ 
335,337.) 

Jefferson Parish, La. Property in, excepted from M*(iu«*stratioii older. .503 

Jenkins, A G. Mentioned. 704 

Jenks, JohnP. Mentioned. 26,0 

Jennie Beals, Ship. Mentioned. 673 

Jennings, J. L. Mentioned. 453,4.54,457 

Jenny Lind, Ship. Mentioned. 673 

Jerrard, Simon G. Mentioned. :;()5,6,2(5,715 

Jeter, W. G. Mentioned. 81,103 

Jetton, C. Wess. Mentioned... 99 

Jicaltipec, Schooner. Mentioned. 686 
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Paffe. 

J. M. Brown, Stoainor. Mentioned. 1102 

JohnF. Carr, C. S S. Mentioned...216,930 

Jolinson, Captain. Mentioned. 219 

Johnson, Captain. Mentioned. 238,974 

Johnson, A. C. Mentioned. 930 

Johnson, B. W. Mentioned. 1032,1061 

Johnson, C. F. Mcutiouod. 905 

Johnson, Elijah D. Mentioned. 712 

Johnson, Reverdy. 

Appointed np<*eial a^eut of State Department to investigate complaints of 

foreign (‘oiiHuls. 471 

Corn'Hpondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 521 

Menti<)n(‘<l. 422,471,493,51G, 621,573,583 

Johnson, W. A., & Co. Mentioned. 541 

Johnson, W. H. Mentioned. 761,758 

Johnson, W. W. Mentioned. 739 

Johnston, ('aptnin. M(mtioned. 935 

Johnston, A. S. M<‘ntioue<l. 810 

Johnston, Joseph E. 

Correspondence with 

A<ljutant and Inspector Cenerars Oflico, C. S. A. 1010 

Alahainu, (lov(‘niorof. 971 

Bnekner, Simon . 938 

Fannf Jero.v, (Mis. M. 943 

(Janlm‘r, I^’ranklin. 921 

iVmlMTton, John C. 920,921,938,1000 

'ra.>lor, Kiehaid. 958 

Mentioned . 308,501,938,1056 

Johnston, William Preston. (For eorn^Hpomleneo as A. 1). C., see Jefferson 
Davis ,) 

Joiiiville, Sclioomn*. Mention<‘d. 835 

Jones, Baxt. Menlionod. 1061 

Jones, Biishiod M»-iitiomMl. 1068 

Jones, Catesby Ap R. Montionod. 932,959 

Jones, Chailes Mnitioiicd. 82 

Jones, E. F. 

Corrrspond<‘ncc with John C. Palfrey. 435 

Mentioned .428,446 

Jones, Edwai<l P. Mentioned. 

Jones, John H. Mentnuied. 1139 

Jones, O. G. ('ori<-s|)<iiMlen< e witli (Jah owton, T<5X., Mayor of. B95 

Jones, Paul, Steamer. M«‘iition<*d. 

Jones, Saimiel. 

Correspniidrm e with Adjutant and Inspi'etor (Icm'ral’s OOiec', C. S. A. 7(54 

Merit lomd . 7(55,770 

Jones, William Hmnphill. Mentiom*d. 

Jones, W. J. Mmitioiied. 402,403 

Jones, W. R. M< ntnnied. 

Jordan, M Mentioned. 

Jordan, Thomas. (i'or eoriesj»ondene«* as A. A. (»., see 0. T. Jiuiuretjard.) 

Juarez, Benito Pablo. Mentioned. 

Jumonville, Ch. (^l'’or eorrespoiide*nce,Bee AVte Aa. Administrators of 

Charity Hospital of.) 

Junker, W. A. Mentioned.-... 
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Page. 

Kane, Patrick. (Captain.) Mentioned. 356 

Kane, Patrick. (Private.) Mentioned. 467,469 

Katahdin, U. S. S. Mentioned. 142,1G7,192,194,197,428,537, .569,662 

Kattenstrotli, Henry. Mentioned. 72 

Kaufinan, W. B. Mentioned. 110 

Kean, J. M. Mentioned. 1027 

Keating, George. Mentioned. 712 

Keefe, James. Mentioned. 713 

Keene, Aaron H. Mentioned.-. 71 

Keith, John A. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 450 

Mentioned.. 40,43,44,56,57,73,74,447,457,713,788 

Proclamation to citizens of Houma, La. 456 

Report of reconnaissance to Amite River, La., and skiruuHh, J line 27-29, 

1862 . 36 

Keith, K D. Mentioned. 144 

Kelleher, John. Mentioned. 172 

Keller, Mr. Mentioned.20,21 

Keller, Fidel. Mentioned. 504,511 

Kellersberg, J. 

Correspondence with X. B. Dehray. H34,853 

Mentioned. 147,150,217,816,820,838,805,957 

Kellogg, Spencer. Mentioned. 567 

Kelly, Edward. Mentioned. 672 

Kelty, Eugene. Mentioned. iiO, 21,44,51,61,66 

Kemp, W. B, Mentioned. 123 

Kendall, Lucian H. Mentioned. 403 

Kennebec, U. S. S. Mentioned. 22,24,428 

Kennedy, Mifflin. Mentioned... 1074 

Kenner, Butler, Mrs. Mentioned.1. 446 

Kensel, George A. Mentioned. 163,170 

Kensington, U. S. S. Mentioned. 522 

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Light—5affer/es; Cobb’s, 11,18,77-79,82,84,800, 8()1, 1123, 1125. 
Infantry—/?e5r//77e/7ts; 3d, 18, 39, 52, 77,90,93-95, 97. 99, 27:;, .546, lo:;:;, 1125; 

4th, 18, 39, 52, 82-87, 546 ; 5th, 18, 39, 52, 78, 82-85, 87, -H, 516; 6th, 

39, 52, 77, 90, 91, 93-96, 98, 99, 546, 1125; 7th, 18, ;J9, 52, 77, 79, 84, 96, 91, 

9;i-95, 99, 100, 273, 546, 10.33,1125; 8th, 39, ,52. 

Kepper, Steamer. Mentioned. 1102 

Ker, David. Mentioned. 7:i9 

Kerr, Captain. Mentioned. 177 

Kerr, J. F. Mentioned. 10 

Ketchum, Charles T. Mentioned. 1069 

Key West, Steamer. Mentioned. 668 

Keys, Dick, Steamer. Mentioned. 11:;, 115, 119 

Killbom, Curtis W. Mentioned. 861,862 

Kimball, John W. 

Mentioned. 3.52, :;61, 7M 

Report of engagement at Fort Bmland, La., April 12-i:i, 186:;. :{,5:j 

Kimball, William K. 

Mentioned. 359-362, :i83, 516, 529, 626, 714 

Reports of 

New Iberia, La, Destruction of salt-works near, April 18,186:i. 382 

West Louisiana, Campaign in, March 2r-April 20, 1863. 382 
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Kimmel, M. M. Mtiiiiionod. 19,1121 

Kimmoy, Myndert M. CorroftpondtMico with David Eergusson. 6 B 6 

Kinclieii, Mr. -[20 

Kinchcii, Preston T. Mon< innod. 121 

kineo, I ^ S. S. M(‘nt ioii<‘d. 22-24,40,1G7,173,252,262,27G, 428,537 

King, Frederick T. Montionod. 1115 

King, Ricliaid. Montionod. IO 74 

Kingman, John W, Montionod. 646,713 

Kingsley, Thomas G. Montionod . 646,713 

Kinney, John C. M(‘ntionod. 385 

Kinsman, i:. S. S. Mtniiionod. 1H3,181,2:15,244,245,248,673,674,1105 

Kinsman, J. B. MontioiUMl. 466,467,493,494,593,644 

Kinyon,-. MontioiKMl. 597 

Kirk, J. T. Montionod. 835 

Earkpatiick 8c Co. Montion(*d. 54 I 

Kittatiuny, H. S. Ship. Montionod. 462 

Kittrcdgc, J. W. Montionod. 221 

Kittredgo, W. A. iMonlionod. 580 

Knight, Isaac. M<‘ntiono<l. 45,73 

Knox, N. K. Mt'iilionod. 131 

Knox 8c Higgins. Miniiionod. 541 

Kralo, H. (For oo^^(^s])on<^(*no<^, «<‘o Uiv(jcl i^etthmvntj Tex.j Citiscns of.) 

Krause, Rudolph. M<‘nliono<l. 198 

Kruttschnitt, John. 

Ch»rrosj>ondono<' \Mth r»onJ:iiMin F. IJulilor. 575 

Montionotl. 575 

Labadicville, La. Action at (Joorgia Landing, La., in^ar, Oo.tobor 27. (Son 
Ao Foiirrltt' Pi'ylrivf, La. Opt raiiOHH in, ()vlol}vr)l‘\-JS^orcnibrr 1862.) 

Lablanchc, Babbill.iid. Montionod. 485,486,490,491 

Lablanclnn Jack Montionod. 485,486 

La Payt'tttJ, F. S. S. M<'nlionod. 311 

Lnford, T. Moni non d ..... 540 

La Fouiche Distiicl, La. 

All.ms in, iall\. ('<nninnni(Mlloim iVoiii Ih-iijainin V. liiiMcT. 592 

('oninns-aojn i■. appuiniod lo lake olnirgo of HoipionlortMl propiM'ty in. 592-595 

(’oil*.Ill nil <1, and limit s (l<*lin«*d . 592 

< )j»orat ions in, <)<toli(i ‘.M No\<-nil)or 6 , 1H02. 

('aMi.ilt n's lotnrn of. Fnnni tioojis, a<-l ion at. < ^(^orgla Lainling, La., 

<)r|nh(l *.'I, l-l'i'.* . 172 

('iMiniimill .il 11)11 . 11 inn 

\d jiilant .mil Ins)»ootoi (ioiioial\ Otlioo, ('. S. A. H()4 

IJnthi, I*>i*n|.iniin 1*’ . . 162,164,587 

Mniii uii, .1 II . 855 

Fcinhn Ion, .lolin (' 855 

'I'a\loi, Iiiili.ml . 855,859 

I5‘|tot t (>1 

r.ntln, LiMi_)aniin F. 15R, 160-162 

iMnnton, \lln‘d. i76 

'I'.is loi, ILoliai il.— i74 

\ anoo, .lohn A. 

\\i'ii/i*l, (iodl’irN. 160,167,1/0-172 

I*ropoil> in, M*«jnosl<*rod. ()idor.s of lintlor. 592 

Lagay, F Montlonod. *^>41 

Lake, -- Monlionod . 
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^ag®. 

Lamar, L. Q. C. Mentioned. 961 

Lambert,-. Correspondence with John Marks. 660 

Lamon, S. P. Mentioned. 540 

Lanata, Dque. Mentioned. 540 

Lanata, Joseph. 

Correi^pondenoe with BenjaminF. Butler -—.. 479 

Mentioned.-. 479 

Lancaster, U. S. S. Mentioned. 302,515 

Landis, Steamer. Mentioned.. 464,528,529,1102 

Landry, J. Aristide. Mentioned. 795,796 

Landry, Joseph. Mentioned. 1091 

Landry, Trusemon. Mentioned.-. 796 

Lane Sc Salter. Mentioned. 541 

Lange, Jacques. Mentioned.-. 540 

La Paz,Jos^. Mentioned..—...— . 228 

Lapeyre, J. M. 

Correspondence with John A. Stevenson. 863 

Mentioned. 861 

Larette, Mr. Mentioned. 453,455 

Larette, Sheriff. Mentioned. 455 

Larguier, Joseph. Mentioned. .-...-. 131 

Lamed, Prank H. Mentioned. 651,714 

Latham, Mr. Mentioned. 900 

Latham, Edward. Mentioned.—. 126 

Latham, Matthew A, Mentioned. 43,44, r>l, 74 

Lathrop, Robert D. Mentioned. 310,38.5 

Latimer, Elisha E. Mentioned. 220 

Laurel Hill, Steamer. Mentioned. 326,30:^65,371.3S(l,3K{,r)()3,081, IU)2 

Lavaca, Tex. Bombardment of, October 31-Noveml><*r 1, 1H62. of 

Bee, Hamilton 1*. IHI 

Conklin, George E. Ih2 

Law, Richard L. Mentioned. 203,267,208 

Lawrence, R. J. Mentioned. 288 

Layton, Thomas. Mentioned. 540 

Lea, A. M. Mentioned. 215, 211), 23',o:{(;, 1017, 1004 

Lea, Edward. Mentioned.*200,2(i3,211,215, 211), 238 

Lea, J. N. (For correspondence, see New Orleans^ Fai., Adminhtmthm of ('Imritif 
Hofipital of.) 

Leadbetter, Danville. 

Corrospondonee with 

Adjutant and Inspector Goncrars Office, (k S. A. ^07 

Alabama, Governor of. 1)03 

Engineer Department, C. S. A. KrjD 

Glenn, J. W. loso 

Mentioned. DOl 


Reports of defenses of Mobile, Ala. 


January, 1863. KUO 

February, 1863. 1011 

Leader, Schooner. Mentioned. 211), 1)35 

Le Beau, Edgar. Mentioned. TkVI 

Le Beau, Edward. Mentioned. 534 

Lebeve, IMr. ^Mentioned . 464 

Le Bisque, Felix. Mentioned. 1027 
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Page. 

Lecompt, Sclioouor. Meutioued. 102 

Lee, H. Meutioned. ^40 

Lee, John L. Mcntiouod. 542 ^ 

Lee, John W. Mentioned. ^57 

Lee, Robert E. 

CorrcHpondoiico with 

Lovell, MiiiiHfiold. 750 

War l)(^i){irtmout, 0. S. 794 

Montioiiod. 733,756,764,906 

Lee, S. Phillips. CorroHpond(‘nco with 

Autry, Jain<‘H L. 13 

Ismitb, M. L.-. 6^7 

Vicksburg, Miss., Mayor of.12-14 

Legendre, Emile. Moutioncd. 795 

Leobel, Charles. Mentioned. 357 

Leonard, John. Mentioned. 1123 

Letchford, W. H. M(‘utiouod. 540 

Levi, A., & Co. Mentioned. 54 I 

Levy, William M. Mentioned. 389,396 

Lewis,-. Meiition(*d. 926 

Lewis, Charles D. Mentioned. 108 

Lewis, George N. M<nitione(l. 329 

Lewis, J., & Co. M<‘ntioned. 54 O 

Lewis, John L. 

AhsigniiK'iit to <‘oiiimand with Louisiana Militia. 734 

Men'i ioiied. 557,734,756,759,798,799,826 

Lewis, Joseph H. MeiitioiKwi. 18 

Lewis, R. F. R. M«'ntione<l. 107,196 

Lewis, W. H. Mentioned. 725 

Lewis & Oghisby. Mentioned . 541 

L. H. Davis, ^I'hoeiMM Meiitieued. 283 

Libel tad. Mo?:. Sm-vi*y of ^out«^ from. Ooiiminnieations from J. If. Carletou. 670 

Liob, Theodore. Mintioiied. 478 

Liober, G. Noiiii.ui Meiilioiied. Oil 

Ligiiieioz, Lcjoiiaids. MeiilioiM*<i. 688 

Limburg, B.iioii von MenluoiiMl. 471 

Lincoln, Abe, 1’ S, S Meiilioned . 1102 

Lincoln, Abi.ih.im 

( 'oi H'sjioiKlriK «• v. I til 

LiiiiK N.illi.imel I*. 10% 

r.ilflri, leMil.Uiiin I' . 532 

Kriin t Mill [ii<M'l,iiti.'i t ion.. 

Srptemln'i 22, l“f'»2. 621 

.I.’inii.'ii > 1, 1 (>(i7 

M<‘ntione(l .50, 16(1, 162, 16l),226,3n, 421, 4:50, 

KVO, 1 : 1, -LS, 470, 1-1, 4'(;, 4.'.^, 400, lOO., 104, 407, ,501, .514, .5I(;, .522, ,532, 
.536, .512, :.43, ,5..7, .51^, .57 6 , .5.-2, .5"-'0-r,01, .503, 501, (dO, 612-61 1,618- 

621, 621, 6-10, 612, 611, 6.57, 666 , 66 . 8 , 671,6a2, 607, 702, 72.5, 726, 907 

Oider.s, Oi toliri 20 , l-'62, «-slahlnsliuig a provi.siomil eoiirt in 1 joni.siaiia- 581 

Lind, Jenny, Ship. Mentioned . 673 

Lindsay, t’apt.'nn. Mentioned . 179 

Lindsay, L. ( For eoi n .spondenee, (‘t<*., .seo ri(7i«?n/iv/, J/m*., Mayor of.) 

Litsell, B. r. .Meiitiorn*<l. 464 

Little Buffalo. Mentioned. 1^4 
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INDEX. 


Pase. 

Littlejohn, De Witt C. Mentioned. 634 

Livingston, C. §. S. Mentioned. 515 

Locke, Brie. Mentioned.;. 503 

Locke, M. B. Mentioned. 1062 

Locke, Oliver S. Mentioned. 37 

Lockett, S. H. Mentioned. 11,852 

Lockwood, Byron F. Mentioned.-. 311), 385 

Loeb, Samuel. Mentioned. 541) 

Loebnitz, Henry E. Mentioned. 1)05,1)12,1)08 1)70 

Loeffler, Charles. Mentioned. 541 

Logan, John L. 

Correapoudence with 

Ramsey, S. D. 407,408 

Terrell, V. .. 408 

Mentioned..- — -. *^*’*4» 1032, 1001,108‘,» 

Report of operations on the Amite River and Jackson K'ailroad, La., May 

9-18, 1803. 408,409 

Lomas:, L. L. Mentioned. 19 

Lone Star, Steamer. 

Capture of the, November 27,1802. Rejmrt ot V. L. 'I’erndl.. 189 

Mentioned. 1^11 

Long, Mr. Mentioned. 407 

Long, A. L. (For correspondence, as Military Secretary, see liohrri /v. l.tv.) 

Long, Alanson B. Mentioned. 3.82,7f)9 

Long, John. Mentioned. ii3ii 

Long, Malcolm W. Mentioned. 45,71 

Long, W. S. 

Mentioned. 201,208 

Report of recapture of Galveston, Tex., by (’()nre<b*rat<‘ fon^es, .January 1, 

1803 . ^>i)8 

Looke, Samuel. Mciiti()n(‘d. 510 

Lopez, Albino. Mentioned. 923, 

900,901,904,973,980,991,992,997,99“', loor., lOnT, 1021, 1030, lOlo 
(For correspondence, etc., S(*e Tamanlijms^ Mvj\, (,(tn i mn (»/.) 

Loring, Frank W. 

Correspoudeuco with William 11. Kinory. 2 is 

Mentioned. 211, 21. •, 332,: l.'»:!, 07 3 

(For correspondence as Aid(‘-d<‘-C.'inip, see IViUiom // Umorff.) 

Loring, W. W. Mentioned. 791 

Loughlin, Sor<^eaut. M<‘ntioiied. -5 

Louise, Steamer. Mentioned. 3.13., 311 

Louisiana, C. S. S. Mentioned. 12, 119,501 

Louisiana. 

Addresses to the people of. Louisiana, (Joveriior of..501,713. 

Affairs in, generally. Ooinmunicaliinis from 

Army HeadquartiTs. 544, .572,001,090,700,702,725,72i'., 1110., 1117 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 240,212,251,2.57,291,29-“, .300, 

013, 618, 039,040,061,009,004,097,1000, 1097, 1099, llol, lio:., Iloo, 1117 

Beauregard, G. T. 7.31 

Blanchard, Albert G. 779 

Bowen, Janies. 1107 

Butler, Benjamin F. 422, 

447, 465, 478, 502, 518,521, 538,548,552,5.5.5, .5.58, .5,59,501,57 1, .573,002 
Cooley, James C. 1100 
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Page. 

Louisiana— 

Ali*airH in, Com muni cations from 

Davis, JfllVi-sou. 767,784,786 

(Jrov(*r, (Jnvior. 1108 

Lovoll, Mansliald.733,735,739 

Louisiana, (iovornorof. 504,740,747,753,773 

Maclvoy, T. J. 805 

Souh^ Tierro. 734 

ir^tatoi Do])artmont, U. S. 497 

ThoinpHon, M. JolV. 797,1124 

War l')(Nj)artinoiit, C. S. 775 

War Dopartimud, r. S. 471,493,515,543,559 

Anin<*Ht.v (<pialil'MMl) fo poopln of. 460,494,516,576 

Coiiiisi-ation Aoi. 

Dnfoircmiont. of. 543,571-573,575,576,581 

SuKponhion of. 611 

CoiiHcript.i<ui Aci. Knltm‘<‘inonfc <»f.. 175, 

176,740,740,767,779,789,797,804, ri72,874,919 

KnroIirKUii of lYcnch CominnnicaiionH from E. Majan... 776 

rort‘i‘jru<‘rH rosi<lin;; in, to tako and Hulmcriko an oath. 479, 

48:k 484,491,492, 497,49H, 516,553,557 

Vro(‘ noj^roofl in. 

(hilled on to enlist, in Ih S, serviei^. 162,556,557 

Militia or';ani/a(ion. Kaliv(^ ^uanl.s. 556,557 

Dreneh Ije;L»:ion. l\i*'.;nlalions of the. 480-483 

(Siss also lUdlvr to Stanton^ j). 478.) 

Mart.iallaw. 740,771,772,800,841 

Military dop.aitmenl.s emliraein;^. 746,771,784,820,948 

Ollie<‘rH, civil, .and citi/.oijs of, to t.aloH ami snhwjnho oath of allo^^iauoo_ 479, 


483,484 

0]M‘rationfl in. (.S<?n 

FmmI I.ouis}(nia, 

J\Iufosstp)d Jiirrr. 

\tir fortran fj IjO. 

H'r>/ iMuiiiiaua.) 

r.irh.oi h'.mM'r*-. < )r*-nni/a (it)n, <*tr .: II, 7 13 , 7 |.|, 747, 74H, 767,773,774,701 


, (’liai It . \., apjiomlftl pn»\ Mnm.-il jutl^’e to liold conrL in. 582 

I’lttt !.nti.ifn»n > lt> 1 lie jtftijtit' <>!’ 

IJ.iiiU N.illiauifl P . 619 

[.iiiii(ii.iii.», ( 3»\t‘i ni»r ol ..504J743 

l‘ne, 1 it»!» i! I 1 t.ihli IumL Onlfiof Ahiahain Ijiiieola. 581 

lilNil ill'll M IM ('niMIil linii .1 I lolK-l rinin 

Ail)ii1;int ami linpi-rtni < Inii'iar.*. Ollier, (‘ S. A. B77 

r.io'jDi'iT 1 >1 ji.n I uii'iil, \ . 876,877,880 

Lillie i.iii.i, 1 Io\ I'l iini ol. 781 

< >ri!M.nii'f I ii'jiai linenl, C.S. A. 876,878,922 

I’.t;, loi, l\'i( li.iiil . 877 

Vi 1 111 f> 11 iiieijl, ('. S. 876,877,922 

Seijiii ' {I ahon III piopiM I > la 

Lnni.:..ii;i . 

\'I " I I mo Mii.'t. ( I.;i rourela^ I >i.sl I lel)... 592 

Shejdi . i.eoi'M* r., appi»mte<i Military (lovernor of. 471 

^Ve-^ i»f’ the M is ^j.^nippi i;i\er <lesiyjnate<l La Fo arc he, IJistriet. 592 

LouibkuM Bcdlo, ^tiMiiMT. Mioitiomal. 249,250,679, U02 

7(i ll i;—VOL XV 
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Hiouisiana, District of. (Confederate.) 

Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 

October 1, . 820 

December 4,1862.-.. 888 

Constituted, and limits defined. 802 

Taylor, Eichard, assigned to command... B02 

Iiouisiana, Governor of. 

Address of, to the people of Louisiana .. ^>04 

Correspondence with 

Davis, Jeiferson. 740,747,753,707,784,78(), 807,892,803 

Lovell, M'ansfield.733,735,730 

Mejan, .. 770 

Euggles, Daniel. 891,804 

Taylor, Richard. 874 

War Department, C. S.---.-. 7()f»,7<i8,773,775 

Orders. 

Arrest of 

Bassett, Mr.-. 753 

Harris, Mr. 753 

Sweeny, Captain. 755 

Soldiers' families. Ejection for rent, etc. 5.^9 

Seizure of coin of New Orleans banks. 750,751,753,7.55 

Seizure of steamer More. 7.55 

Proclamations. Butler's “ women order”. 743 

i;XjOtLi8iana Militia. 

Called into service. 734,739,742,7.55,7.50,7.59,71)7,709,78.1, 

788,796,707,803,804,819,820,827, K57,85H, .^87,911,991,1(^79,1080 

Lewis, John L., directed to report for duly with, at C)p(‘Ic>iisns, ija. 734 

Mentioned. (Qqq Lonmana TroopSf Confederate,) 

Orders, series 1862: No. 426,557; No. 582, 734; No. 589,7:i9; No. 610, 

, 742; Nos. 637, 638, 750; No. 643, 751; No. 651, 7.53; Nos 
660, 663, 755; No. 665, 7.50; Nos. 674, 676, 757 ; Nos. 681, 
682,7.59; No. 683, 700; No. 684, 701; No. 690, 7(;7; No. 694, 

769; No. 727,772; No. 765,781; No. 789, 7^<; No. 810,790; 

Nos. 812, 814,798; No.841,H)3; No.881, .^l9; No.809,-20; 

No. 898, 8.57; No. 903, h74 ; No. 906, .^79; No. 908, 8-7 ; No. 
911,^914; April 24 (Lewis), 496. 

Orders, General, scries 1863: No. 9, 9.''5; No. 10, 991. 

(See also North Lomslaiia Miliiia^ District of, and South mul Dirt fouisi- 
ana Militia, Diatrict of.) 

Louisiana Trdops. Mentioned. ((Confederate.) 

Artillery, Heavy— Battalions : 8th, 0,10; 12th, 27<), 27H, 791, Ml, 971, in:;;;, 

' 1062. Regiments: 1st, 10,19. 

Artillery, highi—Batteries: Benton's, 805; Boone’s, ^01, ^11, ^1.5, 931, 

10.33; Fenners, 841, 84.5, 846, 934, 1032, 1061, 1070; Pelican, 176, 21'-, :i*-9, 

390, 395, 307, 398, 680,1087-1093; A and C, Pointe Coupdc, 103.’.: Saint 
Mary’s Cannoneers, 384, 389-392, 6)80, 1090, 1092; Watson, 1-, 27.5, li).;:;, 

1037, 1061, 1076. 

Cavalry—fiaffa//o/7S ; Breazeale’s, 773.; 9th,90, 101,105, 1^8,27 *.27-', ,519, 

789, 841, 948, 949, 971, 1033, 1062; 13tli, .-05, 9.53, 0-.3,9.M Companies 
Bryan’s, 1033,1062,1075 ; Dalgre’s, 811,910,1033, 1038, 10i;2; Giivot Par¬ 
tisan Rangers, 773; Harper’s Partisan Rangers, 805; MeWaters’, 77.); 
Nutt's, 773; Prairie Rangers, 7.53; Stuart’s, 919, 1033; Thompson’s, 

_L29, 773. Regiments: 2d, 176,245,389-392,395,680.1092 ; 3d, 953,954. 

* RnTnA+imns nnllAil 1af l?Aor{mnnt P P 
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Louisiana Troops. Mentionc'd. (Confederate.)—Continued. 

Infantry—5a^fa//o/7s; Confederate Guards Response (Clack), 169, 176, 

177, ti4r>, :m», :i01, :i95; Dupeire’s Zouaves, 19; 8th, 19; 9th, 120-12:^, 

r90,sn,10;i:i, 1062,1070; 10tli,:W8,:5«9,:i9;j,397, ;j98, 680; 11th, 805, 962. 
Regiments: 1st, 841; 3d, 9; 4th,7,11,18,43,52,68,72,77,78,90,93,101-103, 
106,546,804,841,934, 1032,1061,1070 ; 5th, 7; 12th, 803, 804, 1033; 17th, 

11,18; 18th, 167,169,176, 178, 245, 347, 355, ,‘189, 390, 397, 39S, 680, 804; 

19th, 804, 850, lOtW; 20th, 7; 22d, 23d, 10; 26th, 11, 18, 734; 27th, 6, 

11, IS; 28th (t;nny), 245, 361, 389, 300, 392, 395, 680, 790,805,1107; 29th^ 
(ThomaH), 7, II, 18,739; 30th, 52,77,81,90,93, 101-106, 546,804, 841, 934, 

1032,106)1 3 31st, 805,873; 33d (ficenoCc, p. 176); Crescent, 169,176,178, 

245, 3^9, :‘.97, (ISO. 

Milit ia—: Johnson’s Special, 7‘39. Regiments: Avoyelles, 857; 

Jefif. Davis, 680; La Fourche, 177, 178; Pointe Couple, 857; Saint 
Charles, 177; Saint John the Baptist, 177; Sednt Landry, 857; Terre 
Bonne, I76,76i). 

MiHftdljineonH—Miles' Legion, 278,804,841,034,10:13,1071,‘1076; Stewart’s 
Legion, 77, 90, 100-102, 105-107, 788. 

Louisiana Troops. Mcntion<‘<l. (Union.) 

Artill{T> , Regiments . Ist ( Colored), 028,713. 

(j.i valr\ - Regiments : 1st, 167-169, 172, 2114, 236, 239, 256, 299, :519, 324, 347, 
359,:162, 375, IK), 411, 62-, 65:i,712,71:5,728,729,1103. 

Iiifanto ‘Regiments ; Ist, :16:i, :{7I, :{7:5, .‘{74, :i76-:570, 548, 556,045,655, 

711; l.iit\('olor(d), 159, 161, 162, 170, 628, 634, 711, 713; 2d, 254, 257, 206, 

267, 409, 627, 615, 712; 2cl (('olored), 159, 162, 587, 628, 634, 712-714; 3d 


{('olondl 2.»6, 62-, 631,711, 713; 4th (Co/om/), 711,71:5. 

Louisville, Sf(‘am«T. Meiil ioikmI. 245,963 

L’Oiivcrture, Tonssaiiit. Mentioned. 566 

Love, Geoif^c M. Mentioned. 712 

Lovell, Maiisfudd 

Clorresjtondence it Ii 

lie.'MHv^.ml, C 'I'.7:55,741,740,7.52 

Untlei, r»enj,imin I’' . 463 

1 ’an.I'int, I). U . 474,484 

L)e, IK»l»eil i: . 7.5(; 

Louisiana, nioi ol.-. 7:5:5,735,739 

W.ir I».-i.;iitnwMl, (’. S. 459, 7 11,750,751,758,76)0 

W'h-ii, \\ jlIi.iMi . 4<)0 

Men! loin <1 .. 6,9, 

lo 25, ..1, 121, 11-, 119,502,5^9,': 10 7 12. 7 9',, 752, 754,762,766, HU,901 

L’cporl ol eipM"! UK lit .It < K.iinl (Jnir, Miss , .hme 9,1-02. 21 

Lovell, Willi.ini .S 

Cniie poinN’in I u it li .lulm (' Kenihnton. 852 

Ik’ejioi t '»t 111 |M ( I uui <•!' leiisi*". of \ 1< UshlllL’, M iss.-. 8,>2 

il‘(ii ( oi 1 r ,j)(UMh in e :is A A. I. t» ,He('./«>//n (\ Cembft fan.) 

Lowell, li Mtntnunil . 2.59,70.5 

Lowiy, R(‘u;.'iit B l(>7,,>o.'s 

Lowiy, Rob(‘it M<'nln»inMl. l.SjlO.;.! 

Lubbock, (’aptaiii. Mmtnmed. 9.50 

LiibbocU, Fi.iiicib R. Mi-ntioned . I 19,221,807, 829, H:56,838,870, 


-9.>,-9:,9(M!,915. 92.», 926,'9 *.-,91.5,950-952, 972, 10:54,1057,1079, 1080 
(l*'or eonespondein’e. etc., wm* 7V.u/n, (Un'trnor oJ.) 


Alrto e.illod ‘Jrttli. 
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Lubbock, H. S. 

Correspondence with. X. B. Debray----831 

Mentioned. 21^3,216,220,227, 97^ 

Lubbock, W. M. 

Correspondence witli X. B. Debray. 

Mentioned. *^25), 8‘.>U, bt>r> 

Luckett, P. N. 

Correspondence "with John B. Magnider. 9G0 

Mentioned.-..... *^23,1017 

Lucy Gwinn, Steamer. Mentioned.-. 031,957, ll).*>:> 

Ludlow, W. H. Mentioned. 0(K> 

Lujan, Martin. Mentioned. 229 

Lull, Oliver W. Mentioned.235,331 

Luna, J. A., & Co. Mentioned.-... 5*11 

Luttrel, Ned. Correspondence with John II. Forney. d3:5 

Lyle, Dr. Mentioned. «01,B02 

Lyle, William J. Mentioned.-. 737,738,745 

Lyles, O. P. Mentioned. 1032, 10(il 

Lynch, F. J. Mentioned. OiJO 

Lynch, WiUiam P. Mentioned. 10,18 

Lynn, Mr. Mentioned. 220 

Lynn, Arthur T. Corroapondcnce with John B. Ma^^rnder.-. 905,911 

Lynn, D. A Mentioned. lot)I 

Lynn, J. W. Mentioned.-.-. 32 

McAfee;, Kobert C. Mentioned. 155 

McAUister, David. Mentioned. 22^ 

McCan & Harrell, Mentioned. 101 

McCardle, W, H. (For correspondence as A. A. C., h(‘(‘ Jo/tn C. /’cmfxrton.) 

McCaithey, Charles. Mentioned. 350 

McCauley, G. W, (For corrc8i>ondoiico as A. A. C., H(*e />. //. flvlvi,) 

McCleave, William. 

Corre8X>ondeiicc with Josoph R. West. .V.n; 

Mentioned . 222,2*^9,5-0, ,5-1 , 59-, tiol, 1 , 7 i:> 


McClellan, Steamer. Monti<>n(‘d. 23:‘>, :»i>2 

McClellan, George B. Mentioned. 421,45-!, 4li5, 191, .502, 510, 511,77o 

McClelland, Robert^ U. S, K. C. (See Robert Medelland, U. S. R. (\) 

McCleruand, John A. Mentioned. 1011, 1043, 1015, loi7,1(i5n 

McCluer, James L. Mentioned. 911 

McClung, H. L. W. Menti()Tie<l. I"-, -ul, -n.: 

IVtcClure, J. W. Mentioned. (.11 

McCord, James J. Mentioned. 9.7 

McCormick, Captain. Montione<l. 2i.), 2l*» 

McCormick, Charles. Corn'spondenee with 

Butler, Benjamin F. 

DelRayo, Joaquin.>7: 

Fisher, John A. G. 5-7 

McCown, J. B. 

Correspondence with Thomas Green. I^jl 

Monti onod. h,.-? 

McCoy, Captain. M^mtionoAl. ^:;2 

McCoy, Andrew J. TMentioned. 2*' 

McCrory, T. N. Mentioned. lo 

McCulloch, H. E. Mentioned. 1050, 10-3 

McCulloch, William H. Mentioned. 072 
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McDermot, David A. Montioucd. 402,403 

McDermott, Peter. ’MiMitioiHMl. 545 

McDonsild, M. U 

McDonogh School-Fund Trustees. Meutionod.J. 54 O 

MacElioy,-. Mentioned. 9 g 2 

McFarland, Moses. . 236 

McFarland & Barksdale. JM<*ii<ionod. 54 I 

McFeiTan, John C. (I-'or coiTCHpondeiico as A. A. A- G., see J. JOf. Ca/rleton,) 

MacGavock, R. W. Mmlionod. IO 33 

McGivem, Claud. M^ntionod. 1121 

McGovern, (.’aptain. Montieiied. 217 

McGreal, P. Merit ion(*<i. 222 

Mcllheimy, R. M<‘iitioii<‘d. 54 I 

Mcllvaine, William. Merit ioned. 284 

Mack, Albert G. 

Merit loiwd. 256,320,331,335,340,050,651,713 

i;(‘p<>rt oronjjiJij^enieiil. at Fort, liislaud, La., April 12-13, 1863 . 322 

Mackall, William W. 

AKsi'j'iiiin'nt.s to eoiniiiaiKl. 899 

Meat ioiieil. 899,903,1001,1008,1077 

McKcc, A. W. MoiitioTi<‘d. 757,774,986,1054 

McKee, William H. M<‘rit toned. 580 

McKenzie, John. Metiti<>rie<i. 44,67 

Mackey, T. J. (’oiTesp<)inl«‘iiee willi JoOerw)!! Davis. 805 

McKie, M. J. Meiition<‘(l. 806 

McKiiikiy, Daniel A. MeritioiH*d. 930 

McKinley, Thomas, Mention'd.;. 930 

McKiiiiitiy, Jiimeo P. M<'nljoii<*<i. 252,302 

Miicklin, S. MeiilioiK'd . 47(> 

McKiiie,ht, Di. M«ntioin'<l . 1131 

McKoiii, J. ('ni-M * |MHi(lcii<M‘ \Mtb AUhtI (1. Blaneliard. 953 

McL.ifliii, E<lw,ud. M<*nti<»jH'd. 136,184,450,455 

McLane, Aln.ih.mi, M< nti<im*<l.4()7,4(i9 

McLean, I’l ink J.iy. M<'iil ioiumI. 099 

McLellan, J C. M«iitnnjr<l. 541 

MeTit iuoie, ILiybui ji fir Co Mentioned. .542 

MacJni, n. H Muitmurd. 8.51 

Ma( lin. R D Mmlinin d. 540 

M.ielni, S.iektic'ld. .M«iitioiied . 1020 

McM.ih.iii, M. V, Mentioned. 217 

Mcivaalioii, 11 V B M«nti(.n«'d . 540 

MelvSaitin, JainoH Mentioni'd. 82f-i 

McMieh.iel, K V. M.ntioned. 123 

McMdl.ni, J.imeii W. 

n»(..n. <1 . 2.5,:;i,.i:!;;-i;;,5/2r»<;,2.5H,:i2(),424,4r>i,4r):M5.5,77G 

15 {Mil I (>t 

Ddn.ilil orr iilc, L.'i. r.\}ie<lilion fo, and Hkirniisli, Sept,. 21-25, ]8()2.-. 141 

nut Fli.iibs (’oMit IlouM*, La. lOrpi'dition tf> vunnity ot, and skir- 

nie.li, S» jOeinUei 1 If -<>2 .—- 13,') 

McMull(*n, Wlliiain. Mentioin*d. 721,72.) 

McNeiJl, H. C. 

('<n I eipdinleiice \sith ('harles Ibihs<*ll. 1072 

Mentioned . ^^17 

Macon Bayoti, La. Si.iiinr li at, May 10,1803. 4 
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Page. 

McPheeters, G. P. Mentioned. 161,169,178 

McHae, C. S. S. Mentioned. 734 

McRae, General. Mentioned. 601 

McRae, W. D. L. 

Correspondence with 

Ruggles, Daniel. 787,780 

Slocnm, John J. 7'87 

Mentioned. '' 

McStea, Value & Co. Mentioned. 640 

McWaters, J. A. Mentioned. 142,773 

McWilliams^ Plantation, La. Skirmish at, April 13, 1803. (See PorUr'a 
and MoWilliama^ riantaiiona.) 

McWilUe, M. H. 

Correspondence with War Department, C. S. 040 

Mentioned. 8,67,914 

Maddox,-. Mentioned. 1128,1129, ir.ir> 

Madero, Evaristo. Mentioned . 1007 

Madigan, John, jr. Mentioned. 109 

Madison, George T. Mentioned. 000,042,97s 

Madisonville, La. Skirmish at, July 27, 1802. (See Vontchartrain Lak(\ La. 
Operations around, July'itZ-August 1802.) 

Magee, Horten & George. Mentioned. 540 

Magee, James M. 

Mention ed. 30,37,208 

Report of expedition to Hermitage Landing, La., March 21, lHr>3. 20S 

Magee, R. S. Mentioned.*. IK) 

MagoflELn, Samuel. Mentioned. 390 

Magruder, George A. Mentioned. 217,2'i2,'^■^1 

Magruder, J. M. Report of bkirniishes on Comitc River, La., Mar. 9-111, 1803.. 280 

Magruder, John B. 

Assignments to command. 820, 

Congratulatory orders. 

Sabine Pass, Tex. Attack on blockading siiuadron at, January 21, 1^03. 

Saint Joseph’s Island, Tex, Affair at, May 3,1803 . UX) 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Ollico, C. S. A. ‘--<1, 

894, 918,954,999, 1<»01, 103,i) 

Arizona, Governor of. Oil 

Baird, S. M. looi, 107.5 

Bankhead, Smith P. looO) 

Bee, Hamilton P. 0 .>2, 

933,950,904,905,973, 979, 991,1004,1000, 1012,1013, 1010, 1024, KC.O, 1077 

Bell, H. H. 221.222,221 

Cushing, E. H. h'.»7 

Davis, Jefferson. 211 

Debray, X. B. 225,897,909 

Plewellon, J. P. 8-0,890 

Forshey, C. G. HK), 1(H)1 

Hardeman, P. 

Haynie, H. H. 

Holmes, Theophilus H.... 220,879,8HG,894,895,897,900,902,903,922,930,972 

Houston, Samuel. <xv,i 

Jackson, A.M......... 905 912 
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Magnider, John B.-—Continuod. 

Correttpoiidoncc with 

LiickoU, 1\N. 900 

Lynn, Arthur T. 905,911 

MtiHOn, C. M. 935 

Nicholn, E. li. 957 

Nuevo Leon inul Coaimila, Mexico, Governor of. 1067 

Pemberton, John C. 884 

Keily, JameH. 970,982,1003 

Hciiviy, William K... 1027,1034,1053,1074,1079 

Shea, Dan. D. 949 

Smith, E. Kirby. 1036,1043,1078 

SulakowHki, V. 1022,1034,1041,1063 

Taylor, Richard. 970,985 

Tt^xas, Governor of. 896,903,913,925,952,974 

War Department, C. S. 857,697,931,932,967 

Webb, Henry L. 955,978,981,1017,1020 

Webb, William (1. 926 


Mentioned. 204,221-223,226,237,332, 334,552,659,684, 

754,769,774, '375, 779, K26, 857, K58, Hl\8-870, 879-881, 883, 890, 897, 905, 
908-910, 912-914, 921, 926, 940, 046, 950-952, 955, 956, 959, 968-971, 980, 
1000, 1001 . 1017, 1027, 1030, 1034, 1035,1048,1056,1060,1079,1084,108.5 
Proclamation (li'elaiin^ blockade of GalvcHton rai«e<l. 931 


liJcport s of 


(Jaheston, Te\, R(‘capture of, by Confederate forcoH, Jan. 1, 1863.. 210,211 
Sabine Push, Tex. Attack on Blockading Sciuadron at, Jan. 21,1863.. 237 

Stall”. Auiioum’ennMilH of. 881 

St.il<‘ni<‘nt of. Surreiidm* <)l (Jaheston. 227 

Mahan, John. M<nli<»n<*<I. 34 

Maher, Thoma.s. Nb-ntioncd. 236 

Mahon, Edwaid, .M<‘ntione(l. 337 

Mail F.icilitieH, (Sim^ linllrr lo /S7««/ow, p. 422.) 

Maine Tioop.s. Mnitnnicd. 

Aihlleiv, Light Battvnos: 1st, 135-138, 168,173,234,23(), 319-321,330, 334- 
;; 10 . ;; 17, :;:>3,3: >6, 62 h, 6.'>o, 712. 

Inl.mtiN nrtpmonts 12tli, 1II, 139, 1 10,:;61, 3.82-385, 626, 627, 689,516,529. 

7 13,11 1, I lu*-; 13th, (L'-', 7 13 ; 14th, 39, 41), 4:*, 45, 51,52, 5.5-57, 64, (>6, 69- 
71, 71. i:;3, 1;;., 13S 2.-2, (.2^^, 7)3,776; 15th, .52.5, 570, 628, 699, 714; 

21rit, <.7:;, 7 12; 22d, 319, .5 1, 377, 626, 627,7 14 ; 24th, 282, 713; 26th, 319, 

3.-3 3-.5, (,2<;, (,27. 711; 2C(h, (dT, 699, 713. 

Ma^ja, M«'iit ioixmI.-. 660 

Majoi, J. P. Mint min'd.-.— 19, 104t) 

M.il.ibai. .sit .iiiK 1 M(!i(iom'd. 9(51 

Malloiy, .S R Me m loin-d. 764,1)1^2,10.53 


( I <11 coi I cspoiidence, eh'., .sec Xavjf Dcparlnicitl, C. tV.) 

M.iloiie, James C , ji. Nh'iitiom d . 

ManriS.Sti.s, (*. S. S Mentioiu'd . 

Manchiic P.isfi, La. (S«*c I’u.sh Muiichnr, La.) 

Mandevillo, Geoigo .S. Mt'nl.oix'd. 

Manley, John W. Meiitioix'd. 

Manly, John H. 

( '011 ('Spondenci^ witii .Joseph .J. (jook.- . 

Menimm'<l . 

Maun, Edward D. .M<‘nti()iie<l . 


18 

42 


,. 542 

.... 3l9,;ia5 

. 837 

214,218, 837 
. .323 
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Manning, Charles H. 

Mentioned.-. 45,40,59, (>0 

Eeport of engagement at Baton Eougo, La., August 5, 1862. 03 

Manning, J. C. Mentioned-.-.-.-. 47G 

Meuttsfield, John B. Mentioned. 322 

Mansfield, Samuel M. Mentioned.-.(>26,714 

Many, Edward. Mentioned.-. 194 

Marigny, M. de. Mentioned...-. 791,795,839, S>21 

Marks,-. Correspondence with John Marks. COO 

Marks, John. Correspondence with 

Lambert,.. 660 

Marks,.. 066 

Marks, Leon D. Mentioned..— *. 6,11,18 

Marmaduke, J. S. Mentioned —. 1082 

Marmion, Captain. Mentioned. 930 

Marsh, Lucius B. Mentioned. 6iJ4,646,649,713 

Marsh, O. M. Mentioned. 180 

Marshall, Simon. Mentioned. 36,117 

Martial Law. 

Alabama. 859 

Louisiana. 740,771,772,806,841 

Mississippi. 771,772,806 

Texas. 220,829,074,97r>, 1006, 1018,1021 

Martin, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 140 

Martin, G.W. Mentioned. 8():,,89i 

Martin, James. Mentioned. 212,216,974 

Martin, R. C. Mentioned. T.*,", 7.’>6,7t;7,798,/99 

Martin, T. D. Mentioned. 750 

Marvin, S. G. Mentioned. 154, 1.55, 158 

Mary A. Boardman, Ste«amer. Mentioned. 202,203,209 

Mary T., C. S. S. (See J, A. Cottony C. S. S,) 

Mason, C. M. 

Coriespoiidenco w'itb John B. Mugriuh^r. 9:t.5 

Mentioned. 217,219, 826 

(For corres])ondenco aa A. A. A. G., hoc Paul O. Uthrrt.) 
Massachusetts, Governorof. Correaj>on(h*n(*(‘ with Navy Ih‘i>artiin‘nt, II. S 412, 413 
Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—5affer/es; 2d, 20,2*2,25,26,31, ‘15,39, 13, 45, 16, .51 r.2.5(;. r,7, 

59, 60, 62, 6:hG6,68,72,100,i:U,320,359-362,3r,.^/.;r4;,:Wl 3-3, 4 62*^, (►.M), 

714; 4th, 39, 43-45, 50-52, 56, .58-()0, 62-61, 67,70-72, 75, 1 11,23 1,2:u;, 62^, 

650, 651, 714; 6th, 25, 26, 31,3.5, 3,9, 43, 45, .51, .52, 56, .59, 60, t‘,1, (,.5, 72, 16,7. 

1G8, 234, 236, 319-322, 324, 329, 450, ;502, 516, 62'-', 6,50, 712 ; 673, 7 i:i; 

13th, 713. 

Cavalry—Eaffa//b/7S: 2d 2.5, 26, 36, 39, 11,51,132, 167 169. I ‘93 195 , 

197, 239, 257,‘268, 2G9, 324, 361, 028, G55, 659, 712, 7Hi. Roqimontis Z€i, 259, 

647, 694, 703. 

Infantry—/?e^//77e/7fs; 4th, 330, 342, 673, 713; 26tli, 139, 419, 62 -^, 616, 713; 

30th, 20, 21, 24,26,27,43, 44,51,52, 56, .59-63, 66,67, 74, 409, <12.^ 712 ; 3lBt, 

25, 319,330, 332,346-351, 354, 356, 465, 626,628, 713,711; 38th, 319, :i3(), :i:i2, 

347,349-354, 3.57,714 ; 41st, 256, 263, 3G1, 382, 383, 62t;, ('>27, 714; 42d, 195, 
199-208,223-227, 010, 628,646, 713 ; 47th, 634, 616,619, 713 ; 48th, 2.56, 673, 

712: 49th, 673, 712; 50th, 645, 673, 712, 728; 52d, ICMj-llK), 3K1, 626, 627, 

714; 53d, 319, 330, 332, 346-348,352-3.55,714. 

Massey, William. Mentioned. 54 O 
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Massie, J, C. Mentioned. 831,832 

Mastiii, W. r. Moutionod. 905 

Matagorda, Teas. Ailair near, November 20,1862. Report of X. B. Debray.. 188 

Matanaaa, Sloaiiier. Mentioned. 608 

Mathews, Oliver. Mentioned. 126 

Mathews, R. B. 

Corn‘HiK>n(leiice witli William Preaton. IKS 

Mentioned. 1123 

Matthews, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 358,371,373 

Matthews, Jesse. Mentioned. 930 

Maury, Dabney H. 

A««iguin<‘iJtfl to command. H)56 

CorrcHpomlcnce with 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPa Office, C. S. A. 1056 

War Department, C. S.1069 

Mentioned. 1056,1077 

Maxey, S. B. 

(lorrespondenci^ with Franklin Gardner. 276 

Meutiomnl.27r>, 1)34,1)05,1)71,1000,1032,1037,1061.1070,1071,1076,1081 

May, Andrew J. Mentioned. 930 

May, Henry. Montion«‘<l. 602 

May, John F. M<‘ntion<Ml. 916 

Mayer, A. H. Meiitioiu'd. 574 

Mayer, C. Mentioiu'd. 194 

Mayo, George Upshur. 

()orres|>undene(‘ SNith John (). iVndx'rtoii. 848 

Ueporls <>r (‘ondiliion of hattencs at 

Fnit llinlsoii. La., Oetober^l, IH02...-. 844 

Viekhbui .Mish., October 31, 1H()2. 848 

Mazereau, A. 

(’orrespoiKleiKM* w ilh 

Llriml, Ben. 405 

Tilt n.iin, .lame.'i M .-. 495 

Meiitioiird . 495 


Moem, J. G., jx. Meiilnmed. 1009 

Moigft, Goiinial, SticiuKr. MentioiHMl . 109 

Mcig.3, M. C. Mentioned. 41)3,671,725,1000 

( Tin eoi 1 csjKiiuleiiee, ote., ne<^ (Juarli rmahtcr-damraUH Office, U. aV. yl.) 

Mc3aii, E 

(-’oi J es|n>ndenee w ith 

i;.itl. 1 , LeiiJ.'innn F. 427,470,516,533,540 

I .oil! ..lau.i, (Josernorol*.—.-. 776 

Mentioned . 424,471),516,5H8,618,643,1101 

Melaucoii. Elvi. Mentioned. 705 

Mellon, T. A. Mi nlioiwd. 11,18 

Memmingiii', R. (l'’or eoi lenjiondcnieii jih A. A. (»., sec John C. I^emberton.) 

Menmoiiiuni, Saiifoid, Steamer. 

Lo‘,s <»l, Deeciiiliei 10, iHrJ. (loiiiiniiiiieatloiiH from MrastuH Cooko. (i08 

Mi'iitioned.-...60H, 1006 

Mcnriid, M. Mentiom>d. H2(),829,830,865 

Meneloy, Wilimm M. Menli(me«l. 0^ 

Mercci, W. Newton. 

(lorrespondinuM* vsith lieiijainin F. Butler . 438,565 

Meiit .. 
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Mercier, Henri. Mentioned. r>81 

Merino, General. Mentioned. 

Merrimac, C. S. S. Mentioned--.. 42 

Merritt, Mr. Mentioned. 720 

Meniit, Charles H. Mentioned. 590, GOG, 683 

Merritt, Robert B. Mentioned. 645 

Messer, Carlos P. Mentioned.645,712,728 

Metcalf J. H. Mentioned. 45,70 

(For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Frank KickvrHon,) 

Mexican Consulate. Communications from Benjamin F. Butler. 473 

(See also noiej j). 497.) 

Mexico. 

Articles of agreement with Confederates. 093,097,908 

Hart, Simeon, detailed as agent for purchase of supplies in. 866 

Relations with. Communications from 

Bee, Hamilton P. 923,96(5, 

973, 979, 991, 992, 908,1006,1007,1016,1024.1051,1127,1129,1132-1135 

Benavides, Santos. 1040 

Buchel,A. 923,924 

Carloton, James H. 578, (581, G87,70'i 

Chihuahua, Governor of. 701 

Forgussou, David. 682,686, (>87 

Oliyior, L. 974 

Tamaulipas, Governor of. 975, 

994,990,1006,1007,1025,10 [ 4, 1126,1128, 1130, li:;:; 

West, Joseph 11 . 6*31,6‘.i5,63^ 

(See also Fee to Anderson, p. 881; Luckett to Dickinson, p. 96>0; Mntjntthr to 
Cooper, p. 1030.) 

Miami, IT. S. S. Mentioned. 428,537, 54n 

Michigan Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry—/?e5r//77e/?fs: 6th, 26, 39, 43, 45, 51, .52, 5(5, 57, ,59, 60, (52, (5(5-68, I0i5, 

137, 138, 234, 23G, 259,281, 282, 2b4, 406,502,628, (54(5^ (517, 713. 

Miles, Eldridge G. Mentioned. 23,6 

Miles, William R. 

Correspondeiico with Daniel Kngglcs. 821 

Mentioned. 27(5, 40*', 999, loou, 1(61, 1076 

Miller, Private. {'‘Zlst Indiana,) M<‘nti<nu*d. 4.')(>, 1.51 

Miller, Private. (2d Batin. Mass. Cav.) M(‘iitiom-d. 37 

Miller, George W. Mentioned. 8 19 

Miller, H. H. 

Correvspondenco with 

Clark, Thomas S. ;>9 

Pemb(‘rtou, John C. 269, l(/23 

Mentioned. 269,279,2''5,(572,769, H)23, 1(I21. lti:J3, lo:!*' 

Reports of expedition to Poiichatoula, La., and hhiiiiiiNlie.s, Man li 21 31), 

1863 .2^(5-289 

Miller, John C. 

Correspondence wdth Daniel Ruggles. 777 

Mentioned. 

Miller, W. C. 

Correspondence with Franklin Gardner. 9^1 

Mentioned. 

Millett, J. H. 

Mentioned. HI 8i 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 1862. 86 
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Milliken's Bend, La. 

Airair at, An^nst 18, lfiC2. 2 

Expedition from, Decoinbcr 25-2G, 1862. Comniuuicatious from 

Elaiicliard, Albert G. 953 

ConHcni)t Bureau, C. 8 . A.‘ 934 

DaviH, JeilVrHOU. 953,984 

Sparrow, Edward. 953 

Taylor, Kichard. 933 

War D<‘partinent, C. S. 962,984 

Mills, Mr. Mentioiuid. 606 

Miltenberger, A., & Co. Mentioned. 542 

IMiltenberger, Ar. Mentioned. 542 

Milton, Fla. 

Expedition to, June 14-15, 1862. Eoimrts of 

Arnold, IjOwih (r. 108 

CuHNi<iy, Michael. 109 

llenherer, CharloH E. Ill 

ReconnaisKaneeH to, August 7-10,1862. (See Pmsacola, Fla. Reoonnais- 
HuntHH from^ 7-10, 1862.) 

Milton, John. M(‘ntion(‘d. 947 

Miner, W. J. Mentioned. 172 

Minor, William. M<‘niion<‘d. 455 

Minter, J. F. M(Mit ioiu'd. 825,968,973,1009,1074 

Mire, Camille. M(‘nti(Mied. 795,796 

Mississii^pi, G. S. S. Meu(i(uie<I. 42,735,753 

Mississippi, St(‘amer. M(‘iil joined. 137,458,486 

Mississippi, n. S. S. MiUilioiiiMl. 251, 

2.52,2,51,25.5,260,262,272-274,276,277,428,4(;i, 564,1025,1114,1115 

Mis 8 i.s.sippi. 

Martial law. 771,772,806 

Milit.'iry di'p.'irtiiKMits ('mhra( ing. 740,771,784,820 

Mililia. ('oiiiinuiiieations fioin Daniel I’uggles. 822 

<)pei.'itions in. (See 

Son them MisHiHsippi. 

\'u'hhhnr(j^ Minn,) 

Missi.ssipiji, Govoinoi of. (’oir<*.s]»ond<'n<*e witJi Daniel Ituggles.. 822 

Mishisnipjii Rivoi. 

Na\al (ipeiations on tin*. (’oininuniejil ions fiom 

Adjutant an<l In'»pe< loi (JeiKTal’s ()lliei\ D. S. A. 905 

AriMN Ileadijnarteis.-. 036,656 

Ihn kner, SB . 904 

IJntler, lieniainin V .5{i7,53H 

r.n 1 ;ii 4 nt, D . 1119 

(hudini, ri.iiiklin .l).56/.).5H/.).59,972,99<k 100 :^ 10 ;^ 

Hn^'jin-., ('. 6()2 

iVmlH-itnn. .h.hn (’. 9.55,9.57, 9.5H, 972, !()()(), 1029,1037 

I'oitei, \V. \V. b37 

Rn'ruh's, 1 laniel. ^^03 

Weit/el, .. b45 

Voiingl)I<KMl, J. W. 962 

(also 

Afinl D-Ma,\ 1, 1^1)2. Xnr Orlntm, La. Opnations against, arid cap- 
tnrv of. 

May 12-13, yalrhrz, Moss. Surrender of. 

lK-.)iily 27, 1S(;2. Vicksburg, Mm. Operations against and 
about. 
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lyQssissippi River—Continued. 

Naval operations on the. 

(See also 

July 27-Ang. 6. liafoti liouge. La. Operations about. 

Aug. Q, XSQ'Z. DonaldtiomiU(\ La. JJombardment of. 

10, 1802. Bayou SurUy La. Ajjair at. 

18, 1862. MiUikeids Bnul, La. Affair at. 

Fair riay, Steamer, ('aptare of the. 

23, 1862. Bayou Sara, La. Affair at. 

29, 1862. Port Hudsonj La. Enyafjrment bt tiveen U. S. S. Anglo- 
American and hatferien at. 

Sept. 7, 18(52. Port Budsony La. Engagrmvnt between V. S. S. Essex 
and batteries at. 

Nov. 27, 1862. Lone Star, Steamer. Capture of the. 

Jan. 20-July 4,1863. Vicksburgy Mm. Operations against and about. 

Feb. 3, 1863. Baker, Berwick Bay, and Moro, Steanurs. ('apture of, 
by the Queen of the IVest. 

24, 1863. Indianola, IT. S. S. Capture of. 

Mar. 7-27, 1863. Port Hudson, La. Optrations against and about.) 
Operations on west bank of the, Mar. 17, lfc(i3. 3^i‘port of T. \V. Parmele.. 266 
(See also report of Gardner, 3 )i>. 27r>,279.) 

Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—5after/es.- Brookhaven, h(l4, ML 105W, 1062; English’s, 

804.841.971, 1033, 1062; Pettus Plying, lh,7,'',79, 82, 70r»,H)I, 163:5; 

Seven Stars, 409, 804, 843, 9;i4, 1632, 1661. Regiments: Ist,' 6, II, i:>, 16, 

278; {Batteries), A, 7, 169; B, 1032,1061 ; F, 811, 6:;3, 16:52, 

1061; H, 176,177, 17h, 804; K, 9;5r>, 10:12, 1061. 

Cavalry—Pa«ay/o/?s; Garland’s, 2.-9,841,916,971, Hr,;:;, 166,2; Hughef;,2-6, 

841.949.971, 103:1,1062,1076; McLauiin’b, I6r>2. Companies: Black¬ 
burn’s, 801; Cage’s, 1033,1662,1076; McLauiin’s,-61 ; Noininii’i., -II, 

949,1033,1002; Rhodes’, 919,971,10:53, 1662; Stockdale’s, I •'9, -11, 

940, 1033, 1062, 1076; Terrell's, :;6, I.-9, MI, 919, 16:5,5, K/Cj. Rvgimvnts 
1st, 291,400,401,949,103:5,1(K52; 28th, 7, 1,’., 19,7..1. 

Infantry— Battalions: 6th, 7,11, l^. Compan/os: Lewis', -i 1 1, -11,'i, i n:*,::, 

1062. Regiments: 1st, 9:53, 10.52,1661 ; 3cl, 11, 1-, 7.19; ‘llh, -il ; GLh, I 
1005,1033; 15th, IH, 7h, hi, h2, KI, 10:5:5; 22d, I7-2,-:5, 9J, I<i.,; 31h1, 

18,78.82,84, 8.3,88, h9; 39th, IH, 93,9:53,16:52, lutll, 1126. 

Mississippi and East Louisiana, Department of. (('onrcOt'i.iti'.; 

Constituted, and limits <U‘Iin(Ml. ^20 

Orders, General, senes 1862: No. 1, 827; No. 3, -0^ 

Pemberton, John C., assigned to, and assemes, eomm.ind. n2U, ^^27 

Subdivisions of. 

First District. 

Constituted, and limits delined. H40 

Ruggles, Daniel, assi^iuMl to (Command. 840 

Second District. 

Constituted, and limits defined. H40 

Smith, M. L., ashi;L;ned to eojninand. MU 

Third District. 

Beall, W. N. B., assijj'ned to command. rlO 

Constituted, and limits (letined. MO 

Confederate troops in. Oigaiii/atioii, strength, etc. (See Port 
Hudson, La.) 

* Batteries designated vlion practicable. 
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Mississippi and East Louisiana, Department of. (Confederate, )—Coiit’d. 

ISubdivisions of. 

Third District. 

(')nlcrs, (t<‘ncr:il, series 18(511: No. 5, 934. 

Onlcrs, Special, senes 18(13: No. 17, 948; No. 98,1037; No. 123, 

1070; No. 125, 1071; No. 128, 1070. 

Mississippi, District of tlie. ((.’onfederate.} 

Confederate trooji.s in. Organization, strength, etc., July 31, 1862. 792 

Constituted, and limits delined. 771 

l)<‘Hignated Departm(‘nt of Mississippi and East Louisiana. 820 

Oi*d<‘i\s, (hmeral, series 1^1)2: No. 2, 805. 

Eus^jxles, (Jeorjuje I)., iissionod to command of. 800 

Van Dorn, Karl, assi^Tned to command of. 771 

Missouri Troops. M(‘ntione<I. (Confederate.) 

.Artillei'.v, Li^^hl— Battencs: 1st {Hleilnoc), lOlj:}, 1062. 

Infantry— Regiments: let, IS. 

Mitauk, Mr. Mentioned. 989 

Mitchell, Alfred. Mentiomsl. 132 

Mitchell, Henry. Mentioned. 499 

Mittnnck, Fr. Mentioned. 925 

Mobile, (’. S. S. Menthmed. 175,750,860,868 

Mobile, Ala. 

Alfairsat. (’oiiniiiiniealions Irom 

Adjutant and Inspeeloi (huuu'al’s Oflice, C. 8. A. 835 

1 )a\ .h-llerseu. 847 

r<»ine>, .L.lin II. 833 

ImttH‘1, Ned. 833 

1‘emhertou, J(»lin <’. 834,839,842 

ai I )ej»ai (luenl, S. 874 

l»ri'»ad* o''»ani/,it ion ol tiiM>j»s at . 971 

I)»'len‘i<'( oi‘, 

< 'oti.innmeal ecu fioiu 

\ la!).im.i, Co\( I iior of.-. 888, lC7i> 

Ih anrr-r.iid, < 1.'r . 783 

IlueUiici, '^inwni !5 . 9<>4 

I p.irt mm mI , (S \. 11)18 

L<;nllnllii, l>m\ille .8(17,1M)3, 1010,1014, 10*29,1080 

M<0n!c, \la , ('iMinnil t<*i* of Safely. 8K) 

Wai DepnlMient, (' ^ 898,90*2,1077 

SI,< 1 < Ik M (it oil 1 1 M( t KOI . |ii KpoMcd |(U \labaina Ivi\er. 10*20 

M 11' 1 il law (’iiiniiiiin K il iiit.rimnAdjl and liisp. < b•n.^s ('. S. A K'')9 

lit ( ntdi ( • rncnl s (iM ('iMMiminKMl ions b<»rri Snnon It. Itnekner. lOTO 

.•-..Kl.h. hn . 9:;7,938,<)71 

Moijib 1 , C^nnimttec of .S.if<*ty of. <’oi leHjxindeiice i(Ii Alabama, (!ov- 

( 1 IKM i)| ., .. . ^89 

Moio« , n V/. Mill I Killed . . 7 .i3 

MOIS*', T. 3 MeiltKilKMl . .S‘^'), h()0, )-(i7 

Moliiiei'.::, Fidw.ud Ij MinlunKMl . ‘ 20 ( 1 ,(>*2(1, 714 

MottiiiH.n, 1.. S S MentioiKd . 515 

MonoiKMliela. ( . S. S. Md.tKined . *251,2.52,2(;2,273,274,27^), 1009 

Moiiioo, ('() .-iw .III). Menlnnicd . 908 

Mont C. .Mentioned.-. 

MoutobtJIo, sbiji. Mentioned. b72) 

Moiitfoit, Benito. M<nti(»ned. 1105,1107 

Montgomexy, K.S. S. M<‘ntiomsd.-. 522 
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Montgomery, -. Mentioned...-. 1017,1079,1132 

Montgomery, J. E. Mentioned. 7(13,7<>r», 760 

Montgomery, Jonathan. Mentioned. 540 

Montgomery, Peter D. Mentioned. 284 

Montgomery & Hall. Mentioned. 541 

Montgomery & White. Mentioned. 541 

Montreuil, Auguste. Mentioned . 472 

Moore, Sergeant. Mentioned . 999 

Moore, Benjamin Gr. Mentioned. 1123 

Moore, B. P. Mentioned.. . Hi, 89 

Moore, J. Mentioned.-. 149 

Moore, J. C. Mentioned. 1033 

Moore, Thomas O. Mentioned. 299, 


424,502,503,556-558,735,740,775,79(;, 807, «22, H24,890,910,1081 
(For correspondence, etc., see Louisiana, Governor of.) 


Moore, Webster P. Mentioned. 

Moore, William J. Mentioned.. 

Moore & Browder. Mentioned 

Morelle,-. Mentioned. 

Moreno, Francesco. Mentioned 
Morey, Benjamin P. Mentioned 

Morgan, C. S. S. Mentioned. 

Morgan, Elizabeth. Mentioned. 

Morgan, George W. Mentioned 
Morgan, Harriet. Ment ioned ... 

Morgan, John H. Mentioned.,. 

Morgan, Joseph S. Mentioned . 

Morgan, Mary M. Mentioned.. 

Morgan, Rachel. Mentioned ... 

Morgan, Sajrah. Mentioned. 

Morning Light, Steamer. Mentioned. 137,2(»(), 379,: 

Morning Light, U. S. Sliip. Mentioned. 

Moro, Steamer. 

Capture of, hy tlio Queen of the West, February 3, . 

Meutioned. 

Morris, Henry W. 

Correspondence with 

Fox, Steamer, Captain of. 

Roe, F. A. 

Mentioned. i:;;{, i pj, v:,-, ikik. 

Morris, Josephus. Mentioned. 

Morrison, Arthur. Mentioned. 2 

Morrison, J. H. 

Correspondence with John C. Teniberton. 

Mentioned.. 


332,:}39 
()5B 
. 541 

. 453 

. 1036 

. 

, 117 

. 540 

. 555 

510 
799 
6(19 
.540 
.510 
.510 
‘.79, 110*1 
225 


3 

7.>.. 


:>(;2 

..I’.2, 

1. d, b.c. 

2. ;o, :.71 


(For correspondence as Aide-de-Cainp, see John (\ I*tmhnlon. > 


Morse, Joshua C. Mentioned. i;;2 

Morton, Charles B. Mentioned. 2.5C.,o:il 

Morton, John E. 

Mentioned. 331-3,3.6, 3IT,712 

Report of engagement at Fort Bislaiul, La., April 12-13., 1,-63. 3,3,6 

Moss, B. Mentioned. 510 

Mott, Mr. Mentioned. Hi5 

Moniker, J. E. Correspondence with Daniel Ruggles. 775 
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Mound City, U. S. S. Mentioned.. I 59 

Mouton, Alexander. Mont ioiu'd. 3 H 

Mouton, Alfred. 

M(‘nti()ne<l. KIT, 174,175,30;^, 332,345,389,390, 

07t;, (*> 77 . (J80, 827 , 855,859,800,1081,1090-1092,1094,1105 

lieportH of 

La Koarelic 1 )iHt.rict, La. OporatioiiR in, October 24-Novcmber 6,1862. 176 

\V(‘.sl, Lonihiana. Campaign in, April 11-19,1863. 396 

Mouton, J. S. Ab'iitioiied. 400 

Mouwa, -. JMeiitioiied. 154,157 

Moye, Charles. M(‘iitione<l. 682,683 

Moye & Brother. Mentioned... 0a5 

Mullen, R. W. Mentioned. 71 

Muller,-. Mentioned. 686 

Muller, Henry. M<‘iifioned. 682 

Mullet, Lieut<‘nant,. Mentioned. 396,397 

MuUett, Thomas. 

C‘<)rres})on(Ienee wilii Daniel 789 

M(uition(‘(l. 779 

Mulvey, William. Mentioned. 357 

Mumford, Frank, St<*ainer. Mcuitioned. 1102 

Mumford, William B. 

I0\(‘e7^tion of. (’oiiiinuni<-at 10 ns troiii Henjaniin E. Butler. 469 

(Se(^ jn'orhnnalinti'i of (lorvrnor (f pp. 504-510; of Jejferson 

Jhiris^ p, 901 ;; Stoutou to ItHiler, ]). 465; Moore to Davis, p. 753.) 

Merit ioia‘(l. 465,469,4HR,509,753,754,906 

Munitions of War. 

K':})oi t lit ion of. ('onununH'alions from 

Ai’iiiy 1 Irailijiiai’tei’s. C36 

liaiiks, Natliaiiiel I‘. 643,1101 

{S<‘e .also r>nnh» to llallarh, ]>]>. 618,1099.) 

Supplies of ('oiiiiMUnicattoiH lioin 

Aix'i’l, \\ ilh.iia S. 64S 

Anns Hraihjiiai Iers. 671,702 

Arnold, bb.’haid . 649,650 

r.aiid, S M . 106.1,1075 

LaiiUs. N;ilh.iiiM‘l I‘. 688,693,718,719 

Lee, II. I’. 923,1004 

fll.uudiaid, AlUeil (i . 790 

Biaim.'in, .1. M . 458 

Luchol, \ . 923,924 

l‘.ulUl(‘\. (Mi.ules S. 652 

IIiii'M .loliM I> .-. 1065 

JliilNi, 15'ii|aiiim 1'’ . 458, .513,514, .525 

('h.itidh 1 ..I ({ . 1101 

,.lr(lci,(in .-...—____ 758,76/, 920 

(i.iidini, ri.iiiMiM. 985, lOlh, 1037 

IloliiH*.,.'I iu'oplnIlls II. 922,9/2 

Iliibh^ll,.! . 1365 

Loin nMim, < Jov t‘i noi of. "^^>0 


Lo\( 11, M.'iii^lield ... '’•3 

MaijiudM', .bdiii i;. 884,894,80.5,897,900,952,1004 

Mobile, Ala., (’oinniillec* of Safety. 

tli'driaiiee Department, C. S. A . 876,878,922 
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Munition? of War—Continued. 

Supplies of. Communications from 


Pemberton, John C. lihil, lOrM, 1070 

Quartermastcr-GeneraPa Office, U. S. A. <»01, W7ii, lOOti 

Robinson, Ilarai. lio;'> 

Russell, Charles. h)72 

Taylor, Richard. 1021 

Texas, Governor of. HOO 

War Department, C. S.7(U), 70'^,7<)l), *'<H, '•HiI, 10:V) 

Washington, T. A. i 0*28 

Willis, Ed-^'erd H. 000 


(See also Banks to Sherman, }>. 70?,; Banks to Halhck, p. liK)p. Bnjnn'tjunl 
to Lovellf p. 746 ; Bee to ^Inderson, p. ; !*(<' to Biohm >on, ]*]>. 

1013, 1024; Bee to Magruflrr, p. 070; Butler to Slunlor, pp. 417, 
502; Carleton to p. 500; CarJeion to p. (M : f’arl4(on 

to Creel, p.708; Davis to Moore, p. 7"-r»; Berffusson 1o // * >/, pj). 1, 
682; Ilalleck to Banks, ]). 702; Lnntf to LortU, p. 756; LonU to 
Beaurefjard, p. 741 ; Lovtll to Baris, ]>. 740; Lov*U to Moto'r, p. 7:’.0; 
Lnekatt to Dickinson, ]>. 060 ; Maekej/ to ,Iohnstt>n, ]». M)r>; Matfruttrr 
to Cooper, p. 1031); Moore to Baris, p. 717; .}foore to Bandol^th, p. 
773; OlirUr to Quinton, ]}. i)7\; PewlMrion Itt Taiflov pp. ‘-i>, 'X>\; 
Indoreemcntof llandolph, ]>. 775; Seddon to Maui\*i, Snu'h 

to/ririw,}). 709; Sihleu to Ilolmis, p. 010; Srnith Sr irrjf, p. lo;2; 
Smith to Taylor, \). lijHl ; 'I’aytor to Pimho'ton, ji. l\n(Jt)r to 

p. KIH; U'esi to Feryusson, ]>. (>35 ; fnhh to Torntt\ pp. 0.>.>, 


1017; reports of (\irr, pp. 1022,1043, 1061.) 

Muxphey, V. S. MeriliontMl.*. 106,s 

Murphy, Comelins, Mentioned. :;."i7 

Murphy, Mathew. Mentioned... 615 

Murray, Acting Assistant Surgeon. Meiaion<‘d. tii:i 

Murray, Benjamin B., jr. Montioiied. Ill 

Murrell, John W. Mentione<l. lotlj) 

Music, C. S. S. Mentioned. 31.4(i 

Myers, A. C. 

CorroRpondenc© wdth David K, Twiggs. . ,»in>, 5iii 

Mentioned. .<ii ju-j- 

(For correspondence, et<*.,Heo also f th f I t 

Myers, J. J. Mentioned. . . . “•* p 

Myers, John T. Mentioned. 

Myers, T. J. MentioncMl. lu; ' 

Napoleon, Louia Mention<‘d. 427, l-n I'l,... i, .. i, .7 ‘t-n, i-mh 

Nassau, Steamer. Mentioned. . », ||i(‘j 

Natchez, Steamer. Menti<»ned. . 

Natchez, Miss. Siinviider of, May 12-13, (’omnmnieai kui , tin i> 

Beauregard, G. T. . 

Dahlgron, C. G. . - f, 

Navarro, A. Mentione<l. _ - ,j 

Navy, C. S. Co-oja-rat ion with Arnn. i S4*e 


May 18-Jnly 27, 1S62. Viekshuni. Operations aoain.^t and ahim\ 

Juno 20, 1862. jinu, Steamer. Captun of, 

July 27-Aug. 6, 1862. Baton Bomu, La. (Operation', ahout. 

Nov. 1-6, 1SG2. B<rwick Bay, La. Barat optraltom oo. 

Jan. I, 1H()3. (ialreston. Ter. Bieaptuie of, by ('ouudirott tou* . 

21, 1863. Sabine Pass, Tex. Attack on bhukaditiy liUtdrim o* 
Mar. 7-27,1863. Port Hudson, La. Operations ayainst and about.) 
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Page. 


Navy, U. S. Co-operatiou with Army. Communications from 


Jjutlt‘r, F. 547,548 

Writzi*!, (JodiVcy. 450 

:iIho 


May lH-.lulyi27, IHIW. Vicknhunj, Mm. Oj}eraiion8 against and ahouL 
Jiin«‘M-ir>, IHiJxi. Milton^ Expedition io, 

July ‘J7-An*r. 0, liafon Ilouge^ La. Operations ahoat. 

lo-lT), lHO-2. JUiHH iVanahao and Eonchafonla, La. Expedition to. 

Oct. 24“Nov. r,, La Eonrchi JHsfrict, La. Operations in. 

Nov. l-(>, IHO'2. lin'wirk Jiatfj La. y^aval operations on. 

Dot*. —, llhumu-r^ iSUamcr. Capture of, 

17, lUiton Iiougej La. Affair near. 

2!l, hSJJ. IHatineminc^ La. Affair near. 

;’) 1 , J*laipicminej La. Affairs at. 

Jan. 1, dalrvi^lonf lex. Itecapiure of^hg Confederate forces. 

11, h'-d:?. liagou Teche, La, Engagement at. 

1‘Vl). 12-1 Aichafalaga Liver and JUigon Piaguemine, La. Opera¬ 

tions on. 

^lar. 7-21, Eort Hudson^ La. Operations against and ahout. 

\r>, Diana, 1. tS. A. Capture of. 

Aj»r. 0-Ma,\ 11, West Louisiana. Operations in. 

May 21-July Port Hudson. La. t^iegeqf. 

Also Itauhs to llotahird, p- 710; Hanks to /y«7/6'cA*, pp. 013, C1B,()G1,1104, 
11(1.7; Hauls to Liueotuj 1O00; liutler to AVto/ow, p. 447; Bailer to 
IWtih , p. 70*^; Hoe to Morris, }>. 508; Farragut to Irwin, p. 659; 
Hat It >1 to Hauls, p. 500; WYWzel to Hanks, p. 037; Weitzel to 


Inein, ]>. 055. 

Also Missisapin IHrer. .\aral operations on the.) 

Navy Dvpiii tmeiit, C. S. Coricspondonoc wiili 

I >,1 \ IS, son ... 959 

War Pcpai (uoMil, S. 1030 

Navy Dtjpaitmfjiit, IT. S. (’<frro.s|>oiid<*ii<*o willi 

IJiitNu, r»<‘iij,iniin 1-' 508,509 

(’aiio, III., Smior .Na V al <)lln*or at. 517 

D.jvi., (’. II . 517 

I'an.i-ut, D.t; 517,527,583 

Massiichnscl Is, < lovci noi ol'... 412,413 

JNn U*i, I >a\ id I> . 401 

War 1 )rpai t iin-iil, I'. S . 527,530,533 

Neafie, SIcaiiici M«*nlioin'd. 1102 

Neal, Benjamin F. 

Mont ioimmI. 404,851,909,910 

hN‘|)<)i1 ot aflaii at Saint Jo.snpli’.s Iwland, I\ix., May 3, 1803. 405 

Negroes. 

Kinploynicnt of, a.s lahorcrs. (S<mi Hlarts and Hlave Propei'ty.) 

I'rcn 111 Louisiana. 

Called on to enlist in H. S. serviei^. 550,557 

Militia or;;ani/al ion. Native Guanln. 550,557 

lieiTiiitriieril, oif^ani/ation, etc., of. (S(‘r ('olored Troops.) 

Neill, John A. Mentioned. 191 

Nelson,-. Meiitioneil. 080 

Nelson, Mr. M«‘ntioiie<l. 1'77 

Nelson, John A. .Mentioned. 256 

Nelson, S. O., 8c. Co. Mentioned. ^41 

77 II U—VOL XV 
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Neptune, C. S. S. Mentioned....— 5^12,213,215-217,908,974 

Netherlands Consulate. Seizure of specie concealed in. 422,471 

Nettles, T.D. Mentioned. 389,390 

Nettleton, Edward P. Mentioned. 350 

Neville, John. Mentioned. 338 

New Brunswick, Steamer. Mentioned .-. 608,1102 

New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments: 7th, 458 j 8th, 168,169,172,173,234,237,310,330,332, 
339-342,525,628,634,713; 15th, 628,646,649,713; 16th, 628,634, r>49,713. 

New Iberia, La. Destruction of salt-works near, April 18, 1863. Report of 

William K. Kimball. 382 

New London, U. S. S. Mentioned. Ill, 139,403,461,564,637,638,787 

New Mexico. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from James H. Carleton. 576, 

578,665,666,660,72;i, 724 

Operations in. Communications from 

Caniffe, H.J. 606 

Carleton, James H. 574,507,500,736 

Diffendorfer, Mr. 509 

Eigg, Edwin A. 598 

Smith, E. Kirby. 1036 

West, Joseph R. 508,605,720,721 

Willis, Edward B. 606 

(See also 

Oct. 0-JfcTov. 25, 1862. Fori Union, X Mesc, Expedition froui, to th$ 
Canadian Fiver and Utah Creek, X. Afex, 

Jan. 4-May 8,1863. Indians taXmr Alexico. Operations arjainst.) 

Proposed expedition to. Communications from S. M. Baird. UM>4,1075 

Re-enforcements for. Commiinications from 

Army Ileadquarters. 604 

Carleton, James U. 604, <;or), 666 

New Mexico, Secretary and Acting Governor of. 641 

State Department, U. S. 641 

New Mexico, Department of. ((Inion.) 

Orders, General, scries 1862: No. 85, 574. 

Orders, General, scries 1863: No. 3, 227. 

Union troox)8 in. Organization, slrcngth, etc. 

September 30, 1HG2. 574 

May 10, 1863. 72. ► 

New Mexico, Secretary and Acting Governoi of Corn pom’* two \>itb 

Carleton, James II. 665 

State Department, U. S. 641 

New Mexico Troops. JMentioned. 

Cavalry—/Jeigf/me/?*; 1st, 229,2:i0,574, .576,5H), 721,72,5. 

New Orleans, Steamer. Mentioned. ll<r« 

New Orleans, La. 

Affairs at. Communications from Ibmjamin F. Ibitler. 11::, 477 

(Sec also Hatter to iSianlon, p. 422 .) 

Apprehended attack on. (See liiiihr to Ilallrck, p. 55.'); Jiuiler In iStanton, 
pp. 552, .558,559.) 

Defenses of. Comirninicatioiis from 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 703 

Sherman, Thomas W. (IC:;, 696,699 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 400 
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New Orleans, La.—Continued. 

Disarming? citizens and residimts of. Communications from Benjamin F. 


Butler. 5491 , 

Expedition (proposed) for recapture of. Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs OjOice, C. S. A.810,830 ^ 

Boaure^iird, G. T. 793,799 • 

linger, John M. 792 

Kuggles, Daniel. 806,807,817 

War Department, C. S. 840 

Freedom and hospitality of city of, to French naval fleet. Action of City- 

Council rcTorsed. 427 

Funds rt*(*<)ven‘(l fnnn Louis H. Pilid turned over to treasurer of. 563 - 

May 1(), 1 HG 2 . ObH**rviinco of, as day of fasting and prayer, forbidden .... 426^ 

Operations against, and capture of, April 18-May 1, 1862.* Communica¬ 
tions from 

Barnard, J. ({... 41 '^ 

Butler, Benjamin F. 547 

Porter, 1). D. 4(51 


(See also liiitUr to Stanton, p. 447; Porter to Putler, p. 660; Stanton to 
Jtutler, p. 471.) 

Port of. Opening of. (See Htitler to Stanton, p. 422.) 

Provisions for the poor and <l<‘stitiite. (See Gulf, JJepartmont of the.) 


Sanitary regulations, etc. (J<»inmunicatioiis from 

Huth‘i, Heiijamin F. 452 

Smith, liolxnt K.-... 445 

Shennan, 'riioiiias \V., assumes eo«nmaud of di'fcnses of. 3,713 

Supiihe.-i lor. (Iseo Pro<‘lumation, Governor of Louisiana, pp. 504-510.) 

“Women oni« i ’’of Ihiller. 426 

Now Oilo.iJis, Lii., Adniinifltrators of Charity Hospital of. Correspond- 

eti<e villi la ujamin F. Bulb*!’. 512 

New OxhMiih Banks. 

(hnrelics of. Oidci i goM^riiing issue of. 420,437,431* 

FuimI*. of, (i.iii .mifliMl to (lie 'l’iea.sury of the United States. 491 

Sci/un or<()ni oi, oubicd 1),\ (iovoriior of liouisiana. 750,751,753,75.5 


Sii.mn of luicli m, beloio'iag to Static of ijoinsiaiia. (Seo Jiutter to Sfan- 
tou, p. .»0 t.} 

Sp<*<-ic Ik Io'i pii in, ( SiiMriMinication > fimii 

Blit 1< I, l»< iipiiMiii !’ . 503 

\\ .ir la p 11 (:ii« si, I . l\ . Gilt 

SlafiiiUii. ot MCidii loji oi, moutIil>, Ma} to J 11 ly 21, JS62, ordered. 52( 

(Si‘c al I 

Ilanlc of Loumana, 

Panic.) 

New Oiloaiii., Ti , C.ty Council of. 


('onr ipiiiHli I M s. illi 13 iij.imiu F. Ihitler. 

Ih-soliji nm ! ijf I'iimIoiii .imi Iiospilahty of city tendered to the Fronoli 

ll.i\ .ll lit rt . 42rf 

Now Oilo.LJi;; Cily P.iiliu.id Company. Order of Banks. 025 

New Oihaiin, Tui., City Tioasunu'of. Correspondence with B. P\ Butler... 503 
Now Oi loaiiii Daily Picayune, Ddltorn of. Correspondence with B. F. Butler. 525 
Now Oileans. La., Mayor and City Council of. Correspondence with Ih 

I’. Bulb .. 

Newsboy, St^Miiwr. .Miuititmcd. 

* Iiu lu(I»- i iM.riib.iidiix lit anil captuio of Forts Jackson and Saint Philip. 


427 

800 
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l^Tewspapers. 

Action of Butler. (See respective papers.) 

Ref^ulations, etc. 772 

Newton, Prank. Mentioned. 47y 

Newtown, La. Skirmish at, April 16,1803. (Soo Jrehf £oiii.si({/ia. i'umpahjn 
April ^May 14, 1863.) 

New TTlm, Tex., Citizens of.’ Charges preferred hy, agaiii.st D. U. Stom*. 

Communications from P. Hardeman. 0^9 

■Report of William J. Wheeler. ihO 

New York Troops. Mentioned. 

Artilleiy— Batteries: 18th, 256, 25S 

651, 713, n06; 21st, 651,713; 25th/r»l-‘>33, r»rd, f.T:*., 713 ; 26th, f.5l. 713. 
Cavalry— Regiments: 14th, 617,713. 

Infantry— Regiments: 6th, 109-111, 1*16, 371,373,Ii7-1, :’>77-3^I, 

570,626,627,714, 8*26; 75th, 159, 16&, lti9, 172, 174, 234-236, :il9, 321, 

645,712; 90th, 714; 91st, 12S, 310,372-374, 3.7-. 3-(», 571), t:27, 61.5, Til; 
noth, 330, G28, 634, 713., 1009; 114th, 319, 3.21, 62 -, 631, 61.5, (ii7. 712; 
116th, 712; 128th, 406, 62'^, 616, 713; 131st, 319,3.77, 3-it,3.-1. fr.N627, 
714,1110; 133d, 257, 319, 330, 3,:)2, 3,39-312, 627 , 631, 713; 155th. 615; 
156th, 319, 330, 33>2, 346, 347, 3*19, 351-353, 6l)r\ 609, 6.2-. i).: 1,711; 159th, 

256, 319, 366, 38:1-385, 6*26, 627, 700,714; 160 th, 231,2:‘.6., 3.19, rrj-. «;i.5. 616.. 

712; 161st, 410, 627, 045, 712; 162d, 192-199, 256., 299, :V3.il, 3..53., 6.2-, 

634, 655,713; 164th, 645; 165th, 259,2.'-l-2'-5, 6.2-, 6l6., 7!::; 170th, 6.1.,; 

173d, 256,257,319,330-‘3;i2, :i;)9-;'> M, 627,6:M, 713; 174th, 2.57,2< ‘.6, 267, 1H *. 

628, 634, 712; 175th, 256, 319, 330-:V.‘,*2, 316-3.4-, :i55-3.57 , 6.45,71 1: 176th. 

714 ; 177th, 282, 628, 640, 713; 182d, 645. 

Niblett's Bluff, La. Expedition to. May 26h-20, 1?6):;. nport uf ll //' tim 

JJ. Emory, p. 333.) 

Nichols, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned. 217 

Nichols, E. B. 

Correspondence with 

Debray, X.B. 9.57 

Magruder, John B. 9.57 

M^^utioiied. ■ -3.- 

Nicbols. Ed. T. 


CoiTcspondence with Rodney, Mih.s., City autborities of. 17.5 

Mentioned. t''.5 

Nickerson, Frank S. 

CorrcRpondence with 0. W. Trask. r.71 

Mentioned. 43, ,5t;, .57, l> 1. 72, 2.59,2*^1,2-2, 4(f6, 6,16,713, 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., Aiigu-,1 5,1H‘.2. 6.9 

Nieto, Colonel. Mentioned. iW-i 

Nims, Ormand F. 

Mentioned. 36.2. 6.5(», 711 


Report of campaign in West Louisiana, A]>nl 9-May 14,1-6.3 . :;6G 

Nina Simms, Steamer. Mentioned. lOH 

Nixon, J. O. Mention(‘d. pjl 

Nixon & Co. Mentioned. ;,j.j 

Noblet, Francis W. Mentioned. 4.5, 6 m r,... 7 .:. 7.5 

Noequet, James. Mentioned. -m,- l 

Nolan, Mat. jMentioiied. 

Norcross, Frederick M. Mentioned. 2 M, 11,61 

Norman, H. T. MentiomHl. 111,-19 

Norman, J. M. Menti(.ned. KHj.j 
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Norris, Hardmaa P. .Mciituuic.l. 128,331,335,337,340,343 

North Carolina Troops. 

h\i^iU\\Yy--Regiments: 42 cl, 57 th, 704 . 

North Louisiana, Militia District of. (Confederate.) 

Constituted, and limits deliiuMl. ^ 0 ^ 

Vick, Thomas E., assigned to cominarid. 9 Q 5 

Northern Virginia, Army of. Richard Taylor detached from command.of 

Second Louisiana Brijijadc. 

Norton, C’aptain. Mentioned. 390 

Nott, Chailes C. Mentiont'd. 

Nuevo. Leon, and Coahuila, Mea:., Governor of. Correspondence with John 

It. Magrnder. 1067 

Nugent, Richard, & Co. Mentioned. 54 ^ 

No. 1, C. S. Laiiiieh. Mention<‘d. 135 

No. 3, r. S, (hnihoat. M<'nti<»iU'd. 193,776 

Nos. 291, 292. 293, 294, C. S. v^^teamers. Mentioned. 981 

Nutt, L. M. Minlioned. >773 


Nutting, George G, .Meuitoned. 319,348,355 

Oaths of Allegiance and Neutrality. 479,483,484,491,41)2,497,498 516,553,557 

O'Baiinoii, A. B. Meiit ihihmI . 917,918 

O’Biyan, Daniel. MenimuMl. 773 

O'Diyan. G W. M( n(i(»itc(l. 144,239 

OchilUee, Thomas P. .Meuiioned. ;^96 

Octoxai.i, \ . S. .M‘ nhoiKMl... 464,517 

Odem. W. Mcnlioiud . ir )7 

Odium, Piedciick H. M<nlioiied. ;238 

O'DonnelJ, Thoma.'j. Mujliourd. ‘^40 

Ogden, r, N .Mcnl mukmI.10,463 


Ogden, H. D. 1MHI<1<II< sm( !i ,Iaiiu‘H M. Ihitnani. 

Oglesbuiy, CUaih s. M« nin>n« <1. 


Old Rlvei, Jj.i 
Oliviei, J G. M 
Olivit‘ 1 , L. 

( 'll! 1 I IMIIHI' II 

Ml lit MMK <I 

O’MtMlIn n 11 
Oneida. \ ^ 


M.mm ii .It, 1 ilmi.ir.N 10, 1HJ3 , 
M< III Hii'i <i . 


.Ml m( mill <l 
.Ml lit milt il 


Op<‘luus<n> Ij.i < )< I iiji.it him. Ill, )>\ riiioii loMM's, Apiil'iO 
i nil I i iintiiun}n if, April 1 h 

I’Ml' ,1'! M * I !' Dwj-lit, U’’illi,un, ji. 

I 1 I M II ' I ( ilOM I, ('ii\ K r. 

I ii 11 I 1 e 111 ’N 1 loll ihmW, It M 

' I \ 'ill n ImmiImH, \V K. 


t^i'iinloii. 974 

. 973 

. 33,34,40, 128 

1, )»\ riiioii loMM's, Apiil 20, Is(;3 (S«M' WiSt Lou- 


IlrporlH of 

Moiitoii, .AIIi(‘<i 
Nmmh, Oi tii.nid F 
Smilli, i'l Kiib\. 
'r.i; loi, liii'li.inl ) 


Opelous.' ,, Ij.i Comm Hiding OffietT of C. S. Foices at. CorrespoiidiHieo 


* ’"dll I’ll 11 i.Miiiit !•'. Itiilli-r. 5.54 

Opfloim.ifj aiKl Bif.iu;: Biid" 0 , La. ICxpedilion tOjApiil 17-21, 1H)3. Re- 

pull III \. I'tiwii <il,ill\\a>. 313 

Oidll,nice Depaitmont, C. S. A. Corrchpondenee with 

I.iiLnuM'i I II p.u ttill III, <S. .V. 870-^78 

W.i: lit o.iituiiMit, C. S. b7l),922 

Orota, MtMim i Mt'utmned. 661 

Orleans Parish, La. Riojierty in, ex<*<*i)ted from oiicration of sequestration 

Older. 

Orr, J. A. Meal loiiiMi . 18 

Osgood, Charles, StcanitH’. Mentioned. ^>14 
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I^ewspapers. 

Action of Butler. (See respective papers.) 

Regulations, etc. 772 

Newton, Frank. Mentioned. 47S 

Newtown, La. Skirmish at, April 16,1863. (See TTest Louisiana. Campaigning 
April 9-May 14, 1863.) 

New XJlm, Tex., Citizens of. Charges preferred by, against R. H. Stone. 

Communications from P. Hardeman. 939 

■Report of William J. Wheeler. 939 

New York Troops. Mentioned. 


Artillery—Raffer/es; 18th, 256, 258, 319-32.3, 329-331,335,338,340,02>^, 650, 
651,713,1106 ; 21st, 651,713; 25th, 231-233,651,673,713 ; 26th, 651.713. 
Cavalry— Regiments : 14th, 647,713. 

Infantry— Regiments : 6th, 109-111, 126, 288,358, 370, 371,373,374, 377-381, 
570,026,627,714, 826 ; 75th, 159, 168, 169, 172, 174, 234-236, 319, 324, 628, 
645.712 ; 90th, 714; 91st, 128, 319,372-374, 378,380, 570, 627, 645, 714; 
noth, 330, 628, 634, 713, 1009; 114th, 319, 324, 628, 634, 645, 647, 712; 
116th, 712; 128th, 406, 628, 646, 713; 131st, 319,377, 380, 381, 626, 627, 
714,1119; 133d, 257, 319, 330, 332,339-342, 627, 634, 713; 155th, 645; 
156th, 319, 330,332, 346, 347, 349, 351-353, 608, 609, 628, 634, 714; 159th, 
256, 319 , 366, 3S3-3a5, 626, 627, 709,714; 160th, 234,236, 319, 628, 645, 646, 
712 ; 161st, 410, 627, 645, 712; 162d, 192-199, 256, 299, 330, 338, 353, 628, 
634,655,713; 164th, 645; 165th, 259,281-285, 628, 646, 713; 170th, 645; 
173d, 256,257,319,330-332,339-344,627,634,713; 174th, 257,266,267, 410, 
628, 634, 712; 175th, 256, 319, 330-332, 346-348, 355-357, 645,714 ; 176th, 
714; 177th, 282, 628, 646, 713; 182d, 645. 

Niblett’s BluS; La. Expedition to, May 26-29, 1863. (See report of William 


E. Emory, p. 333.) 

Nichols, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned. 217 

Nichols, H. B. 

Correspondence -with 

Debray, X.B. 957 

Magruder, John B. 957 

Mputioued. * 838 

Nichols. Ed. T. 

Correspondence with Rodney, Miss., City authorities of. 475 

Mentioned. 485 

Nickerson, Prank S. 

Correspondence with 0. W. Trask. 671 

Mentioned. 43,56,57,64.72,259,281,282,406,646,713 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5,1862. 69 

Nieto, Colonel. Mentioned. 688 

Nims, Ormand F. 

Mentioned. 362,650,714 

Report of campaign in West Louisiana, April 9-May 14,1863 . 365 

Nina Simms, Steamer. Mentioned. 1018 

Nixon, J. O. Mentioned. 421 

Nixon 8e. Co. Mentioned. 542 

Noblet, Francis W. Mentioned. 45,60,65,73,75 

Nocquet, James. Mentioned. 80,81 

Nolan, Mat. Mentioned. 239 

Norcross, Frederick M. Mentioned... 20,44,61 

Norman, H. T. ^Mentioned. 10 S49 

Norman, J. M. Mentioned. 1062 
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Norris, Hardman P. Meutioned. 128,331,335,307,340‘‘34*5 

North Carolina Troops. Meutioned. 

InfantTj—Regi/nenfs: 42d, 57th, 794. 

North Louisiana, IVIilitia District of. (Confederate.) 

Constituted, and limits defined. 

Vick, Thomas E., assigned to command. gQ 5 

Northern Virginia, Army of. Richard Taylor detached from command.of 

Second Louisiana Brigade... 

Norton, Captain. Mentioned. 39 g 

Nott, Charles C. Mentioned. -24 

Nuevo, Leon, and Coahuila, Mex., Governor of. Correspondence with John 

B. Magruder. 29^7 

Nugent, Richard, & Co. Mentioned. 542 

No. 1, C. S. Launch. Mentioned. iqq 

No. 3, U. S. Gunboat. Mentioned. 193,77G 

Nos. 291, 292, 293, 294, C. S. Steamers. Mentioned. 9 S 1 

Nutt, L. M. Mentioned. 773 

Nutting, George G. Mentioned.319,345,055 

Oaths of Allegiance and Neutrality. 479,483,4S4,491,49*2,497,49S. 516,553,557 

O’Bannon, A. B. Mentioned.917,918 

O’Bryan, Daniel. Mentioned. 773 

O’Bryan, G W. Mentioned. 144,239 

Ochiltree, Thomas P. Mentioned. 396 

Octorara, U. S. S. Mentioned. 404,517 

Odem, W. Mentioned. I 57 

Odium, Frederick H. Mentioned. 238 

O’Donnell, Thomas, Mentioned. * 540 

Ogden, F. N. Mentioned. 10,463 

Ogden, H. D. Correspondence with James M. Putnam. 496 

Oglesbury, Charles. Mentioned. 153 

Old River, La. Skirmish at, Pcbruary 10, 1863 . 3 

Olivier, J. G. Mentioned.‘.. 399 

Olivier, L. 

Correspondence with J. A. Qumtou. 974 

Mentioned. 973 

O’Meallie, H. H. Mentioned. 540 

Oneida, U. S. S. Mentioned. 33,34,40,428 

Opelousas, La. Occupation, of, hy Uniou forces, April 20, lSG‘o (See West Lou- 
hiana. Campaign i«, Apn? 9-Affl^ 14, 1?63. liejjortsof 

Banks, Nathamiel P. Dwight,’William, jr. Mouton, Alfied. 

Ca.ssidy, lilicb.icl Grover, Cuvier. Xims, Ormand F. 

Closson, llein V W. Ilolcomb, 11. E. Smith, E. Kiibv 

Day, Nicholas. W. Kimball, W, K. Taj lor, liichaid 1 

Opelousas, La., Commanding Officer of C. S. Forces at. Correspondence 

• with Benjamin F. Butler. 554 

Opelousas and Breaux Bridge, La. Expedition to, April 17-21, 1863. Re¬ 
port of A. Power Gallway. 343 

Ordnance Department, C. S. A. Correspondence with 

Engineer Department, C. S. A. 870-578 

War Department, C. S. ^70,922 

Oreta, Steamer. Mentioned. ^<51 

Orleans Parish, La. Property in, excepted from operation of sequestration 

order.-...... — . ..-. 

Orr, J. A. Mentioned. 1*^ 

Osgood, Charles, Steamer. Mentioned. 614 
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Page. 

Otis, T. C. Mentioned. 362,372 

Ould, Hobert. Mentioned. 906 

Owasco, U. S. S. Mentioned. 203,207,209,211,213,215,216,428,908 

Ozier, Charles. Mentioned. 128 

Pablo, Janero. Mentioned. 228 

Padre Island, Tex. Affair at, December 7,1862. Eeport of H. Willke. 190 

Page, Edward, jr. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 444,446,464 

Mentioned. 445,464 

Page, Thomas G-. Mentioned.-. 81,98 

Paine, Charles J. 

Mentioned. 254,257,266,267,409,411,645,712 

Report of reconnaissance to month of False River, La., March 19,1863 ... 267 

Paine, Halbert E. 

Correspondence with 

Breckinridge, John C. 550,551 

Butler, Benjamin F. 544,550,552,553 

Emory, William H. 678 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 546 

Mentioned. 27,53,58,133,135-137,250, 

297, 305, 320, 323,324, 330-333, 335, 337, 347, 546. 634, 680, 713, 715,1113 
Reports of 

Bislaiid, Fort, La. Engagement at, April 12-13, 1863 . 339 

Hamilton’s Plantation, near Grand Gulf, Miss. Skirmish at, June 24, 

1862 . 35 

Pakenham, Edward Michael. Mentioned. 557 

Palfrey, John C. 

Correspondence with 

Jones, E. F. 435 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 428 

Mentioned. 171 

Palmer, James S. 

Correspofidence with Nathaniel P. Banks. 316 

Mentioned. 21,314,317, 72S 

Panola, U. S. S. Mentioned. 428 

Pardon, Irwin. Mentioned. 442 

Pargond, J. F. 

Correspondence with Albert G. Blanchard. 9.54 

Mentioned. 983,984 

Paris, Bnrdett. Mentioned. 464 

Parish, Surgeon. Mentioned. 393 

Parker, Mr. Mentioned. 47 O 

Parke/ James P. Mentioned. 11 

Parks, William P. Mentioned. 10 849 

Parmele, Theodore W. 

Mentioned. 254,257.634 

Report of operations on -west bank of the Mississippi River, March 17,1863 . 266 

Parsons, Benjamin W. Mentioned. 37 

Partridge, S. H. 

Statement of. Capture of U. S. S. Hatteras, January 11,1863. 647 

Mentioned. 

Parvin, Wash i ngton L. Mentioned. 605 


Pass Christian, Miss- Expedition to, June 22, 1862. Report of Neal Dow.. 112 
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Pago. 


Pass Manchac, La. 

Expedition to, July 25-Aiigust 2, 1862. (See Fonichartrain Lake, La, Op¬ 
erations around, July 2b-August 2, 1862.) 

Expedition to, and skirmish, September 13-15, 1862. Reports of 


Butler, Benjamin F... 

Ruggles, Daniel. 1^42 

Strong, George C. 139 

Scout to, and operations about, February 8-11,1863. Communications from 

Sherman, Thomas W. g72 

Trask, O. W. 671 

Skirmish at, June 17,1862. 

Congratulatory orders. (Butler). 529 

Report of Benjamin F. Butler. HI 

(See also Butler to Stanton^ p. 495; Stanton to Butler, p. 515.) 

Patterson, Captain. Mentioned. 812 

Patterson, D. Mentioned. I 57 

PattersonviHe, La. Skirmishnear, April 11,1863. (^See West Louisiana. Cam¬ 
paign in, April 9^May 14, 1863.) 

Patton, J. W. Mentioned. 11 

Patton & Finney. Mentioned. 54 I 

Paul, Captain. Mentioned... 847 

Paul Jones, Steamer. Mentioned. 752 

Payne,-. Mentioned. 990 

Payne, Huntington & Co. Mentioned. 542 

Payne, T. W. Mentioned. 206,219,220,935 

Peabody, Charles A. 

Appointed a provisional judge to hold court in Louisiana. 582 

Mentioned. 2 ... 582,669 

Peabody, George, Ship. Mentioned. 673 

Peak, Frank. Mentioned. 79 

Pearce, Alanson. Mentioned. 753 

Pease, Philo C. Mentioned.-. 110 

Pearl River, La. Expedition up the, July 25-August 2,1862. (See Ponichar- 
train Lake, La. Operations around, July 25-Augu8t 2, 1862.) 

Peck, David B. Mentioned. 714 

Peck, Frank H. 

Correspondence with J. W. Phelps. 491 

Mentioned. 234,236,486,712 

Reports of 

Bisland, Fort, La. Engagement at, April 12-13,1863 . 328 

Pontchartram Lake, La. Operationsaround, July25-Augu8t2,1862.. 124 

Pedesclauz, Bmest. Mentioned. 795 

Pegues, J. J. Mentioned. 1068 

Pellevarjo, John. Mentioned. 824 

Pemberton, John C. 

Assignments to command. 820,827 

Co-operation with Smith...... 1044-1046,1049,1058,1059 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Of 6 ce, C. S. A. 809,835 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 732,740 

Beall, William N. R. 839,841,842,859,886,901,913,1081 

Brown, Milton. 037 

Fleming, L. J. 037 

Forney, John H... 833,834,839,842 
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Fembertoiiy John C.—Continued. 

Correspondence with 

Gardner, Franklin. 269,914,933,942,955-959, 

965,971,972, 985, 990,999, 1000,1005,1023, 1024, 1026-1029, 1035-1037, 

1039, 1047, 1049, 1055, 1059, 1060, 1069-1071, 1074-1076, 1079, 1081 

Johnston, Joseph E. 920,921,938,1009 

Lovell, William S.-. 852 

Magruder, John B. 884 

Mayo, George Upshur. 848 

Miller, H. H. 269,1023 

Morrison, J. H. 855 

Powell, E. 1044 

Euggles, Daniel. 898 

Smith, E. Kirby. 1042,1044-1047,1049,1050,1058 

Smith, M. L. 853,926 

Taylor, Eichard. 855,859,868,873,963,1021,1024,1044,1045 

Yillepigue, John B. 843 

Waddy, J. R. 859 

War Department, C. S. 864,922 

Mentioned. 174,242,820,855, 

885,902,937,938,944,965,971,1005,1032,1042,1047,1059,1060,1069,1071 
Report of expedition to Ponchatoula, La., and skirmishes, March 21-30, 

1863. ^225— 

Staff. Announcements of.... 827 

Penaloza, J. M. Mentioned..... 851 

Pendleton, E. B. Mentioned. 218,881 

Pendleton, H. Mentioned. 218 

Pendleton, John E- Mentioned..^.. 80 

Pendleton, W. J. Mentioned. 218 

Pennington,-. Mentioned. 816 

Pennington, Lewis W. Mentioned. 146 

Pennington, Thomas C. Mentioned. 519 

Pennington, W. P. Mentioned. 1061 

Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry—/?e 5 '//ne/ 7 fs; 47th, 714. 

Penny,-. Mentioned. 20,21 

Penobscot, U. S. S. Mentioned. 1053 

Pensacola, U. S. S. Mentioned. 428,4G1,5G2,1009 

Pensacola, Fla. 

Abandoned by Confederates and occupied by Union forces. May 9 - 12 , 1862. 
Operations preliminary. Commnnications from 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. S. A. 765 

Jones, Samnel. 704 

Affairs at, generally. Communications from 

Arnold, L. G. 500 

War Department, C. S. 1030 

Defenses of. Communications from 

Arnold, L. G. 57 O 

Ciosson, Henry W. 509 

Evacuation of, March 20-24, 1863. Communications from 

Army Headquarters. IIO 3 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 077 

Dyer, Isaac. 09 g 

Eeconnaissancesirom, August 7-10,1862. Eeport of Alexander N. Shipley! 126,128 
Skirmish near, Jane 25, 1862 . 1 
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Perce, Le Grand W. Mentioned. 251 ^ 2 g 4 ^ 1 q 30 

Perea, Jose L. Mentioned. 2.33 

Perkins, P. W. Mentioned. 3^.3 

Perkins, S. A. Mentioned.132,167,171,192-194,197,239,1103 

Perkins &. Co. Mentioned. 54.3 

Per Lee, Samuel R. Mentioned. 71.3 

Perry, David. Mentioned. 154,723 

Perryman, J. L. Mentioned. 105 

Persons, A. W. Mentioned. 37 g 

Persons, J. J., & Co. Mentioned. 54 I 

Pesquira, Ignacio. Mentioned. GG9 

Peters, De Witt C. Mentioned. 12 ^ 

Peterson, Thomas L. Mentioned. 290 

Petit, Jean. Mentioned. 54 I 

Petite Anse Island, La. Affairs at, November 21-22,1862. Eeport of T. A. 

Faries. 10S3 

Pettus, J. J. Mentioned. 739,758,700 

(For correspondence, etc., see Governor of.) 

Phelps, John P. Mentioned. 64,322,712 

Phelps, John W. 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant-GeneraPs Office, U. S. A. 47 

Butler, Benjamin F. 442,443,446,464,486,525,534-536,542 

Peck, Frank H. 491 

Mentioned. 53,445-447,464,485,486,516,532,534,785 

Eesignation of. 535-537,542,543 

Phelps & Jones. Mentioned. 542 

Philadelphia, Steamer. Mentioned. 1102 

p hilip s, Philip. Mentioned. 510 

Philips, Philip, Mrs. Mentioned. 504,510,511 

P hilli ps, William D. Mentioned. 131 

Piaget, A. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Bntler. 479 

Mentioned. 479 

Picayune, The. Order of Butler, suppressing. 533 

(See also Butler to Editor of p. 525.) 

Pickering, John. Mentioned. 140 

Pickett, J. G. (For correspondence as A. A. G., see IfaiisfieJd Lovell.) 

Pickett, John T. (For correspondence as A. A. G., see John C. Breckinridge.) 

Pierce, Alonzo D. Mentioned. 410 

Pierce, Guy C. Mentioned. *^42 

Pierce, James. Mentioned. lo7 

Pierce, Leonard, jr. 

Correspondence with 

Butler, Benjamin F.5fcS, 591 

Fergnsson, David. 686 

Mentioned. 585-587,6S4,967,974,1016,1T27,1130,1131 

Pierson, W. H. Mentioned. 540 

Pike, William S. Mentioned. 131,801,802 

Pilie, Louis H. 

Funds recovered from. Communications from Benjamin F. Bntler. 563 

Mentioned. 564 

Pilsbury, Edward. Mentioned. 542 

Pinckney, C. C., Schooner. Mentioned. 1025,1134 

Pin Hook, La. Skirmish at, May 10,1863. ^ 
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Page. 

Pinkney, William E. Mentioned. 6,10,19,80 

Pinos Altos Mines, N. Mez. Skinnish at, January 29,1863. (See Indians in 
Neiv Mexico. Operations against, January A^May 8,1863.) 

Pinta, H. C. M. S. Mentioned. 577,578 

Pishon, Nathaniel J. Mentioned. 598,601 

Pittsburg, U. S. S. Mentioned. , 311 

Plain, Captain. Mentioned. 949 

Planet, Schooner. Mentioned. 585-587 

Plaquemine, La. Affairs at and near. 

December 29, 1862. Report of F. A. Roe. 192 

December 31,1862-Jannary 3,1863. 

Communications from 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 196 

Benedict, Lew. 193,196 

Bogart, James H. 197 

Grrover, Cuvier. 196,198 

Holcomb, R. E...'. 198 

Sherman, T. W. 193 

Reports of James H. Bogart. 192,193 

April 18,1863. Communications from E. W. Woodman. 705 

Plaquemine Bayou, La. 

Expedition to, April 22-23,1863. Reports of Sidney A. Bean.: 344,345 

Operations on, February 12-28, 1863. (See Aichafalaya River and Bayou 
Plaquemine, La, Operations on, February 12-28,1863.) 

Plaquemines Parish, La. 

Agreement with loyal planters of. 594 

Property in, excepted from operations of sequestration order. 593,602 

Plunkett, William R. Mentioned.-. 385 

Plympton, P. W. L. Mentioned. 574,725 

Polignac, C. J. 

Assignments to command. 1023 

Mentioned. 1023 

Polk, C. S. S. Mentioned. 515 

Polk, Leonidas. Mentioned. 877 

Ponchatoula, La. 

Expedition from, July 5-8, 1862. Report of Alfred Bradley. 120 

Expeditions to, and skirmishes. 

September 13-15,1862. Reports of 

Butler, Benjamin F. 138 

Ruggles, Daniel. 141 

Strong, George C. 139 

March 21-30,1863. 

Communications from 

Clark, Thomas S. 289 

Gardner, Franklin. 1023,1028 

Pemberton, John C... 1023,1024 

Reports of 

Clark, M. R. 285 

Clark, Thomas S. 282 

Du Monteil, F. 285 

Miller, H. H. 286-289 

Pemberton, John C. 285 

Sherman, Thomas W. 280 

Smith, Abel, jr. 284 

(See also report of Banks, pp. 258,259.) 
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Ponchatoula, La.—Continned. 

Skirmisli at, May 13,1863. (See Amite Eiver and Jackson Hailroad, La. Opera¬ 
tions on the. May 9-18,1863.) 

Pond, Preaton, jr. 

Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. S. A. 608 

Mentioned. 80,788,802 

Pontchartrain, Steamer. Mentioned. 

Pontchartrain Lake, La. Operations aroimd, July 25-Angust 2,1862. 
Communications fix)m 

De Baun, J. 786,788,789 

McEae, D. E.yg<jr ygg 

Mullett, Thomas. ’ 709 

Euggles, Daniel. 737 

Slocum, J. J. 707 

Eeport of Prank H. Peck. 124 

(See also Butler to Williams, p.34.) 

Pope, John. Mentioned.... 189,802 

Porter, David D. 

Correspondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 312 

Butler, Benjamin F. 464,547,560 

Fa'rragnt, D. G. 537,531 

Navy Department, U. S. 461 

Mentioned. 15,28,127,300-302,306-308,311,313,314,428,448,449,465,517,527, 

530, 531, 534,548, 559,560,562, 563,614,693,694,700,718-720,1096,1109 

Porter, Henry M. Mentioned. 49 

Porter, J. M. Mentioned. g 57 

Porter, Thomas W. Mentioned. 70,713 

Porter, William D. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. .537,567 

Mentioned. 34,41,537,567 

Porter’s and McWilliams’ Plantations, La. Skirmish at, April 13, 1863. 

(See West Louisiana. Campaign in, April 9-May 14,1863. Reports of 

Banks, Nathaniel P. Grover, Cnvier. ".-i;-- " 

Cassiday, Michael Holcomb, E. E. .'*■ I 

Closson, Henry W. B^ball, W. K. Taylor, Richard. 

Day, Nicholas W. Mouton, J^lfred. 

Dwight, William, jr. Nims, Ormand P. 

Also Banks to Farragut, p. 707.) 

Port Hudson, La. 

Bowen, John S., assigned to duty at.’. 801 

Batteries at, Octohor 24, 1862. 

Memorandum of Louis J. Girard. 846 

Eeport of George Upshur Mayo, of condition of. 844 

Confederate troops at. 

Brigade organization of, announced. 934 

Organization, strength, etc. 

August 31,1862 . 304 

October 22,1862 . 841 

January 31, 1863 . 965 

February 28, 1863. 1000 

March 31, 1863. 1032,1033 

April 29, 1863. 1059 

April 30, 1863. 1061,1062 

Defenses of. Communications fcom 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. S. A. 809 

Beall, William N. E... 886,913 
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Port Hudson, La.—Continued. 

Defenses of. Communications from 

Breckinridge, John C. 801 

Davis, Jefferson. 920 

Fauntleroy, Chas. M. 943 

Gardner, Franklin. 913,922,933,934,942,948, ^5,971,1059 

Pemberton, John C.841,920 

Pond, P., jr. 808 

Buggies, Daniel. 803,807 

Taylor, Rickard. 802 

Weitzel, G. 626 

Demonstration on land front against, March 14-15,1863. (See Fort Hudson^ 

La. Operations against and about^ March 7-27, 1863.) 

Engagements between batteries at, and 

Anglo-American, U. S. S., August 29, 1862. 2 

Essex, U. S. S., September 7, 1862 . 2 

Union fleet, March 14-15, 1863. (See Port Rudsouj La. Operations 
against and about^ March'd-21, 1863.) 

Expedition toward, March 17, 1863. Report of William Dwight, jr. 264 

(See also report of Banks^ p. 258.) 

Gardner, Franklin, assumes command at. 913 

Occupation of, by Confederates, August 15, 1862. 

Communications from 

Breckinridge, John C. 800 

Van Dorn, Earl. 797 

Report of John C. Breckinridge. 76 

(See also report of Breckinridge^ pp. 80, 81.) 

Operations against and about, March 7-27,1863. 

Buford assigned to command a brigade. 273 

Casualties. Returns of Confederate troops. 278 

Communications from 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 261,692,1109,1112,1113 

Chickering, T. E. 1114,1115 

CoUens, Paul W. 1008 

Farragut, D. G. 693 

Gardner, Franklin. 271-273,275,276,278,1008-1010,1018,1021,1027 

Grover, Cuvier. 689 

Hallett, Joseph L. 262 

Pemberton, John C. 269,1009,1023,1024,1026 

Rogers, G. 'rf'. 1115 

Rowley, William W. 262 

(See also Banks io Ealleck, pp. 240,242 j JSaUeck to Banks^ p, 690.) 

Congratulatory orders. (Gardner). 278 

Reports of 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 2.51,257 

Gardner, Franklin. 269-279 

Hallett, Joseph L. 261 

Rowley, William W. 259 

(See also 

March 9-10, 1863. Comite Eiver, La, Skirmish on the, 

17, 1863. Fort Hudsonj La, Expedition toward, 

Mississippi Eiver, Operations on west bank of the, 

19, 1863. False Eiver, La, Eeconnaissance to, 

24, 1863. Hei’miiage Landing, Expedition to.) 

Ordn ance (heavy) at, March 27,1863. 1027 
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Port Hudson, La.—Continued. 

Re-enforcements for. Communications from 

Gardner, Eranklin.’ 3 ^ 0 ^- 

Pemberton, JohnC.642,843,926,985,1005 

Enggles, Daniel, assigned to, and assumes, command of forces at and about. 300 

Siege of, May 21-July 8,1863. Communications from 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 726.727,729-732 

Gardner, Franklin. 1031,1033 

Pemberton, John C. 1050,1031 

(See also Balleck to Banks, p. 725; May 12-13, 1863, Beconnamance 
from Baton Bouge, La.) 

Subsistence stores on band. Eoports of Joseph P. Carr. 

March 23, ld63. 1022 

April 15, 1863. 1043 

April 30, 1863 . 1061 

Port Lobos, Mez. Survey of. Communications from James H. Carleton. 670 

Portsmouth, U. S. Sloop. Mentioned. 428,461,633 

Postlethwaite, John T. Mentioned. 10 

Post-Office Department, C. S. Correspondence vitli 

Frizzell, W. W. S 23 

War Department, C. S. 603 

Potter, M. M. Mentioned. 217 

Potts, J. P. Mentioned. I 57 

Powell, A. J. Mentioned. 495 

Powell, E. 

Correspondence with John C. Pemberton. 1044 

Mentioned. 1045,1050 

Powell, William L. 

Menti oned. 115-119,770, S50,1069 

Report of cai)tiire of steamer Ann, June 29, 1862. 112 

Powers, F. P. Mentioned. 1061 

Pratt, H. P. Mentioned. 1009 

(For correspondence as A. A. G., see E. Kirby Smith) 

Pratt, James A. Mentioned. 353,354 

Pratt, John Gr. 

Assignment to command with Louisiana Militia. 985 

Mentioned. 705,742,756,759,798,985,991 

Preble, U. S. Sloop. Mentioned. 34 

Preble, Joseph. Mentioned. 45,71 


President, C. S. (See Jefferson Davis.) 
President, U. S. (See Jbrabam Lincoln,) 


Preston, William. » 

Correspondence with 

Breckinridge, John C. 1123 

Mathews, R. B. 1123 

Mentioned. 9,18,1120,1121 

Prevost, Leon. Mentioned. 617 

Prewitt, Byron. Mentioned. 464 

Price, Charles P. Mentioned. 385 

Price, H. H. Mentioned. 

Price, General, U. S. S. Mentioned. 311 

Price, Sterling. 

Correspondence with Earl Van Dorn. '^6 

Mentioned. “'24,774,764,1037 

Prince, Edward. Mentioned. 
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Page. 

Prisoners of War. Treatment, exchange of, etc. 

Communications from 

Butler, Benjamin F. 467-469 

Dozier, J. Ad. 467 

Durant, Thomas J. 467 

Buggies, Daniel. 519 

War Department, U. S. 450 

(See also Butler to Stanton, pp. 447,465.) 

Eeferences to.-.-. 463,565-567,753,754,9U7,908 

Prisoners, Political. Arrest, treatment of, etc. 

Communications ftom 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 723,1119 

Butler, Benjamin F....-. 510,511,533,554,602 

Keller, Fidel. 511 

Louisiana, Governor of. 753,765 

War Department, C. S. 750 

Eeferences to.112,120-122,154-158,311,312,450-457,465,466,469, 

503-510,550,551,554,558,737,738,745,757,759,760,772,773,906,907,1119 
(See also Texas. Resistance to Conscription Act in.) 

Pritchard & Flower. Mentioned. 542 

Private Property. 

Action touching. Communications from 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 309,694,701,703,705,732,740,1115,1119 

Brother, A... 496 

Butler, Benjamin F. 427,445-447,476,478,495,500,568,569,573,584 

Dow, Neal.-. 628 

Frizzell, W. W. 823 

H^ert, Paul 0. 822,824 

Hindman, Thomas C. 783 

Lewis, John L. 496 

Lovell, Mansfield. 459,460,741 

Mazereau, A. 495 

Ogden, H. D. 496 

Page, Edward, jr... 446 

Post-Office Department, C. S. 823 

Eoe, F. A. 568 

Sonld, Pierre. 496 

Van Dorn, Earl. 1121 

War Department, C. S. 459,741,751, 823,864 

Wehh, Henry L. 956 

Eeferences to. 20-23, 

305,306,373,440,479,513,514, 538-542, 549-553, 555, 592-595, 607, 640, 

643,703,716,738,744,745,758, 760, 761, 768, 774, 775, 875, 876,907,908 

(See also 

Confiscation Act. 

Dividends, etc. 

Houma, La. Operations about, May 11-18, 1862. 

Xew Orleans BanJcs. 

Newspapers. 

Sequestration. 

Slaves and Slave Property.) 

Provence, David. Mentioned. 1061 

Prudhomme, J. A. Mentioned. 393 

Prxissian Consulate. (For correspondence, etc., see A. Reichard and John 
Krutisclinitt.) 





































INDEX. 


1231 


Page. 

Puffer, A. P. Mentioned. 100 

(For correspondence as Aide-de-Camp, see Benjamin F, Butler.) 

Pugh, David. Mentioned. 172 

Purves, George. Mentioned. 1 q 

Putnam, James M. 

Correspondence with 

Brother, A. 49 g 

Mazerean, A. 495 

Ogden, H. D. 496 

Soul 6 , Pierre. 496 

Mentioned. 111,495,496,541 

Putnam, O. G. Mentioned. 714 

Pyron, C. L. Mentioned. 814,217,851,1081,1082 

Qualey, John P. Mentioned... 725 

Quarantine RegulationB. Communications from 

Butler, Benjamin F. 578,585 

Del Kayo, Joaquin. 577 

Fisher, John A. G. 586,587 

McCormick, Charles. 585 

Pierce, L., jr. 586 

War Department, U. S... 567 

(See also Butler to Stanton, p. 478; Behray Jfttaoi»,pp.813,814.) 

Quarles, W. A. Mentioned. 934 

Quarxier, Steamer. Mentioned. 757 

Quartennaster-General’s Office, C. S. A. Correspondence with War De¬ 
partment, C. S. 872 

Quartermaster-Greneral’s Office, U. S. A. Correspondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 688,691,718,1098 

Butler, Benjamin F. 470,571 

Quattlebaum, P, J. Mentioned. 1068 

Queen of the Bay, Vessel. Mentioned. 190 

Queen of the West, U. S. S. 

Capture of, February 14,1863. 3 

Destruction of, April —, 1863. (See report of Banka, p. 297; Banks to Grant, 
p. 303; Farragut to Grant, p. 308; Banks to Farragut, pp. 704,707.) 

Mentioned ______ _............................... 32,38,255,258,29^ 

303, 308, 359, 388, 681, 704, 707, 1049, 1050, 1054, 1104,1106,1108,1109 

Quiltz, Major. Mentioned. 

Quincy, Steamer. Mentioned. 

Quinnebaug, Steamer. Mentioned. 

Quinton, J. A. Correspondence with L. Olivier. . . 9/4 

Quitman, Fort, La. Evacuation of, April 27-May 8 , 1862. Communications 

from Jefterson Davis. 

(See also note, p. 740.) 

Rains, G. J. (For correspondence, etc., see Conscript Bureau.) 

Ralli, Harriet, Brig. Mentioned.. 

Ralph, A. J. Mentioned.45 ,68 

Ralston, George. Mentioned. 169,178 

Ramirez, Santiago. Mentioned. 

Ramsey, D. W. Mentioned. 

Ramsey, S. D. 

Correspondence with John L. Logan.. 

Mentioned.-. 

Randal, Horace. Mentioned.. ^ 

Randel, James M. Mentioned. 
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Page. 

JRandolph, G. W. Mentioned. 116,741, 

747,778,794, 810, 817, 822, 839, 840, 848, 867, 872,898,906,914,940,968 
(For correspondence, etc., see War Department, C. S.) 

Handolph, John H. Mentioned. 540 

JRandolph, V. M. 

Correspondence with 

Forney, John H. 116,118 

War Department, C. S. 115,116 

Mentioned. 116,118,119 

Hankin, Sylvester. Mentioned. 154 

Hanney, H. J. Mentioned. 777,803 

Hansom, George M. Mentioned. 24,167,198 

Rawles, Jacob B. Mentioned. 650,713 

Head, Abner. Mentioned. 139,403 

Head, C. Mentioned. 672 

Heagan, John H. (For correspondence, etc., see Post-Office Department, C. S.) 

Hector, Henry M. Mentioned. 780,807 

(For correspondence, etc., see ArJcansas, Govetmor of.) 

Hedding,-. Mentioned. 122 

Had Hiver, La. 

Defenses o£ Communications from Governor of Louisiana. 788 

Operations on. (See Butler to Farragut, p. 537; Porter to Butler, p. 537.) 

Hed River, Commanding Ofdcer at Mouth of. Correspondence with Frank¬ 
lin Gardner. 275 

Heed, Thomas B. (Major.) Mentioned. 11 

Reed, Thomas B. (Snrgeon.) Mentioned. 362 

Reeves, Ezra W. Mentioned. 385* 

Heibaud, Francisco. Mentioned. 643 

Reichard, A. Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 575 

Held, John H. Mentioned. 812 

Heid, John M. Mentioned. 812 

Reid, T. J. Mentioned. 1032,1061 

Heil, Pat. Mentioned. 190 

Heily, James. 

Correspondence with 

Magruder, John B. 970,982,1003 

Sibley, H. H. 968 

Mentioned. 212,213,361,389,391,392,395,669,967,970,999 

Reilly, E. Mentioned.. 553,557 

Reinhard, Frederick W. Mentioned. 63 

Refugees, Abandoned L^ds, etc. Communications from 

Banks, Kathaniel P. 658 

Butler, Benjamin F. 588,591 

Fisher, John A. G. 587 

H amilton, A.J. 658 

HolabirdjS. B. 658 

Hunter, Charles. 523 

State Department, U. S. 522 

Registration. Foreign residents required to register. Order of Butler. 571 

Reliance, U. S. S. Mentioned. 266,309,720,1102 

Relief, Steamer. Mentioned. 1102 

Renaud, Clement. Mentioned. 378 

Henshaw. W. B.^ Mentioned. 147 ^ 

149,200-203,206-210,213,215,216,222,224,517,826,836,847 












































INDEX. 


1233 


RensB, J. M. Mentioned. ^qq 

Reynaud, Admiral. 

Correspondence with Benjamin E. Butler. gQ 2 

Mentioned. 602,618,640,1100,1101 

Rexford, Willie M. Mentioned. 33 ^ 

Rhett, Thomas Q-. Mentioned.... 1056,1062 

Rhode Island, U. S. S. Mentioned.. * 

Rhode Island Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry—^e^//77e/?fe; 2d, 256,257,267,299,619,647,673,713,714. 

Rhodes, T. C. Mentioned. 1^2 

Rice, O. F. Mentioned. 905 

Richard,- Mentioned... 47 g 

Richard & Co, Mentioned. 540 

Richards, Captain. Mentioned. 79 

Richardson, Captain. Mentioned. 935 

Richardson, A. W. Mentioned... 6 O 9 

Richardson, D. C. Mentioned.. 832 

Richardson, James P. Mentioned. 35 I 

Richardson, Robert. Mentioned. 11^18 

Richmond, U. S. S. Mentioned. 33 ^ 

191,251,252,260-262,272-274,276,277,302,428,1009 

Richmond, La. Skirmish near, January 29,1863. 3 

Ricks, John C. (For correspondence, see yew Orleans, La., Administraiors of 
Charity JECospital of.) 

Rickson, John. Mentioned. 540 

Riddick, W. L. (For correspondence as A. A. G., see Albert G. Blanchard.) 

Ridley, S. J. Mentioned. 7 

Rigg, Edwin A. 

Correspondence with Joseph R. West. 598 

Mentioned. 597,598.725 

Riley, A. C. Mentioned. 18 

Riley, Charles. Mentioned. 337 

Riley, J. T. Mentioned. 223 

Riley, R. H. Mentioned. 1027 

Riley, R.K. Mentioned. 2 

Rio Bonito,N. Mez. (See Bonito Rio, N. Mex.) 

Rio Grande. Expedition to the month of the, March 2-30, 1863. (See Bee to 
DicUnson, pp. 1013,1016; Bee to Lopez, pp. 1132-1134; Lopez to 
Bee, pp. 1025, 1128, 1130, 1132,1133; Magruder to Cooper, p. 1030.) 

Ripley, James W. Mentioned. 493,650,651 

Rippy, A. S. Mentioned. 157 

Ritchie, David. 

Mentioned. 499 

Statement of. Saving of flag of U. S. revenue cutter Robert McClelland.. 499 

Rives, G. F. Mentioned. 1^7 

Roane, J. S. Mentioned. 779 

Robards, W. L. Mentioned. 

Robert McClelland, U. S. Revenue Cutter. 

Flag of. Communications from 

Butler, Benjamin F. 499 

Ritchie, David.-. 

Mentioned. 

Roberts, A. C. Mentioned. 

Roberts, Calvit. Mentioned. 

7 S T? T?_wnT vir 









































1234 


INDEX. 


I*age. 

Roberts, Bdwaxa B, Mentioned. 962 

Roberts, P. G. Mentioned. 191 

Roberts^ Ford, Comite River, La. Skirmieli at. May 2, 1863. (See April 17- 
May 2, 1863. Ghierson^a Raid.) 

Roberts, Greorge T. Mentioned... 40,42,49,56,57,60,69 

Roberts, Isaac. Mentioned. 157 

Roberts, Jolm. Mentioned. 357 

Roberts, Thomas L. Mentioned. 580,581 

Roberts, Willis S. Mentioned. 77 

Robertson, J. W. 


Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 1862 . 93,95 

Robinson, Mr. Mentioned.-. 962 

Robinson,B. W. Mentioned... 106 

Robinson, Harai. 

Correspondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 652,1103 

Holabird, S. B. 1103 

Mentioned.—.327,334,375,376,688,1099 

Report of number and approximate strength of cavalry companies in De¬ 
partment of the Gulf. 652 

Robinson, J. B. Mentioned. 451,453,454,457 

Robinson, Sallie, Steamer. Mentioned. 173,195,705,1102 

Robson, G. B. Mentioned. 926,927 

Roddy, Robert. Mentioned. 109 

Rodgers, John L 

Mentioned. 362,650,714 

Report of skirmish at Porteris Plantation, April 13, and engagement at Irish 

Bend, La., April 14,1863. 366 

Rodin, Mr. Mentioned. 427 

Rodman, William L. 

Mentioned. 347-349,354,714 

Report of engagement at Fort Bisland, La., April 12-13, 1863. 350 

Rodney, Miss., City Authorities of. Correspondence with Ed. T. Nichols.. 475 
Roe, F. A. 

Correspondence with Henry W. Morris. 568 

Mentioned. 167,194,568 

Report of affair near Plaquemine, La., December 29, 1862. 192 

Roe, W. B. Mentioned. 260,261,706 

Rogers, P. M. Mentioned. 189 

Rogers, G. W. 

Correspondence with T. E. Chickering. 1115 

Mentioned. 1115 

Rogers, J. M. Mentioned. 186 

Rogers, William H. Mentioned. 44,67 

Rollins, Joseph. Mentioned. 81,100 

Roman, A. B. Mentioned. 795 

Roorthe, L. Mentioned. 189 

RoBe,Elihu E. Mentioned. 450-455 

Rosecrans, W. S. Mentioned. 308,590,899,1056 

Rosedale, La. Expedition to, February 19, 1863 . 3 

Roselius, Christian. Mentioned. 539 534 

Rosser, Prothro & Co. Mentioned. 542 

Rotchford, Brown & Co. Mentioned. 542 

Rouge, Mr. Mentioned. 939 
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Rouge,Mrs. Mentioned..... 939 

Rountree, L. C. Mentioned... 851,884,979 

Rowley, Charles N. 

Mentioned. 742,766,759 

Report of affair at Bayou Sara, La., August 10, 1862 . 129 

Rowley, Ralph A. Mentioned. 45 34 

Rowley, William W. 

Correspondence with Joseph L. Hallett. 262 

Mentioned. 326,363,364,611 

Report of operations against and about Port Hudson, La., March 7-22,1863 . 259 

Roy, Stanislaus. Mentioned. 477,478 

Roy, William. Mentioned. 135,136,450,455 

Royal Yacht, Schooner. Mentioned. 219 

Rosier, J. Ad. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 467,468 

Mentioned. 455 

Rugeley, E. S. Correspondence with James Perry Bryan. 93 O 

Rugeley, James. Mentioned. 930 

Rnggles, Daniel. 

Assignments to command. 768,800,840 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs 0£6oe, C. S. A ... 806,810,817,821,839,890 

Beall, William N. R. 802,807,839 

Beauregard, G. T. 742 

Blanchard, Albert G. 821 

Bragg, Braxton. 761,762,765,771 

Brown, Isaac N. 746,749,751,762,765,770 

Butler, Benjamin F.*. 519 

Carter, A. G. . . 777 

Clark, B. W. 801 

DeBaun, J. 786,788-790 

Louisiana, Governor of. 891,894 

McRae, W. D. L. 787,789 

MUes, W. R. 821 

MiUer, JohnC. 777 

Mississippi, Governor of. 822 

Moulker, J.E. 775 

Mullett, Thomas. 789 

Pemberton, John C. 898 

Smith, M. L. 809 

Taylor, Richard. 802 

Thompson, M. Jeff. 797,803 

Van Dorn, Earl. 747,761-763, 765,771,775-779,785,803,804,1120 

Villepigue, John B. 763,766 

Whiteman, J. C. 775 

Wingfield, J. H. 792 

Witt, A. R. 835 

Mentioned. 16,39,40,76-78,80,81,88,94,98,100,104,108,546, 


741,742,746, 768,786,795,800,801,809,810,817,840,893,1121,1124,1125 


Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 16, 1120. 

Reports of. 

Baton Rouge, La. 

Engagement at, August 5, 1862. 90 

Skirmish at, and evacuation of, August 20-21,1862 . 129 
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Page. 

Rnggles, Daniel—Continued. 

Reports of. 

Pass Manchao and Ponohatoula, La. Expedition to, and skirmish, 


September 13-15, 1862. 141 

Haggles, ii. S. Mentioned. 82 

Haggles, M. B. Mentioned.-.-. 82 

Randlett, Isaac H. Mentioned. 260,261 

Hongo, C. Mentioned....-. 926 

Hassell, Charles. Correspondence with H. C. McNeill. 1072 

Hassell, D. I. Mentioned. 157,158 

Hassell, Edmund H. 

Mentioned. 259,260 

Report of campaign in West Louisiana, April 8 -May 14,1863 . 325 

Hassell, Green. Mentioned. 157 

Hassell, J. O. Mentioned.-.. 157 

Russell, John H. Mentioned—.-.-. 24 

Hassell &. Co. Mentioned. 156 

Rassey, James H. Mentioned. 45 

Rust, Albert. 

Correspondence with Franklin Gardner. 271 

Mentioned. 265,270,274,276,985,1005,1032,1033,1035,1036 

Rust, Henry, jr. Mentioned. 713 

Hynerson, W. Xi. Correspondence with Edward B. Willis. 606 

Sabine Pass, Tez. 

Affairs at. 

October 29,1862. Report of A. W. Spaight. 180 

April 18,1863. 

Commanications from William H. Griffin. 402 

Reports of 

, Griffin, W.H. 402 

Scurry, W.R. 402 

« (See also Scurry to Turner, p. 1053.) 

Attack on blockading sqnadron at, January 21,1863. 

Congratulatory orders. (Magruder). 238 

Report of John B, Magruder. 237 

(See also report of Magruder, pp. 211, 212,) 

Engagement at, September 24-25,1862. Reports of 

Dehray, X. B. 143 

Spaight, A. W. 144 

(See also Delray to Mason, p. 813.) 

Sachem, U. S. S. Mentioned. 203,211,213,2ol, 252,276,309,718,720 

Sadler, C. E. Mentioned... 1068 

Saffold, W. Mentioned. 191 

Sagamore, U. S. S. Mentioned. 231,232 

Sage, Clinton H. Mentioned. 713 

Saint Bernard Parish, La. 

Agreement with loyal planters of. 594 

Property in, excepted from operations of sequestration order. 602 

Saint Charles, Steamer. Mentioned. 1102 

Saint Charles Court-House, La. 

Skirmish near, August 29,1862. Report of Stephen Thomas. 132 

Etpedition to vicinity of, and skirmish, September 7-8,1862. Reports of 

Frye, Frederick. I 37 

McMillan, James W. I 35 

(See also report of Butler, p. 133.) 
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Paget 

Saint Joseph’s Isleind, Tex. Aifair at, May 3,1863. 

CongratTilatory orders. (Magruder). 1085 

Reports of 

Hohby, A. M. 4 O 4 

Hobby, E.E. 405 

Neal, Benjamin F. s . 405 

Saint Mary, Bark. Mentioned. 502 

Saint Mary, C. S. S. Mentioned. 175,860,868 

Saint Mary's, Steamer. Mentioned. 184,365,370,371,380,382,383,584 

Saint Manrice, Steamer. Mentioned. 261,262,370,569,775,1102,1115 

Saint Philip, Port, La. 

Bombardment and capture of. (See 2^ew Orleans^ La.) 

Condition of, etc. Communications from John C. Palfrey. 428,435 

Memorandum of J. Q-. Barnard. 415 

Non-combatants excluded from. 446 

Salinas, Jos 6 Ma. Mentioned. 1040 

Salomon, Louis A. Mentioned. 378 

SalHe Robinson, Steamer. Mentioned. 173,195,705,1102 

Samaniego, Dr. Mentioned. 606 

Samorny, H. Mentioned. 540 

Sanders, A. M. Mentioned. 923,924 

Sanders, R. W. Mentioned. 177,399,400 

Sandidge, L. D. Mentioned. 82 

(For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Daniel Rugglea.) 

Sands, Jack. Mentioned. 190 

Sanford, Captain. Mentioned. 608 

Sanford, Alfred. Mentioned. 464 

Sanford, Memnonium, Steamer. (See Memnonium Sanford^ Steamer.) 

Sanger, George J. Mentioned. 207 

Sangster, Captain. Mentioned. 217,974 

Sanitary Regulations. New Orleans, La. Communications from 

Butler, Benjamin F. 462 

Smith, Robert K. 445 

Santa Maria Clara. Corrospondeuce with Benjamin F. Butler. 563 

Sargent, Charles S. Mentioned.311,611,718 

Sargent, Lorenzo D. Mentioned. 714 

SauUes, A. B. de. Mentioned. 82 

Saimders, Cji}>taJii. Mentioned. 935 

Saure, Peter. Mentioned. 443 

Savery, John E. Mentioned. 236 

Savory, W. B., Sieaujor. Mentioned. 281,1102 

Sawtell, Josiah A. Mentioned. 713 

Sawyer, Silas W. Mentioned. 46,58,64,72 

Saxon, Steamer. Mentioned. 203-206,209,477 

Sayers, Joseph D. Mentioned. 389,395,894,897,911 

Scales, D. M Mentioned. 1123 

Schat-hi. Mentioned. 228 

Schlieter, Henry L. Mentioned. 167 

Schnaubert, O. L. Mentioned. 182 

Schreiber, A. Mentioned. 399 

Sciota, 17. S. S. Mentioned. 142,167,428,568 

Scott, E. Augustus. Mentioned. 82,90,792 

Scott, Thomas M. Mentioned. 800,801,1033 

Scott, T. L. Mentioned. 379 

Scruggs, Donnegan St Co. Mentioned.-. 642 
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Page. 

Scurry, William R. 

Assignments to command. 979 

Correspondence with 

Burgess, John .. 1065 

Griffin, William H. 402 

Magruder, John B.-. 1027,1034,1053,1074,1079 


Mentioned. 211,214-217,224-227,403,606, 879,902,903, 910,933, 936,968, 

979,987,988,1000,1001,1004,1005,1018,1021,1034,1064,1065,1079-1081 

Report of affair at Sabine Pass, Tex., April 18, 1863 . 402 

Seaborn, James B. Mentioned. 930 

Seal, Mr. Mentioned. 112 

Searcy, A. Mentioned.-.—..-. 18 

Seavey, James A. Mentioned. 45,71 

Seawell, W. B. Mentioned. 1027 

Seciist, P. Mentioned. 930 

Secrist, J. Mentioned. 930 

Seddon, James A. Mentioned. 617 

857,910,918,952,959,963,983,984,1004,1028,1030,1031 
(For correspondence, etc., see War De^ariinenty C. S,) 

Seeders, R. B. Mentioned. 101 

Seely, Charles D. Mentioned. 45,51,73,75 

Seger, A. B., C. S. S. Mentioned. 179,184,186 

Selden, Henry H. Mentioned. 574,725 

Selden, Joseph. Mentioned. 1068 

Semmes, O. J. 

Mentioned. 78,82,90,102,303,390,392,395,399,707,1094 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 1862. 107 

Semmes, Raphael. Mentioned. 803 

Semple, Charles. Mentioned. 94 

Sena, J. D. Mentioned. 574 

Senman, C. Mentioned. 925 

Sequestration. Property in 

East Louisiana. 602 

West Louisiana. (La Fourclie District). 592 

Sequestration Commissions. 

Appointments of. 593,644 

Instructions to. Communications from N. P. Banks. 697 

Sevique, Alexander. Mentioned. 121 

Seward, William H. Mentioned. 311, 

317,422,471,473,497,516,518,553,557,602,613,657,676 
(For correspondence, etc., see State Department^ U, S.) 

Seymour, Captain. Mentioned. 217 

Shaffer, J. W. Mentioned. 463,470,560,562,688,691,694,718,1098,1099 

Shaffer, William L. Mentioned. 769 

Sharkey, William L., jr. Mentioned. 867,872 

Sharpe, Jacob. Mentioned. 346,347,349,352,714 

Shaver, P. J. Mentioned. 955 

Shaw, J. C. Mentioned. 574 

Shea, Daniel D. 

Correspondence with 

Cleveland, H. B. 847 

Debray, X. B. 999 

Magruder, John B. 949 













































index. 1239 

Page. 

Shea, Daniel D.—Continued. 

Mentioned. 181,182,221,828,851,909,1001,1002 

Shelby, W.B. Mentioned. 935,1032,1061,1120 

Sheliha, V. Mentioned. 905,1015,1059,1060 

Shepley, George P. 

Appointed Military Governor of Louisiana. 471 

(See also Stanton to Butler^ p. 493.) 

Correspondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P. IO 97 

Butler, Benjamin F. 402 

War Department, U. S. 47 I 

Mentioned... 471,493,504,518,521,534,544,583,862,958 

Sheppard, Captain. Mentioned. 847 

Sherive, George. Mentioned. 209 

Sherman, Sidney A. Mentioned. 217 

Sherman, Thomas. Mentioned. 122 

Sherman, Thomas W. 

Assignments to command. 545,646 

Assumes command of the defenses of New Orleans, La. 3,713 

Authorized to issue and approve orders during temporary absence of Banks. 1112 
Correspondence with 

Army Headquarters. 703 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 193,196,615,663,672,692,696,699,702,703.715 

Benedict, Lew. 193,196 

Woodman, E. W. 705 

Mentioned. 193,196,258,298,543,545,603,627,628,646,647,711,713,1112,1113 

Reports of 

Amite River aud Jackson Railroad, La. Operations on the, May 9-18, 

1863 . 406 

Ponchatoula, La. Expedition to, and skirmishes, March 21-30, 1863 . - 280 

Sherman, W. T. 

Co-operation of Banks with. (See Sallech to Banka, p. 636.) 

Mentioned'. 300,311,312,636,762 

Shetucket, Steamer. Mentioned. 614 

Shidle, James E, Mentioned. 327 

Shields, Private. Mentioned.46,57 

Shields, James. Mentioned. 494 

Shields, Thomas. 

Mentioned. 77,82,90,92,739,807,949,971 

Report of engagement at Baton Ronge, La., August 5, 1862 . 104 

Ship Island. Defenses of. (See Banks to Halleck, p. 240; JSalleck to Banka, 
p. 690.) 

Shipley, Alexander N. 

Mentioned. 110,1103 

Reports of reconnaissances from Pensacola, Fla., August 7-10, 1862. 126,128 

Shirland, Edmond D. Mentioned. 228,721 

Shirley. Captain. Mentioned. 747 

Shoemaker, Hufus. Mentioned . 19,1121 

Shoemaker, W. R. Mentioned.574,725 

Shoener, Joseph. Mentioned. 37 

Shoppman, Private. Mentioned. ^17 

Shorter, Eli S. Mentioned. 9^3 

Shorter, John Gill. Mentioned. 940,1015,1019 


(For correspondence, etc., see Alabama, Governor of.) 
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Page. 

81ioup, F. A. 

Assignments to command. 1048 

Mentioned. 1048 

Sboup; George L. 

Mentioned.*... 154 

Report of expedition firom Fort Union, N. Mex., October 9-November 25, 

1862. 154 

Showalter, Dan. Mentioned. 686 

Sibley, H. H. 

Assignments to command. 885,911 

Charges .against. Cornmnnications from Theophilus H. Holmes. 843 

Correspondence with 

Holmes, Theophilus H... 843,910 

Reily, James. 968 

War Department, C. S.-. 819 

Court-martial in case of. Orders promulgating hndings, etc. 1093 

Movement of brigade of, to join Taylor. (For correspondence, etc., see 

West Louisiana. Be-enforcements for .) 

Mentioned. 194,197,212,214,239,240,303, 

376, 389, 392-396,404,676,578, 599, 662, 665, 669, 676, 677, 680, 681, 832, 
833,838, 843, 866, 860, 870, 879, 881, 884, 885, 894-897, 902-905, 909-913, 
916,922, 936, 943, 954, 962, 968-970, 982, 985, 999,1092-1096, 1105,1107 

Sill, Mr. Mentioned. 112 

Simmons, George N. Mentioned. 327 

Simmons, T. J. Mentioned. 789 

Simms, J. H. Mentioned. 806 

Simm% Nina, Steamer. Mentioned. 1018 

Simonton, John M. 

Coirespondence with Franklin Gardner. 1083 

Mentioned. 279,289,934,1032,1061,1062,1074,1076 

Report of aifair on the Amite River, La., April 12, 1863 . 400 

Simpson, Tom. Mentioned. 190 

Sitton. T. B. Mentioned.^ 228 

Skelton, W. M. Mentioned. 75,450,455 

Sketches. 

Fort Jackson, La. 434 

Mobile, Ala., defenses of. Proposed obstructions for Alabama River. 1020 

Vicksburg, Miss. 

Bird’s-eye view of, and vicinity, July 5,1862 . 29 

Profile of canal across Burey’s Point, opposite. 30 

Skillman, Captain. Mentioned. 605,606,635, 636,676,701,708,709,1065 

Skinner, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 705 

Skip with, P. H. Mentioned. 541 

Slatton, Captain. Mentioned. 455 

Slaughter, James B. 

Assignments to command. 1048 


Slaves and Slave Property. 

Action touching. Communications from 

Butler, Benjamin F. 

1(54,439,442,443,445,446,464,485,492,526,532,553,588,602 

Page, Edward, jr. 446,464 

Peck, Frank H. 491 

Phelps, J. W._ 430 

Ruggles, Daniel.. 321 
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Slaves and Slave Property—Continued. 

Action touching. Communications from 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 171,172 

(See also Banlcs to JSallech, p. 618; Banka to BolaUrdf p. 727; Butler to Mejan^ 
p. 549; Irwin to Chandler^ p. 730; Butler to Weitzel, p. 587; Stan¬ 
ton to Butler, p. 515; Smith to Irwin, p. 709; orders of Banka, p. 

678; proclamation of Davia, pp. 906-908.) 

Emancipation proclamations. 

September 22,1862 . 621 

January 1,1863 . 666,667 

Employment of, as laborers. Communications from 

Butler, Benjamin F. 444,534,636,542 

Phelps, J.W. 534,535 

War Department, C. S. 841 

(See also rqoort of T. Williama, pp. 26-28; JSllet to Stanton, p. 529; Banka 
to Dwight, p. 706; Bugglea to Smith, p. 809; Beauregard to Harris, 
p. 812; orders of Butler, pp. 592-694; agreement with planters, 

594,595.) 

Slawson, J, B. Mentioned. 540 

Slocomb, C. A., Mrs. Mentioned. 640 

Slocum, John J. 

Correspondence with W. D. L. McEae. 787 

Mentioned. 787,790 

Sloo, Thomas. Mentioned. 540 

Smalley, L. D. Mentioned. 203 

Smith, Captain. Mentioned. 45 

S mith, A. Mentioned. 814 

Smith, Abel, jr. 

Mentioned. 259,281-284,289,646,713 

Report of expedition to Ponchatoula, La., and skirmishes, Mar. 21-30,1863 . 284 

Smith, D. Mentioned. 405 

Smith, E. Kirby. 

Assignments to command. 948,972,1005 

Co-operation of Pemberton witli. 1044-1046,1049,1058,1059 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraVs Office, C. 8. A. 972,1045 

Cosby, Charles Y. 1055,1056 

Holmes, Thoophilus H. 1041,1042,1046,1050,1054 

Magruder, John B. 1036,1043,1078 

Pemberton, John C. 1042,1044-1047,1049,1050,1058 

Scuriy, Willinm K. 1047,1049,1057,1062,1071,1084 

Speight, W. 104C 

Steele, William. 1014 

Taylor, Richard. 1047,1051,1065,1081-1083 

Walker, J. G. 1048,1051,1058,1083 

Washington, T. A. 1028 

Mentioned. 306-309. .318,332-334, 

678, 680, 71H, 948, 979, 984, 999, 1014,1022-1024,1036,1043,1044,1046, 
1048-1051, 1053-1057, 1062, 1065, 1074, 1081,1083,1107,1108,1117,1118 

Reports ot* campaign in West Louisiana, April 9-23,1863 . 386,387 

Staff. Announcements of. 1009,1048,1062 

Smith, Edward C. Mentioned. 467,469 

Smith, Elisha B. 

Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks. 709 

Mentioned. 634,645 
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INDEX. 


Page. 

Smith, Fred. B. Mentioned. 235 

Smith, George A. Mentioned.-.—.. 1069 

Smith,Henry Ii. Mentioned.....-. 418 

Smith, Howard. Mentioned. 1121 

Smith, Isaac. Mentioned. 81,98 

Smith, James B. Mentioned..-.-.-. 464 

Smith, J. H. Mentioned.-.. 120,122 

Smith, John Blair. Mentioned..-. 784,788 

Smith, Joseph. Mentioned. 230,725 

Smith, Leon. Mentioned. 210- 


212,214-216,225,227,237,816,897,908,909,931,932,974 


Smith, Martin L. 

Assignments to command. 768,769,840 

Correspondence -with 

Davis, Jefferson. 754,758 

Lee, S. Phillips. 6,7 

Pemberton, John C. 853,926 

Ruggles, Daniel. 809 

Taylor, Richard. 867 

Williams, Thomas. 6 

Mentioned .12,13,15,16,18,141,476,735,742,751,752,763,768,769,811,840,853,872 
Report of operations against and abont Vicksburg, May 18-July 27,1862.. 6 

Smith, Marshall J. Mentioned. 277,943,1062 

Smith, Melancthon. Mentioned. 252,302,1114 

Smith, Michael. Mentioned. 357 

Smith, Morrill B. Mentioned. 340 

Smith, Patrick. Mentioned. 331,348,353 

Smith, Ralph. Mentioned. 751,755,757,761 

Smith, Robert H. Mentioned. 770,1069 

Smith, Robert K. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Bntler. 445 

Mentioned. 441 

Smith, S. A. Mentioned. 1009,1049 

Smith, Samuel, & Co. Mentioned. 513 

Smith, T. B. 


Mentioned. 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5,1862 

Smith, Thomas. Mentioned. 

Smith, William. Mentioned. 

Smith & Johnson. Mentioned. 

Snodgrass, John. 

Mentioned. 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 1862 

Snow, Henry C. Mentioned. 

Snow, William A, Mentioned. 

Snow, W. K. Mentioned. 

Snowden, C. F. Mentioned. 

Snyder, CaptaLu. Mentioned. 

Soldiers’ Families. Orders of. 

Butler, Benjamin F. 

Louisiana, Governor of. 

Solis & Munis. Mentioned. 

Soniat, P. Mentioned. 

Son, Mancos. Mentioned. 


.. 18,78 
89 

219,220 
1092 
.. 542 

18,1033 
85 

.. 45,71 
356,357 
365,382 
.. 541 

.. 974 

.. 589 

.. 589 

.. 1076 
.. 443 

.. 228 
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Sorey, R. B. L. Mentioned. 

Soul^ Mentioned..... 45 68 

Sonl^, Pierre. 

Arrest of. Communications from Benjamin F. Butler. 447 

Correspondence with 

Beauregard, G. T. 73 ^ 

Bland, Ben. 495 

Putnam, James M. 495 

Mentioned. 447,495,7-23,734,799 

South, Department of tile. (Union.) West Florida detached from. 547 

South and East Louisiana, Militia District of. (Confederate.) 

Constituted, and limits defined. 935 

Pratt, John G., assigned to command. 935 

Southern Alabama. Operations in. (See/wwe29,1862. Ann^ Steamer. Cap- 
ture of.) 

Southerner, Steamer. Mentioned. 1102 

Southern Mississippi. Operations in. (See June 22, 1862. Pass Ckriaiian, 

Miss. ExpediUon to .) 

Southern Mississippi and East Louisiana, Department of. 

Designated District of the Mississippi. 771 

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 1, 510; No. 2 , 768; Nos. 3, 5, 1X21; 

No. 9, 771. 

Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 5, 769. 

Subdivisions of. 

First District. 

Constituted, and limits defined. 768 

Buggies, Daniel, assigned to command. 768 

Second District. 

Beall, William N. R., assigned to command. 768 

Constituted, and limits defined. 768 

Third District. 

Constituted, and limits defined. 768 

Smith, M. L., assigned to command. 768 

Van Dorn, Earl, assumes command . 510 

Southwestern Army. (Confederate.) 

Constituted. 948 

Merged into Trans-Mississippi Department. 972 

Smith, E. Kirby, assigned to command. 948 

Spaight, A. W. Mentioned. 143,813,815,816,832,837 

Reports of 

Beaumont, Tex. Destruction of railroad depot near, October 2, 1862. 146 

Sabine Pass, Tex. 

Aflair at, October 29, 1862. 180 

Engagement at, September 24-25, 1862. 144 

Taylor's Bayou, Tex. Affair on, September 27, 1862. 145 

Spanish Consulate. (For correspondence, see Tmanuel Callejon.) 

Sparkling Sea, Steamer. 

Loss of, January 9, 1863. Report of John A. Grow. ~^1 

Mentioned. 231,673 

Sparkman, J. M. Mentioned. 1^ 

Sparks, C. Mentioned. 

Sparrow, Edward. 

. Correspondence with War Department, C. .. 808,952 

Mentioned. 963,983 
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Page. 


Spaulding, S. R., Steamer. Mentioned. 608 

Speed, Frederic. Mentioned. 411 


(For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Neal Dow,) 


Speight, J. W. 

Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith. 1046 

Mentioned. 1083 

Spencer, J. H. Mentioned. 71 

Spit Fire, H. M. S. Mentioned. 225,647 

Spltzer, Garrett L Mentioned. 45,68 

Spooner, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 81,84 

Sprague, Homer B. Mentioned. 385 

S. R. Spaulding, Steamer. Mentioned. 606 

Stafford, Leroy A. Mentioned. 791 

Stafford, Spencer H. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler.*. 526 

Mentioned. 162,170,587,713 

Stanard, H. M. Mentioned. '. 217,881 


(For correspondence as Aide-de-Camp, see John B. Magruder ) 


Stancel, Jesse. 

Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks.• 647 

Mentioned. 658 

Stanley, Private. Mentioned. 322 

Stanley, William. Mentioned. 467-469 

Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned.. 47,311,447,450,466,471. 

493, 497, 527, 533, 534, 536,553, 556, 557, 567, 577, 581-585, 588,589, 592, 
595, 601, 612,613, 642,656, 657,690, 702, 716, 725,726,760,906,1098,1116 
(For correspondence, etc., see War Department^ U, S.) 

Stanton, H. W, Mentioned. 579 

Stanton, J. W., & Co. Mentioned. 540 

Stapp, Mr. Mentioned. 154-158 

Star, Steamer. Mentioned. 22 

Starke, John. Mentioned. 43 

Starke, P. B. Mentioned. 11,19 

Stams, B. B. Mentioned. 121,122 

Star of the West, C. S. S. Mentioned. 15 

State Department, TJ. S. 

Correspondence with 

Butler, Benjamin F. 473, 518,533,002 

Dayton, William L. (557 

Hunter, Charles. 522 


New Mexico, Secretary and Acting Governor of. 641 

War Department, U. S. 497,522,553,557,567,612,613,641,657 

Orders. Trade and intercourse. 612 


Statham, W. S. 

Correspondence with John C. Breckinridge. 1122 

Mentioned. 9,11,18,1121, U2Si 

Stedman, Joseph. Mentioned. 207,646,713 

Steedman, L G. W. Mentioned. 1033 

Steele, Frederick. Mentioned. 590 

Steele, 'W illiam 

Correspondence with E. Earby Smith. 1014 

Mentioned. 

Sterling, Robert. Mentioned.10 

Stevens, C. S.S. Mentioned.[_393 
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Stevens, B. Mentioned. 

Stevens, Henry K. Mentioned. 

Stevenson, Carter L. Mentioned. 902,926,1024 

Stevenson, John. Mentioned... gOg 

Stevenson, John A. 

Correspondence with 

Lapeyre, J. M. ggg 

War Department, C. 8. ggl 

Mentioned.-. ggg 

Stewart, A. M. Mentioned. 787,788 

Stewart, C. S. Mentioned. 1069 

Stewart, Dnncan. Mentioned. 737 

Stewart, James H. Mentioned. 629 

Stewart, James M. Mentioned. 35 O 

Stewart, S. D. Mentioned. 95 

Stillman, Charles. Mentioned. 1074 

Stith, Mr. Mentioned 1-.. 427 

Stith, D. C. Mentioned. 19 

Stockdale, J. L. Mentioned .. 944 

Stockdale, Thomas R. Mentioned. 189,1062,1076 

Stockton, Philip. Mentioned. 1121 

Stoddard, B. Mentioned. 45 

Stone, Charles P. 

Assignments to command. 719 

Mentioned. 719 

Stone, C. W. Mentioned. 284 

Stone, Eben F. Mentioned.:. 256,712 

Stone, R. H. 

Charges against, preferred by citizens of New Ulm, Tex. Report of Will¬ 
iam J. Wheeler. 989 

Mentioned.-... 942,982,989 

Storey, L. J. Mentioned... 223 

Storrs, Sam. John. 

Correspondence with Nathaniel P, Banks. 665 

Mentioned. 197,198 

Story, B. S. Mentioned. 178 

Stowell, B. S. Mentioned. 207 

Stoy, L. W. Mentioned. 218 

Stratton, Joel A. Mentioned. 354 

Strickland, Joseph. Mentioned. 385 

Stringfellow, H. M. Mentioned. 218 

Strong, George C. 

Ment 1 oned.-. 138,139,160,653,654 


Report of expedition to Pass Manchac and Ponchatoula, La., and skirmish, 


September 13-15,1862 . 139 

(For correbpondenee as A. A. G.,see Benjamin F. Butler,) 

Strother, D. H. Mentioned . 644 

Strunk, Samiiel. Mentioned.. 228 

Stuart, James D. Mentioned. 805 

Stuart, J. D. Mentioned. 1638 

Stuart & James. Mentioned. ^ 


Stucken, Prank V. D. Mentioned. 

Suboureau, Mr. Coirespondence with Nathaniel P. Banks . 
Subsistence Stores. Supplies of. (See Munitims of War,) 
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Page. 

Snlakowski, V. 

Correspondence with John B. Magruder.-. 1022,1034,1041,1063 

Mentioned. 179 

Snligar,-. Mentioned.-. 925 

SnUivane, Clement. Mentioned. 19,1121 

Sumter, U. S. S. Mentioned. 33,38,40,537,538 

Snperville, A. Mentioned.-. 961 

Siirget, E. Mentioned.-. . 396 

(For correspondence as A. A. G., see Biohard Taylor,) 

Swan, Steamer. Mentioned. 231,233 

Swan, Mr. Mentioned. 922 

Swanson, W. G. Mentioned. 948 

Sweaney, J. R. lilentiened. 18,79,1033 

Sweeny, Captain. Mentioned. 755 

Swift, Captain. Mentioned. 217 

Swift, John L. Mentioned. 362,630 

Swiss Consulate. (For correepondence, see A, Piaget) 

Switzerland, U. S. S. Mentioned. 295,302,307,312,313,316,718 

Sykes, Steamer. Mentioned. 355,726,727 

Talbot, Jndge. Mentioned. 846 

Tamaulipas, Mez., Governor of. 

Correspondence with 

Bee, Hamilton P. 966, 

975,992,994,996,998,1006,1007,1025,1044,1051,1127-1130,1132-11:55 

Btichel,A. 924 

Orders. Febmary 28,1863 . 1126 

Tarleton, John B. Mentioned. 389,390,395 

Tarlton, Whitney & Co. Mentioned. 541 

Tassara, Gabriel Garcia y. Mentioned. 667,568,581 

Tate, Fred. Mentioned. 19,772,1121 

Tate,W. Mentioned. 792 

Tattnall, J. R. F. Mentioned. 770,850 

Taylor, C. A. Mentioned. 805 

Taylor, Franck E, Mentioned. 361 

Taylor, George W. Mentioned. J4,64 

Taylor, James G. Mentioned. 403 

Taylor, J. M. Mentioned. 82 

Taylor, Joseph. Mentioned. 851,933 

Taylor, Richard. 

Assignments to command. 789,802 

Co-operation with Gardner. 922,923 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. S. A. 791,864,872,877,919 

Benjamin, J. P. 188 

Blanchard, Albert G. 954 

Butler, Benjamin F. 565 

Gardner, FrankUn. 922,1003,1018,1021 

Hubert, Paul 0. 838,866 

Holmes, Theophilus H. 971 

Johnston, Joseph E. 958 

Louisiana, Governor of. 874 

Magruder, John B. 970,985 

Pemberton, John C. 855,859,868,873,963,1021,10-24,1044,1045 

Engjles, DanieJ....,.. 802 
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Taylor, Richard—Continued. 

Correspondence with 

Smith, E. Kirby. 1047,1061,1065,1081-1083 

Smith, Martin L. ggy 

War Department, C. S.!. W3,^,983 

Instructions to. 

Mentioned. 159,179,180,185,5J75,297,299,308,317,332, 

386, 387,398,399,404,786, 789,795, 804, 808, 810, 817, 819,820, 822, 840, 
855.866,867, 874,876,877, 879,880,888, 910,911,922, 953,954, 963,968, 
1003,1042-1047,1049,1050,1053, 1054,1084, 1092-1094,1105, 1118, 1119 

Reports of 

Diana, U. S. S. Capture of, March 28, 1863. 290 

La Fourohe District, La. Operations in, October24-Novemher 6,1862.. 174 

West Louisiana. Campaign in, April 9-23,1863. 388 

Taylor, W. A. Mentioned. 774,824 

Taylor, Zachary. Mentioned. 220,621 

Taylor’s Bayou, Teac. Affair on, September 27, 1862. Report of A. W. 

Spaight. 145 

(See also Debray to Dat;i8,p.820.) 

Tohefonota River, La. Expedition up the, July 25-Angust 2, 1862. (See 
Pontcbartrain LaTce, Za, Operations aroundf July ^August % 

1862.) 

Teohe Bayou, La. Engagements on. 

January 14, 1863. Reports of 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 233 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 234 

Winchester, B, F. 1089 

(See also Banks io Ealleck, p, 646.) 

April 12-13,1863. (See Fort Bislmd, La.) 

Tennessee, U. S. S. Mentioned.31,957 

Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy— Battafions: Ist, 276,278,971,1033,1062. Regiments: 1st, 19. 
Artillery, Light—5affer/es; Lookout Artillery (Barry), 1068: Mc- 
Clung’s, 16,801,803; Humes’, 1068. 

Cavalry— Battalions: 9th, 9.34,949,971, 1033, 1062. Regiments : Jackson’s, 

763,1120. 

InierLtrj—Battalions: 1st, 278,1033,1062. Regiments: 3d, 1033,1062; 10th, 

278,1033,1062; 19th, 20th, 28th, 18,78,82 ; 30th, 278,1033,1062 ; 41st, 

1033,1062; 42d, 934,1032,1061; 45th, 18,78,82 ; 46th, 48th, 49th, 934, 
1032,1061; 50th, 1033,1062; 51st, 278,1033 ; 53d, 934,1032,1061; 55th, 

934,1032,1061,1070. 

Tenney, Joseph F. Mentioned. 44,61,67,303,7n5 

Terrazas,-. Mentioned. 656 

Terrazas, Luis. Mentioned. 578,634-636,669,674,675,682,664,6&7,66S, 709 

(For correspondence, etc., see Chihmbua, Mex., Governor of.) 

Terrell, V. L. 

Correspondence with John L. Logan. 408 

Mentioned. ‘^6,408,409,103?, 1062 

Report of capture of the steamer Lone Star, November 27,1862. 189 

Terry, F. G. Mentioned. 79 

Teryaghi, B. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler. 479 

Mentioned. ^79 
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Page. 

Texas. 

Affairs in, generally. Commnnioations from 

Army Headquarters.-. 656 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 200,642 

Bee, Hamilton P. 881 

Davis, Jefferson. 871 

Gray, P. W. 868 

Holmes, Theophilns H. 883 

Houston, Samuel. 933 

Magruder, John B. 936,974,1000,1030,1077,1076 

Scurry, W. R. 1053 

Texas, Governor of. 896,952 

War Department, C.S. 952 

Baylor, John R., assigned to command of northern and Indian frontier of. 858 
Coast defenses. Communications from 

Debray, X. B. 829,831,838,856,865,878,909,910,912,957 

Forshey, C. G. 885,1001 

Hubert, Paul O. 854,855,878 

Kellersberg, J. 834,853 

Lubbock, H. S. 830 

Magrnder, John B. 909,913,936,939,1004,1005 

Nichols, E.B.-. 957 

Shea, Dan. D. 949 

Sulakowski, V. 1022,1034 

War Department, C.S. 871 

(See also Carpus ChrisUf Tex.) 

Conscription Act in. 

Enforcement of. 220, 

870, 881, 886, 887, 890, 900, 921,925-929,931,936,042,945,946, 
952,955,960,974,975,978,979,981,982,987,988,1018,1056,1057 
Resistance to. Communications from 

BeU,A. J. 887,92.5 

Biegel Settlement, Tex., Citizens of. 928 

Flewellen, J. P. 866 

Hardeman, P. 960,989 

McCown, J. B. 921 

Magrnder, John B. 890,931,936,946 

Webb, Henry L. 942,955,978,982 

Webb, William G. 926,946 

Wheeler, William J. 989 

(See also Magrnder to LuhhocJc, p. 974; report of Magrnder, p. 220.) 

Defense of, general. Communications from John B. Magrnder. 932 

Demonstrations against, proposed. Communications from 

Massachusetts. Governor of. 412 

Navy Department, U. S. 413 

(See also Butler to Stanton, p. 552; Butler to Halleclc, p. 158.) 

Frontier defenses of. Communications from 

Bee, Hamilton P. 950,951 

Hubert, Paul O. 858 

Magrader, John B. 1027,1034 

Steele, William. 1014 

War Department, C. Sf. 871 

Hamilton, A. J., appointed Military Governor of. 595 

Martial law. 220,829,974,975,1006,1018,1021 

Military departments embracing. 1 , 500 ,690,948 
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TeaaB—Continned. 

Militia. 843,858,859,904,913,925,975,1057,1079 

Occupation of, suggested. Communications firom 

Hunter, Charles. ggjj 

State Department, U. S. 

Operations in, and on coast of. Communications &om 

Banks, N. P. 

Bee, Hamilton P. 881,933,964,965,1006,101^1016,1056 

Brown, R. R. 

Cleveland, H. B. 

Cook, Joseph J. g 2 g 

Cushing, E. H. 097 

Debray, X. B. 813-815,820,825,626,832,836 

Hdbert, Paul 0. 825,858 

Jones, O.G. 895 

Louisiana, Governor of. 894 

Luokett, P. N. 950 

Magruder, John B. 884,886,894,895,897,931,1030,1077 

Eugeley,E. S. ^930 

Texas, Governor of. 843,925 

(See also 

Sept. 24-25, 1862. Sahine Pass, Teas. Engagement at 

27.1862. Taylor^8 BayoUf Tex. Affair on. 

Oot. 1Q62. Beaumontj Tex. Destruction of railroad dqtot at 

5, 1862. Galveston^ Tex. Capture of, ly Union fleet. 

29.1862. Sabine Pass, Tex. Affair at 

31-Nov. 1, 1862. Lavaca, Tex. Bonibardmentof. 

Nov. 20, 1862. Matagorda, Tex. Affair near. 

Dee. 7, 1862. Padre Island, Tex. Affair at 

24, 1862. Galveston, Tex. Ocoupation of, by Union forces. 

Jan. 1, 1863. Galveston, Tex. Eeoapture of, by Confederate forces. 

11, 1863. Ratteras, U. S. S. Capture of, off Galveston, Tex. 

21, 1863. Sabine, Tex. Attack on blockading squadron at 
Mar. 2-30, 1863. jffio Grande. Expedition to the mouth of the. 

April 18, 1863. Sabine Pass, Tex. Affair at. 

May 3,1863. Saint Joseph’s Island, Tex. Affair at) 

Refugees from. Organization and recruitment of, for U. S. service. 588, 

591,592,658,1013,1014,1016,1017 

State troops for defense of northwestern frontier of, to be under command 

of department commander. 818 

Union sentiment in. 522 

Texas, Department of. (Union.) David E. Twiggs assigned to command .. 500 

Texas, District of. (Confederate.) 

Bee, Hamilton P., assigned to command. 879 

Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 

October 31,1862 . 851 

November 1,1862. Sub-district of the Rio Grande. 851 

December 31,1862. Sub-district of the Rio Grande. 920 

Constituted, and limits defined. S02 

Designated “District of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona”. 880 

Hdbert, Paul O. 

Assigned to command. 

Relieved of command. 

Magmder, John B., assigned to command. ^ 

79 B R—VOL XV 
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Texas, District of. (Confederate.)—Continued. 

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 9,879. 

Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 20, 820 j No. 26,858. 

Texas, Governor of. 

Correspondence with 

Davis, Jefferson. 807 

Hubert, Paul 0.-. 858,925 

Magruder, John B. 896,903,913,925,952,974 

War Department, C.S. 952 

Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 132,818; No. 143,843. 

Texas Legislature. Eesolutions of thanks. Recapture of Galveston by Con¬ 
federate forces, January 1,1863 . 221 

Texas Troops. (Confederate.) Mentioned. 

Arizona Brigade— Battalions: 1st Infantry (^Davidson), 1064. Regiments: 
lst(J?ar(iemflw),931; 2 d, 1053,1054,1064 ; 3d, 1053-1055,1064 ; 4th, 1064. 

Artillery, Heavy— Regiments: 1st (Ocofc), 148,212,214,21.5,238,837,865,935. 

Artillery, Light— Battalions: Shea’s, 181 ,182,851. Batteries: Creuzbaur, 

851; Maclin’s, 684, 851; Neal's, 851; Valverde, 389, 390, 395, 884, 894, 

897, 910, 911,1092; Willke's, 684,851, 933,901; Wilson’s, 143, 145, 214, 
813-815,1074. 

Cavalry—^affa//o/ 7 S; 3d ( Yager), 684,851; 8 th (Taylor), 851,933,951; 12th 
(Brown), 188,865,949,1018,1021,1080; 13th ( Wallet'), 133,137,245, 388,391, 
392,394,398,680; 14th(Dwjr),851,933,1014,1021. Companies: Benavides, 
R.,851; Benavides, S., 851; Brackenridge’s, 405,851; Navarro’s, 851, 

951,1064; Penaloza's, 851; Rountree’s, 979; Spencer’s. 1057 ; Thomas’, 

1057; Trevino’s, 1057; Ware’s, 851. Regiments: Frontier (McCord), 933, 
950,951,1027,1034; Lane’s, 346,1081,1082; 2d (P 2 /ron), 214,238.684,851, 

878,916,933,9.i6,1071; 4th (Belly), 213,389,390-392, a57, >^78, 969,983,1003 ; 

5th (Green), 212,388,391,392,857,878,935,983 ; 6 th (Stone), 902-904,1027, 
1034,1053,1054 ; 7th (Baghy), 212, 347, 389, 390, 397, 398, 910, 983, 1003, 
1091,1092; 23d (Gould), 886 , 1027, 1034, 1054, 10.57,1071 ; 24th (Wilkes), 

824 ; 26th (Dehray), 143,144,148,151,837,865,942; 29th (De Morse), 895, 

896, 1057 ; 30th (Gurley), 902-904,937,1053-1055 ; 33d (Duff), 1077,1078, 

1080 ; 36th (Tfooda), 851,933,965,1057. 

Infantry—^affa//o/ 7 S: Bates’, 865; Burnet’s (Sharpshooters), 10;52, 1061; 
Griffin’s. 143,145,188,214,813,814,86.5,935,1053; Speight’s, 143-146,180, 
238,813,814,816,1071. Companies: lieland’e, 190,191,851. Regiments’ 

3d (Luckelt), 683,684,851,933; 7th (Bailey), 934,1033,1062 ; 8 th (Hohhy), 
404,405,851,1078,1085; 13th (BrtM, 1071; 20tti (Elmore), 143, 145, 148, 

214, 217,813,814,816,837,865; 21st {Gnffn), 402,403. 

Miscellaneous: Waul’s Legion, 794. 

Texas Troops. (Union.) Mentioned. 

CsNsluy—Regiments: 1st (Davis), 205, 406,591, 592, 628, 713. 

Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, District of (Confederate.) 

Confederate troops in. Organization, sfcicngth, etc. 


November 30,1862. gg 3 gg 4 

January 12,1863 . ’946 

February 28,1863 . 1001 

March 31,1863 . 1034 

Magruder, John B., assumes command. ggO 


Orders, General, series 1862: No. 1,880; No. 45 , 238. 

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 24, 979 ; No. 28, 986: No. 30, 990; No 
37; 220; No. 39, 1003; No. 56, 221; No. 66. 1085. 

Orders, Speci.sl. series 1863: January 21, 9.56; No. 35, 931; No. 37,936; 
No. 38, 939; No. 88, 1000 ; No. 91,1004; No. 134,1080; No. 264,818. 
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Page. 

Thayerj Edward A. Mentioned... 23 $ 

Thayer, Richard R. Mentioned. . gg 

Thiers, Louis Adolphe. Mentioned. ^27 

Thomas,-. Mentioned. jgg 

Thomas, Allen. Mentioned.-..—.. 11,18 


(For correspondence, etc., see AdjuimUQmeraVa Office^ U. S, A,) 

Thomas, Stephen. 

Mentioned. 161-163,167,170,174,184,235,^6,587,712 

Reports of 

Boutte Station, La. Affair at, September 5, 1862. I 34 

Des Allemands Bayou, La. Affair at, September 4,1862. I 34 

Saint Charles Court-House, La. Skirmish near, August 29,1862. 132 

Thomas, W. H. Mentioned. IO 09 

Thompson, A. P. Mentioned. 18,77,78,81,90,91,93,94,96-100,108,1033 

Thompson, Charles J. Mentioned. 68 

Thompson, B. T. Affidavit of. 562 

Thompson, E. W. Mentioned. 168,650 

Thompson, James M. Mentioned.129,773 

Thompson, J. (For correspondence as A. A. Q-., see John C. Pemberton,) 

Thompson, John. Mentioned. 81,86 

Thompson, J. W. Correspondence with John C. Breckinridge. 1125 

Thompson, M. Jeff. 

Correspondence with 

Breckinridge, John C. 799,1124 

Ruggles, Daniel. 797,803 

Mentioned. 138,140,548,762,765,770,1120 

Thornhill Sc Co. Mentioned. 542 

Thornton, Charles. Mentioned. 1123 

Thornton, Charles C G. Mentioned. 139,140 

Thornton, Harry I. (For t orrespondeuce as A. A. A. G., see W. S. Statham.) 

Thorpe, Gould H. Mentioned. 284 

Thresman, O. F. Moutioncd. 540 

Throckmorton, John R. Mentioned. 95 

Thurber, Benjamin F. Mentioned. 236 

Thysseus, F. L. J. Mentioned. 19 

Tickfaw Bridge, La. Skirmish at, May 16, 1863. (See Amite JRiverand Jach- 
.son Railroad, La. Operations on the. May 9-18,1863.) 

Time and Tide, St<‘ainer. Mentioned. 443,1102 

Tinelli, Louis W. Mentioned. 714 

Tissot. A L. Meiilioiied. 10 

Todd, A. H Mentioned.77,90 

Todd, David H Mentioned. 10,849 

Todd, R. B. Mentioned. 887,914 

Todd, S. M. Mentioned. 753 

Toledano, E. A. Mentioned. 1033,1061 

Topp, H. E. 

Mentioned. 81, c4 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5,1862. 

Totten, Joseph G. Mentioned. 421,655 

Tower, Z. B. Mentioned. 

Townes, R. J. Mentioned. 

Trabue, R. P. Mentioned. 800,801 

Tracy, B. L. Mentioned. 
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Page. 

Trade and Intercourse. 

Communications from 

Bankhead, Smith P.-. 1066 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 309,615,616,629,630,643,661,672,673,690,694,1116 

Butler, Benjamin P. 443,470,582,584 

Chandler, J. G. 1102 

Davis, Jefferson. 863 

Hindman, T. C.-. 782 

Holahird, S. B. 673 

Lambert,.. 660 

Lapeyre, J. M. 863 

Louisiana, Governor of. 756,757,759-761,891-893 

Magmder, John B. 986,990 

Marks, J. 660 

Navy Department, XT. S. 583 

Nuevo Leon and Coahuila, Governor of. 1067 

Ruggles, Daniel. 805,890,891 

Russell, Charles. 1072 

Stevenson, John A.*. 861 

State Department, TJ. S. 612 

Tamaulipas, Governor of.-. 1007 

Treasury Department U. S. 311 

War Department, C. S.-. 863,1059 

War Department, U. S. 591,612 

Webb, Henry L. 1017,1020 

Witt, A. R. 835 

(See also Banks to Ealleck^ pp. 240,261,639,1109,1117; Bartka to Burrell, 
p. 201; Butler to Stanton, p» 422; HalleoJc to Banks, p. 690,1117; 
Stanton to Butler, p. 493; Thompson toBuggUs, p. 797; Magrudet' 
to Cooper, p. 1030; Magruder to Anderson, p. 900; Bee to Anderson, 
p. 881; Delray to Hdbert, p. 815; Delray to Mason, p. 814 ; Smith to 
Irmn, p. 709; proclamation of Governor of Louisiana, pp. .504-510; 
order of Van Bom, p. 771.) 

Permits. (Confederate.) 

Exportation of cotton.-. 617 

Importation of salt. 617 

Proposition of Banks to planters. 616 

Trans-Mississippi Department. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from Jefferson Davis. 807 

Constituted, and limits defined. 1 

Orders, General, series 1862; No. 5 , 802; (Hebert), No. 11 , 824. 

Orders, General, series 1863; No. 1,1005 ; No. 3,1009; No. 5,1048 ; No. 6 , 

1054; No. 9, 1062; No. 47, 1093. 

Polignac, C. J., assigned to duty in. 1023 

Smith, E. Kirby, assigned to, and assumes command of. 972,1005 

Walker, L. M., assigned to duty in. 1022 

Trans-Mississippi District. (Confederate.) Orders, General, series 1862: 

No. 2, 780; No. 4, 782; No. 5, 783. 

Transportation. Railroad and Water. Communications from 

Adjutant-GeueraPs Office, U. S. A. 527 

Army Headquarters. 645, 646,671,702,726 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 073 ^ 000, 690,693,718,1117 

Breckinridge, John C. 0 O() 

Brown, Milton. ^37 
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Pago. 


Transportation. Railroad and Water-Continued. Communications from 


Buokner, Simon B. 

Butler, Benjamin F. 537,559,571 

Edey, Percy F. 5 ^^ 

Emory, William H. 

Farragut, D. G. 527 

Fleming, L. J. 937 

Holabird, S. B. 573 

Jolmston, Joseph E. 938,971 

Miller, W. C. 931 

Morris, Henry W. g 52 

Navy Department, U. S. 527 

Pemberton, John C. 937,938,963 

Porter, David D.527,560 

Porter, W. D. 537 

Quartermaster-GeneraPs Office, U. S. A. 691 

Ruggles, Daniel. 803,809 

Sherman, T. W. 672 

Taylor, Richard. 873 

Thompson, E. T. 562 

War Department, C. S. 770 


(See also proclamation of Governor of Louisiana, pp. 504-510 j BanTcs to Hal- 
leolc, pp. 240,294,316; Banks to Grant, pp. 303,304; Butler to Sal- 
leck, pp. 158,160,161; Butler to Weitzel, p. 162; Butler to Stanton, 


p. 422; Halleck to Banks, p. 690,725.) 

Trask, O. W. 

Correspondence with Frank S. Nickerson. 671 

Mentioned. 283 

Treasury Department, XT. S. Correspondence with 

Butler, Benjamin F. 491,499,513,582 

War Department, U. S. 311 

Trepagnier, N. Mentioned.81,104 

Trow, George H. Mentioned.351 

Trull, George G. 

Mentioned. 43,56,59,60,66,651 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August 5, 1862 . 62 

Tubbs, John L. Mentioned. 935 

Tucker, Major. Mentioned. 217 

Tully, P. R. 

Correspondence with H. J. CauLfte. 60G 

Mentioned. 604 

Turnbull, Charles S. Mentioned. 026 

Turner, Edmund P. Mentioned.217,881 

(For correspondence as A. A. G., see John B. Magruder.) 

Turner, John W. Mentioned. 48,463,503,525 

Turney, R. Mentioned. 040 

Twiggs, David E. 

Assignments to command. OOO 

Correspondence with A. C. Myers. 500,501 

Letters found in house of, forwarded to War Department. 500-502 

Mentioned. 500,501,541 

Tyler, U. S. S. Mentioned. 

Tyler, H. C. Mentioned. ^ 

Tyler, Thomas R. Mentioned. 44,46,57 
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Differs, H. A. Mentioned. 317,318 

Ullman, Daniel. Mentioned. 716 

Uncle Ben, C. S. S. Mentioned. 238,974 

Uncle Tommy, Steamer. Mentioned. 343,344 

Undaunted, Ship. Mentioned. 673 

Union, Steamer. Mentioned. 705,730,1102 

Union Troops. 

Casnalties. Eetnrns of 

Baton Rouge, La. Engagement at, August 5, 1862. 51 

Bisland, Fort, La. Engagement at, April 12-13,1863 . 319 

Georgia Landing, La. Action at, August 27,1862. 172 

Irish Bend, La. Engagement at, April 14, 1863. 319 

Mentioned. 

Artillery— Regiments: 1st {Batteries)^ A, 234, 236, 319-.321, 323, 324, 

328, 329,628, 647,650,712; P, 242, 319-321, 329-331, 335-337, 340, 343, 
353,628,650,714; L, 128, 320, 321, 359, 361, 362, 365, 366,377, 381,570, 

628,650,714 ; 2d {Batteries), C, 319,320,359,360,362,366,367,384,628. 

650,714; H, K, 628,651,714; 3d {Batteries), A, 576,577,722,725; 5th 
{Batteries), G, 256,2.57,409,628,650,713,728. 

C&YsAiy—Regiments: 1st, 574,577,725 ; 2d, 3d, 574; 5th, 574,576,577, 

725; 7th, 574,577.725; 10th, 574. 

Ordnance—Com/?a/?/es: Shoemaker’s, 574,725. 

(For Volunteers, see respective States; also Colored Troops.) 
Organization, strength, etc. 

Gulf, Department of the. 627,628.634,645,646,650,651,711-714 

New Mexico, Department of. 574,725 

Recruitment, organization, etc. Communications from 

Adjutant-GeneraFs Office, U. S. A. 493 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 626,634,645,646 

Butler, 'Benjamin F. 493,588,591 

War Department, U. S. 494 

(See also Butler to JStanton, pp. 422,447,521,559; Butler to Ralleok, p. 555; 
Hamilton to Baiikb, p. 658; orders of Banks, pp. 678, 699; also 
Colored Troops,) 

United States, Steamer. Mentioned. 608 

United States Consul, Matamoras, Mex. (For correspondence, etc., see 
L. Bierce, jr.) 

United States Consul, Monterey, Mez. (For <*orrespondeuce, see 

Myndert M. Kimmey.) 

Updegraff, Joseph. Mentioned. 228,574,725 

Upton, Daniel P. Mentioned. 306 

Uranga, Mr. Mentioned. 606 

Urquhart, W. & D. Mentioned. 542 

Utah Creek, N. Mex. Expedition to, October 9-November 25, 1862 (See 
Fort Union, K. Mex. Expedition from, Oct, 9~Nov. 25, 1862.; 

Utterback, Grandison. Mentioned. 81,98 

Vaca, L. M. Mentioned . 228 

Valdez, Gabriel. Mentioned. 599 

Van Benthuysen, Major. Mentioned. 463 

Vance, John A. 

Mentioned... 173,237,327 

Report ol operations in La Fourche District, La., October 24—Novem- 

her 6 , 1862. I 73 

Van Dorn, C. S. S. Mentioned. 515 ^ 752 ^ 763 
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Page. 


Van Dorn, Bari. 

Assignments to command.. 

Assumes command of the defenses of Yioksbnig. 709 

Correspondence "with 

Breckinridge, John C. 786,797,1134 

Davis, Jefferson. 14,767,778,794 

Price, Sterling. 7 gg 

Knggles, Daniel. 747,761-763,765,771,775-779,785,803,804,1120 


--- . , , , , / ,-,- , . • w, fW, 4UO, 

771,773,778,790-792,794,799,801,80*2,817,821,822,871,1120-1122,1125 

Reports of 

Baton Rouge, La. Operations about, July 27-Augu8t 6,1862. 14,15 

Yicksburg, Miss. 

Bombardment of, June 28,1862. 14 

Operations against and about, May 18-July 27,1862 . 15 

Staff. Announcements of. 1121 

Vangieson, Virginius. Mentioned.‘. 126 

Van Petten, John B. Mentioned. 712 

Van Zandt, Jacob. 

Mentioned. 265,373,645,714 

Reports of 

Irish Bend, La. Engagement at, April 14,1863 . 380 

Vermillion Bayou, La. Action at, April 17,1863 . 380 

Van Zandt, K. M. Mentioned. 1033 

Varuna, U. S. S. Mentioned. 428 

Vaughn, John C. Mentioned. 885 

Vela, Isidro. Mentioned. 966 

Vermillion Bayou, La. Action at, April 17, 1863. Report of J. Yan Zandt... 380 

(See also West Louisiana. Operations in, April 9-May 14,1863. Reports of 

Banks, Nathaniel P Fariea, T. A. Monton, Alfred. 

Cassidy, Michael. G-iover, Cuvier. Nims, Onnand F. 

Cloflson, Ilenry 'W. Holcomb, B. E. Smith, E. Zirbv. 

Hay, Nicholas'W. Kimball, W. K. Taylor, Eichard 

D-wight, William, jr. 

Also Banks to Augur, 704.) 


Vermont, Governor of. Correspondence with 


Butler, Benjamin F. 48 

War Depart inout, U. S. 47 


Vermont Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—Rarter/es; 1st, ()28j 651, 713; 2d, 124, 125,199, 205, 650, 
714. 


Infantry— Regiments: 7th, 25-27, 39, 42, 43, 46-53, 56, 59, 60, 04, 66, 69, TO, 

74, 490, 028, 714; 8th, 132-135, 159, 161, 165, 234-236, 319, 565, 587. 628. 
634, 712. 

Vernon, John A. Mentioned. 

Vick, Thomas B. 

Assignment to command with Louisiana Militia. 

Mentiouod. 17/,1/G. 9s5, 

Vicksburg, Steamer. Mentioned. 

Vicksburg, Miss. 

Batteries at, October 3T, 1862. Eeport of George Upehar Mayo, of coadi- 

tion of. 

Bird^s-eye view of, and vicinity, July 5,1862 . 

Bombardment of, June 28,1862. Report of Earl Yac Dorn. 

(See also report of Smith, pp. 8,9.) 


182 

985 

991 

737 


848 

29 

14 
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Page. 

ViokBburg, IMOss.—Continued. 

Canal across Buxey’s Point. 

Construction of, ordered.-. 25,26 

Profile of. Sketch. 30 

(See also report of Thomas WilUams, pp. 27,28.) 

Defenses of. 

Communications firom 

Beauregard, G. T.810,812 

Davis, Jefferson.-. 920 

Pemberton, John C. 853,920,1009 

Buggies, Daniel. 809 

Eeport of William S. Lovell, of inspection of.. 852 

(See also report of M, L, Smithy pp. 7,8.) 

Demand for surrender of, and refusal. 12,13 

Expedition to, June 20-O‘uly 24, 1862. (See Viokshitrg, Miss. Operations 
against and about^ May IS-July 27, 1862.) 

Operations against and about. 

May 18-July 27, 1862. 

Communications from 

Adjutant-GeneraPs Office, U. S. A. 19,527 

Autry, James L... 13 

Beauregard, G. T. 742,746,752 

Bragg, Braxton. 762 

Butler, Benjamin P. 24,31,464,530,559 

Davis, C. H. 517 

Davis, Jefferson. 754,767.778 

Edey, Percy F. 561 

EUet, Alfred W. 498,515,521,529 

Farragut, D, G. 457,498,514,527 

BAHeck, H. W. 515,517,519 

Lee, S. Phillips. 6,13,14 

Lovell, Mansfield. 741,758 

Morris, Henry W.. 

Navy Department, U. S. . 517,527,530 

Porter, David D. '*. 464,527,531,560 

Buggies, Daniel.”' ’ ^ v' -' - 742,761-763,765,766,771 

Smith, M, L. 7 

Thompson, E. T. 562 

Van Dorn, Earl. 510,747,761-763,769,771,779,1120 

Vicksburg, Miss., Mayor of.. 12-14 

War Department, U. S. 494,497,518,433 

Williams, Thomas... 6,26 

(See also Butler to Stanton, pp. 422,447,465,478,502.) 

Congratulatory orders. (Adjt. and Inspector Gen.'s Office, C. S. A.) 19 

Eeports of 

Smith, M.L. 6 

^ Van Dorn, Earl. 15 

Williams, Thomas. May 26-August 2 . 22,26,31 

(See also 

May 26, 1862. Grand Gulf, Miss, Affair at, 

June 9, 1862. Grand Gulf, Miss, Engagement at, 

24, 1862. Maniilton Blantation^ Miss, Skirmish near, 

28.1862. Yioksburg, Miss, Bonibardmnitof, 

July 15, 1862. Arkansas, C, S. S, Engagement with. 

22.1862, Arkansas, C, S, 8, Engagement with,) 
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Vicksburg, Miss.—Continued. 

Operations against and about. 

January 20-July 4, 1863. Communications from 

. 

. 

Be-enforcements for. Communications from ' ’ 

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A infio 

. 

Forney, John H. ^ 

Gardner, Franklin. 1035-10^,‘ioM'io70,’iw4,1076 

Holmes, TbeopbilusH... ™ 

Lovell, Mansfield. ^ 

Pemberton, John C. 92 q^ 2035 ^ 2037,1069,1071 

Buggies, Daniel. 

Smith, Martin L., to remain in charge of immediate defense of.!] 76 ^ 

Surrender of, demanded and refused. May 18, 1862.] g 7 

Van Dorn, Earl, assumes command of defenses of. 7^9 

Vicksburg, Miss., Mayor of Correspondence with S. Phillips Lee. 12-14 

Vidaurri, Santiago. Mentioned. 683.709,882,923,924,*9^,1^, 1067 

(For correspondence, etc., see Nuevo Leon and CoahiUa^ Mex,^ Governor of.) 

Viejo, Jamero. Mentioned. 228 

Villepigue, John B. 

Correspondence with 

Pemberton, John C..'. 

Buggies, Daniel. 763,766 

Mentioned. 761,762,800,804,859,1120 

VlUer^, Charles J. Mentioned. 799 

Vincennes, U. S. Sloop. Mentioned. 209 110 

Vincent, William G. Mentioned. 176,303,389,390,392,395,707,’ 827 

Vineyard, S. C. Mentioned. 4 Q 5 

Virginia. Re-enforcementvS for. Communications from 

Holmes, Theophilus H. 343 

Navy Department, U. S. 527 

Pemberton, John C. 832,833,843 

Virginia Point, Tex. Embraced in District of Galveston. 820 

Vogel, Mrs. MenUouod. 54 (j 

Voorhies, W. M. Mentioned. IO 32 

Vorheis, P. R. Mentioned. 1 S 9 

Wachter, Philip. Mentioned. 45,65,322 

Waddell, W. Mentioned. 189 

Waddy, J. R. 

Correspoudonco with John C. Pemberton. 859 

Mentioned. 827 

* (For correspondence as A. A. G., see John C. Pemherton.) 

Wade, W. W. Mentioned. 927 

Wadsworth, Thomas. Mentioned. 930 

Waggaman, Eugene. Mentioned.919,984 

Wagner, Mi. Mentioned. 989 

Wagner, Hammond. Mentioned. 37 

Wainwright, J. M. Mentioned. 200,203,206,208,211,213,215,219,225 

Walker, George E. Mentioned. 964,1015 

Walker, George Washington. Mentioned. 554 
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Pap:«. 

Walker, J. G-. 

Correspondence •with 

Hubert, Panic. 10^ 

Smith, E. Kirby. 1048,1051,1058,1083 

Mentioned. 387,1041,1042,1047,1051,1056,1056,1081-1083,1093,1096 

Walker, L. M. 

Assignments to command. 1022 

Mentioned. 1022 

Walker, L. Pope. Mentioned. 648 

Walker & Co. Mentioned. 541 

Walker & Snyder. Mentioned.-*. 542 

Wallace, H. P. Mentioned. 1123 

Wallace, John. Mentioned. 157 

Wallace, Lewis. Mentioned. 762 

Wallace, Thomas. Mentioned. 236 

Wallace, W. P. Mentioned ..-. 94 

Waller, Ed., jr. Mentioned. 133 

Walsh, H. H. Mentioned. 100 

Walsh, John. Mentioned..•-. 236 

Walton, Benjamin H. Mentioned. 930 

Walworth, E. Mentioned. 1009 

War Department, C. S. Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. 8. A. 185,765,840,877,905,918 

Alabama, Governor of. 888,898,946,1076,1077 

Beall, William N. R. 841 

Benjamin, J. P. 185 

Blanchard, Albert G. 779,790 

Bragg, Braxton. 770 

Buckner, Simon B. 1035,1036 

Clanton, J. H. 1069 

Conscript Bureau, C, S. A. 984 

Davis, Jefferson. 14,741,863,871,919,920,940,984 

Engineer Department, C. S. A. 876,877 

Forney, John H. 804,874,902 

Hart, Simeon. 866 

Hubert, Paul O. 822,824,871 

Lee, Robert E. 794 

Louisiana, Governor of. 766,768,773,775 

Lovell, Mansfield. 459,741,750,751,758,760 

McWillie, M. H. 940 

Magruder, John B. 857, 897,931,932,967 

Maury, Dabney H. 1059 

Navy Department, C. S. 1030 

Ordnance Department, C. S. A. 876,922 

Pemberton, John C. 864,922 

Post-Ofdce Department, C. S. 823 

Quartermaster-General’s Office, C. S.A. 872 

Randolph, Y. M. 115 ^ HO 

8ibley, H. H. 819 

Sparrow, Edward. 808,952 

Stevenson, John A. 861 

Taylor. Richard. 872,962,983 

'resa**, Governor of. 952 
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Wax Department, XT. S. (Jorrespondence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P.612,629,642,057,069,676 

Butler, Benjamin F. 422 

439,447.465,471,478,485, 493-495,500,502,515,518,52l! 'm, 543,’ 
548,552, 559, 563, 573,578,581,585,588,589,591,592,602,603,611 

EUet, Alfred W. 39,497,498,515,521,529 

Halleck, Henry W. 494,515,518,519 

Hamilton, A. J. 595 

Navy Department, U. S. 527,530,533 

Shepley, George F. 47 I 

State Department, U. S. 497,522,553,557,567,012,613,641,657 

Treasury Department, U. S. *311 

Vermont, Governor of. 47 

Ward, G. M. Mentioned . 476 

Ward, John James. Mentioned.:. 1068 

Ware, J. A. Mentioned. 221,851 

Warley, Ella, Steamer. Mentioned. 688 

Warnach, Henry. Mentioned. 787 

Warner, Alexander. Mentioned . 383,384,714 

Warren, John Q. A Mentioned. 172 

Warren, W. P. Mentioned. 498 

Warren & Crawford. Mentioned. 542 

Washington, U. S. Rev. Cutter. Mentioned. 499 

Washington, George. Mentioned. x 507,621 

Washington, La. 

Occupation of, by Union forces, April 20,1863. (See West Louisiana. Cam¬ 
paign in, April d-May 14,1863. Beporte of 

Banks, Nathaniel P Dwight, William, jr Mr«i■ ‘'r’-rl. 

Cassidy, Michael. Grover, Cuvier. V*. 

Closaon, Henry W. Holcomb, R. E. *5 ' T -'■v 

Day, Nicholas W. Kimball, W. K. ■ 

Skirmishes at and near. 

April 22, 18G3. (See report of William Dwight, jr.^ p. 367.) 


May 1, 1863. (See report of William Dwight, jr., p. 375.) 


Washington, T. A. 

CerreHpondciice with E. Kirby Smith. 1028 

Mfiilioiicd. bOl 


Waterman, Leauder. Mentioned. ^ 

Watkins, O. M, Men tioiied. 218,221, 237,238,957,974,1U54,1074 

Watson, John C. 

Corre8X)oudeiicc with William H, Emory. 245 

Mentioned. 679,6SU 

Watson, P. H. (For correspoudeuce, etc., see War Department, U. S.) 

Watt, John, & Co. Mentioned. 

Watts, T. Mentioned. 

Watts, Thomas E. Mentioned. 

Wave, StoniiK'i. Mentioned. 298,368, 369 

W, B. Savory, »Steauier. Mentioned. 

Weatherly, W. B. Mentioned. 

Webb. Frank, C. S. S. Mentioned. 34,40,245,255,258,297,307,313 

Webb, Henry L. 

Correspondence with 

Bloomfield, ..^ 

Magruder, John B.-.-. 955 , 978 ,961, 101 *,lOiO 

.. 

Mentioned.....-.-. 
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INDEX, 


Pace. 


Webb, WUUam O. 

Correspoudeuce with 

Biegel Settlement, Tex., Citizens of. 928 

Magrnder, John B. 926 

Webh, Henry L. 945 

Mentioned.220,929,960 

Webster, Daniel. Mentioned.—. 559 

Wechler, Major. Mentioned . 19 

Weightman, Steamer. Mentioned. 1124 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 

Assignments to command. 645 

Correspondence with 

Allen, Pickering D. 680 

Angur,C.C. 243-248,673,676 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 326,327,626,636,637,655,681,727 

Butler, Benjamin F. 162,164,171,172,460,543-545,687 

Butterfield, F. D. 326 

Cooke, A. P. 245 

Dana, John W. .326 

Emory, William H. 246-249 

Holcomb, Richard E. 244,249 

Paine, Halbert E.-. 546 

Palfrey, John C. 428 

Mentibned... 40,159- 

162, 173,184,185, 233, 241-243, 247,249,255,256,258,261, 270,294,296, 

298, 307, 313, 318, 320, 322, 326, 328,330,331,335,337-339,341,342,348, 

354-356, 420, 436, 449, 450, 463, 518, 536,544,545, 547,549, 564,592,601, 
603, 627, 628, 634, 645, 655, 658, 659, 692, 697, 712, 873, 1105-1107,1113 


Reports of 

Baton Rouge, La. Engagement at, August 5,1862. 51,53 

Diana, U. S. S. Capture of, March 28,1863 . 290 

La Fourche District, La. Operations in, October 24-November 6,1862. 166, 

167,170-172 

Teche Bayou, La, Engagement on, January 14,1863 . 234 

West Louisiana. Campaign in, April 2-May 11,1863 . 324.325 

Welham, W. P. Mentioned. 540 

Welles, Gideon. Mentioned. 2,4,21,199,237,518,583,584,591 

(For correspondence, etc,, see Navy Departments U. S .) 

Welles, H. C. Mentioned. 44 

West, Army of the. (Confederate.) 

Beall, William N. R., relieved from duty in. 758 

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 47,758. 

Van Dorn, Earl, relinquishes command of. (Temporarily). 758 


West, J. A. A. Mentioned. 82,102,107,391,395,1087 

West, Joseph R. 

Correspondence with 

Carleton, James H. 580,598,599,605,715,720,721 

Fergusson, David. 634,035,638,674,682,687 


McCleave, William. 596 

Rigg, EdwinA. 598 

Mentioned. 579 ^ 597 ^ 004,681, 709 

West 8 l Villerd. Mentioned. 54 I 

West, Renshaw & Cammack. Mentioned. 541 

Westerlage, Mr. Mentioned. 836 
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Western Department. (Confederate.) 

Affairs in, generally. Commnnioations from War Department, C. S. 770 

Bragg, Braxton,* assumes command of.. 

Limits extended. 746,7^, m, 784 

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 89, 771. 

Orders, Special, series 1862: June 18, 1120; No. 30, 853; No 62 899- 
No. 88,758. • » » 

Subdivisions of. (See Gulf, District of the, and MUaissippi, District of the,) 
Western Louisiana, District of. (See Xottisiawa, District of.) 

Westfield, U. S. S. Mentioned .. 200.202-204,206,207,209-211,213,428,5:17,847,1064 

West Florida, Schooner. Mentioned. 583 584 591 

West Florida. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from Alabama, Governor of.. 946 

Operations in. (See 

June 14-15, 1862. Milton, Fla, Expedition to. 

25, 1862. Pensacola, Fla, Shirmish near. 

Aug. 7-10, 1862. Pensacola, Fla. Reconnaissances from.) 

Transferred to the Department of the Gulf. 547 

West Louisiana. 

Campaign in, April 9-May 14,1863. 

Communications from 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 296 

303,304,308,309,314,317,326,327,703-707,711,715,720,1119 

Cosby, Charles Y. 1055,1056 

Emory, William H. 327,333 

Farragut, D. G. 301,307,308,718 

Gardner, Franklin. 1035,1037,1039,1049 

Grant, IT. S. 300, 301,314,315 

Palmer, James S. 316 

Porter, David D. 312 

Scurry, W. E. 1054 

Smith, E. Kirby. 1041- 

1043,1045-1051,1054,1057,1062,1065,1081-1084 

Smith, Elisha B. 709 

Walker, J. G. 10.57,1058 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 326,327 

Congratulatory orders. (E. Kirby Smith). 1047 

Court-martial in cases of H. H. Sibley and Alexander Grant. Orders 

promulgating findings, etc. 1093 

Reports of 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 294,296, 298,305, 306,309,311, 313,314,316,318 

Cassidy, Michael, March 26-April 20, 1863. 379 

Closson, Henry W. 365 

Day, Nicholas W., March 26-April 20 , 1863 . 380 

Dwight, William, jr., March 26-May 1, 1863 . 367-370,374,375 

Emory, William H., March 13-May 2, 1863 . 330, 332,333 

Faries, T. A. 19^^ 

Grover, Cuvier, March 26-April 20, 1863 . 357 

Hall, Thomas S. ^4 

Hallett, Joseph L. 363 

Holcomb, Richard E., March 29-April 20, 1863 . 376 

Kimball, William K., March 27-April 20, 1863. 382 

Mouton, Alfred, April 11-19, 1863. 396 

Nims, Ormand .. 365 
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INDEX. 


West Louisiana— Continued. 

Campaign in, April 9-May 14, 1863. 

Keports of 

Eodgers, John I, April 13-14, 1863 . 366 

Eussell, Edmund H., April si-May 14, 1863 . 325 

Smith, E. Kirby, April 9-23,1863 . 386,387 

Taylor, Richard, April 9-23, 1863.. 388 

Weitzel, Godfrey, April 2-May 11, 1863 . 324,325 

(See also 

April 12-13, 1863. Bisland, Fort, La. Engagement at. 

14.1863. Irish Bend, La. Engagement at. 

17-21, 1863. Breaux Bridge and Opelousas, La. Expedition to, 

18.1863. ^ew Iberia, La. Besiructwn of salt-works near, 

21.1863. Barrels Landing, La. Expedition to. 

Ellen, Steamer. Capture of. 

May 14, 1863. Boyci^s Bridge, Cotile Bayou, La, Expedition to. 

21-July 8, 1863. Port Hudson, La. Siege of.) 

Instructions to Taylor. Communications from Adjutant and Inspector 

General’s Office, C. S. A. 791 

Operations in. Communications from 

Augur, C. C. 662 

Banhs, Nathaniel P. 636,696 

Farragut, D.G. 659 

Holcomb, R. E. 655,658 

Louisiana, Governor of. 755 

Euggles, Daniel. 802,821 

Storrs, Samuel John. 665 

Taylor, Richard. 802,838,866,873,919 

Weitzel, Godfrey. 637,655,673 

(See also 

May 11-18, 1862. Houma, La. Operations about. 

12, 1862. Fox, Steamer. Capture of. 

June 20, 1862. Des AUemands Bayou, La. Skirmish at. 

22, 1862. Des AUemands Bayou, La. SMimish at. 

Aug. 29, 1862. Saint Charles Court-Bouse, La. Skirmish near. 

Sept. 4, 1862. Des AUemands Bayou, La. Affair at. 

5, 1862. Boutte Station, La. Affair at. 

7- 8, 1862. Saint Charles Court-House, La. Expedition} to vicin¬ 
ity of, and skirmish. 

21-25, 1862. Donaldsonville, La. Expedition to, and skirmish. 

Oct. 24-Nov. 6,1862. La Fourohe District, La. Operations in the. 

Nov. 1- 6, 1862. Berwick Bay, La. Naval operations on. 

Dec. 25-26, 1862. Millikhi^s Bend, La. Expedition from, to J^allas 
Station and Delhi, La. 

29, 1862. Flaquemine, La. Affair near. 

31, 1862-Jau. 3,1863. Plaquemine, La. Affairs at. 

Jan. 14, 1863. Teche Bayou, La. Engagement oi}, and desii^uoUon 
of C. S. S. Cotton. 

28, 1863. Indian Village, La. Skirmish at. 

29, 1863. Richmond, La. Skirmish near. 

Feb. 10,1863. Old River, La. Skirmish at. 

12—28, 1863. Atchafalaya River and Bayou Plaguemine, La. Op¬ 
erations on. 

14, 1^3. Queen of the West, U, S. S. Capture of the. 
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West Louisiana—Continued. 

Operations in. 

(See also * 

Feb. li), 1863. Bosedale, La. Mc^ediiion to. 

March 17, 1863. Mississippi Biver. Operations on ths west hank of tlie. ' 

28, 1863. Dianaj U.S.S. Capture of the. 

April 9--May 14, 1863. West Louisiana. Campaign in. 

May 4, 1863. De Bussp, Fort^ Bed Blver, La. Engagement at. 

10 , 1863. Beauregard^ Fort, La. Attack on. 

Caledonia, La. SMrmish at. 

Fin Rook, or Bayou Macon, La. Skirmish at.) 

Property in, seiiueatered. Order of Butler. 592 

Ee-enforoemenls for. Cominunioations from 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. S. A. 885,911,954 


Holmes, Theophilus H. 922 

Jackson, A. M. 912 

Magruder, John B.-,--.-.. 902,903,905,967,970,999,1077—1079 

Pemberton, John C. 868 

Eeily, James. 968,970,982,1003 

Scurry, W. R. 

Sibley, H. .. 819,910 

Smith, E. Kirby. 1071 

Taylor, Richard. 838,971,985 

War Department, C. 8 . ®04 

(See also Magriider to Anderson, p. 936; Scuny to Turner, p. 1053.) 

West Louisiana and Texas, District of. (Confederate.) 

Constituted, and limits de 6 ned. 1 

Hubert, Paiil O., assigned to, and assumes command of. 1 

Separated into District of Louisiana and District of Texas. 802 

Weyman, J. B. Mentioned..,. l^^l 

Wharton, B. C. 

Correspondonce with X. B. Debray. _ 

Mentioned. 

Wheeler, William J. 

Mentioned..., 

Report of, concerning charges against R. H. Stone, preferred by citizens oi 

New lllni, Tex. 

Whetmore, Steamer. Mentioned.. 60 6 "' 

Whitcomb, G-. F. Mentioned . ’ 

White, J. M. Mentioned. -*5 

Whiteman, Steamer. Mentioned.vii 

Whiteman, H. C. Kejiort of affair «at Bayou Sara, La., August 23. Itb... 

Whiteman, J. C. Correspondence with Daniel Ruggles. 

Whiteside, James E. Mentioned. 60 751 

Whitfield, George. Mentioned... 

Whitfield, J. F. .. 

Whiting, James. Mentioned. . V I j r. 

Whiting, Jasper S. (For correspondence as A. A. G., see Adjutan an i- 

spec.lor GeneraVs Office, C. S. A.) 


Whitman, G. W., Steamer. (See Fox, Steameo'.) 

Whitside, Samuel M. Mentioned . 

Whittemore, Horace O. 

Mentione(I ... 

Report of engagement at Baton Rouge, La., August , 
Whittemore, James B. Mentioned. 


. 611 

20,21,40,58,59,61 

. 66 

. 531 
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Wickliffe, J. C. 

Mentioned.-. 78,81,84 

Report of engagement at Baton Ronge, La., Angnst 5,1862. 87 

Wiokliffe, N. Mentioned. 1068 

Wicklifife, R. C. Mentioned. 565 

Wier, A. R. Mentioned. 212,216,974 

Wiggins, George. Mentioned. 184,235,245 

Wilboum, C. C. Mentioned. 1062,1075 

Wilcox, Mr. Mentioned. 930 

Wilcox, J. A. Mentioned. 217 

Wilcox, M. B. Mentioned. 230 

Wilder, William H. Mentioned. 121 

Wilder, W. H. Mentioned. 648 

Wilkes, F.C. Mentioned. 774,824 

Wilkins, W. W. Mentioned. 1062 

Wilkinson, P. D. Mentioned. 187 

Williams,-. Mentioned. 122 

Willismis’ Bridge, La. Skirmish at, May 1,1863. (See April 17-May 2,1863, 

Grierson^s Raid.) 

Williams, General, Steamer. Mentioned. 173 

Williams, George L. Mentioned. 467-469 

Williams, John, 8c Co. Mentioned. 541 

WUliams, Thomas. 

Correspondence with 

Butler, Benjamin F. 24-26,31,34 

Farragnt, D. G. 474 

Smith, Martin L. 6 

Death of, announced. 41 

Mentioned. 14,35,39-44,51,52,54-59,62-64,68,70,72,74,75, 

300,423,448,458,465,478,504,514,515,518,521,529-531,534,538,549 

Reports of 

Baton Rouge, La. Operations about, July 27-August 2, 1862. 33,34 

Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against and about. May 26-July 27, 

1862 . 22,26,31,33 

Williamson, George. Mentioned. 1062,1081 

Williamson, Henry P. Mentioned. 712 

Willis, Edward B. 

Correspondence with W. L. Rynerson. 606 

Mentioued. 580,604,725 

WiUke, H. 

Mentioned. 182,221,828,851,909,910 

Report of affair at Padre Island, Tex., December 7,1862 . 190 

Willson, T. Friend. (For correspondence as A. A. G., see Franklin Gardner.) 

Wilson, George R. Mentioned. 217 

Wilson, Henry. Mentioned. 200 

Wilson. James. Mentioned. 80 

Wilson, J. B. Mentioned. 123 

Wilson, J. P. Mentioned. 105 

Wilson, L. M. (For correspondence, etc., see Mobile^ Ala., Committee of 
Safety of.) 

Wilson, William. Mentioned. 109,626,923,958 

Winans, W. P. Mentioned. 1068 

Winchester, B. P. 


Repoi t of engagement on Bayou Teche, La., and destruction of Confederate 

gunboat Cotton, January 14,1863. 1089 
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Winchester, J. R. Mentioned.1068-1091 

Winchester, Richard. Mentioned. 

Winder, B. L. Mentioned. 

Wingfield, J. H. 

Correspondence with Daniel Euggles. 792 

Mentioned. 24.971,1033 

Reports of skirmish on the Amite River, La., Jnly 24,1862.122,123 

Winona, U. S. S. Mentioned. 428,1113 

Winter, Elisha. Mentioned. 139,140.713 

Wintter, D. Mentioned. 11,1S 

Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry—/?e 5 r//ne/jfs: 4th, 20, 26, 27, 35, 39, 43. 51, 52,56, 58, 70-72,75, 76, 

133,135-138, 299, 319, 330, 332-334, 339-342, 344-346, 375,376, 449, 628,634, 
713,1105; 6th [4thl, 776. 

Wissahickon, U. S. S. Mentioned. 21,428 

Wiswell, J. M. Mentioned. 71 

Witcher, W. I. Mentioned.. 157 

Witcher, William. Mentioned. 157 

Witham, C. H. Mentioned. 705 

Withers, John. Mentioned. 501 

Withers, W. T. Mentioned. 19,848 

Witt, A. R. 

Correspondence with Daniel Ruggles. ■335 

Mentioned. 18,141,1033,1061,10J33 

Reports of 

Amite River and Jackson Railroad, La. Operations on the, May 9-18, 

1803. 407 

Ijonfouca Bayou, Jja. Skirmish at, November 21,1862. 188 

Wolcott, C. P. Mentioned. 602 

(For coiTospondenee as Assistant Secretary, see War Dq)artment, U. S.) 

Wolfe, Mr. Mentioned. 1H> 

Wolfe, Mr. Mentioned. 675,687 

Wood, Albert. Mentioned. 453,454,457 

Wood, Belle, Ship. Mentioned. 673 

Wood, S. H. Mimtioned. 540 

Wood, S. H., Mrs. loiied. 540 

Wood, William E. Mentioned.45,65 

Wood & Low. MiMitioned. 542 

Woodbuiy, Daniel P. Mentioned. 295.712,714^ 

Woodman, Ephraim W. 

CoiTespondmice witli T. VV. Sherman. **-^5 

Mentioned. 677,713 

Woods, George A. Mentioned. 464 

Woods, P. C Mentioned. 

V/oodward, -. M<*iitioned. 

Woodward, T. D. Mentioned. Ifc2,900 

Wooster, Charles D. Mentioned. 

Worster, George W. Mentioned.. 

Worth, General, Schooner. Mentioned. 

Wren, William. Correspondence with Mansfield Lovell . 

Wright, Mr. Mentioned. 

Wright, Enoch T. Mentioned. 

Wright, George. 

Correspondence with James H. Carleton. 

Mentioned. 
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I*age. 

Wright, H.C. Mentioned.-. 105 

Wright, Uriel. Mentioned. 19 

Wright & Allen. Mentioned. 541 

Wrotnoski, L. A. Mentioned. 235 

Wynkoop, E. W. Mentioned. 574 

Yager, W. O. Mentioned. 851,924 

Yancey, -, Mentioned. 686 

Yancey, Stephen D. (For correspondence as A. A. G., see John B. MagruderS) 

Yeatman, R. Mentioned. 541 

Yerger, William, jr. Mentioned. 55,80,81,84 

York, Zebulon. Mentioned. 919 

Young, B. C. Mentioned. 541 

Young, Brigham. Mentioned. 641 

Youngblood, J. W. 

Correspondence with Franklin Gardner. 962,990 

Mentioned. 277,278 

Youngblood, W. C. Mentioned. 464 

Yoimg Hany, Erig. 

Mentioned. 1012,1134 

Wreck of. Communications from Hamilton P. Bee. 1012 

Zapata, Antonio. Mentioned. 967,977 

Zapata, Octaviano. Mentioned. 994,995,997, 1026,1052,1126,1133 

Zickendrath, George. Mentioned. 540 

Zimmerman, Charles W. Mentioned. 200,203,209 

Zoelly, Jacob. Mentioned. 540 

Zouave, Steamer. Mentioned. 681 

Zubrian, Mr. Mentioned. 007 

Zulauf, H. Mentioned. 925 

Zuloago, Pedro. Mentioned. 68^1 
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